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 Two Comanche tribal mem-
bers from Apache, Okla., Edmond 
Nevaquaya and Yoneva Sapcut were 
recognized at the 2024 AARP Native 
American Elder Honors, held No-
vember 6 at the First American Mu-
seum in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 
 AARP Oklahoma State Di-
rector Sean Voskuhl welcomed the 
300 attendees and said the Native 
American Elder Honors was created 
to memorialize the work and contri-
butions of elders who inspire future 
generations. Voskuhl thanked the 
honorees for answering the calling to 
contribute and lift communities.   
 "Our honorees' actions bring 
hope to the hopeless, lighten the load 
of the heavy, and cultivate unity in 
our communities while inspiring new 
generations to become community 
builders," he said.

Edmond Nevaquaya
 Edmond Nevaquaya is a 
two-time overall world champion and 
two-time world champion singer and 
dancer of the Native Dance Circle. 
He is also an award-winning graphic 
artist known for his studies of the Na-
tive American Indian culture. He ex-
presses pride in his Native American 

heritage and history through art, mu-
sic, and dancing. Nevaquaya began 
attending ceremonies and powwows 
as a child. 
 Residing in the foothills of 
the Wichita Mountains in Apache, 
Oklahoma, Nevaquaya is the son 
of the late Doc Tate Nevaquaya, a 
renowned Comanche artist and tra-
ditional flutist. His knowledge of 
Comanche culture has taken him to 
all 50 United States as well as Cana-
dian provinces, Europe, the Middle 
East, and East Asia. He learned early 
to respect and recognize traditional 
Indigenous art by attending Native 
American Church, and participating 
in traditional Peyote culture, sweat 
lodges, and sun dances. Sharing his 
knowledge of traditional teachings 
and history, Nevaquaya now devotes 
his time as a culture counselor for the 
Comanche Nation Prevention Recov-
ery Program. He promotes wellness 
among his tribe and the community.

Yonevea Sapcut
 Yonevea “Yonnie” Sapcut 
lives in Apache, Oklahoma in the 
family’s original allotment of 1901. 
She began her law enforcement 
career in 1979 as the first Native 

American female police officer for 
the Anadarko Police Department in 
Anadarko, Oklahoma. After years of 
service, Sapcut applied with the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs Law Enforce-
ment Service. After completing the 
Indian Police Academy, she became 
a federal law enforcement officer for 
the Southwestern District of Okla-
homa. In 1985 Sapcut accepted the 
position of training sergeant for the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs Federal Law 
Enforcement Training Center in Ma-
rana, Arizona. The Salt River Pima-
Miracopa Tribal Police Department 
on the Salt River Reservation recruit-
ed Sapcut. While at the Salt River Po-
lice Department, Sapcut completed 
the Arizona State Police Academy. 
In 1996, she returned to Oklahoma to 
care for a family member. She then 
began her work as a child and adult 
protection worker for the Comanche 
Nation Social Services Department. 
This year marks 28 years of service 
to Sapcut’s beloved tribal communi-
ty. Elders often look to her for advice 
and counsel. Sapcut has the same 
dedication in her work with the Co-
manche children, conducting home 
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Edmond Nevaquaya, a renowned Comanche artist and culture advocate, and Yoneva Sapcut, a law en-
forcement officer and patron for elders and children, were recognized November 6 at the Oklahoma AARP 
Native American Elder Honoring.

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff
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QM1 Kevin Pohawpatchoko, 
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Air Force 1965-69
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On November 11, a total of 12 Comanches and two other veterans were inducted into the Oklahoma Military Hall of Honor during the Comanche Indians Veterans Association (CIVA) 
Veteran’s Day Powwow at Watchetaker Hall, Comanche Nation Complex. Not pictured: Brig. Gen. Jonathan George - Air Force 1981-2011 and SFC John Bennett McClung - Army 1988-93 
and Oklahoma National Guard 1993-97 & 2007-19.

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

 During the annual Coman-
che Indian Veteran’s Association 
(CIVA) Veteran’s Day Powwow on 
November 11, a total of 14 Oklaho-
ma veterans were inducted into the 
Oklahoma Military Hall of Honor, 12 
members of the Comanche Nation, 
one from the Navajo Nation, and one 
non-Native. 
 The Oklahoma Military Hall  

of Honor was established in August 
2023 to expand the impact of the 
Oklahoma Military Heritage Foun-
dation and honor veterans. With 14 
inductees on November 11, there 
will be a total of 77 Oklahomans in 
the Hall of Honor. There are about 
665,000 veterans from Oklahoma. 
Lanny Asepermy was the ninth in-
ductee into the Hall of Honor.

 2024 Oklahoma Military 
Hall of Honor Inductees 

• SSG Ramonah Davis, Army 
1983-2000, US Army Paratrooper 
with 52 qualified jumps, one of the 
first Native American women to 
complete Airborne School in 1992 as 
a 30-year-old, served three tours in 
Germany, awarded Army Parachut-
ists Badge and Army Commendation 

(4) medal
• Brig Gen. Jonathan George, 
Air Force 1981-2011, Afghanistan 
War as the Deputy Commanding Of-
ficer of US and NATO forces, award-
ed the Distinguished Flying Cross for 
Heroism, Defense Superior Service 
and Legion of Merit (4) medals, only 
Comanche to earn General Officer 
status, given the honorary title of 

Numu Pukutsi by the CIVA
• SP4 Lyman Bruce Guy, 
Army 1970-71, Vietnam War, as a 
light Weapons Infantryman, with the 
101st Airborne Division, awarded the 
Bronze Star and Army Commenda-
tion medals and Combat Infantryman 
Badge

• SFC John Bennett McClung, 

 On November 1, Comanche 
Tribal Member Cornel Pewewardy 
was inducted into the Oklahoma Edu-
cators Hall of Fame at Oklahoma City 
Golf and Country Club in Nichols 
Hills, Oklahoma. 
 He said it takes years of 
work in schools focusing on kinder-
garten through 12th grade. Inductees 
are also evaluated on recognitions 
and awards, research, community 
service, and leadership.
 Pewewardy got his start at 
Sequoyah Indian School.
 “It took all my life, all my 
career, and not just in K-12 schools, 
but higher education, and it's all been 
in Indian education,” he said. 
 Pewewardy said Comanche 
Academy Charter School is important 
to Native American sovereignty, and 
learning with the community and his 
students has been his favorite part of 
education.
 “Because of the opportunity 
to really understand where we came 
from as indigenous people, to know 
how we've been miseducated by the 
public school system, and how we 
can deconstruct and decolonize our 
future using critical thinking,” he 
said.
 Pewewardy said it’s impor-
tant for the youth because they evolve 

See AARP, Page 4 See PEWEWARDY, Page 4

See HONOR, Page 4

By Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

 A Special General Council 
Meeting was held on Nov. 23 at the 
Comanche Nation Complex. At 1:08 
p.m., a quorum of 152 tribal members 
registered with the Comanche Nation 
Election Board. Ron Burgess mo-
tioned to begin the meeting, seconded 
by Glenda Goseyun. The motion car-
ries.
 The Comanche Nation Jr. 
Princess, Arlene Schonchin, signed 
the Lord’s Prayer and Martin Flores 
gave the invocation.
 The Comanche Nation 
Chairman, Forrest Tahdooahnippah, 
gave a Power Point Presentation to 
explain all of the agenda items.

Charitable Foundation 
Resolution TC04-04

What is it?
 A tax-exempt organization 
that will solicit tax-deductible dona-
tions from private parties (philan-
thropists, corporations, members of 
the public, etc.). The foundation will 
then (eventually) use those donations 
to fund cultural activities, elders’ and 
veterans’ associations, and youth 
sports and educational activities.

Why do we need a 
Charitable foundation?

Editor’s Note: This is an overview of 
the November 23, Special General 
Council Meeting, and not the official 
minutes. To obtain a copy of the official 
minutes, please contact the Office of the 
Chairman, (580) 492-3251. The meet-
ing can be viewed on the Comanche 
Nation website, comanchenation.com.

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

See MEETING, Page 3
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Comanche Nation
Officials

Chairman
Forrest Tahdooahnippah

Email: Forrest.Tahdooahnippah@comanchenation.com
Vice Chairman

Diana Doyebi Sovo
Email: Diana.Sovo@comanchenation.com

Secretary/Treasurer
Robert Tippeconnie

Email: Robert.Tippeconnie@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 1

Hazel Tahsequah
Email: Hazel.Tahsequah@comanchenation.com

Committeeman No. 2
Ross Kahrahrah

Email: Ross.Kahrahrah@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 3

Alice Kassanavoid
Email: Alice.Kassanavoid@comanchenation.com

Committeeman No. 4
Jordan Fox

Email: Jordan.Fox@comanchenation.com
Tribal Administrator

Lisa Dawsey
Email: Lisa.Dawsey@comanchenation.com

To contact officials:
Office of the CBC/Chairman: 

Telephone: (580) 492-3573
Comanche Nation Address:

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502

Toll Free: (877) 492-4988
Physical Address:

584 Bingo Rd., Lawton, OK 73505

THE COMANCHE NATION NEWS 
Wahi Mua (December) 2024 

Gift Month
The award-winning Comanche Nation 

News, the official communication of the 
Comanche Nation, is available at no 

charge upon request. The deadline to 
submit information for the January 2025 

Edition is 5 p.m., December 15. 
Contact:

The Comanche Nation News
P.O. Box 908

Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908
Telephone: (580) 492-3381
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: pio@comanchenation.com

PIO/TCNN Staff
• Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-

porter, Photographer- Email: Jolene.
Schonchin@comanchenation.com 
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382

• Paula Karty, Assist. Editor, Reporter, 
Photographer- Email: Paula.Karty@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number–(580)492-3383

• Stacey Heminokeky, Adminis-
trative Assistant- Email: Stacey.
Heminokeky@comanchenation.com 
Telephone Number (580) 492-3385

• Natascha Mercadante -Online 
Reporter - Email: Natascha.Mer-
cadante@comanchenation.com - 
Telephone (580) 492-3381.

• News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

• Photographs will be copied and will 
become the property of TCNN. To 
return original photographs, send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

• The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. Please submit a 
first and last name. The Passings/
Obituaries are submitted by the Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home or by 
tribal members on a funeral home 
letterhead. The Milestones Page is for 
tribal members only. TCNN publishes 
all services conducted by The Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home without 
discretion. The Obituaries Page is for 
tribal members only.

• TCNN will print a Comanche organi-
zation’s annual event flyer once free 
of charge as a courtesy to our tribal 
organizations. The guidelines for flyer 
submission are: Pow-wow flyers have 
to be from an established Comanche 
organization. There has to be contact 
person and number on the organiza-
tion’s annual flyer.

• We reserve the right to edit all mate-
rial. Letters or articles that contain 
libelous information, slander, or 
personal attacks will not be printed. 
Letters to the Editor must be signed 
with a legible name, and have an 
500 word limit. 

• The letters to the editor or articles 
contained in The Comanche Nation 
News does not reflect the views or 
opinions of the PIO staff.

Member of the 
Indigenous Journalist

Association since 2001

Member of the Society of Professional
Journalists since 2010

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

comanchenationpio

@thecomanchenationpio

Member of the Oklahoma Press Associa-
tion since 2022

@TheComacheNation

Maruaweka Numunuu:
 In a couple weeks we will be having a Secretarial Election 
regarding whether to amend our Comanche Constitution to remove 
the section in the Constitution that requires a Secretarial Election to 
amend the Constitution.  If removed, we would amend our Constitution 
in the future through a Tribal election rather than Secretarial Election 
(so called because conducted by the Secretary of Interior through the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs or “BIA”).  Many Tribes have been taking 
similar steps, and it is now our turn to decide what is right for our Na-
tion—should the Bureau of Indian Affairs conduct elections to amend 
our Constitution (if so, vote “no”) or should the Nation itself conduct 
elections to amend our Constitution (if so, vote “yes”)?
 The primary benefit of having the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
conduct elections is that the Bureau then pays the costs of that election.  
Elections are not cheap and this benefit should not be ignored.  How-
ever, this is likely the only benefit.  I have discussed this amendment 
with some Tribal members, who have voiced concern about whether 
the amendment will allow corruption by elected officials by removing 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs’ supervision of the Tribe.  I do not think 
this will be the result.  The amendment does not eliminate the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs’ trust responsibilities, it speaks only to which orga-
nization (the BIA or the Nation) will actually conduct the elections.  
Furthermore, and unfortunately in some circumstances, the Bureau’s 
supervisory role isn’t all that it is cracked up to be.  In most instances 
of election disputes, charges of corruption or malfeasance, the Bureau 
will simply tell Tribes that it is up to them to resolve their own issues 
through the political process. 
 There are several benefits of having the Nation conduct its 
own elections to amend its Constitution.  First and foremost is con-
sistency, with the requirement for a Secretarial Election there are two 
election processes (one that is solely by absentee ballot (BIA elections) 
and another that has both absentee ballots and in-person voting (Trib-
al elections)) with two separate registrations.  Second is speed, fed-
eral regulations provide the Bureau up to 90 days to conduct elections, 
whereas the Tribe could enact an ordinance providing a quicker turn-
around.  Finally is the intangible human quality, which I believe favors 
having the Tribe conduct its own elections.  This election cycle, there 
was confusion at the Bureau that resulted in them erroneously listing 
a second proposed amendment in the registration materials.  While no 
one is perfect, I think it is less likely that our own Tribal members 
would make such an error because they are more likely to be invested 
in the outcome of the election and more likely to be familiar with our 
own Tribal laws for proposing amendments to the Constitution.  
 As always, vote your own conscience, and send your ballots 
in as soon as you can so that they get to the BIA by the December 18 
deadline. 

877-585-4177
CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE-PRIDE
@cnb1901

Open Yours Here!

Happy Holidays 
��������
�����

Resolution No. 156-2024- Enrollment Eligible Resolution List 1344 Minors. 
The motion passes 6/0/0.
 Resolution No. 157-2024- Enrollment Resolution List 1345 Adults. The 
motion passes 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 158-2024- Enrollment Ineligible Resolution List 1346 BO. 
The motion passes 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 159-2024- Enrollment Ineligible Resolution List 1347 No 
Allottee. The motion passes 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 160-2024- CBC Resolution Authorizing ARP Funds to 
Remediate Contractor Fraud. The motion passes 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 161-2024- CBC Resolution Requiring Approval for all 
Bonuses. The motion passes 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 162-2024- CBC Resolution for Travel. The motion passes 
6/0/0.
Resolution No. 163-2024- CBC Resolution Amending the Tribal Court 
Code. The motion passes 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 164-2024- Social Services Resolution BIA No Cost Exten-
sion. The motion passes 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 165-2024- Gaming Commission to Add and Remove Arvest 
Bank Signers. The motion passes 6/0/0.
Resolution 144-2024 - WW Builders Tabled The motion passes 6/0/0.

Editor’s Note: This is an overview of the November 2, Comanche Business Com-
mittee Monthly Meeting, and not the official minutes. To obtain a copy of the 
official minutes, please contact the Office of the Chairman, (580) 492-3251. 

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

 The Comanche Nation Chairman, Forrest Tahdooahnippah, called 
the October CBC Meeting to order at 10 a.m.  The Comanche Nation Secre-
tary/Treasurer, Robert Tippeconnie, all CBC were present.

Resolutions:

A Total of 10 Resolutions 
Presented at the November 

CBC Meeting

 Currently, the activities that 
the foundation will fund are funded 
by tax commission/gaming revenue. 
Such revenue can be cyclical and 
inconsistent. Some are critical of us-
ing tax commission/gaming revenue 
for organizations that can fund their 
own through a 501 (c)(3) organiza-
tion. However, the paperwork to start 
and maintain a 501 (c)(3) foundation 
is burdensome. Starting a foundation 
will allow the Nation to take care of 
the paperwork, and use its greater 
resources to market the “Comanche” 
name and assist cultural/youth/vet-
eran organizations with fundraising.
Why will the charitable foundation 

be successful?
 Donations to tribes are tax 
deductible, but many potential do-
nors may be unaware or wary of do-
nating to any political entity without 
knowing how funds will be used – 
creating a foundation provides clarity 
on tax deductions and certainty about 
the use of funds. The high profile of 
the Comanche as a tribe in the media 
will assist in soliciting donations.
 The voting results to place 
TC04-24 on the ballot is 155 yes 
votes and 23 no votes. 
Hearth Act – Resolution TC05-24

 The Comanche Nation owns 
~3,862 acres of trust land. Some of 
the land is used for the Nation’s own 
business – smoke shops, casinos, 
cow-calf. Some of the land is used 
for government buildings. Much 
of the land is vacant and/or leased 
for agriculture for 5-year terms. It 
could generate more income if  the 
tribe leased the land for longer than 
five years for other purposes such as 
housing, commercial, and renewable 
energy. Long-term leasing is neces-
sary for investors to build homes, 
commercial buildings, or renewable 
energy facilities. 
 However, the “transaction 
costs” of entering into these leases 
are high because leases for more than 
five years require both approval of 
the General Council and BIA. If the 
General Council approves a Leasing 
Ordinance to the BIA for approval, if 
the BIA approves, then the tribe can 
enter into long-term leases without 
any additional levels of approval 
needed for individual leases. This 
will hopefully encourage greater de-
velopment of our lands by third par-
ties (at their own cost) who will pay 
rent to the Nation.
 Comanche tribal attorney 
Mike McBride added Congress 
passed this over a decade ago to lease 
lands that had been locked up and is 
form of self-determination, compli-
ant with Federal Law. 

 The voting results to place 
TC05-24 on the ballot is 158 yes/15 
no

Sovereign Immunity
 To borrow money, the Na-
tion must provide a limited waiver of 
sovereign immunity. The limit of the 
waiver is generally the amount of the 
loan, no lender is going to make a big 
loan without an enforceable promise 
of repayment
 Tribal Council Resolution 
01-06 – caps limited waiver at $3 
million. It also has unclear verbiage. 
$3 million has been eroded by infla-
tion, especially after COVID-19. The 
inability to borrow money means that 
casinos must self-finance any reno-
vations, new construction, etc. 
 In order to facilitate more 
renovations and new improvements 
to our properties, the CBC requests 
that the cap be increased from $3 mil-
lion to $10 million. The CBC further 
requests that the cap be “indexed” to 
inflation, the $10 million will auto-
matically increase each year so that 
the CBC does not have to come back 
again and again every few years.
 Tina Emhoolah makes a 
motion to raise the cap to $15 million. 
It is seconded by Donnie Ramos. The 
motion to raise passes.
 The Voting results to place 
TC06-24 on the ballot is 146 yes/18 
no

Opioid Settlement 
 Resolution TC 07-24

 Comanche Nation (and 
hundreds of other tribes) sued phar-
maceutical companies related to the 
opioid epidemic
 A settlement was reached, 
but it can only be used for certain 
purposes related to the abatement 
of the opioid crisis. Importantly, the 
Tribe can use culturally grounded 
prevention.
 The Comanche Nation has 
a $3.3 million balance. Previously, 
money was spent on the Prevention 
& Recovery Program and land ac-
quisition. The iteration of the CBC 
believes it's important for the Tribal 
Council to approve because the Co-
manche Constitution requires the 
Trial Council to authorize the expen-
diture of funds deposited to the credit 
of the Comanche Nation.

Proposal
 Prevention and Recovery – 
Recovery housing and transportation 
 Equine Therapy/Horse Pro-
gram – Comanche people are horse 
people, equine therapy has shown 
great benefits in treating substance 
use disorders and mental health, re-
turning so our horse culture can heal 

MEETING
Continued From Page 1

Continued on Page 6
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Programs

CN Election 

Board Meeting

December 3, 2024

6 p.m.

Comanche Complex

Code Talkers Room

Grasshopper Program December Schedule

This month’s financial tip brought to you by

Financial Tip:  Budgeting
A budget can be use to show you 
how to plan your spending each 
month. It will help you manage 
your resources.  It can also help 

you meet your current and future 
goals.  A periodic review can help 
you to see what changes need to 
be made, especially if resources 

are limited.  

- Cell Phone  $150
- Personal Care  $100
- Medical  $50
- TV/Music  $100
- Misc.  $300
 
         Discretionary  $545

- Savings Goal:     $30
- Rent:  $750
- Car Payment:  $300
- Insurance:  $150
- Electric:  $100
- Water:    $50
- Gas     $50
- Credit Card  $125
- Groceries  $200

On the right is an example of a basic budget
with a monthly income of $3000. 

Basic Budget

visits and collaborating with the pub-
lic schools to meet family needs.
 She cares for her sister, 
92, whom she affectionately calls 

“Mama.” Sapcut is proud to belong to 
a family of strong Comanche women 
who believe in each other, give one 
another strength, and walk spiritually 
throughout their lives.
 “I was surprised and hum-
bled to have been nominated and 
even more so when I was selected,” 
Sapcut said. “As I sat among the el-
ders from different tribal nations, I 
was very proud and honored to rep-
resent the Comanche Nation and my 
family. I say a heartfelt thank you 
to everyone that helped me through 
the years take care of our Children 
and elders. I accept this recognition, 
AARP Oklahoma 2024 Native Amer-
ican Elder Honors, on their behalf.”
 The program included a 
performance by the Oklahoma Fancy 
Dancers, an in-memoriam tribute, an 
invocation, the Chickasaw Nation 
Color Guard's presentation of colors, 
the Dr. John and Tewanna Edwards 
Leadership Award to Robyn Sunday-

Allen, and the presentation of 48 me-
dallions to the 2024 honorees. AARP 
State President Joe Ann Vermillion, 
AARP Oklahoma Senior Associate 
State Director Mashell Sourjohn, and 
former AARP Oklahoma Executive 
Council Member Tewanna Edwards 
presented the medallions.

Past Honorees
 Other Comanche tribal 
members who have been honored 
are: George Briscoe II, Jimmy Ray 
Caddo, Wallace Coffey, Kenneth Co-
osewoon, Rita Coosewoon, Conrad 
Galey, Barbara Goodin, LaDonna 
Harris, Leon Hawzipta Jr., Margaret 
L. Hernasy-Morgan, Bernard Kah-
rahrah, Barthell Little Chief, Martha 

“Adele” Mihesuah, Josephine Myers-
Wapp, Juanita Pahdopony, Dr. Cornel 
Pewewardy, Rev. Donna Pewo, Cor-
nelia Quoetone-Karty, Bill Shoemate, 
Jack Shoemate, Sherry Smith, Milton 
Sovo, Anna Wockmetooah Tahmah-
kera, Thurman Ray Tahsuda, Deloris 
Twohatchet, Joe Wahnee Jr., Robert 
Wahnee, Dr. Linda Sue Warner, and 
Rev. Videll Yackeschi.

Army 1988-93 and Oklahoma Army 
Nation Guard 1993-97 and 2007-19, 
one of three Comanches to serve in 
three wars – the Gulf, Iraq and Af-
ghanistan Wars, only Comanche 
awarded the Army Combat Badge 
and Navy/Marine Combat Action 
Ribbon, also awarded the Bronze 
Star medal

• CMCPO Cynthia D. Pat-
terson, Navy 1985-2015, Afghani-
stan War, retired (15 days shy of 30 
years) at the highest enlisted grade 
in the military E-9, graduate of the 
US Army Sergeants Major Academy, 
awarded the Bronze Star medal

• SSG Frankie Patterson, 
Army 1994-2016, Iraq and Afghani-
stan Wars, awarded the Bronze Star 
medal, Combat Infantryman and 
one of three Comanches awarded 
the Drill Sergeant ID Badges, one of 
three Comanches awarded the Jungle 
Expert Patch, completed six combat 
deployments, for 42 months, with 
the 1st Armored, 1st Infantry, 2nd 
Infantry, 10th Mountain and 101st 
Airborne Divisions
• SCPO James M. “Jimmy” 
Patterson, Navy 1988-2008, Iraq 
and Afghanistan Wars, awarded the 
Combat Action Ribbon, Presidential 
Unit Citation, Defense Meritorious 
Service and Joint Service Commen-
dation (2) medals

• SFC Dominic Pawlowski, 
Marine Corps 1992-96 and Oklaho-
ma Army National Guard 1997-2017, 
Iraq War, awarded the Meritorious 
Service (3), Army Commendation 
(4), Army Achievement (4) and Iraq 
Campaign medals

• QM1 Kevin Pohawpatcho-
ko, Navy 1985-95 and Navy Reserve 
1995-2008, Operation Praying Man-
tis (Iran), Iraq and Afghanistan Wars, 
one of three Comanches awarded the 
Combat Action Ribbon twice

• SP4 William Clifford Red 
Elk, Army 1969-70, Vietnam War, as 
a Light Weapons Infantryman, with 
the 25th Infantry Division, awarded 
the Combat Infantryman Badge, Air 
medal and Army Commendation 
medal

• SFC Michael R. Squire, 
Army 1986-92 and 1994-2013, Af-
ghanistan War, awarded the Com-
bat Medical and Army Parachut-
ists Badges and Bronze Star medal, 
member of the Army Special Forces

• S2C Clifford “Beaver” 
Takawana, Navy 1968-72, Vietnam 
War on board the USS Mispillion 
(A0-105), awarded the Vietnam Ser-
vice medal with/nine Campaign Stars 
the second-most by any Comanche 
Veteran
• Sgt. Roger V. Tehauno, Air 
Force 1965-69, Vietnam War with 
the 432nd Security Police Squadron 
based at Udorn Air Base, Thailand, 
awarded the Vietnam Service medal 
with/4 Campaign Stars

• 1LT Michael Waddle, Army 
1966-69, Vietnam Wars, US Army 
Paratrooper with the 82nd Airborne 
Division, awarded the Silver Star 
for Gallantry in Action, the Bronze 
Star twice and Combat Infantryman 
Badge, given the honorary title of 
Numu Pukutsi by the CIVA.

into their personalities and identities, especially if they’re native and exer-
cise sovereignty. He said they must know they have self-determination in the 
things they do.
 “It's important for them to not only be a good student but also be 
a good citizen of their nation, and that's what we try to do,” he said. “The 
mission for many of us as Indigenous scholars and educators is to produce a 
student as a good relative, somebody that could be cordial, nice to one another, 
but also understand that we live in a multicultural, multi-tribal society and that 
we try to respect one another and sometimes, you know, resolve our conflict 
through negotiations.”
 Pewewardy said he was honored to be inducted and was surrounded 
by family and friends from all over Oklahoma at the banquet, and coming 
together is important. 

Comanche Nation Housing Authority Appoints Two Team 
Members to Executive Positions

Courtesy Photo

 Comanche Nation Housing 
Authority (CNHA) has appointed 
longstanding team members Jackie 
Wahnee to the position of Housing 
Grants Administrator and Robert C. 
Knox to the position of Director of 
Housing Management. CNHA is a 
Comanche Nation-affiliated organi-
zation that helps low-income families 
overcome financial obstacles to pro-
vide safe, affordable housing.
 As the Director of Housing 
Management, Knox is responsible for 
ensuring that all departments operate 
efficiently and effectively, maintain-
ing compliance with program require-
ments, addressing the needs of vari-
ous housing initiatives and engaging 
with clients to address concerns and 
develop solutions when managerial 
input is needed.  
 In Wahnee’s new role, her 
responsibilities as the Housing 
Grants Administrator include over-
seeing all accounting functions such 
as approvals, managing accounting 
work flows and verifying deposits. 
She also identifies and pursues grants, 
handles grant writing and monitors 
budgets for open grants. 
 "The accounting depart-
ment—and CNHA as a whole—is in 
the best shape it’s ever been," Wahn-
ee said. "We’re fully compliant, our 
audits are clean and we’re focused 
on training our employees to perform 
at their best. My goal is to ensure we 
maintain this standard of excellence."  

 Wahnee has been with 
CNHA for nearly two decades. She 
began her career with the housing 
authority in 2007 as a clerk, working 
her way up through various depart-
ments including accounting, hous-
ing management and administration. 
Most recently, she served as the Act-
ing Director of Accounting. Wahnee 
also holds a bachelor's degree in 
business administration from Cam-
eron University. 
 Knox has been with CNHA 
since 2007, where he kick started 
his career as a warehouse assistant. 
Prior to being promoted to his cur-
rent position, he served as Assistant 
Director of Housing Management. 
Knox played a pivotal role at CNHA 
in 2023 when the organization set 
a record number of tribal members 
served. 
 "Our number one priority is 
to serve our tribal members," Knox 
said. "We take pride in supporting 
our community by helping families 
secure safe, affordable housing. Each 
step we take is focused on meeting 
the needs of our members and im-
proving their quality of life." 
 Knox is also a Certified 
Home buyer Education Professional 
through the Oklahoma Home buyer 
Education Association. Before the 
COVID-19 pandemic, CNHA of-
fered Responsible Tenant Education 
training classes, which focused on 
helping tenants learn how to care for 

their homes effectively. As the Direc-
tor of Housing Management, Knox 
aims to reinstate these classes to en-
sure tenants have the knowledge and 
skills to maintain their homes in a 
safe and clean condition.
 CNHA currently serves five 
counties in Southwest Oklahoma, in-
cluding Caddo, Comanche, Cotton, 
Kiowa and Tillman, for their federal 
grant programs. To learn more about 
their programs visit www.comanche-
housing.com.

ABOUT COMANCHE NATION 
HOUSING AUTHORITY

 The Comanche Nation 
Housing Authority (CNHA) provides 
rental and housing assistance to low-
income and other enrolled members 
of the Comanche Nation through a 
number of its service programs, in-
cluding the down payment and clos-
ing cost grant, Elder home rehabilita-
tion program, rental program, student 
housing program, homeownership 
lease purchase program and CNHA 
emergency home repair program 
(HIP). CNHA currently operates in 
seven counties – Caddo, Comanche, 
Cotton, Kiowa, Tillman for federal 
grant programs and in Stephens and 
Grady for additional services that 
include the Elder and HIP programs. 
For more information about program 
requirements and low-income guide-
lines, call (580) 357-4956 or visit 
www.comanchehousing.com.   

Courtesy Photo
Wahnee Knox

Comanche Cares to Host 4th Annual Toy Drive
Donations to benefit families of Southwest Oklahoma

 Comanche Cares, a com-
munity giving initiative founded by 
Comanche Nation Entertainment, is 
hosting its 4th annual Toy Drive to 
spread holiday cheer to families and 
children in need across Southwest 
Oklahoma. The Toy Drive will be 
accepting donations every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday from 12 
p.m. to 10 p.m. between November 5 
and December 12. 
  "Giving back through our 
holiday toy drive has become a cher-
ished tradition over the past four 
years,” said Steven Doyle, CEO of 
Comanche Nation Entertainment. 

“It's a wonderful way to bring joy to 
children and strengthen our commu-
nity, reminding us that even small 
acts of kindness can make a lasting 
impact."  
  In the spirit of giving, Co-
manche Nation Rewards Club mem-
bers can also benefit from donating. 
Player’s Club members who donate a 
toy valued between $5 and $25 can 
present their receipt to receive double 

their donation in Comanche Credit, 
up to $50. This offer is for members 
only and is redeemable once per 
member, per day, per property.  
  Donations can be dropped 
off at the following Comanche Na-
tion Entertainment properties: 

• Comanche Red River Ca-
sino in Devol at 196747 Highway 36  

• Comanche Nation Casino in 
Lawton at 402 SE Interstate Drive  

• Comanche Nation Spur Ca-
sino in Elgin at 9047 US Hwy 62 

• Comanche War Pony Ca-
sino in Devol at 250652 E 2000 Rd. 

• Comanche Nation Star Ca-
sino in Walters at 263171 Highway 
53 
  The Comanche Cares 
Toy Drive donates approximately 
$20,000 to $40,000 annually in gifts 
and toys to communities throughout 
Southwest Oklahoma every holiday 
season. 
  "The continued success 
of our annual toy drive reflects the 
strength and compassion of our com-

munity,” Doyle said. “Bringing joy 
to families and seeing the excitement 
on children's faces makes every ef-
fort worthwhile." 
  Donations benefit both the 
Comanche Cares Foundation and the 
Comanche Nation Tribe, in addition 
to local community organizations 
such as Fletcher Christmas store, 
Church of Good News, Mary Wade 
Christmas Pow Wow, Grandfield 
Fire, Charter Academy and Brown 
Indian Church.
  For more information about 
Comanche Nation Entertainment 
and its community giving initiative 
Comanche Cares, visit www.coman-
chenationentertainment.com. 

 ABOUT COMANCHE CARES 
 Comanche Cares is a com-
munity giving initiative from Co-
manche Nation Entertainment. Co-
manche Cares organizes charitable 
events year-round, with drives for 
school supplies, food and toys. For 
more information, visit www.coman-
chenationentertainment.com

HONOR
Continued from Page 1

AARP
Continued from Page 1

PEWEWARDY
Continued from Page 1

Child Support Services 
Announces Court Dates

 In the Comanche Nation 
Tribal Court

• Quin Heminokeky: CNC-
SP-23-45; Application for Indi-
rect Contempt Citation 

   Section 609 (c) Rule 3 of 
the Comanche Nation Court Codes 
allows for service by publication in 
instances where the location of the 
subject is unknown, or when the sub-
ject of service has been unable to be 
served by traditional means.  CNCSP 
is needing the above name(s) to be 
placed in our upcoming Comanche 
Nation Newspaper. 
  PLEASE TAKE NOTE 
THAT ALL COMANCHE NATION 
TRIBAL COURT CHILD HEAR-
INGS WILL BE CONDUCTED IN 
PERSON.
  PLEASE TAKE NOTE 
THAT ALL COURT OF INDIAN 
OFFENSES CHILD SUPPORT 
HEARING WILL BE CONDUCT-
ED IN PERSON. 

 Yoneva Sapcut was awarded 
the Richard Poweshiek Award during 
the Indian Child Welfare Conference 
on November 13.
 Richard Poweshiek Award 
recognizes an individual in Okla-
homa who has demonstrated an out-
standing commitment and dedica-
tion to the tenets of the Indian Child 
Welfare Act (ICWA). Criteria to be 
considered include: distinction in the 
field of Indian Child Welfare, advo-
cacy toward Indian children and their 
families, knowledge and proficiency 
of ICWA in its application in state 
courts, demonstrated leadership in 
promoting communication between 
state, private, community, and tribal 
agencies, and forming successful 
working relationships within the 
communities they serve. 
 “Yonevea Sapcut has dedi-
cated 28 years of her life to protecting 
and maintaining the integrity of our 
Nation’s most valuable descendants; 
our elders, and our children,” said 
Sandra Mithlo the Comanche Nation 
ICW Director. “As the Child Protec-
tive Service and Adult Protective Ser-
vices caseworker for the Comanche 
Nation of Oklahoma, Yonevea dedi-
cates her time and efforts to building 
families up; keeping them fortified to 
withstand the many trials life throws 
our way.”
 Mithlo said when trouble 

arises, she ensures the families she 
serves do not feel alone. She does 
this by sharing open and honest con-
versations with those she is working 
with. Her genuine care and compas-
sion for the families she is serving 
emanates through her entire spirit. 
 “The safety of our most vul-
nerable populations remains our mat-
ter of greatest importance. Yonevea 
integrates these efforts with sustain-
ing the family’s integrity allowing 
tribal families to flourish while cor-
recting conditions that need attention. 
 Not only does she help our 
families that reside on tribal land, 
Yonevea has assisted State DHS 
workers when she is called upon. By 
doing this, Yonevea not only estab-
lishes a working relationship with 
the State but helps put our Comanche 
family’s at ease. They see a familiar 
face,” she said.
 Mithlo added many times, 
Sapcut has shared with tribal family’s 
a lot of our tribal traditions and oral 
history that have been passed down 
to her from her mother and other el-
ders of our tribe. By doing this she is 
ensuring that our tribal customs are 
carried on. 
 “It is my great honor to 
nominate Yonevea Sapcut for the 
Richard Poweshiek Award,” Mithlo 
said.

Yoneva Sapcut received the Rich-
ard Poweshiek Award for her dedi-
cation to children at the Indian 
Child Welfare Conference, held 
November 12-14. 

Sapcut Receives Award at 
ICW Conference

Story and Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

On November 4 at Watchetaker Hall, the Comanche Nation El-
der’s Council held it’s monthly meeting.  The guest speaker 
for the meeting was tribal member Nacona Burgess.  Burgess 
talked to the elders about the history of the Comanche people 
during the era of 1620 - 1825.  Burgess explained how the Co-
manche people migrated south deep into what is now known as 
the state of Texas.  Burgess also talked about how great horse-
men and warriors the Comanche people were during that era.

Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Dr. Cornel Pewewardy is surrounded by his family during his induction 
ceremony into the Oklahoma Educators Hall of Fame on November 1 in 
Oklahoma City, Okla.
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Culinary Corner/ Fun PagePrograms
Candid Kamu’uta 
(Sweet Potatoe)

4 Pounds Sweet Potatoes 
quarted
3 Cups miniature marshmal-
lows, divided
1 1/4 Cups butter
1 1/4 Cups brown sugar
ground cinnamon to taste
ground nutmeg to taste

Directions
Gather all ingredients.  Preheat 
oven to 400 degrees.  Grease a 
9x13 inch baking dish.

Bring a large pt of water to a 
boil.  Add sweet potatoes and 
boil until. slightly underdone, 
about 15 minutes, drain and 
peel when cool enough to 
handle.

While potatoes are cooling, 
combine 2 cups marshmal-
lows, butter, brown sugar, cin-
namon and nutneg in a large 
saucepan over medium heat; 
cook stirring occasionally, un-
til marshmallows are melted.

Stir potatoes into marshmal-
low sauce, mashing about half 
of the potatoes and breaking 
the other half into bite size 
chunks.  Transfer into the pre-
pared baking dish.

Bake in preheated oven for 15 
minutes.

Sprinkle remaining marsh-
mallows evenly over top and 
continue to bake until marsh-
mallows are slightly toasted 
and golden brown, about 15 
minutes.

December
Adult Education

Student of the Month
Christy Foster

Courtesy Photo

 Christy Foster is currently 
enrolled in the classes needed to start 
her Nursing degree.
 Foster is a proud member of 
the Comanche Nation and she is also 
of Kiowa decent. Her grandmother is 
the late Geraldine Hawkins Poahway 
and her great-grandparents are the 
late Nestler Poahway and Jenny Gei-
mausaddle.
 Foster plans to finish her 
current courses and then pursue 
her career working with Elders in a 
Skilled Nursing Facility. Foster has 
patience and compassion. Foster 
feels like these are the two key ele-
ments needed when working with el-
ders.
 While furthering her educa-
tion in nursing school, she will con-
tinue to learn and better herself.
 Special thanks to her hus-
band and family who always be-
lieved in her and kept pushing her to 
do what God had planned for her.

December
Higher Education

Student of the Month
Alec Green

Courtesy Photo

 With the tremendous help 
from the Comanche Nation Higher 
Education Department, Alec Green, 
graduated from the University of 
Central Oklahoma in May of 2021 
with a Bachelor's degree in Occupa-
tional Safety and Health.
 Following graduation, 
Green’s career began with several 
internships leading to a pivotal role 
with the Department of the Air Force, 
where Green supports the Occupa-
tional Safety and Health program as 
a civilian.
 After completing his intern-
ship this September, Green transi-
tioned to a full-time position, focused 
on developing his leadership skills 
while pursuing a Master’s degree in 
Business Administration.
 Green’s goal after graduate 
school is to use his newfound skills 
to drive valuable organizational im-
provements and meaningful change.

December
Higher Education

Student of the Month
Kayla Niedo

Courtesy Photo

 Kayla-Renee Molina-Niedo 
is a descendant of Chief Quannah 

Parker and Chief Lookingglass.
 Niedo is currently working 
as a nursing assistant before enter-
ing nursing school. Niedo receiving 
a Bachelor of Science in Nursing de-
gree from Murray State College.
 Niedo’s future plans are to 
keep taking classes and working to-
wards becoming a registered nurse.
 Niedo will further her edu-
cation to another level working to-
wards becoming a Family Nurse 
Practitioner.

December
Job Placement / Training

Student of the Month
Stephanie Landeros

Courtesy Photo

 Stephanie Landeros has 
been a Licensed Practical Nurse 
(LPN) for 18 years. 
 She graduated from the Co-
manche Nation College’s LPN pro-
gram in 2006. Landeros is currently 
enrolled at OSU-OKC.
 Landeros works full-time at 

“Grades for Games” 
Academic Incentive Trip

 In recognition of their ex-
ceptional performance throughout 
the first nine weeks of the school 
year, Comanche Nation Youth Ser-
vices took nine Comanche-enrolled 
students in grades 7-12, to the OU vs. 
Maine football game on November 2. 
This was an amazing display of aca-
demic excellence
 “We believe in recogniz-
ing and rewarding our students' hard 
work. By allowing them to have 
these experiences, we hope to moti-
vate them to continue to keep their 
education as a priority,” said Dena 
Landers, Youth Services Director.

Pictured from L: Emily Kiesecker, 
Savannah Kiesecker, Elgin HS 
Student, Lulu Tahdooahnippah, 
Nika’la Miller, Michael Miller, 
Modesto Schonchin, Jimmie Wild-
cat, Vann Wildcat.

Courtesy Photo

a community mental health clinic in 
Lawton. She provides essential care 
and support to the local community.
 This spring, Landeros plans 
to apply to OSU-OKC’s LPN to RN 
program, taking the next step in her 
nursing career.
 As a mother of four children 
and as a proud member of the Co-
manche Nation, Landeros is honored 
to have the opportunity to further her 
education and serve her community.

our community
 Native American Church Building and Ceremonial Grounds – the 
Native American Church is the tribe’s remaining traditional ceremony, it has 
shown great efficacy in treating substance use disorders. Unfortunately, tradi-
tion is waning, and need to reinvigorate the tradition by providing a central-
ized location for people to learn  
 Consultants for Comanche Nation Department of Health  
 Self-determination requires the Comanche Nation to take greater 
control over their own health. Issues such as over-prescription of opioids can 
be addressed if the tribe has control over  hospitals and clinics. Need to move 
in that direction with a Department of Health with residential treatment, be-
havioral health clinic, third-party billing, and other services.

• Law Enforcement
• ICW
 There is much discussion to include the New Pathways Halfway 
House, and Law Enforcement funds. 
 The voting results to place Resolution TC07-24 on the ballot is 131 
yes/30 no.
 FY 2025 Budget and FY2019-2023 Unspent Funds – TC08-24
 Each year the General Council approves budgets, but the general 
council never receive feedback – did the tribe go over budget or under budget?
Here are the numbers for prior years:
FY2029 - $1,924,063
FY2020 - $2,391,788.98
FY2021 - $16,987,521.85
FY2022 - $10,270,276.53
FY2023 – ($4,110,319)
 Some of this unspent money has been dedicated as carryover via 
CBC resolutions, and some is needed for quarter one (Q1) of FY2025 until the 
January distribution of gaming revenue
 The tribe has $20,796,339.04 in excess.

CBC Proposal
 The CBC proposed to save about half of the money for Rainy Day 
Fund, and to use other half to supplement FY25 budget, especially vulnerable 
populations (elders, youth shelter, social services, housing), to address per-
sistent needs - in-house finance departments, veteran service officer, donation 
to Salvation Army for homeless shelter, enhancing education through student 
services, also investment in economy and community: new businesses (Gore 
Blvd., in Lawton, Okla., in Texas) and Comanche Nation Fairgrounds.
 Chairman Tahdooahnippah noted much of this money is gaming rev-
enue and therefore subject to IGRA and Revenue Allocation Plan, must be 
spend consistent with those requirements.
  The voting results to place Resolution TC08-24 on the ballot is 140 
yes/7 no.
 The meeting is adjourned at 5:33 p.m.

Continued from Page 3

The projected use of the unspent funds from previous fiscal years will go 
vote on January 25, 2025.

The Comanche Nation Offices will be closed 
December 24 and December 25 for 

Christmas, and will re-open for 
regular business Dec. 26.
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Military News
Continued from Page 8

Submitted by Kevin Pohawpatchoko/CIVA

Holiday message from 
the Comanche Indian 
Veterans Association

Courtesy Photo

 “Thank you for protecting 
our country and fighting for our free-
dom. The Comanche Indian Veterans 
Association, Princess, Auxiliary and 
the Sovo Singers would like to say to 
our nation’s men and women past to 
present you deserve every honor for 
all your hard work and sacrifices in 
serving our country. We will contin-
ue our prayers to all the Soldiers, Ma-
rines, Sailors, and Airmen deployed 
around the world during this Holiday 
Season.”                       

CIVA Activities 
Post Oak Days

 On October 13,  CIVA Vet-
erans, Auxiliary provided a Color 
Guard Detail for the original historic 
site of the Post Oak Mission on Fort 
Sill. 
 All in attendance gathered 
at the Post Oak Mission in Indiaho-
ma, Okla., and caravan to the front 
entrance of the U.S. Air Force, Fal-
con Bombing and Gunnery Range 
on Fort Sill, and escorted to the area 
where the original mission once 
stood. 
 The Color Guard Detail 
presented the colors and afterwards 
several Comanche Hymns were sung 
followed by sermon at the historic 
Post site.         

Courtesy Photo

Historical marker of the Post Oak 
Mission

Color Guard Detail, Oklahoma 
Military Hall of Fame 25th 

Annual Banquet and Induction 
Ceremony

 CIVA was invited to be the 
Color Guard for the 25th Annual 
Banquet and Induction Ceremony for 
the Oklahoma Military Hall of Fame. 
Also in attendance was the Cherokee 
Nation’s Color Guard, Choctaw Na-
tion Color Guard, Chickasaw Nation 
Color Guard and the Kiowa Black-
leggings Warrior Society. This event 
was held the Embassy Suites Ban-
quet Room in Norman, Oklahoma. 
 The Comanche Nation Prin-
cess Bluesky Tosee, Comanche Na-
tion Jr. Princess Arlene Schonchin 
and CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie had 
to honor of signing the National An-
them to kick off the banquet. 
 During the ceremony, Lan-
ny Asepermy, USA/SGM (Retired) 
received the Major General Douglas 
Distinguished Public Service Award. 
Jonanthan George USAF/BGEN 
(Retired) was inducted into the Okla-
homa Hall of Honor.   

Courtesy Photo

Comanche Nation Princess Bluesky 
Tosee, Comanche Nation Jr. Prin-
cess Arlene Schonchin and CIVA 
Princess Clara Yazzie had to honor 
of signing the National Anthem.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veterans, Princesses and 
Auxiliary leading the parade of col-
ors.

Courtesy Photo

Guest having dinner prior to the 
start of the banquet.

CIVA Veteran BGEN Jonathan 
George inducted into the Hall of 
Honor by MAJGEN Douglas O, 
Dollar. 

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veteran BGEN Jonathan 
George recipient of the Quilts of 
Valor.

Courtesy Photo

Dr. William Meadows was present-
ed a CIVA Jacket by CIVA Com-
mander Roger Tehauno and CIVA 
Princess Clara Yazzie.

First American Museum 
Presentation

 On November 2, CIVA 
Veteran and Advisor Kevin Pohaw-
patchoko provided a booklet and a 
computer disc of the Master List of 
Comanche Veterans to the staff of 
the 1st Americans Museum to be dis-
played on the Veterans portal.  
 Pages 2-163 contain the 
Master List of all the Comanche Vet-
erans recorded as of today. 
Pages 163-181 contains the follow-
ing: Living Comanche World War II 
Veterans, 
Living Comanche Korean War/Ko-
rean War Era Veterans, 
Living Comanche Vietnam War Vet-
erans
Fallen Warriors of the Comanche Na-
tion, 
Prisoners of War/Missing in Action 
of the Comanche Nation 
Comanches that died Non-Hostile 
while on active duty
Numu Pukutsi Warrior Society
Numu Wounded Warriors
Comanche Veteran Trivia
 The First American Muse-
um Staff will download all the mate-
rial as it will be on display on their 
portal of Veterans in Spring of 2025. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veteran and Advisor Kevin 
Pohawpatchoko interviewed by 
KOCO News Staff.

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Comanche Veterans John Mc-
Clung and Lanny Asepermy on the 
FAM Veterans Portal. 

Funeral and Honor 
Guard Details

 On November 4, a Funeral/ 
Memorial Honor Detail was request-
ed by Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home on behalf of Dusty Poco, the 
sister of Lonnie Wayne Poco who 
was Honorably Discharged from the 
U.S. Navy Veteran. 
 Seaman Poco served in the 
U.S. Navy from June 10, 1958, to 
February 3, 1960. 
 During the Memorial Cere-
mony, Seaman Poco military biogra-
phy was read as his flag was unfolded 
and presented back to the family.  
 The Honor Detail consisted 
of Veterans and Auxiliary members. 
The U.S., Comanche Nation, Okla-
homa, CIVA and the U.S. Navy flags 
were displayed. 

Courtesy Photo

U.S., Comanche Nation, Oklaho-
ma, CIVA and the U.S. Navy flags.

Courtesy Photo

The flag of Lonnie Wayne Poco 
presented my CIVA Veteran Clif-
ford Takawana and CIVA Com-
mander Roger Tehauno.

CIVA Monthly Meeting
 On November 7, CIVA held 
it’s monthly meeting in the CIVA Pa-
triot Room. A call to order was con-
ducted by CIVA Commander Roger 
Tehauno followed by a prayer by 
CIVA Chaplain Jimmy Caddo. CIVA 
Princess Clara Yazzie led the Pledge 
of Allegiance. A blessing, cedaring, 
and a prayer was conducted by Gene 
Sovo on the Eagle gifted to CIVA by 
Comanche Veteran Richard Sumin-
ski who served in the U.S. Air Force.
  A Thanksgiving meal was 
provided by the Auxiliary followed 
by a presentation of a CIVA Auxil-
iary Blanket to Betty Tippeconnie.
 After the evening meal, 
CIVA Veterans conducted their 

monthly meeting as Old and New 
Business was conducted. 
 Final preparations for the 
48th Annual Veterans Day Celebra-
tion and Powwow were discussed 
and finalized along with commitment 
request. 

Courtesy Photo

Cedaring and blessing ceremony 
conducted Gene Sovo assisted by 
CIVA Veteran Darrell Yazzie.

Courtesy Photo

Betty Tippeconnie presented with 
a Service Blanket by CIVA Aux-
iliary Leader Tavia Torralba and 
Linda Tehauno. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veterans going over the pro-
gram on the 48th Annual Veterans 
Day Celebration and Powwow.

Color Guard Cache Middle 
School Native American 

Heritage Month 
 On November 8, CIVA was 
invited to be the Color Guard for the 
Cache Middle School, Native Ameri-
can Heritage Month and to salute all 
of our Veterans who have served our 
county.  
 The event started at 10 a.m., 
with the CIVA Color Guard bring-
ing in the colors followed by the 
Star Spangle Banner was played by 
students of the Cache Middle School 
and signed by the Cache JOM Prin-
cess Mikalyn Hoahwah, Comanche 
Homecoming Princess Jasmine Poe-
moceah, CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie 
and Mesa Tahchawwickah. CIVA 
Color Guard then retired the colors 
with an appropriate song. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veterans, Princess and Aux-
iliary parading in the colors.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie, Cache 
JOM Princess Mikalyn Hoahwah, 
Comanche Homecoming Princess 
Jasmine Poemoceah, and Mesa 
Tahchawwickah signing the Na-
tional Anthem.

Courtesy Photo

Comanche Homecoming Princess 
Jasmine Poemoceah, Cache JOM 
Princess Mikalyn Hoahwah, Mesa 
Tahchawwickah and CIVA Prin-
cess Clara Yazzie, would like to say, 
Thank You to all the Veterans for 
their Service to God and Country. 

Color Guard Detail Cache 
High School Football Game  

 On November 8, CIVA was 
asked by the Cache Public School 
Johnson O’Malley Program to pro-
vide a Color Guard Detail for the 
Native American Pride Night in ac-
cordance with the Native American 
Heritage Month. 
 The Color Guard Detail was 
provided before the Cache and Elgin 
football game at the Ulrich Football 
Stadium, in Cache Oklahoma. 
 The National Anthem was 
played by the Cache High School 
Band and signed by the Cache JOM 
Princess Mikalyn Hoahwah, Coman-
che Homecoming Princess Jasmine 
Poemoceah, CIVA Princess Clara 
Yazzie and Mesa Tahchawwickah. 
CIVA Color Guard then retired the 
colors with an appropriate song. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veterans, Princess, Auxiliary 
pictured with Cache JOM Prin-
cess Mikalyn Hoahwah, Coman-
che Homecoming Princess Jasmine 
Poemoceah, CIVA Princess Clara 
Yazzie and Mesa Tahchawwickah. 

48th Annual Veterans Day 
Celebration and Powwow - 

Honoring our Veterans Past 
to Present 

 On November 11,  14 Co-
manche Veterans were inducted into 
the Oklahoma Military Hall of Hon-
or by the Oklahoma Heritage. The 
Oklahoma Military Hall of Honor 
was established in August 2023 to 
expand the impact of the Oklahoma 
Military Heritage Foundation and 
to honor our Veterans. With the 14 
Comanche Veterans inductees, there 
will be a total of 77 Oklahomans in 
the Hall of Honor. Lanny Asepermy 
was the ninth inductee. 
 21 Comanche Veterans 
were recipients of the Quilts of Valor 
presented by Laura Sylvester and her 
Piedmont, Oklahoma, Quilt Ladies. 
The Mission of the Quilts of Valor 
Foundation is to cover service mem-
bers and veterans touched by war 
with a comforting and healing Quilts 
of Valor. 
 CIVA would like to thank 
our Comanche Nation Jr. Princess, 
Arlene Schonchin and CIVA Princess 
Clara Yazzie in assisting in CIVA’s 
48th Annual Veterans Day Celebra-
tion and Powwow. CIVA would also 
like to thank our Head Staff- MC’s 
Hautee Delgado and Martin Flores, 
Drum- Sovo Singers, Area Director- 
Modesto “Mojo” Schonchin, Secu-
rity- John Chasenah and Co-Hosts- 
VFW Post 1015 and the Comanche 
War Dance Society. 

Courtesy Photo

Comanche Jr. Princess Arlene 
Schonchin, CIVA Princess Clara 
Yazzie and the CIVA Auxiliary get-
ting ready for Grand Entry.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veterans, Comanche Nation 
Veterans and VFW Post 1015 pa-
rading the colors followed by Roy-
alty.

Courtesy Photo

Master of Ceremonies Hautee Del-
gado and Martin Flores.

Courtesy Photo

Oklahoma Military Hall of Honor 
Medallion

Courtesy Photo

Oklahoma Military Hall of Fame 
Officers, President Jerry Shiles, 
Vice President Kelly Zachgo and 
John Farris.

Courtesy Photo

Hall of Honor Inductees- Kevin 
Pohawpatchoko, Ramonah Da-
vis, Dominic Pawlowski, Clifford 
Red Elk, Michael Squire, Michael 
Waddle, Lyman Guy, Frankie Pat-
terson, Cynthia Patterson, Clifford 
Takawana, James Patterson, Roger 
Tehauno. Not pictured is John Mc-
Clung. In the middle are Oklaho-
ma Military Hall of Fame Officers, 
President Jerry Shiles, Vice Presi-
dent Kelly Zachgo and John Farris 
and CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie.

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Quilts of Valor Recipients- Dar-
ren Asepermy, Rowenah Basa, 
Thomas Boyt, Lannette Chibitty, 
James Czerniak, Mark Davis, Wil-
liam Day, Richa Gill, Lyman Guy, 
John McClung, Cynithia Patterson, 
Frankie Patterson, Dominic Paw-
lowski, Stefano Ruiz, Kent Tomah, 
Michael Squire, Robert Tippecon-
nie, Darrell Yazzie and Martin Mc-
Cay.   

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veteran Lanny Asepermy 
pictured with his wife Shelly is pre-
sented a Pendleton blanket for his 
Distinguish Service.
Color Guard, Lawton City Hall, 

Native American Heritage 
Month Proclamation 

 On November 7, at 2 p.m. 
CIVA and the Comanche Nation 
Youth Dancers were invited by Wy-
onna Alberty, City of Lawton, Race 
Relations Coordinator in providing 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie sign-
ing the Lords Prayer next to the 
CIVA Color Guard.

Courtesy Photo

Lawton Mayor Stan Booker pre-
senting a Proclamation to CIVA 
Princess Clara Yazzie.

Kiowa War Mothers 
Chapter 18 Veterans 

Thanksgiving
 On November 14, CIVA 
Veterans were invited by Stephanie 
Akoneto to attend their annual Kiowa 
War Mothers Chapter 18 Veterans 
Thanksgiving dinner. 
 This event was held at the 
Red Wolf Community Building in 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veteran Kevin Pohawpa-
tchoko being introduced to the 
crowd.

Comanche Nation Veteran 
Information is Needed

 The Comanche Indian Vet-
erans Association are updating the 
Comanche Veterans Master List. If 
you are a Honorably Discharged Vet-
eran and you would like your mili-
tary service updated and documented, 
please email Kevin Pohawpatchoko 
at k_pohawpatchoko@yahoo.com. 
Your military service history, docu-
ments, records, photographs and 
your DD-214 will be forwarded to 
Dr. Bill Meadows, Missouri State 
University, Department of Sociolo-
gy-Anthropology/Native American 
Studies. He and his staff will digitize 
your military documents and update 
our Comanche Veterans Master List. 
Our Comanche Veterans military 
history and documents received will 
also help in the event of a Veterans 
passing. In closing, this is voluntary 
for the Comanche Nation Veterans 
and their families.  Thank you.

a Color Guard Detail to open the 
Lawton City Council Meeting. The 
Lord Prayer was sung by Gene Sovo 
and signed by CIVA Princess Clara 
Yazzie. The Pledge of Allegiance was 
given and afterward the flags were 
retired.  
 Mayor Booker announced 
a Proclamation on Native American 
Month and handed the Proclamation 
to CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie who 
accepted it for all the tribes in South-
ern Oklahoma.

Carnegie, Oklahoma. 
 After dinner, CIVA Veteran 
Kevin Pohawpatchoko served as the 
Guest Speaker as he thanked the Kio-
wa War Mother’s for their dedicated 
service, support of all Veterans.  

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

HALL OF HONOR. Brigadier General Jonathan George, Comanche tribal member, was inducted into the Okla-
homa Military Hall of Honor October. 26 following the Oklahoma Military Hall of Fame Induction Ceremony in 
Norman, Okla. LEFT: Major General Douglas O. Dollar places the Hall of Honor Medal on George. RIGHT: Jerry 
Shiles, President of the Oklahoma Military All of Fame, presents George with the Military Hall of Honor Certificate. 
Brig. Gen. Jonathan D. George is the Director, Strategic Capabilities Policy, National Security Council, Execu-
tive Office of the President, Washington, D.C. General George was commissioned in 1981 and has had a variety of 
operational and staff assignments, including command of a bomb squadron, a bomb group, an air expeditionary 
wing, a bomb wing and an intelligence, surveillance and reconnaissance wing. His staff assignments have been at 
the Headquarters U.S. Air Force, U.S. Strategic Command, U.S. Embassy in Kabul, Afghanistan, Department of 
Agriculture and Department of Energy. The general is a command pilot with more than 4,000 flying hours in vari-
ous strike, reconnaissance and training aircraft.

Merry Christmas and Happy New 
Year from the Comanche Indian 

Veterans Association (CIVA) 

Continued on Page 9
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Courtesy PhotoFile Photo

OLDEST MAN AND OLDEST WOMAN OF THE COMANCHE NATION. The oldest man of the Comanche 
Nation is Leroy Esadooah, who is 102 years. The oldest woman of the Comanche Nation is Pauline Kowena who 
is 100 years, according to the Comanche Nation Enrollment Department. The Comanche Nation honors all el-
ders of the Comanche Nation.
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Petarsy Church
Free Men’s 
Breakfast & 
Fellowship

8 a.m.
the 2nd Saturday 

of the Month
266 Little Bear 

Loop, 
Richard’s Spur

Sonia and Patrick Attocknie (580) 483-9326

COME PLAY WITH US COME PLAY WITH US 
THIS DECEMBER!THIS DECEMBER!

ComancheNationEntertainment.com
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MilestonesComanche Owned Business Page

Cody Gray
Gray Skill Photo
Phone: (580) 695-9526
Sells Art, Custom Clothing with art-
work printed on it.

Charles Dukon Harris
Dukon Harris Artwork on Facebook 
and Instagram.
Email: dukonharris12@icloud.com
Self taught artist and his mediums 
are oil paintings, woodburning art, 
antler and wood carvings, digital 
art, porcupine quilled earrings, and 
paints murals.

Ed Hoosier
Contemporary Native Artist
Email: edhoosier@gmail.com
Paints acrylics. His paintings can be 
viewed on Facebook, Ed Hoosier, un-
der “My Photos”

Michele Robinson
Email:michele.d.robinson.49@
gmail.com
Self-taught Artist. Beadworker, rega-
lia maker (moccasins, boots, dresses, 
belts, shawls, etc.) She paints Acryl-
ics, creates digital art, multimedia 
art, digital design, and photography.

Selena Onco
SO Creations
Art: Native art/prints
Native artwork stickers, beaded jew-
elry, and ribbon skirts. 

Tim Saupitty
Artist
Email: Saupittyartstudio@gmail.com
Facebook: Bobbie Tenequer
Paintings Murals, restoration work.

Jonathan Cantwell
Sculptor
Email: jon.cantwell3@gmail.com
Latex Halloween masks and other 
art.

Cynthia Canada
Fine Art Illustration
Website: www.cynthiacanada.com
Instagram: https://www.instagram.
com/paintgirlpaint/
Email: canadaillustration@gmail.
com
Freelance Illustration and Fine Art 
Commissions since 2011.

Keith Brandvold
Musician/Artist/Agriculturalist
Instagram: @ReverbPapi.
Email for artist inquiries: keithevan-
brandvold@gmail.com
Email for agricultural inquiries: 
kbrandvold@indianpueblo.org.

Patricia Davis
Art/Music/Author: Ty Davis Road
Ten Bears Development
Phone: (541) 294-1909
Provides Tribal Code writing servic-
es, hearing officer, and consultation 
and mediation. 

Ted Tahquechi
Photographer
Email: nedskee@tahquechi.com
Website: https//tahquechi.com/
Creates tactile art for those who are 
blind or visually impaired.

Terry Gomez
Published and produced playwright, 
painter, author, and educator.
Email: woomavoyah@gmail.com
Educator: Taught acting courses for 
the ABC/Disney/Institute of American 
Indian Arts Summer Film Programs 
and at IAIA: Acting, Theater Produc-
tion and Script writing courses.
Painter: Oils and Acrylics, Contem-
porary Native Art. 

Eric Tippeconnic
Comanche Artist
Website: www.erictippeconnic.com

Kellie Devine
The Native Hippy
Lawton, OK
Phone: (580) 704-6162
Website: thenativehippy.com

The Native Hippy offers creative 
design in all things. Art, clothing, 
graphics, and more. 

Laurie Payne
Gourmet Bouquet

Sofia DeJesus
M&D’s Good Eats

Kurt Kinder
Kurt’s Full Service Station
Cement, OK
(580) 450-8711
Oil changes, fix flat tires, etc.

Payne’s Garage
120 S. Oak St. 
Apache, OK 73006
Phone: (580) 741-0291
Email: Paynesgarage86@gmail.com
Motorcycle Repair Shop. Look-
ing for quality, professional service 
without the dealership price? Then 
give us a call today! MMI/HDU fac-
tory trained & certified with 40 years 
combined in dealership experience.

Kim Swasho
Rock Island Body Shop
Enid, OK
Phone: (580) 237-6333
Email: hnspaint@gmail.com
Body shop with 40 years of experi-
ence. They repair, replace and refin-
ish all your auto body needs includ-
ing windshields, window glass and 
paintless dent repairs. 

Lauren Dalby
LJ’s Cleaning Services
Phone: (580) 232-0750
Does commercial cleaning and resi-
dential cleaning. Move out or in, 
deep cleaning, organization and 
laundry services. Offer biweekly or 
monthly servies.

Victoria (Paddyaker) Brown
Kingdom Chiropractic
363 W. Main Street 
Lewisville, TX 75057
Phone: (972) 261-9897
Website: https://www.kingdomchiro-
practictx.com/

Anthony Ulloa
Provision Construction
Phone: (580) 704-9084
Remodeling, Concrete, and Roofing.

James Davenport
5D Welding, LLC
705 J. Street
Olustee, OK 73560
Phone: (580) 481-8314
Email: james.davenport.5dwelding@
gmail.com
Welding/Fabrication, Construction, 
Landscaping, Odd Jobs.

Tyler Crafton
Native Custom Builders
Phone: (405) 606-1545
Email: Tyler@nativecb.com
Commercial and residential con-
struction. They also installed city wa-
ter lines, built several tiny homes and 
administrative offices for Oklahoma 
Tribes and continue to build homes 
throughout the state to help the com-
munities grow strong. 

NUTRITION

ARTIST

CONSTRUCTION

HANDMADE CRAFTS

POOL SERVICES

M&R Plumbing
Fred W. Codynah
Comanche owned and operated.

Motah Plumbing Company
(580) 250-1828
40 years of operation. Comanche 
owned and operated. 

John Youniacutt
John Youniacutt Construction
General Contractor
Lubbock, TX

Michael Long and Roger Gwinn
M&R Plumbing Co.
Phone: (580) 514-2423
Roger Gwinn Phone: (580) 291-8129
Plumbing, New construction, remod-
el, repair. 28 years of plumbing expe-
rience. Honest and affordable.

Johnson & Sons Construction LLC
(580) 921-3256
Email: bigtim50@live.com

Valencia Myers
Lash Dolls TX
Phone: (214) 770-9795
Email: lashdollstexas@yahoo.com
Lash extensions specialist and train-
er with over 10 years experience. 

Martha Negron
Wild Spirit Salon and Boutique, LLC
1808 NW Ft. Sill Blvd.
Lawton, OK
Phone: (580) 280-2545
Email: wildspiritsalonllc@gmail.
com.

Alexis Oellien and Briana Arre-
dondo
A&B Crochet
Handmade Crochet Creations
Email: Abcrochet580@gmail.com
Facebook: A&B Crochet.

Elizabeth Parker
Parker Designs
Artist/Designer
Phone: (580) 704-3315
Email:parker.designs580@gmail.
com
Handmade crafts, staging, and de-
sign.

Tenille Irving
Beading by a Tee
Email: beadingbytee76@gmail.com
Art: Beaded earrings, dentalium 
shell earrings/ necklaces, beaded 
barrette, native ornaments/ex: baby 
cradle, baby moccasins. 

Candice Mithlo
Mithlo Creations LLC
Email: Mithlocreations.com
Mustang, OK
Earrings, Tumblers, Jewelry, T-
Shirts, Wood Work, Leather Alumi-
num Slate, Trophies, Engraving

Cookie Payne
Gourmet Bouquet
827 W. Main Street Suite 106
Branson, MO
Email: Mygourmetbouquet.com
Phone: (417) 320-6320
Hours: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Mon-Fri.
9 a.m. - 1 p.m.- Sat.
Edible bouquet arrangements, gift 
baskets and healthy supplements. 

Danita Haury
Email: danitahaury39@gmail.com
Facebook: Danita Haury
Custom Beadwork and Ribbon Skirts.

Fiona Kerchee
Sisterly Shenanigans
2330 W. Gore Blvd.
Lawton, OK 

CAR/MOTORCYCLE 
REPAIRS

CLEANING SERVICES

PARTY RENTALS

BAKERY/SWEETS

HAIR

(580) 956-4453
Email: Sisterlyshenanigans2021@
gmail.com
Arts and Crafts.

Carter and Paxton Morris
Frosted Chainz
“Drip” necklaces, custom wiffle ball 
bats, clothing for all ages.

Kristy Noel-Marcellino
KD Balloons
Email: Kristy
Instagram: KD Balloons
Facebook: KD Balloons

Kara Henderson and Kristy Noel-
Marcellino
Firewheel Creations
Facebook: Firewheel Creations
Shirts, and other native inspired 
products. 

Ksaey Goodwin
KG Dezignz
Facebook: Kasey Goodwin
Beadwork, t-dresses, sewing.

Rena Sankadota
Facebook: Rena M. Sankadota
Cashapp: $Sankkadota
Comanche Made ribbon skirts and 
moccasins.

Tessa Robledo
Beadwork & Applique Artist
Email: comanche.kiowa@gmail.com
Website: www.T-DesignsBeadwork.
com.
Commission & current beadwork 
pieces for sale on website.

Roots + Blooms Retail Shop 
Pawhuska, OK
525 Kihekah
Pawhuska, OK
Phone: (918) 440-1334
Email: info@roots-blooms.com
Website: shoprootsblooms.com
Come shop our curated collection of 
gifts, antiques, vintage clothing, and 
of course flowers.

Chad Tahchawwickah
Email: ComancheChad@duck.com
Makes hand drums, hand game size 
drums, powwow drums, drumsticks, 
necklaces, ribbon skirts.

Mandy Lynn Parker-Zuniga
Comanche Shirt Company
172 E. Lake Dr
Medicine Park, OK 73557
The shop has grown and I added 
goods I curated such as blankets, 
feathers, socks, journals, gift sets and 
much more. We also screen print, em-
broider hats, and make dainty native 
jewelry.

Brandi Locklear
Redelk Road Beading
Email: Beadmeuponredelkrd@
gmail.com
Instagram: Beadmeuponredelkrd.

Chantel Miranda
Chantel’s Blended Creations
Facebook: Chantel’s Blended Cre-
ations
Website: chantels-blended-creations.
square.site or linktr.ee/chantels_
blended_creations.
She creates Native American bead-
work.

Christine Armstrong and Suzanne 
Patterson
HiYi Creations
Phone (405) 574-2828 or (580) 284-
1858
Lawton, OK
Email: armstrongchristine2018@
gmail.com
They make Native American regalia 
& crafts. They also take custom or-
ders.

Casey Horn
Bigbearz Painting Home Improve-
ment
Lawton, OK.

NAILS

HOME IMPROVEMENT

EYELASHES

COMPLEMENTARY AND 
ALTERNATIVE 

MEDICINE (CAM)

REAL ESTATE

Thank you for your submissions. The Comanche Nation Public Information Office/News will update this page quarterly. 
If you would like to see your business listed next or you need to update your business information, 

please email all your information to pio@comanchenation.com. 

Phone: (580) 483-2452
Email: bigbearpaintinglawton@
gmail.com

Dustin McGee
McGee Electric Services
21343 W. Gore Blvd.
Indiahoma, OK 73552
(580) 284-7998
Residential, Commercial, Industrial 
electrical work. No job too small! 
Free estimates.

Sabrina Ticeahkie
Nails by Sabrina
Facebook, TikTok, and Instagram: 
NailsbySabrina’s/Sunny Scents, mes-
sage on Facebook.
Accepts ApplePay and Cash.

Aaron Ulloa
Elivate Nutrition
1906 Cache Rd
Lawton, OK
Phone: (580) 450-0468.

Jay and Lauren Sumner
Bulldog Inflatables & Party Rentals
Phone: (580) 591-1859 or (580) 232-
0750.
Offer different type of inflatables. 
Welcome for all events. Churches, 
school events.

Brett Drake
Poolwerx Carrollton
2150 N. Josey Ln. Ste 126
Carrollton, TX 75006
Email: brettadrake@gmail.com
Website: https://wwwpoolwerx.com/
locations/texas/poolwerx-carrollton/
Full service residential and commer-
cial pool and hot tub service provider 
with a physical retail location.

Lisa Brown
Natuv Inc.
Facebook: Natuv Inc.
Public and Government Service.

Rebecca Ann Tahchawwickah
Bluebear 1985 Wedding Officiant
P.O. Box 389
Cache, OK 
Phone: (580) 574-0603
Email: Bluebear1216@gmail.com
Facebook: #Bluebear1985

Richard Looney
Quality Integrated Services, Inc. 
(QIS)
Guymon, OK 73942
Phone: (580) 335-4856
Fax: (580) 468-6602
Email: richard@qisinspection.com
Website: https//www.qisinspection.
com.

Teneka Harris
Realtor North Texas
Phone: (940) 390-4316
Email: teneka@rebdgroup.com.

Bella Dermis
Skincare Studio

SKIN CARE

PUBLIC AND 
GOVERNMENT 

SERVICES

Happy Belated Birthday

November 29 - James Muncy 

Happy Birthday! 

December - Kaiden Elder
December - Lillie Chibitty
December 1 - Delbert Karty
December 2 - Stacey Cole
December 3 - Ron Yellowfish
December 4 - Gayle Lynn Ni-
yah-Hughes
December 8 - Joseph Foye
December 9 - YoYo Tahdoo-
ahnippah
December 10 - Gracelyn 
Sue Pedro “Wishing you a 
very Happy and Blessed 18th 
Birthday. Love, Daddy, Mom, 
Grandma, Alex, and Sage. 
December 11 - Andy Sim-
mons “Love Mom, Charlene 
Killsfirst.
December 12 - Quinn Sim-
mons “Happy Heavenly Birth-
day.”
December 12 - Michael Pen-
nah
December 14 - Koah Allen 
Masters
December 15 - Ian Mikal 
Guerrero
December 17 - Latrice Rocha
December 19 - Claire Josey
December 19 - Kayden Sim-
mons “Love, Grandma Sweet-
ie.”
December 20 - Timothy Le-
roy Parker Sr. “Happy Heav-
enly Birthday.”
December 20 - Kaleb Plata
December 21 - Mary Crystal 
Nauni “Love and Blessings Al-
ways.”
December 21 - Shelly Sim-
mons “Love Mom, Charlene 
Killsfirst.
December 22 - Rebecca Re-
nee Bull “From Angela Bull.”
December 24 - Jordan Prai-
rie Chief “Happy Birthday 
Fryce!! Love, Your Family! ♥
December 24 - Isabel Marie 
Lopez
December 24 - Leona
December 24 - Bryan K. 
Burch Jr.
December 26 - Aaron and 
Alex Moore
December 27 - Mia Sanders
December 30 - Rose Ridgway
December 30 - Stephanie 
Ruesga

The Comanche Nation 
News

January Edition 
Deadline:

December 15
Email: 

stacey.heminokeky@comanchenation.
com
Mail: 

Comanche Nation/PIO 
P.O. Box 908 

Lawton, OK 73501 
Contact: (580) 492-3385

In Loving Memory
Kid “A” Suina

December 4, 1986 - June 16, 2012

~ Always thinking of you. 
Lillene Suina.

Happy 28th Birthday
Ron Yellowfish

December 3
~ Happy Birthday Son! Mom, Alex, 

Richie, and Anthony. We all miss you 
and love you so much!!!

Happy 11th Birthday
Mia Sanders
December 27

Happy Birthday
Leona 

December 24
~ We love you.

Melvin and Biscuit Kerchee
December

Celebrating 34 years of Marriage!

CONGRATULATIONS
Dina Baca

August 12, 1994
Celebrating 30 years of SOBRIETY!

Happy 15th Birthday
Kaiden Elder

December
~ We are so proud of the young 

man you are becoming!! Love you 
always! Love Mom & family.

In Loving Memory
Happy Heavenly 

Birthday

Gayle Lynn Niyah-Hughes
December 4

~We Miss You.

Happy 42nd Birthday
Stephanie Ruesga

December 30

Happy 18th Birthday
Ian Mikal Guerrero

December 15
~ We love you so much! Mommy and 

Dalyliah. 

Happy 21st Birthday
Isabel Marie Lopez

December 24

Happy 18th Birthday
Kaleb Plata

December 20
~ We love you! Love, Your Family. 

Happy Birthday
Latrice Rocha
December 17

~ A Comanche Warrior Was Born. I 
just want to thank GOD for add-

ing another year to my life. Happy 
Birthday to Me!

Happy 10th Birthday
Joseph Foye
December 8

~ “It matters not what someone is 
born, but what they grow to be.” 

Harry Potter and the Goblet of Fire.

Happy 2nd Birthday
Claire Josey
December 19

Happy Birthday
Lillie Chibitty

December
~Happy Birthday Lillie, you have 
brought so much light and life to 
your family. Your grandparents, 
cousins, aunts, uncles, and great 
grandma love you with all their 
heart. Your first two years of life 
have brought us some of the best 

memories there is. Love you, 
Momma and Papa.

Happy Birthday
Koah Allen Masters

December 14
~ Happy Birthday, Bub! We love 

you!!!

Happy 16th Birthday
Bryan K. Burch Jr.

December 24

Donald and Linda Lee Mowery
December 4

Celebrating 55 years of Marriage!

Rose and David Ridgway
December 30

Celebrating 43 years of Marriage!
~Happy 43rd Anniversary. 

You’re my rock!

Happy Belated Birthday
James Muncy
November 29

~ Happy Belated Birthday Baby. We 
are so proud of you. Nana, Papa, 

and Paco. We ♥ You!

Happy Birthday
YoYo Tahdooahnippah

December 9 
~ Happy Birthday Baby. We all ♥ 

you. Auntie Rose.

Happy 86th Birthday
Delbert Karty
December 1

~ From Your Girls, Debbie, Paula, 
Cricket; and All your Grandchildren. 
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Call 405-829-1207

SALES-INSTALLATION-REPAIRS

SERVING OF ALL OF CADDO COUNTY,
FLETCHER, ELGIN AND LAWTON AREAS

Competitive Pricing on ALL Parts & Equipment

W & R MECHANICAL L.L.C

Heating and Air

 Duct Cleaning Services Blown Insulation

Native American Owned & Operated

Email: wrmechanical@gmail.com

We Accept Visa, Mastercard and Discover Cards

Employment Opportunities!

www.cnb1901.com/careers

DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 

for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.
  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   

REASONABLE PREP FEES
Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455

Obituaries
COMANCHE NATION ADDRESS UPDATES

You may now update your address with Enrollment by
going to the enrollment page at www.comanchenation.com
 and clicking on the Online Form or call (580)492-3371 for 

other enrollment related questions.

877-585-4177 CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE-PRIDE

Robert Gooden Sr.

Courtesy Photo

Gooden
 Father, Husband, Son, 
Brother, Grandfather, and Great-
Grandfather. Gooden was more than 
loved—he was cherished beyond 
words by those who knew him best.
 Gooden was a man of quiet 
strength, a stoic presence whose 
few but impactful words were often 
regarded with the respect given to 
timeless wisdom. His insight, earned 
through years of hard work and 
steady character, was a guiding light 
for all who were fortunate enough to 
know him. Those closest to him often 
called him “the wizard,” “G-papa,” 
or simply “Gandalf,” as his quick wit, 
unassuming ways, and wise counsel 
lit their paths. In Gooden, we saw a
beautiful soul—someone whose gen-
tle spirit and warm presence made 
every moment spent with him memo-
rable.
 As a farmer, a family man, 
and a friend, Gooden exemplified 
the values of loyalty, dedication, and 
love. His love for his family was 
boundless, especially for his chil-
dren and grandchildren, whose lives 
he touched with unwavering kind-
ness and wisdom. He was a man 
who found fulfillment not in grand 
gestures but in the simple, profound 
joy of spending time with family and 
watching his loved ones grow. Each 
story he shared, each memory he 
created, will live on in the hearts of 
those he leaves behind.
 Born on December 17, 1958, 

in Clovis, New Mexico, Gooden em-
bodied loyalty, having worked his 
entire life with only two employers. 
As a skilled diesel mechanic at Do-
lese for 18 years and later as a dedi-
cated Service Manager at C.L. Boyd, 
Gooden’s reliability and work ethic 
earned him the respect of all who 
worked alongside him. Even in re-
tirement, he upheld the legacy of the 
Gooden name, continuing to farm the 
land with the same love and commit-
ment he poured into all aspects of his 
life.
 Gooden is preceded in death 
by his father, Rex Gooden, brother, 
Kenneth Gooden and his loving 
grandparents.
 He is survived by his de-
voted wife, Barbara Gooden, of 
the home. Barbara was not only 
Gooden’s devoted wife since 2002, 
but his greatest confidante and clos-
est friend. Together, they built a life 
rooted in love, laughter, and a deep
mutual respect, a bond that will for-
ever be cherished by all who wit-
nessed it.
 Alongside Barbara, he 
leaves behind his beloved children; 
Robby and Heather Gooden, Eric 
and Christina Wilson, Cody and 
Katie Lafferty; his mother, Karen 
Gooden; his brother Dennis and wife 
Carla Gooden; and cherished bonus
children, Jerame and Shana Mink, 
Thomas and Ashley Culbertson, 
and Anthony and Kristy Mink. His 
grandchildren—Tanner Johnson, Au-
bree Reeves, Koby Gooden, Kelbie 
Mink, Kayla Gooden, Madison Mink, 
Aust’n Reeves, Kelsie Mink, Kayden 
Gooden, Autumn Darnell, and Hazel 
and Silas Lafferty, —were a source of 
joy for Gooden, and he was blessed 
to meet his five great-grandchildren. 
 In his quiet, steadfast way, 
Gooden also forged bonds of lasting 
friendship. His closest friends, Russ 
Roach and David Allen, stood by him 
through life’s ups and downs. And on 
the farm, Rodrick Sovo and Cailey 
Gonzales were more than helpers; 
they were family, always ready to 
lend a hand in Gooden’s trusted work. 
With wisdom, patience, and an ability 
to fix anything, Gooden lived up to 
his nickname, “Gandalf.” 
 There was truly nothing he 

Thomas Blackstar Jr. 
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Blackstar
 Thomas Blackstar Jr. was 
born on Sept. 30, 1955, to Thomas 
Blackstar Sr. and Margie Pahdocony 
in Lawton, Okla. He passed away 
peacefully at home on Nov. 10, with 
his beloved wife Liz by his side. He 
was a proud full blood member of the 
Comanche Nation of Oklahoma. 
 Blackstar complete his edu-
cation through Walters Elementary 
and Walters Junior High School. He 
graduated from Ft. Sill Indian School 
Class of 1975. Blackstar worked for 
the City of Lawton in the Lake Di-
vision. He spent his work days at 
Lake Lawtonka and Lake Ellsworth, 
he retired after 22 years. Blackstar 
loved and embraced being outdoors, 
even after retirement he stayed busy 
mowing the lawn and taking care of 
his families dance ground and camp-
site on 4 mile. Blackstar was also an 

Shalene Renee Aitson 
"Baby Girl" 
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Aitson
 Shalene Renee Aitson 

"Baby Girl" entered into her eternal 
rest on November 13, in Oklahoma 
City, Okla., with her loving family by 
her side. 
 She was born on October 27, 

couldn’t mend or make better. But it 
was his selflessness, his grace, and 
his unending generosity that truly 
set him apart. He was a man of deep 
integrity and class, who lived for oth-
ers as much as for himself. While we 
mourn his passing, we take solace in 
knowing he is now in the embrace of 
our great Savior, at peace in a place 
of eternal light and love.

avid Dallas Cowboys and Oklahoma 
Sooners fan.
 Blackstar is survived by 
his wife Lizzie Marie Blackstar; his 
sons Thomas Blackstar III (Rewa) 
of Chickasha, Okla.; Little brother 
Benjamin Blackstar (Amanda) of 
Anadarko, Okla.; daughter Margie 
Tahdooahnippah of Marble Falls, 
Tex.; grandchildren Stefan and Da-
kota Wahkinney of Lawton, Okla.; 
Sydney Wahkinney of Big Spring, 
Tex.; Gabriel Blackstar, Michael 
Blackstar, Gideon Blackstar, Daniel 
Creepingbear-Blackstar, Benjamin 
Blackstar Jr., Brooke Blackstar, and 
Aja Blackstar; Great grandchildren 
Kyson, Andrus, Kinsley, Kendric, 
and Maximus; siblings Laverne, 
Laverna, Michael, Oliver, Carme-
la, Dorcas, Rodney, and Dawn. As 
well as numerous uncles, aunts, and 
friends.
 Blackstar is preceded in 
death by his father Thomas Black-
star Sr.; mother Margie Pahdocony; 
brothers Tommy Lee and Frankie; 
sisters Francetta and Christina.

1997, to Hattie Shalain Aitson, she 
was lovingly raised by Timothy Oto-
tivo and Lola Ototivo. Aitson was a 
proud member of the Comanche Na-
tion of Oklahoma. Aitson grew up in 
Walters and completed her education 
through Walters Public Schools. She 
was a life- long member of the Brown 
Church Indian Baptist Church, where 
she formed a trusting and loving re-
lationship with her Lord and Savior. 
Aitson enjoyed playing Fortnite on 
X-Box and spending time with her 
family. She also adored her pets, and 
all animals. 
 Aitson thrived as a mother 
to her baby boy Kai'den. Her loving 
nature created an unbreakable bond 
between them. She loved to take 
Kai'den to the park and they enjoyed 
walks together, her greatest joy was 
being able to provide Kai'den with a 
safe and happy home. 
 Aitson is survived by sib-
lings Joseph Aitson, Porscha Aitson, 
Summer Aitson, Brandy Ototivo, 
Terence Ototivo, Lanette Ototivo, 
Timothy Ototivo, Emily and Makay-
la Horse; aunts Tiffany Marie Tahse-
quah, Kristi Lynn Tahsequah; uncles 
Justin Morgan Tahsequah, Rudy Earl 
Ototivo, C.O. Ototivo; and the moth-
er that raised her Lola Ototivo.
 Aitson is preceded in death 
by her mother Hattie Aitson; grand-
mother Carmen Ototivo; uncle Glen 
McCarthy; aunt Linda Ototivo; aunt 
Jan Ototivo.
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