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Lisa Dawsey Wins Tribal 
Administrator Position 

A Meet and Greet was held June 21  
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	 On June 11, Comanche 
Indian Veterans (CIVA) Princess, 
Clara Yazzie,  was recognized with a 
Mayoral Citation at the Lawton City 
Council Meeting. The citation reads 
as follows. 
	 “Mayoral Citation Present-
ed to: 

CLARA YAZZIE
2024-2025 COMANCHE INDIAN 

VETERANS ASSOCIATION 
(CIVA) PRINCESS

	 “On behalf of the citizens 
of the City of Lawton, I, Mayor Stan 
Booker, am pleased to confer upon 
you this Mayoral Citation in recog-
nition of your dedication and crafts-
manship in creating handmade poppy 
pins. Your commitment to honoring 
our fallen soldiers and preserving the 
Memorial Day poppy tradition has 
been invaluable to our community.
	 Your exceptional talent as 
a seamstress and heartfelt dedica-
tion to this cause inspire us all. By 
stepping forward, you ensure that 
an important tradition, which might 
otherwise be lost to your generation, 
continues to be remembered and 
cherished.
	 The City of Lawton is proud 
to recognize you for your positive 
impact and commitment to honoring 
our heroes and for rising to the high-
est level of “Some Kind of Wonder-
ful”.
	 In witness whereof, I here-
unto set my hand and cause the Offi-
cial Seal of the City of Lawton, Okla-
homa, to be affixed hereto this 11th 
day of June, 2024.”
	 Yazzie created handmade 
poppy pins for Memorial Day and 
presented Mayor Booker with a 
pin and handmade tie during a City 
Council Meeting,.
	 “As parents, we are very 
proud of her and we will continue to 
support her in whatever decision she 
makes,” said Darrel Yazzie, Clara’s 
father.
	 This was the fourth May-
oral Citation given by Mayor Booker 
since May 2023.

CIVA Princess 
Recognized by  
City of Lawton

NOTICE
Due to receiving the gift 
cards at a later date, the 
application for the Youth 
Program’s School Cloth-
ing Assistance will now 
be accepted July 22nd – 

October 1st.
Call The Youth Services 

Program, (580) 492-3288.

Happy Chief’s Day
July 19

Comanche Nation 
Enterprises, Inc. 

Announces Partnership 
with Bank for Loan 
Program to Tribally 

Owned Small Businesses

	 Comanche Nation Enterpris-
es (CNE), Inc. announces partnership 
with Equity Bank for distribution of 
the first tranche of the SSBCI (State 
Small Business Credit Initiative) 
Loan Participation Program to trib-
ally owned small businesses. The 
Program is a part of the U.S. Depart-
ment of the Treasury’s Investing in 
America Small Business Opportunity 
Program (SBOP) – a U.S. Treasury 
competitive grant program funded by 
the SSBCI.
	 The program was reautho-
rized and expanded by President 
Biden’s American Rescue Plan and is 
a nearly $10 billion program to sup-
port small businesses and entrepre-
neurship in communities across the 
United States by providing capital 
and technical assistance to promote 
small business stability, growth and 
success. SSBCI provides funding to 
states, the District of Columbia, ter-
ritories, and Tribal governments (col-
lectively, participating jurisdictions) 
for programs that catalyze lending 
and investing in small businesses, 
build ecosystems of opportunity and 
entrepreneurship, and create high-
quality jobs. SSBCI is designed to 
catalyze private capital in the form 
of loans to and investments in small 
businesses, especially in histori-
cally under served communities and 
among entrepreneurs who may have 
otherwise lacked the support needed 
to pursue their business ambitions. 
SSBCI includes two programs: the 
Capital Program and the Technical 
Assistance (TA) Grant Program. Un-
der the Capital Program, participat-
ing jurisdictions implement credit 
and equity/venture capital programs 
to provide capital to small businesses. 
Under the TA Grant Program, Trea-
sury supports programs that provide 
legal, accounting or financial adviso-
ry services to qualifying small busi-
nesses. Oklahoma’s designation for 
their capital program is the Loan Par-
ticipation Program which provides 
credit support through the purchase 
of a portion of a loan made by a lend-
er or through a direct loan alongside a 
private lender.
	 Comanche Nation Enterpris-
es, Inc. obtained $3.88 million, issued 
in tranches of $1.1 million, in fund-
ing and has been actively searching 
for a lender to partner with for distri-
bution. Alisha Herrera, the Regional 
President for NOK with Equity Bank, 
has been working with CNE CEO, 
Marlon Stevens, on various business 
ventures intended to bring profit to 
the Comanche Nation, making the 
partnership with Equity for the Loan 
Participation Program an ideal situ-
ation for both parties. Alisha states,” 
Equity Bank is proud to partner with 
the Comanche Nation. We are look-
ing forward to fostering a long-lasting 

See LOAN PROGRAM, Page 4

Submitted by CNE Staff

Comanche Nation Housing Authority’s 
Programs Break Previous Year’s Record 

Number of Tribal Members Served
CNHA’s 2023 programs reach nearly 4,000 Comanche Nation families 

	 Comanche Nation Housing 
Authority (CNHA), a Comanche Na-
tion-affiliated organization that pro-
motes self-sufficiency and provides 
affordable, safe and decent housing to 
low-income tribal members, reached 
more than 3,952 tribal families in 
2023. 
 	 Breaking its own record 
set in 2022 of 2,430 tribal families 
served, CNHA supported tribal fami-
lies through the following programs 
and grants: 

•	 Emergency Rental Assis-
tance Program (ERAP) 

•	 Indian Housing Block Grant 
(IHBG)

•	 Homeowners Assistance 
Fund (HAF) Program

•	 Indian Community Devel-
opment Block Grant ARP Act (ICD-
BG-ARP)

•	 Indian Housing Block Grant 
Competitive (IHBG)

•	 Indian Community Devel-
opment Block Grant (ICDBG)

•	 Elder Home Rehabilitation 
Program

•	 Elder Outreach Program 
•	 Home Improvement Emer-
gency Repair Program (HIP)
 	 “Through a collaborative 
effort with the Comanche Nation 
Business Committee (CBC) and their 
program staff, they have consistently 
innovated their strategies to identify 

those in need and optimize it’s out-
reach,” said Russell Sossamon, ex-
ecutive director of CNHA. “In 2023, 
they prioritized maximizing their 
resources and as a result, they suc-
cessfully reached the most families 
in their organization’s history.” 
 	 Among the nearly 4,000 
tribal members reached, CNHA as-
sisted over 1,280 Comanche Nation 
Elders. It served a total of 243 Elders 
through its Elder Home Rehabilita-
tion Program and more than 1,000 
Elders through its Elder Outreach 
Program. 
	 “As we continue to serve 
our tribal members and community, 
we place the needs of our Elders at 
the forefront,” Sossamon said. “Each 
of our programs and grants help us 
work towards achieving homeowner-
ship, self-sufficiency and safety for 
each tribal member in need.” 
	 With the assistance of 
CNHA’s grants and homeownership 
programs, 10 tribal families were 
able to pay off their homes in 2023 
and another 14 tribal families re-
ceived down payment assistance to 
purchase a home. Its initiatives also 
included providing emergency home 
repairs, ongoing maintenance for 295 
CNHA owned properties, upgrades 
to ensure livable standards, home ex-
pansion to reduce overcrowding, im-
provements for accessibility, among 

others.  
 	 “In order to reach as many 
tribal families as we did, we vigor-
ously apply for federal funding and 
grant programs,” Sossamon said. 

“These programs are extremely com-
petitive, and we are proud of the 
amount CNHA has been able to se-
cure for our community.”
 	 CNHA was the first Tribally 
Designated Housing Entity (TDHE) 
in the U.S. Department of Housing 
and Urban Development’s (HUD) 
Southern Plains Office of Native 
American Programs (SPONAP) to 
be awarded an ICDBG grant in 2011.
They have received $13,800,480 
since that first award and completed 
rehabilitation of 938 homes for low-
income Tribal members through the 
ICDBG grant program. 
 	 The housing authority also 
receives additional funding and as-
sistance through the Comanche Na-
tion and its General Council.  These 
tribal funds are the sole source of 
funding for its Elder home repair and 
emergency home improvement pro-
grams. Most recently, in a joint effort 
between the CBC and CNHA, the El-
der Outreach Program was launched 
in late 2021, which has since served 
nearly 5,000 Elders.  
 	 CNHA currently operates in 
seven counties – Caddo, Comanche, 

See HOUSING, Page 4

Submitted by Comanche Housing Authority Staff

Photos by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Newly elected Tribal Administrator, Lisa Dawsey, ad-
dresses the tribal members during the Meet and Greet 
held June 21 at the Comanche Nation Complex’s Code 
Talker Room.

	 Lisa Dawsey won the June 
15 Run Off Election with a total vote 
of 776 votes (60%) against Justin 
Boo’s total votes of 507 (40%). Also 
winning the Runoff Election was the 
law firm Crowe and Dunlevy with a 
total vote of 737 (59%) against Cei-
ba Legal PC’s vote of 523 (41%). 
	 A Meet and Greet was held 
the afternoon of June 21, to allow 
tribal members the opportunity to 
welcome Dawsey into her new posi-
tion. 
	 After a welcome from Co-
manche Nation Chairman, Forrest 

Tahdooahnippah, Dawsey addressed 
the crowd. 
	 “I stand before you today 
filled with immense gratitude and 
humility. This election is not just 
a personal achievement and I am 
deeply honored to have your trust 
and support.
	 First and foremost, I would 
like to start with a verse from Co-
lossians 3:16 -17 "Let the word of 
Christ dwell in you richly; teach and 
admonish one another in all wisdom; 
and with gratitude in your hearts 
sing hymn and spiritual songs to 

God. And whatever you do, in word 
or deed, do everything in the name of 
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God 
the Father through him." I want to 
thank God first, then each and every 
one of you who believed in me sup-
ported my campaign, and cast your 
vote. Your confidence in my vision 
and leadership is profoundly hum-
bling.
	 A special thank you to my 
incredible campaign team. Civa 
Gandy, Raquel and Donnie Ramos, 
Harry and Jerry Tahsequah. From 

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Comanche elder, Franklin Akoneto, greets the newly 
elected Tribal Administrator, Lisa Dawsey, June 21 
at the Comanche Nation Complex’s Code Talker 
Conference Room.

See MEET AND GREET, Page 4

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff
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Government

Comanche Nation
Officials

Chairman
Forrest Tahdooahnippah

Email: Forrest.Tahdooahnippah@comanchenation.com
Vice Chairman

Diana Doyebi Sovo
Email: Diana.Sovo@comanchenation.com

Secretary/Treasurer
Robert Tippeconnie

Email: Robert.Tippeconnie@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 1

Hazel Tahsequah
Email: Hazel.Tahsequah@comanchenation.com

Committeeman No. 2
Ross Kahrahrah

Email: Ross.Kahrahrah@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 3

Alice Kassanavoid
Email: Alice.Kassanavoid@comanchenation.com

Committeeman No. 4
Jordan Fox

Email: Jordan.Fox@comanchenation.com
Tribal Administrator

Lisa Dawsey
Email: Lisa.Dawsey@comanchenation.com

To contact officials:
Office of the CBC/Chairman: 

Telephone: (580) 492-3573
Comanche Nation Address:

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502

Toll Free: (877) 492-4988
Physical Address:

584 Bingo Rd., Lawton, OK 73505

THE COMANCHE NATION NEWS
  Pia Nohi Tabeeni Mua 

(July) 2024
Fourth of July Month

The award-winning Comanche Nation 
News, the official communication of the 

Comanche Nation, is available at no 
charge upon request. The deadline to 

submit information for the August edition 
is 5 p.m., July 15. 

Contact:
The Comanche Nation News

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908

Telephone: (580) 492-3381
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: pio@comanchenation.com

PIO/TCNN Staff
•	 Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-

porter, Photographer- Email: Jolene.
Schonchin@comanchenation.com 
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382

•	 Paula Karty, Assist. Editor, Reporter, 
Photographer- Email: Paula.Karty@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number–(580)492-3383

•	 Stacey Heminokeky, Adminis-
trative Assistant- Email: Stacey.
Heminokeky@comanchenation.com 
Telephone Number (580) 492-3385

•	 Heaven Williams, Reporter/Photog-
rapher - Email: Heaven.Williams@
comanchenation.com - Telephone 
(580) 492-3621.

•	 Natascha Mercadante -Online 
Reporter - Email: Natascha.Mer-
cadante@comanchenation.com - 
Telephone (580) 492-3381.

•	 News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

•	 Photographs will be copied and will 
become the property of TCNN. To 
return original photographs, send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

•	 The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. Please submit a 
first and last name. The Passings/
Obituaries are submitted by the Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home or by 
tribal members on a funeral home 
letterhead. The Milestones Page is for 
tribal members only. TCNN publishes 
all services conducted by The Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home without 
discretion. The Obituaries Page is for 
tribal members only.

•	 TCNN will print a Comanche organi-
zation’s annual event flyer once free 
of charge as a courtesy to our tribal 
organizations. The guidelines for flyer 
submission are: Pow-wow flyers have 
to be from an established Comanche 
organization. There has to be contact 
person and number on the organiza-
tion’s annual flyer.

•	 We reserve the right to edit all mate-
rial. Letters or articles that contain 
libelous information, slander, or 
personal attacks will not be printed. 
Letters to the Editor must be signed 
with a legible name, and have an 
500 word limit. The letters to the 
editor or articles contained in The 
Comanche Nation News does not 
reflect the views or opinions of the 
PIO staff.

Member of the Native American 
Journalist

Association since 2001
Member of the Society of Professional

Journalists since 2010

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

comanchenationpio

@thecomanchenationnews

Member of the Oklahoma Press Associa-
tion since 2022

A Total of 21 Resolutions 
Presented at June 

CBC Meeting
Editor’s Note: This is an overview of the June 1, Comanche Business Committee 
Monthly Meeting, and not the official minutes. To obtain a copy of the official 
minutes, please contact the Office of the Chairman, (580) 492-3251. 

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

This month’s financial tip brought to you by

Let’s Get Saving!
Reasons to Save: Vacation, Holidays, School Expenses, Down Payment on a Home or Vehicle, Emergency Fund

We Can Help!
• Open a Savings Account
• Decide on a Goal
        What am I saving for? How much do I want to save? What is my timeframe?

• Pay Yourself!
        Set up a budget and pay yourself first.
          Make a deposit or transfer in to your savings account.
          Before purchasing a gift, put some in savings.

• Be Flexible
         Life happens. Sometimes goals have to be adjusted.

• Don’t Give Up!

Get
Started!
Scan the
QR Code.
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HUTCHINS
	 The Comanche Nation Tax 
Commission is under new leadership 
with Nick Hutchins taking over as the 
Tax Administrator on March 25. His 
short-term goal is to fix the oil/gas sev-
erance taxes from the operators who 
have either failed to pay due to over-
sight or just not following the taxation 
act that was set in place in 1995. 
	 He said in a statement, “It 
seems like I’m always fixing some-
thing someone broke and the Coman-
che Nation People need to know the 

“why’s and where’s” this revenue sits at 
the moment.” “My job is to ensure the 
Comanche Nation people are getting 
the exact revenue that is owed to them.”
	 His other short-term goal is to 
identify some weaknesses in the taxes 
that Comanche Nation is being short-
changed on and to ensure the dollars 
coming in are accurate and on time. 
The following taxes are presently the 
revenue stream for the Comanche Na-
tion:

•	 Sales Taxes from the Casinos 
and Smoke Shops

•	 Alcohol Taxes
•	 Motor Vehicle taxes from 
registration with new and renewals

•	 Tobacco Taxes
•	 Fireworks Vendor License & 
Taxes

•	 General/ Vendor Business Li-
censes

•	 Oil/Gas Operator Licenses
•	 Retail/Wholesale Tobacco Li-
cense

•	 Alcohol and Beverage Li-
cense

•	 TERO Taxes
•	 Lodging Taxes
•	 ATM Transaction Fee Taxes
•	 Comanche Nation Seal Pro-
tection Request Fees
	 The Comanche Tax Commis-

sion has reorganized its staff positions 
to better align and to have the right 
people in the right jobs. For example, 
an Assistant Tax Administrator has 
been added to allow dual and numer-
ous projects to be divided up for better 
control and timeliness in accomplish-
ing each task. It also serves as a check 
and balance to ensure responsibility 
and accountability are in place. An Oil/
Gas Supervisor has been posted to hire 
a permanent individual with the oil/gas 
severance taxes experience from the fi-
nancial and operational side of this po-
sition. An administrative assistant has 
also been posted to work closely with 
the tax administrators freeing up the 
other staff members to focus on TERO, 
Vehicle Registrations, Oil/Gas Assign-
ments, and a myriad of other responsi-
bilities that comes with administrative 
assignments within Tax Commission. 
	 According to Hutchens, the 
oil/gas severance taxes are being in-
vestigated and researched to bring this 
to closure within 6-8 weeks. A short-
term consultant will be considered to 
work closely with the Tax Administra-
tor starting the beginning of June of 
2024. The other top news is the Aban-
doned Oil/Gas Well Grant that is being 
worked on and submitted by the middle 
of May. The Kiowa Tribe staff are also 
working closely with the Comanche 
Nation Tax Commission staff as a way 
to collaborate and work as a team.
	 Hutchins’ long term goal is to 
grow more revenue as he works with 
the land management, realty and busi-
ness enterprise staff members within 
Comanche Nation. Some areas they are 
visiting and reviewing consists of stor-
age facilities, travel stops, hemp/canni-
bals, just to name a few.
	 The last big item is that the 
Comanche Nation Tax Commission 

will be hosting the next OITA (Okla-
homa Intertribal Tax Association) con-
ference on June 4. There will be ap-
proximately 30+ Tribal representatives 
across the State of Oklahoma who are 

tax administrators, vehicle tag agents/
supervisors, attorneys and other distin-
guished guests who will be speaking on 
numerous tax issues affecting Native 
Americans across the state.

Nick Hutchins is New Tax 
Administrator for Comanche Nation

	 Chairman Forrest Tahdooah-
nippah called the meeting to order at 10 
a.m. 
	 The approval for the April 
and May minutes was passed by a vote 
of 6/0/0.

Resolutions
Resolution No. 59-2024- Enrollment 
Eligible Resolution List 1330 Minors. 
Resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 60-2024- Enrollment 
Ineligible Resolution List 1331 Does 
Not Meet BO. Resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 61-2024- Enrollment 
Ineligible Resolution List 1332 No Al-
lottee. Resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 62-2024- CNHA Reso-
lution Grant Application HUD -PRICE. 
Resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 63-2024- CNHA Reso-
lution Grant Application HUD-IHBG. 
Resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 64-2024- CNHA Reso-
lution Grant Application DOE Home 
Electrification and Appliance Rebate. 
Resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 65-2024- CNHA Reso-
lution Grant Application HUD-ICDBG. 
Resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 66-2024- CNLE Reso-
lution MOU with Lawton Police De-
partment for CLEET Training. Resolu-
tion passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 67-2024- CNLE Reso-
lution Grant Application DOJ (COPS) 
Resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 68-2024- MMIP Reso-
lution Tribal Victims Services Set Aside 
Grant. Resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 69-2024- CIP Reso-

lution for Property and Procurement 
Building Change Orders. Tabled.
Resolution No. 70-2024- Prev. & Rec 
Resolution Grant Application SAMH-
SA-TOR. Resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 71-2024- EPA Reso-
lution US Dept. of Energy Grid Re-
silience Formula Grant. Resolution 
passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 72-2024- CN Enter-
prise Resolution Authorizing Approval 
to Pay Olsson Invoice of $255K. Reso-
lution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 73-2024- CBC Reso-
lution OST Signatories. Resolution 
passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 74-2024- CBC Resolu-
tion to Change Signatories on Financial 
Accounts. Resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 75-2024- CBC Reso-
lution to Amend KCAILUC Members. 
Resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 76-2024- CBC Resolu-
tion for Travel. Resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 77-2024- CBC Reso-
lution for CBC Meeting Procedures. 
Resolution passes 6/0/0. 	
Resolution No. 78-2024- Tax Com-
mission Resolution Authorizing Bobby 
Bolton to Examine Records. Tabled. 
Resolution No. 79-2024- Tax Com-
mission Resolution Removing and Ap-
pointing Tax Commissioners. Resolu-
tion passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 80-2024- Tax Com-
mission Resolution Regarding Super-
vision of Tax Administrator and Tax 
Commission Employees. Resolution 
passes 6/0/0. 

Maruaweka Numunuu:
	 I recently attended the Sovereignty Symposium hosted by the 
Oklahoma City University School of Law.  As a result, weighing on 
my mind currently is what it means to be “sovereign.”  Tribal sover-
eignty has always been under attack.  In 1831, Chief Justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court John Marshall wrote that Indian Tribes are “domestic 
dependent nations.”  Even today, nearly two hundred years later, Tribal 
sovereignty depends heavily on the will of Congress in exercising its 

“plenary power.”  Fortunately, Congress has passed many federal statutes 
to promote Tribal sovereignty, self-governance, and self-determination.  
My goal as your Chairman is for our Tribe to begin to take full advantage 
of these statutes.  Today, I am working on taking greater advantage of the 
Indian Self-Determination and Education Assistance Act to get greater 
funding and more flexibility for our programs.  
	 At the same time, Tribal sovereignty is not entirely dependent 
on Congress.  Indian Tribes have inherent sovereignty and may enact 
their own laws to govern their internal affairs.  Again, my goal as your 
Chairman is for our Tribe to take full advantage of our inherent sover-
eignty.  We will enact and use our own laws to promote the well-being of 
our Tribal members including—collecting oil and gas taxes, developing 
a more robust TERO Department, promulgating ordinances regarding 
ethics and breach of public trust, amending our constitution, and enact-
ing vendor contracting codes.  
	 Inherent sovereignty, however, requires the Tribe to enforce 
its laws.  Each Tribal member, Tribal employee, Tribal contractor, and 
Tribal vendor is bound by Tribal law and must respect Tribal law to the 
same extent as federal law.  Enforcing our own laws against those that 
disregard them requires using our own resources.  Each year the Tribal 
Council approves a budget during the General Election in May.  That 
budget becomes effective in October at the start of the new fiscal year.  
Therefore, as your Chairman, I have to work within the confines of bud-
gets set by prior administrations until the October of my second year (or 
approximately halfway through my first term).  
	 Nonetheless, where there is a will, there is a way, and we will 
find a way to protect and promote our sovereignty.  Prior generations 
fought for our sovereignty without gaming revenue or tax commission 
revenue.  It is our turn to continue to the fight for our sovereignty.  
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relationship and supporting 
the Nation and its members 
in their continued growth and 
success.” CEO Steven’s con-
siders Equity Bank a strong 
ally for Comanche Nation to 
move forward with new en-
terprises, “CNE is proud to 
partner with Equity Bank in 
the administration and man-
agement of the SSBCI Loan 
Participation Program for the 
Comanche Nation. Equity 
Bank has demonstrated its 
commitment, access to finan-
cial resources, and possesses 
the required technical knowl-
edge in the SSBCI program 
while ensuring the Comanche 

Nation and tribal members are 
offered access to capital for 
small business operations.”
	 CNE is working with 
the tribe to organize a commu-
nity event, alongside Equity 
Bank, as an official launch for 
the loan program, where tribal 
members will be able to ask 
questions about the program, 
apply for the loan, and open 
accounts with Equity Bank. 
For those tribal members with 
interest in opening a small 
business but unsure of how to 
get started, the Small Business 
Administration (SBA) https://
www.sba.gov/ and Tribal 
Government Institute (T.G.I) 

LOAN PROGRAM
Continued from Page 1

The Official June 15 Run Off Election Voting Results

Cotton, Kiowa and Tillman 
for federal grant programs 
with the addition of Stephens 
and Grady for the Elder pro-
gram. The HIP emergency 
program is available to Tribal 
homeowners throughout the 
country. To learn more about 
its programs or to apply, call 
(580) 357-4956 or visit www.
comanchehousing.com. 
 ABOUT COMANCHE NA-
TION HOUSING AUTHOR-
ITY
	 The Comanche 

APEX Accelerator http://www.
tgiok.com are free resources 
aiding and promoting growth 
for new and existing small 
businesses. These programs, 
among others, will also be in 
attendance, to provide answers 
to tribal members during the 
program launch event. Details 
and event date announcement 
will be coming soon.
	 For more information 
about Comanche Nation En-
terprises, Inc. and access the 
loan application visit https://
www.comanchenationenter-
prises.com/ Email: info@co-
manchenationenterprises.com 
Or call (580)-280-2363

Nation Housing Authority 
(CNHA) provides rental and 
housing assistance to low-
income and other enrolled 
members of the Comanche 
Nation through a number 
of its service programs, in-
cluding the down payment 
and closing cost grant, Elder 
home rehabilitation program, 
rental program, student hous-
ing program, homeownership 
lease purchase program and 
CNHA emergency home re-
pair program (HIP). CNHA 

currently operates in seven 
counties – Caddo, Comanche, 
Cotton, Kiowa, Tillman for 
federal grant programs. Trib-
ally funded programs include 
the addition of Stephens and 
Grady for Elders and nation-
wide for emergency HIP pro-
gram. For more information 
about program requirements 
and low-income guidelines, 
call (580) 357-4956 or visit 
www.comanchehousing.com.   
 

HOUSING
Continued from Page 1

early mornings to late nights, 
you stood by me, strategized, 
and to make this possible. I 
am grateful for your passion, 
creativity, and commitment.
	 I would like to start 
by expressing my gratitude to 
my family (Husband Darone, 
sons - Craig, Tevin, and Dan-
Quez. My parents Joyce and 
Dirl Burruss. Sister Chrisee) 
and friends.
	 They have been 
my pillars of support and 
have always been there for 
me through thick and thin 
throughout this journey. I 
couldn't have done it without 
your love, encouragement, 
sacrifices and unwavering be-
lief in me has made me who I 
am today.

	 I also want to extend 
my heartfelt gratitude to all 
the volunteers and support-
ers, (especially Lorrie Fox and 
Verna Cable-Burgess) who 
gave their time, energy, and 
resources. Whether you made 
phone calls, passed out my 
fliers, hosted events (Cindy 
Famero and Dr. Pewewardy, 
Non Locals, Keta Eshop, 
Crowe and Dunlevy, Ceiba, 
and Baliente Herrera), or sim-
ply spread the word, your ef-
forts have made a significant 
impact.
	 I would also like to 
acknowledge my opponents 
in this election. Thank you 
for your passion and for en-
gaging in a fair and respectful 
campaign. Your ideas and per-

spectives have enriched the 
dialogue and have challenged 
us to think more deeply about 
our tribal community's needs 
and future.
	 Now, as we celebrate, 
I want to reaffirm my commit-
ment to the promises made 
during this campaign. This is 
just the beginning. I am dedi-
cated to working to fulfill the 
shared vision of the Chairman, 
tribal council, and most im-
portantly the tribal members 
to address the issues that mat-
ter most to our community.
	 This new beginning 
is a testament to the power of 
unity, collaboration, and the 
belief that together, we can 
achieve great things. I invite 
each of you to stay engaged, 

share your ideas, and work 
with me to create the positive 
change we envision.
	 In conclusion, I want 
to thank you once again for 
your trust, support, and be-
lief in our vision. I am deeply 
honored to serve and represent 
you. Let's move forward to-
gether, with determination and 
hope, to build a brighter future 
for our tribal community.
	 Have a wonderful 
evening and thank you from 
the bottom of my heart.”
	 To contact Dawsey, 
call the Office of the Tribal 
Administrator, at (580) 492-
3253 or (580) 492-3255.

MEET AND GREET
Continued from Page 1
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Programs

HONORING HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES. The Comanche Nation Youth Services Graduation 
Banquet and Award Ceremony took place June 14 at the McCasland Ballroom, Cameron University 
to honor high school graduates. The ceremony kicked off with the Comanche Nation. Jr. Princess, 
Arlene Schonchin, performing the opening prayer, the Lord’s Prayer, and a welcome from the Co-
manche Nation Youth Services Director, Dena Landers, and the Comanche Nation Chairman, For-
rest Tahdooahnippah. The keynote speaker was Joshua Poahway. Poahway graduated from Cache 
High School in 2019 and is in his third semester at Arkansas Tech University to earn his master’s 
degree in Kinesiology, Strength and Conditioning Studies. Chairman Tahdooahnippah presented 
certificates to 203 Comanche high school graduates. There were several door prizes for the gradu-
ates that ranged from gift cards to televisions and mini-refrigerators. All of the graduates received 
gift bags from the program. LEFT: Elgin High School graduate, LeAnn Tahsequah receives a cer-
tificate from the Youth Services Director, Dena Landers. TOP RIGHT: Madison Downs was the 
recipient of the 2024 Dorothy Sunrise Lorentino Scholarship. BOTTOM RIGHT: Indiahoma High 
School Graduate, Rebecca Burgess, receives a certificate from Comanche Nation Chairman, Forrest 
Tahdooahnippah.

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Courtesy Photo

Child Support Services 
Announces Court Dates 

In the Comanche Nation 
Tribal Court

•	 Russell Eckiwaudah: CNC-
SP-15-54; Application for Indi-
rect Contempt  

	 Under Title 3 of the Co-
manche Nation Child Support Codes 
Rule 4 (E (3) allows for service by 
publication in instances where the 
location of the subject is unknown, 
or when the subject of service has 
been unable to be served by tradi-
tional means. The CNCSP is needing 
the above name(s) to be placed in our 
upcoming Comanche Nation News-
paper. 
	 Please take note that all Co-
manche Nation Tribal Court child 
hearings will be conducted in per-
son. 

	 The Comanche Nation Gift 
Shop is having a Walters’ Pow Wow 
Sale on July 15-20. 
	 Get 25% off your highest-
priced item, and get your normal 
discount off your next item! 
•	 20% off for Comanche Elders.
•	 15% off  for Comanche Mem-

bers.
•	 10% off for other Tribal Mem-

bers and Military 
	 Must present a card, or 
have your name already in our sys-
tem. (Items marked down are not 
eligible for an additional discount) 
Hours: 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. Monday-Fri-

day 
10 a.m. - 2 p.m. on Saturdays 

701 NW Ferris Ave, Lawton, Okla. 
Ph: (580) 595-4941

CN Gift Shop Sale

Comanche Gift Shop 
Summer Fest 

	 The Comanche Nation Gift 
Shop is hosting a Summer Fest on 
July 13. 
	 Comanches and other tribal 
members can set up and sell their 
products and it’s free! 
	 They open at 10 a.m., but 
you can set up as early as 8 a.m. 
	 Must bring your own tables, 
chairs, shelters, and power source.
701 NW Ferris Ave, Lawton, Okla.

Ph: (580) 595-4941

July 
Adult Education

Student of the Month
Thersina Hope

Courtesy Photo

Hope

	 Thersina Hope comes from 
three great tribes: Comanche, Chip-
pewa, and Sioux. Hope is a mother 
to a young man and three fur babies. 
Hope has her medical assistant cer-
tification and just finished her CNA 
and now enrolled in the nursing pro-
gram at the Great Plains Technology 
Center.
	 With the help of the Coman-
che Tribe Education Department, she 
can achieve her goals that she set for 
herself. Hope always knew that she 
wanted to be a doctor and help people 
since she was a little girl.
	 When Hope is done with her 
journey, she wants to travel to differ-
ent native communities to give back 
and help out where she can. Hope 
said, I love my native heritage and 
culture.
	 So again, Hope thanks her 
tribe and God, her family, and es-
pecially her parents for helping her 
and the support. Without any of that 
Hope wouldn't be able to succeed. So 
again, thank you.

July 
Higher Education

Student of the Month
Derrick Stevens

Courtesy Photo

Stevens
	 Derrick Stevens, is Coman-
che and Cheyenne. Stevens currently 
serving in the United States Marine 
Corps as an assistant section leader 
of 1st Battalion 23rd Marines at Anti-

July 
Higher Education

Student of the Month
Mahala Donald

Courtesy Photo

Donald
	 Mahala Donald is from the 
Chibitty family. Donald is the daugh-
ter of Jannetta Chalmers and the 
granddaughter of the late Christina 
Herrera. 
	 Donald is currently attend-
ing Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University. Donald is majoring in 
sports management with the intent of 
becoming a sports agent in the future.

July 
Job Placement 

& Training
Student of the Month

Catherine Howell

Courtesy Photo

Howell
	 Catherine Howell, her Co-
manche name is Tūtaatū Wai? Pū 
which means Little Woman.
	 Howell, was selected as the 
Student of the Month and she is so 
grateful and overjoyed to have been 
selected.
	 Howell is a 24 years old and 
a mother her  three-year-old daugh-
ter Lena Mae Howell. Howell is cur-
rently a student at the Paul Mitchell 
School in Norman, Okla. 
	 Howell is a Ten Bears de-
scendent and from the Quahada band 
of Comanches. Her parents are Sam 
and Rachel Howell. Her maternal 
grandparents are the late Lewis Ko-
wena and the late Lena Kowena. Her 
maternal great-grandparents were 
Felix and Katie Kowena (Koweno). 
Her maternal great-great grandpar-
ents were Frank Chikova and Mary 
Kowena (Wife-per). 
	 Howell so thankful and hon-
ored to share her culture through cos-
metology and to be in this industry 
and represent her Nūmūnū people.
ū kamakūtǔ nū!

Army or the Navy to practice physi-
cal therapy has been on his mind for 
years now and will continue to drive 
him forward. Stevens also has aspi-
rations to work for IHS to give back 
to his fellow Native people. Stevens 
also has been interested in work-
ing for the VA to continue to work 
with veterans. It is apparent Stevens 
has several options after earning his 
physical therapy doctorate and Ste-
vens intend to apply himself exuber-
antly to whichever path he choose.  

Tank Training Company in Broken 
Arrow, Oklahoma as well as pursu-
ing a Doctorate of Physical Therapy 
at the University of Oklahoma. Being 
a proud member of the Comanche 
Nation, from the Tahmahkera fam-
ily, Stevens learned how few Native 
Americans have not taken on health 
care careers. There are roughly 
110,000 physical therapists in the 
U.S., and only 0.3% are Native. A 
clinic Stevens observed at for physi-
cal therapy was an Indian hospital 
and he saw the many Native people 
that came through with their various 
problems. Unless they were athletes, 
he mainly observed older Native 
people. Stevens wants them to have 
a normal and a healthy as possible 
lifestyle that way they can continue 
to pass on traditions to their children 
and grandchildren. 
	 While perfecting his craft in 
the art in the rehabilitation sciences, 
Stevens is an active member of the 
Native American Student Associa-
tion on campus. In his first year, his 
peers suggested he apply to become 
an officer in the organization to em-
ploy his leadership capabilities. Ste-
vens has achieved great success as 
he has been nominated to serve as 
Outreach Officer. Stevens’ role is to 
advertise the organization as well as 
make themselves known not just to 
the campus but to the Native Ameri-
can Community. NASA had hosted 
an event for undergraduates to inter-
act with the Health Sciences Center 
students and this event was called 
Future Natives in Healthcare. This 
gave the undergraduate students in 
their third or fourth year to engage 
with graduate students and would 
share their experiences, give advice, 
and share their journey to get to this 
school. Because Stevens is a physical 
therapy student, he shared his expe-
rience with the program as well an-
swered any questions regarding it.   
	 In July of 2025, his Marine 
Corps contract will come to an end, 
being one of the biggest milestones of 
his life. Stevens wish to continue his 
duty to this country, while also prac-
ticing his degree Stevens would have 
worked tirelessly to earn. Joining the 
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Culinary Corner/ Fun Page

We want to see what you are cooking! Send a picture of any 
of the recipes you try on the “culinary corner” page, and it 
will be in an issue of TCNN, and TCNN will mail you a gift 
of thanks. Email your name, picture, and which recipe you 
used to Heaven.Williams@Comanchenation.com.

Sheet Pan Honey 
Mustard Chicken and 

Potatoes  

Ingredients 

• 1 ½ Pounds fingerling pota-
toes, halved 
• 1 ½ Tablespoons olive oil
• Kosher salt and freshly 
ground black pepper, to taste
• 4 ½ Tablespoons coarse 
ground Dijon mustard, divided
• 2 Tablespoons honey, di-
vided
• 3 Cloves garlic, minced
• 1 Tablespoon chopped fresh 
thyme leaves
• 6 Bone-in, skin-on chicken 
thigh

Directions

1. Preheat oven to 425 degrees. 
Lightly oil a baking sheet or 
coat with nonstick spray.
2. Place potatoes in a single 
layer onto the prepared baking 
sheet. Add olive oil; season 
with salt and pepper, to taste. 
Gently toss to combine, and 
place potatoes cut side down.
3. In a small bowl, whisk to-
gether 3 tablespoons Dijon, 
1/2 tablespoon (1 1/2 tea-
spoons) honey, garlic, thyme, 
1 teaspoon salt and 1/2 tea-
spoon pepper.
4. Using paper towels, pat the 
chicken dry. Place chicken in 
a single layer around the po-
tatoes on the prepared baking 
sheet. Spread the Dijon mix-
ture evenly over the chicken; 
season with salt and pepper, to 
taste.
5. Place into oven and bake 
until the chicken is almost 
cooked through and the po-
tatoes are tender about 40-45 
minutes.
6. Whisk the remaining 1 1/2 
tablespoons Dijon and 1 1/2 
tablespoons honey in a small 
bowl. Brush the tops of the 
chicken with the Dijon mix-
ture. Place into oven and bake 
until the chicken is cooked 
through, an additional 5 min-
utes.

Lemon Blueberry 
Cheesecake Cupcakes 

Ingredients
• 12 Lemon Oreos
• 2 Blocks cream cheese soft-
ened
• 3/4 C. Powdered sugar
• 2 Tbsp. Lemon juice
• 1 Tsp. Lemon zest
• 1 Tsp. Pure vanilla extract
• Pinch of kosher salt
• 1 1/2 C. Heavy cream
• 1/4 C. Blueberry preserves                      

Directions

1. Line a cupcake pan with 
cupcake liners then place an 

Oreo into the bottom of each 
cup. Set aside.

2. In a large bowl, beat cream 
cheese with a hand mixer 
until smooth, then beat in 

powdered sugar, lemon juice, 
lemon zest, vanilla, and salt. 

Add heavy cream and beat 
until fluffy and stiff peaks 

form. Spoon cream cheese 
mixture over Oreos.

3. Using a small spoon, dollop 
a small amount of blueberry 

preserves into the center 
of each cheesecake. Use a 

toothpick (or a small skewer) 
to swirl.

4. Refrigerate until firm, about 
4 hours.
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Military News
Submitted by Kevin Pohawpatchoko/CIVA

DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 

for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.
  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   

REASONABLE PREP FEES
Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455

CIVA Activities 
Funeral Detail 

None to report this period.

CIVA French Delegation Final 
Preparations to attend the 80th 

WWII D-Day Anniversary

	 On May 22, the CIVA 
French Delegation held their final 
video conference call in the Coman-
che Nation, Code Talker Meeting 
Room. 
	 CIVA French Delegation 
had the opportunity to meet with their 
host families and to discuss any last 
minute details with Association Tilly 
1944 coordinator, Ste’phane Jacquet.  
KSWO News was invited to attend 
the video conference call and con-
ducted interviews with CIVA Com-
mander, Roger Tehauno and Nona 
Gail Mihecoby who is a daughter of a 
Comanche Code Talker. 

Courtesy Photo

Video Conference call with Stepha-
ne Jacquet. 

CIVA 48th Annual Memorial Day 
Ceremony 

	 The Comanche Indian 
Veterans hosted their 48th Memo-
rial Day Ceremonies on May 27, at 
Watchetaker Hall, Circle of Honor 
and the CIVA Court of Honor. Tribal 
Fallen Warriors were remembered 
during this sacred Ceremony. 

48th Annual Memorial Day 
Ceremony 

	 The Comanche Indian Vet-
erans Association Veterans Associa-
tion held it’s 48th Annual Memorial 
Day Ceremony at the Watchetaker 
Hall followed by placing a wreath 
at the CIVA Court of Honor and the 
Circle of Honor. 
	 CIVA Commander, Roger 
Tehauno served as the Master of Cer-
emonies and conducted the Opening 
Prayer. During the Memorial Day 
Ceremony, a Roll Call of Fallen War-
riors was conducted by CIVA Co-
Chaplain, Ramonah Davis as well as 
a Roll Call of Comanche Veterans that 
died while on Active Duty by CIVA 
Secretary, Domonic Pawlowski and 
lastly a Roll Call was conducted by 
the Comanche Veterans that passed 
away since Memorial Day 2023 by 
CIVA Vice-Commander, Frankie Pat-
terson. 
	 The placement and Laying 
of the Wreath were made by CIVA 
Princess Clara Yazzie and Auxiliary 
Leader Tavia Torralba along with 
CIVA Commander, Roger Tehauno. 
CIVA Veteran, Clifford Red Elk 
played Taps in Honor of our Fallen 
Comanche Veterans. 
	 After the Memorial Day 
Ceremony, family, friends and guest 
placed American Flags around the 
CIVA Court of Honor.  After the Me-
morial Day Ceremony, lunch was 
provided and served by the CIVA 
Auxiliary.  

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Commander Roger Tehauno 
providing welcoming and opening 
remarks.

Courtesy Photo
CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie pro-
viding opening remarks.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Co-Chaplain Ramonah Da-
vis conducting Roll Call of Fallen 
Comanche Warriors.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veteran Mark Davis render-
ing Honors to a Fallen Comanche 
Warrior.

Courtesy Photo
CIVA Commander Roger Tehauno 
and CIVA Princess Clara Yazzie af-
ter placement of the wreath.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veterans, Princess, Auxiliary 
and the Sovo Singers group photo-
graph Memorial Day 2024.

Sunset Memorial Garden 
Memorial Day Ceremony 

	 Veterans from the Coman-
che Indian Veterans Association was 
asked by the Lawton Rangers to place 
a wreath at the Memorial Gardens, 
during their Memorial Day Ceremo-
ny held in Lawton, Oklahoma. 

Courtesy Photo
CIVA Veterans, Princess and Aux-
iliary at Memorial Gardens Cem-
etery. 

CIVA Monthly Meeting
No 2024 June monthly meeting was 
conducted.  

Color Guard Detail  

	 On June 8, CIVA Veterans, 
Princess and Auxiliary served as Col-
or Guards during the Comanche Na-
tion Higher Education Banquet held 
at Cameron University in Lawton 
Oklahoma. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veterans, John McClung, 
Clifford RedElk and Clifford 
Takawana bringing in the colors.

Pewewardy One of Three Distinguished Educators 
Selected for Oklahoma Educators Hall of Fame

Courtesy Photo

PEWEWARDY

	 The Oklahoma Edu-
cators Hall of Fame proudly 
announces the induction of 
three exemplary educators — 
Robert Franklin, Kevin Hime, 
and Cornel Pewewardy — 
whose impactful careers have 
significantly shaped educa-
tion in Oklahoma and beyond. 
The induction ceremony will 
take place on November 1 at 
the Oklahoma City Golf and 
Country Club.
 	 Oklahoma Educators 
Hall of Fame President Eu-
gene Earsom also lauded the 
inductees. 
 	 “This year’s honor-
ees are unlike any class before 
them in the breadth, depth and 
diversity of their work,” Ear-
som said. “Education is not a 
monolith. This class illustrates 
the far-reaching yet distinct 
impact educators can make, 
and we are thrilled to induct 
them in the Oklahoma Educa-
tors Hall of Fame.”  
	 For more than half 
a century, Pewewardy’s 
distinguished research and 
scholarship have profoundly 
influenced public and higher 
education, particularly for Na-
tive American students, educa-
tors and administrators. He has 
challenged and expanded the 
understanding of Indigenous 
education, teacher training and 
tribal leadership preparation 
in Oklahoma and nationwide. 
Colleagues also praise his 
mentoring relationships with 
students and early career fac-
ulty.
 	 Pewewardy is Co-
manche and Kiowa and former 
Vice Chair of the Comanche 
Nation. He currently serves as 
an associate professor at the 
University of Central Oklaho-
ma, a professor-of-practice at 

Kansas State University, and as 
an adjunct faculty member at 
numerous colleges and univer-
sities in Oklahoma and across 
the country. He’s also an au-
thor and frequent presenter on 
Indigenous education issues. 
 	 Beginning as a recre-
ation assistant for the-then Se-
quoyah Indian High School in 
Tahlequah in 1975, Pewewardy 
went on to serve in education 
roles throughout the United 
States through positions with 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs; 
the Southwestern Indian Poly-
technic Institute in Albuquer-
que, N.M; the University of 
Oklahoma; the University of 
Minneapolis; Saint Paul (Min-
nesota) Public Schools; the 
University of Science and Arts 
of Oklahoma in Chickasha; 
Cameron University in Law-
ton; Union Institute in Cin-
cinnati, Ohio; Haskell Indian 
Nations University and the 
University of Kansas in Law-
rence, KS; Comanche Nation 
College in Lawton; Portland 
State University in Oregon; 
and Kansas State University. 
He also founded Comanche 
Academy Charter School in 
Lawton.
 	 Pewewardy has bach-

elor’s and master’s degrees 
from Northeastern State Uni-
versity (Tahlequah), a master’s 
degree from New Mexico State 
University, a post-graduate cer-
tificate from the University of 
New Mexico and a doctorate 
from Pennsylvania State Uni-
versity.
 	 Fives times, he has 
been named the Big XII Out-
standing American Indian Fac-
ulty of the Year, and he also re-
ceived the Crystal Eagle Award 
for Outstanding Leadership at 
the University of Kansas. The 
National Indian Education As-
sociation (Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award), the University of 
Kansas Endowment Associa-
tion, Portland State University, 
the Oregon Indian Education 
Association, the Oklahoma 
Council for Indian Education 
also have recognized him for 
teaching excellence.
 	 “Dr. Pewewardy’s il-
lustrious career is testimony 
to his profound impact on the 
state educational community 
and his unwavering dedication 
to enhancing Indigenous edu-
cation,” said Belinda Biscoe, 
senior associate vice president 
for the University of Okla-
homa’s Senior Associate Vice 
President for Outreach at the 
College of Continuing Educa-
tion. “His efforts have enriched 
the educational landscape and 
fostered a greater understand-
ing and appreciation of Indige-
nous cultures and perspectives.”
	 For more information 
and ticket information, contact 
Lease at (405) 692-3190 or 
sharon.lease@macu.edu. 
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Comanches gathered at Medicine Bluffs on the morning of June 20, to welcome the 
Summer Solstice with prayers and songs.

The Comanche Nation Princess, Bluesky Tosee, right, and the Comanche Nation 
Jr. Princess, Arlene Schonchin, prayed the Lord’s Prayer through sign language 
at the ceremony.

Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

	 On June 20, Coman-
che Nation Historic Preserva-
tion Office held a National 
Day of Prayer for Sacred Site 
Protection event at Medicine 
Bluff in Fort Sill. 
	 Comanche Tribal 
members gathered for a morn-
ing of prayer and telling of sto-
ries. 
	 Those who wanted 
were cedared and explored the 
sacred grounds, including a 
hidden creek. 
	 Comanche Nation 
Historic Preservation Officer 
Martina Minthorn said that 
during summer solstice, tribes 
across the United States offer 
prayers to protect their sacred 
sites. 
	 “Across Indian coun-
try, a lot of people are facing 
desecration of these lands, 
and so we want to ensure that 
these places are protected for 
generations to come,” she said. 

“These places are a place of 
prayer, of healing, of vision, 
and so that's what we want to 
ensure that, you know, these 
places will be protected for 
generations to come.”
	 Minthorn said these 
places are sacred and holy 
sites.
	 “We want to ensure 
that they are protected. We 
want to ensure that we are 
having and giving access to 
these places, and so that the 
desecration of these lands are 
protected and kept holy,” she 
said. “And so, this is some-
thing that across Indian coun-
try we're facing with different 
Instagram, “Oh come to this 
location,” then they leave 
trash, or they write their ini-

tials on petroglyphs or, you 
know, harming those lands, 
and so it's taking away from 
the serenity of that location.”
	 The Comanche El-
der’s Council partnered with 
Historic Preservation, while 
Transit provided rides to Med-
icine Bluff; Comanche Nation 
Police Department gave an es-
cort. Prevention and Recovery 
picked medicine for the event 
as well. 
	 Minthorn said Co-
manche Nation Chairman For-
rest Tahdooahnippah, who was 
in attendance, helped build 
the relationship with Fort Sill. 
Their Cultural Resources De-
partment and police also par-
ticipated in the event. 
	 “It was just good to 
see us coming together as a 
tribe, to work as a tribe, to be 
able to bring all these differ-
ent entities together,” she said. 

“We're thankful for the lan-
guage program. They offered 
our prayers in Comanche. We 
sung some songs. We heard 
some Native American church 
songs. It was good to see the 
young people there with their 
Kakus, their elders and every-
thing, just everybody full cir-
cle. So, it was just beautiful to 
witness that sun come up, and 
for all the animals, the birds, 
everything coming to life, and 
just being able to witness that 
and just that peacefulness we 
all felt this morning. It was 
beautiful.”
	 The event takes place 
annually, and historic offices 
nationwide organize their 
events.
	 “So, they'll be doing 

an event in Washington D.C. 
at the United States Capitol, 
and so bringing awareness to 
all these different sites,” Mint-
horn said. “And so, this is just 
an event that we plan through-
out the year and when we start 
picking our medicines because 
that's what we give out to ev-
erybody that comes. So, we 
have to go and harvest these at 
a certain time. And so, we're 
thankful that we can have the 
help and then preparing them 
and then having our food. We 
have a fellowship meal every 
time we do just to break bread 
after we offer those morning 
prayers and songs. And so, it 
just takes a little bit of time, 
but definitely, we look for-
ward to it every year.”
	 She said it’s a good 
time for renewal, looking 
ahead and changing for the 
better. 
	 “We're thankful 
for the youth that are here, 
and I want these kids to wit-
ness what we're doing today,” 
Minthorn said. “And so, again, 
that's why we said prayers for 
the generations to come. We 
want to be able to hold on to 
our identity as Comanche peo-
ple, to be able to know where 
we come from, know our his-
tory, understand our language.”
	 Comanche Nation 
Princess Bluesky Tosee and 
Comanche Nation Jr. Princess 
Arlene Schonchin were also at 
Medicine Bluff and performed 
the Lord’s Prayer. 

Historic Preservation Office Hosts Summer Solstice National Day of Prayer at Medicine Bluffs
By  Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

People, Places, &Things Happening

	 Tribal Member Sia Lock-
hart won the Presidential Academic 
Award at her fifth-grade promotion 
ceremony. Lockhart is an incoming 
6th grader and will attend Bethany 
Middle School. 

Lockhart
Courtesy Photo

Lockhart Awarded at 
Promotion 

Lockhart Wins Baseball 
Championship

	 Tribal Member, Lennox 
Lockhart is an incoming fourth grad-
er attending Bethany Elementary 
and is on the Bethany Colts Baseball 
Team. Lockhart played catcher for 
the first time this season and helped 
lead the team to be the champions of 
his 10u baseball team. 

Courtesy Photo

Lockhart

	 In April, Tribal Member 
Sayle Danell Stumblingbear, was se-
lected for the dispatcher of the year 
for the Bureau of Indian Affairs, Law 
Enforcement. Stumblingbear traveled 
to Artesia, N.M., where she received 
an award, a banquet, and an honorary 
memorial.  
	 Stumblingbear started with 
the BIA Law Enforcement as a dis-
patcher in 2016 located in Anadarko, 
Okla. During this time, she received 
several awards. As an American In-
dian Woman, she wanted to be an 
example and encouragement to all 
upcoming women and men in the 
professional workforce. 
	 Stumblingbear is the daugh-
ter of Victor and Jan Stumblingbear. 
Her grandmother is Marion Nauni 
Simmons and her grandfather is the 
late Virgil Yeahquo. Step grandfather 
is Weldon Simmons. Her Comanche 
Descendants are the late Raymond 
and Violet Nauni. Stumblingbears’ 
Kiowa descendants are the late Vic-
tor, Stella River, and Harold and 
Hyacinth Yeahquo. She is the proud 
mother of one daughter, Remi Evelyn 
Danell Stumblingbear. 

Stumblingbear Receives 
Prestigious Award 

Courtesy Photo

Stumblingbear 

	 On June 9, tribal member, 
Jared Wahkinney premiered a film he 
directed at the Mountains of Color 
Film Festival in Jackson, Wyoming. 
The short documentary film, “How 
the Land Remembers Us”, tells the 
story of Indigenous artists belong-
ing to the 27 ancestral tribes of Yel-
lowstone National Park and their 
participation in an art project titled 
“Yellowstone Revealed” during 
2022, Yellowstone National Park’s 
150th birthday. The film shows the 
relationship between the Indigenous 
Artists and the Landscape, and their 
celebration of being back in their 
homelands after 150 years of separa-
tion. 

	 While Wahkinney made his 
directorial debut and film premiere, 
he also participated as a mentor in a 
BIPOC filmmaking lab through a Na-
tional Geographic Society grant and 
the Mountains of Color Film Festi-
val. He was paired with youth from 
the Wind River Reservation and the 
Jackson area to talk about filmmak-
ing practices, and Wahkinney focused 
on discussing filmmaking through an 
Indigenous Lens. The mentors and 
Mentees built relationships through 
the weekend outdoor experiences, 
film screenings, and workshops. 
	 During this weekend, Wah-
kinney also received the award of 
Distinguished Alumni for Native 
American Jumpstart, a non-profit 
based in Jackson, WY that provides 
funding for Native American stu-
dents in their internships. 
	 “How the Land Remembers 
Us” will continue being submitted 
to film festivals and the team is still 
fundraising for opportunities like 
that. Also, it’s focused on fundraising 
to create impact in communities and 
inspire other Indigenous Organiza-
tions and Tribal Nations to make their 
presence known in National Parks. 
	 Wahkinney, based in Okla-
homa City, is a filmmaker and pho-
tographer, a Visiting Indigenous 
Scholar at Salish Kootenai College, 
and the Indigenous Communities 
Project Manager for the National 
Park Service’s Rivers, Trails, and 
Conservation Assistance Program. 

Wahkinney Directs and Premieres New Film 
“How the Land Remembers Us”

Natuv Inc. Places Third in 
Golf Tournament

Courtesy Photo

	  On June 3, at the Lawton 
Country Club, the Lawton Police Of-
ficers Association held a golf tourna-
ment where Natuv Inc. placed third 
and Robbie Komahcheet won the 
Longest Drive Award. 
	 The inaugural golf tourna-
ment is used to raise funds for lo-
cal athletic programs. 25 Corporate 
teams and sponsors from around the 
United States participated. 

Wahkinney

LEFT TO RIGHT: Robbie Kom-
ahcheet, Robert Komahcheet, 
Shawn Komahcheet, Loui Pohaw-
patchoko

Comanche Reformed Church 
Hymn Singing 

6 p.m. - 8 p.m. July 9
201 NW Mission Blvd., Lawton

Everyone is welcome

Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff
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CNOEP First Annual Wildlife Explores 
Environmental Camp 2024 

	 On June 12 and 13, the 
Comanche Nation Office of Envi-
ronmental program, in collaboration 
with the Caddo Nation Environmen-
tal, organized a two-day camp at the 
Wichita Wildlife Refuge. The camp 
aimed to educate and engage chil-
dren from various tribes, including 
the Fort Sill Apache Tribe, Delaware 
Nation, Apache Tribe, Kiowa Tribe 
and the Wildlife Refuge. A total of 
41 kids from diverse tribal back-
grounds participated in the camp, 
fostering a rich cultural exchange 
and shared learning experience.
	 During the first day of the 
Wildlife Explorers Environmental 
Camp, children had the opportunity 
to rotate through eight stations and 
engage in a variety of activities. 

These activities included crafting 
pinch pots out of clay, conducting wa-
ter quality tests, preparing medicinal 
teas, setting up and breaking down a 
teepee, and creating their own medi-
cine bags. Each activity was rooted 
in indigenous traditions and history, 
allowing the children to appreciate 
the cultural significance and practi-
cal applications of these practices in 
today's world.
	 The second day of the camp 
involved a guided tour of the Refuge 
led by Nick Plata and Quinton Smith 
from the Wichita Wildlife Refuge, 
who served as knowledgeable and 
engaging tour guides. Equipped with 
journals, the children documented 
interesting facts, sketched the natu-
ral surroundings, and participated in 

two scavenger hunts. At the first stop, 
they visited an old prairie dog town 
that had been impacted by environ-
mental changes. The children gained 
a firsthand understanding of the inter-
connectedness of human actions and 
ecological consequences, underlin-
ing the importance of environmental 
stewardship.
	 The director of the CNOEP, 
Christina Cooper, said, “It was a sad 
thing to witness. The cause of death 
to so many prairie dogs was undeter-
mined but it still could have been a 
possibility that humans played a part 
in their depopulation. It was also eye-
opening for the kids to see that first 
hand instead of reading about it.”
	 Continuing the tour, the 
group visited the Bison Coral, where 

Plata shared insights into different 
types of bones and their traditional 
use as tools by Native Americans. 
Martin Flores from IAMNDN en-
riched the experience by sharing cap-
tivating stories about Bison, inspiring 
the children to appreciate the deep 
cultural significance of these animals. 
The day concluded with a sponsored 
lunch for all participants and staff, 
generously provided by Friends of 
the Wildlife Refuge. To cap it off, ev-
eryone partook in an engaging scav-
enger hunt at the visitor's center, fur-
ther strengthening their connection to 
the natural environment and wildlife 
at the Refuge.
	 CNOEP wanted to give a 
huge thank you to all the tribes that 
participated and to the Comanche 

All the Wildlife Explores and the staff gather after lunch for a group photo on the first day of the camp. There was a total of 41 participants that attended the two day Wildlife Explores 
Environmental Camp on June 12 and 13.

Photo by Heaven Williams/ News Staff

Photo by Heaven Williams/ News Staff
Photo by Heaven Williams/ News Staff

Nick Plata teaches the children about how the 
bones of the Bison were used as tools a long 
time ago. 

A participant admires the old abandoned 
Prairie Dog Town while learning about 
their depopulation. 

Photo by Heaven Williams/ News Staff

Two children bead their medicine bags on the first day of the camp, lead 
by Martin Flores. Flores taught the children what the bags were used for 
in the Native culture. 

Photo by Heaven Williams/ News Staff

Day one of the camp the Fort Sill Apache Tribe taught the children about the history of 
medicinal teas, how to make them.  

Photo by Heaven Williams/ News Staff

All the tribes gather to the water station and talk 
about water health and how to monitor it. The 
children tested the waters themselves to  see how 
the water affects the environment.

Photo by Heaven Williams/ News Staff

Nick Plata teaches the history behind the abandoned Prairie Dog Town. 
The children listened while admiring the scenery. This was the first stop 
of many on day two of the Wildlife Explorers Environmental Camp. 

Nation CHR and the Transit program 
for helping out with this event. Also, 
a special thanks to the Wichita Wild-
life Refuge for hosting the first annu-
al Wildlife Explorers Environmental 
Camp.
	 “This is the first of many 
events we’re planning with this Youth 
Initiative Grant. Next, we’re looking 
into renting out a movie theater to 
watch the upcoming movie “Twist-
er” to teach about different types of 
weather, how to look for signs, and 
how the weather affects our envi-
ronment. So, stay tuned for what we 
have next,” Cooper said.

Photo by Heaven Williams/ News StaffPhoto by Heaven Williams/ News Staff

Photo by Heaven Williams/ News Staff

The Comanche Nation’s station taught the 
children how to make pinch pots. The chil-
dren sculpted and designed the pots and laid 
them out in the sun to dry. While they were 
designing them, the Director from Delaware 
Nation spoke about the different plants and 
which ones to stay away from during the 
camp.

As the Wildlife Explores Environmental Camp comes 
to an end, the children participated in a scavenger hunt 
where they walked around the Visitors Center and found 
facts about the wildlife. Sarah Williams gives the child a 
clue to finishing the hunt. 

On the first day of the camp, the temperature was rising so 
with the help of the Wildlife Refuge Fire truck the children 
had the chance to cool down after lunch. 

Story by Heaven Williams/ News Staff
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Call 405-829-1207

SALES-INSTALLATION-REPAIRS

SERVING OF ALL OF CADDO COUNTY,
FLETCHER, ELGIN AND LAWTON AREAS

Competitive Pricing on ALL Parts & Equipment

W & R MECHANICAL L.L.C

Heating and Air

 Duct Cleaning Services Blown Insulation

Native American Owned & Operated

Email: wrmechanical@gmail.com

We Accept Visa, Mastercard and Discover Cards

Employment Opportunities!

www.cnb1901.com/careers

877-585-4177 CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE-PRIDE

If you are unsure, 
please call Per Cap Assistance at 877-585-4177

or Enrollment at 580.492.3371.

You may also update your address at 
comanchenation.com

Is your address current to receive your
2024 Per Cap pre-mailing packet?
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Comanche Cares Hosting Annual Back-to-School 
Supplies Drive

Donations to benefit Southwest Oklahoma students
 
	 Comanche Nation Entertainment’s community giving initiative, Comanche Cares, is 
once again stepping up to help Southwest Oklahoma students get ready for the upcoming school 
year. Its annual School Supplies Drive is now accepting donations at all Comanche Nation Enter-
tainment properties Tuesdays through Thursdays, between noon and 10 p.m. until July 25.  
 	 “The school supplies drive is a way for us to work together in supporting our local 
students,” said Steven Doyle, CEO of Comanche Nation Entertainment. “The generosity of our 
team members, guests and the wider community is what provides our students with access to the 
necessary resources to succeed in the classroom.” 
 
Donations can be dropped off at the following locations: 

·         Comanche Nation Casino in Lawton, 402 SE Interstate Dr.  
·         Comanche Red River Hotel Casino in Devol, 196747 Highway 36 
·         Comanche War Pony Casino in Devol, 250652 E 2000 Rd. 
·         Comanche Star Casino in Walters, 263171 Highway 53 
·         Comanche Spur Casino in Elgin, 9047 U.S. Highway 62 
 	 Comanche Rewards Club members who contribute supplies will receive up to $50 in Co-
manche Credit upon presenting their donation receipt. The offer is redeemable once per member, 
per day, per property. 
 	 For more information on how to contribute to the Comanche Cares School Supplies 
Drive, visit www.comanchenationentertainment.com.  
 ABOUT COMANCHE CARES 
	 Comanche Cares is a community giving initiative from Comanche Nation Entertainment. 
Comanche Cares organizes charitable events year-round, with drives for school supplies, food 
and toys. For more information on the program and how to donate, visit www.comanchenationen-
tertainment.com. 

Coming Soon
CIVA Special Edition

80th Commemoration of 
D-Day
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Otipoby Cemetery Honors Memorial Day with Annual  Gathering

File Photo

The Otipoby Cemetery on Fort Sill in 1965. Charlie Pokoro (seated), Robert Chaat, Ralph 
Chaat, Ernest Doyebi Jr., Phillip Narcomey, Maude Blevins, Lucille Cizek, Ellen Goodin, 
Joe Goodin, Hugh Otipoby, Rev. Robert Coffey, Dana Chibitty, Steve Chibitty, Anna Coffey, 
Susie Ahdosy, Lena Chibitty, George Watchetaker, Toots Pahdocony, Minnie Bointy, Jesse 
Otipoby, Joyce Connavichnah, and Sara Pohocsucut. Photo courtesy of Barbara Goodin.

Comanche Elder, Cheryl 
Pewewardy was recog-
nized as the Honored Elder 
of 2024 with a plaque. It 
reads,” The Otipoby Cem-
etery Committee recognizes 
Cheryl Pewewardy as hon-
ored Elder for outstanding 
and dedicated service to the 
Comanche people in times of 
joy and sorrow. She always 
has a kind word to say and is 
always willing to help. May 
28, 2024.”

Mike Cizek recognizes Comanche veterans Clyde Narcomey, Jimmy Tiddark and Cliff 
Takawana during the Memorial Day gathering at Otipoby Cemetery May 28.

	 The Otipoby Cem-
etery, the oldest Comanche 
cemetery on record, held its 
annual Memorial Day gather-
ing on May 27. Several fami-
lies came to pay their respects 
to family members and lay an 
array of flowers on them. As 
the morning turned into the 
afternoon, Cliff Takawana, the 
cemetery’s committee chair, 
welcomed everyone. Chair-
man Forrest Tahdooahnippah 
also welcomed the families. 
Also present was the Coman-
che Nation Jr. Princess, Arlene 
Schonchin. 
	 Following the wel-
coming and introductions, 
Comanche veteran Clyde Nar-
comey talked about the impor-
tance of maintaining the cem-
etery because it is not a KCA 
cemetery, as some believe.
	 Phyllis Narcomey 
gave the history of the Cem-
etery. 
	 “After the Jerome 
Agreement was signed by the 
Comanches, Apaches, and 
Kiowas, the cemetery land be-
came the allotment of James 
Otipoby. It was later sold to 
Hugh, his brother. He deeded 
2.43 acres to the Otipoby In-
dian Cemetery Association or 
Nahwats Cemetery. 
	 The cemetery was 
first used as a burial site when 
it was a reservation under the 
Medicine Lodge Treaty. Four 
white people were the first to 
be buried here. The first Co-
manche was Werpsono, who 
was buried in 1888. She was 
the mother of Nahwats and 
Tannee, who was the mother 
of Rev. Robert Chaat. 
	 The cemetery was 
known as Nahwats cemetery 
and Chahtinneyque cemetery 
also Otipoby. When World 
War II began Ft. Sill pur-
chased it in the land expansion 
and named it Comanche Cem-
etery after the purchase. 
	 Phil Narcomey, in 
1946 began helping his father-
in-law, Hugh Otipoby with 
the cemetery. A few families 
had continued decorating their 
family's graves while the cem-
etery was closed, even when 
the roads were all closed. 
	 During a meeting 
with The Lawton Community 
Relations Council, Phil Nar-
comey told the group of the 
need for the Otipoby-Nah-
Wats cemetery. Which includ-
ed marking and identifying 
the unmarked graves. Gillet 
Griswold, Ft. Sill Museum Di-

rector, and Col. E.M. Mahney, 
Chief of Staff were present. 
Mahney became much inter-
ested in the project of develop-
ing the historical old cemetery. 
	 On November 3, 
1965, Mr. Griswold met with 
the elderly Comanche infor-
mants who became the first 
Comanche tribal cemetery 
committee. Those present 
were, Hoke Smith Watchetak-
er, Toots Petarsy Pahdocony, 
Susie Ahdosy, Ella Pewewar-
dy, Maud Blevins, Poiewheup, 
Minnie Monetathchi Bointy, 
Charley Pokoro, Hugh Oti-
poby, Edgar Monetathchi, Phil 
and Gladys Narcomey. 
	 The group gathered 
at the cemetery to identify the 
graves. Maude Blevins, the 
niece of Nahwats, identified 
most of the graves. It is be-
lieved since she lived near the 
cemetery, that she must have 
attended many funerals. The 
group identified 90 graves out 
of 160. The group elected Phil 
Narcomey to be Chairman. 
	 After three years the 
project was finished in time 
for the Memorial Day services 
in May 1968. At the commem-
oration of this historic event 
present were an Army Honor 
Guard, Griswold, and Coman-
che Elders. 
	 The cemetery is the 
oldest of the tribes’ cemeteries, 
being used since 1886. It was 
closed for 19 years, from 1942 
until 1961.
	 Members of the com-
munity met at Petarsy Mission 
to organize March 12 1984. 
Phil Narcomey was elected 
First Chairman of this new 
group, which is still active. 
Clifford Takawana is the cur-
rent Chairman. 
	 Griswold micro-
filmed the BIA Allotment 
Book of 1901 to get Co-
manche names. Gillet Gris-
wold laid the foundation of 
the work for identifying the 
graves, his staff of army per-
sonnel worked many hours of 
research on Comanche Enroll-
ment files. Griswold made a 
map of the cemetery graves, 
and also markers for the un-
marked graves.”
	 Ed Tahhahwah Jr. 
and Ed Tahhahwah III sung a 
Southern Ute renewal song. 
	 Michael Cizek hon-
ored the veterans present and 
presented them with a token of 
appreciation. 
	 The event ended with 
a potluck meal.

Comanche Nation Chair-
man, Forrest Tahdooahnip-
pah, welcomes the families 
to the Memorial Day gather-
ing at Otipoby Cemetery.

Comanche Elder, Ed Tahhahwah Jr. and his son 
Ed Tahhahwah III sing a Southern Ute Renewal 
Song, while Ellen Tahhahwah Martinez shields 
them from the sun during the annual Memorial 
Day Gathering at Otipoby Cemetery.

Comanche Nation Jr. Prin-
cess, Arlene Schonchin, 
greets the families at the Oti-
poby cemetery annual Me-
morial Day gathering.

Story and Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff
SUPPORTING FAMILIES. The Comanche Youth Dancers  performed June 1, at the 
Comanche Nation Indian Child Welfare (ICW) Conference to support foster care 
families. The 2024 Comanche Nation Princess, Bluesky Tosee and the 2024 Coman-
che Nation Jr. Princess, Arlene Schonchin, performed the Lord’s Prayer and the 
youth dancers gave dance demonstrations in various categories. There were activity 
stations, and a tipi demonstration was given by Martin Flores.
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Milestones
June 29 - Francis Mack

Happy Birthday! 

July 3 - Hayden Goombi 
“Happy Birthday!! Love, your 
family!” ♥ 
July 5 - Kristopher Sovo
July 8 - Ruby Zavala
July 8 - Arlene Schonchin
July 8 - Sierra K. Sovo
July 9 - Valentine Zavala
July 10 - D Clo Kosechata 
Larsen
July 22 - Adria Suina
July 23 - Austin Zavala
July 24 - Spencer Ray
July 29 - Brennah Chasenah 
Henson

The Comanche Nation 
News

August Edition 
Deadline:

July 15
Email: 

stacey.heminokeky@comanchenation.
com
Mail: 

Comanche Nation/PIO 
P.O. Box 908 

Lawton, OK 73501 
Contact: (580) 492-3385

Happily Married

Congratulations!
On behalf of the Karty and 

Gonzalez Family. We are happy to 
announce and congratulate Antonio 

M. Gonzalez and Shelby Sanders 
and their seven beautiful children. 

From
The Comanche Nation

 News/PIO Staff: 
Jolene, Paula, Heaven, 

Natascha 
& 

Stacey!

Greg and Adria Suina
July 26, 1980

Celebrating 44 years of Marriage!

Happy Birthday
Austin Zavala

July 23
~ From the fam!

Happy Birthday
Brennah Chasenah Henson

July 29
~ From, Ben and Marc

Happy Belated Birthday! 

Happy Birthday
Adria Suina

July 22

Happy Birthday
Ruby Zavala

July 8
~ From the fam. Love you!

Happy 1st Birthday
Francis Mack

June 29
~ Love you so much!!

Happy 15th Birthday
Arlene Schonchin

July 8
~ We love you and are proud of you. 

Mom, Dad, and Mojo.

Happy Birthday
Valentine Zavala

July 9
~ From the fam. Love you son! 

Happy Birthday
Spencer Ray

July 24
~ Love, Mom, Dad, Bubbas, Sissy’s 

and Mack Mack.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Oklahoma State Handgame CHAMPIONS!!!!!!  Team Roan Horse 
won the 2024 Oklahoma State Handgame on June 8, at the Coman-
che Community Building in Apache, Okla.  Roan Horse came all the 
way up from the losers bracket with one lose to Lil Bit of South Side, 
in the double elimination tournament.  Congratulations to team 
Roan Horse, who will now host the 2025 State Handgame tourna-
ment next year.
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Obituaries
Laura Liane Tissychy 

Courtesy Photo

Tissychy

	 Laura Liane Tissychy, went 
to her heavenly home on May 25, in 
Lawton. She was born on Feb. 11, 
1978, in Sacramento, California to 
Robert Tissychy and Tina (Blackstar) 
Ruize.
	 Tissychy was a proud mem-
ber of the Comanche Nation of Okla-
homa. She earned her GED from the 
Comanche Nation Higher Education. 
She was a mother, grandmother, and 
homemaker. She enjoyed cooking 
and outdoor living. She also enjoyed 
watching her shows and listening to 
music. She was an avid OU and San 
Francisco 49ers fan. Tissychy adored 
her role as grandma, and spent time 
with her grandkids any chance she 
got.
	 Tissychy is survived by her 
children: Tristan and Ta’Panga Tis-
sychy, Robert Tissychy, Arnita John-
son, Rudy Johnson Jr., Idalys Bor-
rero, Kaylee Tissychy, and Xavier 
Waysepappy; grandbaby’s: Vivianne 
Billuk, Vanellope Tissychy, and So-
phia Tissychy; brother Jamie Pasque-
rita; sisters: Patti Eisenberger, Haddie 
Eisenberger, and Sandra Sandongei, 
and grandpa Joseph Ruize.
	 Tissychy is preceded in 
death by her father Robert W. Tis-
sychy; mother Martina Blackstar 
(Ruize); sister Ramona Tissychy; 
uncles: Dennis Tissychy, and Richard 
“Bunky” Henson; aunts: Judy Tis-
sychy, and Nancy Alexander (Tissy-
chy); and grandmas: Elsie Tissychy, 
and Lois Vidovich.

Leland “Chief” Mason 

Courtesy Photo

Mason 
	 Leland “Chief” Mason en-
tered into eternal rest on May 31. He 
was born on Dec. 23, 1955, to Roland 
and Benal Mason. He met Nora Jean 
Hupp while attending Lawton High 
School at 15 years old. They married 
on Nov. 30, 1976. Mason lived a full 
life of curiosity and adventure. He 
was an avid traveler who never met a 
stranger. He loved his family dearly. 
Mason was a proud member of the 
Comanche Nation of Oklahoma.
	 Mason is survived by his 
mother Benal Mason; wife Nora 
Jean Mason; son Jamie Mason of 
Tuscon, Ariz.; daughter Kelly May-
per and husband Stephen of Sara-
sota, Fl; daughter Amy Mason of 
Corinth, Texas; granddaughters: 
Alexandra Futch of Corinth, Texas 
and Harlow Mayper of Sarasota, Fl; 
grandson Logan Snavely St. Augus-
tine, Fl; brother Steve Mason (Dar-
lene); sister Rolene Asepermy; sister 
Shay Stewart (Jess); sister Melani 
Desautel(Stephen); and many nieces, 

nephews, aunts, uncles, cousins, and 
friends.
	 Mason is preceded in death 
by his father Roland Mason.

Nancy Lou Travis 

Courtesy Photo

Travis 
	 Nancy Lou Travis, went to 
her heavenly home on May 30. She 
was born to Franklin Sr. and Leatrice 
Cable on April 19, 1967. Travis at-
tended school in Indiahoma and 
graduated class of 1985. She attended 
vo-tech and studied graphic design 
and nursing. She then earned her cer-
tification as a nursing assistant.
	 She met the love of her 
life, Dale Travis in 1984. They were 
married in 1985. Travis was a proud 
member of the Comanche Nation of 
Oklahoma. She was also a member 
of the Comanche Nation Little Po-
nies Society. Travis walked in obedi-
ence with her LORD and savior. And 
never missed an opportunity to attend 
church.
	 Travis was our “Comanche 
Songbird” and found purpose in uti-
lizing her beautiful voice to worship. 
Travis absolutely adored her family. 
She was proud of each accomplish-
ment in their lives, and walked with 
them through any hardship. Travis 
was a proud mother and grandmoth-
er, her sons and grandsons were her 
whole entire world. Travis’ presence 
within her family and friends lives, 
brought endless joy and laughter. Her 
absence leaves a profound void. “We 
miss her, so much already”.
	 Travis is survived by her 
husband Dale Travis; her son Jeremy 
Travis and daughter-in-law Jessica 
Travis, and their children: Cayden, 
Arryn, and Wyatt; son Timothy and 
daughter-in-law Autumn and their 
son Greyson; siblings and their 
spouses: Benjamin and Leona Cable, 
Virginia and Rex Wilson; Nieces 
Leana Banse, Misty Terry, and Mary 
Shipley (Jr Shipley); honorary son 
and daughter: Kendrick and Shelby 
Cantwell.
	 Travis was preceded in 
death by her parents: Franklin Cable 
Sr. and Leatrice Tahmahkera-Cable; 
brothers: Jimmy, Sammy, and Char-
ley Cable; sister Connie Amos; neph-
ews: Brad French and Frankie Cable 
Sr; niece, Lydia Burgess; along with 
many other relatives and friends.

Regina Ann Robles 
Brannock 

Courtesy Photo

Brannock

	 Regina Ann Robles Bran-
nock, went to be with the Lord on 
Thursday, May 16, at her home, with 
her husband by her side.
	 Brannock was born Dec. 4, 
1956, in Lawton, to Tommy Tobias 
Robles and Norma Jean Poemeceah 
Robles. Brannock grew up west of 
Apache, where she was brought up 
by her loving grandmother, May 
Walktopathy Perdasopfy. Grandma 
May raised Brannock to become a 
woman of great faith. Brannock at-
tended Boone and Apache Schools. 
After graduating high school, Bran-
nock moved to North Carolina with 
her sister, Pam. It was there that Bran-
nock met the love of her life, Daniel. 
They were married in August 1976, 
in Apache. While living in North 
Carolina in 1978, they welcomed 
their first-born son, Corey. In 1980, 
they moved to Oklahoma, where they 
welcomed their second son, Michael. 
They made their home in Apache, 
where they raised their two sons.
	 Brannock was always a per-
son of great faith. She began attend-
ing the Reformed Church in Apache 
during the ninth grade after her home 
church, Cache Creek Presbyterian 
Mission, closed the previous year.
	 Over the years as a member 
of the Reformed Church, Brannock 
served as a Sunday school teacher, 
VBS teacher, deacon, an elder, and 
as vice-president of Consistory. After 

going to school for three years, she 
became a pastor for her church and 
served in the pulpit many years. She 
was also a delegate to the American 
Indian Council, a representative to 
the General Synod Council and the 
Council on Christian Education, a del-
egate to Classis Central Plains, and a 
founding member of the RCA Ameri-
can and Indigenous Ministries Coun-
cil. Regina participated in Reformed 
Church Women Triennial gatherings 
and also, a trip to China sponsored by 
the RCA Office of Women’s Trans-
formation and Leadership. She was a 
speaker for “Remembering Who We 
Are: How Congregations Commem-
orate and Celebrate Their Heritages” 
at New Brunswick Theological Sem-
inary. Brannock encouraged women 
to “consider the ripple effect of faith” 
by “remembering that those (young 
people) watching you, learn, and to 
“bring up the young to follow you, so 
when you are ready to rest, they will 
know what to do and take the lead.”
	 Earlier in her life, Brannock 
was employed by the Apache Pub-
lic Schools in various roles, which 
included the Title IV coordinator of 
Indian education at Apache High, 
where she also led the Indian club. 
This position meant a great deal to 
Brannock because it was a position 
once held by her aunt, Camille Wal-
lace, whom Brannock had such a 
deep fondness. In this role, Brannock 
guided and encouraged the Native 
American youth of the community.
	 In 2008, she earned her As-
sociate’s degree in Radiologic Tech-
nology. Soon after, she became the 
caretaker for her mother, and cared 
for her until her passing. With her 
endless supply of love for others, 
Brannock then went on to help and 
care for her sister, Pam, who was 
fighting ovarian cancer, by driving 
her to countless appointments for her 
treatments, making sure Pam knew 
she wasn’t fighting it alone. It was 
evident to Brannock’s family that she 
was certainly an Angel on Earth.
	 Faith and family were her 
priorities. She was always support-
ing, giving, encouraging, and uplift-
ing. She had a joyful heart, and her 
smile and laughter were contagious. 
Brannock gave selflessly to care for 
others.
	 She was cherished by her 
brothers, sisters, nieces and nephews.
	 Brannock’s pride and joy 
were her grandchildren, Chayton, 
Ava and Logan. She wanted them 
to know how much she loved them. 
She had so much joy in watching and 
helping her sons raise and care for 
their families.
	 In 2020, Brannock was 
diagnosed with ALS. Through her 

Rhonda Jean Fipps 

Courtesy Photo

Fipps
	 Rhonda Jean Fipps, entered 
into eternal rest on May 18, with her 
loving family by her side. She was 
born on June 18, 1953, to Clarence 
(Jimmy Jack) and Rhonda Mae Tah-
pay. Fipps attended school in Cache, 
Okla. And was a graduate of Cache 
High School. Fipps was a proud 

member of the Comanche Nation of 
Oklahoma and was also of Kiowa de-
scent. 
	 Fipps enjoyed her days re-
laxing with the love of her life David. 
She enjoyed doing crosswords and 
listening to oldies. She also loved 
playing scratch offs. 
	 She adored her family, and 
loved spending time with her grand-
children and great grandchildren. She 
especially loved her shopping sprees 
with her granddaughter Morning 
Star. 
	 She is survived by husband 
David; daughters Jennifer (Travis) 
Caldwell, Susan Winkler; son Mat-
thew Martin; brother Tony Tahpay; 
sister Cheryl Anderson; grandchil-
dren Alyssa, Matthew, Morning Starr, 
Scout, Francesca, Stefano, Keaton, 
Cassandra, Andrea, Claudia, Lexi, 
Ryan, Gabriel, Samson, and Emma 
Grace; 13 great grandchildren; and 
many nieces, nephews, and cousins; 
and special parents Roland and Ra-
mona Apauty.
	 She is preceded in death 
by daughter Ginger Marie; sister 
Vanessa Tahpay; brothers Clarence 
Tahpay Jr, Cleveland Tahpay, and 
Jammy Tahpay; parents Clarence Sr. 
and Rhoda Tahpay; Grandparents 
Cleveland and Elsie Tahpay, Vandal 
and Adeline Hahnee Apauty.

faith, she accepted it and remained 
happy and joyful, knowing where 
she was going, and that her Grandma 
May would be waiting for her when 
she got there.
	 Brannock was an amazing 
woman and touched many hearts 
through her smile and laughter. The 
love she gave will continue to live on.
Brannock is survived by her hus-
band, Daniel Brannock, of Apache; 
son Corey Brannock and Sydney of 
Piedmont; son Michael Brannock of 
Oklahoma City; brother Toby Robles 
and Lana of Anadarko; sister Sue 
and Jim Montgomery of McKinney, 
Texas; sister Stephanie Harrison of 
Apache; brother Danny Robles of 
Apache; brother Frank and Nancy 
Lewis of Chickasha; brother Larry 
Lewis of Lawton; brothers-in-law: 
Kenny Lusk of Apache and Michael 
Harrison of Cyril; sister-in-law Lynn 
Brannock of Florida; grandchildren: 
Chayton Brannock, Avalyn Bran-
nock, and Logan Brannock; nieces 
Rebecca and Larry Geffre (Michael, 
Mark, Elizabeth, John) of Norman; 
Bo and Mark Thompson of Apache; 
Brenna and Joe Delbert (Jeffery) of 
Plano, Texas; Poem Lusk (Kennedy) 
of Apache; Christine and Chris Rush 
(Madeline, Sophia) of Mustang; Erin 
Montgomery (Monty) of Mustang, 
Randi and Drew Caram (Rian Har-
rison, Maddux) of Piedmont; Brandi 
and David Locke of Lawton; Can-
dice Lewis and Brandon Hardegree 
of Lawton; Amber Lewis of Lawton; 
Dayne Lewis of Lawton; Stepha-
nie Robles of Ponca City; Mandi 
and Tim Ulloa (Zeke, Anna, Jedi) 
of Indiahoma; Desarea and Robert 
Chambers (Quincy, Hayes, Colt) of 
Weatherford; Reva Lewis of Jack-
sonville, Florida; Katelyn Kimble of 
Alva; Kristen and Lucas Thompson 
(Lillian, Rosalie) of Apache; Amy 
Kramer of Florida; Kristan Har-
rington of Georgia; nephews Kyle 
and Stephany Montgomery (Gavin, 
Kaylee, Peyton) of Plano, Texas; To-
bias Monroe Robles of Apache; Jack-
son and Dana Lusk (Jack, Walter) of 
Apache; Derek Lewis of Houston, 
Texas; Bailey and Alana Thompson, 
Anchorage, Alaska; cousins Eddie 
and Desmond Wallace, Larry Joe and 
Ray Anderson, Cleve, Jerry, Terri 
Lynne, and Bertha Perdasofpy.
	 She was preceded in death 
by her grandmother May Perdasof-
py, father Tobias Robles, mother 
Norma Penisten, step-father William 
Penisten, sister Pamela Robles Lusk, 
mother-in-law Kathleen Brannock, 
brother-in-law Paul Brannock, aunt 
and uncle Camille and Vincent Wal-
lace; aunt and uncle Zena and John 
Anderson, uncle Bert Perdasofpy, 
and step- brother Jeffrey Penisten.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

BEST DRESSED. Team Lil Bit of South Side was named Best 
Dressed at the 2024 Oklahoma State Handgame Tournament held 
at the Comanche Community Building in Apache, Okla.  The boys 
wore red button down shirts with black vest, blue jeans and cowboy 
boots.  The girls wore red, black and white skirts and black t-shirts 
with Lil Bit of South Side logo printed on the front.  The team looked 
sharp for their first time competing in the Oklahoma State Hand-
game Tournament.
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COME PLAY WITH US COME PLAY WITH US 
THIS SUMMER!THIS SUMMER!

ComancheNationEntertainment.com
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PERSONAL “WHATEVER” LOANS
Perfect for covering all of your 

back-to-school essentials!


