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Former Chairman
Woommavovah
Takes United Way
CEO Position

LAWTON, Okla. (KSWO)

Mark Woommavovah, now-
former Comanche Nation Chairman,
has officially been named as Presi-
dent and Chief Executive Officer of
the United Way of Southwest Okla-
homa.

Woommavovah is a retired
Lieutenant Colonel in the U.S. Army
in addition to being native to South-
west Oklahoma.

“I am honored to serve Unit-
ed Way of Southwest Oklahoma,”
Woommavovah said. “UWSWOK is
committed to serving our commu-
nity and making a difference through
small acts of kindness. Our organiza-
tion believes that expressing gratitude
and giving back to our communities
creates a positive ripple effect in our
lives, leading to a happy and fulfilling
existence filled purpose, meaningful
relationships, and a strong connec-
tion to community.”

Natalie Fitch, Chairman of
the Board of Directors for United Way
of Southwest Oklahoma, is thrilled to
welcome the former Comanche Na-
tion Chairman to the organization.

“We are excited about hav-
ing someone of Mark’s caliber on
board,” Fitch said. “He brings a
wealth of experience and skills in
relationship building, team building,
and project implementation, as well
as a great knowledge of the southwest
Oklahoma community and strong
business acumen. With his leadership,
we will continue to expand United
Way’s impact on quality of life across
southwest Oklahoma.”

Woommavovah  succeeds
Lauren Ellis, who took a job as the
CEO of the United Way of Norman.

Run-Off Election
Set for June 15

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

A run-off election for the
Tribal Administrator and tribal attor-
ney positions is set for June 15.

Justin  Boos and Lisa
Dawsey are on the ballot as the run-
off candidates. Boos received 480
votes (38.22%) and Dawsey received
461 votes (36.70%).

Crowe & Dunlevy and Cei-
ba Legal, PC are on the ballot as run
off candidates. Crowe & Dunlevy
received a total 596 votes (48.03%)
and Ceiba Legal, PC received 348
(28.04%).

In the General Election,
Question One pertaining about the
Comanche Charter School, passed
675 (54.30%) to 568 (45.07%). Ques-
tion Two pertaining to removing the
BIA authority from the Comanche
Constitution failed by a vote of 592
(48.76%) YES votes to 622 (51.24%)
NO votes. Question Three pertaining
to the adoption amendment passed

See RUN-OFF, continued on Page 9

Comanche Nation Swears In
Newly Elected Officials

Newly elected Chairman of the Comanche Nation, Forrest Tahdooahnip-
pah, takes the Oath of Office given by the outgoing Comanche Nation
Chairman Mark Woommavovah, to begin his three year term.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Newly

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Newly elected Election Board mem-
ber, Debra Hendrix takes the Oath
of Office, given by newly elected
Chairman Tahdooahnippah.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff
elected Election Board

member Eleanor McDaniel, takes
the Oath of Office, given by newly

Newly elected Vice Chairman of the Comanche Nation, Diana Doyebi-
Sovo takes the Oath of Office given by Comanche Nation Chairman, For-

rest Tahdooahnippah.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Sta
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elected Chairman Tahdooahnip-
pah.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Newly elected Election Board mem-
ber JW Marshall takes the Oath
of Office, given by newly elected
Chalrman Tahdooahmppah

Photo by Paula Karty/News taff
elected Election Board
member, Sandra Toyekoyah, takes
the Oath of Office, given by newly
elected Chairman Tahdooahnip-
pah.

Comanche Academy 2024 Annual Meeting Election Notice

Submitted by John Harris/ Comanche Academy Board of Directors

The 2024 Annual Meeting of the Comanche Academy School Board (“Board”) shall take place 6:00 p.m.
on June 24, at:

Dorothy Lorentino Education Center Auditorium 1608 SW 9th St.
Lawton, Okla.

Elections to fill vacant and expiring Board Director positions will take place at the Annual Meeting. The

election shall take place in accordance with Section 3.6 of the Board’s Bylaws.
The current Board roster is as follows:

Director Position | Currently Filled By | Elected to Board | Term End Date

Director 1 Dr. Kathyrn Briner | January 2023 2025 Annual Meeting
Director 2 Micheal Burgess February 2024 2025 Annual Meeting
Director 3 Cecily Brigoli June 2023 2026 Annual Meeting
Director 4 Martie June 2023 2026 Annual Meeting

Woothtakewahbitty

Director 5 Yolanda Ramos June 2023 2026 Annual Meeting
Director 6 Vacant 2024 Annual Meeting
Director 7 John Harris July 2021 2024 Annual Meeting

Elections will be held to fill two (2) expiring and/or vacant Director positions:
. Director 6 (vacant)
) Director 7 (currently filled by John Harris)

See ACADEMY, Page 9
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Pewewardy

Former Vice
Chairman
Pewewardy
Assoc. Professor at
the UCO;
Addresses

Graduation Regalia

Dr. Cornel Pewewardy/ Associate
Professor at the University of Central
Oklahoma

Displaying of Spiritual and
Cultural Symbols on Graduation Re-
galia for American Indian Students*:
SB 429

*This writing is dedicated to Genesis
White Bull (Hunkpapa Lakota) who
last week was forced to remove her
high school graduation cap, adorned
with traditional beadwork and plume
by Farmington high school adminis-
tration (Farmington, NM high school
graduation ceremonies 2024).

The First Amendment of the
U.S. Constitution promotes freedom
of religion and prohibits the restric-
tion of religious practices; and the
American Indian Religious Freedom
Act reconfirmed that those protec-
tions apply to Native American reli-
gious practices. To that end, SB 429
went into effect on July 1, 2023, by
the Oklahoma legislature—referred
to as the Native student regalia bill.
This bill has been decades in the mak-
ing as an expressing of tribal sover-
eignty in public school spaces. For
me, personally, this is the third at-
tempt to help write and advocate for
this statewide bill to succeed.

“47 years ago, I was denied
the opportunity to wear an eagle
feather on my graduate cap during
graduation ceremonies at Northeast-
ern State University in Tahlequah,
Okla.,” explained Pewewardy.

“NSU official told me take
the eagle feather off my cap while I
stood in line with hundreds of other
graduating students. I then tucked
the feather inside my gown. As an
act of defiance, when my turn came
to approach the graduation podium;
when my name was called, I immedi-
ately took out the feather and placed
it on top of my graduation cap. As |
crossed the podium after receiving
my diploma, all my family clapped

See REGALIA: Page 3
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The award-winning Comanche Nation
News, the official communication of the

Comanche Nation, is available at no

charge upon request. The deadline to
submit information for the July edition is

5 p.m., June 15.
Contact:
The Comanche Nation News
P.O. Box 908

Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908

Telephone: (580) 492-3381

Fax: (680) 492-3709

Email: pio@comanchenation.com

PIO/TCNN Staff

. Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-
porter, Photographer- Email: Jolene.
Schonchin@comanchenation.com
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382

3 Paula Karty, Assist. Editor, Reporter,
Photographer- Email: Paula.Karty@
comanchenation.com-Telephone
Number—(580)492-3383

. Stacey Heminokeky, Adminis-
trative Assistant- Email: Stacey.
Heminokeky@comanchenation.com
Telephone Number (580) 492-3385

. Heaven Williams, Reporter/Photog-
rapher - Email: Heaven.Williams@
comanchenation.com - Telephone
(580) 492-3621.

. Natascha Mercadante -Online
Reporter - Email: Natascha.Mer-
cadante@comanchenation.com -
Telephone (580) 492-3381.

. News items of interest to the local
and American Indian community are
welcome.

o Photographs will be copied and will
become the property of TCNN. To
return original photographs, send a
self-addressed stamped envelope.
Do not send faxed photographs or
newspaper copies of photographs.

. The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by
submission only. Please submit a
first and last name. The Passings/
Obituaries are submitted by the Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home or by
tribal members on a funeral home
letterhead. The Milestones Page is for
tribal members only. TCNN publishes
all services conducted by The Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home without
discretion. The Obituaries Page is for
tribal members only.

. TCNN will print a Comanche organi-
zation’s annual event flyer once free
of charge as a courtesy to our tribal
organizations. The guidelines for flyer
submission are: Pow-wow flyers have
to be from an established Comanche
organization. There has to be contact
person and number on the organiza-
tion’s annual flyer.

. We reserve the right to edit all mate-
rial. Letters or articles that contain
libelous information, slander, or
personal attacks will not be printed.
Letters to the Editor must be signed
with a legible name, and have an
500 word limit. The letters to the
editor or articles contained in The
Comanche Nation News does not
reflect the views or opinions of the
PIO staff.

Comanche Nation
Officials
Chairman
Mark Woommavovah
Email: Mark.Woommavovah@comanchenation.com
Vice Chairman
Dr. Cornel Pewewardy
Email: Cornel.Pewewardy@comanchenation.com
Secretary/Treasurer
Robert Tippeconnie
Email: Robert.Tippeconnie@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 1
Hazel Tahsequah
Email: Hazel. Tahsequah@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 2
Ross Kahrahrah
Email: Ross.Kahrahrah@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 3
Alice Kassanavoid
Email: Alice Kassanavoid@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 4
Jordan Fox
Email: Jordan.Fox@comanchenation.com
Tribal Administrator
Julia Mantzke
Email: Julia. Mantzke@comanchenation.com
To contact officials:
Office of the CBC/Chairman:
Telephone: (580) 492-3573
Comanche Nation Address:
P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502
Toll Free: (877) 492-4988

Physical Address:
584 Bingo Rd., Lawton, OK 73505

W‘ Member of the Native American
Journalist
Association since 2001

Member of the Society of Professional
Journalists since 2010

 Member of the Oklahoma Press Associa-
W tion since 2022

Follow The Comanche Nation News

.E The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

r@ comanchenationpio
Instagram

@thecomanchenationnews

TikTok

Government

A Total of Eight Resolutions
are Presented at the May
CBC Meeting

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Editor’s Note: This is an overview of the May 4, Comanche Business Committee
Monthly Meeting, and not the official minutes. To obtain a copy of the official
minutes, please contact the Office of the Chairman, (580) 492-3251.

Chairman Mark Woommavovah called the meeting to order at 10 a.m.

Resolutions

o Resolution No. 51-2024- Enroll-

ment Eligible Resolution List
1328 Minors. The resolution
passes 6/0/0.

o Resolution No. 52-2024- En-

rollment Eligible Resolution
List 1329 Adults. The resolution
passes 6/0/0.

o Resolution No. 53-2024- Tribal

Court Resolution to Renew Con-
tract for Prosecutor. The resolu-
tion passes 6/0/0.

o Resolution No. 54-2024- CBC

Resolution to Amend Property &
Procurement Policy and Proce-
dure. The resolution passes 6/0/0.

o Resolution No. 55-2024- Tax

Commission  Resolution  Ap-
proving the Orphaned Well Im-
plementation Grant with CSRS,

LLC. The resolution passes
6/0/0.

o Resolution No. 56-2024- Tax

Commission Resolution Ap-
proving the Orphaned Well
Planning/Program Development
Grant Agreement with CSRS,
LLC. The resolution passes
6/0/0.

o Resolution No. 57-2024- CBC

Resolution  Authorizing  Ap-
pointment of Steve Doyle as
CEO of Comanche Nation En-
tertainment. The resolution pass-
es 4/2/0.

o Resolution No. 58-2024- CBC

Resolution to amend the Reve-
nue Allocation Plan (RAP) to In-
clude Aged-Based Target-Based
Investment Option. The resolu-
tion is tabled.

Comanche Nation Entertainment
Appoints Chief Executive Officer

Steven Doyle selected to oversee six gaming properties

Courtesy Photo

Doyle

LAWTON, Okla., (May 13,
2024) — Comanche Nation Entertain-
ment has named Steven Doyle as its
Chief Executive Officer (CEO), pre-
viously serving as the company’s
Chief Financial Officer (CFO).

Doyle now oversees Co-
manche Nation Entertainment’s six
gaming properties throughout South-
west Oklahoma, in addition to its
travel plazas, smoke shops and quick
stops. The properties include Coman-
che Red River Hotel and Casino in
Devol, Comanche Nation Casino in
Lawton, Comanche Star Casino in
Walters, Comanche Spur Casino in
Elgin, Comanche Cache Casino in
Cache and Comanche War Pony Ca-
sino in Devol.

“As I step into the role of
CEO for Comanche Nation Entertain-
ment, I look forward to leading this
dynamic organization into its next
chapter of growth and innovation,”
said Doyle. “This is an opportunity
to collaborate with our talented team
and further enhance our commitment
to delivering exceptional gaming ex-

REGALIA

Continued from Page 1

and lu-lu’ed in the stadium stands. Since that special day four
decades ago, I have been an advocate for all Native students to
wear their traditional regalia at graduation ceremonies all over
the country. SB 429 is now a state law that interrupts many
of those public-school administrators and school boards that
were historically disallowed from wearing their cultural stoles,
eagle feathers, beadwork caps on their tribal regalia at gradua-
tion ceremonies like I was 47 years ago.”

Now as the former Vice Chair of the Comanche Na-
tion and current Associate Professor of Political Science at the
University of Central Oklahoma, Pewewardy says he proudly
wears a Comanche eagle feather war bonnet during UCO grad-

uation ceremonies.

“The current research suggests that the strength of
our people is uniquely tied to our strong spiritual beliefs, cul-
tural traditions, kinship ties and lifeways. In essence we are

periences. Together, we will continue
to advance our position as a leader in
the tribal gaming industry.”

As CEO, Doyle is respon-
sible for hiring and supervising
Comanche Nation Entertainment’s
management team, developing and
implementing policies and proce-
dures, managing budgets, overseeing
operations and ensuring compliance
with all relevant laws and regulations
governing gaming operations.

Having worked with tribal,
non-tribal and some of the indus-
try’s largest gaming operators, Doyle
brings more than three decades of
experience to his new position. Pri-
or to assuming the role of CEO, he
managed the company’s financial op-
erations, including budgeting, fore-
casting, analysis, investor relations,
operational efficiencies, among oth-
ers.

For more information about
Comanche Nation Entertainment
and its properties, visit www.coman-
chenationentertainment.com.

Maruaweka Numunuu:

It is a great honor to write to you as your Tribal Chairman.
As I write this, I have yet to be officially sworn in. But, by the time
you read this, I hope that you have started to feel winds of change
in our Nation. My foundational goal as your Chairman is to build a
Tribal Government that you can be proud of! By the time that you
read this, I hope that we will have made strides towards transpar-
ency by adopting formal procedures for Comanche Business Com-
mittee meetings. In the coming weeks, I hope to begin posting a
calendar of CBC events and hosting office hours. Please come by if
you have comments or concerns.

We have a long way to go. The difficulties in the 2024 elec-
tion (e.g., absentee ballot delays) highlight some of the challenges
we face—neglect of non-local Tribal members, lack of clear guid-
ance on Tribal law and inadequate communication. We will over-
come all of these challenges. We will overcome these challenges
through hard work, dedication and, most of all, through adherence
to the Comanche Constitution. Our Constitution, however, requires
the participation of the Tribal Council. We will need to hold Special
Tribal Council Meetings to enact laws and policies to create the in-
stitutions that will enable us to thrive. We will need Tribal members
with special expertise to use their skills to help us build our Nation.
We will need our Tribal Council members to make informed deci-
sions on the important issues that will be put before them.

Please help me move our Nation forward. You are the
Tribal Council, our Nation’s Supreme Governing Body. Together
we can build a Government and Nation to be proud of. We are the

Lords of the Plains.
Comanche Nation Tribal Court
Distriet Court
MAY 06 2024
IN THE COMANCHE NATION TRIBAL COURT FILED U)D) 3
DISTRICT COURT Court Clerk: L

IN THE MATTER OF THE CHANGE OF
NAME OF:

CALEB CHABON HARRIS

An enrolled member of the Comanche
Nation

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION

[N

Case No.: NC-2024-0004

TO: ALL CREDITORS or INTERESTED PARTIES

Take notice that Caleb Chabon Harris has filed in the above Court a Petition to have the
name changed as follows, to-wit from: Caleb Chabon Harris to Caleb Chabon Harris

Taunah.

The petition will be heard on 06/24/2024 at 11:00 AM located at the Comanche Natjon
Courthouse, 584 NW Bingo Road, Lawton, Oklahoma. i

If you have any cause to show why the above mentioned Petition for Change of Name
should not be granted by the Court you should file a written protest in the case prior to the date
set for hearing or appear and present the same at the above time and place.

‘WITNESS my hand and the seal of said Court this 6th day of May, 2024. -

Y YN N

1

Court Clerk/Deputy
Comanche Nation Tribal Court
584 NW Bingo Dr.

P.0O. Box 646

Lawton, OK 73502

Ph: (580) 492-3822

Protecting Our Elderly
What is Elder Abuse?

Any act that causes harm to an older person and is carried out
by someone that they trust, which is sometimes a family
member or a care provider.

How can you help your elders?
Keep an eye out for any unusual behaviors such as large

withdrawals from their accounts, unpaid bills, or utilities
that have been cut off.

Elders, you can protect yourself too!
Don’t be afraid to ask for help if someone has taken
advantage of you. Talk with a trusted family member
or friend and ask them for help.

Together we can all take care of one

of our greatest assets: Our Elders!

This month’s financial tip brought to you by

(% J_NATIONAL BANKsTRUST

MEMBER FDIC | EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

to prevent
elder abuse
scan here

strengthening Native culture and uplifting Native student self-
esteem by expressing our tribal sovereignty in public spaces.”

He adds that it is his hope that schools and higher ed-
ucation institutions will continue to support Native students as
they earn their degrees, connect with their tribal cultures and
continue to heal historical wounds. Young Native people are

brave, brilliant, thoughtful, respectful, special and important

to the continuation of healing and cultural restoration. They

must be support.

Follow the
Comanche
Nation Public
Information Office on
YouTube & TikTok:

You

@TheComacheNation

@thecoman-
chenationnews
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2024 Election Oificial Voting Results

Election certified May 21 by the CBC

Comanche Nation of Oklahoma — General Election 2024 — UNOFFICIAL RESULTS Comanche Nation of Oklahoma — General Election 2024 - UNOFFICIAL RESULTS
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Diabetes/Fitness NO of 15| 33| 6| 8 221 7| 3| 55/ 158] 12.75% ) YES| 117] 98] 138] 27] 24] 106] 36] 24[ 392] 962| 78.85%
Capital improvement NO | 30| 27| 48] 11| 12| 42| 12| 11| 65| 258] 21.15%
Budget-Revenue Allocation .
YES] 142[ 115] 170] 36] 33] 141] 45] 31| 452] 1165] 93.72% Tribal Court YES[ 117] 93] 134] 27] 16[ 111] 41] 23] 384] 946] 77.60%
Elder Payment NO ol 13| 19| 5| 3| 10| 4| 3| 12| 78| 6.28% NO | 31| 31 51] 11| 19] 38| 8] 10| 74| 273| 22.40%
T YES| 144] 119] 170] 38] 31] 142] 43| 31] 456] 1174] 94.83% Grasshoppers (Elders Lawn YES| 118] 97] 134] 24] 24] 105] 38] 24] 392] 956| 78.17%
Per Capita Distribution NO 6] 8| 19| 3| 4] o 6 1 8| 6a 517% Mowing) NO | 28] 29| s3] 14| 11| 46] 11] 8| e7] 267| 21.83%
Budget-Tribal Government CN Fair YES| 125| 97| 144| 29| 23| 123] 37| 25| 381| 984| 80.33%
Administration YES| 104] 94] 121] 26] 47] 103] 37] 26| 378] 906| 73.36% NO | 22| 29| 43] 9] 12| 28] 11| 8] 79| 241| 19.67%
NO | 45| 33| 66| 14| 18] 48| 13| 7] 85| 329 26.64% - i YES| 118] 87] 125] 27] 16] 98] 37[ 29] 354[ 891| 72.62%
0]
I VES] 705 86] 120] 26] 19| 96| 39| 18] 350] 868] 70.11% emecoming NO | 30 37] e1] 11] 20| 53] 12| 4] 108] 336 27.38%
NO | 45| 40| 67] 15] 17] 56| 11| 16]103| 370] 29.89% Vouth Shelter GRYS YES[ 138] 111] 159] 29] 27] 128] 44| 28] 425] 1089] 88.68%
ou eller
Emergency Management Direct |YES| 133] 107] 149] 33] 31] 122] 41] 27| 423] 1066 86.39% NO | 10] 14] 28] 9] 9| 22| & 5 37] 139] 11.32%
Services NO | 18] 18] 39] 7] 4] 29] 8] 6| 39] 168 1361% Workforce Innovation and YES[ 131] 109] 153] 28] 25] 119] 37] 24] 387] 1013] 82.83%
YES| 114] 93| 1311 26| 17| 109| 38| 23] 390] 941] 76.32% Opportunity (WIOA) NO 17{ 16| 33| 10} 11| 31] 12 9| 71 210) 17.17%
Info Technology - Complex o
NO | 37| 33| 58| 14| 18| 40| 12| 10| 70| 292| 23.68% on I ot & Training YES| 134] 105] 149] 20] 26] 121] 41] 25| 409] 1039] 85.02%
[o] aceme
Lo Enforcement YES[ 100] 89] 130] 28] 20] 104] 35| 25] 386] 917 73.65% NO | 14] 20f 36} 9] 10] 28] 8] 8| 50| 183j 14.98%
NO | 51 38| 59| 12] 16] 47| 15| 9| 81| 328| 26.35% y Giftsh YES| 114] 86] 120] 26] 19] 99] 37] 22[367] 899] 73.51%
useum Gi O
ool Foos VES| 123] 95] 142] 29] 20] 111] 38] 25| 395] 978| 79.51% P NO | 34| 39] 58] 12| 17] 50| 12| 11] 91| 324 26.49%
9 NO | 27] 31| 45] 11| 16] 39] 11| 9| 63| 252 20.49% " YES| 117] 94] 133] 27] 20[ 113] 34] 24] 394] 956] 78.04%
useum
Missing, Murdered, indigenous |YES] 106] 85] 137] 30] 24] 102] 37] 27] 374] 922] 74.12% NO | 31] 31| 54] 1] 16] 37| 15] 9| 65| 269] 21.96%
People (MMIP) NO | 43| 42| 52| 10| 12| 50| 13| 7| 93] 322| 25.88% R (Realy) VESTT15] 94l 1311 23] 23] 99] 39] 23] 363] 909] 74.75%
atura esources eaity
R YES| 133] 107] 148] 28] 23] 127] 38| 28] 405] 1037] 83.97% NO | 33| 31| 54| 16| 13| 49| 10] 10| 91 307| 25.25%
NO | 18] 18] 40| 12| 13| 24] 11| 5| 57| 198] 16.03% YES[ 106] 89| 129] 25] 21] 100] 38] 28[381] 917] 75.35%
Land Acquisitions NO | 42| 36] 57| 13| 14| 47| 10| 5| 76| 300] 24.65%
Page3of7 Page 4 of 7
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r' CALLING ALL

COMANCHE
BOW MAIKERS

Comanche Nation Offices
will be closed
June 19
in Observance of
the Juneteenth holiday.
Offices will reopen June 20 for
regular business

FOR A PRESENTATION
AT THE

2024 COMANCHE
NATION FAIR

FOR MORE INFORMATION,
CONTACT WILLIE PEKKAH
BY JUNE, 28, 2024 g
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Comqnche Homecoming Prmcess.Poemoceah_

Specnal Invitationlto: Comanche Nutlon Princess:|BluelSky, Tosee

/Specml invitationito: Comoncke Dlratlon!Jr. Princess:JArlene §chonch|n

JULY19TH, 20TH, & 21ST, 2024
LIVE FROM/SULTAN PARK, WALTERS, OKLAHOMA

MC'S: MARTIN FLORES & COREY REEDER
HONORARY MC: WALLACE COFFEY
HEAD SINGER (AFTERNOON SESSION) KEVIN "BUBBA" SOVO
HEAD MAN DANCER (AFTERNOON SESSION) ANDREW TOYEBO
HEAD LADY DANCER (AFTERNOON SESSION) SHELBY MATA
HEAD SINGER (EVENING SESSION) NEAL MONOESSY
HEAD MAN DANCER (EVENING SESSION) CHEYENNE POCOWATCHIT

HEAD LADY DANCER (EVENING SESSION) SOPHIE MASON
ARENA DIRECTORS: TRAVIS CODYNAH, GLEN HEMINOKEKY/, & LARNEY SILVERHORN

CO-HOST: WALTERS SERVICE CLUB & CIVA
COLOR GUARD: KCA VETERANS ASSOCIATION

POSTING & RETIRING OF THE MEMORIAL FLAGS: CIVA
VETERAN FLAGS TO BE FLOWN: TONY KOMAH, CHARLES CHEMAH, & GEORGE RED ELK

HONORARY ' VETERANS: RHONDA WILLIAMS, DEANN NIBBS LE BEAU, & ELEANOR MCDANIEL
HONORARY ELDERS:LOLA OTOTIVO, PAT TAHDOOAHNIPPAH & PHILLIS MATA

CONTEST{COORDINATORNCARLA WHITEMAN (
| RAFFIE[COORDINATOR:GHRISTAL{OTOTIVO STILLWELL
ARTS/CRAFTSIS&FOOD)VENDORS WELCOME.
\VENDOR'S{CONTAGT:]BRIAN/STILLWELL (580) 458-8251
BOOKIET{CONTACT: DYUANJTIDDARK: DTS VISUALS@ICLOUD.COM
NOJALGOHOLYGRIDRUGS PERMITTED. NOT/RESPONSIBLE FOR ACCIDENTS OR THEFT

COMMITTEE:INOLANTAHDOOAHNIPPAHYFRED FODDER, EDWARD TAHHAHWAH Ill, TANYA CODYNAH

g

Roof M NATIONAL BANK&TRUST

MEMBER FDIC \ EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY

l?rakes Did you receive your 2023 Per Cap
Airbags and/or Elders Payment?

.[RA | LE R R E PA I R & Weldin Call Per Cap Assistance at 877-585-4177
4\ g to check on any Per Capita or Elders Payments.
. : Floo”'n You may now update your address with Enrollment by
i g going to the enrollment page at comanchenation.com
l | and clicking on the online form or call 580.492.3371 for
other enroliment related questions.

Electrical
877-585-4177 CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE-PRIDE

, f DKLAHOMA & TEXAS g pis

Dollie Legs

PHONE 214-445-8362 side Panels

Roll Up-Swing Doors
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Michelle Nevaquaya Represents C

Nation in 20

Michelle Nevaquaya showcases
her talent by singing a Coman-
che hymn about a woman wait-
ing for her husband to return

home from war.

6

The Comanche Nation News

omanche

Miss Indian World Pageant

Michelle Nevaquaya is announced before the finale of Miss Indian World. The crowd and

other contestants cheered her on as she walked the arena a final time.

Story and photos by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Former Comanche
Nation Princess Michelle Ne-
vaquaya ran for Miss Indian
World from April 22 through
April 27 in Albuquerque, New
Mexico. She competed in sev-
eral categories, including an
essay contest, one-on-one in-
terviews, a talent show, public
speaking and a dance competi-
tion.

Nevaquaya said
she’s always known about
Miss Indian World. She said
it took about a month to sub-
mit the application, and then
she began doing cultural les-
sons with Sam DeVenney and
Lloyd Heminokeky Jr. after
she was accepted.

“So, every Sunday,
they would come over to my
home, and we'd always talk
about a lot of our Comanche
customs and our history,” she
said. “So, it was very helpful
going into the competition just
to have a lot more knowledge
about our Comanche culture.”

Nevaquaya said her
days began around 7 a.m. and
ended at 11 p.m.

“It was very busy just
going through everything,”
she said. “But I got through it,
and it was very great.”

On April 25, the tal-
ent show was held at Kiva
Auditorium in downtown Al-
buquerque. Nevaquaya pre-
sented the Comanche Wom-
an’s Journey Song, which she
said is a forgotten tradition in
Comanche culture.

“The song was about
this woman and her man, and
she's seeing him off the night
before he goes off on a war
party. And she doesn't know
when he's going to come back
from it. So, she's going to stay
where she's at without moving
until he returns, no matter how
long it takes for him to return,”
she said. “So, that's what I
sang about in my talent show.
So, it was very great getting
to sing that because nobody's

heard this song. So...it was
exciting to do. And I hope ev-
erybody enjoyed it.”

The public speaking
contest occurred on, April 26,
at Stage 49, while the parade
was at Expo New Mexico.

The dance competi-
tion, held after the Gathering
of Nations’ grand entry, oc-
curred on, April 26, at Tingley
Coliseum at Expo New Mexi-
co.

“During the dance
competition, it was very ex-
citing because the atmosphere
was great in the arena and
there were so many people
watching us,” Nevaquaya
said. “So, it felt good to dance
in front of everybody and
showcase a buckskin dance
for everyone. So, I definitely
enjoyed it a lot.”

She said she enjoyed
the competition.

“I thought the entire
thing was great. Every day
I took one competition, you

know, just one by one, just
focused on what was happen-
ing that day,” Nevaquaya said.
“Like the personal interviews, I
just focused on the interviews.
And the next day, I focused
on the talent show. So, I just
took everything in one by one
as we went on throughout the
entire week.”

She said it’s been
years since Oklahoma was
represented in Miss Indian
World.

“The last time we've
had a Miss Indian World rep-
resenting Oklahoma was in
1996 by Crystal Pewo-Light-
foot. And she represents the
Apache tribe. And then the
only Comanche Miss Indian
World was Janet Saupitty, and
she represented in 1991,” Ne-
vaquaya said. “So, I wanted
to run and bring back that
title, this positive prestigious
title, back to southwest of
Oklahoma and regenerate our
pride and our culture and our

O ——

Michelle Nevaquaya participates

in a public speaking competition

on, April 26.

communities. And the sup-
port that, you know, the Co-
manches, our community, that
they've shown me throughout
everything, I wanted to show
that for all indigenous nations
across the United States and
Canada.”

She said she’s still
unsure if she’ll run again.

“I have a lot of time
to think about running again,’
Nevaquaya said. “Right now,
I think I'm going to settle and
just relax. And maybe I may
run again in the future.”

She wanted to thank
the community for its support
throughout her Miss Indian
World Competition.

“They gave me so
many loving, encouraging
words. And many of the Co-
manches, they followed me
out there to Albuquerque. So,
it was very special to see them
out there. And it felt like I was
back at home seeing them
there,” Nevaquaya said. “So, |

B

just want to thank a lot of our
Comanches for coming out to
Albuquerque and supporting
me. And a lot of our non-locals
Comanches, I'm very happy [
got to meet them because they
came up to me and they intro-
duced themselves to me. So, it
was great to see them come far
away just to come watch the
Miss Indian World pageant.”

And her overall
thoughts on the Miss Indian
World title...

“It was really excit-
ing to know that if I did win,
I would represent all nations,”
Nevaquaya said. “It's definite-
ly a huge deal, and it's a big
responsibility to take on, too.
And I was ready to do that as
well.”

Miss Indian World
was announced on April 27, at
Tingley Coliseum.

NUEKA TANUE

“LET'S DANCE!"

An exhibit exploring Comanche dance.

ON DISPLAY NOW THROUGH AUGUST 31, 2024

Comanche National Museum & Cultural Center
701 NW Ferris Avenue, Lawton, OK

g {
4 0 % COMANCHE
S 7 fr o o

Comanchemuseum.com
Monday - Friday 8 AM - 5 PM
Saturdays 10 AM - 2 PM
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RE-ELECT in2024

(D CROWE&DUNLEVY

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS AT LAW

TRIBAL ATTORNEY
& COUNSEL

Zane Anderson Mike McBride lli Randall Yates Logan Hibbs
(Potawatomie) Chair, Indian Law (Tlingit & Haida) (Choctaw)
& Gaming Practice

Vote Local: like Comanche Nation, Crowe & Dunlevy's roots
pre-date Oklahoma statehood

Vote for Peer Honors: Highest Ranked for Native American Law
gBand 1 Chambers & Partners), Best Lawyers in America and
uper Lawyers

Vote for Experience and credentials: More than 100 full-time,
Oklahoma licensed lawyers with demonstrated expertise in our
home Oklahoma offices

Proven history of success, victories and protection of
Comanche laws, businesses, language and culture since 2012

Secured access for Comanche citizens to sacred resting ground
of Comanche ancestors at Ft. Sill

Won an injunction against Oklahoma on Comanche Tribal
tobacco compact

*Past results afford no guarantee of future results. Every case is different and must be judged on its merits.

*Crowe & Dunlevy provides no input for Benchmark Litigation or Chambers and Partners methodology. View information about
the selection process online.

Runoff Voting

EI

IE
o
[i

'-'z;;-
i
A

Dates: T
J e 14_1 5 Scan the a:éga:t__c.;l._earn More

about our Team and Practice

Oklahoma City Tulsa Dallas Houston
405-235-7700 918-592-9800 214-420-2163 281-766-4607
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SOME|PLAYAWITHIUS!
THIS][SUMMER!

-_db B EdEd> ) (E 9P ) (E 4> ) (E 9 >

8. COMANCHE

CASINO

GRILLIN' &
CHILLIN’

EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY
JUNE 1-JUNE 29, 2024 :
RAWINGS EVERY 30 MINUTES TOWIN

7PM-10:30PM =$50-$500 COMANCHE CREDIT OR CASH!

DRAW'NGS EVERY —“GRAND PRIZE DRAWING
SUNDAY, JULY 28 ¢ 1IPM
30 MINUTES TO WIN 42024 BASS BUGGY. — 5
$100-$500 .. 16XLSELECT
£ -"‘":, o e COMANCHE CREDIT!
S RERETORE ™ 11PM DRAWING FOR

BLACKSTONE GRILL

With Accessories

A

& A2 ’ " RECEIVE 1 ENTRY
RECEIVE 1 ENTRY FOR v, : =" __ @ EOREVERY 25

EVERY 10 POINTS Y e s~ POINTS EARNED
EARNED 8AM-11PM g o S g™ 10AM-11PM

Comanche Rewards Club - Comanche Rewards CIub < Members may claim only 2 prizes per night. All members are

3 1 e ers e Eltim onprics per night. All members & ' e Me ‘ : ?
o5 EXCLU S I VE are eligible for the Grand Prize Drawing at 11PM. Photo/ EXCLUsl VE S = eligible for the Grand Prize Drawing at 11PM on July 28, 2024.
L s fm . § :

5 See Comanche Reward Club For Details. product image may differ from actual prize awarded 32 Gefranche Réward Club For Details: ; Photo/product image may differ from actual prize awarded.

S ; " e &ﬁ{ﬁ‘"’ 5o

@np 7//‘7/5 w/m

© JUNE 3-JULY.1, 2024
MONDAYS ° 10A|V| 11PM

L2 s e % he Rewards Clubs
Earii'200-Points ,
' TQRecetveYour G 13aT S ® EquUds!VE.

V7 S

T Cnma“cﬁe Rewards Club

ARN 100 POINTS TO PLAY MINI GOLF | ' B o EXCLUSIVE!
WIN $25‘$1 00 COMANCHE CREDITI SECQXmS]eLReEd%!yTDEEI: '\\ : { : . L : .. .".:'1' m SeeComanche.RewardcmbForDetalls J

K COMANCHE
FOUNDATION - . MIANCHE

‘,r“"“"*bo
g %‘ DER
< é’
o"”orwﬁ'\’

TUESDAYS-THURSDAYS
JUNE 4-JULY 25 EVERY SUNDAY!

NOON-10PM

Comanche Rewards Club Members
BRING IN BRAND NEW SCHOOL SUPPLIES . :
BROS U ORESUTTRECEIPT 0 RECEIVE who are Comanche .Trlbal Elders receive
UP TO $50 IN COMANCHE CREDIT! $20 Comanche Credit on your Comanche

et Rewards Cluo Rewards Card every Sunday.
S @ EXCLUSIVE! See Comanche Rewards Club for details.

4 See Comanche Reward Club For Details.

-_db B E db> B (E 9P e (E -adb> B (E 919 >

{ 7 COMANCHE NATION
L ENTERTAINMENT

ComancheNationEntertainment.com




Puhi Mua (June) 2024 9 The Comanche Nation News

2024 Comanche Nation Election Official Results

Continued from Page 4

Comanche Nation of Oklahoma — General Election 2024 - UNOFFICIAL RESULTS Comanche Nation of Oklahoma — General Election 2024 — UNOFFICIAL RESULTS
« | @ 2 x | 3 =
sla|¢g © s|alg ©
= © ©
S| E|ls|e g 9 S1E|13|8 £ 3
S18|S |5 2lel2|8|5]| 2 S18|8 |5 elelblelt] 2
\ i ® | T S5l s | = o = \ ) SO ] Sl1E1 8| = 2 -
> | > |2 e 3| 8| = g | 8 (o] S | s |2 c o | @ | x (O e O
i |k|lg|l<lOolOol2 |l F i ||kl |<lOojO|E|X| &
) YES| 122| 101] 135 29] 22| 115] 39| 25/ 373| 961| 78.84% P YES| 135| 105| 153| 30| 29| 126] 42| 27| 420] 1067| 86.96%
Transit NO | 26| 24| 52| 9| 14| 35| 10| 8| 80| 258| 21.16% ndian Child Welfare (ICW) NO | 13| 20| 34] 8| 6| 23] 6| 7| 43| 160| 13.04%

. iing Facilit YES| 116] 101} 149 32| 27| 116 42{ 24| 393| 1000| 81.77% Grandparents Raising YES| 126| 101} 151} 30| 26| 117| 43| 27| 399| 1020| 83.27%
Assisted Living Facility NO | 32| 25| 38| 6| 9| 34| 7| 9| 63| 223| 18.23% Grandchildren NO | 22| 24] 36| 8] 10| 31| 5| 7] 62| 205 16.73%
Early Childhood Development  |[YES| 123] 99] 151] 29] 28] 115] 41] 31] 408] 1025] 84.29% Hicher Education YES| 136] 114] 160] 31] 29[ 131] 42| 29[ 429] 1101] 89.66%
Center NO | 25| 26| 35| 8| 8| 35| 7| 2| 45| 191] 15.71% 9 u NO | 12| 12| 271 71 7| 17| 71 3| 35| 127| 10.34%

. . YES| 129| 105| 155 32| 29{ 126| 42| 29| 415| 1062 86.62% Home Improverment YES| 132| 114 154] 31| 32| 136 41| 31| 421} 1092] 89.00%
Comanche Nation Housing NO | 20 21| 32| 6| 7| 24| 7| 4| 43| 164] 13.38% P NO | 15| 12| 33| 7| 4| 13| 8| 2| 41| 135 11.00%
Budget-Community Education g YES| 134 104| 156| 28| 28] 123| 42| 27} 431| 1073| 87.59%
Burial Assictance YES| 743] 120] 70| 33| 34] 143] 46] 32] 449] 1170] 94.97% FAC-Womens Shelter NO | 14| 19| 31] 10| 8| 26] 7| 5| 32| 152] 12.41%
uriat Assistanct 0,
NO 5| o] 17] 4] 2] 6] 2] 2] 18] 62] 503% Iniurv Prevention YEs[ 123 90] 132] 26] 25] 104] 37] 25[ 368] 930| 76.54%
Gravel-Tinhorns for Tribal YES| 125] 99] 136] 20] 25] 118] 36| 28] 368] 964] 79.08% nury NO | 25| 34| 53| 12| 11] 42| 12| 7| 89] 285 23.46%
Driveways NO | 23] 27] 50] 10 10| 31] 13] S| 86| 255 20.92% Native American Graves YES] 119] 101] 139] 28] 30] 127] 41] 27] 411] 1023] 83.92%
Careqivers YES[ 131] 99| 151] 31] 28] 122] 43] 29] 422] 1056| 86.20% Protection/Repatriation NO | 29| 24| ae| 11| 6| 24| 7| 5| 47| 196| 16.08%
aregiv o
NO | 17] 26] 36] 7| 7| 27] 5| 4| 40| 169] 13.80% Now Patorars VES| 125] 0] 129] 30] 23] 104] 35] 27]360] 923] 76.72%
Family Enrichment (formerly YES| 121] 91| 142] 29| 22| 111 38| 22| 389] 965| 79.62% Y NO | 22| 34| 57| 8| 13| 40/ 12| 5| 89| 280| 23.28%
Child Care Subsidies) NO | 27| 34| 42| 9| 13| 37| 10| 11} 64] 247| 20.38% e NEST 17T sel 30l 50T 53 ioal 371 =3[ 3661 919] 75.08%
YES] 126] 95] 147] 29] 24] 119] 41] 26] 408] 1015] 83.26% utreach-An NO | 30| 37| 57| 8| 13| 45| 12| 9| 94| 305 24.92%
CHR/EMS/FIRE NO | 22| 31| 40| 9| 11| 30| 8| 6| 47] 204 16.74%
' Outreach-Dallas YES| 119] 86] 133] 27] 23] 105] 38] 24] 353] 908] 74.43%
o fty Center-Apach YES| 124] 96] 145] 33] 31] 116] 42| 29] 394] 1010] 82.45% utreach- NO | 28| 39| 54| 11| 13| 44] 9| 8| 106] 312| 25.57%
ommunity ", o,
NO | 23] 30| 42| 5| 5| 33| 7] 4| 66] 215] 17.55% CuteaOKG YES[ 718] 93] 138] 29] 25| 103] 41] 26] 373 946| 77.48%
c ity Center-Cache YES| 125] 98] 148] 29] 27] 130] 40] 30] 403] 1030] 84.08% NO | 29| 32| 49] 9| 11| 46] 7| 6| 86| 275| 22.52%
ommunity Lenter- o,
NO | 23] 28] 39| 9 8| 19| 8 3| 58] 195] 1592% T YES| 113] 83 131] 28] 20] 98] 37] 23] 328] 861] 71.51%
c v Center-Walters YES| 125] 99] 145] 30] 28] 118] 41] 31] 394] 1011] 82.33% 9 NO | 34| 41| 56| 9| 16| 50| 10| 9| 118] 343| 28.49%
ommunity Center-
NO | 23} 27| 42] 8] 8 31| 8 2| 68] 217 17.67% Social Services- Emergency  |VES| 142] 114] 164] 33| 32] 140] 43] 31] 424] 1123] 91.90%
Education Center YES| 132f 103| 147| 29{ 26| 119| 40| 29| 408{ 1033| 84.26% Assistance NO 6] 11| 23 5 3 9 4 2| 36 99| 8.10%
ucauon Lente
NO | 15[ 22| 39] 9] 9] 30| 9| 4] 56] 193] 15.74% Studont Servioes (KA12) VES| 141] 118] 164] 31] 31] 134] 44] 28] 422] 1113] 91.15%
Elder Center YES| 132] 108] 153| 32| 27| 129] 43| 28| 417| 1069| 87.19% NO 7 8| 23 7 5| 15 4 3| 36| 108| 8.85%
e
NO | 16] 18] 33] 6] 8| 19] 6] 5] 46] 157] 12.81% Tribal Historical Preservation  [YES| 119] 92| 135] 27] 23] 112] 37] 24 406] 975| 80.12%
Environmental Protection YES| 124| 103] 138| 28| 25| 117| 38} 30| 392| 995| 81.76% Program (THPO) NO 27| 33| 53| 11| 13} 36f 11 8/ 50| 242| 19.88%
Agency (EPA) NO 23| 21{ 47 10} 10] 32| 11 3| 65| 222! 18.24%
Page50f7 Page 6 of 7
Continued from Page 1
Comanche Nation of Oklahoma — General Election 2024 — UNOFFICIAL RESULTS . Ngmlnatlons to fill open l?lrector positions may be made by any person whos.e legal resi-
X > dence is within the Comanche Nation’s former reservation area or treaty area boundaries, or who
x | © = Yy
s § g o © o is the legal guardian of a child enrolled at Comanche Academy.
§ 8 § Ele |, E 2 2 2 All nominations must be on the nomination form attached to this notice and received by
o8l s|lele|leslEd e the President of the Board, Martie Woothtakewahbitty, via email at mwooth@comancheacademy.
SI>|TjclalalX Q o Y Y.
Yes 1“;’1 ”;6 1: 2 ‘go <§9 ﬁ 5 %7 %7 ;95 1;0 7 82.30% com or received by the School Leader, Dava Fratello, via hand delivery or email at dfratello@
. . . . 0 . . . .
Vocational Rehabilitation NO | 171 20 43l ol 7] 34| 11| Bl 81| 26| 17.70% comancheacademy.com no later than 11:59 p.m. on June 10. Any nominations received after this
YES[ 130] 106] 156] 31| 25| 124] 40| 27] 420 1059] 86.38% deadline will not l?e considered by Fh‘?Boarfi-
Youth Program NO | 18] 19 30| 8| 11| 26| 8| 5| 42| 167| 13.62% Nomination forms and criminal disclosure forms can be downloaded from the school
YES| 1241 95 1431 5a] 58l 119l 38| 26| 391 992 81.18% website or will be available in the school office.
revention & Recovery "oo, s . . . .
. o s .
P NO | 24| 30| 43] 11] 8] 30 10| 6] e8] 230| 18.82% To be eligible to serve as a Director, a Director Nominee must
Budget-KCA Budget L Be at least 18 years of age;
0, ] 3 .
KCA BUDGET 1/3 OF $300,000 YES| 107] 79[ 133] 27] 20] 107] 38] 26]357] 894 73.70@/o ° Haveahlgh.schoc')l degree (egmyalent), . . . '
NO | 40] 47| 50| 11| 16] 40| 11] 7| 97] 319] 26.30% . Have complied with any continuing education requirements imposed by the Board during

We, the undersigned election officials of the Comanche Nation of Oklahoma, do hereby certify the the Director Nominee’s prior term on the Board, if appllcable;

General Election held on Saturday, May 18, 2024. We further certify that said election was held in b Not be a current Comanche Academy school faculty/staff member;
accordance with the Election Ordinance of the Comanche Nation. ° Not be a member of the Comanche Business Committee (“CBC”);
° Not be disqualified from serving under Section I1I(B) of the Board’s Conflicts of Interest
Policy, adopted December 1, 2021; and
Independent Tabulator Election Official . Not have been convicted, pled guilty, or nolo contendere, or named in an outstanding

warrant for arrest, to a misdemeanor involving embezzlement or of a felony under the laws of this

state or of the United States or of any tribal nation.

*All Director nominees must be present at the Annual Meeting to be eligible for election to the

Board. Failure to attend the Annual Meeting will result in the automatic disqualification of the

absent Director Nominee. Prior to a vote to fill any open Director position, the Board shall provide

each Director Nominee with an opportunity to speak for no more than three (3) minutes.
Qualifications and Requirements for Board of Directors Nominees

To be eligible to serve as a Director, a Director Nominee must:

Election Official Election Official

Election Official

° Not be a current Comanche Academy school faculty/staff member;
° Not be a member of the Comanche Nation Business Committee (“CBC”);
° Not be disqualified from serving under Section I1I(B) of the Board’s Conflicts of Interest

Policy, adopted December 1, 2021;
202 4 El e cti on C al en d ar D at es ° Not have been convicted, pled guilty, or nolo contendere, or named in an outstanding
warrant for arrest, to a misdemeanor involving embezzlement or of a felony under the laws of this

state or of the United States or of any tribal nation.

Last day to request Absentee ° Agree and pledge in writing to complete twelve (12)'hours of 'mstructlon within fifteen
(15) months of election to the Board pursuant to 70 O.S. Section 5-110;

Ballo? for the Runoff ° Agree and pledge in writing to attend continuing education pursuant to 70 O.S. Section

Election 5-110.1

Early In-Person Voting RUN-OFF

(Runoff Election) Continued from Page 1
by a vote of 771 (63.04%) to 452 (36.96%).

All program budgets passed.

Early voting will take place 8 a.m. - 5 p.m. June 14 at the Comanche Nation Complex’s
. Comanche Code Talker Room and the Comanche Nation Education Center in Lawton, Okla.
Runoff Election Regular voting will take place 8 a.m.- 6 p.m. June 15 at the following voting sites:

Lawton Polling Site
Comanche Nation Complex Comanche Code Talker Conference Room, 584 NW Bingo Road, Lawton

Oklahoma City Polling Site
Comanche Nation Outreach Office — OKC Office, 8014 N Western Ave. Suite D, OKC

Apache Polling Site
y Comanche Nation — Apache Community Center, 309 Julia Mahseet Road, Apache
the Lawton Post Office Anadarko Polling Site
by 12:00 P.M. Comanche Nation Outreach Office — Anadarko Office, 602 W. Virginia, Anadarko

Cache Polling Site
Comanche Nation — Cahoma Community Center, 752 NW Quanah Rd., Cache

Election certification by ' . Walters Polling Site
Comanche Nation Community Center — Walters, 905 E. Missouri St., Walters
5:00 P.M., Tuesday

(3rd calendar day)

Absentee Ballots due at

2024 Comanche Nation Election Office




Puhi Mua (June) 2024

10

The Comanche Nation News

77r0ﬂ rams

Adult Education
Student of the Month
Debreona B.
Wehmeyer-Gibson

Courtesy Photo

Wehmeyer-Gibson

Debreona B. Weh-
meyer-Gibson was born in
Lawton, Okla., on August 21,
1994. Her parents are LaQuin-
ta and Eric Wehmeyer.

She grew up in Elgin, Okla.,
and graduated from Elgin
High School in 2013.

Wehmeyer-Gibson
began her career as a CNA in
2017 until July of 2022. She
took time off to take care of
my special needs baby.

Wehmeyer-Gibson
decided that with a strong sup-
port system in place, that it
is time to return to her career
path and enrolled into LTCNA
at Great Plains Technology
Center to reinstate her CNA
licensing.

Wehmeyer-Gibson’s
future plans include returning
to the workplace and continue
her education to become an
LPN in the future.

Higher Education
Student of the Month
Elias Proctor

Courtesy Photo

Proctor

Elias Proctor is a di-
rect descendant of Comanche
Principle Chief Ten Bears
through his great-grandmother
Patricia  Ticeahkie-Murrow
and mother Lena Proctor.

Proctor has a bach-
elor's degree in computer sci-
ence, and is currently pursuing
his master's degree in software
engineering at Penn State Uni-
versity.

Proctor is currently
work as a web applications
programmer in Harrisburg,
Pa., but his future plan is to
someday be a supervisor for
software development.

Proctor is incredibly
grateful for the support and
guidance provided by mom,
Lena Proctor, and his wife, Si-
jalu Paude.

Higher Education
Student of the Month
Jennifer Williams

Courtesy Photo
Williams

Jennifer Williams, a
proud member of the Coman-
che Nation and of Delaware
and Caddo descent. Williams’
mother is Sharon Conneyw-
erdy Logsdon and her grand-
father is Tyler Wahnee.

Williams is a Reg-
istered Nurse and is cur-
rently working to complete a
Master’s in Business with a
concentration in Healthcare
Information Systems at South-
eastern Oklahoma State Uni-
versity.

Williams is currently
working as a travel nurse, but
she plans to work in Nursing
Informatics to build software
that will improve patient safe-
ty, outcomes, and care.

Job Placement &
Training
Student of the Month
Ariana Mihesuah

Courtesy Photo

Mihesuah

Ariana Mihesuah
is currently in the process of
getting her second degree in
Graphic Design. Her first de-
gree is a Bachelors in Business
Administration with a focus in
Marketing.

Mihesuah has her
own Marketing Freelancing
business and is excited to be
expanding her knowledge and
offerings with Graphic De-
sign.

These degrees
wouldn't be possible without
her family and the Comanche
Nation for all their support
through both of her degree
programs!

Child Support Services Announces Court Dates

In the Comanche Nation Tribal Court
*  Brayden Halberg: CNCSP-22-35; Application for Indirect

Contempt

Under Title 3 of the Comanche Nation Child Support
Codes Rule 4 (E (3) allows for service by publication in instanc-
es where the location of the subject is unknown, or when the
subject of service has been unable to be served by traditional
means. The CNCSP is needing the above name(s) to be placed in
our upcoming Comanche Nation Newspaper.

Please take note that all Comanche Nation Tribal Court
child hearings will be conducted in person.

Please take note that all Court of Indian Offenses Child
Support hearings will be conducted in person.

Courtesy photo

COMANCHE ACADEMY MOTHER’S DAY CELEBRATION. On May 10, the Comanche Academy Charter School
held a “Muffin with a Loved One” in honor of Mother’s Day. The Comanche Academy Charter School hosted this event
to thank and celebrate the families of the children and while it was to celebrate Mother’s Day they also wanted to be

inclusive to the community for all their learners.

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Oklahoma's
community specialists are headed to the
Lawton Indian Hospital, ready to help take
the confusion out of health insurance.

Join us for Insurance 101 or Medicare
101 and prepare to have all your
questions answered. No registration
necessary.

SCHOOL
IS IN
SESSION

Health Insurance 101 Medicare 101

One-on-one assistance will be available
after each event until 3 p.m.

BlueNearYouOK.com - 1-888-346-9636
Location: Lawton Indian Hospital
Main Conference Room

’ AS SUMMER STARTS, GIVE WITH YOUR WHOLE HEART.
Qg 3 BECOME A FOSTER PARENT

The Comanche
Nation News

TCNNPIO

comanchenationpio

The Comanche Nation Tribal Historic Preservation Office (THPO)
& The Comanche Nation Elders Council
is hosting A Prayer Vigil in Observation of the

National Day of Prayer for

Sacred Site Protection

Thursday, June 20, 2024 at Sunrise at the
Medicine Bluff (Northside), Fort Sill, OK

h-.!lﬂuil.'...

‘“m«s 28

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION

Lere
e
FRIDAY, JUNE 14TH, 2024

CAMERON UNIVERSITY * MCCASLAND BALLROOM
6:30-8:30
PLEASE RSVP

580.956.4453

&wk % Out ...

FACEBOOK
@suster ys enamgans?ﬂzi

FIONA KERCHEE
CAMEILLE WETSELLINE
VYLET STONECALF

T

BEADS | RHINESTONES | BANDING
| CUSTOM BEQ%V;:’EORRHEI BEADING KITS
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Comanche Little Ponies
Annual Mother’s Day Celebration

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff  New member were inducted into the Comanche Little Ponies Society during their Annual Mother’s Day pow-

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff
Tribal elder Gaylon Motah was
honored during the Gourd Dance
portion of the Comanche Little
Ponies Mother’s Day Celebration.
Motah composed the Mother’s Day
song, which he gave to the Coman-
che Little Ponies organization.

Comanche Little Ponies princess

wow held at the Great Plains Coliseum Annex Building. This year’s new members are as follows: Anthony

Garrison Yellowfish retains her ti-
tle for another term as the Coman-
che Little Ponies princess.

Frazier, Bruner Cable, Ashley Kerchee, Brantley Kerchee, Joshua DeBartolo, JW Marshall and Kaleb Roberts;
also Jolene Schonchin, Rochelle Redbone Arebalo and Julie Rivas.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

A special Women’s Cloth contest in
honor of Joyce Nevaquaya Harris
put on by her family, was held at
the Comanche Little Ponies Moth-
er’s Day Celebration.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff
Graduates from Elgin High School were honored after their Conmmence-
ment Ceremony during the Comanche Little Ponies Annual Mother’s
Day pow-wow.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Members of the Tahmakera Family and long time members of the Co-
manche Little Ponies Organization during the gourd dance portion of the
Comanche Little Ponies Mother’s Day Celebration.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff
Comanche Nation Princess, Bluesky Tosee, dancing with her grandmoth-
er and great-grandmother during the Mother’s Day song honoring all
mothers at the Comanche Little Ponies Mother’s Day Celebration.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff
U.S. Navy woman Kaylene Ne-
vaquya home on leave being hon-
ored for her service in the United
States Navy.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

While attending the Comanche Little Ponies Annual Mother’s Day Cel-
ebration the family of JoNeda Sage dance with their mother during the
Mother’s Day song.

@‘ — David Wahkinney Sr.
Contemporary & Native American Art
> ' \\)/%%
somg ot the Comanche Little Ponics Aunusl Mother's Day Celebration. Y Y mysticnative@email com (580) 917-2201
RN ‘J




Puhi Mua (June) 2024

12

The Comanche Nation News

Culinary Corner/ Fun Page

JUNE 2024

Tuscan Chicken Skillet

Ingredients

Sun Mon Tue

Wed Tha

Fri

Sat

» Kosher salt and freshly

ground black pepper

* 12 Ounces of fettuccine

* 4 Slices of chopped bacon

* 1 Pound of chicken tenders
cut into 1-inch pieces

1 Frederick’
1t Day

Frealerick4
2nd Day

Walters °
2nd Day

Walters
st Day

* 2 Garlic cloves, minced

* 4 Plum tomatoes, chopped
* 1 Cup of heavy cream

* 5 Ounces of baby spinach
* % Cup of grated Parmesan

Cache '
2nd Day

Cache
ord Day

Lawton v
st Day

Cache
4th Day

* 3 Tablespoons of chopped

15 fresh basil

Directions

16

17
Lawton
2nd Day

1
Lawton
Srd Day

8

20
Lawton
4th Day

19
CLOSED

Juneteenth

1

2
Lawton
5th Day

1. Bring a large pot of salted
water to boil

2. Meanwhile, put the bacon in
a large, cold skillet, then cook
over medium-high heat, stir-

22

i\Aal<e~Up24
Day

|\/I51!<6~Upz5
Day

27

Make—Up26

[nventory
Day

28

Inventory

ring occasionally, until crispy,
about 8 minutes; transfer to a
plate with a slotted spoon.

3. Sprinkle the chicken lightly
with salt and pepper and add
to the skillet in a single layer.

29

30

Let cook, undisturbed, until
golden brown on the under-
side, 2 to 3 minutes. Continue
to cook, stirring occasionally,
until cooked through, about 4
minutes more. Transfer to the
plate with the bacon.

4. Reduce the heat to medium

Colors

CROSSWORD PUZZLE

\, ! / \, ! /
@Weather@
ooooo 00000

Unscramble these Comanche Jumbles to
form words related to the theme above.

€ Comanche &)

and add the garlic, stirring, un-
til fragrant, about 30 seconds.
Add the spinach and stir until
just wilted. Add the bacon,
chicken, fettuccine, and Par-

EKAPITY PUHIPITY

OHAPITY TUHUPITY

ESIPITY TOSAPITY

WORD BANK
EBIPITY

OTUPITY

TOSAPEKAPITY

mesan and toss with tongs un-
1 Across: Down #1[GENGT til well coated; season to taste
V] 5. red 1. blue NJGE[T]] with salt and pepper. Sprinkle
6. green 2. purple with basil and serve.
o 9. black 3. yellow #2[AIBKAT . .
. 10. grey 4. orange TIATKTA B@ emon 'asagna
11. white 7. brown Ingredients
8. pink #3| TKOYMAETBO For crust
5 TIOM[O]YAIKIE[T [& * 1 Package of lemon Oreos or
Golden Oreos
#4|BHTHIR + 6 Tbsp. of unsalted butter
RCIONLE melted
Filling
#5|MABAGR * 1 Cup of powdered sugar
v g[MA[A[R[B) + 1 Package of cream cheese
; Arrange the circled letters to form the mystery softened
9 #6 [OHBAIPO answer, as suggested by the caption in the cartoon. % Cup o f unsalted softened
[P]ATHIoJo]B]1 MYSTERY ANSWER butter
ooV YV Vay N * 1 Tub of whipped topping
#7 [IKSTBWATHYEAK ﬂ@@ﬂﬂ e 2 Boxes of lemon instant
ERAKWT SO TS pudding
* 3 Cups of milk
WORD BANK
m s ool BRUNTE  NYETI  PAKHNAIPY * Lemon slices for gamish
glT[S[e?[I]T[Y (HOT)  (WIND)  (FOG)
YTSHTY TAKABI  TOMOYAKETY Directions
#9|APAKNGPYI (COLD)  (SNOW)  (THUNDER) 1. Crush Oreos in a food pro-
UMAARE  PAHOOBI EKAKWITSUBAITY
PIAIK[EINIA]I|P[g il L cessor to a very fine texture.

Place crushed Oreos in a large

EKA?OHAPITY

EKA?EBIPITY

Find and circle all the objects you find.

AT O
Gomia
@Q

6] 900 Y«

H0 o0 @O 40
00 ~0O €0 %0

letsdopuzzles.com - for persanal use only

We want to see what you are cooking! Send a picture of any
of the recipes you try on the “culinary corner” page, and it
will be in an issue of TCNN, and TCNN will mail you a gift
of thanks. Email your name, picture, and which recipe you
used to Heaven.Williams@Comanchenation.com.

resealable plastic bag and add
melted butter. Shake to mix
until well combined.

2. Press buttered crumbs into
the bottom of a 9x13-inch bak-
ing dish, making sure to cover
the entire bottom.

3. Mix powdered sugar, cream
cheese, butter and half of the
whipped topping in a medium
bowl with a hand mixer. Blend
well and pour over the crust.
4. In another bowl, combine
instant pudding and milk.
Whisk tighter until the pud-
ding thickens, then pour over
the cream cheese layer. Re-
frigerate for a least 5 minutes.
5. Top off with the remaining
whipped topping and refriger-
ate for at least 1 hour before
serving. Add lemon slices for
garnish.

————( Father's Day Word Search )———
MGI CMCV JOKESUAIZIAHLC
OONARSPROTECTORILPK
PLSRVITRBSMWCSMARTIY
TFPSDELFFOOTSBALTLSM
OwWl!l!/ ADRBELTAKEBUMFRF
OFRFUNPROVIDERTIZILI UU
LLAAHUGRANDT FEFATHERN
SOTTAHREYDECWIJPGXN
L VI HTDEWALILET®BFF JY
CEOEELCRPQTSTRONGT
L SNRSYHI OLEADTERWUDO
PJNOYQDCQWWRTWS UIW

Find the following words in the puzzle.

Words are hidden 3 )y and N .
GRANDFATHER LEADER HERO
INSPIRATION WALLET LOVE
PROTECTOR TOOLS GOLF
FOOTBALL JOKES CARS
PROVIDER FUNNY BELT
FATHER STERN HAT
STRONG SMART

WE ARE HIRING!
ALL SHIFTS!
Chisolm Corner
Apache, Okla.
OK-8 #7938
580-588-2070
indeed.com
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Numn Tureture Early Childhood Development Center Building Blessing

By Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

On April 26, the Early
Childhood Development Center
(ECDC) held a blessing for its child-
care classrooms and offices. Depend-
ing on licensing, they will open by
June or sooner.

ECDC Director, Desiree
DeVine said the day began with a
prayer. Comanche Nation Princess
Bluesky Tosee and Jr. Princess Ar-
lene Schonchin signed the Lord’s
Prayer, and the Comanche Academy
Brave and Princess sang songs.

“It was great,” she said.
“The project is a multi-year project
that was funded by the CCDF grant,
which is the Child Development
Fund Grant, that we get from the
government. And so, it was a multi-
year project. And it was just finally;
it was like a breath of fresh air the
day that we had the blessing because
it was like, everyone's going to get
to see what's been going...on in this
building, how the teachers have pre-
pared the classrooms.”

DeVine said the blessing
was important to honor the cultural
ways, and anyone who wanted to be
cedared or blessed could do so by
Gene Sovo.

She said the licensing pro-
cess with the Department of Human
Services began in the second week
of May and is underway for a grand
opening. DeVine said the process can
take up to 30 days.

“It doesn't mean it's going
to take 30 days, but it takes up to 30
days for them to process our appli-
cation and give us a permit,” DeVine
said. “We will initially open under
a permit. And then once our time-
frames are over with our permit, then
we'll get an official license from the
state to be a facility.”

She said they aim to be a
5-star, the top star they can receive,
mainly because the kids will be learn-
ing while they are at the childcare.

For those who need more
information can call (580) 699-8808.

By Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Comanche Nation Tribal
Historic Preservation Office and
Medical Center coordinated the Na-
tional Day of Prayer on May 2, at
Watchetaker Hall.

This is the first year the
Comanche Nation has gathered for
National Day of Prayer, which, ac-
cording to Comanche Nation Tribal
Historic Preservation Officer Martina
Minthorn, Congress approved the
first Thursday in May to be recog-
nized for National Day of Prayer.

“We are going to be gather-
ing just to be able to come together,
pray and meditate, and just pray for
our country, pray for one another,
pray for our leaders, pray for our en-
vironment,” she said. “Our people
were always praying people. We
knew about the Ahpu before we had
Christianity, and so we were always
thankful and we prayed. Prayed for
our food, prayed for one another,
looked out for one another, we’re
good to one another.”

Historic Preservation usu-
ally hosts the National Prayer for Sa-
cred Site Protection.

“That's kind of why we were
invited to help participate this year
because of our participation in prayer
and with our hymn-singing events
that we have,” Minthorn said. “And
so, we're just thankful to be able to
bring everybody together and unite
on this specific day. Across the coun-
try, churches, different places are hav-
ing vigils for this event today.”

She said they re thankful the
youth joined the event.

Comanche Nation Princess
Bluesky Tosee and Jr. Princess Arlene
Schonchin signed the Lord’s Prayer.
Schonchin also signed “Amazing
Grace.”

A

‘

A

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Children from the Onaa Kahni Daycare sing Comanche Hymns at the April 26 Early Childhood Development
Center Blessing Ceremony in Lawton, Okla.

4 \
L .1 Nl

Comanche Nation Princess, Bluesky Tosee, and Comanche Nation Jr. Princess, Arlene Schonchin, signs” The

Lord’s Prayer,” April 26 at the Comanche Early Childhood Development Center Blessing Ceremony in Lawton,

Okla.

Songs and Prayers
The May 2 National Day of Prayer brings Churches and youth together

¥

Early Childhood Development Di-
rector, Carolyn Codopony, speaks
about the history of the Early
Childhood Development Center
and the journey to have the new
building built.

Comanche Academy Brave, Tomi
Hawk Portillo and Princess, Daph-
ne Tanequodle, sing a Comanche
Hymn at the Daycare Blessing.

e —SmemeS SEvASEE S—— s Sy st

o

May 2, at the Comanche Nation Day of Prayer.

The Comanche Charter School students Cayden Travis, Tomi Hawk Por-
tillo, Daphne Tanequodle, and Eli Laurenzana sing Comanche hymns

Ll

Tina Baker offers a word from
scripture at the May 2, National
Day of Prayer at Watchetaker Hall.

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff
Youth from the IAMNDN, along with the Comanche Nation Princess, Bluesky Tosee, Right, and the Jr. Comanche Nation Princess, Arlene Schonchin,
left, sing a set of Comanche Hymns May 2 at the Comanche Nation National Day of Prayer, which took place at Watchetaker Hall, Comanche Nation
Complex.

Lloyd Heminokeky Jr. talks
about the importance of prayer in
everyday life at the National Day
of Prayer.
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2024 Comanche Nation Graduates

Editor’s note: The following photos were submitted by the Comanche Nation Higher Education Office and the Comanche Nation Youth Program. For more information call: (580) 492-
3367 or (580) 492-3288.
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Abbott Aiyana
Adolph Elijah
Aguayo Alejandro
Aitson Dezmon
Alvarado Ariane
Andreyk Dakota
Anquoe Nolan
Arranaga Mariah
Benally Ian
Benally Jacqueline
Big Bow Riley
Birdshead Kaia

Bisbee Timothy Crawford Logan Hardin Alivia Langford Kelly Oliver Cotton Ponder Dakota Tahsequah Leann
Blackstar Madelyn Dankowski Dawson Haumpy Keaton LeGrand Jalen Olivero Christian Pruitt Savanna Tanequodle Kalia
Blaine Sydney Danny Samantha Haumpy Christian Leveille Jonathan Ortiz  Tallulah Raasch Hunter Tate Madison

Bradley Alice Daukei Nicholas Hearrell Kiley Leveille Dominic Paddyaker Michael Raines Jacob Taylor Valerie

Burgess Trentin Defoe Kaylie Helmen Marissa Leveille Joshua Pagan-Stavinoha Macy  Ramirez Diego Terry Mecedez
Burgess Weyakoroo Denney Tru Herrera Mason Lewis Jaylen Pahdocony Keilah Ramirez Jaylen Tooahimpah-Tate Mad-
Burgess-Kadayso Jolie Dennis Abbiegail Hill Amos Locklear Gabriel Parker Karliey Rhynes Jhett ison

Cable Ruben Deschaine Draven Holsted Tanner Lorentz Nicholas Parker Brayden Robles Elizabeth Troger Cicely
Callahan Caleb Dorcas Kaiya Iron Otto Lowe Annjaleah Parker-Fields Hayla Rocha Jennie Truman Halley
Campbell Andrea Dunn Jacob Isaac Anna Luna Skyla Patten Carson Rosette Kimora Turner Dylan
Campos-Lee Aaliyah Edwards Skyler Jackson Janelle Mahan Shona Payne James Sanchez Aleya Uddin Ricky
Campos-McFadden An- Ellis Drake Jacobs Ja'Kayla Mahsetky Cambree Pebeahsy Alexander Santiago Jalecia VasquezElias

drea Emhoolah Lauren Jarrett Kiaira Martin Nevaiah Pekah Marcus Sapcut Jaylynn Ware Braven
Chasenah Jermaine Eschiti Lena JohnsonNicholas Martinez Emily Pennah Derion Sapcutt Hayden Waterdown Matthew
Chavarria Lea Foster Maddux Justice Aubrey Mathews O'Shea Pequeno Taegan Saupitty Shae'tiel Waysepappy Casey
Chibitty Tehi Francois Jakob Kassanavoid Jayden McClung Jacob Peshlakai Amaya Schickedanz Dakota Weahkee Jones Orion
Choney Landon French Allisyn Kaudle-Kaule Tayah McCracken Kayla Pewewardy Hashitomi Shea Jakob West Raeleigh
Chrismon Alexis Fulnecky Abigail Kellet Keeli Mejia Jackson Pewewardy Farleigh Sheffield Chloe Wilcox Kaylen
Churchill Roslyn Garrett Hunter Kemp Ethan Mihecoby Tiana Pewo Dekayla Simental Mari Williams Kristan
Clark Alexa Gibson Maurissa Ketchum Jade Miller Adam Phillips Joshua Smith Noah Williams Jalen
Coleman Kyree Gibson Donavin Kihega Carley Mindiola Morgan Pipestem Logan Southerland Ian Wockmetooah Nicholas
Collins Noah Gibson Jaymeelynn Koassechony Mariah Moore Yanez Poafpybitty Anah Oke- Sovo Peydan Woodward Kylie
Collins Journey Glenn Isabel Komahcheet Shawn Moore Donnie mah Stanley Stella Woothtakewahbitty
Condren Vince Gonzalez Samuel Komesetaddle Christy Morales Gaven Poahway Margaret Stillwell-Smith Saphyre

Connywerdy Trenton Gooday Mariah Komesetaddle Mary Munoz Alina Poahway Savannah Kare'lina Work Brianna
Cook Brenton Goombi Hayden Kosechequetah Darrell Neel Samara Poemoceah Devin Stinson Bailee Worrie Antonio
Cox Benjamin Gray Ayriana Kosechequetah Mark Nelson Erin Pohawpatchoko Aiyana Stinson Kailee

Crane Parker Han Anthony Koweno Kirsten Nesbitt Isis Pohawpatchoko Aliyah  Suina Rylei
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CACHE CAHOMA BUILDING JUNE 24-27 <" WALTERS COMMUNITY CENTER JULY 8-11
APACHE COMMUNITY BUILDING JULY 15-18 - DSL EDUCATION CENTER JULY 22-25

WATCHETAKER HALL JULY 29 - AUGUST T

»

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT YOUTH SERUICES AT (580) 492-3280
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Annual Sovereignty
Symposium

Courtesy photo

The Sovereignty Sympo-
sium is an international event held for
the past 36 years in Oklahoma to pro-
vide a forum in which ideas concern-
ing common legal issues among those
in the legal professions, federal and
state officials, and the state’s Native
American tribes can be exchanged in
a scholarly, non-adversarial environ-
ment. It was originally established by
the Oklahoma Supreme Court and
is now transferred fully to Oklaho-
ma City University (OCU) and our
School of Law.

The move to OCU came
about because of the institution’s
long history within its School of Law
of teaching and working in Oklaho-
ma’s Native American tribal commu-
nity. OCU law houses the American
Indian Law and Sovereignty Center
as well as the American Indian Wills
Clinic. They are also currently work-
ing with many tribes on a new sov-
ereignty institute as well as language
revitalization efforts and technology
in schools, both in conjunction with
Apple.

This year’s symposium will
take place June 11-12, at the Skirvin
Hilton Hotel in downtown Oklahoma
City. Titled “A New Beginning,”
the keynote speaker will be Geof-
frey Standing Bear, principal chief of
the Osage Nation. We also are look-
ing forward to Southern Nation and
their featured guest, the Osage Tribal
Singers, who performed at the Os-
cars, playing at this year’s Opening
Ceremony on June 11 at 1:15 p.m.

For more information or
to register to attend, please go to
thesovereigntysymposium.com.

Nurses Week at the Lawton
Indian Hospital

Courtesy photo

The Lawton Indian Hos-
pital celebrated National Nurses
Week from May 6 through the 12.
The week-long celebration was full
of coffee, donuts, and Redbone Ta-
cos. They held different activities for
the nurses that included a duck hunt,
ribbon skirt day, round dance, and
a corn hole tournament. The nurses
would like to thank Martin Flores and
Crystal Rodriguez for setting up the
teepee to recognize Nurses Week and
also thank you to the Indian Hospi-
tal for celebrating the nurses for their
hard work and dedication.

& %‘ﬁinﬂy Wﬂpp ening

Head Little Boy Dancer

= :
Courtesy photo

Hernandez

On April 27, Indiahoma
School had a Pow Wow for the Na-
tive American Club where they
asked Felix (Bird) Hernandez to be
the head little boy dancer of the Pow
Wow. Hernandez was extremely
grateful and honored for the oppor-
tunity to represent his family and his
culture.

Courtesy photo

Wilson Receives Grant to Further Singing Career
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Photo by Tyler Schmitt at the Mill Photography Stu-
dio

Wilson
Nevacha Wilson is a
Comanche Nation Tribal Mem-
ber and is currently a ninth-
grader  from  Keene  Texas.

Wilson was recently award-
ed a prestigious distinction from the
state of Texas in April. The Texas
Commission on the Arts Commis-
sioners partnered with the Texas Cul-
tural Trust and announced Nevaeha
Wilson as a member of the 2024-
2025 class of Texas young masters.

Young Masters is a highly
competitive grant program that pro-
vides exemplary art students in grades
8 through 11 with the financial help
they need to pursue advanced study in
their chosen art form before college.

The 2024-2025 class of
15 Young Masters will be award-
ed grants of $5,000 per year for
two years, to further their stud-
ies in their chosen arts disciplines.

OnApril 16, the Texas Young
Masters gathered at the state capitol
in Austin for an orientation followed

that evening by an eloquent awards
ceremony to recognize these individ-
ual artists and this accomplishment.
The emcee for the event was Ray
Benson from Asleep at The Wheel,
and the audience enjoyed spoken,
dance, and beautiful instrumental en-
tertainment throughout the evening.
Wilson was truly honored
to have participated in this ceremo-
ny and to receive this recognition
to advance her talents as a vocalist.
She has been singing since she could
speak, and performing since she was
3 years old. She’s performed at local,
national, and televised events as a
soloist and musical theatre perform-
er and is passionate about all things
music, singing a wide range of musi-
cal styles, playing numerous instru-
ments, and is currently studying vo-
cal performance under Tabitha Ibarra.
Wilson has been privileged
to share the stage as a soloist amongst
gospel, opera, and Broadway profes-
sionals. Most recently, she was a
featured soloist at SWAU’s music
festival at the Morton Meyerson Sym-
phony Center in Dallas and has had
the honor to sing our nation’s anthem
at numerous events and venues, in-
cluding the American Airline Center.
Wilson plans to attend the
iTheatrics Summer Academy in New
York as well as the TUTS All-State
Musical program in Houston this
summer. Also, Wilson is at the top of
her grade level in academics, serves
as the class president, and partici-
pates as a member of the volleyball
and basketball teams. She is incred-
ibly humbled and grateful to be rep-
resenting the Comanche Tribe as a
2024-2025 Texas Young Master.

out of health insurance.

necessary.

Blue Cross Blue Shield Event at the IHS

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Oklahoma’s community specialists
are headed to the Lawton Indian Hospital, ready to help take the confusion

Join Blue Cross and Blue Shield for Insurance 101 or Medicare
101 and prepare to have all your questions answered. No registration is

COMANCHE NATION PROVIDES SCHOOL WITH BRAND
NEW PARKING LOT. Cyril Elementary School shares a big
‘thank you,’ to the Comanche Nation for donating their new park-
ing lot. They said it has made their chalk competitions a lot safer,
they can keep an eye on everyone, no one runs into the road,
and they can all have fun asahuge group.

Health Insurance 101 will be on Tuesday, July 9 from 10 to 11
a.m. and Medicare 101 will be on Tuesday, July 23 from 10 to 11 a.m.
One-on-one assistance will be available after each event until 3
p-m. BlueNearYouOK.com
1(888) 346-9636
Location: Lawton Indian Hospital in the Main Conference Room

Comanche Indian Veterans Association Honors Veterans on Armed Forces Day;
Crowns New Princess

Storyny Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

On May 18, the Comanche
Indian Veterans Association (CIVA)
held an Armed Forces Day banquet at
Watchetaker Hall for veterans.

Three veterans were recog-
nized at the banquet, including Spe-
cialist 4th class Michelle Bobelu and
Earnest Tate Jr. and Mineman Senior
Chief Petty Officer Donald Peterson.

Comanche Nation Jr. Prin-
cess, and former CIVA Princess, Ar-
lene Schonchin also crowned the
new CIVA Princess Clara Tee-Ohms
Yazzie.

Comanche Nation Chairman
Mark Woommavovah was the key-
note speaker and was also honored
for his work in the military.

CIVA Commander Roger
Tehauno said Armed Forces Day is
important for active duty members
and to remember them.

“My dad was a veteran, and
he was, you know, active duty, heard
a lot of things about what he did,”
he said. “But you look at today, you
know, and remember what my dad
said about these soldiers are the ones
that keep us free. You know, they
go over there, they don't fight in our
country, they fight in other countries
to keep all that, you know, tyranny
and evil out of our country.”

Tehauno said the day also
recognizes those currently overseas.

“We have a member whose
name is Kent, or he's a Major Kent
Tomah. He's on duty overseas in the
war zone over there, and we can, we
worried about him, you know, and
think about him,” he said. “And that's

Being honored at the 2024 CIVA Armed Forced Day Banquet were Don Patterson - U.S. Navy Veteran, Earnest
Tate Jr. - U.S. Army Veteran and Michelle Bobelu - US Army Veteran. The banquet took place May 18, at the

Comanche Nation Complex’s Watchetaker Hall.

“They've already been
through it, you know; they know
what it means and what it feels like,
you know, being away from home,

one of the main reasons of doing, you
know, the Armed Forces Day.”

But the day is also to honor
the ones who have served.

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

The former CIVA Princess, Arlene
Schonchin, crowns the incoming
CIVA Princess, Clara Yazzie, and
places her banner during the May
18 CIVA Armed Forces Day Ban-
quet.

loneliness, you know, protecting our
country,” Tehauno said.
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Submitted by Kevin Pohawpatchoko/CIVA

CIVA Activities

Funeral Detail

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Auxiliary member Frannie
“Fran” Red Elk

A Funeral and Honor Detail
was requested by the Red Elk Fam-
ily for Frannie “Fran” Red Elk. A
Memorial Service was conducted at
the Becker-Rabon Funeral Home in
Lawton, Oklahoma on April 16.

Red Elk was the wife of the
late George Red Elk as she was a
member of the CIVA Auxiliary. She
dedicated herself by making wreaths
for our Comanche Veterans for their
funeral services.

The Funeral and Honor
Guard Details consisted of Veterans
and Auxiliary members. CIVA Auxil-
iary member Linda Tehauno offered a
word of prayer and shared Red Elk’s
dedication to the CIVA Auxiliary.

Color Guard Detail

On April 27, CIVA Veterans
and Auxiliary served as Color Guards
during grand entry at the Indiahoma
Native American Club Powwow held
at the Indiahoma High School Gym.

Courtesy Photo
CIVA Veterans Stefano Ruiz, John
McClung, Frankie Patterson, Do-
monic Pawlowski and Roger Te-
hauno presenting the colors.

CIVA Monthly Meeting

On May 2, CIVA held
its monthly meeting in the Patriot
Room. A call to order was conducted
by CIVA Commander Roger Tehau-
no. A prayer was given by CIVA Co-
Chaplain Ramonah Davis followed
by a Pledge of Allegiance lead by
the CIVA Princess in Waiting, Clara
Tee-Ohms Yazzie. The evening meal
was provided by CIVA Auxiliary
members, Linda Tehauno and Betty
Tippeconnie. CIVA Officer’s and
Veterans conducted their monthly
meeting as old and new business was
presented and discussed.

Courtesy Photo
Birthday recognitions to John Mc-

Clung, Linda Tehauno, Ramonah
Davis and Betty Tippeconnie.

Benefit Bingo

On May 3, the CIVA France
Delegation held a Benefit Bingo at
the Lawton’s Farmers Market. There
was a good crowd as this event was
a great success. All the prizes, cake
walks were won and everyone in at-
tendance had a great time.

The CIVA France Delega-
tion would like to thank everyone
who came out for your support.
Money that was raised is for helping
with the offset of the cost to attend
the 80 D-DAY Anniversary to honor
Comanche Code Talkers on Omaha
Beach and WWII Veterans.

Y News

Courtesy Photo
Young and old enjoyed their eve-
ning while playing bingo.

CIVA Veteran Honored

The Kiowa War Mother’s
Chapter 18 held their Mother’s Day
Annual Dance on May 12, at the
Kiowa Community Building in Carn-
egie, Oklahoma.

CIVA Veteran, Ramonah
Davis served as the Honored Veteran
during their annual event.

Courtesy Photo
Pictured are Mark Davis wishing
his mother Ramonah Davis, “Hap-
py Mother’s Day.”

CIVA France Delegation

CIVA France Delegation
have been having fund raising events
to help with airfare, lodging, and
transportation expenses for it’s del-
egation to attend the 80th WWII D-
Day Anniversary on June 6, in Nor-
mandy France.

The CIVA France Delega-
tion will be representing and honor-
ing WWII Comanche Code Talkers
who landed on Utah Beach during the
Normandy Invasion on June 6, 1944.

The Comanche Code Talk-
ers transmitted coded messages in
the Comanche language while under
hostile enemy fire. In 2013, the Co-
manche Code Talkers received the
Congressional Gold Medal from the
President of the United States at the
U.S. State Capital. The Comanche
Code Talkers were credited in saving
the lives of thousands of U.S. and Al-
lied military personnel.

Your support and contribu-
tions mean so much, to help honor
and represent the Comanche Code
Talkers and the contributions they
made during the WWII Normandy
Invasion.

CIVA 48th Annual Memorial

The Comanche Indian Vet-
erans hosted their 48th Memorial
Day Ceremonies at 11 a.m., on May
27, at Watchetaker Hall, Circle of
Honor and the CIVA Court of Honor.
They remembered our Fallen War-
riors during this sacred Ceremony.
Memorial Day (original-
ly known as Decoration Day) is a
federal holiday in the United States
for honoring and mourning the U.S.
military personnel who died while
serving in the United States Armed
Forces. From 1868 to 1970, it was
observed on May 30 Since 1971, it is
observed on the last Monday of May.
Many people visit cemeter-

ies and memorials on Memorial Day
to honor and mourn those who died
while serving in the U.S. military.
Many volunteers place American
flags on the graves of military person-
nel in national cemeteries. Memorial
Day is also considered the unofficial
beginning of summer.

The first national obser-
vance of Memorial Day occurred
on May 30, 1868. Then known as
Decoration Day, the holiday was
proclaimed by Commander in Chief
John A. Logan of the Grand Army of
the Republic to honor the Union sol-
diers who had died in the Civil War.
This national observance was pre-
ceded by many local ones between
the end of the Civil War and Logan's
declaration. Many cities and people
have claimed to be the first to observe
it. However, the National Cemetery
Administration, a division of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, credits
Mary Ann Williams with originating
the "idea of strewing the graves of
Civil War soldiers—Union and Con-
federate" with flowers.

Official recognition as a
holiday spread among the states, be-
ginning with New York in 1873. By
1890, every Union state had adopted
it. The world wars turned it into a day
of remembrance for all members of
the U.S. military who fought and died
in service. In 1971, Congress stan-
dardized the holiday as "Memorial
Day" and changed its observance to
the last Monday in May.

Two other days celebrate
those who have served or are serving
in the U.S. military: Armed Forces
Day (which is earlier in May), an
unofficial U.S. holiday for honoring
those currently serving in the armed
forces, and Veterans Day (on No-
vember 11), which honors all those
who have served in the United States
Armed Forces.

In Honor of the 13
Fallen Warriors of the
Comanche Nation

Courtesy Photo

PFC Johnnie Rivas
Killed in Action
June 6, 1944

Courtesy Photo

SGT Melvin Myers
Killed in Action
June 14, 1944

Courtesy Photo

PVT Eli Hosetosavit

Killed in Action
August 1, 1944

Courtesy Photo

PVT Ben Trevino
Killed in Action
August 3, 1944

Courtesy Photo

PFC Thomas Chockpoyah
Killed in Action
August 7, 1944

Courtesy Photo

PFC Ben Trevino
Killed in Action
September 16, 1944

Courtesy Photo
PVT Henry Kosechata
Died of Wounds
May 1, 1945

Courtesy Photo
PFC Henry Conwoop
Died of Wounds
May 3, 1945

Courtesy Photo

Dennis Karty
Died in Captivity
March 30, 1952

Courtesy Photo

Lt Col Meech Tahsequah
Killed in Action
Body not Recovered
February 28, 1954

Continued on Page 18
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Courtesy Photo
PFC Russell Pesewonit

Killed in Action
July 22, 1966

Courtesy Photo

Cpl Robert Pahcheka
Killed in Action
October 22, 1968

Courtesy Photo

Cpl Joshua Ware
Killed in Action
November 16, 2005

Comanche Veterans who
died while on Active Duty

Courtesy Photo
Teddy Tahsuda
February 3, 1943

Not pictured
Forrest Sunrise
January 1, 1944

Courtesy Photo
Chester Tieyah
July 9, 1950

Not Pictured
‘Wendall Weryackewe
June 7, 1954

Elbert Vidana
September 9, 1955

Courtesy Photo

Anthony Tahsequh
November 23, 1983

Courtesy Photo

Richard Wichita
August 3, 2003

Courtesy Photo
William Kerchee
January 20, 2007

Comanche Veterans Lost
Since Memorial Day 2023

Courtesy Photo
Bernard Kahrahrah
June 19, 2023

Courtesy Photo

Gary Dean Tahmahkera
August 30, 2023

Courtesy Photo

John David Wahnee
November 8, 2023

Courtesy Photo

George Laurenzana
February 11, 2024

Courtesy Photo

Jason Red Elk
March 14, 2024

Courtesy Photo

Gene Red Elk
March 16, 2024

Courtesy Photo
Roderick “Peach” Holden
Takewahpoor
March 25, 2024

Congratulations

Courtesy Photo

The CIVA would like to congratulate Seth Al-
len Wesaw on his graduation from the Citadel Senior
Military College in Charleston, SC. The college is noted
for its educational reputation and rich history.

Bennett Recognized for Military Service

in the United States Navy

Proud  Parents.  Proud
Grandparents. Proud Family. The
onset of covid squelched alot of plan
and events for many people, but in
May 2021, Lanny Asepermy was
able to coordinate recognition and
celebration of tribal member Terry D.
Bennett, in the veteran room of the
tribal complex.

Bennett is the son of Ter-
rance Lee Bennett and Elzena Renee
Bennett and the grandson of Mary
(Pahcoddy) Bennett and Josepine
(Pahcoddy) Poncy, which Bennett

considered to be his third grandmoth-
er, but was actually his great aunt.

Bennett was recognized for
his military service in the United
States Navy and his retirement after
more than 20 years of faithful ser-
vice.

Bennett acclaimed his pride
in being a Comanche tribal member
and serving his country. Bennett stat-
ed that he wished his dad, uncles and
grandparents could have been there
and been a part of this, I know they
would have been proud.

Gomanche Youth Danceis
YOUTH LED POWWOW

Loeation: Watehetaker Hall

= SCHEDULE

« 0ld Style Jingle 18+ In Honor of Bobbie Lewis (Sponsored
by Mercedes Banderas Family) Winner Take All

2PM GOURD DANCE
5PM LIGHT SUPPER
6PM RESUME
7 PM SOCIAL DANCE
10PM CLOSING
PRAYER
HEAD STAFF “TWo sTEP
MC: MARTIN FLORES SNAKE DANCE
HEAD SINGER: RAYMOND LEWIS ek
HEAD JR BOY: NASHOBA PORTILLO
HEAD JR GIRL: HANNAH OWENS 50/50
HEAD TINY TOT BOY: RICHARD BANDERAS i g
HEAD TINY TOT GIRL: KALYSCIA MOLINA CAKE WALK
CO-HOST: IAMNDN & WALTER'S SERVICE CLUB
AD: MODESTO SCHONCHIN
m %{d’ﬂ/ gmh/m&
. TinyTots 0-6 (Sponsored by Malie Cooper & Kat Alvarez- COMANCHE NATION SR.PRINCESS, BLUESKY TOSEE
Churchil) COMANCHE NATION JR. PRINCESS, ARLENE SCHONCHIN
. Orange Special 512 i honor ofGenocde of Barding COMANCHE ACADEMY PRINCESS, DAPHNE TANEQUODLE
School Children (Sponsored by Comanche Nation MMIP) LAWTON, CACHE, & ELGIN JOM
15T, 2ND & 3RD Place (Orange article Required) IDIAHOMA NATIVE AMERICAN CLUB
COMANCHE ACADEMY CHARTER SCHOOL
o W(WWWW‘M ERERRREAS LT
Family & Arlene Schonchin Family) 1ST-5TH Place & SPECIAL CONTEST SPONSORED BY NATUV INC
Winner Take All ( b Vo SOUTHERN STRAIGHT AGES 7-17
+ Loen fiass 13:[1(Sponso SOUTHERN CLOTH AGES 7-17
Portillo Family) 1ST, 2ND & 3RD Place IST. 2H0 8 380
. ¥ In honor of the late Woogie AR RN
W., Mead C., Charles C., & Steve C (Sponsored by Lanette FOR MORE INFO CONTACT
& Jeff Chibitty Family) Winner Take All “55“5‘80%‘::‘;““
+ Women's Cloth 18+ (Sponsored by Jessica oR
Pohawpatchoko Family & Shelly Myers Family) 15T, 2ND TERESA LOPEZ 5806476411
S ey VENDORS ARE WELCOME

$2'5 DONATION OR RAFFLE ITEM

**NO DRUG, WEAPONS OR ALCOHOL**
SPONSORS ARE NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR THEFT, ACCIDENTS OR INJURY
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Wilestones

Happy Birthday!

June - Olivia Zavala

June 2 - Ruby Rose Atauvich
June 3 - Jamie Prairie Chief
“Happy Birthday!! Love, your

family!” »

June 6 - Tracey McClung-
Pack

June 6 - Declan Tynan

June 11 - Claudia Harrison
June 18 - Alistir Willard
June 23 - Vivian KalLeigh
Hall

June 23 - Qynn Plata

June 28 - Elizabeth (Liz)
Chrismon

June 28 - Loretta Ann-Totsi-
yaa Burgess

June 28 - Cobb Laurenzana

-

The Comanche Nation
News
July Edition
Deadline:
June 15
Email:
stacey. heminokeky@comanchenation.
com
Mail:
Comanche Nation/P1O
P.O. Box 908
Lawton, OK 73501
\_ Contact: (580) 492-3385 J
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Leonard & Rosemary Chibitty
June 17

Celebrating 64 years of Marriage!

HAPPY
o

DAY

Tsaa Ahptw’a Tabeeni
From

The Comanche Nation News/PIO
Staft:

Jolene, Paula, Heaven, Natascha

Happy 18th Birthday
Ruby Rose Atauvich
June 2
~ We love you.

| appy Birtday
Vivian Kal.eigh Hall
June 23

Happy 11th Birthday
Olivia Zavala
June

Happy 9th Birthday
Declan Tynan
June 6
~ Love, Mom, Dad Indy and Turbo.

Qynn Plata
June 23
~ Happy Birthday, Q! We love you!
Your family.

o
Happy Birthday

Claudia Harrison
June 11

e
Happy Birthday
Cobb Laurenzana
June 28
~ From Sweet and Diana

Happy 1st Birthday
Alistir Willard
June 18
~ You've stolen our hearts, beautiful

boy.
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®-Happy Father's Day. You 're that
best. Love you, Marie!
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Richard Parker Sr.
~Happy Father's Day Grandpa.
Thank you for all the wonderful
memories and how you make us all
feel so special. We love you!!
Vivien, Kyle, Scarlett, Brandon, Pay-
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Andy Simmons

~Happy Father's Day Andy Sim-
mons! Love, your family.

Happy 1st Birthday
Loretta Ann-Totsiyaa Burgess
June 28
~ We love you babygirl, love your

family!

ton, Stella, Jaliana, Alice and Logan.

COMANCHE NATION
EMERGENCY

MANAGEMENT
HOTLINE

(580) 492-3628

e Ouk LdyTo LLC

Machine Quilting & Custom Quilts

Me(issa ﬂt’cﬁeﬁ-ﬁ@rﬂe

600 W. Wyoming Ave, Cyril, 0K 73029

806-420-8620
TheQuiltLadyToo@yahoo.com

Store May 9, in Lawton, Okla.

 JISH

Courtesy Photo

GRAND OPENING. The Comanche Youth Dancers were a part of
the Grand Opening of the newly remodeled Neighborhood Walmart
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Matthew Burgess
~Happy Father's Day Matthew
Burgess. We love you! From, your

family.

Comanche Reformed Church
Hymn Singing

,, 6 p.m. -8 p.m. July 9

1201 NW Mission Blvd., Lawton

Everyone is welcome

~—“Abide in me as I
abide in you. Just as
the branch cannot
bear fruit by itself
unless it abides in
the vine, neither can
you unless you abide
in me. I am the vine,
you are the

branches. Those
‘who abide in me and §
I in them bear much
~fruit, because apart

from me you can
nothing. Whoever
does not abide in me
is thrown away like a
branch and withers;
such branches are
cathered, thrown
into the fire, and
burned.”

o

John 15:4-6

=
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Obituaries

Annette Francisca
Vasquez

Courtesy Photo

Vasquez

Annette Francisca Vasquez,
44, of Ft. Cobb Okla., was born on
April 4, 1980, in Colorado Springs,
Colo., to Frank and Pearl Marie (Po-
cowatchit) Vasquez. Vasquez went to
her heavenly home on April 20, in
Oklahoma City, Okla.

Vasquez enjoyed cooking
and spending time with her children.
Vasquez received her GED and con-
tinued her education at OCCC in
Oklahoma City, Okla. She also at-
tended Caddo-Kiowa VO-Tech for
Culinary Arts. She enjoyed fishing
with the family and friends. She was
a caring and loving mother, wife, sis-
ter, auntie, and grandma.

Vasquez was a strong be-
liever of our dear Lord and read her
daily bible.

Vasquez loved watching
her children, nieces, and nephews
sporting events. She was an avid Dal-
las Cowboys and OU Fan. Vasquez
loved going to the lake and being out-
doors. Her favorite show was "Price
is Right,” "Family Fued" and Sci-Fi
Movies.

Vasquez is survived by her
husband of the home Shatti Tselee;
children Dustin Lorenzo Niedo Cis-
co, Texas and La Rena Niedo Las Ve-
gas, Nev.; LaNai and LaMiah Tselee
of Ft. Cobb, Okla.; sister LaCretia
and husband Jose of Anadarko, Okla.;
brother Christopher Vasquez of
Bridge Creek, Okla.; brother Andrew
Vasquez and wife Jennifer of Apache,
Okla.; Sister Victoria Vasquez of Las
Vegas, Nev.; great aunts Gloria Po-
cowatchit of Fletcher Okla.; Carol
George of Derby, Kan., Dorothy
Vigil of Denver, Colo., Vicki Valliere
of Anadarko, Okla., Bessie Robbins
of Lawton Okla.; great uncles Gerald
and Vincent Pocowatchit of Lawton
Okla.; family from Cache Okla.;
family from Colorado Springs Colo.:
as well as numerous cousins, friends,
nieces, and nephews.

Vasquez is preceded in
death by parents; grandmother Lydia
Tarsip-Valliere; Aunt Leauna and
LaDena Farris; great great grandfa-
ther James Pocowatchit; great great
grandmother Mary Monoetatchi;
great grandfathers Harold J. Pocow-
atchit, Cletis Pocowatchit, Roderick
Pocowatchit, Dennis Pocowatchit;
great aunts Cleta Pocowatchit, Mil-
dred Pocowatchit, Martha Jackson,
Betsy Wermy, and Zelma Tahsequah.

Jessica Diane Codynah

Courtesy Photo

Codynah
Jessica Diane Codynah,
went to her heavenly home on March
17, 2024 in Los Angeles, Cali. She
was born on August 26, 1989, at

Mercy Hospital in Oklahoma City,
Okla., to Herbert F. Tabbytosavit and
Kara “Bitsy Boo” Codynah-Rios.

Codynah attended school in
Oklahoma City, in her high school
years she was active in ROTC and
Art Club. She graduated from Capi-
tol Hill High School. She was a proud
member of the Comanche Nation of
Oklahoma. She was the great-grand-
daughter of Comanche Code Talker
Samuel Tabbytosavit.

Codynah was a loving
mother and devoted her life to her
children. She took great pride in
watching her daughter dance at pow
wows. Codynah carried a passion for
art throughout her whole life and she
passed that down to her children. She
spent time teaching them how to ex-
press themselves through paper ma-
che and painting. Codynah was also a
wonderful sister, she loved spending
time with her siblings. Codynah was
kind and genuine. She had the ability
to love others with her whole entire
heart. She cherished her family and
the time she got to spend with them.

She is survived by father
Herbert F. Tabbytosavit; mother Kara
“Bitsy Boo”Codynah-Rios; step fa-
ther Carlos Rios of Oklahoma City
Okla.; children Racheal Codynah of
Anadarko, Adriel Codynah and Jes-
sica Codynah Jr. “JJ” both of Los An-
geles Cali.; brother Andrew Codynah
of Oklahoma City, N. Allison Cody-
nah of Cherokee N.C., Lyndy Hoo-
sier of Lawton, Christopher Rios,
Alyssa Rios, and Ernesto Rios all of
Anadarko; god mothers Sherri Segar,
Kathy Bullcoming, Mindy Porter
and Lela Brown. And special brother
Randy Rowe and Justin Delaware.

She is preceded in death by
maternal grandparents Jack Cody-
nah and Karen Kaniatobe; paternal
grandparents Jimmy Tabbytosavit Sr.
and Helen Mihesueh: Maternal great
grandmother Beatrice Tahmahkera-
Smith.

Dack Weston Bennett

Courtesy Phot
Bennett

Dack  Weston  Bennett,
passed away on May 3, at his home
in Tulsa, Okla., at the age of 52.

He was born in Lawton,
Okla. on March 13, 1972, to Paul Al-
ford Bennett and Bobbie Jane Jones.
Bennett grew up in Lawton and Loui-
siana with his two brothers Dirk and
Wray Bennett. He graduated from
Lawton High School in 1990. Art
was Bennett's passion and gift. He
received his BA from Cameron Uni-
versity in 1994. A lasting example of
his talent is in the buffalo piece of art,
north of the Cameron University Li-
brary, in which he participated with
the original designer to weld this
beautiful piece. He furthered his edu-
cation in Fine Arts with an emphasis
in sculpture at OCU. In 1993 he mar-
ried the love of his life, Kimberly Jo
Sterling, daughter of John and JoAnn
Sterling of Lawton. The couple lived
in Tulsa, Okla., and Miami, Fl., be-
fore making Tulsa their home for the
last 21 years and starting their family.

Bennett is survived by his
wife, Dr. Kimberly Bennett of Tulsa,
Okla., and his two daughters Salem
Bennett and Scarlett Bennett; his
mother Bobbie Jane Jones of Pin-
eville, La., and stepmother Margot
Bennett of Fort Meade, Fl.; brothers
Dustin Wray Bennett and his wife
Tracie of Lawton, Okla., James Greer
of Oakland, Cali., and Robert Greer
of Albany, Cali.; sister Stephanie
Greer of DFW Metroplex; father and

mother-in-law John and JoAnn Ster-
ling of Lawton, Okla.; brother-in-law
David Sterling of Ormand Beach,
Fl.; and by numerous special family
members and loving friends.

He was preceded in death by
his father Paul Alford Bennett and a
brother, Dirk Waylon Bennett.

Nina Alice Burgess

Courtesy Photo
Burgess

Nina Alice Burgess Mah-
Piya To Win (Blue Sky Woman) went
to her heavenly home on May 6, sur-
rounded by her loving family.

She was born to Earl Bur-
gess Jr. and Leslie Youngman on
April 23, 1990, at the Lawton Indian
Hospital. Burgess was resilient and
battled health complications since
infancy. Her true passion was danc-
ing and singing at pow wows. She
proudly held the title of princess for
numerous organizations: Youngman
Family Princess, Oklahoma Gourd
Dance Society Princess, and Coman-
che Homecoming Princess. She was
a proud member of the Comanche
Nation of Oklahoma, and served as
the 2010 Comanche Nation Tribal
Princess. She was also of Cheyenne,

JOHN TSOODLE

Owner

1313 Van Kirk
Mtn. View, OK
73062

Arapaho, Otoe-Missouria, and Sioux
descent.

Burgess enjoyed spending
time with her family, and everyone
knew she was her grandpa's girl and
they were inseparable. She loved to
travel and easily made friends wher-
ever she went. If you were her friend,
she considered you her family. She
loved being an auntic momma to her
nieces and nephews. She had a nur-
turing spirit and her babies would
often go to her for comfort, before
going to their parents.

The Family would like to
thank the Chattanooga Fire Depart-
ment and the Chattanooga Fire Chief
Hayden Crow. As well as the Coman-
che County Memorial Hospital ICU
North for the care given to Burgess.

She is survived by moth-
er Leslie Youngman; Dad Don-
nie "Skeeter" Reed; Sisters Martha
Burgess, Sarah Burgess, and Erin
Plumley Gibbs; Brothers Mickey
Chasenah, Jason Tonips, and Billy
Burgess; Hunka Father Robert Tiger,
Joe Bointy, and Morgan Tosee; Aunts
Kay Cable, Theresa Youngman, Mar-
tha Irving, Betty Luna, and Leora Ra-
mos; Uncles Ben Youngman, Merrick
Youngman, Donnie Burgess, Ronnie
Burgess, and numerous friends and
relatives.

She is preceded in death
by Father Earl Burgess Jr.; Mater-
nal Grandparents Roderick and Nina
Youngman; Paternal Grandparents
Earl Sr. and Daisy Burgess; Broth-
er Marvin Chasenah; Sister Daisy
Burgess; Aunt and Uncle Mary and
Tommy Reed; Niece Lena Burgess
Adams; and Uncle Darrell Cable Sr.

%

tel. (580) 375.9602
tel. (580) 375.9766
redtipiplumbing@yahoo.com

www.redtipiplumbing.com
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Barry Asenap
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Courtesy Photo
Asenap

Barry was born September
2, 1968, to Mike and Margala Asenap
in Lawton, Okla. He grew up in the
Indiahoma area and attended Snyder
Public Schools where he graduated in
1989.

He was employed by Sny-
der Public School; Reed and Asenap
Custodial Services, where he was
chosen SPS Custodian of the year
in 2007-2008. He also was an avid
Texas Longhorn and WWE Wres-
tling Fan. He enjoyed playing video
games, watching T.V., and playing
with is fur babies Gadet, Gizmo and
Molly. Asenap became a christian
on September 20, 2018, and was or-
dained a Deacon of the Gospel of Je-
sus Christ at FBC, Indiahoma on July
21, 2019.

He was a proud member of
the Comanche Tribe.

Asenap is survived by his
mother, Margala Asenap, Indiahoma;
Aunt and Uncle Judy and Larry Gor-
don, Cache; Cousins, Melissa and
Terry Quisenberry; Christopher Gor-
don, Riley Jones, and numerous other
family and friends.

He is preceded in death by
his father, Mike Asenap; Grandpar-
ents, Walter and Beth Glazbrook;
Granfather, Marvin Carter; and Great
Aunt Rhoda Tate.
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REDTIPI

PLUMBING

Veteran Owned

INSURED

DIVORCE?

WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?
Notary Services

Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans
for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.
(Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)
REASONABLE PREP FEES
Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah

(580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455

JIHNGON & SN

JIHNGIN E GONG

TIM JOHNSON
Owner

Phone: 580-291-3256 *Email: bigtim50@live.com
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AN OBSERVANCE OF THE
S8O0TH ANNIVERSARY OF D-DAY

See our expanded military exhibit!
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il ¥ COMANCHE

f/ NATIONAL MUSEUM
AND CULTURAL CENTER

7

701 NW Ferris Avenue, Lawton, OK
comanchemuseum.com
Monday - Friday 8 AM - 5 PM
Saturdays 10 AM - 2 PM

9 FReE T-S/IIKT 1

(while supplies last)

CEIBA

LEGAL,

Success for the Comanche Nation

Ceiba Legal is a Native-owned full-service law firm serving the unique
needs of tribal governments, tribal enterprises, Native people and non-
profits. We exclusively stand on the side of Indian Country.

We will serve the Comanche Nation in an efficient and economical manner
with open communication and a deep respect for your sovereignty.

ATTORNEYS

Oklahoma Office: 124 E. 5th Street, Suite 220, Edmond, OK 73034

Owner, Piro Manso Tiwa of the San

Tim Harjo, Kevin Quigley
Comanche, Chiricahua Apache, and Seminole
PRACTICE AREAS SCANCODETO
Tribal Governance and Law Reform  Finance LEARN MORE ABOUT
Economic & Business Development  Construction Law OUR FIRM AND “‘:’ CEIBAfY
Indian Gaming Dispute Resolution PROPOSAL - an e

Little Fawn Boland

Juan de Guadalupe Pueblo
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SHELTON’S HOME REPAIR
0TE & REMOLDING

LISA ., Soscon

D Aw S EY Sheltonhomerepairo001@yahoo.com

TRIBAL ADMINISTRATOR

THE CHOICE FOR A NEW CHANGE

e 12+ years professional experience in Tribal Gaming

e 6 years experience in Tribal Government
e 11/2 years experience in City Government
If elected as Tribal Administrator | will work closely with the CBC to understand the

business decisions and align the goals of the overall strategic plan with grant
managment, budgeting, contracting, negotiation, and government management.

[ will work with our staff by including them in planning, decision making, developing

subordinates' skills and encouraging growth within our tribal employees. Improving
our daily processes, customer service, solicit and applies Tribal Council feedback.

Our Comanche Tribe has cultural law§ and requnsipilities tq our peoplg that should | Call DaVId for FREE EStlmateS and

always be respected in order to continue to maintain our Tribal Sovereignty for our
future generations. Please feel free to reachout to me if you have any questions | am All 0 |
elfiseito . Your A.R.P. Needs!

here to share my views anytime. | appreciate any and all votes

PAST PERFECT 100

Durla Bush O JOIN THE
Ortd bus wner
121SW B Ave COMANCHE

Lawton, OK 7350] NATION

MASS TEXT:;

v PaSi:l’"-rPf’‘3’0“5C’C’I-'Wt'i’l’1 tom : r @n TEXT THE WORD
' : “COMANCHE”
TO NUMBER
411247

APPAREL & ACCESSORIES

CUSTOM MULTIMEDIA DESIGN & PRINTING SERVICES

1001 SW C. AVE
LAWTON, OKLAHOMA

———w— B>  VISION ~STRENGTH —~ UNITY —=Sfp—mm——

580-699-3700

NATIVE ARTIST CDS ¢ VEHICLE DECALS * SKATEBOARDS *MMA APPAREL ¢« ACCESSORIES
ADULT AND YOUTH APPAREL ¢ NATIVE CANVAS PRINTS ¢ ORIGINAL PAINTINGS
POSTERS ¢ DECALS AND MUCH MORE!

> - DL < <+ intertribalvisions.com « > L < <

SERVING OF ALL OF CADDO COUNTY,

FLETCHER, ELGIN AND LAWTON AREAS

 Heating and Air
SALES-INSTALLATION-REPRIRS
Competitive Pricing on ALL Parts & Equipment FIRST AID

AC (j -
L W } ‘\ !l.- IL\ -.-) \) | S

PAIW 5%
il %K@&W W M ;

Duct Cleaning Services+Blown Insulation onsitec P rf Irsta |d com
We Accept Visa, Mastercard and Discover Cards onsitec prfi rstaid @ gma il.com

Gall 405-829-1207 405-829-2008
W & R MEGHANICAL LL.C

Dean’s Drive-Thru Pawn Shop
2617 S. Robinson-OKC, OK

www.deanspawn.com

405.239.2774

“OKC’s Oldest Pawn Shop”
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with
online banking

NATIONAL BANK

FDIC
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® Mobile Check Deposit
® Card Control

® Access eStatements®
® Check Balances

® Bill Pay*
® Transfer Funds
® And so much more

*Activated upon enrollment

MNATlONAL BANK & TRUST E|

More Than Banking, It’'s Family!

877-585-4177
CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE E]
@cnh1901
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