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WINNERS OF SAFETY POSTER CONTEST.  The Comanche Nation Housing Authority held its an-
nual Safety Poster Contest the end of December 2022. The goal of the contest was to promote safety 
awareness in various topics such as COVID prevention, cyber bullying, fire, distracted driving, and 
home fire escape plan, to name a few. Winning in the 7th & 8th grade category is tribal member Parker 
Wiegand, who lives in Wisconsin. He is the grandson of Willie Pekah. Winning the K-3rd Grade cate-
gory is Laylah Sovo. She is the daughter of Daisy Cozad and Ahtakee Sovo. Both created posters about 
COVID safety and awareness, and received a check for $200.

Courtesy Photos

 The Comanche Nation CHR 
program and the Fire department 
achieved a milestone in improving 
the services offered to their tribal 
members and the surrounding areas 
inside the Comanche Nation.
 One of the purposes of add-
ing a medical director for these agen-
cies is to improve the quality and 
level of care offered in the case of an 
emergency response. The Comanche 
Nation Fire Department will become 
Emergency Medical Response Agen-
cy Licensed (EMRA). This means 
that personnel will be allowed to per-
form emergency medical care up to 
the level of Oklahoma State Licen-
sure, with the care that is directed by 
the scope of practice defined by the 
medical director. No one works out-
side their scope of practice. 
 The qualifications CHR/
Fire has to have are licensed workers 
with EMTs and hands-on experience. 
There’s much paperwork in the pre-
hospital EMRA application, giving 
them a response plan and the right 
equipment.
 Currently, the CHR and the 
Fire department don’t have any pro-
tocols in place, but once the State 
comes and inspects all the equipment 
and the department gets its license, 
they will be able to help more. This 
means that lifesaving emergency 
medical care will be upgraded from 
basic First Aid to life-saving training 
for all the staff members within CHR/
Fire department. 
 Having the EMRA license 
allows for more extensive treatments 
like giving oxygen, breathing treat-
ments, and providing emergency care 
until an ambulance arrives. They will 
also be able to assist with events like 
the Comanche Nation Fair, Walters 
Homecoming Powwow, and 5K runs 
that programs put on that require 
medical stand-by. 
 Laura Trusty and her hus-
band will teach the EMR class to all 
the CHR, Fire, and some from Emer-
gency Management. The process is 
taking the classes along with book-
work, some hand on class time, and 
then the test that is taken at Voc Tech. 
Once the test is passed, everyone will 
be EMR licensed. 
 “I am hoping we’ll be able 
to get our EMRA and go out into the 
field within the next month or so. The 
worst feeling is when you know that 
you can help but can’t because you 
don’t have the licenses or equipment 
to. So, I’m excited to get onto the 
field and help the Comanche people,” 
said Trusty.
 In addition, by having a 
medical director, all staff from the 
CHR program and the Fire Depart-
ment will have to complete a quarter-
ly mandatory. The medical director, 
Dr. Wordon, will provide this train-
ing, allowing all required continuing 
education to renew each staff’s state 
license every two years. This is a big 
step forward for the great people of 
the Comanche Nation.  

The Acountability 
Act Resolution is 
Rescinded at the 

January CBC 
Meeting

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

 After being in effect for six 
years, Resolution No. 0107-08, also 
known as the Accountability Act, 
was rescinded during the January 
7, Comanche Business Committee 
(CBC) meeting. 
 The resolution was passed at 
the Jan. 7, 2017, CBC Meeting under 
the leadership of former Comanche 
Nation Chairman William Nelson. It 
passed with five ‘Yes’ votes and one 
‘No’ vote. 
 The resolution catalogs a 
list of acts that would disqualify trib-
al members from running for office or 
being employed with the Comanche 
Nation as well as the Workforce Pro-
gram:
 “If any elected Comanche 
Nation Business Committee mem-
ber, employee, or appointee (past or 
present) from this date of 1-7-2017, 
knowingly:
1. Overspend(s,t) a Tribal 
Council Budget line item without a 
proper resolution.
2. Move(s,d) a Tribal Council 
Budget line item without a proper 
resolution.
3. Borrow(s,ed) from a Tribal 
Council Budget line item without 
Tribal Council consent.
4. Use(s,d) a Tribal Council 
Budget line item for collateral with-
out Tribal Council consent.
5. Remove(s,d) any Comanche 
Nation member on the established 
membership roll.
6. Add(s,ed) any Comanche 
Nation member without following 
Constitution ARTICLE THREE.
7. Ignore(s,ed) or impedes a 
direct order of the voting supreme 
power of the Tribal Council.
8. File(s,ed) lawsuit on the 
Comanche Nation for personal mon-
etary gain.
9. Assist(s,ed) and helps non 
Comanche Nation members that file 
lawsuit on the Nation.
10. Ha(s,ve) defaulted on loans, 
charge accounts, mortgages, payroll 
advances, or drawdowns from the 
Comanche Nation.
11. Is under investigation for 
misappropriation, fraud, kickbacks, 
theft, perjury, and any other investi-
gated crimes against the Comanche 
Nation Government and all other en-
tities.
12. Ha(s,ve) signed "sole 
source" contracts without Business 
Committee (legal quorum) docu-
mented approval Beit: Memorandum 
or appropriate Resolution.
 These twelve (12) ACTS will 
be promulgated as: "Wanton Mali-
cious Behavior" (WMB). The severity 
of (WMB) cannot, should not and will 
not be tolerated. The adopted penalty 
for "Wanton Malicious Behavior" 
(WMB) is as follows:

A. YOU CANNOT BE NOMI-
NATED FOR ANY ELECTED OF-
FICE FOR TEN (10) YEARS.
B. YOU CANNOT BE EM-
PLOYED BY ANY COMANCHE 
NATION ENTITY FOR TEN (10) 
YEARS.
C. YOU CANNOT BE AP-
POINTED TO ANY COMANCHE 
NATION ENTITY FOR TEN (10) 
YEARS.”
 “I have always felt this Ac-
countability Act has no due process 
in any of it,” CBC No. 1, Hazel Tah-
sequah, said in the Jan. 7, CBC Meet-

See ACCOUNTABILITY ACT, Page 3

Medical Director 
at CHR Programs 

Offers 
Opportunities for 

Growth
By Heaven Williams/News Staff

Oklahoma City Outreach Office Opens 
in New Location & Under New Directorship

 The Oklahoma City Out-
reach Office has opened and is now 
helping tribal members in the area.
 Mary Austin, the director, 
said she is excited about her new po-
sition and looks forward to assisting 
in many ways.
 “I think our outreach should 
be able to provide all kinds of re-
sources for the tribal members. With 
some of the economic hardships that 
are going on right now, some people 
have too few resources. I want to 
help, whether for the community pro-
grams in this area, WIC, foodbank, or 
providing our people with those out-
side resources when our nation can-
not help in those areas. For the elders, 
offer them the resources in this area. 
I want this to be commonplace for 
tribal members, to come, look at the 

events happening in our Nation, get 
help, and just be pointed in the right 
direction.”
 Located at 8014 N Western 

Ave, it is a part 
of the Wilshire 
Square offices near 
Nichols Hills.
 “It is a 
newer building, 
and it is in a great 
neighborhood,” 
Mary Austin, di-
rector, said. “We 
are located south 

of Nichols Hills, between there and 
Britton. It is off of Wilshire, and we 
are in Wilshire Squire. It is easy to 
get here if you are coming off of I-35 
because there is only one exit, and it 
is called Wilshire Blvd.”
 Some of the assistance of-
fered at the facility include tribal 
enrollment, Higher Education, emer-

Austin

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

See OKC OUTREACH, Page 5
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Sleet Month
 The award-winning Comanche 
Nation News, the official communication 
of the Comanche Nation, is available at 
no charge upon request. The deadline to 
submit information for the March edition is 
5 p.m., February 15. 
Contact:

The Comanche Nation News
P.O. Box 908

Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908
Telephone: (580) 492-3381
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: pio@comanchenation.com

PIO/TCNN Staff
• Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-

porter, Photographer- Email: Jolene.
Schonchin@comanchenation.com 
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382

• Paula Karty, Assist. Editor, Reporter, 
Photographer- Email: Paula.Karty@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number–(580)492-3383

• Stacey Heminokeky, Adminis-
trative Assistant- Email: Stacey.
Heminokeky@comanchenation.com 
Telephone Number (580) 492-3385

• Heaven Williams, Reporter/Photog-
rapher - Email: Heaven.Williams@
comanchenation.com - Telephone 
(580) 492-3621.

• Natascha Mercadante -Online 
Reporter - Email: Natascha.Mer-
cadante@comanchenation.com - 
Telephone (580) 492-3381.

• News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

• Photographs will be copied and will 
become the property of TCNN. To 
return original photographs, send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

• The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. The Passings/Obitu-
aries are submitted by the Comanche 
Nation Funeral Home or by tribal 
members on a funeral home letter-
head. The Milestones Page is for tribal 
members only. TCNN publishes all 
services conducted by The Comanche 
Nation Funeral Home without discre-
tion. The Obituaries Page is for tribal 
members only.

• TCNN will print a Comanche organi-
zation’s annual event flyer once free 
of charge as a courtesy to our tribal 
organizations. The guidelines for flyer 
submission are: Pow-wow flyers have 
to be from an established Comanche 
organization. There has to be contact 
person and number on the organiza-
tion’s annual flyer.

• We reserve the right to edit all mate-
rial. Letters or articles that contain 
libelous information, slander, or 
personal attacks will not be printed. 
Letters to the Editor must be signed 
with a legible name, and have an 
800 word limit. The letters to the 
editor or articles contained in The 
Comanche Nation News does not 
reflect the views or opinions of the 
PIO staff.

Member of the Native American 
Journalist

Association since 2001

Member of the Society of Professional
Journalists since 2010

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

comanchenationpio

Editor’s Note: This is an overview of 
the January 7, Comanche Business 
Committee Monthly Meeting, and not 
the official minutes. To obtain a copy 
of the official minutes, please contact 
the Office of the Chairman, (580) 492-
3251. You can watch the meeting in its 
entirety online at comanchenation.com.

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

@thecomanchenationnews

Member of the Oklahoma Press Associa-
tion since 2022

 Chairman Mark Woomma-
vovah calls the meeting to order at 10 
a.m.
 The Secretary/Treasurer, 
John Wahnee, conducts roll calls. A 
quorum is established. 
 Comanche Business Com-
mitteeman (CBC) No. 3, Alice Kas-
sanavoid, makes a motion to approve 
the January meeting agenda. CBC 
No. 4, Robert Komahcheet seconds 
it. The vote is 2/2/1. The chairman 
breaks the vote to approve the agen-
da. 
 Rev. Michael Keahbone 
provides the invocation.
 Kassanavoid makes a mo-
tion to approve the December 2022 
CBC Meeting minutes. Komahcheet 
seconds it. The motion carries 6/0/0.

Executive Officer Reports
 Woommavovah reports that 
he attended all required meetings in 
December. He thanks the programs 
that participated in Elder Day. 
 The Comanche Nation Vice 
Chairman, Dr. Cornel Pewewardy, 
reports he attended all required meet-
ings in December. He is a part of the 
Oklahoma Council for Indian Educa-
tion and helped pass a resolution to 
advance self-determination in educa-
tion.  He attended the Ft. Sill Apache 
litigation at the state capital and was 
happy to represent the CBC. He is 
working with the Higher Education 
Director to plan an education sum-
mit. 
 Wahnee reported he fol-
lows the Comanche Constitution Ar-
ticle XII- Duties of Officers Sections 
Three (3) and Four (4). He reviews 
the financial reviews of all the tribal 
entities to ensure no financial find-
ings or issues. He also ensures re-
cords and minutes of the legal CBC 
meetings are being recorded by Dod-
son Court Reporting Company and 
sends notices of the meetings to the 
CBC. All resolutions and minutes are 
sent to the Bureau of Indian Affairs 
Anadarko, Okla. agency. 
 He added that he was in-
formed that another local tribe’s fi-
nancial information was breached, 
and as a result, that tribe had to close 
one of its casinos. Because of that, he 
is reviewing all the software that is 
being used at the gaming and tribal 
government offices to ensure the Co-
manche Nation’s information is not 
compromised or hacked. 
 Wahnee reports that in the 
AARP budget, there is a little over 
$1.1 million left in home repair and 
around $345,000 in rental assistance. 
Around 82% of the AARP budget has 
been spent directly to help the Co-
manche tribal members. The remain-
ing balance is around $16 million.
 The audits have been com-
pleted with no financial findings. 

Committee and Board Reports
 Indian Health Board- CBC 
No. 3 – Alice Kassanavoid – They 
meet on the first Thursday of every 
month. There are ongoing renova-
tions at the pharmacy. They are go-
ing to start renovations for the emer-
gency room. If tribal members have 
complaints or concerns about the 
hospital, they can contact the Patient 
Advocate. 
 Cow-Calf Program- CBC 
No. 4- Robert Komahcheet – No 
calves were born in December. A to-
tal of 21 calves were vaccinated. A 
total of 23 black Angus heifers were 
purchased. One cow died due to the 
cold weather. The Comanche Nation 
owns a total of 129 heads of cattle. 
Seven heifers are due to give birth. 
The remaining budget is $290,000.
 Conservation District- 
Chairman Mark Woommavovah- 

They did not meet in December.
 Tax Commission- Secre-
tary/Treasurer - John Wahnee – They 
are increasing efforts to increase rev-
enue with TERO fees and fees to use 
the Comanche Nation seal/logo. The 
oil and gas department will send let-
ters to operators to inform them they 
may be subject to additional taxes 
when operating on tribal lands.
 KCA Land Use Committee 
-Chairman Mark Woommavovah – 
They are in the process of hiring a 
new KCA director and have opened 
it up for more applicants to apply.
 Housing Authority - CBC 
No. 3 – Alice Kassanavoid – She will 
give a report next month.

Resolutions
Resolution No. 01-2023- Enroll-
ment Eligible Resolution List 1269 
- Wahnee motions to accept the reso-
lution. CBC No. 1, Hazel Tahsequah 
seconds the motion. The motion car-
ries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 02-2023- Enrollment 
Eligible Resolution List 1270 - Kom-
ahcheet motions to accept the reso-
lution. The Comanche Nation Vice 
Chairman, Dr. Cornel Pewewardy, 
seconds it. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 03-2023- Realty 
Resolution Trust Land Over 5% - 
Kassanavoid makes a motion to ac-
cept the resolution. Komahcheet sec-
onds it. The motion carries 6/0/0.
 There were discussions 
about the sale and purchase of trust 
land, probates, and how it can be add-
ed to the Comanche Nation constitu-
tion. 
Resolution No. 04-2023- CHR/
EMS/FIRE Resolution to Obtain a 
Physician Medical Director - Kas-
sanavoid motions to accept the reso-
lution. Komahcheet seconds it. The 
motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 05-2023- CBC Reso-
lution Authorization to Participate 
in Tribal Opioid Settlement - Kas-
sanavoid motions to accept the reso-
lution. CBC No. 2, Ross Kahrahrah 
seconds it. The motion carries 3/3/1.
Resolution No. 06-2023- CBC Reso-
lution to Renew Comanche Nation 
Entertainment CEO Contract - Kas-
sanavoid motions to accept the reso-
lution. Komahcheet seconds it. The 
motion carries 6/0/0. – 
 A lengthy discussion about 
Mia Tahdooahnippah’s qualifica-
tions, work history, and the Coman-
che Nation Gaming and Entertain-
ment under her direction.

Old/New Business
 Tribal member Tanisha 
Cable Burgess asked when the CBC 
will appoint a temporary election 
board until nominations can be taken 
at the Annual Meeting in April. Kas-
sanavoid said the CBC is scheduled 
to address it in Executive Session and 
will create a temporary board.
 Comanche tribal member 
Debra Hendrix said she would like 
to see the CBC make a motion to re-
place the billboard signs in the area 
with photos of MMIW, eagles, pro-
grams, and items that are about the 
Comanche people. A discussion fol-
lowed.
 Keahbone urges all tribal 
members to read the report about the 
boarding schools released by the Sec-
retary of Interior, Deb Holland.
 Burgess asked what the sta-
tus is about the CBC reviewing the 
Accountability Act and possibly re-
scinding it. 
 Kahrahrah makes a motion 
to explore developing a planning 
department. Wahnee adds the word-
ing of the motion needs to follow 
the Comanche Nation Constitution 
by appointing a committee. Kahrah-
rah complies. Tahsequah seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/0. 
 Dr. Pewewardy motions to 
have a one-day educational summit 
and to create a subcommittee or steer-
ing committee to discuss contempo-
rary educational issues and gather 
evidence-based research to set future 

“The greatest among men are those who serve the greatest number.” – 
Chief Ten Bears

 In order to adapt ourselves to life’s many changes, we must 
first learn to get along with others. Things can always go our way, ben-
efit us the most, put us in the limelight, or only advance our careers. The 
“me-first” attitude does not serve a person well for very long. Look-
ing to what we can get rather than to what we can give seems to be 
a national pastime. I suspect that individuals believe they are holding 
onto their identity when they refuse to compromise; however, in most 
of these daily circumstances, they are the real losers. 
 Negotiation takes practice and expertise and can be elevated to 
an art form. When done correctly, our long-term success depends on it 
as much as we depend on water to drink and air to breathe. Remember 
TEAMWORK is a step on the ladder of success. An even higher step is 
the formation of a like-minded alliance. In order to reach the summit, 
you must let go of the desire to be right. 
 Being right means little unless you are truly happy. In pursuing 
success, it is wise to remember that a very real ingredient of success is 
the ability to get along with and be liked by others. Let me repeat that, 
“the ability to get along with and be liked by others.” Without this com-
ponent, any success would be very hollow indeed. 
 The Universe rewards a giver. When you give without expec-
tation of return, you create a cycle that revolves around back to you. 
Ultimately, you are the recipient of the good you put out in the Uni-
verse. Start a ripple of giving right now and watch out for the wave of 
goodness you will soon create! Remember, "what goes around comes 
around." Make what comes around to you only good by starting the 
ripple that creates the wave. 

Proverbs 11:24 – Givers never lack One person gives freely, yet gains 
even more; another withholds unduly but comes to poverty. 

“Comanche Strong-Stronger TOGETHER!”
URA

Chairman Woommavovah

goals and objectives for an education 
strategic plan. Tahsequah seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/0.
 Woommavovah makes a 
motion to discuss the Accountability 
Act in Executive Session. Tahsequah 
seconds it. The motion carries 6/0/0.
 Burgess asked about the sta-
tus of the hemp resolution that was 
passed last year. Woommavovah said 
they would follow up on it.  Tribal 
member Randi Herring added that 
the tribe should invest in the growing 
industry of cannabis and hemp. 
 Wahnee makes a motion to 
go into the executive session. Kom-
ahcheet seconds the motion. The mo-
tion carries at 12:05 p.m.
 After coming out of Execu-
tive Session, Kassanavoid motions 
for the CBC to attend the Reservation 
Economic Summit (RES) in April. 
Kahrahrah seconds the motion. The 
motion carries 6/0/0. 
 Komahcheet motions for the 
Chairman to travel to RAIN Leader-
ship Conference in Albuquerque, 
NM. Kassanavoid seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries 6/0/0.
 Tahsequah motions to re-
scind the Accountability Act, Reso-
lution Number 0107-08. Kahrahrah 
seconds the motion. The motion car-
ries 6/0/0. 
 Tahsequah makes a motion 
to move the Law Enforcement under 
the direction of the Tribal Adminis-
trator.  Wahnee seconds it. The mo-
tion carries 6/0/0.
 Kassanavoid makes a mo-
tion for tribal law enforcement to be-
gin an investigation. Wahnee seconds 
it. The motion carries 6/0/0. 
 Kahrahrah makes a motion 
to purchase the Wolf Pack Canna-
bis LLC DBA (doing business ma-
jor meds) and any other assets for 
the business, such as storage units, 
the cannabis grows, and the dispen-
sary license, located at 809 Interstate 
Drive, Lawton, Okla. Upon due dili-
gence, the purchase price is pending 

property and business statements, in-
cluding cash flow, liabilities, assets, 
income statements, and other perti-
nent documents. Wahnee seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/0. 
 Kassanavoid motions to ne-
gotiate the renewal of the tribal dis-
trict court judges’ contracts. Wahnee 
seconds it. The motion carries 6/0/0.
 Kassanavoid motions to ap-
point the temporary election board 
members: Marilyn Tiger, Tanisha 
Cable, Charlette Nieyah, Brandy 
Herring, Sandra Chasenut, Francine 
Frisch, and Francine Monenerkit as 
the alternate. Dr. Pewewardy seconds 
it. The motion carries 6/0/0.
 Kassanavoid makes a mo-
tion for the CBC to travel to NIGA 
in March. Kahrahrah seconds it. The 
motion carries 6/0/0.
 Kassanavoid makes a mo-
tion to adjourn the meeting. Wahnee 
seconds the motion. The motion car-
ries 6/0/0.

Six Resolutions Pass at the January 
CBC Meeting; Comanche Nation 

Gaming CEO Contract is Renewed

ing. “There were people who found 
out that they owed money to the tribe, 
and they paid it. After that, when they 
tried to run for office, they were told 
they could not run 10 years. I think 
that is ridiculous.” 
 She made the motion to re-
scind the resolution, and it passed 
unanimously. 
 Since its rescind, the Co-
manche Nation Human Resources 
Department and Workforce Program 
have updated their employment pro-
cess to eliminate the points of the Ac-
countability Act. The qualifications 
to run for any tribal office position or 
appointment will also be amended.

ACCOUNTABIL-
ITY ACT
Continued from Page 1
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Programs
In the Comanche Nation 

Tribal Court
• Duane Gardner Jr.: CNC-

SP-16-39; Motion to Modify 
Child Support

• Steven Harris: CNCSP-22-27; 
Petition to Determine Paternity 
and Establishment of Child Sup-
port

• Anthony Lopez: CNCSP-22-32; 
Petition to Register Foreign Or-
der 

• Jamie Mihecoby: CNC-
SP-22-34; Petition to Register 
Foreign Order

• Ricky Miller: CNCSP-16-33; 
Application for Indirect Con-
tempt

• Jacob Nunley: CNCSP-16-30; 
Application for Indirect Con-
tempt

• Aliciana Paddyaker: CNC-
SP-22-22;  Petition to Determine 
Paternity and Establishment of 
Child Support

• Silas Reeder: CNCSP-22-06; 
Motion to Modify Child Support

• Wuhyahkey Satoe: CNC-
SP-22-24; Petition to Accept 
Transfer

 
 Title 3 of the Comanche Na-
tion Child Support Codes Rule 4 (E 
(3) allows for service by publication 
in instances where the location of 
the subject is unknown, or when the 
subject of service has been unable to 
be served by traditional means. The 
CNCSP is needing the above name(s) 
to be placed in our upcoming Coman-
che Nation Newspaper. 

• PLEASE TAKE NOTE THAT 
ALL COMANCHE NATION 
TRIBAL COURT CHILD 
HEARINGS WILL BE CON-
DUCTED IN PERSON.

• PLEASE TAKE NOTE THAT 
ALL COURT OF INDIAN OF-
FENSES CHILD SUPPORT 
HEARING WILL BE CON-
DUCTED IN PERSON. 

Child Support Program 
Announces Court Dates

Family Services Offers Five New Year’s Resolutions 
that Teach You Self Help for Verbal Abuse 

 How do those New Year's 
resolutions help you? They are all 
verbal abuse self-help strategies 
that empower you, making positive 
change easier.
1. Reach Out to Your Loved Ones
Your family and your friends are the 
support group that can be there for 
you, to lift you up, and remind you 
how valuable you are when verbal 
abuse has convinced you otherwise. 
Sometimes it can be easy to wait for 
your friends to call you, or expect 
others to put in that maintenance, but 
self-help for verbal abuse requires 
you to take the lead. I think it’s im-
perative to realize that putting forth 
the effort to talk to and see your loved 
ones is so incredibly important. Stop 
waiting for the call, make the call.
2. Make Yourself a Priority
Abusive relationships make it easy to 
lose yourself, to forget to do things 
for your own happiness. Forget about 
appeasing the people mistreating you 
and do something just for you. Do 
things to invest in yourself, your fu-
ture, your happiness. Thinking about 
going back to school or work? Do it. 
Thinking about changing your hair-
style or buying yourself those new 
boots you’ve been wanting? Do it. Go 
get yourself a massage or plan a lunch 
date with your best friend. You’ll be 
happy you did.
3. Raise Your Standards and Set 
Boundaries
Battling verbal abuse has a way of 
diminishing any standards you once 
had for yourself. Promise to remind 
yourself, again and again, you de-
serve to be treated with respect and 
decency. When verbal abuse is being 
used toward you, try to set boundaries 
in a collected and rational way that 
won’t escalate any hostility. Rather 
than raise your voice or use name-
calling to defend yourself, explain 
that you don’t deserve to be treated 
that way. You are open to discussion 
but won’t respond to degrading com-
ments or aggressive language.
4. Distinguish Yourself from the 
Verbal Abuse You're Battling
Sometimes verbally abusive relation-
ships can overwhelm everything else 
in your life. It can become so difficult 
to see any positives anywhere -- in 
yourself, your environment, the fu-
ture, etc. Remember you are distinct 
from the abusive relationship you are 
currently involved in. You existed be-
fore and you will exist after, and you 
exist now. This is something terrible 
you are going through but it is not 
who you are or who you have to be.
5. Take Responsibility and Own 

Your Power
Battling verbal abuse may make you 
feel like a victim. While you are a 
victim of verbal abuse, you are also 
responsible for your own decisions. 
You decide to stay or leave, you have 
the power to change your circum-
stances. When you are feeling hope-
less and like there’s nothing you can 
do, snap out of it. You have the pow-
er to do anything you want, no one 
owns you, and no one can take your 
power from you.
Self-Help for Verbal Abuse
I hope these self-help tips for verbal 
abuse help you create healthy resolu-
tions. Well wishes to you in the com-
ing year.

APA Reference
Sullivan, E. (2018, January 1). Build 
Self-Help for Verbal Abuse into New 
Year's Resolutions, HealthyPlace. 
Retrieved on 2022, December 30.
 Help is available contact 
Comanche Nation Family Assistance 
(Women shelter) 580-492-3590.

Elder Council 
Monthly 
Meeting

10 a.m., Feb. 6, 
2023

Watchetaker 
Hall - Comanche 
Nation Complex

February Higher 
Education

Student of the Month
Adam Chebahtah

Courtesy Photo

Chebahtah
 Adam Chebahtah, is the old-
est son of Jeffrey (USMC) and Heidi 
Chebahtah and the fourth grandson 
of Clifford Don Jr. (USMC) and San-
dra Chebahtah. 
 After receiving degrees 
in Biblical & Theological Studies 
(B.A.), Old Testament & Semitic 
Languages (M.A.), and Theology 
(M.A.) from Biola University, Che-
bahtah pursued a Th.M. in Old Testa-
ment from Wycliffe College/Univer-
sity of Toronto, and he is currently a 
Ph.D. student in the Department of 
Near Eastern Languages and Cul-
tures at UCLA with an emphasis on 
Hebrew Bible. 

 His research focuses on par-
allels between Israelite and Egyptian 
religions. He plans to pursue a uni-
versity teaching career after complet-
ing his doctorate.

February Higher 
Education 

Student of the Month
Dena Landers

Courtesy Photo

Landers
 Dena Landers, is the daugh-
ter of Scott Landers and Millicent 
Nevaquaya-Beasley and Mitchell 
Beasley. Her paternal grandparents 
are the late Joe and Linda Landers 
and her maternal grandparents are 
Frances Beasley and the late Mal-
colm and Bessie Nevaquaya. 
 Landers is from Elgin, 
Okla., but currently resides in Cache, 
Okla., with her son, Rashied. She is 
currently a junior at Cameron Uni-
versity, where she obtained a 3.5 
GPA for the fall 2022 semester and is 
pursuing a major in Family and Child 
Studies with a concentration in Fam-
ily Studies. 
 Her long-term goal is to con-
tinue to work for Comanche Nation 
Youth Services and be an advocate 
for Native youth and their families. 
She plans to use what she acquired 
in college to help Native youth reach 
their educational and personal life 
goals.

Adult Education Spotlight
Stephanie Akoneto

Courtesy Photo

Akoneto
 Stephanie Akoneto is from 
Walters, Okla.  Her parents are Ed-
win and Mattie Akoneto.
 She was chosen for the 
Spotlight because she has taken sev-
eral Short-term courses for Medical 
Billing and Coding while working 
and taking care of her daughter.
 Akoneto is now employed 
at the Lawton IHS as a Medical Sup-
port Assistant.

Job Placement and 
Training Student of the 

Month
Lindsey Red Elk

Courtesy Photo

 Lindsey Red Elk, is the 
daughter of Rocky and Christy Red 
Elk.  She is from Cache, Okla., and 
is currently attending Great Plains 
Technology Center (GPTC) in the 
Practical Nursing Program.
 Red Elk has previously at-
tended GPTC over the past year 
where she became certified as a CNA 
and phlebotomist.  She and her class 
are half way through the nursing 
program, which she will graduate in 
July.
 After becoming a licensed 
LPN, she plans to further her educa-
tion by attending RN school.
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Programs
Prevention & Recovery Highlights Recent Events

 The Comanche Nation Pre-
vention & Recovery (P&R) Depart-
ment hosted several events within 
the months of November 2022 and 
December 2022. A strong family unit 
and community connectedness are 
two of the most important protective 
factors when it comes to prevention 
of the use of drugs, alcohol, and sui-
cide as well as the sobriety of those in 
recovery. 
 Their Community Opioid 
Intervention Pilot Project organized 
a two-day event at Riverside Indian 
School, reaching an estimated 318 
students and school personnel. In 
the great spirit of collaboration, the 
P&R programs facilitated a variety 
of prevention activities and mental 
health presentations for students in 
grades 4-12. It’s department also held 
a Sober 49 event with the Tribal His-
toric Preservation Office on Black 
Friday, which included contests like 
best 49 songs, hand drum, war cry, 
and lulu. There were 263 community 
members in attendance for this event. 
IAMNDN put on their second an-
nual “Culture is Prevention” day for 
Native American Heritage Month. 
The event was held at the Comanche 
County Expo Center, which had an 
assortment of cultural activities for 
our youth to participate in, such as 
art, archery, hand game demonstra-
tion, beading, and language class.
 The P&R’s Circles of Care 
program coordinated a Mental Health 
Seminar, “Building Trauma Respon-
sive Communities,” to build capacity 
within community and professional 
workforces related to mental health 
and social service fields. The keynote 
speaker, the renowned Dr. Daryll To-
nemah, was joined by Ashley Morri-
son, who provided a guided medita-

tion to close the seminar.    
     On December 14, 2022, the Native 
Spirit Suicide Prevention Project and 
IAMNDN presented their first Nu-
munu Hubiyanuu (Comanche Hymn 
Singing) event in an effort to promote 
hope and healing through our culture 
and fellowship. The Comanche Na-
tion Language Department joined 
us for the event, had a hot chocolate 
station, and provided extra hymnals 
for participants. The program hopes 
to continue building this event for the 
community to enjoy and attend.
 On New Year’s Eve, the 
P&R hosted their largest and most 
popular event of the year: Island 
Vibes New Years Eve Bash. This 
event is the epitome of what this 
department envisions for our com-
munity: a fun, safe, and sober envi-
ronment for families to celebrate and 
spend quality time together. They had 
the largest turnout that they have ever 
had, which had 978 attendees regis-
tered; however, they estimate that 
around 1,200 community members 
participated throughout the night.
 The program staff wants to 
thank our community, Comanche Na-
tion departments, and leadership for 
continuously supporting our events 
and initiatives. 
 “Everything we do is for the 
betterment of our people, and we are 
grateful that you all share this vision 
with us,” Bonnie Johnson, Program 
Director, said. “As the new year be-
gins, please keep an eye and ear out 
for future events and community and 
workforce training!”
 You can follow the P&R on 
social media by searching Comanche 
Nation P&R, Comanche Nation Na-
tive Spirit Project, and Comanche 

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff
Tahsequah

Nʉ nahnʉmʉnʉʉ tsa Tahsequahnʉʉ, 
Tahdooahnippahnʉʉ, tʉasʉ 

Poemoceahnʉʉ.
 LeAnn Tahsequah is a Junior 
at Elgin High School where she is very 
invested with her Comanche language 
class and the Comanche Nation Youth 
program.
 In her Comanche Language 
class, she has excelled in her language 
learning skills and is ambitious to keep 
learning her language. Along with the 
language, she has learned about her 
culture, my ancestors, and their ways 
of life before and after colonization, all 
the way to contemporary tribal politics 
with the Comanche Nation. Learning 
all this has helped her learn her iden-
tity and allowed her to go home and 
share the skills she has learned with 
her family.
 “This class has inspired me 
to want to continue to acquire the nec-
essary tools to educate those around 
me about our cultural ways as indig-
enous people” said Tahsequah. 
 In her time with the Coman-
che Nation Youth Program, she has 
learned the duties and responsibilities 
of working with the younger Coman-
che generation and how important it 
is to pass on cultural traditions so the 
identity of the Comanche people will 
continue to grow strong. Working with 
the program has also taught her about 
her cultural ways of life. 
 In the youth program, she 
had the opportunity to educate the Co-
manche children in how to be active 
not only with culture but also being 
active to maintain a healthy lifestyle 
and break patterns that were created 
from intergenerational trauma. 
 Tahsequah’s goal for the 
rest of her high school career is to be 
more involved with Comanche youth 
and not only to teach them to be more 
involved with their culture but to love 
their culture and who they are so they 
don’t struggle as much when they be-
come adults with their identity, as well 
as helping her community to be more 
culturally aware.
 After high school, she in-
tends to attend Fort Lewis College and 
major in psychology. 
 “I want to become a sub-
stance abuse counselor and help indig-
enous people get away from the drugs 
and alcohol killing off LeAnn Tahse-
quah people daily,” Tahsequah said.

Meet the 2022-2023 
IAM NDN Princess, 
LeAnn Tahsequah

gency assistance in housing improve-
ment, optometry, and prescription as-
sistance, to name a few.
 Austin said she would like 
to see more assistance in prevention 
and recovery.
 “I would like to touch in 
depth with Prevention and Recovery 
because that is a big concern. I want 
to offer more assistance here,” Austin 
said.
 As the director, Austin add-
ed she wants to offer classes at the 
center, from cultural to helping tribal 
members become self-sufficient.
 “In all the years I worked in 
the tribe’s Workforce, I have been a 
big advocate for people to become 
more self-sufficient. I want to offer 
my areas of expertise regarding work 

search, resume building, and other 
areas to help our tribal members be-
come more self-sufficient. I would 
also like informational classes here 
to help build the nation through tra-
ditional knowledge, like Comanche 
language classes and bead working,” 
she said.
 “On the health side, offer in-
formation about diabetes awareness, 
have a flu shot clinic, and the car seat 
program. This will also be a polling 
site for tribal members to vote in our 
elections. We also want to help when 
it is time for Student Services to help 
our tribal students and to have school 
supplies here,” Austin added.
 For more information about 
the assistance offered at the outreach 
office, call (405) 974-9631.

OKC OUTREACH
Continued from Page 1

Photo by Heaven Williams/News Staff Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff 

CHARTER TEACHER RECEIVES MASTERS FROM OKLAHOMA UNIVERSITY. On January 12, 
students and colleagues gathered for language and culture curriculum specialist Gail Burgess’ surprise 
graduation ceremony at Comanche Academy charter school. She graduated with a master’s in Indig-
enous People’s Law from Oklahoma University. As for continuing her education, Burgess said she had 
been encouraged to get her doctorate. Burgess said she’s considering continuing higher education. 

The Comanche Nation 
Offices will be closed 

February 20 
for 

President’s Day
Offices will re-open February 21 for 

regular business.
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Culinary Corner/ Fun Page
February Pick-Up Schedule for the Comanche Nation Food Distribution Greek Spaghetti with Chicken

Ingredients
1 Package (16 ounces) 
of Spaghetti, broken into 
2-inch pieces
4 cups cooked cubed chick-
en breast
2 packages frozen chopped 
spinach, thawed and 
squeezed dry 
2 cans condensed cream of 
chicken soup, undiluted
1 cup of mayonnaise 
1 cup of sour cream 
3 stalks of chopped celery 
1 small chopped onion 
½ Cup chopped green pep-
per 
1 jar diced pimientos, 
drained 
½ Teaspoon lemon pepper 
seasoning 
1 cup shredded Monterey 
Jack cheese 
½ Cup soft bread crumbs 
½ Cup shredded Parmesan 
cheese 

Directions 
1. Cook spaghetti ac-
cording to package directions; 
drain. Return spaghetti to 
saucepan. Stir in the chicken, 
spinach, soup, mayonnaise, 
sour cream, celery, onion, 
green pepper, pimientos, and 
lemon pepper. 
2. Transfer to a greased 
13x9-inch baking dish. Top 
with Monterey jack cheese, 
bread crumbs, and Parmesan 
cheese. Bake, uncovered, at 
350 degrees for 25-30 minutes 
or until heated through. 

Comanche Word Jumble answer key 

DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Tax Return Preparation

Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 
for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.

  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   
REASONABLE PREP FEES

Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455
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2023 Comanche County2023 Comanche County
High School Basketball TournamentHigh School Basketball Tournament

(Girls)(Girls)

Becky BurgessBecky Burgess
Indiahoma High SchoolIndiahoma High School

Morgan CurryMorgan Curry
Sterling High SchoolSterling High School

Ona JohnsonOna Johnson
Indiahoma High SchoolIndiahoma High School

McKenzie HuffmanMcKenzie Huffman
Geronimo High SchoolGeronimo High School

Jessie OtotivoJessie Ototivo
Walters High SchoolWalters High School

Ashlyn CliftAshlyn Clift
Sterling High SchoolSterling High School

Tatum BurgessTatum Burgess
Indiahoma High SchoolIndiahoma High School

Chrissa GomezChrissa Gomez
Geronimo High SchoolGeronimo High School

Tayah Kaudle-KaulayTayah Kaudle-Kaulay
Indiahoma High SchoolIndiahoma High School

Alison DalyAlison Daly
Geronimo High SchoolGeronimo High School

Abbey HuffmanAbbey Huffman
Geronimo High SchoolGeronimo High School

Emily MartinezEmily Martinez
Indiahoma High SchoolIndiahoma High School

Photos by Paula Karty/News Staff
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COME PLAY WITH US!COME PLAY WITH US!

ComancheNationEntertainment.com
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ATTENTION COMANCHE 
TRIBAL MEMBERS

TRUST LAND OFFERING
ALLOTTEE:  808 U   no. 009500

 
DESCRIPTION OF FRACTIONATED LAND

    SEC TOWNSHIP RANGE 
COUNTY ST MERIDIAN 4

002.OOW  TILLMAN OKLA INDIAN
 

30/90 OF 156.79 ACRES.      $76,000
 

CONTACT INFO:    
KGB2913@AOL.COM

 
15/90  OF 156.79 IS ALSO 

AVAILABLE IF INTERESTED.
 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE-
RIOR

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS
Paid Advertisement

from the Comanche Nation PIO/Newsfrom the Comanche Nation PIO/News
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2023 Comanche County2023 Comanche County
High School Basketball TournamentHigh School Basketball Tournament

(Boys)(Boys)

Jade KetchumJade Ketchum
Fletcher High SchoolFletcher High School

Jalen LeGrandJalen LeGrand
Chattanooga High SchoolChattanooga High School

JJ McClungJJ McClung
Indiahoma High SchoolIndiahoma High School

Joesyah JohnsonJoesyah Johnson
Indiahoma High SchoolIndiahoma High School

Joseph McCarthyJoseph McCarthy
Geronimo High SchoolGeronimo High School

Connor DalyConnor Daly
Geronimo High SchoolGeronimo High School

Scotty MillerScotty Miller
Geronimo High SchoolGeronimo High School

Nate AndersonNate Anderson
Sterling High SchoolSterling High School

Evan WauquaEvan Wauqua
Chattanooga High SchoolChattanooga High School

Coach McClungCoach McClung
Indiahoma High SchoolIndiahoma High School

Serigo MaldonadoSerigo Maldonado
Geronimo High SchoolGeronimo High School

Christian LarueChristian Larue
Fletcher High SchoolFletcher High School

Trento LocklearTrento Locklear
Indiahoma High SchoolIndiahoma High School

Photos by Paula Karty/News Staff
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Military News
Submitted by Kevin Pohawpatchoko/CIVA

Funeral and Honor 
Guard Detail 

Ronald Parker 

Courtesy Photo

Captain Ronald Parker 
U.S. Army 

 On December 19, 
2022, a Funeral and Honor 
Guard Detail was provided for 
the family of Ronald Parker at 
the Comanche Nation Com-
plex, Watchetaker Hall. Offici-
ating the service was Rev. Jay 
Mule. 
 Parker served as the 
Photographer and Historian 
with the Comanche Indian 
Veterans Association (CIVA) 
as he loved taking pictures of 
all CIVA activities and keep-
ing and maintaining CIVA 
Historical documents.
 He served in the 
U.S. Army between Nov. 21, 
1967, to February 17, 1971, 
and earned the rank of Cap-
tain. Parker completed his 
Basic Combat Training at Fort 
Polk, La. and Advanced Indi-
vidual Training as a Field Ar-
tilleryman, completed Officer 
Candidate School at Fort Sill, 
commissioned a 2nd Lieuten-
ant on Nov., 21, 1967, and 
served at Fort Carson, Colo., 
with the 5th Infantry Division. 
 Parker served dur-
ing the  Vietnam War between 
June, 1968, and Jan., 1970, as 
an Artillery Forward Observer 
with the 1st Battalion, 28th In-
fantry, 1st Infantry Division.
 His awards include 
six Campaign Stars, awarded 
the Bronze Star with/Valor 
Device for heroism (as noted 
on his DD 214), also award-
ed the Bronze Star twice for 
meritorious service, Nation-
al Defense Service Medal, 
Vietnam Service Medal w/6 
Campaign Stars, Vietnam Gal-
lantry Cross w/Palm and Viet-
nam Campaign w/1960 De-
vice and three Overseas Bars, 
discharged at Fort Sill while 
serving with the 2nd Battalion, 
31st Field Artillery, 4th Army, 
earned honorary title of Numu 
Pukutsi.
 At the request of the 
family, CIVA Color Guards 
led the procession with the 
U.S., Comanche Nation, U.S. 
Army, State of Oklahoma and 
CIVA flags. Parker’s military 
bio was read, Comanche Na-
tion Police provided a firing 
detail and fired a round of 
three volley salute. Taps was 
sounded as his casket flag was 
presented and folded by the 
U.S. Army Honor Detail. The 
Comanche Nation flag was 
also folded and presented to 
his daughter.

January CIVA 
Monthly Meeting

 On January 5, CIVA 
held its 1st meeting for 2023.  
CIVA Co-Chaplain, Monah 
David, opened with a prayer 
and the CIVA Princess, Arlene 
Schonchin, led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Opening remarks 
were made by CIVA Com-
mander, Kevin Pohawpatcho-
ko, who thanked the Veterans, 
Princess, and the Auxiliary for 
their dedication for making 
FY22 a successful year. 
 Birthday recogni-

tions were made to CIVA Vet-
erans, George RedElk, Mark 
Davis and Auxiliary members, 
Suzanne Patterson and Lisa 
Pawlowski. 
 The monthly meal 
was provided by Auxiliary 
members, Christine Arm-
strong, and Suzanne Patterson. 
After the meal, a roll call was 
conducted by CIVA Secretary, 
Dominic Pawlowski, and a 
quorum was established. 
 The November Min-
utes, Treasure Report and the 
Veterans and Auxiliary reports 
were presented and approved. 
Old Business and New Busi-
ness was discussed for the up-
coming fiscal year. 
 VA proposes rule 
that would waive co-pays for 
eligible Native American and 
Alaska Native Veterans 
WASHINGTON — The De-
partment of Veterans Affairs 
proposed a rule that would 
waive copayments incurred 
on or after Jan. 5, 2022, for 
eligible American Indian and 
Alaska Native Veterans. Upon 
publication of the notice, there 
will be a 30-day period for the 
public to provide comments 
on this rulemaking. VA will 
review the comments and de-
velop the final rule. 
 If finalized as pro-
posed, eligible American Indi-
an and Alaska Native Veterans 
who have submitted appropri-
ate documentation to the VA 
would no longer be required 
to pay copays for health care 
services. 
 The intent of this pol-
icy is to encourage Veterans 
to seek regular primary care 
treatment, which can yield 
better health outcomes. Co-
payments for more than three 
visits to community-based ur-
gent care in any calendar year 
would still be required, as for 
all Veterans. Follow-up care 
provided by a VA-authorized 
primary care provider would 
be exempt from co-pays.
  In addition, VA is 
proposing to make this co-
payment exemption retroac-
tive to Jan. 5, 2022. If finalized 
as proposed, eligible Ameri-
can Indian and Alaska Native 
Veterans would be reimbursed 
for any co-payments paid on 
or after Jan. 5, 2022, upon 
submission of their official 
documentation to the Veteran 
Health Administration. 
 “American Indian 
and Alaska Native Veterans 
have played a vital role in the 
defense of the United States as 
members of the Armed Forc-
es for more than 200 years,” 
said VA Secretary Denis Mc-
Donough. “This rule makes 
health care more accessible 
and allows us to better deliver 
to these Veterans the care and 
health benefits that they have 
earned through their coura-
geous service.”
 This regulation im-
plements a requirement in the 
Johnny Isakson and David P. 
Roe, M.D. Veterans Health 
Care and Benefits Improve-
ment Act of 2020 Public Law 
116-315 , signed Jan. 5, 2021.
 Learn about VA benefits and 
programs for American Indian 
and Alaska Native Veterans 
and information about VA’s 
recognition of Tribal Organi-
zations for purposes of claim 
representation.

L. HOMANA PAWIKI
Tribal Government Relations 
Specialist | Pacific District 
(AZ, NM) Continental District 
(CO, UT)
U.S. Department of Veterans 
Affairs | Office of Public and 
Intergovernmental Affairs
810 Vermont Avenue, NW | 
Washington, DC 20420

Phone:  (928) 776-5306 | Cell: 
(928) 308-3615 | Email: lorae.
pawiki@va.gov
Website: http://www.va.gov/
TRIBALGOVERNMENT/
 The attached AR48 
Proposed rule on the co-pay 
exemption for AI/AN Veterans 
is published in the federal reg-
ister.
  Link to the Fed-
eral Register published rule:  
https://www.federalregister.
gov/d/2023-00364.

Service Member 
Spotlight 

 Please keep Tenny-
son and Darci Kerchee in your 
prayers as Tennyson is being 
deployed to Lithuania with 
Charlie Battery 3rd Battalion, 
16th Field Artillery Regiment, 
2nd Armored Brigade Combat 
Team, 1st Cavalry Division.
 Attached is Kerchee’s 
biography as his service con-
tribution will be updated. 

Courtesy Photo

Tennyson Ray Kerchee  
SSG, U.S. Army 

 Tennyson Ray 
Kerchee, SSG, U.S.A 2008 
(April, 1, 2008 - present), War 
on Terrorism (Iraq) w/B Bat-
tery, 3rd Battalion, 82nd field 
Artillery, 2nd Brigade, 1st 
Cavalry Division from Janu-
ary 2009 to December, 2009 at 
Forward Operating Base War-
rior near Kirit, Iraq and from 
July-November 2011 at Joint 
Base Balad, Iraq, took his Ba-
sic Combat Training and Ad-
vanced Individual Training, 
as a Cannon Crewman at Fort 
Sill, has been stationed at Fort 
Hood, Texas, during his entire 
enlistment, scheduled to re-
deploy to Afghanistan in June 
2013, completed the Basic 
Leaders and Warrior Leader 
Courses, Korea rotation 2015 
and 2017, Recruiting duties 
from September 2019 - March 
2022 in Shawnee, Okla.  Sta-
tioned back at Fort Hood, Tex-
as 2022 and currently on his 
6th rotation to Lithuania.
 His awards include: 
the Combat Action Badge, 
Army Commendation, Army 
Achievement (5), Good Con-
duct, National Defense Ser-
vice, Iraq Campaign w/2 
Bronze Service Star and 
GWOT Medals, the Army Ser-
vice, Overseas w/numeral 2 
and NCO Professional Devel-
opment Ribbons and the Meri-
torious Unit Citation.

Comanche Warriors 
War-time Service:

 One Comanche 
served (for the U.S. Military) 
during the Indian Wars (1790-
1890)

Courtesy Photo

Indian War medal

 One Comanche 
served during the Spanish- 
American War (1898)

Courtesy Photo

Spanish-American War 
medal

 A total of 62 Coman-
ches served during World War 
I (1917-18), 23 in France, Ita-
ly, Germany and England.

Courtesy Photo

World War I medal

 A total of 218 Co-
manches served during World 
War II (1941-45)

Courtesy Photo

World War II medals

 A total of 143 Co-
manches served during the 
Korean War (1950-53)

Courtesy Photo

Korean War medals

 A total of 343 Co-
manches served during the 
Vietnam War (1962-73)

Courtesy Photo

Vietnam War medals

 A total of 103 Co-
manches served during the 
Gulf War (1990-91)

Courtesy Photo

Gulf War medals

 A total of 108 Co-
manches served during the Af-
ghanistan (2001-21) and Iraqi 
(2003-11) Wars, War on Terror 
Campaign. 

Courtesy Photo

Afghanistan Iraqi War 
medals

Comanche Nation 
Veteran Information 

Needed
 The Comanche In-
dian Veterans Association 
are updating the Comanche 
Veterans Master List. If you 
are an Honorably Discharged 
Veteran and you would like 
your military service updat-
ed and documented, please 
email Kevin Pohawpatchoko 
at k_pohawpatchoko@yahoo.
com. Your military service 
history, documents, records, 
photographs and your DD-
214 will be forwarded to Dr. 
Bill Meadows, Missouri State 
University, Department of So-
ciology-Anthropology/Native 
American Studies. He and his 
staff will digitize your military 
documents and update our Co-
manche Veterans Master List. 
Our Comanche Veterans mili-
tary history and documents 
received will also help in the 
event of a Veterans passing. In 
closing, this is voluntary for 
the Comanche Nation Veter-
ans and their families.  

Trento LocklearTrento Locklear
Indiahoma High SchoolIndiahoma High School
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Follow the 
Comanche 

Nation Public 
Information 

Office on Social 
Media:

The Comanche 
Nation News

TCNNPIO

comanchenationpio

@thecomanchenation-
news

People, Places, &Things Happening

Dear TCNN
Letter to the Editor
Dear TCNN,

A Proposed Council Resolution 
for a HUD Elder Housing Project

01/19/23
 Another Project to add to 
the list of 14 Proposed Council Reso-
lutions:
15. The Council directs the CBC to 
hire a consultant to develop a HUD 
Section 202 Elder Housing Project 
Application/Proposal.
 The CBCs should work with 
the Council to do positive projects, 
like a Housing Project for about 15 
units for homeless Elders. A Coun-
cil Resolution and Referendum Vote 
would support this Project if passed.
Notice of Funds Available (NOFA) 
and a deadline is printed in the Fed-
eral Register for free federal funds.
Gene Pekah, Daniel Moore, and I did 
one in 1989 that was fundable but not 
approved because of the location by 

the ballpark, which did not exist then. 
The cost of the project was $777,000 
of free federal grant funds. The cost 
is more than twice that amount now.  
 Ask Gene or Daniel, who 
stayed up two nights in a row without 
sleep to meet the deadline. We need-
ed a different location (possibly the 
trust land North of the Police Station, 
which we may be able to purchase). 
And to revise the proposal and resub-
mit it. Trump took the funding away 
from the Section 202 Programs and 
the CDBG grants. We should buy 
land for funding and resubmit the 
proposal if funding is available now.
The City of Lawton had to resubmit 
its 202 proposals twice to get them 
funded at the 10th and C locations. 
Lawton has another 202 Elder Hous-
ing Units at 1505 SW 11th. In ad-
dition, if there is money for CDBG 
grants available, we should hire 

someone for our Capital Improve-
ment Program. A person who can 
do these types of HUD proposals. 
We have lost millions by not doing 
CDBG grants for the past 30 or more 
years.
 The CN Housing Author-
ity Director is familiar with a Sec-
tion 202 program for the Choctaws. 
Talked with him about this proposed 
project at an Elder Council Meeting 
on April 5, 2022. The project requires 
setting up a board. Maybe the Hous-
ing Authority Board, the Elder
  Council Board or set up a 
new board. Must contract with an ar-
chitect to do the drawings to provide 
for the units, an office, and handicap 
access.
 The Grants Director & 
Computer Specialist has worked on 
the submission of federal propos-
als. She is familiar with the Federal 

Register and federal submission pro-
cedures. If a proposal is not funded, 
it can be revised and re-submitted 
until approved, like the City of Law-
ton. Right now, no one is working on 
this elder project. If not placed on 
our council agenda in April 2023, we 
will have lost another year. We could 
have revised & resubmitted to help 
our elders 33 years ago. I still have a 
copy of the 1989 proposal but not the 
architectural drawings. Changes by 
HUD need to be reviewed. An eco-
nomic or grant planning staff may be 
able to do this project if hired.
NOTE: We never owned 100% of the 
empty Water Park or the empty build-
ing next to it, but we paid for both 
constructions. Remember the KCA 
Bingo at the Ft. Sill Indian School 
Gym, which we operated for a few 
years starting in 1989? The Coman-
ches operated the Bingo with an 

agreement with the KCA. Most of 
the profits were used to fund the KCA 
Executive Office and staff until Paul 
Mercer, the CEO, was convicted of 
stealing. When we operated the Bin-
go, not one penny went to an outsider 
except Paul Mercer. We own part 
of the gym, not 100%, like the wa-
ter park and the building. We could 
start a Bingo somewhere else, but 
it must be on trust land with a good 
location and have a building, and the 
Nation must own it or make another 
agreement with the KCAiLUC. Re-
member the torn tent to expand the 
Lawton Casino? The tent could not 
be repaired and given away, and the 
aluminum was sold for scrap.

Thomas Narcomey
Comanche Member

LOCKHART VOTED SEN-
SATIONAL CITIZEN. Trib-
al member Lennox Lock-
hart was voted as the second 
grade’s  Sensational Citizen 
of the second quarter. He is 
a direct descendant of Qua-
nah Parker and the great 
grandson of Ann and Marsey 
Mahsetky. Lockhart enjoys 
playing soccer and basket-
ball leagues and makes good 
grades in school. 

Courtesy Photo

A New Report Highlights Alarming Incarceration 
Rates of Native People in the U.S. 

 Native people are dispropor-
tionately incarcerated in the United 
States. Several factors contribute to 
a history of federal oppression and 
efforts to erode Native culture, a se-
ries of federal laws that rejected tribal 
justice systems in place long before 
European contact, historical trauma 
that has a lasting impact on the physi-
cal and mental well-being of Native 
people, a complicated jurisdictional 
structure that pulls Native people 
further into justice involvement, and 
a deficiency of representation for the 
accused in tribal courts. Although 
people accused of a crime in tribal 
courts are afforded the right to coun-
sel, tribal governments are not con-
stitutionally required to provide ap-
pointed counsel for the indigent. As a 
result, there are uncounseled convic-
tions in tribal courts used against Na-
tive people in state and federal sys-
tems.
 There are 574 federally rec-
ognized tribal governments in the 
United States, each with its own cul-
ture, sovereign government, the jus-
tice system, and historical relationship 
with the United States government. 
For this reason, interventions meant 
to address the over-incarceration of 
Native people should start at the trib-
al level. Tribes could impact disparity 
on a national level by providing sup-
portive and restorative services for 
those involved in their own justice 
systems. Tribes could impact dispari-
ties by providing public defender ser-
vices, in particular, the holistic public 
defense that employs a restorative 
approach. A holistic model of public 
defense addresses the issues that con-
tribute to people’s involvement in the 
criminal justice system and the collat-
eral consequences of criminal charges 

and convictions. Providing services 
that address underlying needs results 
in improved life outcomes that pre-
dictably result in less criminal justice 
involvement. This article highlights 
the Tribal Defenders Office (TDO) 
for the Confederated Salish and Koo-
tenai Tribes which has implemented 
holistic defense in a tribal setting.
 Initially modeled after the 
Bronx Defenders, the Tribal Defend-
ers’ holistic defense practice aligns 
with tribal values by going beyond 
the criminal case to view the accused 
as a whole person with a range of le-
gal and social support needs that if 
left unmet will continue to push them 
back into the criminal justice system. 
Over the years, the Tribal Defenders’ 
team has worked to integrate into the 
community, listen to feedback from 
clients and the community, and refine 
the program accordingly. Through 
twelve years of integrated practice, 
TDO staff learned several lessons 
that have shaped their success: ser-
vices come first, invest in culturally 
relevant research and services, listen 
to clients and the community, and ad-
here to cultural safety.
 Although the article pro-
motes the holistic defense of the in-
digent as a solution to inequities fac-
ing justice-involved Native people, 
it also highlights other promising 
practices. Tribal systems have access 
to national organizations that sup-
port their efforts to address criminal 
justice challenges. There are tribal 
courts, victim services, probation 
departments, and reentry programs 
that have taken traditional restorative 
principles and applied them in inno-
vative ways to promote healing, well-
ness, and community safety.

Data shows incarceration rates for native people are up to sev-
en times higher than for white people

Submitted by The John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation 

MMIW Movement Must Tell the Truth about 
Missing and Murdered Indian Men 

Males make up the majority of missing and murdered Indian persons

 Reports from the Depart-
ment of Justice and the Centers for 
Disease Control reveal that men and 
boys represent a majority of missing 
and murdered Indian persons.
 In 2022, the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice NamUs database 
revealed that 79 American Indians 
or Alaska Natives were reported as 
missing. A majority of these persons 
were men or boys: 42 males and 37 
females.
 The Centers for Disease 
Control reports that 75% of all Indian 
homicide victims are males. Nearly 
identical percentages of male and 
female Native Americans have expe-
rienced intimate partner violence in 
their lifetimes: 81.6% of males and 
84.3% of females, according to the 
Department of Justice.
 In Washington State, for 
example, 27 American Indians went 
missing from 2000 to 2022: 13 males 
and 14 females. One of these persons 
was Matthew Dean, a member of the 
Makah Indian Tribe. He was last seen 
on January 14, 2020. Matthew Dean 
remains missing to this day.
 In response, Washington 
Attorney General Bob Fergu-
son established the “Washing-
ton State Murdered and Missing 
Indigenous Women and People 
(MMIWP) Task Force”. Take note 
of the group’s name -- no mention 
of “men,” only the de-gendered 
term, “people.” 

Courtesy Photo

 HOLLIJO HARVEY 
SELECTED FOR THE CADDO 
COUNTY ALL-TOURNAMENT 
BASKETBALL TEAM. HolliJo 
Koassachony Harvey is the daugh-
ter of Wendy Koassechony Harvey 
and Jordan Harvey, grand-daugh-
ter of Keith and Ann Koassechony, 
Aniol, and the late Joe Harvey, is 
a freshman at Boone Apache High 
School. 

 Accordingly, the most 
recent report of the Task Force 
highlights “women” 80 times, and 
mentions “men” only seven times. 
The report acknowledges that ho-
micide is the “fifth leading cause 
of death for Indigenous men,” but 
artfully omits the fact that homi-
cide is the seventh leading cause 
of death for Indian females. 
 Revealing that disparity 
would expose the inconvenient 
truth that homicide is a greater 
problem for Indian men.
 Following the recent 
meeting of the Washington State 
Task Force, one media account 
stated, “Murder is the third-
leading cause of death among 
American Indian and Alaska Na-
tive women, and Seattle has the 
highest number of missing and 
murdered Indigenous women and 
girls of American cities based on 
available data”.
 In years past, govern-
ment officials and media ac-
counts turned American Indians 
into non-persons. The travesty of 
discrimination continues to the 
present day, but with a new twist. 
Erasing the existence of missing 
and murdered boys and men is 
sexist, unfair, and wrong.
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Milestones
Happy Belated Birthday! 

January 8 - David Rocha
January 8 - Unsee Chasenah
January 15 - Gino Freselli
January 23 - Nami Chappelle
January 24 - Sierra Chase-
nah
January 28 - Kyrian LoRenz 
Aitson
January 31 - Angelina Garcia
 

Happy Birthday! 

February - Eric DeLoera
February - Kaleb Morris
February 1 - Julia Rossitti
February 1 - Mashall 
“Chubs” Kerchee
February 2 - Lomsi Black
February 2- Rosie Motah
February 5 - Nancy Nauni
February 5 - Antonio Garri-
son “Happy 18th Birthday!”
February 7 - Jake Beasley
February 9 - Khloe Goombi 
“Happy 14th Birthday Baby! 
Love, your family!”
February 9 - Thomasina 
Rose Akoneto
February 9 - Tarah L. Kom-
ah Ahhaitty
February 10 - Richard L. 
Komah
February 10 - Derek Harjo 
Jr.
February 11 - Richard Park-
er Sr.
February 11 - Nicholas How-
ard Whitewolf
February 16 - Elias Young-
man
February 17 - Lillene Suina
February 18 - Dean Toppah
February 23 - Gary Chase-
nah Sr.  
February 24 - Edwin Akone-
to
February 24 - Norman Nau-
ni, Jr.
February 25 - Gabriel Dalby
February 26 - Lennox Lock-
hart

Happily Engaged
December 23, 2022

Congratulations!
Thomasina Akoneto and 

Zachariah Quetone

Happy 8th Birthday
Lennox Lockhart

February 26

Happy 26th Birthday
Eric DeLoera

February

Happy 5th Birthday
Derek Harjo Jr. “Baby Dee”

February 10
~ Love, Mom & Dad.

Happy Belated Birthday
David Rocha “Dad”

January 8
~ I pray that this year would be 

filled with joy, peace, and love. Hope 
you have a Blessed birthday. Love, 

your daughter Latrice. 

Happy 7th Birthday
Elias Youngman

February 16
~ Happy Birthday Bubba! We love 

you! From Mom and sisters. 

Happy 8th Birthday
Dean Toppah
February 18

Larney and Lisa Silverhorn
February 23

Celebrating 33 years of marriage!

Happy Belated 4th Birthday
Gino Freselli
January 15

~ Mommy & Daddy love you so so 
so much! Happy Belated Birthday

Angelina Garcia Aka “Nina”
January 31

Love always, your big sister Latrice.  

Happy 71st Birthday
Richard Parker Sr.

February 11
~From your family with Love.

Happy 14th Birthday
Gabriel Dalby  
February 25

~From Mom, Jay, Riley, Nahmee all 
love you!

Happy Birthday
Lomsi Black
February 2

Happy Birthday
Julia Rossitti
February 1

Happy Belated Birthday
Sierra Chasenah

January 24

Happy Belated Birthday
Nami Chappelle

January 23

Happy Belated Birthday
Unsee Chasenah

January 8

Happy 11th Birthday
Kaleb Morris

February
~Momma and Daddy love you.

Happy Belated 4th Birthday
Kyrian LoRenz Aitson

January 28

Happy Birthday
Nicholas Howard Whitewolf

February 11
~Love Mom Vanessa, Dad Kenny, 

siblings and nephew Kenneth James. 

Happy Birthday
Marshall “Chubs” Kerchee

February 1

Happy 12th Birthday
Jake Beasley
February 7

~We love you from your family. 

Happy Birthday
Thomasina Rose Akoneto

February 9
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Obituaries
Judy Thompson 

Courtesy Photo

Thompson
 The beautiful Judy Thomp-
son went on to be with her Heavenly 
Father, husband and son on the morn-
ing of November 9, 2022 due to mul-
tiple health conditions. 
 She was preceded in death 
by her beloved husband, Charles 
Thompson and her wonderful son, 
William Bud Thompson. 
 She is survived by and deep-
ly missed by her grandson Charles 
Thompson II, who she raised as her 
own son and his wife Angela Thomp-
son along with their children, Aubrey 
& William Reed Thompson. 
 Thompson was an amazing 
lady with an amazing personality. 
She lit up a room and could strike 
up a conversation with anyone as if 
they were old friends. Don’t think she 
ever met a stranger. She kept a metic-
ulously clean house and took amaz-
ing care of her family. She wasn’t 
a stranger to hard work. She was a 
proud member of the Comanche Na-
tion. She loved helping her husband 
tend to their yard and help with live-
stock. She was a loved Wife, Mother 
and Granny. She will be tremendous-
ly missed forever. 

Gloria Ann Sayerwinnie

Courtesy Photo

Sayerwinnie
 Gloria Ann Sayerwinnie, 
age 57, passed away November 17, 
2022 in Oklahoma City. Sayerwinnie 
was born March 13, 1965, in Anadar-
ko, Okla., to Elmer and Lynda Sayer-
winnie. 
 Sayerwinnie was a beauti-
ful woman and full of life. She loved 
all her children and grand kids, she 
enjoyed seeing them and spending 
quality time with each of her grand-
children and Great granddaughter. 
She was all they had and they were 
all she had, she made sure each of 
her kids and grand kids knew that she 
loved them very much.
 Sayerwinnie, is survived by 
her five children, Dawanda Lynn Say-
erwinnie, Nathaniel James Hernan-
dez, Lena Ann Marquez, Raymond 
Allen Sayerwinnie, Candice Renae 
Guzman Sayerwinnie; 28 grand kids, 
Anita, Joanna, Lawrence (deceased), 
Teresa, Adrian, Gladis, little Nathan-
iel, Estrella, Rainflower(bunny), Pab-
lo, Gabriel, Frankie, Eliza, little Ray-
mond, Ariana, Mikey, Lluvia, Dulce, 
Ruby, Angel, Luis, Patricia, Anthony, 
Analicya, David(AJ), Catalina, Faith, 
Neveah; 1 great granddaughter, Esala 
Mae Gonzales; three surviving broth-
ers, Elmer, Raymond, Sydney; and 
two deceased sisters, Margie, Cece-
lia.

Leha Verdejo-Cruz
 Our Family has been devas-
tated with the loss of Leha Verdejo-
Cruz. She was a loving wife, mother, 
grandmother, sister, friend and not 
only a daughter but my daughter.
 On November 23, 2022, she 
took her last breath. She was just 58 
years old. She was born to Mary Pe-

kah Verdejo and Ismael Verdejo on 
April 30, 1964. She is survived by 
her three children: Giovanna Cruz, 
Gianinna Cruz and Chlea Colon. She 
leaves behind her devoted husband 
Ramon Cruz. 
 Cruz always made others 
laugh with her silliness and always 
showed love to whoever she came 
across. She loved playing salsa mu-
sic, getting her hair and nails done 
and spending time with her family 
and friends. She was a woman who 
loved deeply. There was never a dull 
moment with Cruz! Her cheerful and 
funny charisma will never be forgot-
ten and she will forever be in our 
memories.
 Cruz was one of my beloved 
children, who I, as her father always 
tried to lead her on the right path. I al-
ways tried to show her Unconditional 
LOVE, just as my father in Heaven 
has shown me. She knew of Christ 
Jesus and always tried to seek him! 
She lived in a constant eternal battle 
but she still refused to give up. She 
fought to hold on to her faith in Jesus 
and always spoke about how much 
she needed him. She never stopped 
trying but the battle wasn't hers 
to win. I believe that the Lord has 
shown her His Mercy and that she is 
at rest now.
 She was my beloved daugh-
ter who I will never forget and I know 
many of you won't forget her either.
 She will be greatly missed 
and she will forever be in our hearts!

Christopher Lynn 
Simmons 
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Simmons 
 Christopher Lynn Simmons, 
was called home to his Heavenly 
Father on November 30, 2022. Sim-
mons was born on December 18, 
1987, to Tommy Corriveau and Su-
zanne Simmons at the Lawton Indian 
Hospital in Lawton, Okla.
 Simmons attended his ear-
lier school years at Apache Public 
Schools. He later received his GED 
and completed two years at Cameron 
University, majoring in Physics. He 
continued his education and received 
his certificate and license in Medical 
Horticulture. He was a proud Coman-
che Tribal Member and even worked 
for the Comanche Firefighters. Sim-
mons’ fun, loving, silly spirit will be 
greatly missed.
 He is survived by his mother 
of Lawton; father of Colorado; Fian-
cé, Sierra Beaver of Pryor, Okla.; sis-
ter, Kandaniece “Kandi” Sadongei of 
Anadarko; brother, Bryan “Wayne” 
Simmons of Lawton; uncle, Gene 
Simmons of Apache; nephew, Easton 
Lee Hall of Anadarko; and count-
less aunts, uncles, grandparents, and 
cousins.
 He is preceded in death 
by grandparents, Clifton “Pete” 
Simmons, Lillian Yokesuite-Sim-
mons, Ronald Corriveau, Suzanne 
Neconie-Corriveau, Janelle Yoke-
suite-Mowatt, Winifred “Winnie” 
Yokesuite-Sovo, Sandra Davis, Lu-
ella Yokesuite, Clara Rose, Oscar 
Neconie, Oruille Neconie Sr., James 
Alfred Neconie, Charles Neconie, 
and Donna Davis; aunts and uncles, 
Diana Poemoceah, Richard Saupitty, 
Donald Sovo; cousins, Oliver “OJ” 
Poemoceah, Lauren “Soakie” Sim-
mons, and Jeffery Saupitty-McClung.

Patricia Ann Jones 
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Jones
 Patricia Ann Jones, went 
to be with her Heavenly Father on 
December 1, 2022. She was born to 
Robert and Bertha Gray on October 
19, 1931.
 Jones graduated from Law-
ton High School and attended Okla-
homa Baptist University in Shawnee, 
Okla. Over the years she worked for 
varies companies as a Retailer and 
Bank Teller. She took pride in being 
a home missionary for the Southern 
Baptist convention.
 She is survived by her four 
children: Cindy Yazza, Jayne Jones, 
Jerry Jones, and Julie Jones; along 
with many grandchildren and great 
grandchildren.
 She is preceded in death by 
her parents; brothers, Wallace Gray 
and Harold Gray; sister, Jean Mee-
cham. 
 Funeral Service was held 
December 9, 2022 at Comanche Na-
tion Funeral Home with Ross Pruitt 
officiating. Burial followed at High-
land Cemetery under the direction of 
Comanche Nation Funeral Home.

Tonya Marie Roulain
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Roulain
 Tonya Marie Roulain, 56, 
of Anadarko was called home on De-
cember 21, 2022, in Oklahoma City, 
Okla., surrounded by family after 
a nine month battle with Pancreatic 
Cancer. She was born to Jerry and 
Thrisha “Pat” Roulain on October 20, 
1966, in Lawton, Okla. She was the 
eldest of three children.
 She attended school in 
Anadarko and Gracemont, Okla. 
Afterwards she made her home in 
Anadarko. She was married to Kevin 
R. Clayton and to this union three 
children were born, Alicia, Jessica, 
and Kevin Jr. Later in life she wel-
comed another son, Kinion with her 
partner Donald “Stubby” Jarvis Jr.
 Throughout her adult years 
she held many jobs including Holly-
tex, Walmart, Curry’s, Amazon, and 
Traders Steakhouse where she met 
and made numerous lifelong friends. 
Her favorite of them all was working 
at and running Traders Steakhouse. 
Throughout working in the restau-
rant industry, she touched many, any, 
lives and was known to pretty much 
everyone as grandma Ton or Momma 
Ton. She never met a stranger and 
whole heartedly devoted her life to 
her children and grandchildren. She 
had the kindest heart and most beau-
tiful smile. She would help anyone 
that she could and would give you 

the shirt off her back if she felt you 
needed it more than her.
 She enjoyed going to the ca-
sinos with her special friends Linda 
Parton and Ricky Anderson. She 
loved to watch her grand kids play 
football and basketball and was their 
#1 fan all the way up until the end. 
She also enjoyed spending time with 
family and friends and cooking for 
any and everyone.
 She is preceded in death 
by her mother, Pat Roulain; daugh-
ter, Natasha Scott; partner, Donald 
“Stubby” Jarvis Jr.; maternal grand-
parents, Ruben and Rhoda White-
bead; paternal grandparents, Howard 
and Ruth Roulain; uncles, Dennis 
Roulain, Howard “Sunshine” Rou-
lain, David “Pete” Whitebead; aunt, 
Roberta Smith; and grandchildren, 
Kevin Luck and Bobby Jr.
 She leaves to cherish her 
memory her children, Alicia and An-
thony, Jessica and Bobby, Cheyenne 
and Sanina all of Oklahoma City, 
Kinion and Kevin Jr. of Anadarko; 
bonus sons, J.J. and Jeremy Vance 
of Anadarko and Aaron Rhodes 
of Oklahoma City; grandchildren, 
Devin, Trenton, Senee, Amare, Kei-
ley, Jacoby, Jeremy, Attikus, Anthony 
Jr., Autumn, Kyrie, Adrian, Aven, and 
Alyssa; great granddaughter, Athena; 
one brother, Joel Roulain; one sister, 
Chassie Roulain; aunts, Verna Castil-
lo, Lahoma Spray, LaRonda Roulain, 
Rolanda Blackburn, Charlene Tre-
vino; uncles, Matthew Whitebead, 
Frank Roulain, and Bennie Roulain; 
nieces and nephews, Cheston, Day-
sha, Novon, Zathia, Kade, Gavin, and 
Saulyer.
 Roulain loved and was 
loved by so many and will be missed 
by everyone who had the privilege to 
know her.
 Viewing was held at Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home in 
Lawton, Okla., on December 28, 
2022.
 Services was held on De-
cember 29, 2022 at Bethel Bap-
tist Church in Anadarko with Tom 
Worcester and Bobby Gonzales offi-
ciating. Interment was under the di-
rection of Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home at Murray Cemetery in Binger 
with a dinner to follow back at the 
church for family and friends.
 The family would like to 
thank everyone for their thoughts and 
prayers, kind words, memories and 
all the love shown throughout this 
difficult time.

Ronald Parker 
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Parker 
 Ronald Parker, of Lawton 
went his heavenly reward on Decem-
ber 12, 2022.
 Celebration of Life Service 
was December 19, 2022, at Watch-
etaker Hall with Rev. Jay Mule offici-
ating. Military honors followed after 
service at Watchetaker Hall.
 Parker was born on January 
8, 1944, in Indiahoma to Baldwin and 
Marquerite (Tahchawwickah) Parker 
Jr. He graduated from Indiahoma 
High School and then was attending 
college when he was drafted to the 
U.S. Army. 
  He was inducted to the 
Army on November 21, 1967, and 
was relieved from active duty on 
February 17, 1971, as a Captain.  He 
completed Basic Combat Training at 
Ft. Polk, La., and Advanced Individ-
ual Training, as a Field Artilleryman, 
completed Officer Candidate School 

at Ft. Sill, commissioned a 2LT on 21 
Nov 67, served at Ft. Carson, Colo., 
with the 5ID, volunteered for Viet-
nam, served in Vietnam from June, 
1968, to January, 1970, as a Artil-
lery Forward Observer with the 1st 
Battalion, 28th Infantry, 1st Inf Div, 
earned six Campaign Stars, awarded 
the Bronze Star with/Valor Device 
for heroism (as noted on his DD 214), 
also awarded the Bronze Star twice 
for meritorious service, National 
Defense Service Medal,  Vietnam 
Service Medal w/6 Campaign Stars, 
Vietnan Gallantry Cross w/Palm and 
Vietnam Campaign w/1960 Device 
and three Overseas Bars, discharged 
at Ft. Sill while serving with the 2nd 
Battalion, 31st Field Artillery, 4th 
Army, earned honorary title of Numu 
Pukutsi.
 Parker was a doting father 
and grandfather and spoiled every-
one especially his grandchildren.  
Parker would drop what he doing to 
take his grand kids and their friends 
anywhere they desired sometimes 
multiple times a day.  Parker loved to 
play bingo. 
 He was a proud full blood 
citizen of the Comanche Nation of 
Oklahoma and a great grandson of 
Chief Quanah Parker.  Parker was 
founder and director of the Quanah 
Parker Society, curator of Quanah 
Parker Museum in Quanah, Texas, 
and spent near 50 years brining Qua-
nah Parker legacy to Quanah, Texas.
 When he returned home in 
2015 Parker was appointed as the 
Photographer and Historian with the 
Comanche Indian Veterans Associa-
tion (CIVA) and was loved by all. He 
spent long hours downloading and 
making files for the pictures. Parker 
retired from Indian Health Services 
after 35 years of Service.  He worked 
Arizona, Alaska, Maryland, Denver 
and other places they needed IT sup-
port.
 He is survived by: four chil-
dren and their spouses: Cindy and 
Frank Famero, Daryl and Loretta 
Hebb; Kim Tunnell and Randy Sa-
linas; spouse Louella Parker; grand-
children: Prudencio, Noa, Francisco, 
Shiann, Mario, Quanah, Nieve, Jess, 
Buddy, Jacob, Ethan, Randall, Aus-
tin, Nelson, Allyssa, Sara, Rosalee, 
Gabriel; great grandchild Isla June; 
siblings: Jacquetta McClung, San-
dra Chestnut, Don Parker, Joyce 
McSwain, Ardith Leming, Debra 
Malone and Annette Tiddark.
 He is preceded in death 
by: daughter Winifred Parker Vana-
tta; parents Baldwin and Marguerite 
(Tahchawwickah) Parker Jr.; sib-
lings: Norma Guerrero, Harold Park-
er, Buster Parker, Timothy Parker 
and Vincent Parker; Paternal grand-
parents Baldwin and Nora (Koseche-
quetah) Parker Sr.; maternal grand-
parents Pete and Maggie (Niedo) 
Tahchawwickah Coffey.

A New Year’s Message From 
Heaven

I still hear the songs I still see the 
lights, I still feel your love on cold 

wintery nights.
I still share your hopes and all of 

your cares, I’ll even remind you to 
please say your prayers.

I just want to tell you, you still  make 
me proud, you stand head and shoul-

ders above all the crowd.
Keep trying each moment to stay in 
His grace, I came here before you to 

help set your place.
You don’t have to be perfect all of 

the time he forgives you if you con-
tinue to climb.

To my family and friends please be 
thankful, I’m still close beside you in 

a new special way.
I love you all dearly now don’t shed 
a tear, cause in heaven I’m spending 

New Years.



Call 405-829-1207

SALES-INSTALLATION-REPAIRS

SERVING OF ALL OF CADDO COUNTY,
FLETCHER, ELGIN AND LAWTON AREAS

Competitive Pricing on ALL Parts & Equipment

W & R MECHANICAL L.L.C

Heating and Air

 Duct Cleaning Services Blown Insulation

Native American Owned & Operated

Email: wrmechanical@gmail.com

We Accept Visa, Mastercard and Discover Cards
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UPDATE YOUR DESIGNATION 
OF BENEFICIARY

The Beneficiary form allows for you to choose the recipient of the 
remaining Per Cap and/or Elders funds that are allocated to you at 

the time of your death.  

Who can you choose?

More Than Banking, It’s Family!

877-585-4177 CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE-PRIDE

What happens if you do not choose a beneficiary and you die?

The estate law of Oklahoma will choose for you.  This will lead to a delay
in the payment of any outstanding allocations of per capita or elders to

your beneficiaries.

If you have questions about who to choose, contact your legal or 
financial advisor for assistance. If you would like to update your 
beneficiary designation information, contact Per Cap Assistance

 at (877)585-4177.

• Other Relatives
• Friends
• A trust
• A charity

• A Spouse
• Parents
• Children
• Grandchildren
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A Sweet Treat!
Saving For Your Future 
Has Never Been Easier! 
Open Your Comanche 
Pride Savings Account!

@cnb1901 CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE-PRIDE

Add CitySavers To 
Your Checking & 
Savings Accounts 
To Start Saving 

With Every Debit 
Card Swipe.

See Your Options Here!
CNB1901.com/

comanche-pride


