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Ft. Gordon Military Base Dedicates 
Building After Comanche Code 

Talker, Charles Chibitty
Cindy Famero 
Recognized as 

Parent of the Year 
by the OCIE

Courtesy Photo

Housing Authority 
Programs Reach 

Record Number of 
Tribal Members 

in 2022
CNHA programs reach more 

than 2,000 
Comanche Nation members 

Submitted by Comanche Nation Hous-
ing Authority Staff
 Comanche Nation Housing 
Authority (CNHA), a Comanche Na-
tion-affiliated organization that pro-
motes self-sufficiency and provides 
affordable, safe, and decent hous-
ing to low-income tribal members, 
reached more than 2,430 tribal mem-
bers in 2022 through its Elder Reha-
bilitation Program, Elder Outreach 
Program and Home Improvement 
Emergency Repair Program (HIP).
 “Our team, which includes 
the Comanche Nation Business 
Committee (CBC) and program staff, 
consistently innovates our programs 
and strategies in order to optimize 
our outreach,” Russell Sossamon, ex-
ecutive director of CNHA said. “This 
year we collectively recognized a 
dire need for each of these specific 
programs and made an effort to maxi-
mize our resources. We successfully 
doubled the number of tribal mem-
bers we reached throughout all three 
programs in 2022.” 
 CNHA assisted over 1,347 
Comanche Nation Elders in 2022, 
serving a total of 347 Elders through 
its Elder Rehabilitation Program and 
extending support to more than 1,000 
Elders through its Elder Outreach 
Program. Its HIP also provided ser-
vice to 1,083 tribal members, accom-
modating twice as many tribal mem-
bers as last year. 
 “Through our continued ef-
forts to serve our tribal members and 
community, we strive to prioritize 
our Elders,” Sossamon said. “Ensur-
ing they have convenient access to 
safe and functional housing, helps 
strengthen and unify our overall 
community.” 
 As one of CNHA’s new-
est programs, the Elder Outreach 
Program was first launched in late 
2021. It was founded in an effort to 
optimize the Elder Rehabilitation 
Programs outreach by streamlining 
the process for Elders to request as-
sistance. The program also provides 
Elders with support for general issues 
and tasks unrelated to housing. 
 The Elder Rehabilitation 
Program assists with a variety of re-
pair and construction services that 
enhance habitability, including hand-
icap accessibility services that per-
tain to wider doorways, wheelchair 
ramps, accessible showers, bathroom 
railing, handicapped toilets, and 
easy-use plumbing fixtures. 
 The program also includes 
upgrades and replacements to as-
sist with meeting safe and livable 
standards, including storm shelters, 
windows, roofs, siding, kitchen and 
bathroom cabinets, interior and exte-
rior doors, flooring, appliances, and 
electrical and plumbing fixtures. 
 The HIP assists with emer-
gency repairs that present an immedi-
ate threat to life and limb or excessive 
damage to property. The emergency 
repairs include plumbing, heating 

See HOUSING, Page 5
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PRINCESS AND 
BRAVE. The Coman-
che Academy Charter 
School announced its 
Princess and Brave 
during their pow-
wow, held Dec. 10, in 
Apache, Okla. TOP 
RIGHT: Yesenia Ait-
son, who in kindergar-
ten, won the Princess 
title, and is given a bou-
quet of flowers. BOT-
TOM RIGHT: Isaac 
Coosewoon-Lonewolf, 
who is also in kinder-
garten,  won the title of 
Brave for the academy. 
LEFT: Lonewolf and 
Aitson dance with their 
family and friends af-
ter being crowned the 
princess and brave.

 Cindy Famero was awarded 
the Parent of the Year Award at the 
43rd Annual Award Ceremony for 
Oklahoma Council for Indian Educa-
tion. The event was on Dec. 6, 2022,  
and was held at the Choctaw Casino 
and Resort in Durant, Okla.
 She said it was surprising 
and didn’t know she was nominated 
until she receiving an email that said 
she received Parent of the Year from 
the Oklahoma Council for Indian Ed-
ucation.
 “Floored, of course, because 
I’ve been in my own journey of edu-
cation and non-education through 
my early school years,” Famero said. 
“So, it was really an honor. I can only 
say it’s hard work, it’s commitment, 
it’s sustainability.”
  She said reading the letter of 
nomination from Kelly Berry was a 
big deal to her. Famero said he was 
humble, intelligent and gentle.
 “His kind words, two pages 
worth from the nomination letter, 
were really shocking because you 
never know whom you’ll influence; 
you never know what your path is 
shown to other people,” she said. “I 
expect that my light would shine light 
for others. I didn’t know that he was 
so affected, so that’s amazing to me.”
 Famero is the president of 
Cameron University NASA, Vice 
Chair of the State Chapter Miss-
ing and Murdered People, Director/
Founder of Warrior Woman Society, 
Founding Member of Comanche 
Academy, Founding Member of In-
digenous people’s Day of Lawton 
and Comanche County Woman of the 
Year in 2019. 
 She’s been in school since 
2008.
 “I am dedicated to the pur-
suit of education for all indigenous 
people,” Famero said. “I think we 
need to retake and unlearn the colo-
nial way of education that we’ve been 
taught so that we can go back and 
redo what’s been taken from us and 
really make it our own.”
 Famero said the Comanche 
Academy founded Comanche Acad-
emy Indigenous Charter School be-
cause they wanted to change what’s 
seen in textbooks.
 “It is Comanche centered. 
Most of the books have been vetted 
in place there by people that are In-
dian educators,” she said. “It is im-
portant for us to bring in our children 
and teach them about themselves by 
showing them in their own textbooks. 
It’s important to see that they are val-
id.”
 Famero said it could be dif-
ficult for teachers because they have 
been taught in a colonial setting and 
must learn and unlearn simultane-

Photos and Story by Natascha Mer-
cadante/News Staff

Famero
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Lena Chibitty McClung and her family, with Comanche Indian Veterans Association’s Vice Commander, John 
McClung, reveals the plaque that was dedicated to Comanche Code Talker Charles Chibitty on November 18, 
2022, in Ft. Gordon, Ga. 

  On Nov. 18, 2022, at Fort 
Gordon in Augusta, Ga., the family 
of CPL Charles Chibitty was awarded 
a plaque and had the 707th Military 
Intelligence Battalion 706th Military 
Intelligence Group building dedicat-
ed to him in honor of his hard work 
and dedication as a Comanche Code 
talker. The family donated the plaque 
to CIVA. The plaque states that the 
707th military intelligence battalion 
and 706th military intelligence group 
Chibitty Hall was given to the family 
of Corporal Charles Chibitty on the 
occasion of the dedication of Chibitty 
Hall “Holding on Good”.  
 The plaque states: “Corpo-
ral Charles Joyce Chibitty 20 Novem-
ber 1921- 20 July 2005. 
 CPL Chibitty, a Comanche 
Indian, entered military service on 2 
January 1941 and was assigned to 
the 4th Signal Company, 4th Infantry 
Division at Fort Benning, Georgia. 
Chibitty and 16 fellow Comanche 
completed training at the- Camp Gor-
don (Fort Gordon), Georgia, as Army 
radio operators and line repairmen. 

Returning to Fort Benning, they de-
veloped a secret code to prevent Ger-
man forces from deciphering U.S. 
military messages. In 1943, Chibitty 
and 13 other code talkers deployed to 
the European Theater with the 4th In-
fantry Division. Assigned to the 22nd 
Infantry Regiment, Chibitty landed at 
Utah Beach in Normandy, France on 
6 June 1944 and assisted combat op-
erations by sending coded messages 
to higher headquarters. He partici-
pated in numerous other operations, 
including the Battle of Hurtgen For-
est and the Battle of the Bulge be-
cause the Germans were not able to 
break their code.”
 “Our family was very hon-
ored to have been invited to partici-
pate in the dedication of Chibitty 
Hall to grandpa Charles Chibitty. The 
atmosphere during the unveiling was 
something I will never forget; such 
a proud moment for our Comanche 
people as well as the Chibitty and our 
family,” Lennetta Davenport said.
 Charles Chibitty
 Comanche Tribal member, 

Charles Chibitty, was born Nov. 20, 
1921. Chibitty grew up talking Co-
manche, but also in a time when so-
ciety strongly disapproved of Native 
American Culture and the language.
 On Jan. 2, 1941, Chibitty 
was enlisted in the Army along with 
16 other Comanche soldiers. They 
were all sent to Benning, Ga. For the 
next four years, Chibitty trained on 
the phone, radio, Morse code, and 
semaphore training and provided in-
valuable services as an Army code 
talker. 
 Chibitty was one of 13 men 
who landed on Utah Beach in Nor-
mandy, France, where he directed 
aircraft and Naval Gunfire. His first 
message was to another Comanche 
over the radio, stating, “five miles to 
the right of the designated area and 
five miles inland, the fight is fierce, 
and we need help!” 
 Chibitty participated in nu-
merous battles throughout Europe. 
His codes were never broken. He saw 
plenty of fighting during the landings 

See CHIBITTY, Page 14

See FAMERO, Page 5
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Mark Woommavovah

Email: Mark.Woommavovah@comanchenation.com
Vice Chairman

Dr. Cornel Pewewardy
Email: Cornel.Pewewardy@comanchenation.com

Secretary/Treasurer
John David Wahnee

Email: John.Wahnee@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 1

Hazel Tahsequah
Email: Hazel.Tahsequah@comanchenation.com

Committeeman No. 2
Ross Kahrahrah

Email: Ross.Kahrahrah@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 3

Alice Kassanavoid
Email: Alice.Kassanavoid@comanchenation.com

Committeeman No. 4
Robert Komahcheet

Email: Robert.Komahcheet@comanchenation.com
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Lawton, Okla. 73502

Toll Free: (877) 492-4988
Physical Address:

584 Bingo Rd., Lawton, OK 73505
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Beginning a New Year
 The award-winning Comanche 
Nation News, the official communication 
of the Comanche Nation, is available at 
no charge upon request. The deadline to 
submit information for the February edition 
is 5 p.m., January 15. 
Contact:

The Comanche Nation News
P.O. Box 908

Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908
Telephone: (580) 492-3381
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: pio@comanchenation.com

PIO/TCNN Staff
• Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-

porter, Photographer- Email: Jolene.
Schonchin@comanchenation.com 
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382

• Paula Karty, Assist. Editor, Reporter, 
Photographer- Email: Paula.Karty@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number–(580)492-3383

• Stacey Heminokeky, Adminis-
trative Assistant- Email: Stacey.
Heminokeky@comanchenation.com 
Telephone Number (580) 492-3385

• Heaven Williams, Reporter/Photog-
rapher - Email: Heaven.Williams@
comanchenation.com - Telephone 
(580) 492-3621.

• Natascha Mercadante -Online 
Reporter - Email: Natascha.Mer-
cadante@comanchenation.com - 
Telephone (580) 492-3381.

• News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

• Photographs will be copied and will 
become the property of TCNN. To 
return original photographs, send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

• The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. The Passings/Obitu-
aries are submitted by the Comanche 
Nation Funeral Home or by tribal 
members on a funeral home letter-
head. The Milestones Page is for tribal 
members only. TCNN publishes all 
services conducted by The Comanche 
Nation Funeral Home without discre-
tion. The Obituaries Page is for tribal 
members only.

• TCNN will print a Comanche organi-
zation’s annual event flyer once free 
of charge as a courtesy to our tribal 
organizations. The guidelines for flyer 
submission are: Pow-wow flyers have 
to be from an established Comanche 
organization. There has to be contact 
person and number on the organiza-
tion’s annual flyer.

• We reserve the right to edit all mate-
rial. Letters or articles that contain 
libelous information, slander, or 
personal attacks will not be printed. 
Letters to the Editor must be signed 
with a legible name, and have an 
800 word limit. The letters to the 
editor or articles contained in The 
Comanche Nation News does not 
reflect the views or opinions of the 
PIO staff.

Member of the Native American 
Journalist

Association since 2001

Member of the Society of Professional
Journalists since 2010

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

comanchenationpio

Editor’s Note: This is an overview of 
the Dec. 3, 2022 Comanche Business 
Committee Monthly Meeting, and not 
the official minutes. To obtain a copy 
of the official minutes, please contact 
the Office of the Chairman, (580) 492-
3251. You can watch the meeting in its 
entirety online at comanchenation.com.

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

@thecomanchenationnews

PROTECT YOUR PEACE 

 We should get up each morning believing for a good day, ex-
pecting favor, knowing that God is directing our steps. At the same time 
we should realize: everything may not go perfect, every person may not 
treat us right, our plans may not stay on schedule. There may be some 
bumps in the road and things that we didn't see coming. In our cars we 
have a spare tire. When we drive somewhere we are not expecting to have 
a flat, we are not expecting to hit a pothole, we are expecting to get to our 
destination as planned, but even though we are expecting things to go our 
way, we’ve made provision in case it doesn't. We’ve taken steps ahead of 
time, in case the tire goes flat. 
 In the same way, even though you're expecting your plans to 
work out, even though you're expecting good breaks, you need to have 
your spare tire, you need to make provision in case things don't go your 
way. Well how do you get your spare tire? At the start of the day you 
need to make a decision, that no matter what comes against you, you're 
not going to get upset. No matter what someone says, you're not going to 
be offended. No matter what delays, disappointments, bad breaks, you're 
not going to be sour. You've already made up your mind to stay in peace, 
that's making sure, you have your spare tire. If someone is rude to you, 
your attitude is no big deal, I'm not going to sit on the side of the road 
and sulk, I'm going to put my spare tire on and keep moving forward. If 
you hit a pothole, something unexpected happens, your loved one has an 
illness, your child forgot his homework, you could be upset, worried, but 
you have your spare tire, you decided ahead of time to stay in peace.
 And the people in your life, as good as they are, there are no per-
fect people, there is no perfect boss, no perfect friend, no perfect neigh-
bor, no perfect co-worker. Give people room to be human, quit expecting 
them to perform perfectly all the time. "Well, they hurt my feelings". If 
you have your spare tire, you forgive them and move on. Don't have un-
realistic expectations. That person that loves you so much, no matter how 
good they are, at times they're going to disappoint you, they're going to 
say things that they shouldn't. Don't be easily offended. "Well, my friend 
didn't say hi to me today. This neighbor doesn't invite me over, like she 
used to. My co-workers didn't congratulate me on my big promotion.” 
You don't know what's going on in their lives, don't take it personally.
 Here's the key: your happiness is not someone else's responsibil-
ity, you are responsible for your own happiness. Too often we're counting 
on other people to keep us cheered up, encouraged, feeling good about 
ourselves. That's putting too much pressure on the people in your lives. 
Let them off the hook. Nobody can keep you fixed, except our Heavenly 
Father. Don't go to people for what only God can give. Are you going 
through life without a spare tire, only happy if things go your way? The 
problem is, the roads are bumpy, there will be some potholes, unexpected 
challenges. Without a spare, you'll get stuck on the side of the road, bitter 
over a breakup, upset because a co-worker left you out, stressed over the 
traffic. Life is too short to live offended, upset, discouraged. This day is a 
gift from God. We are not always going to be here. You have to put your 
foot down: I am not going to let these same things keep upsetting me. I 
am going to stay in peace, even if the boss is unfair, even if my friend is 
grumpy, even if my flight is delayed, this is the day the Lord has made, I 
have made up my mind, I'm gonna enjoy it.
 As I've become more known, I've had more critics. When you 
hear negative things, especially that are not true or where it's taken out 
of context, it's tempting to respond. But, by the grace of God, I've always 
been real good of letting it go, it's never bothered me in the least bit. I've 
learned: when I stay on the high road, not trying to prove to people who 
I am, not live defensively, that God will get me to where I'm supposed to 
be. But some of the people, that were so against me, today they don't have 
their platforms, they don't have their followings, things have happened 
where it didn't last. God will take care of the it, God will deal with the 
people, that are trying to discredit you. It's not your job to straighten them 
out. Walk away from them and let God fight those battles.
 When you're in peace, you're in a position of power. When 
you're upset, discouraged, offended, just the opposite, you won't have 
the strength you need. Next time you're tempted to be offended, recog-
nize what's happening, don't take the bait. When someone says some-
thing derogatory, instead of trying to pay them back, ignore them, take a 
seat at the table God prepared. When you walk away from it, the battles 
that don't matter, you will come into your growth, and opportunities will 
thrust you ahead. I'm asking you to protect your peace. If you'll do this, 
I believe and declare, you're not only going to enjoy your life more, but 
God is going to take care of what's coming against you, he's going to 
vindicate you, promote you and take you to new levels of your destiny. I 
believe in our Comanche People and Together “WE” will stay in faith…
we are Comanche Strong!

URA 
Chairman Woommavovah

 The Comanche Nation Chair-
man Mark Woommavovah called the 
meeting to order at 10 a.m., The Secre-
tary/Treasurer John Wahnee conducted 
roll call. All members of the Comanche 
Business Committee (CBC) were present 
and a quorum was established. Wahnee 
provided the invocation.
 CBC No. 3, Alice Kassanavoid, 
makes a motion to approve both the min-
utes of Meeting on Nov. 5, 2022, and the 
Minutes of Special Meeting in  Novem-
ber, with correction of the  name of the 
legal council present. It is seconded by 
Vice Chairman, Dr. Cornel Pewewardy. 
The motion carries 6/0/0.

Executive/General 
Council Officer Reports

 Woommavovah reported he at-
tended several meetings in November and 
thanked the CBC for attending and speak-
ing at events for Native American Month. 
He highlighted the 2022 Tribal Summit he 
attended in Washington DC that was host-
ed by the Dept. of Interior’s Deb Holland. 
He said 300 tribal leaders gathered at the 
Dept. and it has not been done in person 
since 2016. He listed all of the depart-
ments which gave updates to the leaders 
as well as White House Offices. He added 
he networked with several tribal leaders 
and made positive connections.
 Pewewardy reported he attend-
ed all required meetings and committee 
meetings, including the Elder’s dinner 
at Golden Coral. He thanked CBC No. 
2, Ross Kahrahrah, for giving a informa-
tive presentation about the framework of 
budgeting. He also attended Veterans Day 
events and spoke at the Missing and Mur-
dered Indigenous Women’s conference at 
the Ft. Sill Apache Casino. He is also a 
part of the mayor of Lawton’s Race Rela-
tions Committee and was selected to be a 
part of the Oklahoma Arts and Humani-
ties Council project to choose a finalist for 
murals that are to be painted. He attended 
the mayor of Lawton’s forum on home-
lessness. He ended by acknowledging 
Cindy Famero for being awarded Parent 
of the Year by the Oklahoma Council for 
Indian Education.
 Wahnee reported he followed 
the Comanche Constitution Article XII- 
Duties of Officers Sections Three (3) and 
Four (4). He is going through the audits 
of all the tribal entities to  make sure there 
are no financial findings or issues, and he 
said it is looking good. He added the Na-
tion has had clean audits for several years, 
and this is very important because in the 
future if the Nation wants to move from 
the BIA and get into Self Governance 
contracts with the U.S., like the eastern 
tribes of Oklahoma have, the Nation has 
to have clean audits.

Committee/Board Reports 
from CBC 

 Indian Health Board- CBC 
No. 3 – Kassanavoid reported it is com-
posed of seven tribes and they meet the 
first Thursday of the month. They receive 
monthly reports from the Lawton and 
Anadarko service units. They receive 
transcripts from the Strong Heart Study. 
The Lawton hospital currently has reno-
vations being done in the pharmacy area 
and more are needed at the facility. Any 
complaints or questions can be directed to 
the Patient Advocate.
 Enterprise- CBC No. 3 and 
CBC No. 4 – Kassanavoid and CBC No. 
4, Robert Komahcheet are on the board. 
Kassanavoid said per Resolution 148-
2022, a quarterly report is to be given to 
the CBC. The last report was given Sept. 
27, and they are coordinating with the 
Comanche Nation Enterprises (CNE) to 
schedule a report for this quarter.
 Tax Commission- Secretary 
Treasurer – Wahnee reported the report 
ending on Oct. 31: Total net of $3,802,077. 
Assets: $4,155,624., of which $3,885,462. 
is in cash. For the same period, the Tax 
Commission net income is $221,090. Of 
this amount, generated $286,444 in reve-
nue, including $35,747 that was generated 
by the collection of TERO taxes. A total 
of $41,139 was generated from the collec-
tion of oil and gas taxes. Future efforts in-
clude increase the enforcement of TERO 
tax payments, oil and gas payments, and a 
revenue tax process of use of the Coman-
che Nation seal. 

 Comanche Nation Entertain-
ment- Vice-Chair- Kassanavoid makes a 
motion to table this report until after Ex-
ecutive Session. It is seconded by Kom-
ahcheet. The motion carries 6/0/0.
 Cow-Calf Program- CBC No. 
4 – Komahcheet gave a history of the 
program and its purpose through Reso-
lution No. 59-2021. Board members are 
also Ron Red Elk, Tony Komahcheet, 
Stephen Lee and Tim MacIntosh. The 
Realty Dept. funded fencing, the removal 
of mesquite and planting of wheat. There 
are 107 heads of cattle. Six calves were 
born in November and there are seven 
heifers that are expected to give birth. 
The cattle were also vaccinated. The Co-
manche Burger Company and the Elder 
Center have shown interest in utilizing 
the beef. It will take a total of 30 head of 
cattle per quarter to meet their demands.
 Conservation District- Chair-
man – Held a meeting in November. Dis-
cussed at the meeting was a Memoran-
dum of Understanding (MOU) between 
the state government-to-government 
agreement between the Dept. of Agricul-
ture, the Comanche Nation, and Big Pas-
ture Environment and Cultural Resource 
District. They are working on the agree-
ment between and at the same organiza-
tions. These documents have been signed 
by the Comanche Nation and are moving 
forward to step two in the process by the 
Okla. State Dept. of Agriculture. The next 
meeting is in December.
 Kahrahrah gives and overview 
about his presentation at the Elder Coun-
cil dinner at Golden Coral that included 
a survey that will be conducted for tribal 
members to get a strategic plan, the tribal 
minor’s trust accounts, master plan devel-
opments, and investing in the Comanche 
Nation casinos. 

Resolutions
Resolution No. 162-2022- Enrollment 
Eligible Resolution List 1265. Wahnee 
makes a motion to approve the resolu-
tion. It is seconded by Kassanavoid. The 
resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 163-2022- Enrollment 
Eligible Resolution List 1266- Adults. 
Wahnee makes a motion to approve the 
resolution. It is seconded by Komah-
cheet. The resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 164-2022- Enrollment 
Ineligible Resolution List 1267- No Al-
lottee. Kassanavoid makes a motion to 
approve the resolution. It is seconded by 
Pewewardy. The resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 165-2022- Enrollment 
Ineligible Resolution List 1268- Does 
Not Meet Blood Quantum. Kassanavoid 
makes a motion to approve the resolution. 
It is seconded by Komahcheet. The reso-
lution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 166-2022- CN Gaming 
Commission - Add/Remove Authorized 
Bank Signers Resolution. Kahrahrah 
makes a motion to approve the resolution. 
It is seconded by Wahnee. The resolution 
passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 167-2022- Transit Ve-
hicle Purchase Resolution. Kahrahrah 
makes a motion to approve the resolu-
tion. It is seconded by CBC No. 1, Hazel 
Tahsequah. The resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 168-2022- Realty Pur-
chase Gate and Fence Resolution. Tahse-
quah makes a motion to approve the reso-
lution. It is seconded by Kassanavoid. 
The resolution passes 6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 169-2022- Tribal Histor-
ic Preservation Office White Rock Bluffs 
Resolution. Wahnee makes a motion to 
approve the resolution. It is seconded by 
Komahcheet. The resolution passes 6/0/0. 

Old/New Business
 Pewewardy referred to Reso-
lution No. 160-2022, the endorsement 
of Joy Hoffmeister as the Governor of 
Oklahoma. He said it was passed but not 
signed by CBC. A discussion followed. 
Legal council said since the candidate did 
not win, the issue is moot.
 Tribal member, Tanisha Bur-
gess, asked if there are any plans to move 
forward with the building of apartments 
near the Comanche Nation Red River 
Casino. CEO Mia Tahdooahnippah added 
there is a need for housing in the areas 
near those casinos, as well as a need to 
employ people at those casinos. A discus-
sion followed.
 Pewewardy makes a motion to 
amend the Executive Session to add ques-
tions he asked and the responses from the 
legal attorney’s memo. 
 Cable said in October Gov. Still 
sided with the Oklahoma Tax Commis-
sion to tax all Oklahoma residents includ-
ing tribal members who are not exempt in 
his view. She also said the Indian Child 

Welfare is waiting on a ruling by the Su-
preme Court. She asked the CBC where 
the Nation stands on these issues. Woom-
mavovah said they will come back with 
a response once the CBC discusses it. 
Pewewardy suggests creating a subcom-
mittee to the issues. 
 Tahsequah seconds Pewewar-
dy’s motion. The motion carries 6/0/0.
 Kassanavoid makes a motion to 
go into Executive Session. 
 Former Chairman, Willie Nel-

son, asked the CBC to make a motion to 
rescind the March 26, 2021 resolution 
and to make a public statement saying 
there were no findings in the investigation 
of him. He asked to have it done that day. 
Kahrahrah and Tahsequah said the CBC 
needs to review the investigation before 
the resolution is rescinded and a state-
ment is made.
  Kassanavoid’s motion is sec-
onded by Komahcheet. The motion car-
ries 6/0/0.

Eight Resolutions and 
Committee Reports Highlight 
the December CBC Meeting

Member of the Oklahoma Press Associa-
tion since 2022



Uku Tooma Mua (January) 2023                                                                                                     4                                                                                        The Comanche Nation News

Prayer Breakfast 2022
Comanche Nation Makes Donation to Comanche Churches

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

 Every year around the holi-
day season, the Comanche Nation 
makes a monetary donation to Co-
manche churches.  This year was no 
exception.
 On Dec. 14, 2022, repre-
sentatives from Comanche churches 
were invited to the Comanche Nation 
Complex to share breakfast and fel-
lowship with one another.
 Rev. Michael Keahbone, 
opened the event with a word of 
prayer.  Rev. Keahbone shared a story 
of his younger days.  Rev. Keahbone 
told about when he was a child and 
he would get a sore throat and his 
Kah-ku (Grandmother), would get 
out Vick’s Vapor Rub and poke his 
throat; an old Comanche remedy for 
a sore throat.
 The Lord’s Prayer was done 
in sign language by CIVA Princess, 
Arlene Schonchin and Comanche 
Homecoming Princess, Tatum Bur-
gess, followed by the ‘Hail Mary’ 
prayer, performed by Schonchin.
 Comanche Nation Chair-
man, Mark Woommavovah, greeted 
everyone.  Chairman Woomma-
vovah, said out of all the events 
throughout the year, this event was 
his favorite, because it is helping out 
the churches.
 The breakfast was provid-
ed by Comanche Nation Entertain-
ment. Students from Indiahoma High 
School were available to help serve 
and prepare plates for the elders.
 The program was opened 
up for anyone who would like to ex-
press themselves.  Tribal elders from 
various churches shared Comanche 
hymns and rendered prayers.  Some 
elders expressed how this was a very 
good gesture of the Comanche Na-
tion.
 Administrative Assistant, 
Jennifer Rodriguez and Comanche 

Administrative Assistant, Jennifer Rodriguez and Comanche Busi-
ness Committee Woman, Alice Kassanavoid, issues a church do-
nation to a tribal churches representative, during the annual Co-
manche Nation Prayer Breakfast held at the Comanche Complex.
Business Committeewoman, Alice 
Kassanavoid, issued the checks to 
each church representative.
 During the holiday season 
each one of the Comanche Nation 
Casinos does a Toy Drive.  All the 
toys from the Toy Drive were divided 
and boxed up for the churches to give 
out  to the children of their congrega-
tion during their church Christmas.

 Each representative was in-
structed to go to the Patriot Room, 
located in the main office building to 
receive their toys.
 Each church was given sev-
eral large boxes of toys.
 All the churches that were 
represented, were grateful for the 
monetary donation and the donation 
of toys.

Photos by Paula Karty/News Staff

SHOPPING FOR CHRISTMAS. On Dec. 16, 2022, the Comanche Nation held it’s annual Art and Craft 
Extravaganza, in Watchetaker Hall at the Comanche Nation Complex.  Local vendors brought their 
hand crafted items, just in time for the holiday season.  Various sorts of beadwork, sewing items, knit-
ted items as well as home made food and baked goods was available.  With only a few days left before 
Christmas, shoppers came out and browsed throughout the day in hopes to find a great deal on the per-
fect Christmas gift.

 The Assisted Living Center 
hosted a Christmas Candyland event 
for the students at the Comanche 
Academy as well as ECDC and the 
KCA head start. There was a total of 
130 students that attended. 
 The IHS dental Clinic pro-
vided toothbrush kits for all the kids 
and there was also Vocational Reha-
bilitation, The Language Department, 
Administration and the Diabetes Pro-
gram that were there involved in the 
event as well. 
 There were donation bins 
available for programs to donate 
Kleenex, hand sanitizer, bleach, 
wipes, pencils, paper, or any school 
supplies to the teachers. By the end of 
the event, they had accumulated up to 
six boxes of supplies for the Coman-
che Academy. 
 Jennifer Williams, the ad-
ministrator of the Edith Kassanavoid 

Story and Photos by Heaven Williams/News Staff

Assisted Living Center Hosts Life Size 
Candyland Event for Children

Gordon Assisted Living Center said, 
“The residents absolutely love get-
ting to have the children come out, 
getting to see the children learning 
the Comanche Language and prac-
tice with the elders is very special to 
them.”
  The Center was covered 
with decorations as the Language 
Department had a lot of activities for 
the children to do. The residents sat 
outside their rooms handing out can-
dy for the little ones. 
 Heather Casale, the activi-
ties director at the Assisted Living 
Center said, “Jennifer  Williams (Di-
rector) goes above and beyond for the 
residents and the children because 
they  are the future. She just makes 
everything happen and it’s always 
bigger and better every season or ev-
ery holiday that we happen to partici-
pate in and it’s just amazing.” 

The Language Department Direc-
tor, Kathryn P. Briner goes over 
the numbers in Comanche with the 
children 

Comanche Academy children walk 
passed the Residents at the Assist-
ed Living Center to collect candy 

Comanche Academy children walk around the Assisted Living Center 
collecting sweets in their bags and speaking Comanche to the Residents. 

By Paula Karty/News Staff
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Programs

and cooling, electrical, and roofing. 
These repairs would be essential in 
the event of a gas leak, water line 
break, sewer backup, failed heat or 
air conditioning unit or loss of elec-
trical service. 

ABOUT COMANCHE NATION 
HOUSING AUTHORITY

 The Comanche Nation 
Housing Authority (CNHA) provides 
rental and housing assistance to low-
income and other enrolled members 
of the Comanche Nation through 
a number of its service programs, 
including the down payment and 
closing cost grant, Elder home reha-
bilitation program, rental program, 
student housing program, homeown-
ership lease purchase program and 
CNHA emergency home repair pro-
gram (HIP). CNHA operates in seven 
counties – Caddo, Comanche, Cot-
ton, Kiowa, and Tillman for federal 
grant programs. Tribally funded pro-
grams include Stephens and Grady 
for Elders and nationwide for the 
emergency HIP program. For more 
information about program require-
ments and low-income guidelines, 
call (580) 357-4956 or visit www.
comanchehousing.com.   

HOUSING
Continued from Page 1

January 2023
Higher Education

Student of the Month
Jacey Cox

Courtesy Photo

Cox
 Jacey Cox is from Shawnee, 
Okla. She graduated from Tecumseh 
High School. She the granddaughter 
of the late Tom Cox and Shirley Cox, 
and the daughter of David and Jen-
nifer Cox. Sister and brother-in-law 
to Amberly and Grant Eastman.
 She is currently a Junior at 
the University of Miami in Coral Ga-
bles, Florida. She is double majoring 
in Marine Science and Biology.
 She has received her basic 
scuba certification, and will receive 
her advanced scuba certification this 
spring.
 After she graduate, she 
plans on furthering her education at 
the University of Miami by obtaining 
a Master's degree in Marine Biology
 She hopes to one day use 
this degree to further research human 
and organism interactions, to lessen 
negative impacts and create more 
sustainable fishery practices.

January 2023
Higher Education

Student of the Month
Theron Wahkinney

Courtesy Photo

Wahkinney

 Theron Wahkinney, is 24 
years old, born and raised in Lawton, 
Okla. He is the grandson of Kevin 
and Vera Wahkinney, and the son of 
Karissa and Mark Yoho. 
 He is currently a teacher and 
administrator at Sovereign Commu-
nity School, an Indigenous-focused 
charter school in North Oklahoma 
City. He is passionate about tribal 
governance and education. 

January 2023
Job Placement & Training

Student of the Month
Jordan Deschaine

Courtesy Photo

Deschaine
 Jordan Deschaine, is a se-
nior at Southwestern Oklahoma State 
University (SWOSU).He plans to 
graduate this spring with a degree in 
Allied Health and enroll in a program 
to become an X-ray technician. 
 His hometown is Duncan, 
Okla. His grandmother is a Coman-
che elder, Linda Burgess. His parents 
are Angela Anderson and Michael 
“Peewee” Deschaine.

 In his free time, he volun-
teers with Rock the Native Vote to in-
crease voter registration and engage-
ment for Natives throughout the state 
of Oklahoma. 
 He is currently pursuing a 
Master's in Legal Studies: Indigenous 
Peoples Law at the University of 
Oklahoma. His goal is to serve tribal 
communities in tribal government 
and work with federal, state, and lo-
cal law. 
 He is grateful for all his 
family and friends who have support-
ed him and hopes to continue serving 
Indigenous communities for many 
years to come.

ously.  
 At home, she said it’s hectic  
with seven children and two dogs; 
however, the family is working hard 
in educational pursuits. Famero said 
everybody is affected by generational 
trauma. 
 “When I talk to my family, 
to my children, to the community, 
I talk about how we can get well 
through those traumas,” she said. 
 Famero said that’s when ev-
erything comes into place and some-
one can be organized in their school-
ing, skill sets, time and home. 
 “You can do all that if your 
trauma has been recognized, if your 
trauma has been worked on if you’re 
working on your trauma,” she said. 
“Lots of people don’t do that. They 
get an education, but they’re still 
traumatized. I say we do it all togeth-
er.”
 Famero works with women 
around wellness, including healing, 
traumas, domestic violence and the 

loss of their children/parents.
 “It’s affecting us in so many 
ways,” she said. “The highest in-
carceration level we have is here in 
Oklahoma; we make up that popula-
tion. The highest missing and mur-
dered indigenous persons, we make 
up that population…it goes on and 
on and on.”
 Famero said it all comes 
from having an unstable home envi-
ronment, parents and life because of 
traumas.  
 She said she expects a lot 
from traditional government. 
 “It’s not going to change in 
a day,” Famero said. “So, what I do is 
I maintain my integrity by being who 
I am and what I’ve learned to be as a 
scared woman, a sacred native wom-
an. That means that whatever I do, I 
do it in a safe space people can come 
and talk to me.”
 Comanche Nation Vice 
Chairman Cornel Pewewardy also 
performed an honor song at the event.

FAMERO
Continued from Page 1

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

CHRISTMAS CELE-
BRATION. The Coman-
che Nation Elder Center 
held its Christmas dinner 
the afternoon of Dec. 14, 
2022, at their facility in 
Lawton. TOP: Winning 
the Ugly Sweater Contest 
were Debra Tamaalevea, 
and Chili-Girl Ybarra. 
RIGHT: The 2022-2023 
Comanche Indian Veter-
an’s Association Princess, 
Arlene Schonchin, and the 2022-2023 Walters Service Club Princess, 
Tatum Burgess, signed ‘The Lords Prayer,’ and Schonchin signed the 
‘Hail Mary’ prayer before they both helped serve the elders lunch.
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Culinary Corner/ Fun Page

January Pick-Up Schedule for the Comanche Nation Food Distribution 

 We want to see 
what you are cooking! 
Send a picture of any of 
the recipes you try on 
the “Culinary Corner” 
page, and it will be in 
an issue of TCNN, and 
TCNN will mail you a 
gift of thanks. 
Email your name, 
picture, and which 
recipe you used to 
Heaven.Williams@Co-
manchenation.com

Ricotta 
and Spinach 

Gnocchi Bake
Ingredients

• Gnocchi 
• Baby Spinach
• Tomato, onion and gar-

lic pasta sauce
•  Firm ricotta
•  Shredded pizza cheese

Directions
1. Cook gnocchi in 
a large saucepan of boil-
ing water following packet 
directions or until tender. 
Drain. Return to pan. Add 
two-thirds of the spinach 
and half the pasta sauce. 
Toss to combine.
2. Preheat grill on 
high. Spread the remain-
ing pasta sauce over base of 
a 6-cup (1.5L) baking dish. 
Top with gnocchi mixture. 
Crumble over ricotta. Sprin-
kle with pizza cheese and 
season.
3. Cook under grill for 
5-6 mins or until the cheese 
is golden and the gnocchi is 
heated through. Serve with 
remaining spinach.

Strawberry 
Crunch Poke 

Cake 
Ingredients

• 1 can evaporated 
milk
• 1 package of straw-
berry jello
• 1 can sweetened 
condensed milk
• ½ cup whole milk
• 8-ounce container 
of Cool Whip
• One package of 
golden Oreos
• ¼ cup salted butter, 
melted
• Fresh strawberries 
for garnish 

Directions 
1. Preheat the oven to 
350°F or as directed on the 
box cake mix package di-
rections. Mix and bake the 
cake in a 9×13-inch glass 
baking dish according to 
the instructions. Cool cake 
completely.
2. Meanwhile, heat 
evaporated milk over me-
dium in a small saucepan. 
Whisk in ½ of the package 
of strawberry gelatin pow-
der, stirring and heating 
until the gelatin is dissolved. 
Remove from the heat and 
set aside to cool
3.  Add the sweetened 
condensed milk and whole 
milk to the cooled evapo-
rated milk mixture. Whisk 
until thoroughly combined.
4. Use a bamboo 
skewer to poke small, even-
ly spaced holes all over the 
cooled cake.

What is a New Year’s Resolution? 
Answer: Something that goes in one year and out the other. 

Where can you go to practice math on New Year’s Eve?
Answer: Times Square 

Jokes for New Year’s Eve
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Elder Council Christmas Celebration
Comanche Elders Gather at Ft. Sill Apache Casino on Dec. 8, 2022  for a Festive Afternoon

Photos by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff
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COME PLAY WITH US!COME PLAY WITH US!

ComancheNationEntertainment.com



Uku Tooma Mua (January) 2023                                                                                                         9                                                                                                      The Comanche Nation News

 

Call David for FREE Estimates and All Your A.R.P Needs!
$500.00 Sam’s Card on Qualifying Bathroom
$250.00 Sam’s Card on Qualifying Kitchens 

Employment Opportunities!

www.cnb1901.com/careers
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Comanche Nation Celebrates 
Elder ‘s Day Dec. 9, 2022

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Robert Tippeconnie

Photo by Heaven Williams/News Staff

Photo by Heaven Williams/News Staff

Marlene Cooper and Angela Garza 
setting up their booth for the Co-
manche Nation Elder’s Day at the 
County Fair Expo Center. 

A myriad of shoppers took advantage of the vendors set up at the Elder’s 
day  at the Expo Center. 

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

An array of activity on Dec. 9, 2022, at the Comanche Nation’s annual Elder’s Day  celebration, held at the Comanche County Expo Center in Lawton, 
Okla. Elders Day has been a drive through events for the past three years due to COVID. 

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Ronald Mahsetky receives one of 
many door prizes during the an-
nual  Elders Day Celebration held 
Dec. 9, 2022, at  Lawton, Okla.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Rose Nauni

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Students from the Comanche Academy Charter School say the Pledge 
of Allegiance in the Comanche language as well as read a book and sang 
songs all in Comanche.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Donald Chasenah, Linda Chasenah, Mary Chasenah and Gary Chasenah

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Michelle Nevaquaya, the Coman-
che Nation Princess, two-steps with 
the Comanche Nation Vice Chair-
man, Dr. Cornel Pewewardy at the 
Elder Day celebration.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Leonard Chibitty and Bill  “Bis-
cuit” Mithlo.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Lola Ototivo browses through the 
numerous vendors set up at the 
Dec. 9, 2022, Elder Day celebra-
tion.

Rita Coosewoon expresses her hap-
piness seeing the Comanche Acad-
emy students talk and sing in the 
Comanche language.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Photo by Heaven Williams/News Staff

The Comanche Indian Veter-
ans Association Princess, Arlene 
Schonchin, performs the ‘Hail 
Mary’ prayer in sign language. 

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Travis Komahcheet 
plays a Comanche 
hymn song with a tra-
ditional flute during 
the Dec. 9, 2022, El-
der Day celebration in 
Lawton, Okla.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Comanche Business Committee-
woman, Alice Kassanavoid and the 
Master of Ceremonies, Edmond 
Nevaquaya, help with the door 
prizes.

Photo by Heaven Williams/News Staff

The Comanche Nation Chairman, 
Mark Woommavovah, welcomes 
everyone to Elder Day.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Lahoma Knight
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Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Anita Daukei
Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Bernard Kahrahrah
Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Carmela Blackstar and Patty Burgess

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Elaine Ahtone
Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Glen Heminokeky

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Glynis Geonety

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Gus and Chris McCarthy

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Mark Wauahdooah

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Rose Pennah

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Sandra Chesnut

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Nona Tahpay

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Val Wahkinney

Photo by Heaven Williams/News Staff

The Comanche Nation Princess, Michelle Nevaqua-
ya, signs ‘The Lords Prayer’ at the Elder’s Day event 
in the Expo Center. 

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

COMANCHE HYMNS. The Comanche Nation Prevention and Re-
covery’s IAMNDN and Native Spirit Project hosted an evening of 
Comanche hymn singing Dec. 14, 2022, at the Comanche Nation 
Complex’s Watchetaker Hall. Dinner was provided and several 
singers of all ages attended to sing their favorite hymns and par-
take in the fellowship. ABOVE: Several staff of the programs along 
with participants sing Christmas songs in the Comanche language 
including Joy to the World and Jingle Bells. RIGHT: The Coman-
che Academy Charter School Princess, Yesenia Aitson, and Kingston 
Minthorn lead a Comanche hymn.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Lorene Pennington

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Lenora Maharry and 
Judy Clowser

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

The Comanche Nation Secretary/
Treasurer, John Wahnee, prays over 
the meal Dec. 9, 2022, at the annual 
Elder Day celebration.



Uku Tooma Mua (January) 2023                                                                                                          12                                                                                        The Comanche Nation News

Milestones

Obituaries

DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Tax Return Preparation

Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 
for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.

  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   
REASONABLE PREP FEES

Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455

Howard Todome, Jr.

 Howard Ellsworth Todome, 
Jr. entered into his heavenly home 
on Nov. 6, 2022, at the age of 64, in 
Tulsa, Okla.
 Todome, was born on April 
20, 1958, to Howard Ellsworth 
Todome, Sr. and Myra (Yellowfish) 
Burgess in Butte, Montana. He was 
raised in Lawrence, Kan.
 He graduated from River-
side Indian School, excelling in both 
artwork and athletics. He was the 
leader and captain of his high school 
football team, and also won numer-
ous art awards. Setting his sights on 
art, he attended and graduated from 
the Institute of American Indian Arts 
in Santa Fe, N.M., with an Associate 
Degree in Studio Arts. His preferred 
art medium acrylics and oil. He 
was an accomplished artist includ-
ing beadwork resulting in requests 
throughout Indian Country for his 

unique designs, and received many 
awards for his artwork and bead-
work. Jr. was employed by American 
Airlines in Tulsa for many years until 
his early retirement.
 He was half Kiowa and half 
Comanche and a citizen of the Co-
manche Tribe of Oklahoma. In the 
early 1980’s, he became a member 
of the MGM drum group with his 
brother Jim (Tuba) Todome. He was 
also an accomplished southern fancy 
dancer, grass dancer and southern tra-
ditional dancer for over 50 years. He 
was an avid fan of the Kansas City 
Chiefs and OU football.
 Todome, met the love of 
his life, Salina No Ear, and they 
were married on May 21, 1983. He 
is survived by his beloved wife of 39 
years, Salina, and their two sons, Ter-
rance Todome of Miami, Okla. and 
Audie Todome of Tahlequah, Okla., 
whom he was very proud of.
 On his Kiowa side, his 
grandparents were James Todome 
and Kate Horse (Kaw-Boat), and his 
great-grandparents old man Hunting 
Horse (Tsa-Toke) and wife Peatomah.
 On his Comanche side, his 
grandparents were Allen Burgess 
(Kutsonee) and Ada Kate Yellowfish 
(Sowahkah), and his great-grandpar-
ents were old man Yellowfish (Pa-
Que-O-Haw-Pith) and Taumahvoyah
Monewerthtakewah, and Woomahvo-
vah.
 Todome, is preceded in 
death by his parents, a son Cochise 
No Ear, and siblings, Edward Al-
len Burgess, Carroll Lee Starr, Jim 
Todome, Janise Todome, and Spen-
cer Lee Todome.
 Todome, also leaves behind 
three sisters, Sandra (Jose) Gallegos 

of Apache, Okla., Loretta Burgess-
Factor (Bunnie) of Okmulgee, Okla., 
and Denise (Vince) Lawrence of 
Highlands Ranch, Col., plus many 
nephews and nieces whom he adored.
 An evening service was held 
on 11/8/22,  at the Cultural Center in 
White Eagle, Okla., (White Eagle 
Dr.) south of Ponca City, followed 
by a wake. The funeral service was 
scheduled for 11/9/22, at the Cultural 
Center, followed by a family feed. 
The burial immediately followed at 
the Ponca Indian Cemetery.

Courtesy Photo
Todome

Happy Belated Birthday! 
December 3 - Melynn
December 10 - Aaliyah Gil-
liam

Happy Birthday! 

January - Mason James
January 7 - Walter Fagan
January 8 - Blake Hemi-
nokeky-Gayton Happy 14th 
Birthday Baby! Love, your 
family!
January 12 - Jace
January 13 - Cambree Jor-
dan Mahsetky 
January 19 - Jase Lee
January 27 - Gabriella Sap-
cut

The Comanche Nation News
February Edition Deadline:

January 15
Email: 

stacey.heminokeky@comanchenation.com
Mail: 

Comanche Nation/PIO 
P.O. Box 908 

Lawton, OK 73501 
Contact: (580) 492-3385

Happy 9th Birthday
Mason James

January
~We love you, Nana & Papa

Happy Belated Birthday
Aaliyah Gilliam

December 10

Happy Belated Birthday
Melynn

December 3
~ Love, Mom & Dad.

Happy 17th Birthday
Cambree Jordan Mahsetky

January 13

Happy 24th Birthday
Gabriella Sapcut

January 27
~Love, Mom, Dad, siblings and 

nephew Kenneth James.

Happy Birthday
Jase Lee

January 19
~ Proud of you always, love Little 

Bear and Galu.

Happy Birthday
Walter Fagan

January 7
~ Love, Mom, Dad, and your baby 

sister.

Happy 6th Birthday
Jace

January 12
~Love, Your Family.

The Shoshone Comanche Reunion 
Information/ Pot-Luck Meeting will be 6 
p.m., Jan. 3, 2023, at the Comanche Na-
tion Elder Council Office, 100 C Avenue 

Lawton, Okla. For questions please 
feel free to call Glenda Goseyun 

at 580-919-4625.
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Military News
CIVA Activities
Color Guard Detail

 On November 1,  
CIVA were asked to provide a 
Color Guard detail on the 1st 
Day of the American Indian 
Heritage Month prior to the 
start of the Indiahoma and Na-
vajo basketball game. CIVA 
would like to thank the India-
homa Public Schools for the 
invitation. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veterans parade the 
colors

Courtesy Photo
CIVA Princess Arlene 
Schonchin, leader Auxiliary 
members Linda Tehauno 
and Nona Gail Mihecoby. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Princess Arlene 
Schonchin signs the National 
Anthem. 

Color Guard Detail 
 On Nov. 18, 2022,  
CIVA and the Choctaw Na-
tion Honor Guard opened the 
American Indian Heritage 
Month at the Eisenhower High 
School Auditorium in Lawton 
Oklahoma.  The Comanche 
Code Talker and Choctaw Na-
tion Flags were paraded in as 
the Eisenhower High School 
Native American Club paid 
their respects along with their 
fellow students. 

Courtesy Photo

Pictured are George RedElk, 
CIVA Commander, Kevin 
Pohawpatchoko and Com-
mander, Bruce Jessie, Choc-
taw Nation Honor Guard. 

Building Dedication in 
Honor of Comanche 
Code Talker, Charles 

Chibitty 
 On Nov. 18, 2022, 
Captain Michael Taylor, 706th 
Military Intelligence Group, 
Fort Gordon, Georgia spear-
headed a project to dedicate 
their Battalion Headquarters 
in memory and honor of Co-
manche Code Talker, Charles 
Chibitty for his contributions 
and achievements during 
WWII. 
 Surviving family 
members and CIVA Represen-
tatives attended the dedication 
ceremony to honor Comanche 
Code Talker, Chibitty and the 
rest of the Comanche Code 
Talkers.  

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Sgt of Arms, Clif-
ford RedElk and CIVA Vice 
Commander, John McClung 
stated in front of the plaque 
and building dedicated to 
Comanche Code Talker, 
Charles Chibitty.

Courtesy Photo

 Plaque dedicated to Coman-
che Code Talker, Corporal 
Charles Chibitty at Fort 
Gordon, Georgia.

Courtesy Photo

Pictured are Soldiers from 
Fort Gordon, CIVA Sgt of 
Arms, Clifford RedElk and 
CIVA Vice Commander, 
John McClung, Lennetta 
Davenport, Charlotte Mc-
Clung-Lee, Lena McClung 
and Carol RedElk stand-
ing in front of the plaque 
and building dedicated to 
Comanche Code Talker, 
Charles Chibitty. 

CIVA Christmas 
Party

 On Dec. 3, 2022, 
CIVA held its annual Christ-
mas Party in the home of Ma-
jor Kent and Mindy Tomah III.
 Prior to the meal 
being served, CIVA Com-
mander Kevin Pohawpat-
choko thanked the CIVA Vet-
erans, Princess and Auxiliary 
for their dedication and hard 
work.  
 After the meal the 
veterans, princess and auxilia-
ry participated in a ugly sweat-
er and cookie baking contest.  
 CIVA would like to 
thank Major Kent and Mindy 
Tomah for their hospital-
ity and for having the annual 
Christmas Party at their house. 

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo
CIVA auxiliary and prin-
cess competing in the Ugly 
Sweater Contest. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Auxiliary have fun 
during Secret Santa. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veteran Roger Tehau-
no getting in on the fun.

Courtesy Photo

Cookie Contest Judge, 
Jolene Schonchin present-
ing prizes to CIVA Princess, 
Arlene Schonchin and CIVA 
Auxiliary member Elizabeth 
Plata. Not pictured Fran Re-
dElk.

New Light Methodist 
Church Annual Christmas 

Dinner and Fellowship.

 On Dec. 10, 2022, 
CIVA Veterans, Princess and 
Auxiliary were invited by Ma-
jor (Rev.) Kiokiyoyng Jeong, 
New Light Methodist Church 
Pastor, to attend their Annual 
Christmas Dinner and fellow-
ship. 
 CIVA has close ties 
with the Korean War Veter-
ans and the Veterans who at-
tend the New Light Methodist 
Church. After dinner, the Ko-
rean War Veterans held a door 
prize drawing as the church 
choir sang a few Christmas 
hymns. 

Courtesy Photo

Pictured are Clifford and 
Carol RedElk, George and 
Fran RedElk, Jolene and Ar-
lene Schonchin and Monah 
Davis enjoying the meal and 
entertainment.

Courtesy Photo

Shirley Pohawpatchoko, 
Gwen Stone, Mesa Tahchaw-
wickah and a member of the 
Korean War Veterans enjoy 
the meal and entertainment. 

Courtesy Photo

New Light Methodist 
Church Choir providing the 
entertainment. 

In Memory and 
Dedication 

 Our beloved Broth-
er, Ronald Parker was called 
home on Dec. 12, 2022. He 
served as the CIVA photogra-
pher and historian. 
 He loved his position 
along with being the founder 
of the Quanah Parker Society 
and Curator of the Quanah 
Parker Museum in Quanah 
Texas. He enjoyed taken pic-
tures of all the CIVA events 
and was a caretaker of CIVA 
historical records. 
 Captain Parker 
touched many lives as his 
memories will stay in our 
hearts forever. His life was 
a blessing as we, CIVA, will 
cherish the memories. 
 Captain Parker, you 
will be deeply missed by the 
CIVA Family.    
 Here are some photo-
graphs to share:

Courtesy Photo

Pictured with CIVA Secre-
tary Dominic Pawlowski, Dr. 
Bill Meadows and with fel-
low Numu Puksutsi Ronald 
Mahsetky.

Courtesy Photo

Parker honored while 
Gourd Dancing. 

Courtesy Photo
Laughing with Monah and 
Mark Davis 

Courtesy Photo

With the Comanche Delega-
tion in Fredrickburg Texas. 

Courtesy Photo

Ronald Parker serving a Pa-
rade Marshal Fredrickburg 
Texas. 

Happy New Year from the Comanche Indian Veterans 
Association, Princess and Auxiliary 

Comanche Nation Veteran 
information is needed 

 The Comanche In-
dian Veterans Association 
are updating the Comanche 
Veterans Master List. If you 
are a Honorably Discharged 
Veteran and you would like 
your military service updated 
and documented, please email 
Kevin Pohawpatchoko at k_
pohawpatchoko@yahoo.com. 
 Your military service 
history, documents, records, 
photographs and your DD-
214 will be forwarded to Dr. 
Bill Meadows, Missouri State 

University, Department of So-
ciology-Anthropology/Native 
American Studies. He and his 
staff will digitize your military 
documents and update our Co-
manche Veterans Master List. 
Our Comanche Veterans mili-
tary history and documents 
received will also help in the 
event of a Veterans passing. 
 In closing, this is vol-
untary for the Comanche Na-
tion Veterans and their fami-
lies.  Thank you!

Courtesy Photo

Submitted by Kevin Pohawpatchoko/CIVA
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People, Places, &Things Happening

TOYS FOR TOTS DRIVE.  The  2022-2023 Junior Comanche Nation Princess, Bluesky Tosee, was asked to 
be the Youth Ambassador in August of 2022 for Toys for Tots. Tosee was recommended by Donna Hantow 
for being strongly involved in the community. She said she likes the look on people’s faces when they come 
to make a donation because she can see when someone is genuinely happy to help. Tosee will be the Toys for 
Tots Youth Ambassador for one year.    

Photos by Heaven Williams/News Staff

 Comanche Tribal Members 
Vann Wildcat and Jimmie Wildcat 
attend Pawhuska School. They both 
submitted questions that were se-
lected to ask the NASA Astronaut 
Nicole Mann, the first Native Ameri-
can woman to go to space. Mann is a 
member of the Wailacki of the Round 
Valley Indian Tribe of California. As-
tronaut Mann answered their ques-
tions remotely through a video link 
space stationed in the international 
space station in outer space since Oct. 
5, 2022. This information is taken 
from the Tulsa World written by Ol-
ivia McCourry. 

Two Tribal Members 
Remotely ask a Native 
American Astronaut 

Questions

Courtesy Photo

REPRESENTING HIS HIGH 
SCHOOL Comanche Tribal 
member Nicholas Solis had 
the honor of representing San-
dia High School at the Red VS. 
Green All-Star football game in 
Artesia.

Tahbonemah Plays in Blue-
Grey All American Bowl 

Courtesy Photo

 Lawton MacArthur senior, 
Caden Tahbonemah, was selected to 
play in the Blue (East) – Grey (West) 
All-American Bowl at the Dallas 
Cowboys AT&T football stadium, in 
Dallas, TX, on Dec. 12, 2022.
 Tahbonemah is an enrolled 
member of the Comanche Nation. 
He is also of Kiowa, Eastern Chero-
kee, Caddo and Apache descent and 
a direct descendent of Comanche 
Chief Quanah Parker and Kiowa Sol-
dier for Life I-See-O. Tahbonemah is 
18 years old and the son of the late 
Robert and Amee Pahcheka Tahbo-
nemah of Lawton, the grandson of 
Glen and Fran Tahbonemah of Law-
ton and Lanny and Shelley Asepermy 
of Apache. He has an older brother, 
Cameron, also of Lawton.
 Tahbonemah is a four-year 
starter for Lawton MacArthur at 
right tackle – he was selected as a 
5A-1 All-District Offensive Tackle 

in 2022 only seniors are selected 
for all-district honors. For the All-
American Bowl he was listed at 6’5”, 
307 lbs. – his position for the game 
was left tackle. There were 68 play-
ers from 22 states on the Blue (East) 
roster including11 from Texas, nine 
from Missouri, five from Louisiana, 
and two others from Oklahoma, and 
41 others from Washington state to 
Pennsylvania to Florida and most 
states in between. The Head Coach 
for the Blue team was Dick Bell, an 
NFL veteran with the Chargers and 
Buccaneers and the Offensive Line 
Coach was Gerald Lewis, an NFL 
Trainer. 
 The players arrived on Dec. 
10, 2022, for a welcome, room as-
signment, meal tickets and were is-
sued some for equipment. The first of 
two 4-hour practices was held from 
6-10 p.m. that evening. On day two, 

Caden Tahbonemah

after breakfast, were jersey presenta-
tions, photos, and interviews. Prior 
to their second and last practice from 
2-6 p.m., a team meeting was held.
 Kickoff was on Monday, 
Dec. 12, 2022 at Noon. Tahbonemah 
was one of three Captains for the 
Blue Team. 
 In all, he played about three-
quarters of the game. Unfortunately, 
the Blue team lost 37-17. The game 
was delayed broadcast by the Impact 
Football Network.
 Tahbonemah earned varsity 
letters at MacArthur for basketball 
(1 year), baseball (4 years), wres-
tling (2 years), and football (4 years). 
He is also a member of the student 
council and has a 3.48-GPA. Tahbo-
nemah has had several offers to play 
football with both Division I; Okla-
homa State, Tulsa, Central Arkansas, 
and South Dakota, and Division II; 

Central Oklahoma, Southwestern 
Oklahoma State, Oklahoma Baptist, 
Arkansas Tech, Missouri Western, 
Missouri Southern, and Northeastern 
Oklahoma State. Oklahoma Univer-
sity also sent former All-American 
running back, Demarco Murray, for 
a visit with Tahbonemah in Lawton, 
and Tahbonemah and his mother 
made an invitation visit to a Kansas 
University game. He has yet to de-
cide where he will continue his foot-
ball career, but he will sign in Febru-
ary. 

at Utah Beach during the D-Day in-
vasion in June 1944. He immediately 
put his skills to use directing aircraft 
and Naval gunfire to targets, inform-
ing other Comanche code breakers 
at higher headquarters of the tactical 
situation on the ground, and relaying 
information to his unit commander. 
Chibitty survived the landings and 
saw a lot more action throughout 
France. 
 Chibitty was honorably 
discharged from the Army after he 
received numerous medals, includ-
ing a purple heart and bronze star. 
The French presented Chibitty and 

other Comanche Code talkers with 
their second-highest medal for Val-
or- the Chevalier de L’ordre Na-
tional Du Merite.    
 The Comanche Code 
Talkers were credited with saving 
the lives of thousands of American 
and Allied Servicemen. 
  Charles Chibitty died in 
July of 2005 at age 83 on Nov. 18, 
2022, at Fort Gordon, in Augusta, 
Georgia, the 706 military intelligence 
group organization dedicated their 
battalion headquarters to Charles 
Chibitty for his contributions and 
achievements during World War II.

From Left (not including Military Staff), Back row: Clifford RedElk, 
John (JB) McClung, Jacob (JJ) McClung, Charlotte Lee, Carol RedElk. 
Front row: Lennetta Davenport, Levi Davenport, Lena McClung. 

CHIBITTY
Continued from Page 1

Dear TCNN
Letters to the Editor

Dear TCNN,
 I, Doris DeJesus, was very 
distressed about getting my house 
remodeled and the Comanche Hous-
ing made it more stressful. I went to 
several people and the AARP called 
to inform me they would be stepping 
in to help per Chairman.
  I found Dylan and Sha-
ron earlier and they stepped in and 
worked on my house with the money 
AARP provides and did my whole 
house. Keeping costs down by do-
ing the job themselves, refurbishing 
material that was reusable and keep-
ing labor between themselves. It was 
well worth it. My house looks new 
from top to bottom. 
 I am a Gold Star wife; my 
husband is a 100% disabled veteran. 
Dylan and Sharron Walker really 
care about the elders. 

Doris DeJesus

Courtesy Photo

Dear TCNN,
Proposed Council Resolutions - 

Lawton Casino Hotel & Conven-
tion Center and A High Stakes 

Bingo. 12/14/2022 
 Here are two projects to 
add to the list of 12 proposed reso-
lutions.
13. Do a hotel and convention cen-

ter by the Lawton casino. Locations: 
next to the Jake Sharp parking lot and 
road (which is elevated). Or locate at 
the tourist center (relocate the cen-
ter). Build it on beams because of the 
flood plain.
 The Jake Sharp land costs 
us $1 million for 40 acres. The Jake 
Sharp road and parking lot costs us 
over $1 million. The stop light on Lee 
Boulevard costs almost $1 million.
 We need a feasibility study 
or business plan to estimate the site 
development and size of the build-
ing. Construction costs, market and 
sales of rooms rent and convention 
rent income, cost of operations, man-
agement staff and office equipment, 
types of financing, architect require-
ment, etc. The point here is that we 
do the business plan, and we manage 
the operations. And do bids, not a 
sole contract.
 There were plans to build a 
hotel in the area of the parking lot be-
fore there was a parking lot in 2006. 
There was a smoking ceremony. 
Were there requests for proposals or 
was it going to be a sole source con-
struction and management contract, 
where we would have received very 
little benefit? Proof of an RFP and 
proposals received? If built-in 2006, 
it would have flooded twice.
 We have Comanches with 
business degrees and experience, 
dedicated and willing to work, who 
can do the plan and manage the ho-
tel and convention center. We spend 
$13 million to do a Red River Hotel 
in March 2013, and a truck plaza on 
January 13, 2013. A loan of $10 mil-
lion for the hotel and $3 million for 
the truck plaza. The loan was from 
the Pottawatomie Nation Bank in 
Shawnee. My guess is that the inter-
est was $3 million or more. We could 
have used gaming revenue to finance 
the projects from our annual budgets 
without interest. The hotel is empty 
four days a week. But we have expe-
rience operating a hotel.
 The purchase of Montego 

Bay may be profitable with more 
room.
 14. Do a BINGO at the 
empty Nations of Fun building by 
the empty water park. Easy to do. 
Chairs, tables and scoreboard. We 
have 2005 approved council resolu-
tion in the council meeting minutes 
to keep BINGO open. BINGO was 
closed in 2012, because the gam-
bling machines were more profitable 
per square foot. We can still use the 
snack bar equipment there. Lawton 
has no high-stakes bingo. 20 or more 
employees.

Thomas Narcomey, Comanche 
Member. 

EDITOR’S NOTE: The Comanche 
Nation does not own the building at 
the waterpark. It is owned by the 
KCA.



Call 405-829-1207

SALES-INSTALLATION-REPAIRS

SERVING OF ALL OF CADDO COUNTY,
FLETCHER, ELGIN AND LAWTON AREAS

Competitive Pricing on ALL Parts & Equipment

W & R MECHANICAL L.L.C

Heating and Air

 Duct Cleaning Services Blown Insulation

Native American Owned & Operated

Email: wrmechanical@gmail.com

We Accept Visa, Mastercard and Discover Cards
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COMANCHE NATION 
ADDRESS UPDATES

More Than Banking, It’s Family!

877-585-4177 CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE-PRIDE

You may now update your address with Enrollment 
by going to the enrollment page at 

www.comanchenation.com and clicking on the 
Online Form or call (580)492-3371 for other 

enrollment related questions.

• Did You Receive Your 2022 Per Capita
 Payment?
• Is Your Address Current To Receive 
 Your Tax Form?
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