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Comanche Nation 
Housing Authority 
Awarded $491,283 

Grant to Help 
Rehabilitate Out of 
Area Elders Homes
The BIA ARPA funding will en-
hance Comanche Nation Hous-
ing Authority’s Elder-focused 

welfare initiative 

 LAWTON, Okla., (Aug. 14, 
2023) – Comanche Nation Housing 
Authority (CNHA), a Comanche Na-
tion-affiliated organization that pro-
motes self-sufficiency and provides 
affordable, safe and decent housing 
to low-income tribal members, re-
cently announced it was awarded the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs American 
Rescue Plan Act (BIA ARPA) grant 
of $491,238. The federal grant will 
directly support CNHA’s ongoing 
efforts to rehabilitate Elders’ living 
conditions. 
 The one-time grant aims to 
address the long-lasting public health 
and economic challenges caused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic by provid-
ing essential housing repairs and im-
provements to tribal Elders, helping 
them maintain a safe and healthy liv-
ing environment.
 "Over the past year, we have 
prioritized our efforts to better serve 
our Elders as they are an essential 
part of our culture and community,” 
said Nora Sovo, Deputy Director of 
CNHA. “The funding will allow us 
to reach Elders that have been con-
sidered out of reach since they do 
not reside in our service areas. It is 
crucial to maintain the upkeep of as 
many Elder tribal members' homes as 
possible, ensuring they have safe and 
healthy living spaces."
 The funding will serve as 
an expansion of Comanche Nation 
Housing Authority's existing Elder 
Rehabilitation Program, which is 
a social welfare initiative aimed at 
improving the housing needs, living 
conditions and general well-being of 
Comanche Nation Elders. The BIA 
ARPA is specifically designed to ex-
tend the ongoing housing improve-
ment services to Elders residing out-
side of the current service area. 
 The grant will provide up to 
$8,000 in assistance for services like 
remedying water, sewage, and major 
electrical issues, renovations to meet 
handicap accessibility and lifestyle 
improvements, appliance replace-
ment to enhance habitability of the 
home limited to generators, range, 
cooktops, hoods/vents, ovens, refrig-
erators, washers and dryers.
 Eligibility for this award is 
determined upon tribal enrollment 
status and age (62 or older), being the 
homeowner residing in the home and 
being located outside of the Coman-
che Nation's seven-county service 
areas. Online applications will be ac-
cepted beginning Sept. 11 and will 
continue until funds are expended. To 
apply for this one-time grant, please 
visit www.comanchehousing.com. 

Attendees of the 2023 Comanche Nation Fair 
will see some changes this year.
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The famous row of tipis that symbolize the Comanche Nation Fair will be put up the end of 
September to commemorate the Comanche Nation Fair celebration, which will take place 
Sept. 29-Oct. 1. 

 As summer comes to an 
end, Comanche tribal members near 
and far are preparing for the an-
nual Comanche Nation Fair where 
tribal members gather to celebrate 
their culture. The Comanche Nation 
Fair will run from Friday, Sept. 29, 
through Sunday, Oct. 1, with some 
events starting the week prior. 
 A new Fair Board was elect-
ed the end of 2022, and they are mak-
ing some changes to help make the 
fair more accommodating for every-
one.
 President of Comanche Na-
tion Fair Board, June Kester said the 
land run will have an online registra-
tion this year.  
 “Registration will be strictly 
enforced,” she said. “So, if they come 
on the day of to set up, they will just 
be stopped, and then we can register 
them on-site. If somebody happens 
to try to set up camp where there’s 
somebody else registered, we’ll just 
move them and help them register for 
their own site.”
 She said they’re still work-

ing on getting registration ready.
 “We’re currently working 
extremely hard with law enforce-
ment and with the IT department on 
our camper registration,” Kester said. 
“That is set to go live on September 
1, and we also have an event set up 
with the Elder’s Council so that we, 
as the fair board, can help be there to 
assist our elders when it is time for 
them to register for campsites.”
 She said they measured sites 
to ensure room for a car, tent and any-
thing else campers might need.
 “They’ll be numbered, and 
they’ll be rows, and they’ll be more 
organized,” Kester said. “So, when 
you go on the website and you pick 
your site, you’ll be able to, when get 
on site, you’ll be able to see your 
number, you’ll see your location.”
 Annual events are still ac-
tive this year; however, there won’t 
be a rodeo, a softball tournament or a 
music festival. 
 “Most of the annual events; 
the golf tournament, the carnival, of 
course, will be up and running, and 
our powwow, which is the center of 

the fair, will be up and running for the 
three days, and we’ll have children’s 
activities,” she said. 
 There will be a horseshoe 
tournament and cornhole, a parade 
and hot dogs after the parade. 
 Kester said they have ev-
erything in the works and are wrap-
ping up event fliers and a schedule of 
events. 
 “We’re hoping that this 
will open it up for more employees 
to be able to go and, of course, more 
visitors over the weekend. And we’re 
going to have the buffalo harvest as 
well. This will be the second year that 
we’ll be doing the buffalo harvest,” 
she said.
 Kester said the fair board is 
there to help transition to the upcom-
ing changes. 
 “We want to be moving for-
ward and always doing better as the 
fair board continues to grow,” she 
said. “I mean, last year, I think, was 
our biggest year ever, and so that’s 
part of what this whole thing is, it 
is just working together and coming 
up with ideas. We’ve outgrown our 

space, and we’ve also got a lot of 
structures coming up on the limited 
space that we already have. And so, 
we understand that it’s a big change, 
but we’re hoping this will be a good 
change, and we’ll make sure that it’s 
fair and there’s room for everybody 
who wants to come and camp.”
 The Comanche Nation Fair 
Board members are:
President - June Kester
Vice President - Anthony Nauni
Secretary - Larissa Wetselline
Treasurer- Ritchie Felix
 For more information about 
the fair, contact any of the fair board 
members by calling the Comanche 
Nation Main number, (580) 492-
4988.

Special Comanche 
Nation Fair Section in 

this issue
See Pages 17-20

Hundreds of students 
received backpacks and 
school supplies at the 
Youth Services’ annual 
Back-to-School Bash, 
which took place July 29 
at the Comanche Nation 
Complex. TOP: Cache 
School students Preston 
Crosby, Andy Nunley, 
Haze Nunley and Car-
son Crosby receive their 
student supply boxes. 
LEFT: Benicio Costilla 
of Apache School choos-
es a backpack for his 
4th grade year. RIGHT: 
Jimmy Parker and other 
parents sign in at the 
Back to School Bash 
school supply giveaway.

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

On August 21, the 
Comanche Academy 
Charter School began 
their school year in 
a new facility behind 
the Dorothy Sunrise 
Lorentino Education 
Center in Lawton, 
Okla. The Public Ser-
vice Company of Okla-
homa (PSO) installed 
electricity at Coman-
che Academy Charter 
School just in time for 
classes to begin. The 
school has students 
from Pre-Kindergarten 
through third grade.
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By Natascha Mercadante/NewsStaff
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 The award-winning Comanche 
Nation News, the official communication 
of the Comanche Nation, is available at 
no charge upon request. The deadline to 
submit information for the October edition 
is 5 p.m., September 15. 
Contact:

The Comanche Nation News
P.O. Box 908

Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908
Telephone: (580) 492-3381
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: pio@comanchenation.com

PIO/TCNN Staff
• Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-

porter, Photographer- Email: Jolene.
Schonchin@comanchenation.com 
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382

• Paula Karty, Assist. Editor, Reporter, 
Photographer- Email: Paula.Karty@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number–(580)492-3383

• Stacey Heminokeky, Adminis-
trative Assistant- Email: Stacey.
Heminokeky@comanchenation.com 
Telephone Number (580) 492-3385

• Heaven Williams, Reporter/Photog-
rapher - Email: Heaven.Williams@
comanchenation.com - Telephone 
(580) 492-3621.

• Natascha Mercadante -Online 
Reporter - Email: Natascha.Mer-
cadante@comanchenation.com - 
Telephone (580) 492-3381.

• News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

• Photographs will be copied and will 
become the property of TCNN. To 
return original photographs, send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

• The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. Please submit a 
first and last name. The Passings/
Obituaries are submitted by the Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home or by 
tribal members on a funeral home 
letterhead. The Milestones Page is for 
tribal members only. TCNN publishes 
all services conducted by The Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home without 
discretion. The Obituaries Page is for 
tribal members only.

• TCNN will print a Comanche organi-
zation’s annual event flyer once free 
of charge as a courtesy to our tribal 
organizations. The guidelines for flyer 
submission are: Pow-wow flyers have 
to be from an established Comanche 
organization. There has to be contact 
person and number on the organiza-
tion’s annual flyer.

• We reserve the right to edit all mate-
rial. Letters or articles that contain 
libelous information, slander, or 
personal attacks will not be printed. 
Letters to the Editor must be signed 
with a legible name, and have an 
500 word limit. The letters to the 
editor or articles contained in The 
Comanche Nation News does not 
reflect the views or opinions of the 
PIO staff.

Member of the Native American 
Journalist

Association since 2001
Member of the Society of Professional

Journalists since 2010

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

comanchenationpio

@thecomanchenationnews

Member of the Oklahoma Press Associa-
tion since 2022

WE ARE COMANCHE WARRIORS

Being a Comanche Warrior encompasses embodying the values of brav-
ery, honor, and loyalty while protecting our people and our Comanche 
way of life. A Comanche Warrior’s identity is deeply tied to our roots 
passed down to us from generation to generation and the traditions, val-
ues, and skills of the Comanche People. It involves being a protector of 
our Comanche Nation and upholding the cultural, language, and spiritual 
beliefs. 

A COMANCHE WARRIOR FIGHTS FOR SOMETHING BIGGER 
THAN SELF

It’s not about being the toughest person, it’s not about seeking glory, and 
it doesn’t require a uniform. A warrior is fully engaged in developing their 
talent and ability over a lifetime to become an asset to the “tribe” they 
serve. Today, that Tribe is our family, our community , our elders, our par-
ents and future generations to come. Being a warrior is serving something 
greater than ourselves.

A COMANCHE WARRIOR NURTURES THEIR WARRIOR SPIRIT
In our Comanche communities, the warriors role is a spiritual endeavor 
as much as anything else. Between our powwow’s, ceremonies, prayers, 
sacrifices, and use of holy medicines, spirit is interwoven throughout all 
of our actions and intentions. When our spirit is involved in the activity, 
the activity itself  becomes a spiritual event. When we incorporate our 
spiritual beliefs and practices into our efforts, they can pull us through 
pain and fear, and help us get out of our own way to accomplish what we 
set out to do.

A WARRIOR ISN’T JUST A MAN’S JOB
Our Comanche women are the birthplace and backbone of our Comanche 
Nation. They’ve always had a strong presence, serving and leading our 
people. Our Comanche women are full fledge warriors in every sense of 
the word as they protect our children, they keep our families intact, and 
they fight to preserve our culture. They’ve been honorably fulfilling this 
role for almost 150 years and undoubtedly will continue to do so not only 
in our Comanche Nation, but also in government, in the military, educa-
tion, science, social services, healthcare, and in leadership roles across our 
Comanche Nation.

By honoring our cultural heritage, preserving traditions, and advocating 
for the rights and well-being of our Comanche People, as well as standing 
up against injustices, we are promoting cultural awareness and working to 
address the unique challenges we face everyday and preserving our beau-
tiful culture. We are and always will be Comanche Warriors. 

Together our  Comanche Nation is well defended….WE ARE COMAN-
CHE WARRIORS and WE ARE COMANCHE STRONG!
 LIVE LIKE A WARRIOR, DIE LIKE A LEGEND

URA, 
Chairman W. 

A Total of 12 Resolutions are 
Presented at the August 

CBC Meeting

 The Comanche Nation 
Chairman, Mark Woommavovah, 
called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. 
 The Secretary/Treasurer, 
John Wahnee, conducted Roll Call, 
and all of the Comanche Nation 
Committee (CBC) were present. 
Wahnee followed with the invoca-
tion.
 CBC No. 3, Alice Kas-
sanavoid, makes a motion to strike 
Resolutions No. 82-2023 and 83-
2023 because they did not make the 
two-week deadline for resolutions. 
CBC No. 4, Jordan Fox, amends 
the motion to second the strike for 
Resolution No. 83-2023, but Reso-
lution No. 82-2023 was discussed 
with the CBC, and it was agreed to 
proceed with it. The motion to strike 
both resolutions fails by 1/5/0. The 
motion to strike only Resolution 83-
2023 pertains to the three-year term 
of the Tribal Administrator, which 
the General Council passed in May. 
Fox explained that the CBC need to 
read and discuss the resolution be-
fore voting on it. Woommavovah ex-
plained that it was approved by the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (BIA) and 
by the BIA Legal Counsel. A discus-
sion followed.  CBC No. 1, Hazel 
Tahsequah, seconds Fox’s motion. 
The motion passes 4/2/0. 
 Kassanavoid makes a mo-
tion to table the meeting minutes for 
the July meeting due to missing pag-
es. Tahsequah seconds the motion. 
The motion carries 6/0/0.

Executive Officer Reports
 Woommavovah apologizes 
for missing the July meeting.  He had 
a family emergency and contacted 
the CBC from the Emergency Room 
the Friday before the meeting to let 
them know he could not attend the 
July meeting. He commended the 
tribe’s Transportation Department 
and recognized the director, Adrian 
Tehauno, along with the Public Re-
lations, Public Information Office, 
and the Office of Environmental Pro-
grams, for helping with the Madeschi 
Road Dedication. He attended the 
City of Lawton’s birthday celebra-
tion and recognized Teresa Lopez 
and the Comanche Youth Dancers, 
which participated in the celebra-
tion. He helped serve elders and the 
Comanche Nation Elder Center and 
recognized the director, Renea To-
ahty, for making sure the elders also 
had exercise opportunities with Chair 
Aerobics. He and CBC Fox attended 
the 101 birthday of a Comanche Na-
tion Assisted Living Center resident.
 The Comanche Nation Vice 
Chairman, Dr. Cornel Pewewardy, 
reported he attended all required 
CBC Meetings for the month of July 
and recognized Oklahoma House 
Bill 429, which addresses Native 
regalia at high school graduations, 
which went into effect in July. He at-
tended a celebration of its passing in 
Oklahoma City hosted by the Okla-
homa Council of Indian Education. 
He attended the quarterly consulta-
tion meeting with some of the Co-
manche Academy administration and 
school board, the Mayor of Lawton’s 
Commission of Race Relations Com-
mittee, participated at the annual Co-
manche Homecoming Powwow, and 
met with the Cheyenne and Arapaho 
leadership in El Reno about starting a 
sovereign charter school.  
 Wahnee reported he com-
pleted the Secretary/Treasurer re-
quirements cited in the Comanche 
Nation Constitution and reviewed the 
financial statements of the CPA Fin-
ley and Cook. He submitted the state-
ments to the CBC at the All Entities 

Editor’s Note: This is an overview 
of the August 5, Comanche Business 
Committee Monthly Meeting, and not 
the official minutes. To obtain a copy 
of the official minutes, please contact 
the Office of the Chairman, (580) 492-
3251. You can watch the meeting in 
its entirety online at comanchenation.
com.

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Meeting. He met with entity directors 
who received monthly reports, focus-
ing on the requirements and staying 
within the budget, which ensures 
clean audits. Randy Baker, Realty 
Department Land Officer of the Co-
manche Nation, gave a presentation 
on the land holdings. 
Comanche County, Okla. Trust and 

Fee Tracts:
• 23 trust tracks – total trust assets 

$34.3 million – three casinos
• 22 fee tracks- total fee assets 

$23.7 million
• Nine total taxation properties/

year $58,433.00
Cotton County, Okla. Trust, 

and Fee Tracts
• 17 trust tracks – total trust assets 

$ 24 million – four casinos
• Four fee tracks – total fee assets 

$2.9 million 
• Four total taxation properties/

year $3,646.00
Grady County, Okla. Fee Tract

• One fee tract
• Total fee assets - $1.3 million 
• One total taxation property/year 

$11,153.00
Caddo County, Okla. Trust 

and Fee Tracts
• Four trust tracts
• Total trust assets $2.1 million
• Six fee tracts – total fee assets 

$1.2 million
• Four total taxation properties/

year $2,742.00
Tillman County, Okla. Trust Tracks

• Total trust assets - $784,000.00
• Fee tracts – 0
• Fee assets – 0
• Total taxation of properties/year 

$0
Comanche Nation Total 

Net Holdings
• Trust properties - $61.2 million 

totaling 46 tracts at 4,142 acres
• Fee properties - $29.1 million 

totaling 33 tracts at 1,147 acres
 Wahnee’s next update was 
the revisions of the Comanche Na-
tion website, and a presentation was 
given by the Information Technology 
(IT) Director, Charles Crutcher. He 
reported that the information from 
the current website is being moved 
to the new website. He added that 
the new website will be very user-
friendly, and the Communications 
team, which consists of the Public 
Information Office, the IT Media, 
and the Public Relations Officer, will 
begin training on how to run the new 
website. Crutcher said the window to 
have it online is by the beginning of 
the new fiscal year in October. 

Board Reports
IHS Health Board –CBC No. 1- Tah-
sequah reported she did not attend the 
July meeting and will give a report 
next month.
Cow Calf Program – CBC No. 1 
-Tahsequah reported the Nation has 
164 head of cattle spread over four 
tracks of land in Cotton County. A 
total of 17 steers are going through 
a meticulous hand-feeding process in 
collaboration with Glover Cattle to 
ensure high-quality beef adds value 
to the Comanche Nation’s interest 
in the beef cattle market. Two steers 
will be donated to the Comanche Na-
tion Fair for rations. They are work-
ing with the Elder Center and casinos 
to slowly integrate Comanche beef 
and take over the existing beef sup-
ply. The remaining beef will be dis-
tributed to elders.
Tax Commission – Secretary/Trea-
surer – Wahnee reported the Tax 
Commission is making sure the 
TERO Tax is collected and working 
with the contractors to make sure the 
TERO Tax is applied to them. They 
are looking at new ways to generate 
revenue to the Nation. 
KCA Intertribal Land Use Commit-
tee – Wahnee reported they discussed 
the agreement that is being proposed 
with the Lawton Sports Authority. 
He reminded everyone that he mo-
tioned in a prior meeting that the 

Comanches would not take part un-
til it is taken to the General Council 
for approval and the motion passed. 
The committee asked the director to 
provide more budget information. 
The Kiowa Chairman has assumed 
the role of President, The Comanche 
Chairman is Vice President, and the 
Apache Chairman is the Secretary/
Treasurer for one-year terms. A spe-
cial committee will be formed to re-
view all leases monitoring on KCA 
properties.  
Housing Authority – The Comanche 
Housing Authority was chosen as a 
case study for the American Rescue 
Plan. It is identified as a Best Prac-
tice Case Study for the Indian Hous-
ing Block Grant, and all of the CBC 
members were in attendance, except 
for Ross Brandt, who has missed six 
consecutive meetings. 
Comanche Enterprises – CBC No. 4 
& Secretary/Treasurer – Fox reported 
a CEO will be hired by the end of 
August. The Comanche Construc-
tion Tinker Air Force Base Project 
is 99.7% complete. The USDA in 
Tuscan, Ariz., is 75% complete, and 
the target month of completion is 
December 2023, which will close 
out Comanche Construction. The 
Numunu Staffing has a total of 13 
temporary workers whom they have 
helped find employment. One is at the 
Hilton Garden Inn in Lawton, Okla., 

three at the Comanche Housing Au-
thority, one in the City of Lawton 
Multi-Media, three in Lawton Field 
Utility, three in Lawton Landscaping, 
one in Lawton as an Administration 
Assistant, and one in Lawton sanita-
tion. The new construction company 
is called Numunu Construction. They 
are 90% complete at the Complex 
and are targeted to complete it in a 
month. They are also overseeing the 
Tuscan, Ariz. project. The Cache Ca-
sino Project is going to re-open next 
month. 

Resolutions
Resolution No. 70-2023-Enrollment 
Eligible Resolution List No. 1296 –
Wahnee motioned to accept the reso-
lution. Tahsequah seconded the mo-
tion. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 71-2023-Enrollment 
Eligible Resolution List No. 1297 - 
Pewewardy motioned to accept the 
resolution. Kassanavoid seconded 
the motion with the amendment to 
correct a typo. The motion carries 
6/0/0.
Resolution No. 72-2023-Enrollment 
Ineligible Resolution List No. 1298 
- Wahnee motioned to accept the 
resolution with an amendment to fix 
a typo. Tahsequah seconded the mo-
tion. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 73-2023-Enrollment 
Ineligible Resolution List No. 1299 

See CBC MEETING, Page 4
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DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 

for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.
  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   

REASONABLE PREP FEES
Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455

- Fox motioned to accept the 
resolution. Wahnee seconded 
the motion. The motion carries 
6/0/0.
Resolution No. 74-2023-En-
rollment Ineligible Resolu-
tion List No. 1300 - Wahnee 
motioned to accept the reso-
lution. Kassanavoid seconded 
the motion. The motion carries 
6/0/0. 
Resolution No. 76-2023-CN 
Finance Department Manual 
Resolution - Kahrahrah mo-
tioned to accept the resolution. 
Wahnee seconded the motion. 
The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 77-2023-FY 
2024 Gaming Commission 
Budget Resolution - Fox mo-
tioned to accept the resolution. 
Wahnee seconded the motion. 
The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 78-2023-Co-
manche Nation Housing 
ARPA Resolution - Wahnee 
motioned to accept the resolu-
tion. Kahrahrah seconded the 
motion. The motion carries 
6/0/0.
Resolution No. 79-2023-Co-
manche Nation Housing ICDB 
Grant Resolution - Wahnee 
motioned to accept the reso-
lution. Pewewardy seconded 
the motion. The motion carries 
6/0/0.
Resolution No. 80-2023-Co-
manche Nation Entertainment 
FY 2024 Operating Budget 
Resolution - Kahrahrah mo-
tioned to accept the resolu-
tion. Kassanavoid seconded 
the motion. The motion carries 
6/0/0.
Resolution No. 81-2023-Co-
manche Nation Entertainment 
Capital Expenditures Resolu-
tion – Kassanavoid motioned 
to accept the resolution. Fox 
seconded the motion. The mo-
tion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 82-2023-CN 
Enterprise Board of Directors 
Removal - Fox motioned to 
move it to Executive Session. 
Tahsequah seconded the mo-
tion. The motion carries 6/0/0.

Old/New Business

 Tribal elder, Ron Red 
Elk takes the floor to remind 
the CBC that the Comanche 
Constitution regulates them, 
and he said it is not in the con-
stitution CBC members can 
use the online meeting app. 
called Zoom. He said if the 
CBC wants to use Zoom in a 
meeting, it needs to be placed 
in the Comanche Constitution 
first. Another tribal member 
supported Red Elk’s state-
ment. Kassanavoid explained 
that Zoom was allowed in the 
COVID restrictions, but those 
restrictions have been lifted, 
so Zoom should not be al-
lowed. 
 Tribal member, John 
Harrington encouraged the 
CBC to work together, al-
though the group has different 
opinions. He added that there 
are many gaming competitors, 
the cost of living is rising, and 
their constituents support the 
CBC and want to help. Tribal 
member, Donnie Ramos sup-
ported Harrington’s statement 
by saying he has worked for 
other tribes and has met with 
several, and he sees them 
moving forward. He said he 
wants to see the Comanche 
tribe move forward and for the 
CBC to use the talents of tribal 
members to reach that goal. 
 A tribal member 
questioned Kahrahrah why 
he has to attend meetings via 
Zoom and asked him to attend 
the CBC meetings physically 
and not through the online 
app. 
 Wahnee makes a mo-
tion to go into Executive Ses-
sion. Kahrahrah seconds the 
motion.

Out of Executive Session
 Fox makes a motion 
for the CBC to travel to the 
USDA Conference. Tahsequah 
seconds the motion. The mo-
tion carries 6/0/0.
 Tahsequah motions 
to move the Housing meeting 
to the Tuesday of the All En-
tities meeting. Kahrahrah sec-

CBC Meeting
Continued from Page 3

 For the fifth year in a row, the Coman-
che Dance Troupe participated in the Annual 
Gallup Inter-tribal Ceremonial on August 10-
12, in Gallup, N.M. Leader of the Comanche 
Dance Troup, Dr. Cornel Pewewardy, said that 
this year was special because of a missed year 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Annual 
Gallup Inter-tribal Ceremonial event was held 
through the difficulties of the Great Depression, 
World War II, and other major world events. 
This year marked the 101st Gallup Inter-tribal 
Ceremonial for tribal groups to share their cul-

Comanche Dance Troupe represented at 101th 
Annual Gallup Inter-tribal Ceremonial

The Comanche Dance Troupe participated in the Annual Gallup Inter-tribal Ceremonial on 
August 10-12, 2023 in Gallup, NM. From left: Quanah Henry, Tessa Roblelo, Bruce Bennett, 
Bear Berryhill, Louis Bennett, Gail Tahhahwah, Kenny Donaghey, Delvin Bennett, LaNeal 
Pewewardy, Shiann Famero, Chantel Pewewardy. Kneeling from left: Mario Tenequer, Jr., 
Armondo Tenequer, Mario Tenequer, Cornel Pewewardy

ture with everyone, and at the same time, learn 
about Native cultures of the Southwest. For over 
100 years, locals and tourist alike, look forward 
to gathering in Gallup to carry on traditions en-
joyed by generations. 
 The excitement of walking in the 
Thursday night and Saturday morning parade, 
performing at the amphitheater and group per-
formances at the rodeo arena, while enjoying the 
company of Comanche relatives, friends is sec-
ond to none.

onds the motion. The motion 
carries 6/0/0.
 Tahsequah makes a 
motion to create a sub-com-
mittee to work with the elec-
tion board, having two CBC 
members on it to work on the 
election ordinance. Pewewar-
dy seconds it. The motion car-
ries 6/0/0.
 Pewewardy makes 
a motion to pass Resolution 
82-2023. Kahrahrah seconds 
the motion. Kassanavoid stat-
edshe wants it to be noted 
that removing the Comanche 
Enterprise Board is a political 
ploy to allow a CBC member a 
better opportunity at the CEO 
job. She added that this is the 
second time since she has been 
in office that she has seen a 
CBC member trying to better 
his chances of obtaining the 
job for CEO with the attempt-
ed removal of two board mem-
bers, which should be three, 
which will make the charter 
out of compliance because of 
the actions of the CBC.
 Kahrahrah seconds 
the motion. The motion carries 
4/1/1.
 Kassanavoid makes 
a motion to amend Resolution 
No. 82-2023 to remove Secre-
tary/ Treasurer John Wahnee 
because, with all the listed 
charter violations, he was also 
on the board when they oc-
curred. There was no second 
to the motion, so the motion 
died. 
 Fox motions to move 
the September CBC Meeting 
to September 9 due to the La-
bor Day holiday. Tahsequah 
seconds the motion. The mo-
tion carries 6/0/0.
 Wahnee makes a mo-
tion to adjourn. Pewewardy 
seconds the motion. The mo-
tion carries 6/0/0.

INAUGURAL WICHITA WILDLIFE REFUGE SUMMIT. Members of the Comanche 
Nation and tribal leadership attended the inaugural Wichita Mountains Wildlife Ref-
uge August 9, at the refuge’s Quanah Parker Education Center.  Other area tribes were 
represented along with their leadership. The purpose of the gathering was for Wichita 
Wildlife officials to discuss many topics concerning the refuge and will be a foundation 
on which they can build relationships to better understand one another and find ways 
to collaborate to achieve shared success!

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Comanche Red River Hotel 
Casino Names “Summer Night Drive” and “Fun 

in the Sun” Grand Prize Winners 
Two winners drive away in style with Polaris powersport vehicles and a Ford 

Bronco 

 DEVOL, Okla., (Aug. 15, 2023) - Comanche Nation Entertainment has named two win-
ners for its “Summer Night Drive” and “Fun in the Sun” promotional drawings. The “Summer 
Night Drive” drawing took place on July 29, naming Wichita Falls resident David the winner of 
a brand new full-sized 2023 Ford Bronco. The following week, the “Fun in The Sun” promotion 
named James, also from Wichita Falls, the winner of both a Polaris Sportsman and RZR PRO XP. 
 “These giveaways are just a few examples of the many ways we commit to providing 
exceptional entertainment and unforgettable experiences to our valued guests,” said Mia Tahdoo-
ahnippah, CEO of Comanche Nation Entertainment.  
 Throughout June and July, Comanche Red River Hotel Casino held two promotions 
where guests could play various games to earn entries into grand prize drawings. Each drawing 
offered guests the chance to drive away in either a Ford Bronco or two Polaris vehicles. 
 David’s new SUV is renowned for its blend of classic design and modern features, built 
for navigating city streets and going on off-road adventures. It offers a spacious and comfortable 
interior, optimizing the driving experience for both drivers and passengers.  
 James’ Polaris Sportsman and RZR PRO XP are built to tackle diverse landscapes. Each 
Polaris vehicle features Ride Command+, which checks the vehicle's health, location and mainte-
nance schedule from the palm of the driver’s hand. 
 “Summer Night Drive” and “Fun in the Sun” are part of Comanche Nation Entertain-
ment’s efforts to deliver an unparalleled gaming and entertainment experience to its guests. 
Throughout its seven casinos and travel plaza, each property holds monthly promotions and give-
aways to reward its guests and local community. 
 Comanche Red River Hotel Casino is open 24 hours a day seven days a week. To learn 
more about Comanche Red River Hotel Casino, visit https://www.comancheredrivercasino.com/. 

Courtesy Photos 

The Election Board met on August 1 and selected six additional mem-
bers to complete the Election Board of the required 12 plus one al-
ternate.
The additional Election Board Member are:
• Sandra Chasenut                        
• Elizabeth Ware
• Marilyn Tiger
• Rosalind Asetamy
• Elia Ahdosy
• JW Figueroa
• Mike Blackstar-Alternate

Submitted by Dr. Cornel Pewewardy
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Programs

Prevention & Recovery’s COIPP 
Program Skates into Wellness at Their 

2nd Annual Skate Jam

 The Comanche Nation Prevention & Recovery Community Opioid 
Intervention Pilot Project (COIPP) hosted their 2nd Annual Ramp It Up Skate 
Jam on August 12. Skaters of all ages braved the summer heat at the Lawton 
Skate Park to compete in this family-friendly event. Viewers were able to 
grab a slice of pizza while they watched the competition and a demo skating 
performance by BladeOK. DJ Tyler D rocked the Skate Park with upbeat mu-
sic while families also enjoyed other fun activities, such as the photo booth, 
face painting and other temporary body art. COIPP Project Director, Anthony 
Monoessy, stated that the event’s purpose is to not only bring awareness to the 
opioid crisis and the prevention efforts CNP&R takes to fight drug and alcohol 
use and suicide, but to reach out to our Native youth within the Skate com-
munity. It’s important for us to show them that they matter and do not go over-
looked. CNP&R has come to look forward to hosting this community event 
and hopes that it continues to grow throughout future competitions.  
 Future events include the 3rd Annual Native Spirit Walk, which will 
take place on September 26 in collaboration with the local MMIW chapter. The 
walk event will begin at 6 p.m. at the Comanche Nation Powwow Grounds. 
Keep an eye for future CNP&R events on their Facebook page at “Comanche 
Nation P&R,” “Comanche Nation IAMNDN,” and “Comanche Nation Native 
Spirit Project” as well at their Instagram page at cn.prevention.recovery.

Courtesy Photo

Child Support Services 
Announces Court Dates 

In the Comanche Nation 
Tribal Court

• Shawn Davis: CNCSP-23-21; Pe-
tition to Establish Child Support  
• Jose Espinoza: CNCSP-20-34; 
Application for Indirect Contempt
• Brittany Parker: CNCSP-23-18; 
Petition to Register Foreign Order
• Johnathan Smith: CNCSP-16-37; 
Application for Indirect Contempt
• Carlotta Harry: CNCSP-18-074; 
Application for Indirect Contempt
• Delvin Polite: CNCSP-11-11; Mo-
tion to Modify Child Support
 Under Title 3 of the Coman-
che Nation Child Support Codes Rule 
4 (E (3) allows for service by publi-
cation in instances where the location 
of the subject is unknown, or when 
the subject of service has been unable 
to be served by traditional means. 
The CNCSP is needing the above 
name(s) to be placed in our upcom-
ing Comanche Nation Newspaper.  
 Please note that all Coman-
che Nation Tribal Court child hear-
ings will be conducted in person. 
 Please note that all Court of 
Indian offenses child support hear-
ings will be conducted in person. 

Historic Preservation Office Invites 
Public to Community Gatherings

 The Comanche Historic 
Preservation is inviting communities 
to gatherings that will take place dur-
ing the  month of September.
 The goal is to bring people 
together to share stories in regards to 
the cultural and traditions from the 
past to the present.
 “We want to get the com-
munities together to share stories 
about the area, about their families, 
and just fellowship with each other,” 
said Martina Minthorn, director of 
the Historic Preservation Office.
 Light refreshments will be 
served.
 The meetings will be held 
6 p.m.-8 p.m. at the following loca-
tions:
• August 31 - Elgin/Richard Spur 

community - Watchetaker Hall, 

Comanche Nation Complex
• Sept. 5 - Anadarko community - 

Comanche Nation Outreach Of-
fice

• Sept. 7 - Apache/Cyril/Fletcher 
communities, Comanche Nation 
Community of Apache

• Sept. 12- Cache/Indiahoma com-
munities, Comanche Nation Ca-
homa Building

• Sept. 14 - Lawton/Geronimo 
communities, Comanche Nation 
Dorothy Sunrise Lorentino Edu-
cation Building

• Sept. 19 - Walters/Faxon com-
munities, Comanche Nation 
Community Center of Walters

 For more information, con-
tact the Historic Preservation Office 
at (580) 492-1153.

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

EVENING OF PRAYER. The Historic Preservation 
Office held an evening of prayer Aug. 15 at the Coman-
che Nation Complex’s Watchetaker Hall to commemo-
ration date of the Comanche Nation versus the United 
States of America in 2008. In addition, prayers were 
given for the protection of Native American sacred 
places such as Pikes Peak, Colo.,  and Scotts Bluff, Neb, 
among others. TOP LEFT: A memorial song was given 
for the sacred monuments by singers. TOP RIGHT: 
Martina Minthorn, director of the Historic Preserva-
tion Office, welcomes the attendees. BOTTOM LEFT: 
The Comanche Indian Veterans Association Princess, 
Arlene Schonchin, and the Comanche Nation Princess, 
McKenzi Sovo, call ticket numbers and give out door 
prizes throughout the evening. Courtesy Photo Courtesy Photo

Submitted by Brittany Turner/Comanche Nation Prevention & Recovery

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff
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Culinary Corner/ Fun Page

We want to see what you are 
cooking! Send a picture of 
any of the recipes you try on 
the “culinary corner” page, 
and it will be in an issue of 
TCNN, and TCNN will mail 
you a gift of thanks. Email 
your name, picture, and 
which recipe you used to 
Heaven.Williams@Coman-
chenation.com.

Ingredients 

Directions 

Loaded Baked Potato 
Salad 

Ingredients 

Directions

• ¼ Cup of chili powder 
• ¼ Cup of packed light brown 
sugar 
• 1 Teaspoon chipotle chili 
powder 
• Salt and Pepper 
• 4 Pounds of chilled chicken 
thighs 
• ¼ Cup of vegetable oil 
• ½ Cup of freshly chopped 
cilantro 
• 1 Lime cut into wedges 

1. Whisk together the chili 
powder, sugar, chipotle pow-
der, 1 teaspoon of salt, and 
½ a teaspoon of pepper in a 
medium bowl to make a dry 
spice rub. Place chicken in a 
large bowl, toss with the oil, 
and sprinkle with the dry spice 
rub. Toss the chicken to evenly 
coat, cover with plastic wrap 
and refrigerate for at least 1 
hour and up to 2 hours. 
2. Prepare the grill for high 
heat. 
3. Tear off four 18 by 18-inch 
heavy-duty non-stick alumi-
num foil sheets. Remove the 
chicken from the bowl. Make 
sure to leave any excess liquid 
behind. Divide the chicken 
among the foil pieces, cen-
tering them on each piece in 
a single layer. Sprinkle the 
wings with a generous pinch 
of salt and pepper. Bring two 
opposite ends of the foil to-
gether and fold twice to seal, 
then fold in the other side to 
create leakproof packets. Grill 
over high heat, turning once, 
until the chicken is cooked 
through, about 25 minutes. 
Carefully open the packets. 
Scatter the cilantro over the 
tops and serve with the lime 
wedges. 

• 4 Pounds of russet potatoes 
• ¼ Cup of pickle juice 
• 1 ¼ Cups of sour cream 
• ½ Cup of mayonnaise 
• 2 Tablespoons of finely 
chopped pickles 
• 1 Tablespoon of ranch sea-
soning 
• 2 Teaspoons of yellow mus-
tard 
• 1 Teaspoon of salt 
• 1 Teaspoon ground black 
pepper 
• 8 Slices of chopped cooked 
bacon
• 1 ½ Cups of shredded ched-
dar cheese 
• ¼ Cups of thinly sliced green 
onions 

1. Preheat the oven to 400˚F. 
2. Place the potatoes on a bak-
ing sheet. Using a fork, prick 
the potatoes all over. Bake un-
til fork tender. Let cool for 15 
to 20 minutes or until able to 
handle comfortably. 
3. Peel the potatoes, chop them 
into 1-inch pieces, and transfer 
them to a large bowl. Drizzle 
the chopped potatoes with the 
pickle juice and let them sit 
until the potatoes have cooled 
completely.
4. In a small bowl, stir together 
the sour cream, mayonnaise, 
pickles, ranch seasoning, mus-
tard, salt, and pepper until ful-
ly combined. 
5. Pour the sour cream mixture 
over the cooled potatoes. Add 
the chopped bacon, cheese, 
and green onion, and stir gen-
tly to combine. Refrigerate 
until ready to serve. Top with 
more green onions and bacon 
just before serving.

Comanche Reformed 
Church

Comanche Hymn Singing
6 p.m. - 8 p.m., Sept. 12. 

Everyone welcome!

Color the  Page

Foil Pack Grilled Sweet 
and Spicy Chicken
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Set Your Direct Deposit Up And Get 
Your Paychecks, Government 

Checks, Tribal Benefits, Per Cap 
& Elder’s Payments Faster!

Your 2023 Per Cap or Elder’s pre-mailing 
packet was mailed in August. Please contact 
the number below if you have not received it.

Deadline to submit any corrections including 
address updates is Friday, September 29th.

You may now update your address by going to the 
enrollment page at www.comanchenation.com 

and clicking on the Online Form. 

If you did not receive a Pre-Mailing packet in the mail, 
contact Per Cap Assistance at 877-585-4177

to request your packet today.

 During the month 
of September, an awareness 
is brought to light that has 
touched the lives of many 
within the nation, leaving fam-
ilies and friends grief-stricken. 
It is suicide. 

Statistics
 According to the 
National Suicide Prevention 
Website: 
• The overall suicide 
rate has increased by 35% 
since 1999
• Suicide is the second 
leading cause of death for peo-
ple ages 10-34 years
• 78% of people who 
die by suicide are male
• 46% of people who 
die by suicide have a diag-
nosed mental health condition
• 90% of people who 
die from suicide have experi-
enced symptoms of a mental 
health condition
• Suicide is the 10th 
leading cause of death in the 
U.S.
 To help prevent those 
who are contemplating sui-
cide, people have to know the 
detection signs and where to 
seek help

Warning Signs
 Raising awareness 
about warning signs, proce-
dures, and available profes-
sional resources, including 
medical care, can help all 
members of a community.
 Those with suicidal 
ideation may recognize al-
ternatives to life-ending ac-
tivities and feel supported to 
reach out.
 The signs must be 
taken very seriously. The fol-
lowing are possible indica-
tions that someone may be 
considering suicide.
• Talking or writing 
about suicide
• Expressing suicidal 
ideas through art
• Comments that life is 
meaningless
• Statements of feeling 
trapped or suffering unbear-
able pain
• Feeling like a burden 
to loved ones
• Staying by them-
selves rather than hanging out 
with family and friends
• Withdrawing from 
participating in social activi-
ties
• Obtaining or boast-
ing about a weapon
• Showing increased 
dependence on alcohol and 
drugs
• Acting recklessly and 
aggressively
• Giving away prized 
possessions
• Contacting loved 
ones to say ‘goodbye’
• Researching methods 
to die by suicide
• Difficulty adjusting 
related to gender identity

Suicidal Behaviors
Self-destruction acts typically 
fall into the following catego-
ries: 
• Completed -  A pur-
poseful self-destruction action 
taken by a person that results 
in ending their life
• Attempted – When 
a self-harming act does not 
result in death, although per-
formed with the intent of end-
ing one’s life.
• Non-suicidal injury 
– Self-destructive actions per-
formed to cause harm, but not 
death. Examples of intentional 

self-injurious behaviors may 
include: 
• Cutting or scratching 
the skin, mainly on the arms or 
near the wrist
• Hitting oneself or 
causing others other self-in-
flicted physical harm
• Overdosing medica-
tion
• Burning oneself, 
such as with cigarettes
 People who engage 
in self-injurious behaviors 
may provide ‘explanations’ 
for their injuries or wear long 
clothing to cover them. Self-
injurious behaviors might be 
a coping strategy that a person 
uses to try and release their 
emotional pain. Do not take 
these actions lightly as they 
may indicate future risk of 
possible suicide attempts.
 A good link about 
suicide versus self-harm: Dis-
coverymood.com/blog/differ-
ence-self-harm-attempted-sui-
cide/

Notice Signs
 If you recognize 
warning signs or think a per-
son may be having suicidal 
thoughts, the first thing you do 
is talk to them.
• Ask them how they 
are doing
• Convey that you are 
concerned
• Mention what you 
have noticed
• Listen more than you 
talk. Don’t give advice, but let 
them know that you are avail-
able, and it may be best if they 
talk to a counselor. 

Community Activities and 
resources

 Initiatives that active-
ly educate and involve people 
can be effective in helping 
people learn new informa-
tion about suicide prevention. 
Some ideas that have been 
successfully implemented in 
churches, neighborhoods, or 
schools include:
Awareness Event – Speakers 
talk about how suicide may be 
prevented at a walk, marathon, 
picnic, design competition, or 
retreat
Social Media – Create an eye-
catching and engaging cam-
paign that involves and high-
lights your community with 
important, positive messages 
and conversations about men-
tal health and suicide preven-
tion.
 It is essential to in-
clude youth and children in 
suicide education activities.

Resources:
• Suicide Hotline: 
(800) 273-8255
• Emergency Hotline: 
2-1-1
• Policies and Report-
ing
• Several states have 
laws related to the prevention 

and reporting of suicide at-
tempts 
• In an emergency, call 
911 and request a trained men-
tal health response team mem-
ber
• If someone is feeling 
hopeless, helpless, or think-
ing of suicide, contact the Na-
tional Suicide Prevention and 
Crisis Lifeline online or call or 
text 988. You may also contact 
the Suicide Prevention and 
Crisis Lifeline at (800) 273-
TALK (8255).
• Call the National Di-

saster Distress Helpline (800) 
985-5990. The toll-free call 
goes to the nearest crisis cen-
ter in the national network.
• These centers pro-
vide 24-hour counseling and 
mental health referrals.

Treatment
 Successful suicide 
interventions require coordi-
nation and cooperation among 
healthcare providers.
 Depression is the 
most common underlying di-
agnosis of someone who has 
chosen to end their life. 30% 

to 70% of suicide victims suf-
fer from major depression or 
bipolar (manic-depressive) 
disorder, according to Strom 
P. & Strom R. (2014) Adoles-
cents on the Internet Age. 
 Effective treatment 
and care depend heavily on 
individuals’ level of risk and 
personal needs. Most profes-
sionals widely agree that treat-
ing underlying mental illness 
and assessing suicide risks 
are vital in preventing suicide 
deaths.
 For more informa-

September is Suicide Awareness Month; Sept. 10 is World Suicide Prevention Day

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff
tion about suicide prevention, 
another resource is to contact 
the Comanche Nation Preven-
tion and Recovery Department 
at (580) 492-3614.
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American Indian Exposition Revives After Three Years  
Aug. 2-5 was filled with activities at the Caddo County Fairground in Anadarko, Okla. 

Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

A constant releases an arrow at American Indian Exposition’s Primitive 
and Traditional Bow Shoot. He won first place in his division.

Archers retrieve their arrows, and judges take count of the scores after a 
round at the Bow Shoot. Two judges were on standby to keep scores for 
competitors and make rulings.

Comanche Nation Princess, McKenzi Sovo, paints a n artistic image at 
the Princess Paint Party held August 3 at the Southern Plains Museum 
in Anadarko, Okla.

Jr. Comanche Nation Princess, Vivien Parker, unleashes her 
creativity on canvas at the Princess Paint Party held August 
3 at the Southern Plains Museum in Anadarko, Okla.

Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Comanche Nation Princess, McKenzi Sovo (right), awards a 
parent and her daughter (left) a first-place trophy at Ameri-
can Indian Exposition’s Beautiful Baby Contest. Children 
ages 0 to 6 competed at the Iscani Gym in Anadarko, Okla-
homa and won various awards. 

Emily La’Miyah Gray round dances at Ameri-
can Indian Exposition’s Beautiful Baby Con-
test. She would win first place in her division 
and the Elder’s Choice Award. 

Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Comanche Nation Princess, McKenzi Sovo, had a beautiful display of photos and food at the American Indian Exposition’s 
Princess Reception August 4 at the Wichita Building in Anadarko, Okla.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Nine tribal princesses and their princess directors enjoyed a busy week during the  American Indian Exposition, which was 
held Aug. 3-5, in Anadarko, Okla. From left: Wichita Princess - Isabella Fridia; Delaware Princess - Lauren Jeffers; Apache 
Princess - Peggy Maynahonah; Comanche Princess - McKenzi Sovo; Kiowa Princess - Kyla Tsoodle; Osage Princess - Law-
ren ‘Lulu’ Goodfox; Ponca Princess - Serena Horinek; Caddo Princess - Karissa Edge; and Ft. Sill Princess - Alyssa Palmer.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

The Comanche Nation Princess, McKenzi Sovo, was hon-
ored by the Comanche Nation Princess Sorority Aug. 4 at 
the Wichita Building in Anadarko, Okla. 

INDIAN RELAY COMES TO THE INDIAN EXPO. The Indian Relay Horse Racing was brought to 
American Indian Exposition this year for the first time. The races were a special added feature to this 
year’s scheduled events. Riders of different teams rode a series of three different horses around the track 
bareback.  Each time a rider comes around the track, they are required to jump off the horse and jump 
onto a different horse and proceed around the track, this process is call, “The Exchange.”  The first rider 
to finish riding all three horses around the track wins the race for him and his team. Along with the 
horse racing, sheep racing was also held for the children. The races brought in a lot of spectators from 
all over Indian Country and beyond.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff

Archers of various ages and skills fire arrows at hay bales 
across a field by the Southern Plains Indian Museum in 
Anadarko, Oklahoma. There were 15 rounds, and awards 
were given for each category archers competed in. 

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Photo by Natascha Mercadante/News Staff
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A Parade of Culture at the American Indian Exposition Parade 
August 2 and August 5 in Downtown Anadarko

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Comanche Nation Princess, McKenzi Sovo, waves to the crowd while on 
horseback during the 88th Annual American Indian Exposition Parade 
held in Anadarko, Okla.

One of the biggest attractions during the 
American Indian Exposition Parade are the 
Ft. Sill Apache Fire Dancers. 

This year’s celebrity of the Year was none other than Res-
ervation Dogs actor Lane Factor.  Factor plays “Cheese,” 
which is one of the main characters of the show. Reservation 
Dogs airs on Hulu. The show is steaming now and in it’s final 
season.

The staff members of Comanche Nation Early Childhood Development Centers (ECDC) wave to the crowd while partici-
pating in the 88th Annual American Indian Exposition Parade held in Anadarko, Okla. 

The KCA Veterans Organization wethers the heat while presenting tribal flags along with the American flag during the 88th 
Annual American Indian Exposition Parade.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

The Comanche Nation Tribal Court toss goodies to the crowd 
August 2 at the American Indian Exposition Parade.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Comanche Indian Veterans Association Princess, Arlene 
Schonchin, waves to the crowd during the American Indian 
Exposition Parade in Anadarko.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Kasey Atauvich, the Native American Marine Corps Veterans Association Princess, tosses candy to children Aug. 2 at the 
American Indian Exposition Parade in downtown Anadarko.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

The Comanche Charter School stays cool under a traditional 
arbor as they parade in downtown Anadarko Aug. 2. 

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

The Comanche Nation Princess Director, Jessica Tahah, and 
the Jr. Comanche Nation Princess, Vivien Parker, parade on 
horseback Aug. 2, at the American Indian Exposition.
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COME PLAY WITH US!COME PLAY WITH US!

ComancheNationEntertainment.com
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65 High School Seniors Participate in TEDNA ACE Project
 The TEDNA ACE 
Project is housed under Co-
manche Nation Youth Ser-
vices and is partnered with 
four schools in southwest 
Oklahoma:  Boone-Apache 
High School, Indiahoma 
High School, Riverside In-
dian School, and Walters High 
School.  The focus of TEDNA 
is to guide, advise, and be an-
other resource for tribal stu-
dents for career exploration 
and college prep.  TEDNA 
ACE Specialist, Dena Land-
ers, was able to work with 65 
seniors who have been partici-
pating in the program to meet 
the educational requirements 
needed and was able to provide 
them with a Lenovo laptop.  
This laptop is for the students 
to help make their future edu-
cational goals and needs easier.  
The TEDNA ACE Project’s 
goal is to ensure native youth 
have every opportunity to be 
successful.
 The following pic-
tures are students who received 
laptops for their participation 
in the program.

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

 Seniors who Re-
ceived Laptops from the 
TEDNA ACE PROGRAM
Walters High School 2023 
seniors:
• Cyrus Blackstar
• Ryan Kosechata
• Barbara Monoessy
• Nathan Pueblo
• Denna Bussinger
• Hadlee Smith
Riverside Indian School 
2023 Seniors:
• Jesse Gomez

• Evaree Owings
• Kalynn Largo
• Aurelius Yesslith
• Isabelle Luis
• Lorena Summers
• Zandria Walerma
• Paulisha Standingbear
• Raniah Beaver
• Emilee Spottedhorse
• Mahle Jim
• Nakai Weldon-Pineda
• Christian Overrein
• Elijah Toles
• Shaun Neconie
• Brendon Runninghorse
• Michael Littleghost
• Amare Susuanyatame
• Jaxon Roden
• Alyscia Lonehill
• Joshua Roden
• Kaya Quam
• Amber Trevino
• Gabriel Thompson
• Cyndi Lopez
• Davian Prentiss
• Alexis Parker
• Nanabahzhoni Tom
• Gina Thompson
• Destiny Hunter
• CeAnna Willis
• Mychal Attocknie
• Perry Sadongel
• Angel Elizarraras
• Lori Spottedhorse
• Bailey Bender
• April Olivates
Boone-Apache High School 
2023 Seniors:
• Jillian Alexander
• Devon Satepauhoodle
• Kathryn Collard
• Nichlas Chasenah
• Mangas Shrles
• Kristian Komardley
• Aaliyah Sadongel
• Kalestha Pewo

• Melody Roubideaux
• Jaysia Tieyah
• Kameryn Komardley
• Angel Ware
• Elena Tonemah
• Dusti Satepauhoodle
• Malachi Carattini

Indiahoma High School 
2023 Seniors
• Michael O’Brien
• Trenton Stinson
• Michael McCarthy
• Mackayla Chibitty
• Macie Carter
• Cy Riggins

From Riverside Indian School, from left:  Nakai Weldon-
Pineda, Brendan Runninghorse, Jaden Wahkinney, Kalynn 
Largo, Bailey Bender, Shaun Nexxonie, Angel Elizarras, Au-
relius Yesslith, Nana Tom, April Olivates. 

From Riverside Indian School, from left:  Angel Bohay, Eva-
ree Owings, Gabriel Thompson, Joshua Roden, Aurelius 
Yesslith. 

From Riverside Indian School, from left:  Christian Overn-
nein, Davian Printiss, Kaya Quam, Jaxon Roden, Ceanna 
Willis, Emilee Spottedhorse.

From Riverside Indian School, from left:  Tanil Susanytame, 
Amari Susanytame, Michael Littleghost, Derry Duchen-
neaux, Destiny Hunter, Alexis Parker, Alyscia Lonehill, Mal-
achi Sittinghost, Cyndi Lopez. 

From Riverside Indian School, from left:  Melody Roubide-
aux, Katelyn Kahrahrah, Angel Ware, Malachi Carattini, 
Jaysia Tieyah, Kalestha Pewo, Kameryn Komardley, Aali-
yah Sadongai, Nichlas Chasenah, Mangus Surles, Jillian Al-
exander. 

Tahbonemah Accepts Full Scholarship From OBU 

 The 2023 Oklahoma Coach-
es Association All-State High School 
game was played on July 28 at the 
Crain Family Stadium inside the Hurt 
Memorial Athletic Complex on the 
campus of Oklahoma Baptist Uni-
versity in Shawnee, Okla. Comanche 
tribal member and a 2023 Lawton 
MacArthur graduate, Caden Michael 
Tahbonemah, was one of 37 football 
players selected, as an offensive line-

man, for the West squad. He helped 
lead the West team to a thrilling 15-
14 victory as the starting offensive 
tackle. Earlier in June Tahbonemah 
played in the Blue-Grey All-Ameri-
can game at AT&T Stadium in Dal-
las, Texas . He was the starting of-
fensive tackle and Captain of the East 
squad.
 Tahbonemah accepted a 
full scholarship to Oklahoma Bap-
tist University (OBU) to continue his 
football dream. They began their two-
a-day practices on August 7 in prepa-
ration for their first game, at home, 
against Arkansas Tech-Monticello 
on August 31. OBU is a member of 
the 12-team Great American Confer-
ence, which consists of six Division 
II Universities from Oklahoma and 
six Universities from Arkansas.
 While at MacArthur, Tahbo-
nemah was a four-year varsity foot-
ball starter. As a freshman, he also 
started on the varsity basketball team 
until he gave up basketball to concen-
trate on football after his freshman 
season. He was also the starting first 
baseman and designated hitter for the 
varsity baseball team for four years, 
a heavyweight wrestler on the wres-

Courtesy Photo

Tahbonemah

tling team for two years, and a high 
school Student Council and Leader-
ship Class of 2023 member while 
carrying a 3.75 GPA. 
 Tahbonemah was born on 
June 7, 2004, in Lawton to the late 
Lawton Firefighter Robert Glenn and    
Amee Pahcheka Tahbonemah. He is 
a member of the Comanche Nation 
and is also of Kiowa, Apache, Cad-
do, and Eastern Cherokee descent. 
His grandparents are Glenn and Fran 
Tahbonemah of Lawton, the late Paul 
Pahcheka, and Lanny and Shelley 
Asepermy of Apache. He has an older 
brother, Cameron David, of Lawton.

Follow the 
Comanche 

Nation Public 
Information Office 
on Social Media:

The Comanche 
Nation News

TCNNPIO

@thecoman-
chenationnews

comanchenationpio

Submitted by Randi Attocknie/Youth Services
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Submitted by Kevin Pohawpatchoko/CIVA

Master Sergeant Michael Tieyah 
Retirement Ceremony, Medicine 

Park Community Center

Courtesy Photo
Tieyah

 On June 24, CIVA was in-
vited to participate with the Retire-
ment Reception for MSG Michael 
Tieyah, United States Air Force.  
Family, friends and members of MSG 
Tieyah’s squadron were in attendance 
to congratulate and wish him well.  
 The ceremony began with 
a welcome by Master of Ceremony, 
Ky Defillipo.  Colors were brought 
in by CIVA members followed by 
MSG Tieyah wearing the CIVA head-
dress.  Next in the procession came 
the squadron, CIVA Princess, Arlene 
Schonchin, and the CIVA Auxiliary.  
Kevin Sovo singers provided the 
drum and presented the Comanche 
Nation Flag song.  Princess Arlene, 
signed the National Anthem while 
Sovo provided the singing.  The 
singers sung an appropriate song 
for retiring the colors.  After various 
members of the squadron presented 
MSG Tieyah with gifts, CIVA was 
called upon for their presentation.  
Commander, Kevin Pohawpatchoko, 
asked Princess Arlene, and Auxiliary 
Leader, Tavia Torralba to assist him.  
Princess Arlene, presented to MSG 
Tieyah:  a Grateful Nation Blanket, 
Honors Certificate, Gift Bag and 
Monetary Gift.  
 MSG Tieyah expressed a 
very emotional speech thanking his 
wife and family, as well as friends for 
their support throughout his military 
career.  He was also very grateful to 
CIVA in participating to make his 
ceremony a very memorable one. 
 CIVA Members Present:  
Commander Kevin Pohawpatchoko, 
Secretaty Dominic Pawlowski, Ser-
geant Clifford Red Elk, Roger Tehau-
no and Clifford Beaver Takawana
 Auxiliary Members Present:  
Princess Arlene Schonchin, Auxiliary 
Leader Tavia Torralba, Shirley Po-
hawpatchoko, Nona Gail Mihecoby, 
Liz Plata, Lisa Pawlowski, Jolene 
Schonchin and Linda Tehauno

Congratulations to Shelter to 
Soldier Graduates

 After 15 months of training 
with the Shelter to Soldier program 
in San Diego, California. Lindsey 
Huston Griner, the first (and only) 
known Comanche Female Veteran 
who served in the U.S. Marines and 
decorated for Heroism-Gallantry or 
Valor and earned the title of Numu 
Pukutsi, graduated from the Shelter 
to Soldiers program. 
 Griner officially adopting 
her service dog named (Haru) during 
the ceremony. The Shelter to Soldier 
is a nonprofit organization that adopts 
dogs from local shelters and trains 
them to become psychiatric service 
dogs for post-9/11 veterans suffering 
from Post Traumatic Stress (PTS), 
Traumatic Brain Injury (TBI) and/or 
Military Sexual Trauma (MST). 
 The program also places 
emotional support animals (ESAs) 
with active-duty military and veter-
ans, and deploys the Shelter to Sol-
dier Canine Ambassadors, a team of 
certified therapy dogs and their vol-
unteer handlers, to provide no-cost 
visits of love and comfort to local 
military, veterans and their families.
 CIVA would like to thank 
Griner and Haru for their remarkable 

achievement. 

Courtesy Photo
Lindsey Huston Griner and Haru 
receiving their adoption papers 
from a Shelter to Soldier Represen-
tative. 

Kaelan Burgess graduates from 
Basic Training 

 Congratulations to PVT 
Kaelan Burgess! On, August 3, a 
Graduation Ceremony was conduct-
ed for the 1st Battalion, 13th Infantry 
Regiment, 193rd Infantry Brigade.
 PVT Burgess, graduated 
from Basic Training at Fort Jackson, 
Columbia, S.C. He will be reporting 
to Fort Lee in Virginia for Advanced 
Individual Training (AIT).  
 CIVA would like to congrat-
ulate PVT Burgess and welcome him 
into the U.S. Army Family.  
 PVT Burgess, is the son of 
Kenny and Tanisha (Cable) Burgess.    

Courtesy Photo

Tanisha (Cable) Burgess and PVT 
Kaelan Burgess

Hunter Glenn Earns Air Assault 
Badge

 On August 8, Hunter Glenn, 
a Junior at the University of Oklaho-
ma and is also a ROTC Cadet, gradu-
ated from The Sabalauski Air Assault 
School, at Fort Campbell, Ky. 
 The Air Assault Badge is 
awarded by the U.S. Army for suc-
cessful completion of the Air Assault 
School. The course includes three 
phases of instruction involving U.S. 
Army rotary wing aircraft: combat 
air assault operations; rigging and 
sling loading operations; and rappel-
ling from a helicopter. 
 Glenn is the son of Mason 
and Carmen (Niedo) Glenn.  CIVA 
would like to thank Glenn on his ac-
complishment. 

Courtesy Photo
OU ROTC Cadet Hunter Glenn

Operation TEKWANIWAPI 
(Warrior)

 CARE Packages were sent 
by mail by the CIVA Princess, Arlene 
Schonchin, to our service men and 
women. 
 A CARE package was well 
received by Tennyson Kerchee who 
is assigned to the 2nd Platoon, Char-
lie Battery, 3rd Battalion-16th Field 
Artillery Regiment, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion.    
 Former Comanche Nation 
Princess, Michelle Nevaquaya start-
ed “Operation Tekwaniwapi” send-
ing CARE Packages to our service 
men and women.  
 Staff Sergeant Kerchee, is 

deployed in the European Theater in 
the Country of Lithuania. 

Courtesy Photo
Staff Sergeant Tennyson Kerchee 
in his Powwow chair in Lithuania.

CIVA Activities 
 The Comanche Indian Vet-
erans Association were Co-Host and 
Color Guards at the 56th Annual 
Tia-Piah Society Annual Celebration 
which was held at the Bigbow Dance 
grounds near Richards Spur on June 
24-25.  
 CIVA also had the honor of 
raising and lowering the flags of vet-
erans, Clifford Quoyah and Harding 
Bigbow along with serving as Color 
Guards. Gourd Dancing, Grand En-
try, Social Dancing was enjoyed by 
all. CIVA Veterans, Princess and 
Auxiliary would like to thank the 
Bigbow family for their hospitality. 
 Johanna Tsatoke, the daugh-
ter of the late Nelson Bigbow said her 
father has always told them to respect 
our Veterans and to treat our people 
good.  CIVA was called upon to serve 
as Co-Host, Color Guards for next 
year's 2024 Powwow. 
 CIVA members present:  
Commander, Kevin Pohawpatcho-
ko, Secretary, Dominic Pawlowski, 
Sergeant at Arms, Clifford Red Elk, 
Assistant Chaplain, Ramonah Davis, 
Members, Lymon Guy, Clifford Bea-
ver Takawana, Roger Tehauno.
 CIVA Princess, Arlene 
Schonchin.
 Ladies Auxiliary present: 
Auxiliary Leader, Tavia Torralba,  
Shirley Pohawpatchoko, Nona Gail 
Mihecoby, Liz Plata, J.J. Schonchin, 
Lisa Pawlawski, Linda Tehauno.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Color Guard followed by the 
CIVA Princess and Auxiliary. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Chaplain, Jimmy Caddo be-
ing honored by Monroe Tsatoke.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veterans lowering the flag 

73RD Korean War Remembrance 
Service, Elmer Thomas Park, 

Lawton Okla.
 Hosted By: The New Light 
United Methodist Church and the 
Korean Veterans Association

CIVA personnel arrived at 9:30 a.m. 
and made arrangements for the fes-
tivities.  The Drum, Kevin Sovo 
singers arrived 9:45 a.m.  The CIVA 
Chaplain, Jimmy Caddo was seated 
with the Special Dignitaries.   The 
Presider, Arron Boone, President 
Chapter 319, called the festivities to 
order at 10 a.m. with a good crowd. 
 It began with the CIVA pro-
viding the Color Guard.  Sargent at 
Arms, Clifford Red Elk led the pro-
cession with the American Flag, fol-
lowed by Secretary, Dominic Paw-
lowski carrying the Korean Flag with 
Roger Tehauno carrying the Unit 
Flag.  
 The Ladies Auxiliary fol-
lowed the Color Guard to the song 
provided by the Sovo singers.  The 
Presider then introduced the Rev. 
Sean Cho who provided the Invoca-
tion.  
 The New Light United 
Methodist Childrens Choir then sang 
the National Anthem.  When they 
completed, the Sovo Singers sang 
another song while the Color Guard 
retired the Colors.  The Presider then 
called on the Mayor of Lawton, May-
or, Stan Booker read and declared the 
proclamation for this event.  Then 
Special Music by Bruce Lee and the 
New Light Methodist Church La-
dies Trio sang several songs and Lee 
played a harmonica.  The Presider 
then introduced the Guest Speaker, 
Rev. James Kim who spoke of his fa-
ther, a Veteran of the Korean War in a 
moving speech.  
 To close out the event, the 
Presider called on Korean War Vet-
eran and CIVA Chaplain, Jimmy 
Caddo to give the Benediction.  This 
concluded the festivities.  
 Dinner was provided by the 
ladies of the New Light United Meth-
odist Church at their church on west 
Lee Boulevard.  
 CIVA Members present:  
Secretary, Dominic Pawlowski, 
Sargent At Arms, Clifford Red Elk, 
CIVA Chaplain, Jimmy Caddo and 
Roger Tehauno.
 Ladies Auxiliary present:  
Auxiliary Leader, Tavia Torralba, Liz 
Plata, Nona Mihecoby and Linda Te-
hauno.
 Mascot:  Bob Plata present.

Courtesy Photo

Bubba Sovo and the Sovo Singers 
provided the Drum during the cer-
emony.

Courtesy Photo
Korean War Veterans Commander 
Aaron Boone going over last min-
ute details with CIVA Chaplain, 
Jimmy Caddo. 

Comanche Indian Veterans 
Association

American Indian Exposition
Anadarko, Oklahoma

Courtesy Photo
L to R Kevin Pohawpatchoko, 
Clifford Red Elk, John McClung, 
Tavia Torralba, Ramonah Davis, 
Nona Gail Mihecoby, Markie Da-
vis, Clifford (Beaver) Takawana, 
Stefone Ruis, Lymon Guy, Roger 
Tehauno.

Courtesy Photo
CIVA Princess, Arlene Schonchin, 
waving to the crowd during the 
Expo Parade. 

Comanche Indian Veterans 
Association

Falls Creek Honoring Veterans
Color Guard

 All personnel arrived at the 
predestined cabin at Falls Creek Bap-
tist Church grounds.  Supper served 
at 5 p.m. 
 Commander, Kevin Pohaw-
patchoko met with Leroy who was 
filling in for Marvin Delaware.  Leroy 
filled him in on the planned evening 
activities.  Supper served.  The Indian 
Tacos were superb as was the dessert.  
The CIVA completed the supper and 
then headed to the Tabernacle, Set up 
the flags and proceeded to the point 
on entry in the tabernacle.  
 There were some songs and 
the MC made comments.  The Drum 
then started a song and the Flag De-
tail started towards the stage.  The 
CIVA followed the Vice Commander, 
John McClung, as he was carrying 
the U.S. Flag.  The large crowd in at-
tendance gave the CIVA a horrendous 
applause with numerous Lu Lus and 
war cries.  
 The CIVA went down the 
central aisle to the stage then turned 
right to the stairs, then up the stairs 
and onto the stage.  Kevin Sovo sang 
the National Anthem, and later the 
Pledge of Allegiance was said by 
all the tabernacle.  Then a memorial 
Song, and then another song in which 
the flag detail then departed the stage 
to another round of applause, Lu Lus 
and more war cries.  
 A large number of veterans 
were standing below the stage in the 
aisle.  When Detail ended and the 
CIVA acknowledged each other, all 
the veterans came through and ac-
knowledged the CIVA.  This was an 
event to remember.  

70th Annual Comanche 
Homecoming 

 The Comanche Indian Vet-
erans Association kicked off the 70th 
Annual Comanche Homecoming by 
serving as Co-Host and raised and 
lowering the flags of Comanche Na-
tion Veterans during the 3-day event 
held at Sultan Park in Walters Okla-
homa. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Princess, Arlene Schonchin, 
leading the CIVA Veterans during 
grand entry.

Funeral Details/Military 
Honors

Courtesy Photo
Bernard Kahrahrah

Military News



Kwi?ena Mua (September) 2023                                                                                                           13                                                                                        The Comanche Nation News

 On June 22,a funeral de-
tail was requested by the Kahrahrah 
Family as the services was conducted 
at Watchetaker Hall with burial at the 
Deyo Mission Cemetery located west 
of Lawton, Oklahoma. 
 Former Comanche Nation 
Chairman and USAF Veteran, Ber-
nard Kahrahrah was born on Novem-
ber, 4, 1938, and made his journey 
home on June 19. 
 He served in the U.S. Air 
Force from July 8, 1958, to July 6, 
1962, earning the rank of Airman 
First Class. He served during the 
Cold War Era as an Aircraft Control 
and Warning Systems Specialist. He 
took his basic training at Lackland 
AFB, San Antonio, Texas , Kessler 
AFB, Biloxi, Mississippi for Techni-
cal School as an Aircraft Control and 
Warning Systems Specialist, 648th 
Radar Squadron, Mount Lemmon Air 
Force Station, Tucson Arizona, over-
seas service for nine months and 29 
days with the 912th Aircraft Control 
and Warning Squadron at Ramore Air 
Station, Ontario Canada,746th Air-
craft Control and Warning Squadron, 
Oklahoma City Air Station, Oklaho-
ma and was Honorably discharged at 
Tinker AFB, Oklahoma. 
 Airman First Class, Kahrah-
rah was awarded the Air Force Good 
Conduct Medal, National Defense 
Service Medal, it is noted he a former 
Chairman of the Comanche Nation of 
Oklahoma. The Comanche Nation, 
Comanche Indian Veterans Associa-
tion would like to thank Airman First 
Class, Bernard Kahrahrah for his ser-
vice to God and Country.  
 The detail consisted of Vet-
erans and Auxiliary members. The 
U.S., Comanche Nation, Oklahoma, 
U.S. Air Force,  and the CIVA flags 
were displayed in the auditorium. 
The CIVA Princess, Arlene Schon-
chin, sang a Comanche Hymn to the 
Family, and Roger Tehauno an USAF 
Veteran read the military bio.  A roll 
call was conducted as well as a final 
salute. At the Deyo Mission, honors 
were conducted by the U.S. Air Force 
Honor Guard along with the CIVA 
and Auxiliary.

Courtsey Photo

CIVA Princess with the U.S. Air 
Force Honor Guard and CIVA Vet-
erans.

Jolene Weryavah Tahah 

Courtesy Photo

Tahah
 A Funeral Detail was pro-
vided to the Tahah Family for Jolene 
Weryavah Tahah who was a member 
of the CIVA Auxiliary. 
 The proceedings were 
opened by Rosalyn Nauni Asetamy 
with a prayer and then comments 
about the deceased.  She then called 
for a Comanche Hymn.  One was 
sung.  She then called on Lance 
Codopony to read the Obit, which he 
did and then he also made comments 
about his grandmother.  Another Co-
manche hymn  was sung, after which, 
a video was shown.  When the video 
was completed two Comanche hymn 
was sung.  
 Asetamy then introduced 
the speaker Edwin Rivera.  After his 
sermon, more Comanche hymns and 
viewing of the deceased took place.  
CIVA in attendance was dismissed 
by the Commander, Kevin Pohaw-
patchoko.  Ladies Auxiliary Leader, 
Tavia Torralba, went to the cemetery 

and took the food that the Auxiliary 
brought.  

July Monthly Meeting
 On June 13, CIVA held its 
7th meeting for the 2023 calendar 
year. CIVA Chaplain, Jimmy Ray 
Caddo, opened with a prayer as the 
CIVA Commander, Kevin Pohawpa-
tchoko, led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Opening remarks were made by 
CIVA Commander, Kevin Pohawpa-
tchoko. 
 Comanche Veteran, Stefano 
Ruiz was welcomed as he attended 
his 1st meeting with CIVA. 
 Birthday recognitions were 
made to CIVA Princess, Arlene 
Schonchin, and CIVA Veteran, Ly-
man Guy. A meal was served, after 
the meal a roll call was conducted by 
CIVA Secretary, Dominic Pawlowski 
as a quorum was established. 
 The June Monthly Minutes, 
Treasure Report and the Veterans and 
Auxiliary reports were presented and 
approved. Old Business and New 
Business were discussed.  

August Monthly 
Meeting

 On August 3, CIVA held its 
8th meeting for the 2023 calendar 
year. CIVA Co-Chaplain, Ramonah 
Davis, opened with a prayer as fu-
ture CIVA Auxiliary member Danelle 
Tomah led the Pledge of Allegiance. 
Opening remarks were made by 
CIVA Commander, Kevin. 
 Birthday recognitions were 
made to CIVA Commander, Kevin 
Pohawpatchoko, Roger Tehauno and 
Danelle Tomah. A meal was served, 
after the meal a roll call was conduct-
ed by CIVA Secretary, Dominic Paw-
lowski as a quorum was established. 
 The July Monthly Minutes, 
Treasure Report and the Veterans and 
Auxiliary reports were presented and 
approved. Old Business and New 
Business were discussed.  

Comanche Nation Flag 
returned from 

deployment 

Courtesy Photo

The Comanche Nation Flag was 
returned by the father of Thomas 
Harris who was deployed in sup-
port of Operation Inherent Resolve 
during the August monthly meet-
ing. The Comanche Nation Flag 
and Certificate will be placed the 
in the Patriot Room as a Historical 
item.  

Headstone and Marker 
Placement 

Installation of Military Markers 
July 24, -Marker Detail arrived at 
Post Oak Cemetery 10 a.m.  
 Found Gravesite for Bob 
Tenequer without any problems but 
had to look all through the cemetery 
for Mr. Chappabbitty.  
 The CIVA Commander. 
Kevin Pohawpatchoko, called CIVA 
Vice Commander, John McClure and 
he indicated that the grave site was 
located in the SW corner of the cem-
etery.  Found the Gravesite, then con-
tinued to install the marker for Ten-
equer.  
 Cleared for a Concrete Base 
for a Grey Flat Granite marker.  All 
dug for the base and the base was set.  
It was leveled all around and set. 

Courtesy Photo
Completion of Bob Tenequer 
marker.

 10:45 a.m. Marker Detail 
started on Dr. Chappabitty’s Marker.  
This process took longer as the detail 
had to dig deeper and the soil was 
very hard to dig.  
 The detail accomplished the 
mission and the upright marker was 
set.   It was leveled all around and 
then it was tamped and completed. 
 The detail then departed for 
the Cache KCA cemetery west of 
Cache.

Courtesy Photo

Completion of Edwin Chappabitty 
headstone 

Set Military Markers 
Deyo Cemetery

 George Gerald Red Elk:  All 
arrived at 9:30 a.m. and found this 
resting place.  Crew started Measur-
ing and digging.  This marker was 
set at the foot of the burial site as re-
quested by the widow.  

Courtesy Photo

Marker of former CIVA 
Commander George Red Elk

 11 a.m. Marker Detail start-
ed on Richard Moore.  His gravesite 
was easily found.  The soil was easier 
to dig and the Flat Bronze marker 
was placed, leveled all around and 
was backfilled.  This completed our 
mission for the day.  

Courtesy Photo

From Left:  Kevin Pohawpatchoko, 
Gabriel Tehauno, Roger Tehauno, 
Raiden Tehauno, John McClung
Richard Moore’s Marker.

Lester Kosechata:  After the Marker 
for George Red Elk was set, the crew 
moved to the resting site of Lester 
Kosechata.  Crew started Measuring 
and digging.  This marker was set at 
the head of the burial site.  

Courtesy Photo

CIVA crew-from Left: Kevin Po-
hawpatchoko, Raiden-Tehauno, 
John McClung, Gabriel Tehauno, 
Clifford Red Elk & Capps Tehau-
no.
 The weather was rather cool 
and cloudy.  Even though the digging 
for these markers were hard, it was 
not hot.  The Cemetery Foreman had 
located the grave sites which made 
it easier for the detail as they did not 
have to go looking for them. 
 All markers were placed 
even with the ground level as re-
quired.  This makes it easier for them 

to mow.  The only marker that gave 
the detail trouble was Ralph Pewe-
wardy as the marker is an old Army 
marker and the attachment bolts did 
not match the holes in the concrete 
base.  
 Beaver had to go and get 
four bolts and washers.  However 
through their ingenuity they got it to 
work.  
 The next work day will be 
August 16, at the West Cache Creek 
Cemetery, four miles west of Apache 
to the Hatchetville Road, then south 
one mile, then east one quarter mile, 
then north to cemetery.  Work will 
start at 9 a.m. 
Bobby Nauni:  All arrived at 8:45 
a.m. and found his resting place.  
The Cemetery Foreman located his 
gravesite.  Crew started measuring 
and digging.  
 This marker was set at the 
foot of the burial site as a Headstone 
was in place.  
 This Cemetery is known for 
its hard soil, the digging was hard.  
The Cemetery Officials require that 
this type of marker be at Ground 
Level, it was set at ground level.

Courtesy Photo

 Carroll Morris:  After the 
marker for Bobby Nauni was set, the 
crew moved to the resting site of Car-
roll Morris.  This site was also hard 
digging.  
 The marker was set in the 
middle   Crew started measuring and 
digging.  This marker was set be-
tween the head and the foot.  Other 
markers nearby were set in this fash-
ion as the space was very short.   

Courtesy Photo

Ralph Pewewardy:  After the marker 
for Carroll Morris was set, the crew 
moved to the resting site of Ralph 
Pewewardy.  This site was also hard 
digging.  
 The marker was set in the 
middle.   Crew started measuring 
and digging.  This marker was set be-
tween the head and the foot.  Other 
markers nearby were set in this fash-
ion as the space was very short.   

Courtesy Photo

Comanche Nation Veteran Information is Needed. 
 The Comanche Indian Veterans Association are updating the Coman-
che Veterans Master List. If you are a Honorably Discharged Veteran and you 
would like your military service updated and documented, please email Kevin 
Pohawpatchoko at k_pohawpatchoko@yahoo.com . Your military service his-
tory, documents, records, photographs and your DD-214 will be forwarded 
to Dr. Bill Meadows, Missouri State University, Department of Sociology-
Anthropology/Native American Studies. He and his staff will digitize your 
military documents and update our Comanche Veterans Master List. Our Co-
manche Veterans military history and documents received will also help in 
the event of a Veterans passing. In closing, this is voluntary for the Comanche 
Nation Veterans and their families.  Thank you!



Kwi?ena Mua (September) 2023                                                                                                          14                                                                                        The Comanche Nation News

Obituaries
Georgia Ann Gibson 

Courtesy Photo

Gibson
 Georgia Ann Gibson, went 
to her heavenly home on July 17, in 
Lawton.
 Gibson was born on July 13, 
1949, in Lawton to George Gibson 
and Opal Pohocsucut. Gibson gradu-
ated from Lawton High School in 
1968. She received her BS degree in 
Adult Education at the University of 
Oklahoma. Gibson was currently the 
Director of the Caregiver Program 
at Comanche Nation. She was a for-
mer Classroom Training Coordinator 
at the Comanche Nation and also a 

Dean Robert 
McLanahan Payne 
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 Dean Robert McLanahan 
Payne, entered into eternal rest on 
July 29, in Spingfield, Mo.
 He was born on August 1, 
1958, in Borger, Texas to Marvin 
Walter Payne and Willadine Myers 
Payne. 

Geraldine Poahway 
Hawkins 

Courtesy Photo

Hawkins
 Geraldine Poahway 
Hawkins, went to her heavenly home 
on August 1, at her home in Cache 
with her loving family by her side.
 Hawkins was born in Law-
ton on April 2, 1939, to Nestler Po-
ahway and Jennie Geimausaddle. She 

former employee at the Comanche 
Nation Funeral Home. Gibson also 
worked Department of Labor and 
American University in Washington 
D.C. she was instrumental in starting 
JTPA.
 Gibson enjoyed watching 
movies, reading, spending time with 
her family and friends. A lot of her 
friends and family came to her house 
on July 14, to celebrate her 74th 
birthday. All Gibson wanted was to 
see everyone for one last time before 
her passing. She will missed by ev-
eryone that knew and loved her.
 Gibson is survived by: 
daughter Sarah Magpie- Bennally 
and son Shane Blaze Gibson both 
of Lawton; longtime friend Claudia 
Narrow; siblings Albert Pohocsucut 
of Pawnee, Henry and wife Terry 
Pohocsucut of Walters, Juan Pohoc-
sucut of Walters, Juan Pohocsucut of 
Lawton, Mary Pohocsucut of Clare-
more and Daniel and wife LaJoy of 
Midwest City; aunt Iola Hayden of 
Norman.
 She is preceded in death by 
parents Opal Jerre Pohocsucut and 
George Gibson; siblings Monroe Po-
hocsucut and Kay Pohocsucut.

graduated from Ft. Sill Indian School 
and was a proud F.S.I.S Alumni. 
Hawkins married Claude Hawkins 
in Wichita Falls, Texas. She was a 
proud and respected   member of the 
Comanche Nation of Oklahoma and 
of Kiowa decent. She was a mem-
ber of Birch Church and she was 
always spreading the word of God. 
She was an ordained minister and a 
prayer warrior serving the Lord thru 
scripture and song. Her and her sis-
ter Madeline were always having 
camp meetings. She loved spending 
her time with her family especially 
her grandchildren. She worked for 
the Comanche Tribe, Haggars, Holi-
day Inn and finished at Cache Public 
Schools. She was the biggest OKC 
Thunder fan and enjoyed cheering 
and prayer for each team.
 Survivors include: daugh-
ters: Darla Ramirez and Genevieve    
McIntyre; nieces and nephews: 
Cheryl Duran, Jackie Mahsetky, 
Donna Mahsetky Crane, Summer 
Mahsetky, Mack Mike Mahsetky Jr. 
and Michael Wolfe; grandchildren: 
Michelle, Christy, Marcus, Dakota, 
great-grandchildren: Kaylyn, Chris-
topher, Cole, Treyten, Izayah, Ah-
mya; many friends, relatives and her 
church family.

 Hawkins was preceded in 
death by: father, Nestler Poahway; 
her mother, Jennie Geimausaddle; 
sister Madeline Poahway Spicer; 
three brothers: Rayfield, Sullivan and 
Mathew Poahway; nieces and neph-
ews: Marilyn Mahsetky-Figueroa, 
Vickie Mahsetky-Moffett, Michaela 
Mahsetky-Gutierrez and Patrick 
Mahsetky, grandson William J. Mc-
Intyre Jr. 

Milestones
Happy Belated Birthday! 

August 26 -Michael Portillo 

Happy Birthday! 

September 8 - Aaron Allen 
“Happy 15th Birthday.”
September 12 - Ayla Rose 
Knox “Happy 17th Birthday. 
Grandpa loves you.”
September 17 - Gwenetta Po-
counthl
September 20 - Julia Ann 
“Love, your family.” 
September 24 - Dash 
Toyekoyah
September 28 - Mattie 
Akoneto “Have a Blessed 
Birthday.”

The Comanche Nation 
News

October Edition Deadline:
September 15

Email: 
stacey.heminokeky@comanchenation.

com
Mail: 

Comanche Nation/PIO 
P.O. Box 908 

Lawton, OK 73501 
Contact: (580) 492-3385

Happy Birthday
“Happy Birthday to our future foot-
ball star! Love you lots from Kakoo, 

Ariane and Rachel!”

Happy Belated Birthday
Michael Portillo

August 26

Happy 2nd Birthday
Dash Toyekoyah

September 24
~ Happy 2nd Birthday, son! We love 
you so much! Love, mom, dad, and 

bubba (Jett)”

COMANCHE 
NATION 

EMERGENCY 
MANAGEMENT 

HOTLINE

(580) 492-3628
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Call 405-829-1207

SALES-INSTALLATION-REPAIRS

SERVING OF ALL OF CADDO COUNTY,
FLETCHER, ELGIN AND LAWTON AREAS

Competitive Pricing on ALL Parts & Equipment

W & R MECHANICAL L.L.C

Heating and Air

 Duct Cleaning Services Blown Insulation

Native American Owned & Operated

Email: wrmechanical@gmail.com

We Accept Visa, Mastercard and Discover Cards

Employment Opportunities!

www.cnb1901.com/careers

Set Your Direct Deposit Up And Get 
Your Paychecks, Government 

Checks, Tribal Benefits, Per Cap 
& Elder’s Payments Faster!

Your 2023 Per Cap or Elder’s pre-mailing 
packet was mailed in August. Please contact 
the number below if you have not received it.

Deadline to submit any corrections including 
address updates is Friday, September 29th.

You may now update your address by going to the 
enrollment page at www.comanchenation.com 

and clicking on the Online Form. 

If you did not receive a Pre-Mailing packet in the mail, 
contact Per Cap Assistance at 877-585-4177

to request your packet today.
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@cnb1901

Visit A Branch, Online or Scan To Get Started
CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE-PRIDE

Open Your Comanche 
Pride Account Today!

Need An Account?

Elite Comanche Pride Checking Account
• Get Paid A Day Early
• Financial Managment Tool
• Pay Bills Automatically Online
• Start Saving Automatically With A Savings Account

Get Our Exclusive Comanche 
Nation Debit Card, Same Day!
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Saturday, September 23rd
Buffalo Harvest - Comanche Nation Historical Preservation
8:00 am - Location: Comanche Nation EPA

Comanche Nation Fair Golf Tournament
9:00 am - Location: Twin Oaks Golf Club - Duncan, OK

Sunday, September 24th
Spirit Ride – Comanche Nation Youth Services
7:00 am - Location: Comanche Nation Complex - Watchetaker Hall

Tuesday, September 26th
Lunch and Learn with Mary Motah – Comanche Nation Historical 
Preservation
11:00 am - Location: Comanche Nation Complex - Watchetaker Hall

A Walk to Remember - MMIW
6:00 pm - Location: Comanche Nation Fairgrounds - Arena

Wednesday, September 27th
Peyote Meeting Begins at Dusk, Concludes Thursday
7:00 pm - Location: Comanche Nation Fairgrounds - South of 
Arena

Thursday, September 28th
Camping Sites Open
TBA - Location: Comanche Nation Complex

Warrior Run begins from Walters
8:00 am - Location: Walter Community Center

Warrior Run begins from Cache
10:00 am - Location: Cache Cahoma Building

Warrior Run begins from Apache
1:00 pm - Location: Apache Community Center

Warrior Run concludes at the Dance Arena Flag Poles
3:00 pm - Location: Comanche Nation Fairgrounds - Arena

Princesses’ Sorority Powwow
6:00 pm - Location: Comanche Nation Fairgrounds - Arena

Hymn Singing - Comanche Nation Historical Preservation
7:00 pm - Location: Comanche Nation Complex - Watchetaker 
Hall

Friday, September 29th
Flag Raising in Honor of Ron Parker
8:00 am - Location: Comanche Nation Fairgrounds - Arena

Carnival Wristband Stand Opens
8:00 am - Location: South Outside of Watchetaker Hall

Carnival Opens
12:00 pm - Location: North End of Comanche Nation Fairgrounds

Comanche Nation Fair Powwow
4:00 pm  Gourd Dance
5:00 pm Registration Opens
7:00 pm Hat & Boot Special in Honor of Jim Myers
(Sponsored by Jhane Myers, Family, & Friends)
Tiny Tot Contest, Junior & Senior Adult Exhibition and Excused 
Junior Categories (6-12), Junior Girls Traditional (6-12) in Honor of 
Emmariah
Teen Categories (13-17), Women’s Golden Age (55+), Men’s Golden 
Age (55+) 
Location: Comanche Nation Fairgrounds - Arena

Saturday, September 30th
Fun Run / 5K - Comanche Nation Prevention & Recovery
7:30 am - Location: Comanche Nation Complex - Janice Tottie 
Pewewardy Field 

Flag Raising in Honor of Lewis Chasenah
8:00 am - Location: Comanche Nation Fairgrounds - Arena

Carnival Wristband Stand Opens

“Spirit of the Buffalo - Rising Again”
Event Schedule    (Times Subject to Change)

8:00 am - Location: South Outside of Watchetaker Hall

Comanche Nation Fair Art Show Contest
8:00 am - Location: Code Talker Room

Comanche Nation Fair Parade Starts
10:00 am - Location: Comanche Nation Fairgrounds

Children’s Hot Dog Feed
Begins After Parade  Location: Comanche Nation Fairgrounds - 
Arena

Family Portrait Booth - Historical Preservation
2:00 pm - 7:00 pm - Location: Comanche Nation Complex - IT Media 
Center

Kids Sidewalk Chalk Art Contest - Comanche Academy
2:00 pm - Location: Comanche Nation Complex - Administration 
Building

Comanche Nation Fair Powwow 
2:00 pm  Gourd Dance

5:00 pm Registration Opens
Location: Comanche Nation Fairgrounds - Arena

5:00 pm Royalty Reception - Deann Nibbs
- Location: Comanche Nation Complex - Patriot Room

Cornhole Tournament - Comanche Nation Language Department
6:00 pm - Location: Comanche Nation Complex - Courthouse Parking 
Lot

Comanche Nation Fair Powwow
6:00 pm  Gourd Dance Resumes
6:45 pm  Registration Closes
7:00 pm  Grand Entry
  Senior Adult Categories
Location: Comanche Nation Fairgrounds - Arena
Oldies’ Dance - Comanche Nation Enrollment Department
7:00 pm  - Location: Comanche Nation Complex - Watchetaker Hall

Sunday, October 1st
Spirit Walk - New Pathways
7:00 am - Location: Comanche Nation Complex

Flag Raising in Honor of George RedElk
8:00 am - Location: Comanche Nation Fairgrounds - Arena

Carnival Wristband Stand Opens
8:00 am - Location: South Outside of Watchetaker Hall

Sunday Church Services - Meal to Follow Services
10:00 am - Location: Comanche Nation Complex

Horseshoe Tournament
10:00 am - Location: Comanche Nation Complex - Janice Tottie 
Pewewardy Field

Handgame Tournament
1:00 pm - Location: Comanche Nation Complex - Watchetaker Hall

Family Portrait Booth
2:00 pm - 7:00 pm - Location: Comanche Nation Complex - IT Media 
Center

Comanche Nation Fair Powwow
2:00 pm  Hat & Boot Special in Honor of Jim Myers
(Sponsored by Jhane Myers, Family, & Friends)
   Gourd Dance
 5:00 pm  Supper Break
 6:00 pm  Hat & Boot Dance Finals
   Tribal Members Only Contest
   Junior Adult Categories
Location: Comanche Nation Fairgrounds - Arena
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2023 Comanche Nation Fair Flyer of Events

2nd Annual Buffalo Harvest
8 a.m., Sept. 23, Office of Environmental Programs

Two- Person Golf Scramble
9 a.m., Sept. 23, Twin Oaks Golf Club - Duncan, Okla.

Spirit Ride
7 a.m., Sept. 24 - Watchetaker Hall - Comanche Complex

Memorial Walk
6 p.m., Sept. 26, Comanche Complex Comanche Nation Fair through 30 years of Photos

2 p.m., Sept. 28, Comanche National Museum

Comanche Princess Sorority Induction Powwow
6 p.m., Sept. 28, Comanche Complex

Comanche Hymn Singing
6 p.m., Sept. 28, Watchetaker Hall- Comanche Complex

Cornhole Tournament
6 p.m., Sept. 29, Comanche Courthouse Parking lot

Warrior Run
8 a.m.-Walters Comm. Center, 10 a.m.,-Cache Cahoma 

Bldg., 1 p.m., Apache Comm. Center

The flag of Ron Parker will 
be flown Sept. 29 of the Co-
manche Nation Fair. The 
Flag Raising Ceremony will 
be 8 a.m., by the Comanche 
Indian Veterans Association 
(CIVA) at the Comanche 
Nation Complex Powwow 
arena. 

The flag of Lewis Chasenah 
will be flown Sept. 30 of the 
Comanche Nation Fair. The 
Flag Raising Ceremony will 
be 8 a.m., by the Comanche 
Indian Veterans Association 
(CIVA) at the Comanche 
Nation Complex Powwow 
arena. 

The flag of George Red Elk 
will be flown Oct. 1 of the 
Comanche Nation Fair. The 
Flag Raising Ceremony will 
be 8 a.m., by the Comanche 
Indian Veterans Association 
(CIVA) at the Comanche 
Nation Complex Powwow 
arena. 
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PARADEPARADE
SPIRIT OF THE BUFFALO - RISING AGAINSPIRIT OF THE BUFFALO - RISING AGAIN

SATURDAY SEPTEMBER 30

COMANCHE NATION TRIBAL COMPLEXCOMANCHE NATION TRIBAL COMPLEX

PARADE LINEUPPARADE LINEUP
7:00 AM7:00 AM

PARADE STARTPARADE START
10:00 AM10:00 AM

REGISTRATION DEADLINE - SEPTEMBER 15
FLOAT PRIZES AWARDED

BEST DEPARTMENTAL FLOAT
BEST NON-DEPARTMENTAL FLOAT

CONTACT INFORMATION
BJ ANDERSON 580-215-8053

BJ.ANDERSON@COMANCHENATION.COM

JANET TAHAH 580-591-0203
JANET.TAHAH@COMANCHENATION.COM

Fun Run
7 a.m., Sept. 30, Comanche Nation Softball Fields

Art Show and Competition
Noon, Sept. 30, Code Talker Room, Comanche Complex

Parade 
10 a.m., Sept. 30, Comanche Complex

Free Hot Dogs
Following the parade, Sept. 30, Complex Powwow 

Children’s Sidewalk Chalk Art Contest
2 p.m., Sept. 30, Flag Poles of Administration Building

Family & Individual Portaits
Sept. 30 & Oct. 1, Media Room, Comanche Complex

Elder’s Dance
7 p.m., Sept. 30, Watchetaker Hall, Comanche Complex

Spirit Walk
7 a.m., Oct. 1, Comanche Complex Powwow Grounds

Handgame Tournament
2 p.m., Oct. 1, Watchetaker Hall, Comanche Complex

Horseshoe Tournament
10 a.m., Oct. 1, Comanche 
Complex Softball Field

Other Events and Activities:

• Tues., Sept. 26 - Lunch & Learn with Mary Motah - Coman-
che Nation Complex

• Wed., Sept. 27 - Native American Church Meeting - Dusk- Co-
manche Nation Powwow Grounds

• Fri., Sept. 29 - Carnival Opens - Noon
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