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Comanche Cache 
Casino Opens

Courtesy Photo

By Shandi Tahhahwah/General Man-
ager, Comanche Cache Casino
 Comanche Cache Casino 
and Quik Stop has opened. The prop-
erty is in its soft opening, giving 
guests the very first chance to experi-
ence the newest gaming property and 
Cache’s one-stop shop for snacks, 
drinks and Native merchandise.
 The casino includes 36 pop-
ular gaming machines made to play. 
Stop by the Quik Stop on your way 
in, which is stocked with a variety of 
popular products, including iced cof-
fee, tobacco goods and more. Both 
the casino and convenience store are 
now open Sunday-Thursday from 7 
a.m.-midnight and Friday-Saturday 
from 7 a.m.-2 a.m., with the gas sta-
tion planned to open soon. 
 While we are still on sched-
ule to celebrate a grand opening in 
January, we welcome you to stop by 
and be among the first to experience 
this exciting new entertainment des-
tination. Located at 16193 Highway 
115, you can find Comanche Cache 
Casino by taking Quanah Parker 
Hwy. west from Lawton (East from 
Altus) to Cache exit 115. 
 Comanche War Pony Ca-
sino has also been steadily growing 
since its opening earlier this year. It 
has quickly become a Player’s Club 
favorite with its latest installations of 
new games from Video Game Tech-
nologies (VGT). Stay tuned to see 
which new games and reward op-
portunities the casino has in store for 
players. 

Shandi Tahhahwah, the General 
Manager of Comanche Cache Ca-
sino, inside the new gaming room. 
It includes 36 popular gaming ma-
chines.

Comanche Housing Authority: Empowering Students 
through Affordable Housing

By Nora Sovo/ Comanche Nation Housing Authority

 Higher-education institu-
tions in the U.S. are known for ex-
cessive expenses, which often leave 
students with large amounts of debt 
and unwanted stress that can become 
difficult to manage. According to a 
study conducted by the Education 
Data Initiative in 2022, the ultimate 
cost of a bachelor’s degree can ex-
ceed $500,000.
 The American Indian Col-
lege Fund reported that only 15 
percent of Native American have a 
bachelor’s degree, which is less than 
half the national average. To encour-
age more Native Americans to pursue 
their degree through making higher-
education more obtainable and eco-
nomical, it is crucial to have afford-
able housing programs in place for 
students. 
 In effort to raise awareness 
and provide reliable resources for 
Tribal students, the Comanche Na-
tion Housing Authority (CNHA) rec-
ognized this growing issue early-on 
and implemented its student housing 

program. The initiative provides af-
fordable housing to Tribal families of 
low income and full-time students.
 When enrolling in univer-
sities or colleges, students are pre-
sented with tuition costs, which are 
the initial fees that must be paid just 
to attend the school and does not in-

clude living expenses. In Oklahoma, 
the average student attending a pub-
lic college pays $8,064 in tuition a 
year in addition to housing, living 
and other necessary costs. 
 CNHA’s student housing 
program offers assistance to students 
who attend Cameron University, Platt 

College or Great Plains Technology 
Center, and can assist up to 8 students 
across its eight one-bedroom apart-
ments. 
 “Being a college student is 
challenging on its own, but when you 
are also a first generation and low-
income student you are bound to face 
even more adversity,” Russell Sos-
samon, executive director of CNHA 
said. “The program was created as a 
solution to help Comanche students 
kickstart their educational journeys 
by providing a safe and affordable 
place to call home.”
 Since its inception, CNHA 
has been able to help hundreds of col-
lege students through the program. 
One program recipient in particular, 
credits CNHA and its initiative for 
not only getting him through college 
but for ultimately earning his degree.
 “As a first-generation col-
lege student, I started my journey 
homeless and staying on friend’s 
couches,” Major Pewenofkit said, 
previous student and recipient of 

See, STUDENT HOUSING, Page 5

Dr. Cornell Pewewardy
Courtesy Photo

Dr. Pewewardy 
selected 2021 

NCORE Award in 
Social Justice

 The National Conference of 
Race and Ethnicity in Higher Educa-
tion recognized Dr. Cornel Pewewar-
dy as the 2021 Suzan Shown Harjo 
Activist for Systemic Social Justice 
Award. After a year’s hiatus because 
of COVID-19, Dr. Pewewardy was 
presented the NCORE 2021award 
Aug. 27, in Norman, Okla. at Legends 
Restaurant by the Outreach/College 
of Continuing Education, Southwest 
Center for Human Relations Studies 
at the University of Oklahoma. 
 NCORE is the leading voice 
for current and aspiring scholars, 
educators and practitioners in higher 
education. It sets the standard for 
culturally responsive teaching and 
learning, exemplary standards of 
practice, meaningful professional 
development, and passionate com-
munity support. The NCORE Suzan 
Shown Harjo Activist for Systemic 
Social Justice Award is an annual 
recognition of exemplary lifetime 
performance of an individual or or-
ganization whose actions have been 
transformational on social justice is-
sues of race, ethnicity, and sovereign-
ty at the systemic level by affecting 
laws, policies, organizational struc-
tures, and community practices.
 The 2021 NCORE award 
reads: Presented to Dr. Cornel Pewe-
wardy, Professor Emeritus in Indig-
enous Nations Studies, Portland State 
University “For actions taken in the 
service of social justice, and a life-
time commitment to research focused 
on the impact of colonization on In-
digenous peoples, inspiring scholars 
and students within and outside of 
Indian Country.”
 Professor Pewewardy 
teaches courses in the Indigenous Ed-
ucational Leadership Graduate Cer-
tificate at Kansas State University. 
This program is built around a new 
set of leadership standards produced 
by the Tribal Education Department’s 
National Assembly (TEDNA). Dr. 
Pewewardy received the NCORE 
award. 

Comanche Charter School’s First Soccer Team Set for Season

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Ekapukunuu (Red Horse) Soccer Team played their first game September 24, at the Lawton Soc-
cer Club Fields. They are, from left,  Azura Poole, Nahmi Poafpybitty, Paulo Laurenzana, Kings-
ton Minthorn, Harlen Pewewardy, Raiden Juarez, Brenden Chrisman, and Kimimila Chibitty. The 
coach is Louisa Brown and the assistant coach is Nolan Tahdooahnippah, not pictured.

Paulo Laurenzana takes control of the ball during the first half of the game, Sept. 
24 during Ekapukunuu’s first soccer game.

Kingston Minthorn 
kicks the ball away 
from their goal.

Harlen Pewewardy runs for the ball at the 
Ekapukunuu Sept. 24 game.

Kimimila Chibitty gets ready to 
kick the ball down the field.

Brenden Chrisman defends  
Ekapukunuu’s goal agianst 
the other team.
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 CNB1901.COM/COMANCHE-PRIDE @cnb1901

With Your Comanche Elite Account, 
You Can Get An Extra 0.25% Off Stated 

Auto Loan Rates!

Rates so low you’ll scream!

90 Days No Payment

Auto Loan Rates
As
Low
As

%
APR*

1.) Rates as low as 2.99% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) are available to applicants with excellent credit on new or used 2020-2023 vehicles. Other 
terms and rates are available. (2.) Current CNB loans may be refinanced with a minimum of $5,000 additional money borrowed. (3.) Loan terms and 
rates are subject to credit approval and assume maximum use of City National Bank (CNB) automatic debit loan payment and deposit account 
relationship. (4.) Interest will accrue from the loan origination date. (5.) A 90-day deferral of the first payment may be available. This option will result 
in additional finance charges. (6.) Financing is available up to 125% of the Manufacturer’s Suggested Retail Price (MSRP) on new vehicles and up to the 
National Automobile Dealers Association (NADA) retail value on used cars. Certain restrictions apply. (7.) Offer valid September 1 – October 31, 2022.

Don’t forget!
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Comanche Nation
Officials

Chairman
Mark Woommavovah

Email: Mark.Woommavovah@comanchenation.com
Vice Chairman

Dr. Cornel Pewewardy
Email: Cornel.Pewewardy@comanchenation.com

Secretary/Treasurer
John David Wahnee

Email: John.Wahnee@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 1

Hazel Tahsequah
Email: Hazel.Tahsequah@comanchenation.com

Committeeman No. 2
Ross Kahrahrah

Email: Ross.Kahrahrah@comanchenation.com
Committeeman No. 3

Alice Kassanavoid
Email: Alice.Kassanavoid@comanchenation.com

Committeeman No. 4
Robert Komahcheet

Email: Robert.Komahcheet@comanchenation.com
Tribal Administrator

Julia Mantzke
Email: Julia. Mantzke@comanchenation.com

To contact officials:
Office of the CBC/Chairman: 

Telephone: (580) 492-3573
Comanche Nation Address:

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502

Toll Free: (877) 492-4988
Physical Address:

584 Bingo Rd.

THE COMANCHE NATION NEWS
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Leaf Fall Month
 The award-winning Comanche 
Nation News, the official communication 
of the Comanche Nation, is available at no 
charge upon request. The deadline to sub-
mit information for the November edition is 
5 p.m., October 15. 
Contact:

The Comanche Nation News
P.O. Box 908

Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908
Telephone: (580) 492-3381
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: pio@comanchenation.com

PIO/TCNN Staff
• Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-

porter, Photographer- Email: Jolene.
Schonchin@comanchenation.com 
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382

• Paula Karty, Assist. Editor, Reporter, 
Photographer- Email: Paula.Karty@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number–(580)492-3383

• Stacey Heminokeky, Adminis-
trative Assistant- Email: Stacey.
Heminokeky@comanchenation.com 
Telephone Number (580) 492-3385

• Heaven Williams, Reporter/Photog-
rapher - Email: Heaven.Williams@
comanchenation.com - Telephone 
(580) 492-3621.

• Natasha Mercadante -Online 
Reporter - Email: Natasha.Mer-
cadante@comanchenation.com - 
Telephone (580) 492-3381.

• News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

• Photographs will be copied and will 
become the property of TCNN. To 
return original photographs, send a 
self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

• The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. The Passings/Obitu-
aries are submitted by the Comanche 
Nation Funeral Home or by tribal 
members on a funeral home letter-
head. The Milestones Page is for tribal 
members only. TCNN publishes all 
services conducted by The Comanche 
Nation Funeral Home without discre-
tion. The Obituaries Page is for tribal 
members only.

• TCNN will print a Comanche organi-
zation’s annual event flyer once free 
of charge as a courtesy to our tribal 
organizations. The guidelines for flyer 
submission are: Pow-wow flyers have 
to be from an established Comanche 
organization. There has to be contact 
person and number on the organiza-
tion’s annual flyer.

• We reserve the right to edit all mate-
rial. Letters or articles that contain 
libelous information, slander, or 
personal attacks will not be printed. 
Letters to the Editor must be signed 
with a legible name, and have an 
800 word limit. The letters to the 
editor or articles contained in The 
Comanche Nation News does not 
reflect the views or opinions of the 
PIO staff.

Member of the Native American 
Journalist

Association since 2001

Member of the Society of Professional
Journalists since 2010

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

comanchenationpio

To request to be on the CBC monthly meet-
ing agenda, contact the Office of the 

Chairman/CBC no later than the last Friday 
of each month. Telephone: (580) 492-3573

Email: administration@comachenation.com

“Your Reputation Is In God's Hands”
 We all have a desire to have a good reputation, we know how 
important it is, our reputation goes before us, it can open doors and cause 
the right people to come. The scripture says (Proverbs 22:1), "A good 
name is worth more than great wealth." But what happens when you're 
being your best, but other people do things that tarnish your reputation, 
say things that are not true, take things out of context to try to make us 
look bad, slander, innuendos, rumors. We weren't there to defend our-
selves, we couldn't tell our side of the story, now they've done something 
that lessens our credibility, makes people have the wrong opinion of who 
we are. It's tempting to try to straighten people out, prove to them that 
what they're saying is not correct. But if you get on that treadmill you'll 
never get off, because there will always be someone saying something not 
true, mischaracterizing what you did, questioning your motives.
 Here's the key: you have to put your reputation in God's hands. 
Let Him defend you. Let Him be your vindicator. The scripture never 
tells us to guard our reputation, it says guard your heart. If you're trying 
to guard your reputation, you're going to be worn out. That's not your job. 
Leave your reputation in God's hands. He knows how to change people's 
minds, he knows how to silence negative voices, he knows how to cause 
you to be seen in the right light. He hears everything said about you. He 
sees when people are mischaracterizing you, on purpose trying to make 
you look bad, questioning your motives. Nothing goes unnoticed. The 
mistake we make is: we get into fight mode, "I have to fix this, this is not 
right," but trying to fix it is only going to make it worse. Once you fix this 
person, something else will come up, then another and another. It takes all 
the pressure off when you put your reputation in God's hands. We think, 
"Well, if I can just straighten them out, if I can let them know that I'm not 
what they're saying, I'm really a good person," then this will fix it. The 
problem is, some people don't want to understand you. If you did every-
thing they asked, if you changed and became who they want you to be, 
they're still going to find fault. They're determined to misunderstand you. 
You have to accept that they're not going to be for you, and that's okay, 
you don't need them to fulfill your destiny. Here's a bigger one: they don't 
have to be quiet for you to reach your potential. They may keep spread-
ing lies, slandering, putting you in a bad light, but they cannot stop your 
purpose. They don't have that much power.
 If you don't understand this principle, you'll live upset, mad at 
them, think of the ways you can shut them down. That's not your job. 
Your job is to guard your heart. Don't let the offense, the bitterness, the 
poison get in you. You do your part, and God will do his part. He'll take 
care of your reputation. And sometimes He'll stop the negative things 
from being said, turn things around and vindicate you. Other times He'll 
let them keep talking, keep stirring things up, but no matter what they say 
it doesn't harm you. He makes them ineffective. They're making all this 
noise, trying to discredit you. What they said, what they did, should have 
caused others at work to look down on you, should have kept you from 
that project, but God took away all the sting, He took away all the power. 
Now they're just a bunch of irrelevant noise, nobody that matters pays any 
attention to them.
 What's interesting is God knows how to vindicate you. Your 
time is coming. God sees you doing the right thing. He sees you not com-
plaining, not holding a grudge, not giving up on life. The right people are 
going to show up, vindication is coming. It's going to happen quickly. 
Keep doing great things, keep being a person of excellence, keep stretch-
ing, keep dreaming. The naysayers cannot stop your purpose, the nega-
tive chatter is just noise trying to get you distracted, don't take the bait. 
Stay focused and leave your reputation in God's hands. If you'll do this, 
I believe and declare we will be better and stronger. We are Comanche 
Strong~Stronger Together!

URA,
Chairman Woommavovah 

Editor’s Note: This is an overview of 
the September 10, Comanche Business 
Committee Monthly Meeting, and not 
the official minutes. To obtain a copy of 
the official minutes, please contact the 
Office of the Chairman, (580) 492-3251. 
You can watch the meeting in its entire-
ty online at comanchenation.com.

 Chairman Mark Woomma-
vovah called the meeting to order 
at 10 a.m. The Secretary/Treasurer, 
John Wahnee, conducted a roll call 
of Comanche Business Committee 
(CBC). A quorum was established, 
with all CBC present.
 Wahnee gave the invocation.
 Wahnee made a motion to 
accept the minutes from the August 
2022 CBC Meeting. It is seconded by 
CBC No. 3, Alice Kassanavoid. The 
motion carries 6/0/0.

Resolutions:
Resolution No. 115-2022- Enroll-
ment Eligible Resolution list 1254. 
Kassanavoid makes the motion to ap-
prove the resolution. It is seconded by 
CBC No. 4, Robert Komahcheet. The 
motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 116-2022- Enroll-
ment Eligible Resolution list 1255- 
adults. Kassanavoid makes the mo-
tion to approve the resolution. It is 
seconded by Wahnee. The motion 
carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 117-2022- Enroll-
ment Ineligible Resolution - List 1256 
- Does Not Meet BQ. Kassanavoid 
makes the motion to approve the res-
olution. It is seconded by CBC No. 4, 
Robert Komahcheet. The motion car-
ries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 118-2022- Enroll-
ment Ineligible Resolution - List 
1257 - No allottee. Kassanavoid 
makes the motion to approve the res-
olution. It is seconded by CBC No. 4, 
Robert Komahcheet. The motion car-
ries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 119-2022- Enroll-
ment Ineligible Resolution -List 1258 
- Outside of parameters. Kassanavoid 
makes the motion to approve the res-
olution. It is seconded by CBC Vice 
Chairman, Dr. Cornell Pewewardy. 
The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 120-2022- Enroll-
ment Proposed - 2022 Petition Ordi-
nance. Wahnee makes the motion to 
approve the resolution. It is seconded 
by Kassanavoid. The motion carries 
4/2/0.
Resolution No. 121-2022- CIP Capi-
tal Improvement Building Resolu-
tion. Kassanavoid makes the motion 
to approve the resolution. It is sec-
onded by CBC No. 2, Ross Kahrah-
rah. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 122-2022- CIP Re-
cords Retention Building Resolution. 
Kassanavoid makes the motion to ap-
prove the resolution. It is seconded 
by Dr. Pewewardy. The motion car-
ries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 123-2022- CBC Pur-
chase of Modular Building Resolu-
tion. Wahnee makes the motion to 
approve the resolution. It is seconded 
Dr. Pewewardy. The motion carries 
6/0/0.
Resolution No. 124-2022- CBC Fed-
eral Writ of Garnishment Resolution. 
Kassanavoid makes the motion to ap-
prove the resolution. It is seconded by 
CBC No. 4, Robert Komahcheet. The 
motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 125-2022- CNE 
FY23 Operating Budget Resolu-
tion. Kahrahrah makes the motion 
to amend the resolution to read 2023 
FY. It is seconded by Kassanavoid. 
The motion carries with amendment 
6/0/0. approve the resolution. 
Resolution No. 126-2022- CN Gam-
ing Commission Appointment Reso-
lution – Jonathan Ramirez. There is 
a discussion about the ordinance and 
corrections that needs to be made that 
was already noted at previous meet-
ings. Kassanavoid makes the motion 
to approve the resolution. It is sec-
onded by CBC No. 4, Robert Komah-
cheet. The motion carries 3/2/1. 
Resolution No. 127-2022- CNGC 
FY23 Budget Resolution. Kas-
sanavoid makes the motion to ap-
prove the resolution. It is seconded 
by CBC No. 4, Robert Komahcheet. 
The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 128-2022- CNTC 
Amendment to Resolution 161-2021. 

Wahnee makes the motion to approve 
the resolution. It is seconded by Kah-
rahrah. The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 129-2022- CNTC 
Rescind Resolution 110-19. Kas-
sanavoid makes the motion to ap-
prove the resolution. It is seconded 
by Kahrahrah. The motion carries 
6/0/0.
Resolution No. 130-2022- CNYP 
Higher Ed Partner with AISES Reso-
lution. Kahrahrah makes the motion 
to approve the resolution. It is sec-
onded by Wahnee. The motion car-
ries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 131-2022- CNHA 
BIA ARP 638 Contract Grant Reso-
lution. Wahnee makes the motion to 
approve the resolution. It is seconded 
by Kahrahrah. The motion carries 
6/0/0.
Resolution No. 132-2022- CNHA 
HUD Indian Community Block Grant 
FY22 Resolution. Wahnee makes the 
motion to approve the resolution. It is 
seconded by Kahrahrah. The motion 
carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 133-2022- CNHA 
HUD Indian Housing Block Grant 
FY22 Resolution. Kahrahrah makes 
the motion to approve the resolution. 
It is seconded by Kassanavoid. The 
motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 134-2022- ECDC 
Comanche Academy and Childcare 
MOU. Wahnee makes the motion to 
approve the resolution. It is seconded 
by Kahrahrah. The motion carries 
6/0/0.
Resolution No. 135-2022- Intertribal 
Buffalo Council Resolution. Kas-
sanavoid makes the motion to ap-
prove the resolution. It is seconded 
by Wahnee. The motion carries 6/0/0. 
Wahnee will be the representative. 
Komahcheet will be the alternate 
representative. Martina Minthorn, 
Director of the Historic Preservation 
Office, explains the reason for the 
resolution. Dr. Milton Sovo, who is 
on the board of directors for the In-
tertribal Bison Cooperative, offers his 
assistance for creating and sustaining 
a buffalo herd for the Comanche Na-
tion. Michael Burgess gives infor-
mation about a six-week training to 
butcher, and other classes, through 
Oklahoma State University and Paw-
nee Nation College.
Resolution No. 136-2022- Transpor-
tation New Routes Com Caddo Cot-
ton Co Resolution. Wahnee makes 
the motion to approve the resolution. 
It is seconded by Komahcheet. The 
motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 137-2022- Tribal 
Court Great Plains Legal Services, 
LLC, MOU Resolution. Kassanavoid 
makes the motion to approve the res-
olution. It is seconded by Kahrahrah. 
The motion carries 6/0/0.
Resolution No. 138-2022- WIOA 
Resolution for Updated CNG Guide-
lines YEP. Kassanavoid makes the 
motion to approve the resolution. It 
is seconded by Komahcheet. The mo-
tion carries 6/0/0.
 Kassanavoid makes the mo-
tion to approve travel to the G2E. It 
is seconded by Robert Komahcheet. 
The motion carries 6/0/0.
 Wahnee makes a motion. 
Travel to the National Education As-
sociation in October. Komahcheet 
seconds the motion. Motion carries 
6/0/0.
 Motion for tribal lawyers, 
Doresey & Whitney, LLP to take ac-
tion on items when the CBC are not 
is session. Kassanavoid makes the 
motion. It is seconded by Kahrahrah. 
The motion carries 6/0/0.
 Kassanavoid makes a mo-
tion for the Gaming Commission not 
to take action on the Gaming Com-
pact prohibiting persons section. 
Kahrahrah seconds the motion. The 
motion carries 6/0/0.
 Kassanavoid makes a mo-
tion To authorize property to be ne-
gotiated in contract for building a 
new Oklahoma City Outreach office. 
It is seconded by Wahnee. The mo-
tion carries 6/0/0.
 Kassanavoid makes a mo-
tion to put forward changes to the 
Gaming Ordinance, pending the 
corrections that were noted in April 
2022 from the meeting minutes, that 
business continue. It is seconded by 
Wahnee. The motion carries 6/0/0.

Old/New Business
 Patrick McClung, of Co-
manche Construction LLC, did a 
presentation for clarify misinforma-
tion that was distributed about the 
proposed new Comanche tribal head-
quarters. He stressed the misinforma-
tion and leaked documents could get 
people sued.
 Tanisha Cable took the floor 
to question some of the statements 
McClung made during his presen-
tation and asked what happened in 
Quanah, Texas. 
 Burgess took the floor about 
protecting tribal sovereignty, and to 
suggest the original tribal headquar-
ters be made to a clinic, which it was 
originally built. 

John Harrington was next on the floor 
to verify the removal of James Cox’s 
name from the auditorium at the Co-
manche Nation Education Center. Dr. 
Pewewardy said nothing was decided 
about the removal of Cox’s name, but 
it was discussed at a prior meeting in 
Executive Session. He also said there 
is an insurance company that offered 
to build a clinic and other structures 
for the Nation. He wants to know who 
they would talk to and how do they 
get started. Kassanavoid explained 
the process to get on the agenda.
 A tribal elder thanked the 
CBC for passing the resolution No. 
13022. She said she lives in Edmond 

See CBC MEETING, Page 5
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Programs
Child Support Services
 Announce Court Dates

 CNCSP is requesting Notice 
of Publication in the October 2022 
Edition of The Comanche Nation 
News newspaper for:

In the Comanche Nation 
Tribal Court

• Carrie Atauvich: CNCSP-15-31; 
Motion to Determine Support 
Arrears and Reduce to Judgment

• Komah Battise: CNCSP-15-31; 
Motion to Determine Support 
Arrears and Reduce to Judgment

• Darrell Brewer: CNCSP-18-78; 
Motion to Modify Child Support

• Corey Cable: CNCSP-15-42; 
Application for Indirect Con-
tempt

• Theodore Chalepah: JFD-
03-A02; Application for Indirect 
Contempt

• Jarvis Chasenah: CNCSP-15-75; 
Application for Indirect Con-
tempt

• Melanie Huffman: CNC-
SP-15-75; Application for Indi-
rect Contempt

• Donald Jones: CNCSP-14-33; 
Application for Indirect Con-
tempt

• Kelsey Keiningham: CNC-
SP-21-47; Application for Indi-
rect Contempt

• Jessica Woosypitti: CNC-
SP-22-15; Petition to Determine 
Paternity and Establishment of 
Child Support

 Under Title 3 of the Coman-
che Nation Child Support Codes Rule 
4 (E (3) allows for service by publi-
cation in instances where the location 
of the subject is unknown, or when 
the subject of service has been unable 
to be served by traditional means. 
The CNCSP is needing the above 
name(s) to be placed in our upcom-
ing Comanche Nation Newspaper. 
 PLEASE TAKE NOTE 
THAT ALL COMANCHE NATION 
TRIBAL COURT CHILD HEAR-
INGS WILL BE CONDUCTED IN 
PERSON.
 PLEASE TAKE NOTE 
THAT ALL COURT OF INDIAN 
OFFENSES CHILD SUPPORT 
HEARING WILL BE CONDUCT-
ED BY PHONE. 

Prevention & Recovery Highlights Three Employees Who 
Are Program Graduates

 This month the Comanche 
Nation Prevention and Recovery de-
partment would like to highlight three 
of their employees, who are also for-
mer graduates of the Residential 
Treatment Program.

Devin Toahty
 Devin Toahty is a Recovery 
Support Specialist for the Coman-
che Nation Prevention & Recovery 
(CNP&R) Department. Toahty is a 
citizen of the Comanche Nation and 
proud father, husband, son and broth-
er.   
 During his free time, Toahty 
likes spending time with his kids, 
wife, friends and family. He also 
enjoys gourd dancing, going to the 
sweat lodge and most especially loves 
to watch his boys play sports and par-
ticipate in their native culture.
 Toahty is a former graduate 
from the CNP&R Residential Treat-
ment Center and says he is fortunate 
to be able to share his experience, 
strength, and hope in order to help 
guide others in their recovery and 
change lives within the Native com-
munity. 
 “I have found a new way to 
live clean, and free from addiction. 
CNP&R plays a big part in my re-
covery and I am very grateful for this 
program. It helped save my life. To-
day I am truly blessed and proof that 
this program works,” said Toahty.   
   Toahty is a certified Peer Recovery 
Support Specialist through the Okla-
homa Department of Mental Health 
and Substance Abuse Services (OD-
MHSAS). He also possesses certifica-
tions to facilitate Positive Indian Par-

enting courses through the National 
Indian Child Welfare Association 
(NICWA), Batterer’s Intervention 
Program (BIP) courses derived from 
the Duluth Model, and has completed 
Mental Health First Aid (MHFA) for 
Adults and NARCAN training.  

Larry Tain Topaum
 Larry Tain Topaum is the 
Project Coordinator for CNP&R Op-
eration Over Opioids program. He is 
a citizen of the Kiowa Tribe, an Air-
force Veteran and former graduate of 
the CNP&R residential program. To-
paum says that CNP&R gave him ex-
actly what he needed to recover from 
a hurtful past and set him on the right 
course for a hopeful future. As a part 
of his recovery journey,    
          Topaum shares his story of ad-
diction that started after he went into 
remission from cancer, “…my life 
was in shambles. I was in desperate 
need of help. At CNP&R, I began to 
learn about myself and my addiction, 
how it began, and how to deal with it. 
Today, I continue to learn about treat-
ment, and know how important it is 
to maintain recovery. I have stayed 
close to CNP&R as an employee to 
continue my recovery and give back 
to other tribal communities suffering 
from the pain of addiction, PTSD, 
homelessness, and incarceration. 
Thank you, CNP&R, for your help. It 
saved my life.” 
 Topaum has an Associate’s 
Degree in Aeronautical Science, 
which he received while in the Air-
force; he only needs a few more cred-
its to obtain his Bachelor’s Degree in 
the same subject. Topaum is a certi-

fied Peer Recovery Support Special-
ist and Medically-Assisted Treatment 
(MAT) Advocate through ODMH-
SAS, has the credentials to facilitate 
BIP classes and conduct SASSI Drug 
and Alcohol assessments. He enjoys 
spending time with his family, espe-
cially his grandkids. 
 Topaum’s hobbies include 
going to the gym, cooking, golfing, 
climbing mountains and staying con-
nected to family and friends. He also 
attends sweat lodge and church regu-
larly and said those connections help 
him stay sober. Topaum is thankful 
for the opportunity to serve his com-
munity and help others overcome 
their own battles with addiction. 

Timothy (TJ) Parker
 Timothy (TJ) Parker, Jr. is a 
citizen of the Comanche Nation and 
works as a Recovery Support Spe-
cialist at CNP&R. Parker is a loving 
and supportive father to his five chil-
dren and one granddaughter.
 Parker is in his own recov-
ery from alcohol and substance ad-
diction and celebrated three years of 
sobriety in July of this year. Parker  
completed the CNP&R residential 
program as a client with a sense of 
new direction in his life and now 
strives to be an example to others.  
 In his spare time, Parker en-
joys spending time with his children 
and family and participating in cul-
tural activities. Parker says the cul-
tural activities such as sweat lodge, 
ceremonies, and gourd dancing are a 
vital part in his recovery. 
 When asked about why he 
enjoys working at CNP&R, Parker  
humbly responded with the follow-
ing: “I am passionate about recovery. 
I love to share my story and victories 
with the community to spread hope 
and to give back to people what was 
so freely given to me. I hope my sto-
ry will inspire and encourage others 
suffering from addiction. Thanks to 
God, family, and a program of recov-
ery I am living my best life today.” 
 Parker is a certified Peer 
Recovery Support Specialist through 
ODMHSAS. He also is certified in 
Adult Mental Health First Aid and 
completed the Creating a Process of 
Change for Men Who Batter: Com-
prehensive Training and Ethics for 
Mental Health Providers.

Courtesy Photo

Submitted by Comanche Nation Prevention and Recovery Staff

Adult Education Student 
of the Month

Courtesy Photo

 Stacy Rench, was born on 
June 21,1975, to Judy Tahah and 
John Wermy in Lawton, Okla. She is 

Higher Education 
Student of the Month

Courtesy Photo

 Sophie Tiger, is the mother 
of Randall “Baby Randy” Cable, and 
she is the daughter of Janet Saupitty 
and Robert “Boy” Tiger. Her mater-
nal grandparents are Carol Saupitty 
and Bob Wade, and maternal great-
grandparents are the late Floyd and 
Beatrice Saupitty. 
 Upon graduating from 
Cache High School, Tiger was 
awarded the highly competitive 
Gates Millennium Scholarship to 
pursue higher education. With this 
financial support, she earned a Bach-
elor of Arts degree in Political Sci-
ence and minor in Native American 
Studies at the University of Okla-
homa. Currently, Tiger is a Master of 
Public Health candidate at Columbia 
University Mailman School of Pub-
lic Health in the Health Policy and 
Management department, where she 
is the only Native American student. 
She hopes to educate her peers and 
faculty members on public health is-
sues facing Indian Country as well as 
create a space for Native students to 
feel welcomed at Mailman.
 Tiger had the privilege to 
serve as Female Co-President of 
two of national Native youth led or-
ganizations, United National Indian 
Tribal Youth, Inc. (UNITY) and Na-
tional Congress of American Indian 
Youth Commission (NCAI), focusing 
both on empowering Native youth to 
transform their communities into the 
world they envision living in by of-
fering Native youth leadership oppor-
tunities to find success. 
 Tiger was selected as a 2022 
Udall Foundation Native American 
Congressional Intern, where she 
spent the summer in Washington, 
D.C. as a legislative intern in the Of-
fice of U.S. Senator, Elizabeth War-
ren. She worked on issues concerning 
Native Americans, immigration and 
taxation. Through her experiences 
and education, Tiger has a passion 
for Tribal sovereignty and its efforts 
to deliver adequate health care, and-
she plans to further her education by 
attending law school to advocate and 
improve health and health systems 
through policy and legislation for In-
dian Country.  

Job Placement and 
Training Student of the 

Month

Courtesy Photo

 Lizzie Cookie Bowles, is a 
resident of Texas and is the daughter 
of Dean Pahcheka.
 She currently attends Tar-
rant County College where she has 
earned an Associate of Applied Sci-
ence Degree for Automotive Service 
Technician.  
 Bowles is currently pursu-
ing an Associate of Applied Science 
in Occupational Safety and Envi-
ronmental Technology.  She plans to 
transfer to Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University in the spring to work 
on her Bachelor of Occupational 
Health and Safety.
 She wants to encourage oth-
ers to continue to learn and choose a 
professional career that you love.

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

the proud mother to two boys Jordan 
and Joshua. 
 She has been attending Great 
Plains Technology Center to attain 
her Child Care Development Cer-
tification through the Adult Educa-
tion Program. She also is an enrolled 
Cameron University student working 
on her Family and Childhood degree 
to become a master teacher at the Co-
manche Nation Early Childhood De-
velopment Center. 
 The Comanche Nation 
Higher Education is proud of Rench’s 
hard work and perseverance. 

Comanche 
Nation Offices will 
be closed October 

10, 2022 for 
INDIGENOUS  

PEOPLES DAY. 
OFFICES WILL 

RE-OPEN OCT. 11, 
FOR REGULAR 

BUSINESS
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CNHA’s student housing program. 
“Thanks to CNHA’s student housing 
resources, they supplied me with the 
framework and tools I needed to suc-
ceed at a time in my life where I was 
really struggling to figure things out.” 
 Through the initiative, stu-
dents are supplied housing and re-
quired to pay monthly rent if they 
have income. Although, each recipi-
ent’s program is tailored specifically 
to their needs and rent is calculated 
at 20 percent of their annual adjusted 
income divided by 12.
 “My rent was based off my 
wages, which helped me increase the 
amount of income I was able to save 
and spend on other necessities like 
food,” said Pewenofkit. “CNHA also 
took care of the apartment’s repairs 
and maintenance, allowing me to fo-
cus on my school work without stress 
and save more money.” 
 While students are tenants 
in CNHA’s provided housing, the 
team supplies repair and maintenance 
services to ease college student’s bur-
dens and ensure the units remain safe 
and reliable. Once a semester ends, 
students can extend their occupancy 
by providing proof of full-time en-
rollment to CNHA before the start of 
the next semester. 
 “The program helped me 
throughout my entire college career 
and got me to where I am now,” 
said Pewenofkit. “I truly believe 
I wouldn’t have gotten my degree 
without the support and help from 
CNHA. Its programs like these that 
change people’s lives forever.” 
 Students can apply for as-
sistance by contacting Comanche 
Nation Housing Authority.  Those 
who qualify will be contacted and 
placed on a waiting list. It is the re-
sponsibility of the eligible student to 
renew their application on an annual 
basis to remain on the waiting list. To 
learn more about the student housing 
program and other CNHA affordable 
housing initiatives, call 580-357-
4956 or visit www.comanchehous-
ing.com. 

STUDENT 
HOUSING
Continued from Page 1
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Kyleigh Davison

Meet the 2022 
Comanche Homecoming 

Princess
 Kyleigh Davidson is a 
proud member of the Numunu Tribe 
and lives in Walters, Okla. She is 
the reigning Comanche Homecom-
ing Princess for 2022-2023. She is 
the daughter of Kasey Goodwin and 
Skyler Davidson. Chrissie Ladale 
Lonelodge is her little sister. Her 
grandparents are Tony and Robin 
Goodwin and Pam Davidson. he is 
also the great granddaughter of Thel-
ma “Troubles” Tabbytosavit, Gonza-
lez and Samuel Kosechequetah, the 
first GM of Comanche Star Casino. 
 Davidson would like to hon-
or her great great grandfather- PVT 
Samuel Tabbytosavit who married 
Edith Poco. PVT Samuel Tabbyto-
savit served as a Code Talker during 
WWI. He was a member of the 357th 
Infantry Regiment, 90th division and 
served in Europe during 1918-1919. 
The family was present to receive 
the Congressional Gold Medal dur-
ing a ceremony on Capitol Hill in 
Washington honoring Native Ameri-
can tribes who received the medal in 
recognition of their service as Code 
Talkers during WWI and WWII. 
Edith Poco is the daughter of Marcus 
Poco who is a descendant of Wis-sis-
che (WaySee), leader of the May-See 
Band. 
 Wallace Coffey honored Da-
vidson with the Numunu name Tabve-
Pveta, Daughter of the Sun, or Sun 
Daughter. Davidson lives in Walters, 
Okla. She loves playing softball, in 
which, her two favorite positions are 
first base and pitching. She is also an 
active member of IAMNDN and en-
joys learning her heritage. She loves 
Crappie fishing, trolling, and catfish 
noodling with her grandparents. She 
also enjoys dancing in powwows 
with her many friends and family. 
 Davidson and her family 
are very honored to be selected as 
the Homecoming Princess for 2022- 
2023 and they are so thankful for all 
the support she has received.

ELDERS VISIT FIRST AMERICANS MUSEUM. The Comanche 
Nation Elders Council traveled to Oklahoma City on Wednesday, 
September 7, on a bus loaded with Comanche elders to visit the First 
Americans Museum.  The Museum is unique even in the placement of 
the building.  As the building is in direct alignment with the sun on land 
reclaimed from oil drilling in the heart of Oklahoma City.  The First 
Americans Museum was designed in every way to honor the past, pres-
ent and future of the 39 Tribal Nations in Oklahoma today.  Compli-
mentary guides were provided for the many questions the elders had.  
The numerous venues presented as you travel around the building are 
eye and heart opening, and visuals that draw you into the scene are de-
lightful to behold.  Some exhibits include items from the Smithsonian‘s 
National Museum of the American Indian that originally belonged to 
First Americans in Oklahoma.  There are exhibits that show and tell 
you stories of what people experienced during periods of conflict and 
assimilation and also celebrate those who served in the military and 
became heroes in athleticism and the arts.  The elders shopped in their 
gift shop as they had so many unique items to see and to buy. 

Courtesy Photo

 The Comanche Nation El-
derly Center is hosting a drive thru 
health fair/walk, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Oc-
tober 28, at the Cameron University 
parking lot, on 38th Street & Gore 
Blvd., Lawton. The goal of the event 
is to provide the elder population in 
Lawton and the surrounding commu-
nities with information on health and 
wellness in the area. The individuals 
participating will be health provid-
ers and businesses in and around the 
area.  
 For more information, con-
tact: Renea Toahty (580) 355-2330, 
Jennifer Bordeaux (580) 355-2330, 
Lennetta Davenport (580) 583-1950

Elder Center Hosts 
Health Fair October 28 

in Lawton

Transit is giving 
free rides or all 

Native Americans, 
during the month 
of November on 

Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. Please 
call (580) 492-3389 

to schedule. 
Surrounding 

service area only, 
Anadarko 
included!

COMANCHE NATION 
EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT 
HOT LINE

(580) 492-3628

and it helps her and her family.
 Kassanavoid reads clarifica-
tion from Forrest Tahdooahnippah, 
attorney for Dorsey and Whitney, 
the gaming commissioner is not an 
employee of the office of the gam-
ing commissioner, employees of the 
gaming commissioner refers to the 
subordinate employees and not the 
commissioner himself.
 Chairman read a censure 
resolution to Vice Chairman, Dr. 
Cornell Pewewardy. A discussion 
followed from tribal members and 
the CBC. 
 Dr. Pewewardy said he is 
very proud with the Charter School. 
He said he is ready to support the 
Charter School, and the spirit of the 
school will continue, and it has po-
tential to exceed the public schools.
The vote passed was 3/2/2.
 Komahcheet makes a mo-
tion to adjourn. Wahnee seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/0.

CBC MEETING
Continued from Page 3
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Culinary Corner/ Fun Page

We want to see 
what you are 

cooking!
Send a picture of any of the 
recipes you try on the “culi-

nary corner” page, and it will 
be in an issue of TCNN, and 

TCNN will mail you a gift 
of thanks. Email your name, 

picture, and which recipe you 
used, to Heaven.Williams@

comanchenation.com

October Pick-Up Schedule for the Comanche Nation Food Distribution Classic French 
Onion Soup 

Ingredients 
• 5 Tablespoons olive 
oil 
• 1 Tablespoon butter 
• 8 Cups thinly sliced 
onions 
• 3 garlic cloves 
• ½ Cup port wine 
• 2 cartons beef broth 
• Pepper 
• Salt 
• ¾ Cup shredded 
Gruyere or swiss cheese 
• 24 Slices French 
bread baguette 

Directions 
1. In a Dutch oven, heat 
2 tablespoons oil and butter 
over medium heat. Add on-
ions; cook and stir until soft-
ened, 10-13 minutes. Reduce 
heat to medium; stirring oc-
casionally, until deep golden 
brown, 30-40 minutes. Add 
minced garlic; cook for 2 min-
utes.
2. Stir in wine. Bring to 
a boil; cook until liquid is re-
duced by half. Add broth, pep-
per and salt; return to a boil. 
Reduce heat. Simmer, cov-
ered, stirring occasionally, for 
1 hour.
3. Meanwhile, preheat 
oven to 400. Place baguette 
slices on a baking sheet; brush 
both sides with remaining 3 
tablespoons oil. Bake until 
toasted, 3-5 minutes on each 
side. Rub toast with halved 
garlic. 
4. To serve, place 
twelve 8 oz. broiler-safe bowls 
or ramekins on baking sheets; 
place 2 toasts in each. Ladle 
with soup; top with cheese. 
Broil until cheese is melted. 

Color the Picture 

Bat 

Pumpkin

Clouds

Ear

Teeth

Wings

Hʉnʉbi Pokaa

Nakwʉ̠si

Naburu̠anu

Naki̠

Taama̠

Wʉhki

Match the correct words together 

DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Tax Return Preparation

Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 
for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.

  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   
REASONABLE PREP FEES

Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455
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People, Places, &Things Happening
 The National Cancer In-
stitute of the National Institutes of 
Health has awarded the University 
of Oklahoma an expected $2 million 
over five years to develop a program 
to improve representation of Okla-
homa American Indian students in 
biomedical and cancer research. 
 “American Indian profes-
sionals are underrepresented in sci-
entific fields, particularly those in 
biomedical research, and near-absent 
in Cancer Research,”  Project’s Di-
rector, Cecil M. Lewis Jr., Ph.D. said 
“This discrepancy impacts communi-
ty health; there is a substantial health 
disparity in cancer impacting Ameri-
can Indians, particularly cancer types 
where regular screening, early detec-
tion and access to health care have a 
large impact. A more robust health 
care workforce and infrastructure, 
one with strong ties to communities, 
should reduce these rates.”
 Lewis is a professor of an-
thropology in the Dodge Family Col-
lege of Arts and Sciences at OU. The 
project’s co-directors are Cara Mon-
roe, Ph.D., Research Scientist for 
OU’s Center for the Ethics of Indige-
nous Genomics Research; Rajagopal 
Ramesh, Ph.D., professor of Pathol-
ogy in the OU College of Medicine 
and Associate Director for Educa-
tion and Training at the OU Health 
Stephenson Cancer Center and Kent 
Smith, Ph.D, (Comanche/Chicka-
saw) Professor of Anatomy and Cell 
Biology in the OSU Center for Health 
Sciences and Associate Dean for the 
Office of American Indians in Medi-
cine and Science at the OSU College 
of Osteopathic Medicine at Cherokee 
Nation.
 The program will provide 
a research training strategy in which 
American Indian high school stu-
dents will engage in hands-on scien-
tific research, with a strong emphasis 
in cancer research. Two different co-
hort groups, one of students and one 
of Oklahoma teachers, will support 
community building and sustainabil-
ity of the student training pipeline.
 The ‘Yes Oklahoma’ Schol-
ars, eligible high school juniors and 
seniors, will have the opportunity to 
participate in an intensive summer 
research experience and earn col-
lege credit. ‘Yes Oklahoma’ Teach-
ers, middle and high school teachers 
from partner schools across the state, 
will participate in summer training 
event that includes curriculum devel-
opment, as well as salary and com-
pensation benefits. Students enrolled 
in these teachers’ classes, a third ben-
eficiary group called ‘Yes Oklahoma’ 
Trainees, also benefit from the teach-
ers’ participation by taking part in the 
curriculum.
 Lewis said the grant also 
provides support for graduate student 
training and mentorship at OU and 
the OSU Center for Health Sciences. 
 “Together, the directors, 
scholars, teachers, trainees and 
graduate students, along with asso-
ciated communities and tribes, will 
form the ‘Yes Oklahoma’ Outreach 
Team, providing education in cancer 
prevention focused on families and 
communities,” Lewis said. “The ‘Yes 
Oklahoma’ program will directly 
impact over 76 scholars and teach-
ers annually, and the combined out-
reach events will indirectly impact 
thousands of under served students, 
teachers, families and community 
members.”
 This project is a partner-
ship between the University of Okla-
homa’s Norman campus, OU Health 
Stephenson Cancer Center on the 
OU Health Sciences Center campus, 
and the Center for Health Sciences at 
Oklahoma State University, among 
other centers and programs. The grant 
proposal received letters of support 
by the tribal president of the Wich-
ita and Affiliated Tribes, the Kiowa 
Tribe Higher Education Program, 
and the chairman of the Comanche 
Nation, as well as superintendents 

representing partnering schools in 
Oklahoma and more than 20 Okla-
homa faculty mentors in biomedical 
related sciences. The YES Oklahoma 
proposal received a perfect review 
score, referred to as an “Impact 10,” 
by the NIH review panel, a rare tri-
umph for grant proposals and strong 
demonstration of the potential impact 
of partnership between Oklahoma in-
stitutes and tribal partners.

The ‘Yes Oklahoma’ Project 
Improves American Indian 
Representation in Cancer 

Research 

  Destiny Fields, 18, was an 
honor student in high school and 
graduated in June and is now a proud 
employee of the IRS. 
 Fields started working at 
Cane’s Chicken the summer of her 
junior year of high school and re-
signed upon completing her training 
with the IRS. She has very good work 
ethics, great attitude towards life and 
very respectful and responsible. 
 Fields’ parents, Jack and 
Becky Fields, grandmother Telbina 
Zambrano, and grandparents Diana 
and Cobb Laurenzana, all wish her 
the best of luck in all her future en-
deavors. 

Tribal Member Employed with the 
IRS 

Fields

Comanche Nation Student 
Named Student 

Ambassador 

Tribal Member Awarded 
Student of the Month 

 Edward Tahhahwah III, is 
a Junior at Upper Iowa University 
and seeking a Bachelor of Science 
in Business Administration with an 
Emphasis on General Business. Tah-
hahwah dedication and passion for 
business allowed him to achieve a 
grade point average of 3.25. In addi-
tion to all of Tahhahwah’s academic 
pursuits, he is also actively involved 
in a community organization, the 
Comanche Homecoming Powwow 
Committee; a local church, the Co-
manche Reformed Church; and regu-
larly participates in cultural activities 
in his local community.
  Tahhahwah’s goal is to 
graduate in the academic year of 
2023, and he plans on continuing his 
career as a Lead Recruiter and Busi-
ness Development Professional for 
Numunu Staffing and Comanche Na-
tion Enterprises, Inc., which is an In-
dian Economic Enterprise, owned by 
the Comanche Nation of business to 
enhance opportunities for Comanche 
Tribal members. 
 Tahhahwah works full-time 
for a startup company, and has his 
wife and four children. Tahhahwah 
hopes to encourage others and ad-
vocate for them to accomplish their 
goals because they are always within 
reach. 

Tahhahwah 

Courtesy photo 

  Chantel Pewewardy, a stu-
dent at Rose State College, is among 
eleven students who were named stu-
dent ambassador. 
 Now in it’s eighth year, the 
College Fund Student Ambassadors 
Program gives indigenous students 
the leadership and communication 
skills to create greater visibility of 
Native American and an understand-
ing of the importance of their diverse 
cultures, officials said. 
 With 42% of today’s Na-
tive American population under the 
age of 24, officials said the College 
Fund sees an opportunity to educate 
the next generation of young native 
leaders to realize their potential. 
 Officials said student am-
bassadors help the College Fund 
create greater visibility about higher 
education and the work the College 
Fund, native students, and tribal col-
leges are doing to create a better fu-
ture for native peoples and communi-
ties. 
 College fund students am-
bassadors represent the College Fund 
and their institutions in media in-
terviews, at cultural events, in their 
communities, and on their campuses. 
Student ambassadors also receive ad-
vocacy training to help them spear-
head action for issues impacting na-
tive communities.  

Courtesy photo 

Comanche 
Reformed 

Church
Comanche 

Hymn Singing
6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
2nd Tuesday 
of the Month

Everyone 
Welcome!

Courtesy photo 
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Set Your Direct Deposit Up To 
Your Savings Account!

Have You Heard?
We have a Comanche 

Pride Savings Account!

Get Your Paychecks, Government 
Checks, Tribal Benefits, Per Cap 

& Elder’s Payments Faster!

Open Yours Today!
cnb1901.com/comanche

 

 

OCTOBER IS 

BB  REAST CC ANCER AA WARENESS  

MM ONTH 
PLEASE CALL LAWTON INDIAN HOSPITAL 

WOMEN’S HEALTH CLINIC 
580-354-5620 

 

DON’T FORGET TO SCHEDULE YOUR ANNUAL 
WOMEN’S WELLNESS EXAM: 

 PAP SMEAR 
 BREAST EXAM 
 LAB WORK 
 MAMMOGRAM (40 YEARS OLD) 
 SEE A PBC FOR ALTERNATE RESOURCES 

 

Breast Cancer is sometimes found after     
symptoms appear, but many women with breast 
cancer have no symptoms.  This is why regular 
breast cancer screening is so important. 

Men can also get breast cancer 
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Military News
CIVA Activities 

Major Kent O. Tomah 
III Promotion Ceremony
 On August 25, Comanche 
Indian Veterans Association Veter-
ans, Princess and Auxiliary were 
thrilled and honored when asked to 
be apart Captain Kent O. Tomah III 
Promotion Ceremony which was held 
at Watchetaker Hall. Captain Kent O. 
Tomah III, was being promoted to 
Major in the U.S. Army. 
 The CIVA Auxiliary be-
gan by greeting all the dignitaries 
and guests and helped preparing the 
snacks and refreshments provided by 
Mindy Tomah. CIVA Commander, 
Kevin Pohawpatchoko, welcomed 
everyone as George Red Elk con-
ducted the opening prayer. CIVA 
Veterans and Soldiers from Fort Sill 
paraded the Colors and Battalion 
Colors in. The Comanche Flag song 
and drum was provided by Robert 
Tehauno. Lanny Asepermy served as 
the Master of Ceremonies and spoke 
on behalf of Tomah. Comanche Na-
tion Chairman, Lt. Col. U.S. Army 
(Ret.) Mark Woomavovah, was also 
in attendance and congratulated Kent 
O. Tomah III on his promotion. 
 Lt. Col. Fleming adminis-
tered the Oath of Office and read the 
Official Orders and Swore In Tomah 
to his newly rank of Major in the U.S. 
Army. After the Swearing In, Major 
Kent O. Tomah III, provided some 
closing remarks as CIVA Command-
er, Kevin Pohawpatchoko and CIVA 
Princess, Arlene Schonchin present-
ed a U.S. Army Pendleton to Major 
Tomah as CIVA Officer’s. Veterans, 
Princess and Auxiliary congratulated 
him. The promotion program ended 
as the Colors were retired. 
 On behalf of the CIVA, Of-
ficer’s, Veterans, Princess and the 
Auxiliary we congratulate Major and 
Tomah.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Color Guard along with sol-
diers from Fort Sill presenting the 
Colors to open the Retirement Cer-
emony followed by the CIVA Aux-
iliary. 

Courtesy Photo

The U.S., Comanche, Oklahoma, 
U.S. Army, and the CIVA Flags 
along with the Battalion Colors 
were posted by soldiers from Fort 
Sill.

Courtesy Photo

Comanche Nation Chairman, Lt. 
Col. U.S. Army (Ret.) Mark Woom-
mavovah, provided some encour-
aging words and congratulated 
Kent O. Tomah on his promotion.

Courtesy Photo

Lt. Col. Fleming, administered the 
Oath of Office, and read the Offi-
cial Orders and Swore In Kent O. 
Tomah III to his newly rank of Ma-
jor in the U.S. Army.

Courtesy Photo

Newly promoted Major Kent O. 
Tomah III, giving a few remarks to 
his family and guests.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Commander, Kevin Pohaw-
patchoko and CIVA Princess, Ar-
lene Schonchin presenting Major 
Kent O. Tomah III with a U.S. 
Army pendleton blanket. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Co-Chaplain, Ramonah Da-
vis providing a closing prayer.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Auxiliary member Aurillia 
Craig and Yonnie Sapcut followed 
by CIVA Veteran Lyon Guy con-
gratulating Major Kent O. Tomah 
III, his wife Mindy and family 
members. 

CIVA Veterans meet 
with Congresswoman

 On August 23, CIVA Veter-
ans had the honor to meet with Con-
gresswoman Kendra Horn, at the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Post 
5263 in Lawton, Okla. for a round 
table discussion concerning Veterans 
Health Care and Veterans Disabil-
ity Claims and Compensation. Also 
present at the round table discussion 
was Kandace Keahbone, political 
director, Greg Lockhart, communi-
cations director and Jekia Harrison, 
political coordinator. 

 The round table discussion 
started as Congresswoman Horn, in-
troduced herself and her staff as they 
were honored and thrilled to meet 
with a small group of CIVA Veterans. 
 Veterans Health Care, filing 
Disability Claims were the main top-
ics discussed. Also discussed was the 
Disability Rating System. Congress-
woman Horn, understood the chal-
lenges in filing Veterans Disability 
Claims as she will push on the impor-
tance of investing in people, values 
and commitment in serving our Vet-
erans and the challenges we face.
 Congresswoman Horn, said 
she will find solutions that challenge 
our Veterans who have sacrificed and 
served this great nation.  

Courtesy Photo

Congresswoman Horn, answer-
ing several questions from CIVA 
Veterans, Lanny Asepermy, CIVA 
Commander, Kevin Pohawpatcho-
ko, CIVA Vice-Commander, John 
McClung.

Color Guard Detail 
Southern Plains Child 

Protection Team SPCPT 
Conference

On September 15, CIVA Veterans and 
Auxiliary provided a Color Guard 
Detail to open the Southern Plains 
Child Protection Team (SPCPT) 
Conference which was held at the 
Embassy Suites Conference Center 
in Norman Okla. The drum was pro-
vided by Bubba Sovo assisted Berky 
Monessy and Louie Pohawpatchoko. 
 CIVA Veterans and Auxil-
iary would like to thank Brian Wahn-
ee, President of the Southern Plains 
Child Protection Team SPCPT for the 
invitation to open the conference. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Commander, Kevin Pohaw-
patchoko holding the U.S. Flag, 
CIVA Veteran, Roger Tehauno  
holding the Comanche Nation Flag 
and CIVA Sgt. Of Arms, Clifford 
Red Elk with the Oklahoma flag. 

Color Guard Detail 
Comanche Nation Police 

Officer Paul Reed 
Retirement Ceremony 

 On September 15, CIVA 
Veterans and Auxiliary provided 
a Color Guard Detail to open Co-
manche Nation Police Officer, Paul 
Reed Retirement Ceremony which 
was held at Watchetaker Hall. CIVA 
would like to thank CNPD Officer, 
Reed for his dedicated service while 
serving as a Police Officer with the 
Comanche Nation Police Depart-
ment. 
 CIVA would also like to 
thank CNPD Officer, Reed for all 
of his hard work assisting in spear 
heading the Firing Squad Detail for 
Comanche Nation Veterans Burial 
Services. Officer Reed worked side 

by side with the CIVA Funeral and 
Burial detail and ensured Funeral 
Honors were carried out. 
 On behalf of the Officer’s, 
Veterans, Princess, and the Auxiliary 
of CIVA, we thank Officer Reed for 
his dedicated and faithful service to 
the Comanche Nation Police Depart-
ment and the U.S. Army.

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Veterans George Red Elk, 
holding the U.S. Flag, Clifford 
Takawana, holding the Comanche 
Nation Flag, Roger Tehauno, hold-
ing the Oklahoma flag, CIVA Sgt. 
Of Arms, Clifford Red Elk, holding 
the U.S. Army flag and CIVA Co-
Chaplain, Ramonah Davis, with 
the CIVA flag. CIVA Commander, 
Kevin Pohawpatchoko and CIVA 
Chaplain, Jimmy Caddo saluting. 
Behind are CIVA Auxiliary mem-
bers, Nona Gail Mihecoby, Act-
ing CIVA Auxiliary Leader, Linda 
Tehauno, Elizabeth Plata, Bonnie 
Flores and Cheryl Takawana.    

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Commander, Kevin Pohaw-
patchoko, presents a Honorary 
Service Medallion to Officer Reed, 
during his retirement ceremony. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Chaplain, Jimmy Caddo, 
presents some Eagle Feathers on 
behalf of the Comanche Nation 
Police Department to Officer Reed, 
during Reed’s retirement ceremo-
ny held in Watchetaker Hall at the 
Comanche Nation Complex. 

Comanche Nation 
Veteran Information 

Needed 
 The Comanche Indian Vet-
erans Association are updating their  
Comanche Veterans Master List. If 
you are an Honorably Discharged 
Veteran and you would like your 
military service updated and docu-
mented, please email Kevin Pohaw-
patchoko at k_pohawpatchoko@ya-
hoo.com.
 Your military service histo-
ry, documents, records, photographs 
and your DD-214 will be forwarded 
to Bill Meadows, Missouri State 
University, Department of Sociolo-
gy-Anthropology/Native American 
Studies. He and his staff will digitize 
your military documents and update 

the Comanche Veterans Master List. 
 Comanche Veterans mili-
tary history and documents received 
will also help in the event of a veter-
ans passing. 
 In closing, this is voluntary 
for Comanche Nation Veterans and 
their families.  Thank you!
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Head staff
CIVA Princess - Arlene Schonchin
Master of Ceremonies - Hah-Tee Delgado
Honors Narrators - CIVA Officer’s and Veterans
Host Drum - Robert Tehauno Singers
Area Directors - Freddie Banderas and Lonnie 
Haun-gooah
Co-Host - Comanche War Dance Society

An invitation for all of our Numu Pukutsi’s and their 
families. Families of deceased Numu Pukutsi are re-
spectfully requested to bring a flag of the Numu Pukutsi 
Veteran.

Afternoon Program
War Mother’s Songs
Scalp and Victory Dances
Gourd Dance
Song debut Honoring our Numu Putsuki’s and Honors
Supper Break

Evening Program
Grand Entry
Social Dancing
Contest

Contest
Men’s Straight
Women’s Cloth
Men’s Fancy (Winner Take All)
War Journey Songs
Contest payout TBD

Open to the Public

With a special invitation for the Comanche Nation Princess Mi-
chelle Nevaquaya and Jr. Comanche Nation Princess Bluesky 
Tosee. All veterans and veteran organizations are welcome. 

Comanche Indian Veterans Association (CIVA) is a Nationally Charted Veteran’s Orga-
nization. CIVA  is not responsible for any theft and/or accidents, damages lost or stolen 
goods. Weapons or alcohol of any kind is strictly prohibited. We want everyone to come 
and celebrate with our Comanche Nation Veterans.

For vender info and setup, please contact CIVA Commander Kevin Pohawpatchoko at 
(580) 919-1065 or by email at k_pohawpatchoko@yahoo.com.

Michael 
Waddle- U.S. 
Army, Silver 

Star, Vietnam 
War

Jonathan 
George- U.S. 

Air Force, 
Distinguished 
Flying Cross, 
War on Ter-
ror, Afghani-

stan

George Red 
Elk- U.S. 

Army, Silver 
Star, Vietnam 

War

Cloyce 
Choney-   U.S. 
Army, Bronze 

Star with 
Valor Device 
and Oak Leaf 
Cluster, Viet-

nam War

Amos Makes 
Cry- U.S. 

Army, Com-
mendation 
Medal with 

Valor Device, 
Vietnam War

LeLand 
Parker- U.S. 

Marine Corps, 
USN/USMC 
Achievement 
Medal with 

Valor Device, 
Vietnam War

Rudolph 
Kosechequ-
etah- U.S. 
Army, Sol-

dier’s Medal, 
Vietnam War

Johnny Tid-
dark- U.S. 

Army, Bronze 
Star with 

Valor Device, 
Vietnam War

Phillip 
Roger Jr.- U.S. 

Army, Sol-
diers Medal, 
Vietnam War

Lindsey 
Griner- U.S. 

Marine Corps, 
USN/USMC 
Achievement 
Medal with 

Valor Device, 
Iraq Cam-

paign 

Kristopher 
Wermy- U.S. 
Army, Com-
mendation 
Medal with 

Valor Device, 
Iraq and Af-

ghanistan

Ronald 
Parker- U.S. 

Army, Bronze 
Star with 

Valor Device, 
Vietnam War

Ron Mah-
setky- U.S. 

Marine Corps, 
Hand to Hand 
Combat with 
the Enemy, 

Vietnam War

Lucien 
LookingGlass- 

U.S. Marine 
Corps, Bronze 

Star with 
Valor Device, 
Vietnam War

Calvin Pohaw-
patchoko Sr.- 

U.S. Army, 
Bronze Star 

with Valor De-
vice, WWII

Lawrence 
Kassanavoid- 

U.S. Army, 
Bronze Star 
with Valor 

Device, Army 
Commenda-
tion Medal 

with Valor De-
vice, Vietnam 

War

Joshua 
Ware- U.S. 

Marine Corps, 
USN/USMC 
Achievement 
Medal with 

Valor Device, 
Iraq Cam-

paign

Calvin 
Atchavit- U.S. 
Army, Distin-

guished Service 
Cross, WWI

Vincent Myers 
Sr.-U.S. Air 

Force, Distin-
guished Flying 
Cross, WWII

Brown 
Yackeyonny-

Lightfoot,U.S. 
Army, Bronze 

Star with 
Valor Device, 
Army Com-
mendation 
Medal with 

Valor Device, 
Vietnam War

Raymond 
Portillo- U.S. 

Marine Corps, 
Bronze Star 

with Valor De-
vice, WWII

Lewis Chase-
nah- U.S. 

Marine Corps, 
USN/USMC 
Achievement 
Medal with 

Valor Device, 
Vietnam War

Edmond 
Mahseet- U.S. 
Marine Corps, 
Hand to Hand 
Combat with 
the Enemy, 

Vietnam War

Kenneth Her-
nasy (Middle 
of photo) U.S. 
Army, Bronze 

Star with 
Valor Device, 
Vietnam War

Meech Tahse-
quah- U.S. Air 
Force, Distin-
guished Flying 
Cross, WWI 

& Korean 
War

Edward Louis 
Clark- U.S. 

Marine Corps, 
Silver Star, 
USN/USMC 
Commenda-
tion Medal 
with Valor 

Device, WWII

Joseph Plata- 
U.S. Army, Air 

Medal with 
Valor Device, 
Vietnam War

Edwin Chap-
pabitty-U.S. 

Army, Bronze 
Star with 

Valor Device 
and Oak Leaf 
Cluster, Army 
Commenda-
tion Medal 

with Valor De-
vice, Vietnam 

War

Lee Toquoth-
ty-U.S. Army, 

Silver Star, 
Korean War

45th Annual Veterans Day Celebration and Powwow
2 p.m. to 10 p.m. Friday Nov. 11, 2022

Comanche Nation Watchetaker Hall
Honoring our Numu Pukutsi’s Veterans from the Past to the Present

LIVING NUMU PUKUTSI DECEASED NUMU PUKUTSI

Richard 
Tiddark-Or-

tiz- U.S. Army, 
Bronze Star 

with Valor De-
vice, Vietnam 

War
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Milestones

“Nayanohitekwa-
ru“ 

(One who tells 
jokes) 

Send your funny stories 
to: pio@comanchenation.
com by the 15th of each 
month, and receive a ‘Ura” 
gift from the Comanche 
Nation Public Information 
Office! 

Happy Belated Birthday 

September 3 - Julian Solis
September 10 - Georgetta 
Campbell
September 26 - Naima Aitson

Happy Birthday 

October - Ariyah
October - Stephanie
October - Alesha King
October - Melinda Herrera
October - John Herrera
October - Jedidiah Halsey
October 4 - Wendy Ototivo 
“Happy Birthday from All your 
family & sister Christal”
October 4 - Terry Gomez 
“Happy 63rd Birthday!”
October 4 - Austyn Jolie 
Smith
October 6 - Llori Hemi-
nokeky-Goombi “Happy 
Birthday Llori! We love you 
from all your family!! 
October 6 - Harry Anthony 
Nauni
October 6 - Justine Kerchee
October 7 - Shannon Gorbet
October 12 - Jolene Schon-
chin
October 18 - Kiyou William 
Kerchee
October 18 - Christian Solis
October 21 - Alexis “Paige” 
Owens
October 23 - Tashina Ototivo 
“Happy Birthday from All your 
family. We are proud of YOU”
October 25 - Tiffany Akoneto 
Allen
October 26 - Travis Codynah
October 29 - Aleesia Wah-
hahrockah
October 29 - Scarlett Cody-
nah

Happy 12th Birthday
Alexis “Paige” Owens

October 21
~We love you! Daddy, Momma, and 

CC

Happy Birthday
Kiyou William Kerchee

October 18

The Comanche Nation News
November Edition Deadline:

October 15
Email: 

stacey.heminokeky@comanchenation.com
Mail: 

Comanche Nation/PIO 
P.O. Box 908 

Lawton, OK 73501 
Contact: (580) 492-3385

Happy Birthday
Ariyah

~We love you. Love Dad, Steph, 
Baby Derek & Layla

Happy Birthday
Austyn Jolie Smith

October 4
~We love you, Mom & Dad!

Happy Belated Birthday
Julian Solis
September 3

Happy 16th Birthday
Melinda Herrera

October
~Happy 16th Birthday! We love you-

family”

Happy 25th Birthday
Alesha King

October
~Happy 25th Birthday! We love you 

- family”

Happy Birthday
Christian Solis

October 18

Happy Belated Birthday
Naima Aitson
September 26

Happy 50th Birthday
John Herrera

October
~Happy 50th Birthday! We love 

you-kids!

Happy Birthday
Stephanie

~Love Auntie Steph, Uncle Derek & 
Baby Derek

Happy Birthday
Jedidiah Halsey

October

Happy Birthday
Shannon Gorbet

October 7

Happy Birthday
Justine Kerchee

October 6

Happy Birthday
Scarlett Codynah

October 29
Love Kah-Ku!!

Happy Birthday
Travis Codynah

October 26
Love Mom!!!
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Obituaries

Continued on Page 14

 Edmund Joseph Hoyt, of 
Graham, Texas, 59, went to his heav-
enly home on August 19, with his 
loving family by his side.  He is a 
member of the Comanche Nation.  He 
was born in Keene, New Hampshire, 
on May 29, 1963, to Barbara Kay 
Atauvich and Ellis Victor Hoyt Sr.  
He was the youngest of four siblings.  
He was a kind uncle to all his nieces, 
nephews and to all who knew him.  
He attended Olney Public Schools in 
Olney, Texas.  He worked as a factory 
worker and in his spare time loved to 
work with his hands making all kinds 
of crafts.
 Viewing and visitation was 
held on August 26 and funeral service 
on August 27, both at the Comanche 
Nation Funeral Home at 2701 SW J 
Ave J, Lawton, Okla.,  73505.  Burial 
followed at the Cache KCA Ceme-
tery.  A meal followed at the Cahoma 
Building at 752 Quanah Rd, Cache, 
Okla.  Funeral services was officiated 
by Pastor Lloyd Heminokeky.  Floral 
arrangements was provided by Scotts 
House of Flowers.  Flowers would be 
gratefully accepted and may be sent 
to Comanche Nation Funeral home.
 He is survived by his nieces 
Monica Hoyt and husband Wayland 
McBride, Marci and husband Abel 
Bueno Jr., Rachel Logan and boy-
friend Shelby Smith, nephews John 
Hoyt and girlfriend Erica Moore, 
Ellis Hoyt III and wife Angie, Greg 
Reed and wife Ann, Heather Reed 
and Anisa McBride, aunts Eleanor 
McDaniel, Arlene Kemp, Jackie 
Atauvich, Arletta McKee, Karen 
Sue Samis, Liberty Brown and Anna 
Hutchins, uncles, Carl Atauvich, Al 
Atauvich and many great nieces, 
great nephews, cousins, relatives and 
friends. 
 He was preceded in death by 
his wife Regina Hoyt, daughter Van-
dy Kay Hoyt, mother Barbara Kay 
Atauvich Hoyt, father Ellis Victor 
Hoyt Sr., sisters Rosalie Reed, Chris-
tine Lefler and brother Ellis Victor 
Hoyt Jr., grandparents Rose Yoke-
suite, Lee Atauvich and Ruth Anna 
May, Edmund Joseph Hoyt.
 He is a descendant of the 
Massacre at Sand Creek, Colo. of 
1864.  He is a direct descendant of 
Arapaho Chief Little Raven, Coman-
che Chiefs Whitewolf, Iron Mountain 
and Wild Horse, Comanche Medicine 
Women Sanapia, Chappy Poafpybitty 
and Mary Poafpybitty.

Edmund Joseph Hoyt 

Courtesy Photo

 Hoyt 

Christy Ann Myers 

Courtesy Photo

Myers 

 It is with great sadness that 
the family of Christy Ann Myers an-
nounces her passing after a lengthy 
battle with cancer, on August 21,at 
the age of 69.
 Myers will be lovingly re-
membered by her mother, June My-
ers, brothers Jack (Liz) Myers and 
Alvin (Joetta) Myers. Christy will 

also be remembered by her nieces 
and nephews, Harmony (Toby) 
Munroe, Jackson (Suzanne) Myers, 
Ashley (Tim) Moriarty, and Derek 
(Kelley) Myers.  Myer’s great nieces, 
nephews and close friends will be re-
minded of Myer’s kind smile. Myers 
was preceded in death by her loving 
dad, Alvin “Jack” Myers Sr. and her 
many 4-legged friends.
 Myers was born January 15, 
1953, in Oklahoma City, Okla. In her 
youth, she was a champion roller skat-
er and could often be found at Comet 
skating rink.  She went to high school 
at Putnam City Original through her 
junior year, then went to Los Angeles 
for her senior year and received her 
diploma there.  After working in Los 
Angeles as manager of a Jeans West 
store, she moved back to Oklahoma 
and attended court reporting school, 
receiving an Associate Degree.  My-
ers was a Court Reporter in the Okla-
homa City metro starting her own 
business, Myers Reporting Service, 
in 1983.  She worked many high-
profile cases with the Grand Jury, and 
also contracted with DEQ, Medical 
Board, Nursing Board, Dental Board, 
Insurance Board, Attorney General’s 
Office, Comanche Nation, Bureau of 
Indian Affairs and many attorneys. 
Myers took great pride in her work 
and received many compliments on 
the quality of it from her clients.
 She loved music and would 
follow her brother’s bands as well 
as play the piano and write music of 
her own.  Myers also had a hobby of 
making jewelry and could be found 
frequently at the bead shop. She 
would often give away items she had 
made and even taught others, includ-
ing her nieces, how to make it.
 Dogs made Myers happy 
and she had many of them through-
out her lifetime. She would often 
rescue dogs off the street and treated 
them like they were her babies, there 
was nothing she wouldn’t do for her 
loyal companions, even feeding them 
Whataburger or McDonalds. My-
ers also cared dearly for her Mother 
June, and spent many hours checking 
on her, caring for her, and getting her 
anything she needed.
 Myers was proud of her 
Comanche heritage and would often 
tell you about her family history. We 
honor Myers not only by remember-
ing her, but acting as she would and 
treating others as she did. She also 
was always making others feel good 
and giving them a warm smile.  May 
we all remember to share kindness 
and love like Myers.
 A memorial service for My-
ers will take place at Portland Avenue 
Baptist Church on, August 26, with 
arrangements made by the Comanche 
Nation Funeral Home.

Martinel "Martin" 
Ray Banderas

Courtesy Photo

Banderas
 Martinel "Martin" Ray 
Banderas, 29, of Lawton Oklahoma, 
passed away on August 21. Banderas 
was born on November 20, 1992, to 
Victoria Banderas.
 Banderas graduated from 
Elgin High School. He worked as 
Security for Surestay Plus from April 
2016 until present. Banderas en-
joyed his job, and his coworkers be-
came like a second family. Banderas 
went on to have a large family, one 
daughter and four sons, with his wife 
Elizabeth Banderas. He was an avid 

fisherman and spent his free time 
with family and friends, gaming and 
preparing his regalia to start dancing 
again. 
 He was loved by everyone 
for his sense of humor, open honesty, 
and big heart. 
 He is survived by his wife 
of the home, Elizabeth Banderas; 
children, Jasmine Clanton, Grayson, 
Leighton, Jaxton, and Rhoen Ban-
deras; mother, Victoria and husband 
Andrew Koweno; father, Dominic 
Walker; brothers, Tai Kim and Ja-
vier Walker; grandparents, Mary 
Imotichey, Lesley Banderas, Ella 
Imotichey; aunts, Teala Molina and 
Richanda Banderas; uncles, David 
Banderas and Uriah Banderas and 
wife Neosha Banderas; and many 
more aunts, uncles, cousins, and 
friends.
 He was preceded in death by 
his grandfather, Richard Banderas; 
great grandparents, Opal and David 
Imotichey, and Chico and Martha 
Banderas, and uncle, Billy Ahhaitty.
 A Prayer Service was Au-
gust 25. Funeral Service was held 
August 26. Both services were held at 
the Comanche Nation Funeral Home 
with Ed Echiti officiating. Burial fol-
lowed at Deyo Cemetery under the 
direction of Comanche Nation Fu-
neral Home.

Vivian Verda 
Saupitty Gooday

Courtesy Photo

Gooday
 Vivian Verda Saupitty Goo-
day,92, went to be with her Lord and 
Savior Jesus Christ at her home with 
her loving family by her side. Goo-
day, was born January 6, 1930, in the 
Mt. Scott Community on the Eliza-
beth Chibitty allotment; to William 
Saupitty and Elizabeth Chibitty Sau-
pitty.
 Funeral service was August 
31, at Watchetaker Hall with Mike 
Keahbone officiating. Burial fol-
lowed at Highland Cemetery under 
the direction of Comanche Nation 
Funeral Home. Visitation was August 
30,  at the funeral home.
 Gooday is a descendent 
of Chief Mow-way of the Penatuka 
Nuu band of Comanche, her grand-
mother, Nahmee, was daughter to 
Chief Mow-way, who was married to 
Saupitty. She was a proud full blood 
member of the Comanche Nation of 
Oklahoma and life-long resident of 
the Mt. Scott Community. Her hob-
bies included attending hand games 
and pow-wows, playing solitaire and 
reading books.  She was very proud 
of her brothers who served overseas 
in World War II.  She graduated from 
Ft. Sill Indian School in 1947 and at-
tended the Kiowa Nursing Program 
and graduated from LPN Nursing 
School in 1949.  Mother worked at 
Comanche County Memorial Hospi-
tal and retired from the Lawton In-
dian Hospital in 1996.   
 She is survived by her chil-
dren, William Saupitty Sr. (Emily) 
of Apache; Harold Preston Hernasy 
Jr., Robert Gooday both of the home; 
Connie Rowlins of Huntsville, Ark.; 
Carol Mithlo (Rickie) of Cache; her 
grandchildren: Edward Saupitty, 
Daniel Saupitty Sr., William Saupitty 
Jr., Naivee Saupitty, Lauren Dalby, 
Derian Dalby, Karissa Dalby, Sydney 
Dalby, Jasmine Thompson, Jamai-
ca Leirl, Sayward Herring, Magan 
Emitt, Safira Schuster, Tezra Dea-
ton, Coy Whelchel, Corey Whelchel, 
Cody Whelchel; 33 great grandchil-
dren; six great-great grandchildren; 

many nieces and nephews; numer-
ous family and friends that loved her 
dearly.
 She is preceded in death by: 
mother, Elizabeth Chibitty Saupitty; 
father, William Saupitty; daughters 
Rose Marie Saupitty and Donna 
Emitt; brothers, Larry Saupitty, Ten-
nyson Saupitty, Floyd Saupitty, Car-
ney Saupitty Sr., Stanford Saupitty; 
sisters: Clara Saupitty Kaywaykla 
and Marie Saupitty Tonips; one 
grandson Ba’e’zronie Saupitty; one 
great grandchild; one great-great 
grandchild.

Greta Nevaquaya Logan

Courtesy Photo

Logan
 Greta Nevaquaya Logan, 
age 88, of Harrah, passed away at her 
residence early morning, August 29. 
 She entered this life on June 
3, 1934, in Apache to Lean and Victo-
ria (Weryacke) Nevaquaya. She was 
extremely proud to be a full-blood 
member of the Comanche Nation. 
 Logan graduated from Ft. 
Sill Indian School.  She married Ken-
neth Yackytooahnipah and from this 
union three of Logan’s beloved chil-
dren were born. Logan spent the next 
several years raising her young chil-
dren and working as a hairdresser. 
 On June 15, 1972, Logan 
was remarried to the person she 
would love for the remainder of her 
days, Melvin Charles “Choc” Logan, 
in Garden Grove, California. Logan 
was happy to spend her time at home 
as a homemaker, and as the central 
figure in the lives of her children. 
She had many hobbies and interests, 
included reading, working on her 
puzzle books, shopping, and singing 
behind the drum at powwows.  
 Logan was preceded in 
death by her husband, Melvin “Choc” 
Logan; parents; four brothers, Ed 
Waryacke, Bernard Nevaquaya, Mal-
colm Nevaquaya, Lean “Doc” Tate 
Nevaquaya; two sons, Melvin Logan, 
Jr., Calvin Logan; a daughter, Mela-
nie Wahpekeche; and a grandson, 
Charles “Neka” Logan. 
 Logan is survived by her 
children: Vanessa Logan of the home; 
Kennard Yackytooahnipah and wife 
Lisa, of California; Kimetha Adson 
and husband Herb, of Pawnee; Kelly 
Yackytooahnipah and wife Bobbi of 
California; Gene Logan and compan-
ion Cena, of Shawnee; and Melinda 
Hale and husband Julio “Mico'' Al-
varado, of California; her grandchil-
dren: Krystle, Candice, Nick,  Aaron 
and Hope, Amanda and Dustin, Rob-
ert, Lacey, Damon, Adrian, Tristan, 
Calvin, Darrell, Blair and  Steve, and 
Lauren; Logan also leaves behind 
her beloved great-grandchildren, of 
whom she was so proud: Benjamin 
and Brandon; Destiny, Carsyn and 
Rambo; Alayna and Jaci, and Ruby, 
Lucy and Thor. 
 A wake service was held 
on September 7. Funeral service was 
held on September 8. Both services 
was held at the Comanche Commu-
nity building in Apache. Burial fol-
lowed under the direction of Coman-
che Nation Funeral Home at West 
Cache Creek KCA Cemetery.

Michaela Mahsetky 
Gutierrez 

Courtesy Photo

Gutierrez 
 Michaela Mahsetky Gutier-
rez, age 63, of Lawton, Okla., passed 
on August 28. In Oklahoma City with 
her family by her side.
 Funeral Service was Sep-
tember 7, at the Voice of Truth Min-
istries at 614 SW Park with Pastor 
Albert DeLeon officiating.  Burial 
followed at Highland Cemetery un-
der the direction of Comanche Na-
tion Funeral Home. 
 Prayer Service was Septem-
ber 6, at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home.  
 Gutierrez, was born on 
March 31,1959, in Lawton to Mack 
Mahsetky and Madeline Poahway-
Spicer.
 Gutierrez, was a prayer war-
rior; she loved to read and write. She 
published a children's book named 
Jummy the Turtle and a CD called 
Dreams and Testimonies.
 She attended Ft. Sill Indian 
School. She was a graduate of the 
Comanche Nation Tribes first Nurs-
ing Program. She went on to work at 
Memorial Hospital Four West. She 
also worked at nursing homes car-
ing for the elderly. She had a good 
heart and had compassion for people. 
There were many times she and her 
sister, mother and aunt would sing at 
funerals to give other families peace 
for the loss of their loved ones.
 They would also pray for 
people in the hospitals as well as feed 
and pray for the homeless. She made 
sure to tell everyone to get ready be-
cause Jesus is coming soon.
 Survivors include:  spouse 
Michael Held, three children: Sum-
mer Mahsetky, Ariana Gutierrerz, 
Jeremy Sheard; three grandchil-
dren Alissa Red Elk, Tristan Red 
Elk, Kylie Red Elk and three great 
grandchildren Mason Bland, Celicia 
Nolasco-Red Elk, Elena Bland. Sib-
lings Cheryl Duran, Jackie Mahsetky, 
Vickie Moffett, Mack Mahsetky Jr., 
Donna Birch and aunt Geraldine Po-
ahway Hawkins. 
 She is preceded in death by: 
parents Mack Mahsetky and Mad-
eline Poahway-Spicer; grandparents 
Nestler Poahway and Jennie Gei-
mausaddle. sister Marilyn Mahset-
ky-Figueroa, brother; Patrick “NDN 
Pat” Mahsetky.

Galand Charles Miller 

Courtesy Photo

Miller
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 Galand Charles Miller, went 
to his heavenly home on September 
1, at his home with his loving family 
by his side.
 Funeral Service was Sep-
tember 9, at the Comanche Nation 
Funeral Home with Rev. Marvin Del-
aware officiating.  Burial followed at 
West Cache Creek KCA Cemetery 
west of Apache.  
 Miller was born in Lawton 
to Clifton and Alice (Pewo) Miller.  
In 1969 he married the love of his life 
Brenda Gayle Beartrack in Dallas. 
He was loved by many and enjoyed 
being a kid, he was a gifted singer 
and guitar player.  He built many 
tribal homes in our area. He loved 
playing with his nieces and nephews 
and he was the best story teller.
 He is survived by: two 
daughters Carrie Nell Miller of Dal-
las and Angel Rodriquez of Lawton; 
sons Erin Littlechief of Tahlequah; 
Charles Redford Miller of Hinton 
and Aaron Russell Miller of Hinton; 
14 grandchildren and seven great 
grandchildren; brother Dusty Miller 
and wife Sandy of Ft. Cobb and sis-
ter Jackie L. Miller of Norman, many 
loving cousins and other family 
members.
 He is preceded in death by: 
his parents, brothers Wesley Ever-
ett, John (Fleabait) Pewo, Robert J. 
Pewo, Redford Aaron Pewo; sisters 
Carrie “Dodie” Lowe, Juanita Sneed; 
grandparents Everett and Nellie Mill-
er, Wilbur and Carrie Pewo;  great 
grandmother; Maude Woosipity.

Polly Rose 
Conneywerdy 

Courtesy Photo

Conneywerdy
 Polly Rose Conneywerdy, 
went to her Heavenly home on Sep-
tember 7,  surrounded by her lov-
ing family and friends. Visitation 
was September 12, with an all-night 
wake service that followed. Funeral 
services was September 13, at Deyo 
Mission Baptist Church with Debbie 
Wilson officiating. Burial followed at 
Deyo Cemetery under the direction 
of Comanche Nation Funeral Home.
 Conneywerdy was born 
Sept. 16, 1984, in Lawton to David 
Conneywerdy and Anna Roubide-
aux. She was the oldest of David and 
Anna’s three children. She was an en-
rolled Comanche tribal member. She 
attended schools in Lawton and went 

to Riverside Indian School. 
 She enjoyed being around 
her friends, doing hair, and always 
making others feel beautiful. She 
had four beautiful children, Skyla 
and Joshua Bullock, Angel Bohay, 
and Enoch Littlehawk, as well as one 
granddaughter, Ameilia JewelAnne 
Fixico and one on the way. 
 Conneywerdy was a radiant 
light in a dark world, and she never 
knew a stranger. She would do any 
and everything to make people feel 
accepted and loved. She was a strong 
Comanche and Kiowa woman who 
lived her life every day to the fullest. 
 She is survived by her chil-
dren and granddaughter, sisters Davi-
aann Conneywerdy (Tommy), Sage 
Conneywerdy (Larry), and Mariah 
Turrieta (Greg), Teresa Dawn Sumka, 
Shawna Lynn Hawzipta, Janie Goo-
day (Nate), brothers Eli Humes and 
Shane Johnson of Mississippi, Uncle 
Kevin Conneywerdy (Cricket), Aunt 
Jaleeta Caddo, many more cousins, 
nieces, nephews, and extended fam-
ily, as well as numerous friends and 
acquaintances who were more like 
family. 
 She is preceded in death by 
her parents, David and Anna, grand-
parents Royce and Lavoice (Coffey) 
Satepauhoodle, Truman Conney-
werdy, Steve and Judy Littleman, 
Aunts, Cheryl Conneywerdy, Reitha 
Cozad, Brother- Jerry Lee Phillip 
Roubideaux, Jr.

Five Minutes
If I only had five minutes, the day you passed away,

I would have had time to tell you, all the things I needed 
to say.

I never got to tell you, how much you mean to me,
Or that you were the best, that anyone could be.

The last time I talked to you, I wish I would have known,
I would have said, I love you, and kept you on the phone.

I’d hold  on to you with real tight hugs, I wouldn’t want 
you to go,

I would tell you that I’ll miss you, more than you ever know.

Now God has called upon you, it’s time you get your wings,
To leave this life behind you 

and enjoy all heaven’s beautiful things.

So wait for me in heaven, don’t let me enter alone,
The day the angels come for me, 

Please be there to welcome me home.
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Federal Committee Hearing Casts 
Doubt on Castro vs. Huerta Ruling 

By Beck Connelley/ Gaylord News

WASHINGTON – A congressional subcommittee investigating the impact of a 
Supreme Court ruling that overturned decades of Native American law was told 
that the court ignored tribal sovereignty to reach its decision.  
 The ruling, which came in June, saw the court assert that both federal 
and state agencies held concurrent jurisdiction when it came to prosecuting non-
natives for crimes on native land. In Oklahoma, the 5-4 ruling modified the impact 
of the court’s landmark McGirt v. Oklahoma which has led to the affirmation of 
Indian Country reservations covering much of eastern part of the state while set-
ting new precedents in terms of criminal jurisdiction. 
 Five tribal leaders from across the country testifying before the House 
Subcommittee for Indigenous Peoples of the U.S. uniformly denounced the deci-
sion that impacts more than 500 tribes across the country. 
 “Castro-Huerta undermines tribal jurisdiction and sovereignty by creat-
ing a false narrative that native victims are best protected by the state, they are 
not,” said Jonodev Chaudhuri, ambassador for the Muscogee Creek Nation of 
Oklahoma. 
 Chaudhuri denied that the Castro-Huerta decision was needed to address 
the public safety crisis created by Mcgirt.
 “Any actual crisis was entirely manufactured by the individual county 
sheriffs, prosecutors, and others, who have not only refused to collaborate (with 
tribes), but actively used criminal cases, and most disgustingly, victims, as politi-
cal proxies to create the illusion of a crisis,” he said.
 But District Attorney Matthew J. Ballard of Oklahoma’s 12th district 
celebrated the Castro-Huerta ruling, comparing it to a “beacon of hope” for the 
native American victims that he represents. 
 He insisted the McGirt decision created chaos in Oklahoma with hun-
dreds of criminal cases in his three-county district in northeast Oklahoma being 
dismissed or thrown out. 
 ”Native American victims were bearing the brunt of the McGirt deci-
sion,” he said.
 Whitney Gravelle, President of Bay Mills Indian Community, high-
lighted that while the Castro-Huerta ruling is intended for criminal jurisdiction, 
it could bleed over into civil jurisdiction and have unforeseen consequences on 
standing federal laws.
 “(CVH) casts doubt on any federal law that exists including its applica-
tion in Indian Country. This may include permitting requirements and regulations, 
control of land, and natural resources.”
 Sara Hill, the Cherokee Nation attorney general, warned of the dangers 
rulings attacking tribal sovereignty like Castro-Huerta can create. 
 Hill specifically called on Governor Stitt to “come back to the table,” 
and “end his anti-tribal agenda.” Governor Stitt has long been a strong opponent 
of McGirt and celebrated the Castro-Huerta ruling calling it a “clear victory” for 
the “rule of law.”
 “It is my belief, founded as it must be in faith in our democracy and 
our justice system, that McGirt will not be the highwater mark but the Castro-
Huerta is certainly a retreat from the principle decision in McGirt,” Hill said. 
“That should give people who believe in tribal sovereignty and the rule of law 
some pause.”
 Carole Goldberg, a University of California School of Law professor, 
was very blunt in her testimony. 
 “I can say with quite emphasis that Castro-Huerta got the relevant law 
entirely wrong.” citing how the ruling was in direct conflict of Public Law 280 
which can give states jurisdiction in tribal territory only with the consent of the 
tribes.
 The Interior department told the committee that is still reviewing the 
effects of the Castro-Huerta ruling and plans to work with both tribal leaders and 
the justice department to outline guidance for tribes affected by the ruling. 
 Gaylord News is a reporting project of the University of Oklahoma Gay-
lord College of Journalism and Mass Communication. For additional stories by 
Gaylord News go to GaylordNews.net

Courtesy Photo

Ambassador Jonodev Chaudhuri provides his testimony during the hear-
ing. Gaylord News Photo/Beck Connelley
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Tribal Members Participate in the 100th Annual Gallup 
Intertribal Indian Ceremonial

Submitted by Dr. Cornel Pewewardy/Comanche Nation Vice Chairman

 After a two-year hiatus because of COVID-19, the Annual Gallup Intertribal Indian Ceremonial hosted their 
Ceremonial Centennial Celebration on Aug. 5-14, 2022 at Red Rock Park in Gallup, NM. 
 The Gallup Intertribal Indian Ceremonial was particularly proud to sponsor a week of beautiful Native heri-
tage, song and dance, and a witness a variety of natural beauty of tribal traditions and steeped in wisdom passed on 
through the ages. For nearly a century, the finest Native American artisans and musicians have come to Gallup, NM 
during the annual Ceremonial to meet and trade with other tribes and exchange cultural ideas from around the country. 
 The vast majority of Native American arts and crafts are local artisans from New Mexico and Arizona. How-
ever, tribes that have a rich history in the Southwest like the Comanche have participated in the Ceremonial for de-
cades. 
 For the fifth year, Dr. Cornel Pewewardy brought to the Ceremonial the Comanche Dance Troupe from Law-
ton, Okla. Their dance troupe performed a variety of Comanche dances in the afternoons at the Red Rock Park Am-
phitheater; Saturday morning Ceremonial parade in downtown Gallup; and evening traditional night dances at the Red 
Rock Park Main Arena.
 As the result of COVID-19, this year the Comanche Dance Troupe had a limited number of dances and sing-
ers. Those members able to perform were Dr. Cornel Pewewardy, LaNeal Pewewardy, Hashitomi Pewewardy, Paige 
Burgess, Max Tahhahwah, Mario Tenequer and Ron Two Feathers. 

Courtesy Photos

Left: Comanche Dance Troupe dancers and singers perform at the Au-
gust 13 Gallup Ceremonial. The members are, (not in order) Dr. Cornel 
Pewewardy, LaNeal Pewewardy, Hashitomi Pewewardy, Paige Burgess, 
Max Tahhahwah, Mario Tenequer and Ron Two Feathers. 
Top: Modesto, Arlene, Jolene, and Lynn Schonchin were invited to par-
ticipate in the August 6, Gallup Ceremonial, representing the Comanche 
Nation during the parade of nations Grand Entry.
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