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Comanche Nation 
Housing Authority: 

Putting Elders 
First

Submitted By Nora Sovo / Comanche 
Nation Housing Authority

 Showing respect and com-
passion for our elders is ingrained 
in our community and culture. Our 
elders comprise a generation that 
have endured a lifetime of experi-
ence resulting in valuable wisdom 
and knowledge. As the Housing Au-
thority  continues serving our tribal 
members and community our efforts 
are focused on ensuring elders have 
safe and functioning housing. 
 Two Comanche Nation 
Housing Authority (CNHA) pro-
grams, the Elder Rehab Program 
that offers elders up to $8,000 in as-
sistance for home repairs, renovation 
and rehabilitation and the Home Im-
provement Program that offers emer-
gency home repairs are in place to as-
sist. Tribal Secretary/Treasurer, John 
D. Wahnee along with the other Co-
manche Business Committee mem-
bers, recognized a need to reach out 
to elders in their homes, which led 
to the launch of our new Elder Out-
reach Program in late 2021. Since its 
inception, the Outreach Program has 
already reached a total of 250 Elders 
in our local communities. 
 “These programs demon-
strate our prioritization of elders and 
assisting them with information and 
access in the comfort of their own 
homes,” said Russell Sossamon, di-
rector of CNHA. “We are currently 
serving an average of 69 elders a 
month and have already noticed the 
positive impact the home repairs and 
upgrades have made on our elder’s 
living situations.” 
 The CNHA team members 
responsible for making the Elder 
Outreach Program possible are also 
Elders, which allows the team to 
form a strong connection and line of 
communication that ensures elders’ 
needs are being heard and addressed. 
 During the visitations, we 
are able to sit down in the comfort of 
our elders’ homes and have a genu-
ine conversation to identify not only 
which home issues they need assis-
tance with, but also address other 
general issues that may not be related 
to their home.   
 “The Elder Rehab Program 
has lifted a weight off my shoulders,” 
said an elder of Comanche Nation. “I 
have never felt as prioritized as I do 
with Housing. They have helped me 
repair issues around my house that I 
haven’t been able to do on my own, 
and now my house has never felt 
more like home.” 
 The Elder Rehab Program 
assists with a variety of repair and 
construction services that enhance 
habitability, including handicap ac-
cessibility services. To ensure every 
elder’s home is accessible through-
out, examples of improvements in-
clude wider doorways, wheelchair 
ramps, accessible showers, bathroom 
railing, handicap toilets and easy use 
plumbing fixtures. 
 Through this program, the 
CNHA team may also perform a se-
ries of upgrades, repairs and replace-
ments throughout an elder’s home to 
assist with meeting safe and livable 
standards. Examples of these services 
See, ELDER REHAB PROGRAM, Page 4
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Tribal elder, Elanor McDaniel, addressing the Comanche Business Committe (CBC), during the Annual Gen-
eral Council meeting held at Watchetaker Hall on April 16.

Tribal members, Debra Hendrix 
and Geneva Hadley, speak to the 
CBC, during the Annual Gener-
al Council meeting.

Tribal member and former tribal chairman, Mike Burgess, speaking to 
the CBC about some issues he thought was of importance in the tribe’s 
budget that was being brought to tribal council.

Annual Meeting Covers Nominations, 
FY 2023 Budget before Quorum is Lost

2022 Comanche Nation Princess, Michelle 
Nevaquaya, Initates Operation Tekwaniwapi

 The newly elected Coman-
che Nation Princess, Michelle Ne-
vaquaya, has initiated a project to 
send active duty Comanche citizens 
CARE packages. She has been gath-
ering information from tribal military 
families and organizing the items that 
will go into the CARE packages. She 
has named her project Operation Te-
kwaniwapi (warrior).
 “The idea began when my 
sister, Alyssa, left home for the Air 
Force. My family sent her letters ev-
ery week during her basic training,” 
explained Nevaquaya.  
 “We sent numerous care 
packages during her months in tech 
school to her deployment time in Jor-
dan. We would sometimes include 
sending her friends gifts as well. We 
always wanted Alyssa to know that 
we love her, we’re proud of her and 
support her. During the Christmas 
holiday, the Choctaw Nation Veterans 
Advocacy Dept. was seeking Choc-
taw active-duty members to receive 
a care package for Christmas. My 
siblings and I are of Choctaw descent 
through our late Grandma Charlotte, 
so we put Alyssa on the list. She 
was happy and surprised when she 
received it in Germany. It made us 
proud of our Choctaw people for do-
ing this.  I knew our grandma would 
have been proud too.” 
 “Some active-duty members 
do not receive anything from home, 

especially during the pandemic. It’s 
been over two years since my sister 
has been home. We can’t hug her or 
be present with her, so care packages 
are a way to give her something from 
home. I wanted to make this a goal 
to reach out to our Comanche ac-

tive duty because I am 
proud of them. We are 
the Lords of the Plains, 
a proud warrior Na-
tion, so I wanted to put 
my words into action 
and show my gratitude 
and love for them. This 
is the reason behind 
Operation Tekwaniwa-
pi,” she explained.
 Some of the 
items that will be in 
the CARE package 
include sunblock, sani-
tizer, socks, lip balm, 
lotion, and powder. 
Laundry necessities/
travel size. Snacks, in-
cluding chips, sunflow-
er seeds, nuts, cookies, 
beef jerky, non-melt-
ing candy and trail mix 
in packaging that isn’t 
easily crushed. Drink 
mixes in single-serving 
packets. Games, such 
as playing cards/poker 
chips, crosswords, or 
puzzle books.
 Eight families 
have responded to her 
project so far, and she 
hopes more Comanche 
military families will 
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2022 Comanche Nation Princess, 
Michelle Nevaquaya, far left, has 
initiated Operation Tekwaniwapi, 
to send CARE packages to ac-
tive duty Comanche military. She 
was inspired to create this project 
because her older brother, Aaron 
Nevaquaya, pictured in the center, 
and sister, Alyssa Nevaquaya, are 
both active duty military.

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

See OPERATION TE-
KWANIWAPI, Page 4

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is an over-
view of the April 16, Comanche Na-
tion Annual Meeting, and not the 
official minutes. To obtain a copy of 
the official minutes to the meeting, 
contact the Office of the Chairman/
CBC at (580) 492-3573. Watch the 
Annual meeting on the Comanche 
Nation website, comanchenation.
com 
 
By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff  
 Comanche Nation Chairman, 
Mark Woommavovah called the meet-
ing to order at 1:39 p.m. Comanche el-
der, Lloyd Heminokeky, did the invo-
cation. The Comanche Indian Veterans 
Association presented the colors.
 Comanche Business Com-
mittee (CBC) No. 2, Diana G. Doyebi 
made a motion to accept the meeting 
agenda. It is seconded by an unknown 
tribal member. The motion carries.
 Geneva Hadley makes a mo-
tion to amend the agenda, and is sec-
onded. The motion fails by hand vote. 

Nominations:
 Chairman Woommavovah 
opens the floor for nominations.
Being nominated for CBC No. 1:
• Hazel Tahsequah
• Ron Red Elk
• Leonard Parker
• Gene Sovo 
 A motion to cease nomina-
tions is made and seconded by a tribal 
member. The motion carries by hand 
vote.
 Being nominated for CBC 
No. 2:
• Ross Kahrahrah
• Diana G. Sovo
 A motion to cease nomina-
tions is made and seconded by tribal 
a member. The motion carries by hand 
vote.
 Being nominated for Tribal 
Administrator (TA):
• Julia Mantzke
• Francis Joseph Attocknie III
• William Owens
• Kenneth Lookingglass Jr.
• Debra Hendrix
 A motion to cease nomina-
tions is made and seconded by a tribal 

see, ANNUAL MEETING, page 4
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Indian Law & Gaming
 Practice Group

Oklahoma City • 405.235.7700

Tulsa • 918.592.9800

crowedunlevy.com

Dallas • 214.420.2163

Vote 
General Election 

May 14

Commitment, Service, Respect & Excellence
Crowe & Dunlevy provides strategic legal advice powered by the broad collective 
experience—including countless victories in litigation and negotiations of all kinds—of 
more than a hundred attorneys in Oklahoma City, Tulsa and Dallas.  

Our Indian Law & Gaming Practice Group represents not only tribal governments on matters 
relating to sovereignty and economic development, but also tribal agencies, corporations 
and other affiliated entities. We excel at analyzing the complex relationships between 
federal Indian law, tribal law and state law to help tribal clients make tough decisions and 
craft well-reasoned policy.

• Protected tribal lands on KCA Reservation by recovering  $2 million for Kiowa Comanche Apache 
Intertribal Land Use Committee in right of way and trespass negotiations in 2022

• Secured access for Comanche citizens to sacred resting ground of Comanche ancestors in the 
Indian Agency Cemetery on Fort Sill in complicated negotiation with U.S. Army

• Forced former Governor Mary Fallin and State of Oklahoma in federal court and arbitration to treat 
Comanche Nation equally in tobacco compacts, saving 12 Comanche licensed tobacco operations

• Won an injuction to restore $20 million in funding to Comanche government operations
• Provided strategic & timely advice to all components of Comanche Nation government regarding 

economic development and diversification, including through government contracting
• Enforced Comanche Nation’s sovereign immunity in litigation against a gaming company’s efforts 

to enforce a $38 million illegal contract

Prior Victories for the Comanche Nation During our Half-Decade Partnership:

*Represented Comanche Nation from 2012-2016

(Citizen Potawatomi) (Cherokee Nation)

Paid Advertisement
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Government

Comanche Nation
Officials
Chairman

Mark Woommavovah
Vice Chairman

Dr. Cornel Pewewardy
Secretary/Treasurer
John David Wahnee

Committeeman No. 1
Vacant

Committeeman No. 2
Diana Doyebi

Committeeman No. 3
Alice Kassanavoid

Committeeman No. 4
Robert Komahcheet

Tribal Administrator
Julia Mantzke

To contact officials:
Comanche Nation

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502

Toll Free: (877) 492-4988
Physical Address

584 Bingo Rd.
Lawton, OK 73505

THE COMANCHE NATION NEWS
Totsiyaa Mua (May)

Flower Month
 The award-winning Comanche 
Nation News, the official communication 
of the Comanche Nation, is available at 
no charge upon request. The deadline to 
submit information for the June edition is 
5 p.m., May 15. 
Contact:

The Comanche Nation News
P.O. Box 908

Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908
Telephone: (580) 492-3381
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: pio@comanchenation.com

PIO/TCNN Staff
• Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-

porter, Photographer- Email: Jolene.
Schonchin@comanchenation.com 
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382

• Paula Karty, Assist. Editor, Re-
porter, Photographer- Email: Paula.
Karty@comanchenation.com–Tele-
phone Number–(580)492-3383

• Stacey Heminokeky, Administrative 
Assistant- Email: Stacey.Hemi-
nokeky@comanchenation.com 
Telephone Number (580) 492-3385

• Heaven Williams, Reporter/Photog-
rapher - Email: Heaven.Williams@
comanchenation.com - Telephone 
(580) 492-3385

• News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

• Photographs will be copied and 
will become the property of TCNN. 
To return original photographs, send 
a self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

• The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. The Passings/
Obituaries are submitted by the 
Comanche Nation Funeral Home or 
by tribal members on a funeral home 
letterhead. The Milestones Page 
is for tribal members only. TCNN 
publishes all services conducted by 
The Comanche Nation Funeral Home 
without discretion. Obituaries are 
written for tribal members only.

• TCNN will print a Comanche orga-
nization’s annual event flyer once 
free of charge as a courtesy to our 
tribal organizations. The guidelines 
for flyer submission are: Pow-wow 
flyers have to be from an established 
Comanche organization. There has to 
be contact person and number on the 
organization’s annual flyer.

• We reserve the right to edit all 
material. Letters or articles that 
contain libelous information, slan-
der, or personal attacks will not be 
printed. Letters to the Editor must 
be signed with a legible name, and 
have an 800 word limit. The letters 
to the editor or articles contained 
in The Comanche Nation News does 
not reflect the views or opinions of 
the PIO staff.

Member of the Native American Journalist
Association since 2001

Member of the 
Society of

Professional
Journalists since 

2010

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

comanchenationpio

Story by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Graduation Message to our Comanche Nation Graduates:
 Graduation is a time of life that will never come back and 
there’s no better way to celebrate it with family and friends. You feel 
so proud of yourself for completing your studies because this is the 
day that all the hard work you have put in finally pays off. A new 
phase of life starts right after graduation, so, it can also be termed 
as the beginning of your SUCCESS. This is such a joyous and proud 
moment of celebration. You should enjoy every minute of this day 
because it is a day that pays off all your hard works. Remember 
this, “Your time is limited, so don't waste it living someone else's 
life. Don't let the noise of others' opinions drown out your own inner 
voice and most important, have the courage to follow your heart and 
intuition. Here’s my philosophy “find what you love to do and get 
someone to pay you to do it.”

A Prayer for Wisdom

“But if any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all 
generously and without reproach, and it will be given to him.” 

(James 1:5)

 Dear God, we ask that you help our Comanche Nation 
Graduates to walk in your wisdom and grace. We pray for spiri-
tual eyes and discernment in all things. Help them to be wise leaders 
and influencers in this generation, not conformed to the world, but 
transformed by your power. We ask that you would equip them with 
all that they need to make a difference for your purposes. Help them 
to live as salt and light in a dark world that so desperately needs 
to know your truth. We ask for your power to help them to walk 
continually in honesty and integrity. Build within them deep godli-
ness, that they would be more concerned about their character than 
their reputation. We pray that they would seek to bring honor to You 
throughout their lives, that they would have a vision and heart for 
the world. Extend their boundaries and give them incredible influ-
ence with people and nations. Make their hearts and spirits open 
to every plan and purpose you have for them, and to be willing to 
boldly go wherever You call. AMEN
We are Comanche Strong-Stronger Together, URA!

URA for all you do,
Chairman W-
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CHAIRMAN VIS-
ITS ALBUQUER-
QUE TRIBAL 
MEMBERS. Co-
manche Nation 
Chairman, Mark 
Wo o m m a v o v a h , 
traveled to Albu-
querque, N.M. on 
April  8 , and spent 
the afternoon with 
members of the 
Comanche  Na-
tion who live in the 
‘Land of Enchan-
ment’. Chairman Woomavovah listened to the concerns of the tribal members, answered questions, and 
visited with them individually. Comanche elder, LaDonna Harris, hosted the event at her home, and tribal 
members were pleased to spend the afternoon with Woommavovah.

 The Comanche Nation 
Chairman, Mark Woommavovah, 
called the meeting to order at 10 a.m. 
Secretary Treasurer, John Wahnee, 
conducted a roll call of the Coman-
che Business Committee (CBC). A 
quorum was established. CBC No. 2, 
Diana Doyebi, conducted an invoca-
tion.
 Vice Chairman, Dr. Pewe-
wardy, makes a motion to approve 
the March 5, CBC Meeting minutes. 
It is seconded by CBC No. 4, Rob-
ert Komahcheet. The motion carries 
5/0/0.

Resolutions
Resolution No. 47-2022- Enrollment 
Eligible Resolution List 1232  - CBC 
No. 3, Alice Kassanavoid, makes a 
motion to accept the resolution. It is 
seconded by Doyebi. The motion car-
ries 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 48-2022- Enrollment 
Ineligible Resolution List 1233- Does 
Not Meet Blood Quantum -  Doyebi 
makes a motion to accept the resolu-
tion. It is seconded by CBC No. 4, 
Robert Komahcheet. The motion car-
ries 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 49-2022- Enrollment 
Ineligible Resolution List 1234- No 
Allottee - Kassanavoid makes a mo-
tion to accept the resolution. It is sec-
onded by Dr. Pewewardy. The motion 
carries 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 50-2022- Enrollment 
Resolution List 1235 – Doyebi makes 
a motion to accept the resolution. It 
is seconded by Dr. Pewewardy. The 
motion carries 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 51-2022- Transpor-
tation FY22 Program Agreement -  
Wahnee makes a motion to accept the 
resolution. It is seconded by Komah-
cheet. The motion carries 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 52-2022- Transit Au-
thorization of ARP Funds to Upgrade 
Fuel System –  Kassanavoid stated 
she has some questions for the Tribal 
Administrator, Julia Mantzke, and 
makes a motion to table the resolu-
tion and discuss it in Executive Ses-
sion. Her motion is seconded by Dr. 
Pewewardy. The motion carries.
Resolution No. 53-2022- Transit 
Vehicle Replacement -  Kassanavoid 
makes a motion to accept the resolu-
tion. It is seconded by Dr. Pewewar-
dy. The motion carries 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 54-2022- Preven-
tion and Recovery SAMHSA Special 
Projects  - Tribal member, Donnie 
Ramos, voiced concerns about the 
Prevention and Recovery funding 
not reaching its full potential to help 
tribal members. Another tribal mem-
ber asked what kind of services will 
this grant fulfill.
 Chairman Woommavovah 
entertains a motion to table the reso-
lution until the Director of the pro-
gram can come to the CBC meeting 
to answer the questions being asked 
by tribal members. Kassanavoid 
makes a motion to table the resolu-
tion. It is seconded by Wahnee. The 
motion carries 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 55-2022- Higher 
Ed One Time Stipend Assistance 
-  Doyebi  makes a motion to accept 
the resolution. It is seconded by Kas-
sanavoid. The motion carries 5/0/0.
Resolution No. 56-2022- Rescind 
and Withdraw Secretarial Election – 
Tribal member Debra Hendrix asked 
if this resolution will take out Secre-
tarial Election in the Comanche Con-
stitution. TA Mantzke explained these 
were the amendments that came forth 
during the 2021 Annual Meeting, and 
there were typographical errors when 
they were sent to the BIA. In order 
for them to go forth, they have to be 
rescinded and corrected. If they are 
not corrected, they will move forward 
with the typographical errors in them. 

Former Chairman, Michael Burgess, 
explained he presented the next reso-
lution, and there were typographical 
errors, so the BIA is asking for a cor-
rection. He added they were passed 
at the tribal council meeting last year. 
The resolution is to change the recall 
ordinance. 
 Doyebi makes a motion to 
accept the resolution. It is seconded 
by Komahcheet. The motion carries 
5/0/0.
Resolution No. 57-2022- Burgess 
Constitutional Amendments - Doyebi 
makes a motion to accept the resolu-
tion. It is seconded by Wahnee. The 
motion carries 5/0/0.
 A discussion followed about 
the voting procedures and the Co-
manche Nation Constitution.
Resolution No. 58-2022- Parker 
Constitutional Amendments –   
 Doyebi makes a motion to 
accept the resolution. There was no 
second on the resolution.  The resolu-
tion fails.
 The director for the Preven-
tion and Recovery Program, Bonnie 
Lemon, is present at the meeting, and 
Resolution No. 54-2022 is brought 
back to the floor. 
 Tribal member Ramos 
voiced concerns about the struc-
ture of the Prevention and Recovery 
Program and how they are using the 
grant money to provide services to 
the tribal people. Lemon explained 
some of the funding sources have 
expired and released information 
was about what the programs have 
done over the course of three-years. 
She added it is broken down in their 
Annual Report, which will be avail-
able April 16, at the Annual General 
Council Meeting. 
 “We have added new pro-
grams and services for our adults and 
our youth, and families as a collec-
tive whole,” said Lemon.
 She added she has an em-
ployee staff of 32 who help service 
tribal members and maintain the 
grant regulations. 
 Kassanavoid, makes a mo-
tion to accept the resolution. It is sec-
onded by Doyebi. The motion carries 
5/0/0.
 A tribal member, takes the 
floor for new business about the Co-
manche Nation Assisted Living Cen-
ter. He has a resolution he will pres-
ent to the Annual Council Meeting, 
proposing to use the budget from the 
Edith Kassanavoid Center, put it in a 
program to where it could help more 
elders who want to live in an assisted 
living, nursing home facility, or home 
care. 
 Doyebi makes a motion to 
put the subject of the Assisted Living 
Center and the subject of the Coman-
che Constitution Convention on the 
April 16, General Council Agenda. 
Wahnee seconds the motion. The mo-
tion carries 5/0/0.
 Dr. Pewewardy thanked 
those who were present who are voic-
ing their concerns, ideas, and ques-
tions. 
 Tribal member Ron Burgess  
said they would like to see more in-
formation in the tribal newspaper 

and the directors of the programs and 
the CBC should be putting more in-
formation in the newspaper because 
a lot of tribal members are not on 
social media or have computers or 
smart phones. 
 Tribal member Harry Tahse-
quah said he would like to see more 
information about the casinos. 
 Kassanavoid motion to go 
into Executive Session. It was sec-
onded by Dr. Pewewardy. The mo-
tion carries at 12:20 p.m.
 Chairman entertained a mo-
tion to come out of Executive Ses-
sion. CBC No. 2, Diana Doyebi, and 
seconded by CBC No. 3, Alice Kas-
sanavoid. The motion carries 5/0/0.
 CBC No. 3, Kassanavoid, 
makes a motion to pass Resolution 
No. 52-2022 - Transit Authoriza-
tion of ARP Funder to Upgrade Fuel 
System. It is seconded by CBC No. 

2 Diana Doyebi. The motion carries 
5/0/0.
 CBC No. 2, Doyebi, makes 
a motion to pass Resolution No. 58-
2022 – Parker Constitutional Amend-
ments, with an amendment to correct 
a typo, and to add “secretarial elec-
tion” in the resolution, and to remove 
the second and third “be it further re-
solved.” A second was made by Vice 
Chairman Dr. Pewewardy. The mo-
tion carries 5/0/0.
 CBC No. 3, Kassanavoid, 
makes a motion to pass Resolution 
No. 59-22 – Enter into Agreement 
with Automated Election Services. 
A second was made by Doyebi. The 
motion carries 5/0/0.
 Doyebi makes a motion to 
adjourn the meeting. The motion was 
seconded by Dr. Pewewardy. The 
motion carries 5/0/0.

A Total of 13 Resolutions are 
Presented at the April CBC 

Monthly Meeting
Editor’s Note: This is an overview of 
the April 2, Comanche Business Com-
mittee Monthly Meeting, and not the 
official minutes. To obtain a copy of the 
official minutes, please contact the Of-
fice of the Chairman, (580) 492-3251. 
You can watch the meeting in its entire-
ty online at comanchenation.com.
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include storm shelters, windows, roofs, siding, kitchen and bathroom cabinets, 
interior and exterior doors, flooring, appliances and electrical and plumbing 
fixtures. 
 The Home Improvement Program assists with emergency repairs that 
present an immediate threat to life and limb or excessive damage to property. 
The emergency repairs include plumbing, heating and cooling, electrical and 
roofing. These repairs would be essential in the event of a gas leak, water line 
break, sewer backup, failed heat or air conditioning unit, or loss of electrical 
service. 
 To receive assistance, members can complete an application or reach 
out to the CNHA office via email or phone. Those who qualify will be con-
tacted by CNHA and receive home visitations if desired.
 These CNHA programs now serve seven counties in Southwest 
Oklahoma, including Caddo, Comanche, Cotton, Kiowa, Tillman, Stephens 
and Grady. For more information about the Elder Rehab and Home Improve-
ment Programs or to apply, visit www.comanchehousing.com.  Contact infor-
mation: Program Specialist Teta Thompson-Toho, tthompsontoho@coman-
chehousing.com, (580) 357-4956 extension 124.  Elder Outreach Assistants: 
LaNora Parker, lparker@comanchehousing.com, (580) 550-0594 and Debra 
Herrera, dherrera@comanchehousing.com, (580) 550-0561. 

ELDER REHAB PROGRAM
Continued from Page 1

Courtesy Photo
LaNora Parker, left, and Debra Herrera are the Comanche Nation Hous-
ing Authority Elder Outreach Assistants.

Comanche 
Entertainment 

Explains How to Spot 
Fake Social Media 

Accounts
By Ken Gooden/ General Manager, Co-
manche Nation Casino

 We’ve all been there. Some-
one we know, or we ourselves have 
been the victims of an online scam-
mer. Recently, Comanche Nation Ca-
sino has been impersonated on social 
media and while we can only report 
the fraud and wait for the account 
to be removed, it’s a good time to 
review how you can do your best to 
keep your information safe online.
 If it sounds too good to be 
true, it probably is. 
 If you follow a business on 
social media and receive a private 
message from an account that looks 
like that business, it may be a scam. 
How many legitimate businesses 
send you private messages? The only 
time I have is if I sent one first. Be-
ware-especially, if they say you’ve 
won money, need to verify your in-
formation or need you to re-submit 
your banking/credit card informa-
tion. Don’t Do It! 
 If it doesn’t sound normal, it 
probably isn’t.
 Personal accounts can be 
hacked too. I recently saw a friend’s 
account posting about how much 
cryptocurrency he had made online. 
It wasn’t an overtly fake post, but the 
language and topic were completely 
outside his usual posts. It turned out 
that his hacker had sent private mes-
sages to everyone who follows him, 
and with just a few people duped into 
responding, will have made thou-
sands of dollars before he gets the ac-
count closed.  
 Don’t follow people and ac-
counts you don’t know, most of us 
get periodic follow requests on all of 
our platforms. If you don’t know the 
person, don’t follow them back. Es-
pecially if they only have a handful 
of followers but are following lots of 
accounts. They are likely scammers.
 And the most important 
thing of all, 
 Don’t click on links sent to 
you on social media.  Not even if they 
offer you money. Pick up the phone 
and verify. 
 No entity at Comanche Na-
tion Entertainment will ever send 
you a private message with a link. 
It’s insecure and unsafe. If you think 
you have spotted a fake account, or 
received a message from one, please 
send it to CSRC@comanchemail.
com.
 We’re proud leaders, and of-
tentimes it is leaders that are targets 
for scammers. As we grow as a com-
pany and a Nation, there will be more 
and more of this happening. Be safe 
out there!

contact her.
 “I want to show our active 
duty that we care. As the Comanche 
Nation Princess, this is an honor and 
privilege to do this. I want to get 
more people involved to show sup-
port for our Comanche Warriors,” 
said Nevaquaya.
 She said her biggest obsta-
cle has been timing. Sending the care 
packages out before Armed Forces 
Day and getting the word out and a 
process of how she will carry out the 
project is all time-sensitive.  

 Nevaquaya has received 
support from the community to help 
her make Operation Tekwaniwapi a 
success. She said her Crow (Tribe) 
uncle, Heywood Bigday III,  for 
sharing this project and responding 
with a pledge of donations from vet-
erans in Montana. As well as Roxie 
Kerchee-Yazzie and Missy Chris-
mon, who are both former military 
wives, have helped organize this 
project. Nevaquaya appreciates them 
very much. 
 Nevaquaya said she will 
continue this project throughout her 
Comanche Nation Princess reign and 
hopes it will continue to grow after 
her reign is over. 
 “I appreciate everyone who 
donated and supported Operation 
Tekwaniwapi! Please continue to 
keep our military in good thoughts 
and prayers. Urakoki to our military 
for your sacrifice and service to our 
country. I am a proud military nami,” 
she said.
 She has set May 13, as the 
deadline to turn in names of active 
duty military so she can send the 
CARE packages by May 16. To put 
a family member on the list, please 
email cnprincess.michelle@gmail.
com

OPERATION TEKWANIWAPI
Continued from Page 1

Courtesy Photo

Alyssa Nevaquaya, who is cur-
rently serving in the Air Force, is 
Michelle’s older sister, and is the 
inspiration, along with her broth-
er, Aaron, to create Operation Te-
kwaniwapi.

member. The motion carries by hand 
vote.
 Debra Hendrix makes a mo-
tion to hire the TA and attorney at the 
meeting and not put it on the voting 
ballot. It is seconded by William Ow-
ens. She added the hiring of the two 
has been voted at the Annual meeting 
in the past and tribal members need to 
attend the meeting if they want to vote. 
The motion failed by hand vote.
 Being nominated for Attor-
ney at Law for the Comanche Nation:
• Dorsey and Whitney – Forrest 

Tahdooahnippah
• Crowe and Dunlevy – Michael 

McBride
• Rosette Law Firm
 A motion to cease nomina-
tions is made by Michael Burgess and 
seconded by a tribal member. The mo-
tion carries by hand vote.
 Michael Burgess asks the at-
torneys what their experience is with 
corporate economic entities law. Each 
attorney representative answers the 
question.

Proposed Budget
Tax Commission Contribution:

 Eleanor McDaniel makes a 
motion to increase the Bereavement 
line item budget to $350,000, and to 
increase the Burial Assistance line 
item to $10,000 per tribal member. 
The motion is seconded. The motion 
carries.
 LaNora Parker makes a mo-
tion to increase the Church Donation 

state, so there is a lot of opportunity 
for expansion. 
 The motion to increase the 
annual elder per capita payment to 
$2,000 failed by a vote of 83 ‘yes’ 
votes and 133 ‘no’ votes.
 Rhonda Williams suggests 
moving the annual elder payment into 
a special category, that will give them 
a second elder payments a year, and 
will not be considered a taxable elder 
per capita payment. She makes a mo-
tion to create a special second elder 
payment category in the 40 percent 
gaming contribution funds.  The mo-
tion is seconded. Discussion followed. 
Ron Burgess reminds the General 
Council that the budget is being built 
on projected money, not money in the 

bank. 
 The motion fails by a vote of 
51 ‘yes’ votes and 61 ‘no’ votes.
 Raquel Ramos suggest in-
cluding federal funding money each 
program has been awarded, along with 
the proposed fiscal year budget, so 
tribal voters can know the total amount 
of funds for the line item budget.
 Eddie Ahdosy make a mo-
tion to increase the higher education 
budget to $4,00 for undergraduates 
and $,5,000 for graduates. It is second-
ed by CBC Kassanavoid. The motion 
carries.
 A quorum was lost at 5:07 
p.m., while reviewing the Gaming 
Contribution Funds: Community and 
Education (25%).

ANNUAL MEETING
Continued fro Page 1

line item to $110,000 to the original 
Comanche Churches. It is seconded. 
The motion carries.
 After a short break for el-
ders, Secretary/Treasurer, John Da-
vid Wahnee explains that the voting 
of the line item budget increases will 
be put on the ballot to be voted on by 
all Comanche voters in a nationwide 
vote, and if it passes, then the CBC 
will make the changes to the budget. 
The proposed budget changes will not 
happen until it is voted on by all the 
eligible Comanche voters.
 CBC No. 3, Alice Kas-
sanavoid, said a Secretarial Election 
will take place in July for the items 
that were brought up at last year’s An-
nual Meeting.
 During the Gaming Con-
tribution Revenue Allocation Plan 
(RAP). Eleanor McDaniel makes a 
motion for the CBC to execute the 
60% RAP, that was passed at the An-
nual Meeting in 2010. A lengthy dis-
cussion followed about why the allo-
cation plan has not been completed. It 
was said by Burgess that the 20% that 
will be moved to the 60% RAP will 
have to made up by economic devel-
opment, and currently the tribe has no 
economic development that can make 
that feasible.
 “This CBC will do ev-
erything in our power to carry this 
through….we are looking at different 
ways of generating economic develop-
ment for our Nation,” said Wahnee.

 Wahnee said the Coman-
che tribe has the opportunity to buy a 
54,000 square foot building off of I-35 
that can be a potential economic de-
velopment site for the amount of $12 
million. He added it has the potential 
to double the tribe’s casino income, 
and he understands it has to be passed 
by the General Council first. 
 McDaniel’s motion was sec-
onded.  The Motion fails by a hand 
vote of 84-yes and 133 against.
 Sandra Toyekoyah makes a 
motion to increase the annual Elder 
Per Capita Payment to $2,000. It was 
seconded by Jarvis Poahway. Michael 
Burgess asks if it is approved, will it 
come out of the account of the tribal 
members who are 18 years and young-
er. He asked the General Council to 
consider that the tribe will be taking 
away from our younger generation by 
raising the elder per capita payment. 
 Mia Tahdooahnippah, CEO 
of Comanche Entertainment, took the 
floor to announce the up and com-
ing casino in Cache is scheduled to 
open in September, with 250 gaming 
machines. She said it is projecting to 
generate $3 million to $5 million an-
nually. 
 She added that in 2021, all of 
the Comanche casinos, in total, gener-
ated $74 million, which is the highest 
that has been made. She said there are 
50,000 gaming machines in the east-
ern part of the state and only 2,000 
machines in the western part of the 
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Child Support 
Program Court 
Announcements 

In the Comanche 
Nation Tribal Court:

• Anthony Pewewardy: CNC-
SP-15-103; Motion to Determine 
Support Arrears and Reduce to 
Judgment

 
In the Court of Indian Offenses
• Ronald Anderson: CIV-13-032; 

Application for Indirect Con-
tempt

• Donetta Minello: CIV-13-032; 
Application for Indirect Con-
tempt

• Rikki Ahhaitty: CIV-14-015; 
Application for Indirect Con-
tempt

• Kellea Kerchee: CIV-14-015; 
Application for Indirect Con-
tempt

 
 Under Title 3 of the Coman-
che Nation Child Support Codes Rule 
4 (E (3) allows for service by publi-
cation in instances where the location 
of the subject is unknown, or when 
the subject of service has been unable 
to be served by traditional means. 
The CNCSP is needing the above 
name(s) to be placed in our upcom-
ing Comanche Nation Newspaper. 
 
 Please take note that all  
COMANCHE NATION TRIBAL 
COURT CHILD SUPPORT HEAR-
INGS will be conducted in person.
  Please take note that all 
COURT OF INDIAN OFFENSES 
CHILD SUPPORT HEARINGS will 
be conducted by phone. 

Prevention and Recovery Promotes 
Powwow and Introduces Staff

 The Comanche Nation Pre-
vention and Recovery Department 
hosted their Easter Celebration on 
April 9. Over 500 people came to 
enjoy an egg hunt for all ages as well 
as an array of family activities com-
plete with face painting, balloon ani-
mals, and a photo booth. 
 Mark your calendars for 
their 2nd Annual Red Road Pow-
wow! It will be held on May 21-22, 
at the Comanche County Expo Cen-
ter, 920 SW Sheridan Rd. Lawton, 
Okla. Dinner will be served each 
evening.   
 Over the next few months, 
Comanche Nation Prevention and 
Recovery would like to highlight 
members of their staff and regularly 
update the community on the ac-
complishments of the program. It is 
important to them for their commu-
nity to know who their staff are and 
the passion they have for the work 
they do. This month they are going 
to feature two employees: Harlequin 
Ototivo and Gabriel Pelayo.
 Ototivo is a Project Direc-
tor of Comanche Nation Circles of 
Care/Indigenous Healing Project 
and the Project Coordinator of Co-
manche Nation IAMNDN. She is 
currently in her second year of grad-
uate school in Cameron University’s 
Licensed Professional Counselor 
program. 
 When asked about the work 
Ototivo does, she stated “I work 
with outstanding youth. I’m passion-
ate about breaking the cycle when it 
comes to generational trauma in our 
Native communities and bringing 
that awareness to our youth and their 
families. I want to guide our young 
Native people in the right direc-

tion so they can 
become future 
leaders of our 
Nation.” Ototivo 
likes to dream 
about ideas and 
projects for the 
community and 
how she can 
make them come 
true. She admits 
that balancing 
work and life is 
pretty difficult at 
times, but feels 
like she gets 
through the over-
whelming mo-
ments by stop-
ping and taking 
a deep breath and 
practicing a little 

station and KSWO, and manages a 
Facebook group called Intertribal 
Wellness. He also took the initiative 
to provide mp3 players of Comanche 
hymns to all of our residential clients 
by utilizing language tools provided 
by the Comanche Nation Language 
Program. These are just a few ways 
in which Pelayo is greatly impacting 
the community and  clients. 
 In an expression of grati-
tude, he says, “Above all, I am thank-
ful to God, Jesus, the Holy Spirit, and 
Peyote for making a way for me.”
 Through COIPP, Pelayo can 
provide NARCAN trainings and dis-
tribution. NARCAN is a nasal spray 
that can be used to help counteract 
the life-threatening effects of an opi-
oid overdose. 
 If you are interested in learn-
ing more about NARCAN or Medi-
cation Assisted Treatment (MAT), 
please call (580) 492-3614 or email 
at Gabriel.pelayo@comanchenation.
com.
 For more updates, PSA’s and 
other resources from the Comanche 
Nation Prevention & Recovery de-
partment, you can visit our Facebook 
page “Comanche Nation P&R” or 
follow @cn.prevention.recovery on 
Instagram and @uncivilizedsobriety 
on TikTok! In addition to IAMNDN, 
they also have a page dedicated to 
their youth prevention programs, Co-
manche Nation Native Spirit Project, 
and a community group Facebook 
page called Intertribal Wellness. 

bit of self-care.
 Ototivo acknowledged the 
work of tribal employees when she 
said, “I feel like tribal employees 
work so hard at everything that they 
do. They help people on a daily basis 
and they make the most of it. They 
all have big hearts and will never 
give up. I hope everyone sees that 
in the community, too.” Ototivo and 
officers from the IAMNDN youth 
council recently did an interview 
with Sarae Ticeahkie from KSWO to 
recruit Native youth into their coun-
cil and advocate being involved in 
the community. The youth council 
was created to help with alcohol and 
substance abuse prevention in young 
adults by using culture as a preven-
tion tool. Ototivo is the epitome of 
what this program stands for, as it 
was just a few years ago that she was 
an officer for IAMNDN. 
 If you have a Native youth 
that is between the ages of 14-24 that 
would like to join the youth council, 
you can call (580) 357-3449 or email 
harlequin.ototivo@comanchenation.
com. You can also find informa-
tion by searching Comanche Nation 
IAMNDN.
 Pelayo is the Project Direc-
tor of the Comanche Nation Commu-
nity Opioid Intervention Pilot Project 
(COIPP) and Operation Over Opi-
oids, also known as our MAT (Medi-
cation Assisted Treatment) Program. 
Some of his hobbies include writing 
music, playing instruments like the 
drums, guitar, bass, keyboard, and 
singing. He loves art and creativ-
ity. Pelayo participates in traditional 
ceremonies, such as meetings and 
sweats, and hosts a community sweat 
at the Native American Church every 
month. 
 When asked about why he 
has a passion for his what he does 
at Prevention & Recovery, he stated 
“My passion for what I do stems 
from a passion for Indian country, 
community, and youth. When I was 
in high school, I would volunteer 
to work with Osage Nation Suicide 
Prevention. I’ve gone to various con-
ferences over the years pertaining 
to youth. Working on opioid-based 
projects at CNPR, we target youth 
and adults in terms of prevention, 
awareness, education, treatment, re-
covery and everything in between.”
 He said he loves the cre-
ative side of his job and enjoys 
thinking of different ways to cap-
ture the attention of the community. 
He has created billboard designs, 
interviewed with the Breeze radio 
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Ototivo

Pelayo

Legal Aid Clinic for 
Tribal Members 

 Great Plains Legal Services 
will provide a Legal Aid Clinic for 
Comanche tribal members,  through-
out the month of May, at the Coman-
che Nation Tribal Courthouse, 584 
NW Bingo Rd.,Lawton. 
Dates:
• May 4 , 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
• May 11, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
• May 20, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
• May 25, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.

 For more information, call 
the Comanche Nation Tribal Court at 
(580) 492-3822.

Weekend Clinic Presents Social 
Security Information, 
Among Other Topics

 The Comanche Nation 
Tribal Court will have a Weekend 
Clinic, 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., May 28, at 
the Comanche Code Talker Meeting 
Room, Comanche Nation Complex, 
584 NW Bingo Rd., Lawton. The 
clinic is open to all members of the 
Comanche Nation. Social Security 
and clinic topics will be discussed:
• The basics of Social Security 

Disability and the difference be-
tween Supplimental Security In-
come (SSI) and Social Security 
Disablity Income (SSDI)

• How to apply and the appeal 
process.
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Environmental Recycling Department Adds Pickup Site

 This month has been a very busy month.  The Comanche Nation En-
vironmental (E.P.A.) Recycling Department dropped off over 5,500 pounds of 
Electronic Waste at After Tech in Oklahoma City, the Recycling Department 
continues to collect and bale waste.
 Most often baled is cardboard, as this has become the Recycling De-
partment’s number one recycled material.  The recyclable material is usually 
picked up at the department’s 13 local sites along with the customer drop off 
at the recycle bay.  The department is also still taking plastic, aluminum cans 
(No tin, i.e. soup can type) batteries, tires and electronic waste.  Drop offs are 
highly encouraged for Comanche Nation tribal members and the public.
 The E.P.A. Recycling Department has added the local VFW Post 
6253 for recycling pickups of plastic and aluminum.  The department is happy 
to assist the VFW with their recycling needs.
 It is everyone’s responsibility to accomplish a greener way of life 
here on Mother Earth and preserve it for generations to come.
 If any other business or departments would like to participate in the 
recycling program, contact Frankie Patterson:  email-Frankie.Patterson@co-
manchenation.com; phone: (580) 492-3754, or just stop the Comanche Nation 
Enivornmental Office. 

Recycling Fun Fact!
E-waste:  defined as electronics that are nearing the end of their useful life.  
E-waste is piling up at rates faster than ever before, yet the recycling rate for e-
waste is less than 20 percent globally, and in the U.S., it is less than 10 percent.

Courtesy Photos

Finished cardboard bale, tied and 
weighed.

Cardboard, plastic, aluminum and 
electronic waste in storage area.

Adult Education Short Term 
Training Student 

of the Month

Courtesy Photo

 Synaka Deschaine, lives 
in Carnegie, Oklahoma, and is in 
the process of being admitted to the 
Caddo Kiowa Technology Centers 
Practical Nursing Program. She is a 
certified Long-Term Nurses Aid, a 
Certified Advanced Medication Aid 
and a Phlebotomist. 
 Deschaine has shown per-
severance and determination to get 
where she wants to be professionally, 
and has a bright future in the field of 
nursing.
Higher Education Student of 

the Month
Kimberley DeJesus

Courtesy Photo

 Kimberly DeJesus, is the 
daughter of Valentin and Denise 
DeJesus. The granddaughter of Pen-
ny Monetathchi-Beaver and the late 
Ron Plumley Sr. Her great grandpar-
ents are the late Bertha Parker and 
Edgar Monetathchi. DeJesus married 
to Trey Bullock, and has two daugh-
ters are Mila and Mariah Bullock.
 Currently DeJesus work for 
the Alabama-Coushatta Tribe of Tex-
as as the Youth Program Director and 
the advisor for the Inner Voice Youth 
Council.
 DeJesus, graduated from the 
University of Oklahoma in 2020 with 
a Bachelor’s in Administrative Lead-
ership. Set to graduate with Master of 
Arts in Organizational Leadership in 
May of 2022.
 DeJesus’ future plans are to 
apply for a doctorate program here in 
the state of Texas.

Higher Education Student of 
the Month Nama Chibitty

Courtesy Photo

 Nama Chibitty getting is 
Master's in Library & Information 
Science (MLIS) through the Univer-
sity of Missouri - Columbia. Chibitty 
has been in the online program since 
August, 2018, set to graduate next
month with a GPA of 3.338. 
 Chibitty haa been working 
in the library field since August 2018 
and is doing very well as a Youth Ser-
vices Specialist at St. Louis County 
Library, where he put on programs 
for kids and teens. 
 Upon graduation, Chibitty 
will be promoted to Youth Librarian 
and can begin the next step of his li-
brary career.
 Chibitty graduated from 
Webster University in May, 2018, 
with a Bachelor's in English with an

Emphasis in Creative Writing. 
Chibitty was able to use those un-
dergrad skills throughout all of his 
graduate work. Chibitty’s undergrad 
was  financially supported by the Co-
manche Nation, for which he is for-
ever grateful.
 Chibitty’s parents, Marc and 
Kristen Chibitty, home schooled him 
through high school and instilled in 
him values that he still tries to uphold 
today. These values came from all of 
his grandparents of course; Chibitty 
would particularly like to thank Mar-
lene Ulloa, who passed away in 2014. 
She was a true matriarch and loved 
all of her grand kids deeply. 
 Chibitty’s Comanche name, 
Namawashucktah, is the Comanche
word for eight. Chibitty is his Me-
ma's 8th grandchild and he hopes he 
has made her proud through all these 
years of academic work.

Comanche Gifts and 
Souvenirs Now 

Available Online  
 Comanche Nation tribal 
members can now purchase t-shirts, 
blankets, and souvenirs over the in-
ternet.  
 The Comanche National 
Museum Gift Shop is offering online 
shopping through its Facebook page, 
“Comanche Nation Gifts.” Currently, 
a limited number of items are posted 
for sale; however, more will items be 
added in the future.  
 The Gift Shop is located in 
the Comanche National Museum at 
701 NW Ferris Avenue, in Lawton.  
The Museum’s hours of operation are 
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  The Gift Shop’s hours are 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and Saturday from 
10 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.  
 For more information, call 
the Gift Shop at (580) 595-4941.        

 Since 1990, New Pathways 
has been in operation for 32 years and 
reigns as one of the oldest programs 
provided by the Tribe. New Pathways 
has become “that vital link for many 
to get back into the community” and 
continues to be “the bridge between 
inpatient treatment and independent 
sober living”. 
 New Pathways was located 
at the Fort Sill Indian School from 
1990 until May, 2018.  The Tribe 
built a new halfway house west of 
the Law Enforcement building.  They 
are located at 8503 NW Maddische 
Road.  

Transportation Completes School Projects

 The Comanche Nation 
Transportation has projects in the 
works, as many of you know they 
have been helping with all the 
schools in the area. Comanche Na-
tion Transportation has completed 
seven schools: Elgin, Fletcher, Wal-
ters, Cement, Cyril, and Apache Pub-
lic Schools. They just completed the 
Chattanooga Public School to make 
it safer for all of the tribal children 
and the community as well. 
 At this time, they are in 
Indiahoma, Oklahoma, working on 
the Indiahoma Public School proj-
ect.  The Comanche Nation Trans-
portation is still working with all the 
schools in the areas, they serve to 
make it safer for all of the tribal chil-
dren and the community members as 
well. Some of the roadways are not 
safe for tribal children and the traffic 

 Low Income Household 
Water Assistance Program

(LIHWAP)
 The Comanche Nation 
received a federal grant from the 
American Rescue Plan Act 2021 and 
from the Consolidated Appropria-
tions Act 2021to administer a water 
assistance program. They also have 
federal funds available for Low-In-
come Household Energy Assistance 
Program (LIHEAP) to assist with 
your heating bill. 
 Many households within the 
tribal community are experiencing 
loss of income/wages due to the Co-
rona Virus Pandemic. This grant will 
help alleviate cost to households for 
water usage/sewer.
 You must reside within their 
Five county service area of the fol-
lowing counties: Comanche, Cotton, 
Kiowa, Caddo and Tilman Coun-
ties and meet the following income 
guidelines:
# in family       Annual        Monthly
1                     $19,320         $1,610
2                     $26,130         $2,178
3                     $32,940         $2,745
4                     $39,750         $3,313
5                     $46,560         $3,880
6                     $53,370         $4,448
7                     $60,180         $5,015
8                     $66,990         $5,583
 Applications are available 
at the Social Service office and the 
Elderly Center, or an application can 
be emailed to you. If you meet the in-
come guidelines for LIHEAP you are 
eligible for LIHWAP.
 Give them a call at (580) 
492-3358 if you have any questions.

New Pathways 
Halfway House

Maruawe!
   Greetings 2022 Numunuu 

Senior!
 Congratulations on your 
outstanding commitment and accom-
plishments! The Comanche Nation
Youth Program sincerely wants the 
best for you in the newest phase of 
your life. The best in your mind, 
body, and spirit; in your family con-
nections, friendships & bonds; and in 
your home and community endeav-
ors. The. Very. Best. Comanche Youth 
have a unique place in the world. You 
are a sacred being and prayers were 
said long ago for you. Prayers that the 
ground is gentle on your feet because 
of the love your people had for you 
and the places they knew you would 
go. Prayers for you to be adaptable 
and capable in what you choose to 
become in this world. You are part of 
a Nation and a sacred being to your 
people.
            Usuni! (Always!),

 Youth Program Staff
 All of the 2022 Comanche 
enrolled seniors have received gradu-
ation stoles from the Comanche Na-
tion Youth Program. Please contact 
our office at (580) 492-3288 if you 
have not received a graduation stole 
or a phone call from the Youth Pro-
gram. Ura! 

Youth Program Addresses 
Numunu Seniors

is bad in some of these areas.
 The Comanche Nation 
Transportation is still working with 
Red River Casino to resurface their 
parking lots so it will be safe for pa-
trons and the employees. 
 The Comanche Nation 
Transportation has been out checking 
the roadways that might need some 
work done and talking to the County 
Commissioners to explain and assist 
with roadway repairs. Comanche Na-
tion Transportation is making these 
roadways safer for tribal members 
and for the local community mem-
bers who travel the roadways in these 
areas. 
 The Comanche Nation De-
partment of Transportation`s Motto 
is: “Paving the way and providing a 
more safe and effective way of trav-
el.” 

HAPPY 
MOTHER’S DAY 

FROM 
THE 

COMANCHE 
NATION 

PIO/NEWS!

Courtesy Photo

Recovery Meetings
 New Pathways’ AA Group 
is called “Spirit Winds.”  Open 
Big Book meetings are held each 
Wednesday at 5:30 p.m.  The last 
Wednesday is an open Speaker meet-
ing, pot luck meal and monthly and 
annual sobriety chips are handed out 
to members. Bring your favorite dish 
or dessert and come join us for fel-
lowship, a meal and recovery.  
 New Pathways’ Wellbriety 
Group is called “Four Winds”.  The 
curriculum currently being taught is 
the Medicine Wheel and 12 Steps.  
Meetings are held each Monday at 
5:30 p.m.  Wellbriety chips are hand-
ed out to members on the last Mon-
day. Come and join our fellowship.
 For more information about 
New Pathways, please contact us at:
New Pathways Halfway House                               
Service Site:  8503 NW Maddische
P.O. Box 2752                                                                             
Phone:  (580)-492-3743
Lawton, OK  73502                                                                     
Phone:  (580)-492-3745
Fax:  (580) 492-3825

COMANCHE NATION 
EMERGENCY 

MANAGEMENT 
HOT LINE

(580) 492-3628
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 The Comanche Nation Elders Council had another wonderful meet-
ing on April 4, at Watchetaker Hall. 
 The meeting began at 10 a.m., with the Comanche Nation Vice Chair-
man, Dr. Cornel Pewewardy opening the meeting with a prayer.
 President, Sandra Toyekoyah, welcomed the elders and introduced 
speakers and the officers.  
  “We had the children from the Comanche Language Program singing, 
‘This is The Way’, and ‘The Number Song, explained Toyekoyah.” Then the 
children introduced themselves in Comanche.  The Elders were very pleased 
and happy to hear the children singing and introducing themselves in Coman-
che.  The children received a great ovation an also some lulu's.   Just a beautiful 
performance by the children.” 

Speakers
 Christopher Killsfirst, Commander, KCA Indian Veterans Organiza-
tion,  gave a brief presentation when the organization began in 2019, consist-
ing of Kiowas, Comanches and Apaches.  The group is working with Smith-
sonian about the organization.  He explained on March 29, the KCA hosted a 
National Vietnam Veterans powwow.  They had a great turnout by all veterans 
of all nationalities.   
 Russell Sossaman, Director of Comanche Nation Housing Authority 
presented topics on Housing Repairs, Tribal Housing Program, and Govt. Pro-
gram for the Elders.  This was very rewarding for a lot of Elders not familiar 
with these programs.
 There were door prizes and BINGO for every elder attending.   The 
Comanche Casino Catering Service cooked a wonderful meal and there was 
plenty for all.   The birthday cake for April was so good; there was none left.   
  “At this age we all have a sweet tooth.  We can't forget the vendors.  
They sold a lot of items an were pleased they could show an sell their mer-
chandise,” said Toyekoyah.
 The Elder’s Council invites Comanche elders age 62-years-old and 
older to the next Meeting tentatively scheduled for May 2.  

A Great Turnout at the Elder Council’s 
April Meeting

Courtesy Photo

Elders enjoy playing BINGO at the April 4, Elder Council’s Meeting 
held at Watchetaker Hall.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Students from the Comanche Nation Language Program entertains tribal 
members by singing various songs in the Comanche language during the 
April 4, Elder’s Council monthly meeting held at the Comanche Nation 
Complex.

Submitted by Sandra Toyekoyah/Comanche Nation Elder Council 

Student Services 
Announcements

 The new school is approach-
ing rather quickly, and it is time to 
get ready for the upcoming services 
in the Comanche Nation Student 
Services K-12 Program.  They have 
some awesome news to announce.  
This year, 2022/2023 school year, 
will include students in Pre-Kinder-
garten!  As well, the dollar amount 
will increase for Comanche Tribal 
enrolled high school senior purchas-
es!
 Applications will be avail-
able June 1,  via the program web-
page on comanchenation.com as well 
as in office and the Comanche Nation 
Outreach Offices in Anadarko, Dal-
las and Oklahoma City.  Parents and/
or guardians will need to complete 
the application, one application per 
household/family.  With the complet-
ed application the following docu-
ments are required to be submitted:  
Comanche Tribal enrollment docu-
ment, card or letter for each student; 
either a report card from the newly 
ending school year, award certificate, 
enrollment form or a letter from the 
student’s school.
 Please contact the Student 
Services K-12 Program Office at 
(580) 492-3280 for more informa-
tion.

Family Assistance 
Offers Parental Advise

 Society is constantly telling 
boys and young men not to express 
their emotions in order to preserve a 
view of what it is to be masculine—
strong, tough and stoic. The problem 
is, of course, that boys have the same 
emotions girls do, so telling them not 
to express them is not only unfair but 
futile. 
 In order to keep from look-
ing weak, boys and men can keep 
their feelings bottled up, and when 
they do come out, they’re sometimes 
expressed in negative ways. 

5 Things You Can Do as a Parent
 Widespread change will 
take a societal shift in how we view 
masculinity and how it’s portrayed 
in the media, but parents, teachers, 
coaches, youth worship leaders and 
other authority figures can make a 
difference on an individual level. 
Here’s how:
•    Ban “don’t cry” from your 
vocabulary. Instead, help boys find 
the words to describe what they’re 
feeling, whether it be sadness, em-
barrassment, fear, jealousy, anger, 
etc., and help them work through it 
without dismissing the emotion.
•    Be a role model. Teaching 
boys empathy isn’t just about what 
you tell them. It’s about what you 
show them. Tell your male friends 
how you feel, ask them how they’re 
coping with X, Y or Z, and be under-
standing. Boys will learn from ob-
serving how you treat others.
•    Be available. When a boy 
wants to talk about his feelings, stop 
and listen. He may not try again. 
•    Try a feelings chart. Young 
children are not equipped with the 
vocabulary to truly express all their 
emotions. A feelings chart, which 
allows them to point to a picture 
describing how they’re feeling, can 
help them learn and help you under-
stand what’s going on inside. 
•    Read together. There are 
plenty of children’s books on the 
market to help little ones learn about 
emotions, like Glad Monster, Sad 
Monster, which comes complete 
with expression masks to wear while 
you’re reading, and The Way I Feel, 
which explores a broad range of emo-
tions, including pride and thankful. 
When they get older, check out this 
list of “5 YA Novels About Dating 
Violence Teens and Parents
 For additional information 
contact Comanche Nation Women 
Shelter (580) 492-3590, Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

  The Vocational Rehabilita-
tion Program’s mission is to provide 

Vocational 
Rehabiliatation 

Program Explains Services

vocational rehabilitative services to 
American Indian adults with a dis-
ability. The goal for their clients is 
employment. The individual Plan 
for Employment, IPE, is developed 
by the client and counselor, based on 
the clients’ interests and  capabilities, 
and is specific to their job interest. 
The IPE is written and signed each 
year or amended as needed. They 
also assist with education when it is 
needed to reach their employment 
goal. There is no limit on how long it 
takes to reach their goal. 
 They are federally funded 
and open to all American Indians 
that are enrolled in a federally recog-
nized tribe and reside in the 9-county 
service area of Caddo, Comanche, 
Cotton, Grady, Jackson, Jefferson, 
Kiowa, Stephens, and Tillman. Ser-
vices include but are not limited to 
counseling and guidance, job search, 
assistive technology, transportation, 
education, school supplies, work 
clothes, work shoes, minor car re-
pairs, etc. 
 They also offer Transition 
Services to American Indian youth 
age 16 and older, who are attend-

ing school and have a disability. The 
Comanche Nation Vocational Reha-
bilitation Program help the clients 
to  prepare for life after high school. 
After they graduate from high school 
they are transferred to the adult side 
of Voc. Rehab. 
 Applications can be picked 
up, mailed, emailed, or faxed. They 
are located at the Dorothy Sunrise 
Lorentino Education Center, 1608 
SW 9th Street, Lawton, OK 73501. 
The application and required can be 
returned to them in the same manner. 
Required documents are tribal ID,  
Documentation of Disability (form is 
in the application, to be completed by 
your doctor), proof of income, proof 
of physical address, social security 
card, and an IEP for the transition 
program. 
 The Comanche Nation Vo-
cational Rehabilitation Program work 
closely with other tribal programs, 
tribal Voc Rehab programs, and State 
Department of Rehabilitation Ser-
vices to enhance success. For more 
information call (580) 492-3605, fax 
(580) 699-7241 or email voc-rehab@
comanchenation.com 

You Can Watch the 
Comanche 
Business 

Committee 
Meetings Live By 

Going to livestream.
com

DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Tax Return Preparation

Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 
for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.

  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   
REASONABLE PREP FEES

Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455
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CNB1901.COM/COMANCHENATIONAL BANK  TRUST &

DON’T WAIT TO 
CASH CHECKS!

Get Direct Deposit!

Not only can you sign up for direct deposit of your paychecks, government 
benefits, or tribal benefits, but also your annual per capita and elder’s 
payments. Set up Direct Deposit with any checking or savings account.

Are you a minor turning 18 soon?  You can also sign up for direct deposit to 
receive the distribution of your IGRA trust funds as well.   

Contact Comanche Nation Per Cap Assistance today at 877-585-4177
and request your direct deposit packet today.

OPEN YOUR ACCOUNT 
ONLINE TODAY!

GOOD
THRU

0000

E L IT E

GOOD
THRU

0000

COMANCHE ELITE CHECKING
Anywhere Banking Tools1

Online, Telephone, Mobile & Text Banking, Instant-issue Visa debit card & eStatements.

Early Pay1

Get access to your direct deposit a day early. 

Exclusive rewards with tons of benefits, all in one app.

Waive 3 CNB “Out of Network” ATM fees
We’ll cover 3 CNB service fees when using a foreign ATM.
(per statement cycle) 

0.25% Off Stated Interest Rates
Save more on auto loans with your Elite checking account.

Online Bill Pay1

Schedule, pay and manage all your bills in one location.
Like your local water bill!

Scan Here To Open a 
Comanche Nation Checking 

Account Online!

A $12.95 monthly account service charge will be charged if the average balance falls below $10,000 during the statement cycle. 
Must present a valid tribal ID at account opening to qualify for a Comanche Pride Checking & Elite Comanche Pride Checking Account. 
1. Activated by enrollment. See Consumer Disclosure booklet for terms,conidtions and any associated service fees.

More Than Banking, It’s Family! 
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Comanche Nation Crowns New Princesses for 2022
Photos by Paula Karty/News Staff

Newly elected Comanche Nation Princess, Michelle Nevaquaya and newly elect-
ed Comanche Nation Jr., Princess, Bluesky Tossee, eager to begin their regin as 
Good Will Ambassedors for the Comanche Nation.

Outgoing Comanche Nation Prin-
cess, Rita Monoessy, pins a banner 
on the newly elected Comanche Na-
tion Princess, Michelle Nevaquaya.  
Nevaquaya was crowned at the Co-
manche Nation 2022 Annual Gen-
eral Council meeting on April 16, 
at Watchetaker Hall.

Outgoing Comanche Nation Jr., 
Princess, Angelina Stienmyer, 
pins a banner on the newly elect-
ed Comanche Nation Jr., Prin-
cess, Bluesky Tossee.  Tossee was 
crowned at the Comanche Na-
tion 2022 Annual General Council 
meeting on April 16, at Watchetak-
er Hall.

Members of the Comanche Nation Princess Sorority address the April 17, Powwow crowd, telling their name 
and the year they served as Comanche Nation Princess.

Comanche Nation Princess, Mi-
chelle Nevaquaya, and Comanche 
Nation Jr., Princess, Bluesky Tos-
see, being honored at a Honor Pow-
wow at Watchetaker Hall.

Newly elected Comanche Nation 
Princess, Michelle Nevaquaya, and 
Comanche Nation Jr., Princess, 
Bluesky Tossee, dancing in their 
first official grand entry during 
their Honor Powwow, April 17, at 
the Comanche Complex.

Paid Advertisement
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The April 9, Prevention and Recovery’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt Proved to be a HOPPING Good Time

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff



Comanche Reformed Church
Comanche Hymn Singing

6 p.m. - 8 p.m.
2nd Tuesday of the Month

Everyone welcome!

A Bubbly Good Time at the Comanche 
Academy Charter School Fun Run and Luncheon

 The Comanche Academy Charter School PTA held a Fun Run the morning of April 9, at the former Ft. Sill 
Indian School, that included the participants running through a swarm of bubbles, which the children enjoyed.  
 On April 15, the PTA hosted a benefit luncheon  that honored Comanche elders with the goal of bringing the 
elders and the tribal youth together. Students introduced themselves in the Comanche language and did a presentation 
to the audience. 
 The Charter School PTA would like to thank everyone who had a part in organizing of the fun run event: 
Indians for Indians Radio Show, Indian Health Services Dental Department, Comanche Nation Language Department, 
and their sponsors. They are very thankful for all the support received. More importantly, they were very excited to 
host this event.

Courtesy Photos

AN EGG-STRAVAGANT EASTER EGG HUNT AT THE ASSISTANT LIVING CENTER. On April 13,  
the Edith Kassanavoid Nursing Home and the Comanche Academy Charter School hosted it’s annual 
Easter Egg hunt. The elders at the assisted living center enjoyed the Easter energy the children had while 
hunting Easter eggs and opening the prize eggs. Jennifer Williams, RN Administrator at the center, said
the elders  really enjoy having the little ones come out and visit them. Just watching them run and play and 
picking up the eggs. They look forward to it all year round. It’s an event they want to continue and that 
they cherish. TOP: A youth sings a Comanche hymn to the elders. LEFT: Anna Tahmahkera is bundled up 
while she watches the Easter Egg Hunt. RIGHT: Children were excited to find the prize egg and get their 
reward, presented by the residents of the assisted living center.

Photos by Heaven Williams  /News Staff
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Culinary Corner/ Fun Page

We want to see 
what you are 

cooking!
 Send a picture of 
any of the recipes you try on 
the “culinary corner” page, 
and it will be in an issue of 
TCNN, and TCNN will mail 
you a gift of thanks. Email 
your name, picture, and which 
recipe you used, to Heaven.
Williams@comanchenation.
com

Wild Rice Sauté With 
Sweet Potato

Ingredients
• 2 Tablespoons of olive 

oil 
• 1 medium yellow onion 

(diced)
• 8 cloves garlic (peeled)
• 2 cups of white mush-

rooms (sliced) 
• 2 cups brown cremini 

mushrooms (sliced)
• 1/2 cup dried tart cher-

ries or dried cranberries
• 1/2 cup cooked wild rice 
• salt and pepper to taste 
• 4 tablespoons fresh scal-

lions (finely sliced)
• Roasted sweet potatoes 
                 Directions
1. Cook the wild rice ac-

cording to the package 
directions. This will 
take about an hour. 

2. While the rice cooks, 
heat a small skillet 
over medium-high heat 
until hot. Add the garlic 
cloves and cook until 
they start to blacken. 
Toss and lightly blacken 
on all sides.Remove 
from heat and place into 
a small bowl to cool. 
Once the garlic cloves 
are cooled, finely chop 
them.

3. Heat a medium to large 
sized pan. Add the 
olive oil and add the 
onions and sauté for 2 
more minutes, stirring 
constantly to prevent 
burning.

4. Add the mushrooms and 
cook, stirring, for 4 to 6 
minutes. Add the dried 
cherries or cranberries 
and stir. Cook for anoth-
er few minutes and then 
add the corn kernels. 
Stir and cook for an 
addional  to 2 minutes. 
Add the cooked rice, 
salt, and pepper. Stir for 
2 minutes more, until 
completely hotFLOWER

totsiyaa

SUN
tabetoi

CLOUDS
naburu̠anu

GRASS
puhi taitʉ̠

Trace and Color the 
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People, Places & Things Happening
Frontier Girls State 

Delegates

 Girls State Delegates from 
Frontier High School were recently 
named. The Delegates are Jamie Mo-
lina and Laramie Kodesh. Jamie is 
the granddaughter of Dawn Buffalo-
head and the late Harley Buffalohead 
and the daughter of Tawnya Buffa-
lohead. Laramie is the daughter of 
Scott and Larissa Kodesh. 
 Molina’s activities include 
serving as the class of 2023 Presi-
dent, Student Council Vice-Presi-
dent, member of the National Honor 
Society, Frontier Intertribal Youth 
Council and Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes. Molina also plays basket-
ball, softball and runs cross-country 
track for the Lady Mustangs. She was 
recently selected as a member of the 
89ers All Conference 1st Team. Mo-
lia is listed on the Superintendent’s 
Honor Roll. 
 Kodesh is a member of FFA 
and serves as Secretary. She partici-
pates in cattle grading, meat judging, 
speech contests and shows cattle. She 
also serves as the Class 2023 Sec-
retary, member of the cheerleading 
squad and plays softball for the Lady 
Mustangs. 
 American Legion Auxiliary 
(ALA) Oklahoma Girls State is a pre-
mier program for young ladies across 
the State of Oklahoma. During this 
week long summer camp, delegates 
create and operate city, county and 
state governments, while developing 
leadership skills and an appreciation 
of their rights as citizens.
 ALA Oklahoma Girls State 
was first held in 1940 and has been 
conducted annually by the Ameri-
can Legion Auxiliary, except for the 
two years during World War II and I. 
2020 is when it was forced to cancel 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
 ALA Oklahoma State was 
the first in the nation to have it’s edu-
cational program accredited. Since 
it’s inception, more than 30,000 girls 
have received this valuable citizen-
ship training in Oklahoma. 
 The 2022 session of ALA 
Oklahoma Girls State will take place 
on the campus of the University of 
Central Oklahoma from May 29 to 
June 3, 2022. 
 Tonkawa American Legion 
Auxiliary sponsors the Frontier Girls. 
First Bank and Trust and the Ex-
change Bank have funded their camp 
fees. A big’ thank you’ to both banks 
for their generous support. 
 Molina is an enrolled mem-
ber of the Comanche Tribe of Okla-
homa.

Warning Signs that Someone 
Has Experienced Sexual 

Violence
 Sexual violence is a far too 
common thing throughout Native 
communities. According to the Na-
tional Resource Center on Domes-
tic Violence, Native Americans are 
2.5 times more likely to experience 
sexual violence in their lifetime. As 
we know, this may be even higher 
due to the lack of reporting com-
mon in Native communities. Sexual 
violence is any type of sexual activity 
done without consent. We often don't 
know when someone is struggling 
with something. Sexual violence is 
no exception.
 If you believe someone you 
know and love has experienced sex-
ual violence, here are some warning 
signs:
Pulling out of their favorite activities 
or hobbie.       

 The American Indian Col-
lege Fund Launches 200-Mile Cycle 
Challenge. 
 The event runs May 1 -May 
31, in Denver Colo. 
 For more information con-
tact: Dina Horwedel, director of 
public education, (303) 426-8900 or 
dhorwedel@collegefund.org.

Wichita Mountains 
Prevention Network 

 Graduation time is upon us. 
It is a momentous time for the many 
2022 graduates and celebrations are 
in order. Graduation festivities are an 
exciting time for teens and parents. 
It is a special time to remember and 
the beginning of a monumental new 
chapter. Keeping graduation celebra-
tions safe by choosing to be sober can 
help to prevent adverse events that 
could ruin celebrations. 
 “Electing to make healthy, 
good choices now will help now and, 
in the future,” says Dahlia Need, 
Community Based Prevention Ser-
vices Coordinator with the Wichita 
Mountains Prevention Network 
(WMPN). “Keeping teens informed 
and helping them prepare to consider 
dangers and consequences can help 
keep them safe.” 
 The Lawton Fort Sill Com-
munity Coalition (LFSCC) hopes to 
help with the Operation Graduation 
Campaign which aims to raise aware-
ness about the dangers of substance 
use. LFSCC members provide infor-
mation and education to members 
of the community. Members partner 
with Comanche county schools and 
law enforcement to help spread the 
message, “talk to your teens about 
celebrating safe & sober.” 
Help your teens remember:
•  Never drink and drive
•  Don’t ever get into a car with some-
one who has been drinking.
•  Don’t be afraid to call a parent or a 
trusted adult if they need help
•  Make sure they watch out for their 
friends and don’t be afraid to help if 
they find themselves in a sticky situ-
ation
 The Lawton Fort Sill Com-
munity Coalition (LFSCC) is a com-
munity member partnership with a 
mission to empower the community 
to develop healthy, responsible, and 
involved individuals in Comanche 

 Helpline Honors  
Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Relatives

 As a helpline dedicated to 
serving Native Americans and Alaska 
Natives impacted by domestic, dating 
and sexual violence, StrongHearts 
Native Helpline honors our relatives 
and communities impacted by Miss-
ing and Murdered Indigenous Rela-
tives (MMIR) and those working to 
end this crisis.
 StrongHearts understands 
the issues of MMIR are related to 
domestic, dating and sexual violence. 
We know that missing and murdered 
victims can be children, elders, Two-
Spirit, men and those with disabili-
ties. This crisis affects all of our rela-
tives. 
 Research shows that women 
are more likely to be killed by an in-
timate partner (husband, boyfriend, 
same-sex partner, or ex) than by any-
one else. Over 84 percent of Native 
women have experienced violence 
in their lifetime. Nationally, across 
all racial and ethnic groups, approxi-
mately two out of five female mur-
der victims are killed by an intimate 
partner. Homicide is a leading cause 
of death for American Indian and 
Alaska Native women. Many killings 
linked to domestic violence occur 
right after recent breakups or during 
separations. Leaving an abusive rela-
tionship is the most dangerous time 
for a victim of domestic violence.
According to the Centers for Disease 
Control, Native peoples also face be-
ing killed by strangers. For Native 
male victims, 12.3 percent of the 
time, the suspect is a person known 
to the victim but the exact nature of 
the relationship was unclear. For Na-
tive female victims, 7.9 percent of the 
time, the suspect was or is a person 
known to the victim but the exact na-
ture of the relationship was unclear.
 Complicated legal systems, 
jurisdictional confusion, and lack 
of resources continue to leave many 
Native victims of violence and their 
families without support or justice. 
Whether the violence is coming from 
inside the home, or from strangers 
living near tribal communities or 
in urban centers, meaningful action 
must be taken to prevent more of our 
relatives from going missing or being 
murdered. Our relatives deserve jus-
tice.
 Each year, the MMIR is-
sue gets more visibility in the United 
States. An important milestone was 
reached on November 15, 2021 when 
President Joe Biden signed Executive 
Order 14053, aimed at improving 
public safety and criminal justice for 
Native Americans and addressing the 
crisis of missing and murdered Indig-
enous people. The Executive Order 
builds on work that was already in 
place under the Attorney General’s 
MMIP Initiative and Operation Lady 
Justice (established in November 
2019), and the tasks required by Sa-
vanna’s Act and the Not Invisible 
Act. Published in November 2021, 
“When a Loved One Goes Missing: 
Resources for Families of Missing 
American Indian and Alaska Native 
Adults” is an Operation Lady Justice 
guide that provides critical informa-
tion and resources to assist family 
members with the search for a miss-
ing adult loved one.
 When Native American and 
Alaska Native victims of intimate 
partner violence and sexual violence 
have access to cuturally-appropriate 
advocacy, they are less likely to end 
up in a situation where they mur-
dered. StrongHearts Native Helpline 

is a safe, anonymous and confidential 
helpline for Native Americans and 
Alaska Natives affected by domestic, 
dating and sexual violence. Strong-
Hearts advocates understand the 
unique barriers to safety and justice 
that Native peoples face. 
 Advocates are available 
24/7 by texting or calling 1-844-7NA-
TIVE (762-8483) or via online chat 
at strongheartshelpline.org. Advo-
cates can provide lifesaving tools and 
immediate support to enable survi-
vors to find safety and live lives free 
of abuse.

Hinch selected for ‘22-’23 
Presidents Leadership Class

                 Congratulations  to Pre-
sley Hinch of Apache Okla., on his 
selection for the ‘22-’23 Presidents 
Leadership Class, one of the highest 
honors for incoming freshmen at the 
University of Oklahoma. 
 Out of 10,000 applicants, he 
was one of 125 students accepted.
 Keep up the great work. 

Martinez Takes First in 
Debate at Annual Oklahoma 

State Forensics 

  Sacred Martinez is a Biolo-
gy Junior at Cameron University. Her 
family members are:  grandparents, 
Theresa Ann Martinez and Ramon 
Martinez- Perez, her father is, Loyed 
Martinez. 
 This past March the Cam-
eron University Speech and Debate 
team competed in the Oklahoma 
State Forensics tournament, which 
consisted of teams from colleges 
across the state and even some out of 
state. Their team of four took a total 
of 28 events, including debate. They 
won teams overall sweepstakes, as 
well as the debate sweeps and the 
pentathlon award. In debate prelimi-
naries she had a 4-0 score, and then 
won her last round in out rounds 
earning first place in Individual Par-
liamentary Debate”.

College Fund’s Facebook 
Cycle Challenge 

MMIWR Save the Date: 
May 12, 9a.m.-5p.m. 

Courtesy Photo

 This virtual event will pro-
vide participants an understanding of 
gender-based violence and MMIWR, 
illustrate the connection of DV/IPV/
SV to the crisis, and how advocated/
providers can recognize how they can 
utilize their advocacy to help fight 
the MMIWR crisis. Gender-based 
violence are harmful acts commit-
ted against folks from varying gender 
identities- women/femme, trans, non-
binary, and two-spirit. 
“No More Stolen Relatives. Exam-
ining Gender-Based Violence and 
MMIWR.”
 Contact:  Jolene Holgate, 
(505) 243-9199, jholgate@csvanw.
org  info@csvanw.org

county. The LFSCC is grant funded 
by the Oklahoma Department of 
Mental Health and Substance Abuse 
Services, the Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administra-
tion, and the Center for Substance 
Abuse Prevention. For information 
about LFSCC activities, contact 
Community Based Prevention Ser-
vices Coordinator Dahlia Need at 
dneed@wmpn.org and visit the Law-
ton Fort Sill Community Coalition 
page on Facebook.

                      Your relative may be show-
ing little or no interest in their favor-
ite activities.

Small signs of loss of trust
 Your relative might stop 
trusting you or your family members 
with small or large things. 

Isolation
 You may notice that your 
loved one is absent or turning down 
more invitations. They may have 
secluded themselves in their homes 
or workplaces or finding reasons to 
spend more time alone or with very 
few people.

Signs of depression or energy 
fatigue

 Your relative may be start-
ing to show signs of depression. This 
can include changes in appetite and 
weight, conversations that include 
hopelessness or lack of outlook on 
life, and either uncontrollable emo-
tions or numbing of emotions.
Loss of interest in conversations or 

seeming spaced out
 Your relative might be ex-
perienc ing zone out or feelings of 
disconnection while in the middle of 
a conversation. This could look like 
slow responses to questions, looks 
of lost in thoughts or slower speech 
when talking.

Seeming to be uncomfortable 
when talking about sex or topics 

related to sex
 This can be a little hard to 
detect if you don't already know how 
comfortable someone is with talking 
about the topic of sex. But if you see 
a dramatic change in the comfortabil-
ity of one's expression and opinions 
of sex this could be a sign of sexual 
violence. 

If your partner has a change in 
interest in sex or being touched

 If you are concerned that 
your partner may have experienced 
sexual violence, one warning sign 
may be that they no longer show in-
terest in sex and pull away when you 
try to approach or touch them. The 
main component here is that they 
seem to have lost trust or interest in 
sexual touch, but not necessarily in 
your relationship. 
 While not every sexual as-
sault or rape leaves physical injuries, 
here are a few to look out for:
● Bruising
● Vaginal or anal bleeding
● Broken or dislocated bones
● Difficulty walking
 It can be difficult to talk 
with someone who has experienced 
something as traumatic as sexual vio-
lence. But as a relative, your support 
can mean a lot to a victim-survivor. 
StrongHearts Native Helpline is here 
to chat about ways that you can sup-
port a relative experiencing the ef-
fects of sexual violence. Call or text 
1-844-7NATIVE or chat here on 
strongheartshelpline.org, advocates 
are available 24/7 for free, safe and 
confidential support. 
 If you would like more in-
formation about how you can help 
someone in an unhealthy or abusive 
relationship visit our Help a Friend or 
Relative page.
Your body. Your sovereignty. Your de-
cision.
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About the American Indian 
College Fund

 The American Indian Col-
lege Fund has been the nation’s larg-
est charity supporting Native higher 
education for 32 years. The College 
Fund believes “Education is the an-
swer" and provided $15.5 million in 
scholarships and other direct student 
support to American Indian students 
in 2020-21. Since its founding in 
1989 the College Fund has provided 
more than $259 million in scholar-
ships, programmatic and commu-
nity support. The College Fund also 
supports a variety of academic and 
support programs at the nation’s 35 
accredited tribal colleges and uni-
versities, which are located on or 
near Indian reservations, ensuring 
students have the tools to graduate 
and succeed in their careers. The 
College Fund consistently receives 
top ratings from independent charity 
evaluators and is one of the nation’s 
top 100 charities named to the Better 
Business Bureau’s Wise Giving Al-
liance. For more information about 
the American Indian College Fund, 
please visit www.collegefund.org.



 Tribally-Owed Company 
Specializing in Premier 

Geospatial Solutions
 Tukuh Technologies, fo-
cused exclusively on geospatial tech-
nology, announced a new addressing 
service, known as next-generation 
e911, for its tribal clients. Utilizing 
an Esri partnership, Tukuh provides 
its customers with a global leader 
in geographic information systems 
(GIS) by employing Esri's ArcGIS 
Enterprise of products for each proj-
ect.
 Tukuh Technologies de-
ployed the technology for a Native 
American tribe located in Arizona 
that did not have an automated pub-
lic safety tracking response system. 
Local police and fire departments 
had resorted to using outdated and 
inaccurate paper maps to locate 
tribal members' residences during an 

Museum Recieves Grant for 
Native Language Collection 

 The Sam Noble Oklahoma 
Museum of Natural History has re-
ceived a $345,494 grant from the Na-
tional Endowment for the Humani-
ties for a three-year project to provide 
online access to the museum’s Native 
American Languages collection for 
the first time. This is the largest to-
tal NEH grant received by an indi-
vidual investigator at the University 
of Oklahoma and the second-largest 
collaborative NEH grant ever award-
ed to OU.
 “This is an incredibly impor-
tant step in the evolution of our col-
lection,” said Raina Heaton, Ph.D., 
assistant curator of Native American 
languages and assistant professor of 
Native American studies at the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma. “Access to 
materials, particularly for those In-
digenous people whose intellectual 
property this is, has always been a 
challenge for archives like ours that 
were originally designed around in-
person visitation. There are so many 
possibilities associated with sharing 
collections online; we are excited to 
be working with our partners to make 
digital access to the collections a re-

Congratulations to Baker for Placing First in High Jump 
Courtesy Photos

Tribal member, Amara 
Baker, a 6th grader at 
Eisenhower Middle 
School in Lawton, 
Okla.,  placed first in 
the high jump, clear-
ing 4’2”, and her 4 x 
400 relay team also 
placed first during the 
Elgin Track and Field 
meet on March 25. It 
was also announced 
recently that she made 
the Eisenhower Middle 
School cheer squad for 
the upcoming 2022-23 
school year. 

DeJesus Recieves Two Special Awards

Courtesy Photo

 Congratulations to Coman-
che Tribal member, Jodi Lynn DeJe-
sus, who is 17 years old and attends 
Lawton High School. DeJesus, re-
cieved a National Sojourners award 
and a Superior Cadet award along 
with a $100 check. Her family is so 
proud of her hard work towards her 
goals. 

ality.”
 Through this project, the 
open access collection materials cu-
rated by the museum will be made 
publicly available for browsing and 
download, free of charge, on a new 
website. It marks the next step for 
the collection, building on the work 
of a previous NEH grant that funded 
workshops with community and aca-
demic partners to create the frame-
work for a user-oriented interface to 
eliminate logistical problems in pro-
viding access to language materials, 
and strengthens relationships with 
Native community partners by enact-
ing respectful and open stewardship 
practices in the digital space. 
 Kimberly Marshall, Ph.D., 
assistant professor of anthropology 
and the faculty director of the OU 
Arts and Humanities Forum said, 
“the Native American Languages 
collection at the Sam Noble provides 
invaluable resources to researchers, 
educators, students, and to Tribal 
communities throughout Oklahoma.” 
The collection currently contains ap-
proximately 9,000 items representing 
nearly 1,300 languages. Examples of 
some of the types of materials that 
will be made available include manu-
scripts, maps, games, field notes, au-
dio and video recordings, correspon-
dence, ethnobiological field guides, 
education and teaching materials, 
descriptive materials, reference re-
sources, translations, transcriptions, 
memorabilia, and media productions 
in Native languages. 
 The Sam Noble Oklahoma 
Museum of Natural History is locat-
ed on the OU Norman campus at J. 
Willis Stovall Road and Chautauqua 
Avenue. For accommodations, call 
(405) 325-7977 or visit SamNobl-
eMuseum.ou.edu.

emergency, which directly impacted 
the safety of its residents. The next-
generation e911 system ensures an 
emergency phone call made to 911 
is correctly routed to the appropri-
ate public safety answering point 
(PSAP) and provides the correct lo-
cation information, ultimately help-
ing first responders locate the resi-
dent promptly.
 "Native American commu-
nities should never have to experience 
delays in emergency services caused 
by the first responders' inaccessibility 
to tribal members' addresses," stated 
Joel Hanson, Geospatial Program 
Manager for the Tepa Companies. 
"The next-generation e911 provides 
peace of mind to reservation resi-
dents during emergencies and the op-
portunity to improve their daily lives 
with the ability to receive essential 
mail and packages, such as medica-
tion or medical equipment."
 Tukuh's next-generation 
services help clients apply and pre-
serve updates to addressed proper-
ties, maintain existing and new road 
networks and provide a platform for 
continuous data integration. Features 
and benefits of next-generation e911 
capabilities include:
• Increased public safety dur-
ing emergencies
• Improved efficiency in re-
ceiving necessary packages, like 
medication)
• Enhanced disaster response 
times
 "An ArcGIS system has po-
tential beyond the purpose of next-
generation e911," said Hanson. "It 
can also provide decision-making 
tools for tribal representatives be-
cause the process develops complete 
and accurate datasets for use within 
the tribe's dispatch software and be-
yond."
 Next-generation address-
ing services are available now. Learn 
more by visiting tepa.com/address-
ing.

About the Tepa Companies 
 Tepa, LLC is a shared ser-
vices organization owned by the 
Paskenta Band of Nomlaki Indians 
of California. Tepa provides common 
leadership, administration and man-
agement for a group of individual 
certified small businesses, known as 
the Tepa Companies. With offices 
across the country, the Tepa Compa-
nies offer clients a diverse portfolio 
of construction, professional and in-
dustrial services. The Tepa Compa-
nies are located in California, Colo-
rado, Florida, Georgia, Missouri and 
Texas.

About Our Tribe 
 The Paskenta Band of Nom-
laki Indians is a federally recog-
nized Native American tribe based 
in Northern California. The tribe ac-
tively supports its members and com-
munity through diversified business 
holdings and contributions from its 
charitable foundation. In addition to 
the Tepa Companies, the tribe owns 
the Rolling Hills Casino, The Links 
at Rolling Hills golf course and an 
equestrian event center in Corning, 
California.

 Sophia M. Tiger, a member 
of the Comanche Nation of Okla-
homa and a descendant of the Stand-
ing Rock Sioux Tribe from Wakpala, 
South Dakota. Her Lakota name is 
(Iwankab Luta Win) (Red Above 
Woman). 
 Tiger earned a bachelor’s 
degree in Political Science with a 
minor in Native American Studies 
at the University of Oklahoma, and 
soon, she will be attending Columbia 
University Mailman School of Public 
Health to Pursue a Master a Public 
Health with a focus on Health Policy 
and Management. 
 Currently, Tiger works at the 
Kiowa Tribe COVID-19 Response 
Programs to address health dispari-
ties and to reverse the devastation of 
the pandemic. 
 Tiger plans to dedicate her 
life to public services to analyze 
policies and legislation that impacts 
American Indian/Alaska Native 
Tribes and communities with the 
objective to enhance healthcare re-
sources to Indian Health Services and 
Tribal health programs..

Native American 
Congressional Internship

 The national Society of 
High School Scholars (NSHSS)  an-
nounced student Paris D Henson 
from Yukon, Okla., has been selected 
to become a member of the esteemed 
organization. The Society recognizes 
top scholars who have demonstrated 
outstanding leadership, scholarship 
and community commitment. The 
announcement was made by NSHSS 
Co-founder and President James W. 
Lewis. 
 “On behalf of NSHSS and 
our co-founder Claes Nobel, a mem-
ber of the family that established the 
Nobel Prizes, I am honored to rec-
ognized the hard work, passion and 
commitment that Paris has demon-
strated to achieve this exceptional 
level of academic excellence,” said 
Lewis. “Paris is now a member of 
a unique community of scholars- a 
community that represents our very 
best hope for the future.” 
 “We are proud to provide 
lifetime membership to young schol-
ars to support their growth and de-
velopment,” stated Lewis. “We help 
student like Paris build on their aca-
demic success by connecting them 
with learning experience and re-
sources to help prepare them for col-
lege and meaningful careers.” 
 NSHSS members automati-
cally become lifetime members  at 
the time of their initial membership. 
Each stop along the way- from high 
school to college to career- NSHSS 
connects outstanding young scholars 
with the resources they need to de-
velop their strengths and pursue their 
passions. 

Local Student Henson  
Recognized for Superior 
Academic Achievement  

Courtesy Photo

DeJesus
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Military News
Submitted by Kevin Pohawpatchoko/CIVA

CIVA 15th Annual 
Armed Forces Day 

Banquet
 The Comanche Indian Vet-
erans Association (CIVA) will host 
their 15th Annual Armed Forces Day 
Banquet on May 21, starting at 12 
p.m., at the Hilton Garden Inn Ban-
quet Room in Lawton, Okla. The 
banquet is open to Comanche Vet-
erans, guests and the widows and a 
guest of Comanche Nation  veteran. 
The highlight for the banquet will 
include a meal, honors to Comanche 
Nation Veterans along with an As-
sociate Member. The carnation of 
incoming 2022-2023 CIVA Princess 
will conclude the banquet. 
 Comanche Nation Chair-
man, Retired Lt. Col. Mark Woom-
mavovah will be the Guest Speaker. 
He received his Commission as a 2nd 
Lt., in the U.S. Army from the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma ROTC Program. 
Chairman Woommavovah holds a BS 
in Criminal Justice and a master’s de-
gree in Public Administration from 
the University of Oklahoma and is a 
graduate from the U.S. Army Com-
mand and General Staff College at 
Fort Leavenworth, Kan.
 Arlene Schonchin will be 
crowned and become the 19th CIVA 
Princess. She is the daughter of Lynn 
and Jolene “JJ” Schonchin of Rich-
ard Spur, Elgin.  Schonchin attends 
Elgin Public Schools and is a mem-
ber of the Comanche Youth Dancers. 
Schonchin served the American In-
dian Catholic Outreach Princess.   

CIVA salute the 34 known 
Comanches that are current-
ly serving on active duty, in 
the Army and Air National 

Guard or Reserves.

Courtesy Photo

Garvin Cato
Marine Corps

Courtesy Photo

Anita Chebahtah Newman
Navy

Courtesy Photo

Shayne Chebahtah
Navy

Courtesy Photo

Kyle Chibitty
Navy

Courtesy Photo

Thomas Harris
Air Force Reserve

Courtesy Photo

Lisa Pocowatchit
Air Force

Courtesy Photo

William Lundy
Army Reserve

Courtesy Photo

Tahtziltoey Mithlo
Army

Courtesy Photo

Alyssa Nevaquaya
Air Force

Courtesy Photo

Jennifer Newbauer
Navy Reserve

Courtesy Photo

Lathan Palmer
Army

Courtesy Photo

Evashawn Poemoceah
Navy

Courtesy Photo

Joseph Tahsequah
Navy

Courtesy Photo

Robert Ruth
Air Force

Courtesy Photo

Glendal Yackeschi
Army National Guard

Courtesy Photo

Seth Yackeschi
Army National Guard

Courtesy Photo

Darlene Tate
Air Force Reserve

Courtesy Photo

Kent Tomah III
Army

Courtesy Photo

Erin Heminokeky
Coast Guard

Courtesy Photo

Jace Otipoby
Army

Courtesy Photo

Mariah Codopony
Army

Courtesy Photo

Paul Tate Jr.
Army National Guard

Courtesy Photo

Karli Wahkahquah
Army National Guard

Continued on Page 17
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Courtesy Photo

Austin Daly
Army

Courtesy Photo

Aaron Wermy
Air Force

Courtesy Photo

Tennyson Kerchee
Army

Courtesy Photo

Lawrence Yazzie
Army National Reserve

Courtesy Photo

Stefan Wahkinney
Army

Courtesy Photo

Alexander Akoneto
Army

Courtesy Photo

Cari R. Hess
OHANG

Courtesy Photo

Charles Eatmon
Army

Not pictured:
Dravin Johnson - Air Force
Harley Yackeschi - Army
Manuel Zavala - Army

CIVA  46th Annual 
Memorial Day 

Ceremony
 The Comanche Indian Vet-
erans Association (CIVA) will host 
their 46th Annual Memorial Day 
Ceremony at Watchetaker Hall and 
the CIVA Court of honor starting at 
11 a.m., on May 30.  
 CIVA Commander, Kevin 
Pohawpatchoko will serve as the 
Master of Ceremonies. The cere-
mony includes a Roll Call of the 13 
Comanches that were either killed in 
action, died of combat wounds, died 
in captivity or declared dead while 
missing in action. A roll call of Co-
manche Veterans that died while on 
active duty and Comanche Veterans 
that died during the past year will 
also be conducted. 
 A meal will be served after 
the ceremony which is open to the 
public. 

Remembering and Honoring 
our Veterans who served in 

the Vietnam War
 Vietnam was the longest 
war in American history and the 
most unpopular American war of the 
20th century. Many Americans, who 
were against the war, ask whether 
the American effort in Vietnam was 
a blunder. Vietnam veterans felt 
abandoned and were anguished by 
their very own condemnation of 
the war. No matter what was said, 
nearly 60,000 American Service 
Members were killed to protect the 
South Vietnamese from a totalitarian 
government. The average age of an 

American combat soldier was 19, as 
compared to 26 in WWII. 
 When our Vietnam Veter-
ans returned home from the Vietnam 
War, they never received a Hero’s 
welcome home, a hand shake or a pat 
on the back. Majority of veterans had 
a tough time readjusting to life in the 
U.S. after they completed their mili-
tary service. 
 No matter what was said 
about the Vietnam War, we in Indian 
Country remember those who proud-
ly served. As some younger genera-
tions do not remember the war, our 
Veterans have unseen scars as they 
continue to fight this war mentally 
and physically. We (Comanches) will 
continue to honor our Vietnam War 
Veterans as it is stated, “You will 
never be forgotten”.  
 This page is dedicated to 
Lanny Asepermy, a Vietnam War 
Veteran who spear headed and com-
piled historical documents on and for  
Comanche Nation Veterans. (Bravo 
Zulu) on a job well done Lanny.
 Two Comanche Marine 
Corps Veterans fought the enemy in 
hand to hand combat during the Viet-
nam War. They are: 
Ronald Mahsetky, Sgt., U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, 1965-1969
Edmond “Eddie” Mahseet, Cpl., 
U.S. Marine Corps, 1964-1968
 71 Comanches served dur-
ing the Vietnam War.  Here are only 
a few who either were drafted or vol-
unteered.
• Gerald Aitson, SGT, U.S. 

Army, 1969-75
• Lanny Asepermy, SGM, U.S. 

Army, 1966-90
• Thomas D. Atchavit, SGT, U.S. 

Marine Corps, 1970-74
• Clay “Coy” Bennett, FN, U.S. 

Navy, 1963-67
• Douglas M. Bennett, PFC, U.S. 

Army, 1962-66
• James Blackshear, SP4, U.S. 

Army, 1966-70
• Robert S. Bradley, CPL, U.S. 

Army, 1966-69
• Charles H. Burgess, SP4, U.S. 

Army, 1966-69
• Donald Burgess, SSGT, U.S. 

Air Force, 1970-90
• Jimmy R. Caddo, SH1, U.S. 

Navy, 1952-72
• Scott Cato, EM3, U.S. Navy, 

1965-68
• Cloyce V. Choney, CPT, U.S. 

Army, 1969-75
• Darrell W. Chrismon, CPL, 

U.S. Marine Corps, 1968-70
• Albert Clark Jr., MSGT, U.S. 

Air Force, 1951-72
• Wilbur G. Ellis, OKARNG, 

1953-55 U.S. Army, 1955-78
• Lonnie R. Torralba Hen-

derson, OKARNG, 1956-59 
MSGT, U.S. Air Force, 1959-86

• Charles R. Hernasy Jr., SP4, 
U.S. Army,1967-70

• Lawrence Kassavoid, SP4, 
U.S. Army, 1968-70

• Melvin Kerchee Jr., SP4, U.S. 
Army, 1968-69

• Donald Koassechony, ACES, 
U.S. Navy, 1961-86

• Rudolph S. Kosechequetah, 
SGM, U.S. Army, 1968-95

• Lonnie Komahcheet, SP4, U.S. 
Army, 1967-69

• Larry Laurenzana, SGT, U.S. 
Army, 1969-70

• Bobby L. LeBarre, SGT, U.S. 
Air Force, 1967-70

• Brown Yackeyonny Lightfoot, 
SGT, U.S. Army, 1968-70

• Kenneth Looking Glass, 
LCPL, U.S. Marine Corps, 
1966-68

• Lucien J. Looking Glass, SGT, 
U.S. Marine Corps, 1961-67

• Ludolph L. Lorentino, AMH3, 
U.S. Navy, Sept. 25, 1963-Sept. 
22, 1967

• Otto Mahsetky, PFC, U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, 1968-69

• Amos Makes Cry, SGT, U.S. 
Army, 1968-69

• Larry D. McClung, SP4, U.S. 
Army, 1968-71

• Joseph A. Mihecoby, SP4, U.S. 
Army, 1969-71

• William Joyce Mihecoby, 
HM2, U.S. Navy, 1948-68

• Belva L. Miller, SGT, U.S. Air 
Force, Dec. 18, 1969-Aug. 13, 
1973

• Eugene Mithlo, SP4, U.S. 
Army, 1966-68

• Michael Monatoboy, SGT, U.S. 
Army, 1966-69

• Bobby J. Nauni, TSGT, U.S. 
Air Force, Feb. 16, 1957-Feb. 
28, 1977

• Raymond Nauni Jr., SGT, U.S. 
Marine Corps, 1963-67

• Malcom Tate Nevaquaya Jr., 
SP4, U.S. Army

• John T. Oberly, SP5, U.S. 
Army, 1966-69

• Richard D. Ortiz, SGT, U.S. 
Army, Nov. 1, 1967-Nov. 20, 
1969

• Lawerence Paddyaker. PFC, 
U.S. Army, 1965-70

• James W. Parker, SN, U.S. 
Navy, Mar. 13, 1969-Feb. 6, 
1969

• Leland Parker, CPL, U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, 1967-70

• Rodrick Parker, PO3, U.S. 
Navy, 1966-70

• Ronald Parker, CPL, U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, 1967-70

• Steven Parker, SN, U.S. Navy, 
1965-69

• Scott Parton, PVT, U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, 1969-71

• Laverne Pennah, SSG, U.S. 
Army, 1952-67

• Richard M. Perez, SP4, U.S. 
Army, May 2, 1968-Apr. 6, 
1970

• Cecil Permansu, SP5, U.S. 
Army,

• Elton Ray Permansu, LCPL, 
U.S. Marine Corps, 1968-69

• Duane Pewo, CS3, U.S. Navy, 
1965-71

• Joseph Rivas Plata, SP5, U.S. 
Army, Aug. 21, 1967-Mar. 27, 
1970; Sep. 21, 1970-Dec. 29, 
1972

• Raymond Poco, SGT, U.S. 
Army, 1964-69

• Calvin Pohawpatchoko Sr., 
MSG, U.S. Army, 1946-65

• Ervin Red Elk Jr., OKARNG, 
1950-52; MSGT, U.S. Air 
Force, 1952-71

• Gene Red Elk, SP4, U.S. Army, 
1965-67

• George G. Red Elk, SGT, U.S. 
Army, 1967-73

• Robert Allen Red Elk, SP4, 
U.S. Army, Jan. 16, 1970-Aug. 
18, 1971

• William C. Red Elk., SP4, U.S. 
Army, 1969-70

• Philip K. Rogers Jr., LCPL, 
U.S. Marine Corps, 1967-69

• Richard E. Sapcutt, CPL, U.S. 
Marine Corps, 1963-66

• Wilbur G. Sapcut, TSGT, U.S. 
Air Force, 1964-84

• Randolph Seahmer, LCPL, 
U.S. Marine Corps, 1965-69

• Claude Tafoya, SP4, U.S. 
Army, 1968-72

• Carl Tahah, PO1, U.S. Navy, 
1950-82

• John C. Tahah, TSGT, U.S. Air 
Force, 1962-82

• Patterson D. Tahdooahnippah, 
A1C, U.S. Air Force, 1967-71

• Gordon B. Tahquechi, MAJ, 
U.S. Air Force, 1946-70

• Rodreick Takewahpoor, PFC, 
U.S. Army, 1966-68

• Clifford Takawana, PO2, U.S. 
Navy, 1968-72

• Jackie Tooahimpah Tate, SP4, 
U.S. Army, Apr. 8, 1965 

• Paul Tate Sr., SP4, U.S. Army, 
1966-68: TXARNG, 1975-79

• Malcom C. Taunah, LCPL, 
U.S. Marine Corps, 1969-71

• Roger V. Tehauno, SGT, U.S. 
Air Force, 1965-69

• Vernon Tehauno Jr., CPL, U.S. 
Marine Corps, 1970-72

• Johnny R. Tiddark, CPT, U.S. 
Army, 1964-69; USAR, 1970-
83

• Arza L. Tieyah, U.S. Army, 
1969-71

• Otto Tonips Jr., SGT, U.S. Ma-
rine Corps, 1968-70

• Clifford N. Quoyah, SSGT, 
U.S. Air Force, 1963-73

• Floyd A. Valdez, CPL, U.S. 
Marine Corps, 1969-71; RNK, 
U.S. Army, 1973-76

• Michael Waddle, 1LT, U.S. 
Army, 1966-69

• William Melvin Waddle, SGT, 
U.S. Army, 1966-69

• Frankie L. Wauahdooah, SP5, 
U.S. Army, 1969-71

• Billy F. Wermy, SP4, U.S. 
Army, 1970-71

• George W. Wermy, SP4, U.S. 
Army, 1969-70

• Raplh Wermy, SFC, U.S. 
Army, 1950-71

• Eldon D. Williams, GYSGT, 
U.S. Marine Corps, 1967-89

Courtesy Photo

Clark
Louis Clark March 9, 1934 - Janu-

ary 16, 2022 (87 years)
Retired Gunnery Sergeant
Marine Corps June 3, 1954 

September 30, 1974
 Funeral was on January 20, 
2022, at the White Family Funeral 
Home in Idabel, Okla. Place of inter-
ment not known.
 Honored by the CIVA dur-
ing the Armed Forces Day Banquet 
in 2013 (with brothers Benjamin and 
Mark and brothers Donald, Ronald 
and Teddy Burgess).
 Presented with a Quilt of 
Valor and Honor Certificate (with 
brothers Benjamin and Mark) after 
the Memorial Day Ceremony in 2019 
(Louis was unable to attend but one 
of his sons, Alan, accepted for him).
 Obituary on page 14 of the 
April edition of TCNN.

Malcom Tate Nevaquaya Jr.

Courtesy Photo

Nevaquaya
 A funeral detail was request-
ed by the Nevaquaya Family as the 
services was conducted at the Co-
manche Nation Community Center in 
Apache Oklahoma on April 6, 2022 
with burial at the West Cache Creek
KCA Cemetery also located near 
Apache, Oklahoma. 
 Nevaquaya was born on 
July 27, 1946, in Lawton Oklahoma 
to Malcolm Tate Nevaquaya Sr., and 
Velma Yellowfish Komah. He served 
in the U.S. Army for five years and 
nine months. 
 His awards include the Na-
tional Defense Medal, M-16 Mark-
man, Army Commendation Medal, 
Vietnam Service Medal, Meritorious 
Unit Commendation, Republic of 
Vietnam Campaign Medal with 1960 
Device.
 The detail consisted of Vet-
erans and Auxiliary members. The 
U.S., Comanche Nation, Oklahoma, 
U.S. Army and the CIVA flags were 
displayed in the auditorium. His mili-
tary bio was read, a roll call was con-
ducted as well as a final salute. At the 
West Cache Creek KCA Cemetery, 
honors were conducted by CIVA and
Auxiliary. 

Courtesy Photo

Comanche Nation Chairman, 
Mark Woommavovah, expressing 
his condolences to the Nevaquaya 
Family.

• Chadwick Winnerchy, CPL, 
U.S. Army, 1965-68

• Hector Yakceschi, SGT ,U.S. 
Army, 1969-70

• Edward E. Yates, SFC, U.S. 
Army, 1957-77

• William Yernipcut, DM3, U.S. 
Navy,

• Roderick Youngman, PO1, 
U.S. Navy, 1951-75

Continued from Page 16
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Milestones
Happy Belated Birthday 

March 30 - Ronald Chasenah 
Sr. Happy Birthday from your 
Chasenah family! Love you.
April 12 - Pete Coffey Jr. We 
love you Dad. From Rebecca, 
Petina, Roscoe, Christy and 
all your grandchildren. 
April 28 - Garrett Justice 
“From Dad, Mom and Aubrey
April 29 - Billy Fagan

**Happy 13th Birthday Emily 
Aviana May Whitewolf. From 
Mom, Dad Tai, brothers and 
sister. 

Happy Birthday 

May 1 - Fiamaua
May 2 - Trinity Pewewardy
May 18 - Edward Tahhah-
wah III
May 19 - Shana Tahhahwah-
Hall
May 28 - Bretta Komah-
cheet. From Rebecca, Christy, 
Roscoe, Petina, and all your 
grandchildren. We love you 
and Happy Birthday!

Happy Birthday
Trinity Pewewardy

May 2

The Comanche Nation News
June Edition Deadline:

May 15
Email: 

stacey.heminokeky@comanchenation.com
Mail: 

Comanche Nation/PIO 
P.O. Box 908 

Lawton, OK 73501 
Contact: (580) 492-3385

FATHER’S DAY - JUNE 19
WISH YOUR DAD, HUSBAND OR
RELATIVE A HAPPY FATHER’S 

DAY!

Happy 1st Birthday
Fiamaua

May 1
~We love our Samanche baby! Love, 

your family. 

Congratulations!
Shelby Lynn Thelen

and
Edmond Leroy Howell 

Happy 7th Birthday
Billy Fagan

April 29
~ Love your family.

Happy Birthday
Shana Tahhahwah-Hall

May 19

Happy Birthday
Edward Tahhahwah Jr.

May 18

Mary Rutledge
Happy Mother’s Day to a 
very special Mother who 
stands by me with all her 

heart
  ~Love Vicki

The following are calls that the department has ran from March 9 to April 10.  It gives the date, dispatch time, type of call, address with town, and any assisting agencies.  
 
• March 12 @ 4:30 p.m.: Grass Fire, 10501 NW Allison Road-Elgin (Wichita Mtn Est FD, Porter Hill FD, Medicine Park FD, 
• Paradise Valley FD, Meers FD, Fort Sill FD, Edgewater FD, Elgin FD, CCEM2) 
• March 13 @ 3:13 p.m.: Grass Fire, Allison Road and NW Meers-Porter Hill Road-Elgin (Wichita Mtn Est FD, Porter Hill FD, 
• Paradise Valley FD, Fletcher FD, Fort Sill FD, Medicine Park FD, Edgewater FD, Cyril FD, Apache FD, Lawton FD, Elgin FD, CCEM, Tribal PD, Apache EMS) 
• March 14 @ 4:50 p.m.: Smoke Investigation, NW Allison Road and NW Meers-Porter Hill Road-Elgin (Porter Hill FD, 
• Medicine Park FD, Wichita Mtn Est FD) 
• March 15 @ 2:27 p.m.: Grass Fire/Structure Fire, 12589 SW Devine Road-Geronimo (Geronimo FD, Flowermound FD, 
• Cox’s Store FD, Hulen FD, CCEM)  
• March 15 @ 4:50 p.m.:  Grass Fire, NW Allison Road and NW Meers-Porter Hill Road-Elgin (Porter Hill FD, CCEM) 
• March 16 @ 9:00 a.m.: Service Call, 8527 NW Madische Road-Lawton (LIH-OEH) 
• March 16 @ 12:13 p.m.: Smoke Investigation, NW Allison Road and NW Meers-Porter Hill Road-Elgin (Porter Hill FD) 
• March 16 @ 1:12 p.m.: Grass Fire, I44 Mile Marker 62-Fletcher (Fletcher FD, Elgin FD, Cyril FD, Cement FD, Sterling FD, OHP) 
• March 16 @ 2:35 p.m.: Agency Assist, SW Burk and SW Hurst-Faxon (Chattanooga FD, Hulen FD, Pecan Creek FD, 
• Geronimo FD) 
• March 16 @ 5:45 p.m.: Grass Fire, I44 Mile Marker 46-Lawton (Wichita Mtn Est FD, Porter Hill FD, Medicine Park FD, BIA, 
• Tribal PD) 
• March 18 @ 2:40 p.m.: Grass Fire, Highway 62 and Bandy Road-Indiahoma (Tribal PD, Indiahoma FD, Cache FD, 
• Chattanooga FD, Elgin FD, Fletcher FD, Fort Sill FD, Wichita Mtn Est FD, Porter Hill FD, Valley View FD, Lawton FD, BIA, Cox’s Store FD, Bethel FD, Hulen FD, Sterling FD, Manitou FD, Grady 

County Task Force, CCEM, CCSheriff) 
• March 20 @ 12:30 p.m.: Grass Fire/Medical, Highway 62 and King Road-Apache (Edgewater FD, Meers FD, Porter Hill FD, 
• Elgin FD, Cove Acres FD, Wichita Mtn Est FD, Kirks, Apache EMS, CC Sheriff, State Fire Marshall, Medical Examiner, CCEM, ) 
• March 20 @ 4:37 p.m.: Grass Fire, SE 45th and Bishop Road-Lawton (Hulen FD, Bethel FD, Cox’s Store FD, Geronimo FD, 
• Lawton FD, Fort Sill FD, Walters FD, Temple FD, Valley View FD, Medicine Park FD, Porter Hill FD, Wildlife Refuge FD, Wichita Mtn Est 
• FD, Heartland Medical, Kirks, CC Sheriff)  
• March 24 @ 12:07 p.m.: Grass Fire, I44 Mile Marker 62 Exit-Lawton (Medicine Park FD, Elgin FD, Wichita Mtn Est FD, CC 
• Sheriff, Tribal PD)  
• March 24 @ 3:43 p.m.: Grass Fire, 207 NW Littlebear Loop-Lawton (Tribal PD) 
• March 25 @ 12:45 p.m.: Grass Fire, 1515 NW Laurie Tatum Road-Lawton 
• March 28 @ 4:01 p.m.: Grass Fire/Structural Fire, Meadow Lark Lane and Cardinal Lane-Apache (Elgin FD, Fletcher FD, 
• Cove Acres FD, Apache EMS, CC Sheriff, Cotton Electric)  
• March 29 @ 4:07 a.m.: Grass Fire/Agency Assist, 12644 NW Miller Road-Lawton (Paradise Valley FD, Wichita Mtn Est FD, 
• Medicine Park FD, BIA PD, Tribal PD, CC Sheriff, CCEM 7) 
• March 30 @ 9:00 a.m.:  Service Call, 8527 NW Madische Road-Lawton (LIH-OEH) 
• March 31 @ 10:39 p.m.: 120th and Highway 7-Lawton (Cox’s Store FD, Hulen FD, Valley View FD, Flowermound FD, CC Sheriff, 
• County Grater, CCEM7) 
• March 31 @ 3:55 p.m.: Medical, 172 NW Red Elk Drive-Lawton (Kirks) 
• April 1 @ 1:05 p.m.: Grass Fire, 180 NW Bay Drive-Elgin (Wichita Mtn Est FD, Medicine Park FD, CC Sheriff) 
• April 5 @ 3:20 p.m.: Grass Fire, 150th and Cross Road-Elgin (Sterling FD, Cox’s Store FD, Elgin FD) 
• April 6 @ 12:42 p.m.: Medical, 584 NW Bingo Road-Lawton 
• April 6 @ 1:40 p.m.: 11367 NW 4 Mile Road-Lawton 
• April 6 @ 3:15 p.m.: Smoke Investigation, 1502 SE Lee Blvd-Lawton (Tribal PD, Lawton PD) 
• April 7 @ 10:27 a.m.: Smoke Investigation, 17321 NE 120th Street-Fletcher (Elgin FD, BIA) 
• April 7 @ 3:16 p.m.: Grass Fire, Trial Road and Highway 7-Lawton (Flowermound FD, Cox’s Store FD, Hulen FD, Valley View 
• FD, Bethel FD, Lawton FD, Sullivan Sod Tanker, CCEM) 
• April 7 @ 4:25 p.m.: Agency Assist, NE 135th and NE Cross-Elgin  
• April 9 @ 8:00 a.m.: Standby, Fort Sill Indian School South of 1515 Laurie Tatum Road-Lawton 
• April 9 @ 10:14 a.m.: Medical, South of 1515 Laurie Tatum Road-Lawton 
• April 9 @ 2:00 p.m.: Standby, 584 NW Bingo Road-Lawton 
• April 9 @ 3:47 p.m.:  Grass Fire, US Highway 62 and State Highway 54-Snyder (Chattanooga FD, Cache FD, Indiahoma FD, 
• Roosevelt FD, Cooperton FD, Snyder FD, Frederick FD, Wildlife Refuge FD) 
• April 9 @ 5:33 p.m.: Medical, Indiahoma Road and Treasure Lake Road-Indiahoma (Indiahoma FD, CCMH Ambulance, Wildlife Refuge Sheriff) 

Comanche Nation CHR/EMS/FIRE/Injury Prevention 
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Obituaries
George Franklin Burton 

Courtesy Photo

Burton
 George Franklin Burton, 74, 
went to his heavenly home on Febru-
ary 28, at his home in Indiahoma.
 Graveside services was 
March 10, at Highland Cemetery 
under the direction of Comanche Na-
tion Funeral Home.
 Burton was born May 24, 
1947, to Henry Glenn and Mable 
(Tereses) Burton.  Burton attended 
Indiahoma.  He was employed by 
the Comanche Nation in food distri-
bution.  Burton never met a stranger 
and was a friend to all.  He loved and 
concerned.  Burton was a giving per-
son who Gave to all.  He loved going 
to estate sales and spending time with 
his brothers and sister.
 Burton is survived by:  
brothers; Gerald Burton of Lawton, 
Thomas Burton of Lawton, and one 
sister, Laura Large of Indiahoma and 
many special friends.
 Burton is preceded in death 
by:  parents Mable and Henry Bur-
ton; brothers Junior Burton and Ken-
neth Burton.

De Christian Tanequodle 

Courtesy Photo

Tanequodle 
 De Christin Tanequodle, left 
this world on March 13. 
 Born October 24,1982, to 
Dayle Tanequodle and David Wait-
scox. Tanequodle had many aunts 
and uncles contribute to raising him. 
Along with his grandma Lois Karty 
and Grandpa Dale Sankadota. 
 Tanequodle attended Elgin 
Public School, where he made life-
time friends and memories. Tane-
quodle enjoyed visiting friends and 
family for gatherings, love OU foot-
ball, and going casino. Tanequodle's 
biggest joy was his kids. He would do 
anything for them. 
 He is survived by his daugh-
ters Deja, Daphne and Dita Tanequo-
dle, step children Adrianna, Ivan, and 
Reyna Serna and their mother Sara 
Serna, brothers Deven Murff Okla-
homa City, DJ Waitscox, Lawton, 
Dustin Down NB, Derrick Lorentz, 
Anadarko, Riley Waitscox Piedmont 
Okla., and Ryan Murff, MO, sister's 
LeDayle Murff Lawton, Stephanie 
Harjo Oklahoma City, Shawna Gar-
cia, Oklahoma City. 
 Prayer services and funeral 
were both at Mt. Scott Comanche 
United Methodist. Burial followed at 
Cache KCA Cemetery under the di-
rection of Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home.

Charlene Joyce 
(Coosewoon) Hoahwah

Courtesy Photo

Hoahwah
 Charlene Joyce (Coose-
woon) Hoahwah, 87, went to her 
heavenly home, on March 16, at her 
home in Lawton.
 Funeral Service for Hoah-
wah was March 22, at Watchetaker 
Hall, with Cecil and Jerry Gray offi-
ciating.  Burial followed at Highland 
Cemetery under the direction of Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home.
 Hoahwah was born August 
31, 1934, in Lawton to Charlie and 
Lizzie (Pohosucut) Coosewoon.  She 
attended school in Geronimo and 
lived in the rural Lawton area, all 
of her Life.  Hoahwah was a proud 
full-blood member of the Coman-
che Nation.  She married Roderick 
Hoahwah, Sr. in 1961, and became a 
homemaker.  She loved to watch the 
Golden Girls, Nascar, OKC Thun-
der.  She loved eating at Golden Cor-
ral and her favorite thing to do was 
spending time with her family, espe-
cially the grandkids.
 She is survived by: seven 
children Roderick Hoahwah, Jr., Tee 
Hoahwah, Melissa Renee Castillo, 
Myra Medina all of Lawton; Miranda 
Hoahwah and Lalecia and husband, 
Robert Wells, of Geronimo; Rolanda 
and husband, Dr. Eduardo Santiago 
of Elgin; 18 grandchildren, 14 great- 
grandchildren, and many other rela-
tives and friends.
 She is preceded in death 
by: husband Roderick Hoahwah Sr.; 
parents Charlie and Lizzie (Pohocsu-
cut) Coosewoon; three brothers and a 
sister: Raphie Coosewoon, Rudolph 
Coosewoon, John Hart, Patsy Reed; 
grandsons: Daniel Hoahwah, Jevon 
Santiago; granddaughters: Kelicia 
Nunley, Grace Rosado, Mari Lynn 
Medina.

Bonnie Houstine 
Redbear

Courtesy Photo

Redbear
 Bonnie Houstine Redbear, 
73, of Anadarko went to her heavenly 
home on March 17, in Lawton, Okla., 
surrounded by her loving family.
 Redbear was born in Law-
ton on October 16, 1948, to Wilson 
and Ella (Given) Burgess.
 Redbear worked for Anadar-
ko IHS for 42 years. During this time, 
she made many lifelong friends. Red-
bear loved being around her fam-
ily, especially her grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren.
 She is survived by two 
daughters: Lydia (Redbear) Haunpo 
and Marlene Redbear both of An-
dadarko; brother Aaron Burgess of 
Fletcher; sisters Margaret Burgess 
of Anadarko, Lou Ella Burgess of 
Fletcher, Laticia (Pahcoddy) Bridges 
of Sterling, and Irene (Pahcoddy) 
Lane of Anadarko; sister-in-laws 
Wilma Burgess of Wichita Falls, Tex-
as and Rosemary Burgess of Fletcher.
six grandchildren: Joan Holder of 

Albuquergue, N.M., Nannie-Alexan-
dra (Haunpo) Johnson of Anadarko, 
Joshua Haunpo of Lawton, Steven 
Cable of Anadarko, Dale Cable of 
Anadarko, and Kristina Cable of 
Anadarko; six great-grandchildren; 
Brycen Osceola-Haunpo, Gavin 
Johnson, Kinberly Johnson, Clyde 
Johnson, Araena Osceola-Haunpo, 
and Kurt Johnson, and many family 
members. 
 She is preceded in death by 
her parents Wilson and Ella Burgess: 
three brothers: Clifford Burgess, Wil-
lie Burgess, and Charles Burgess; sis-
ter: Mary Burgess.
 Funeral service was at 
Ware’s Chapel, Anadarko, Oklahoma 
on March 23. Burial was at Memory 
Lane in Anadarko, Oklahoma under 
the direction of Comanche Nation 
Funeral Home. Reverend Gerald 
Haunpo officiated. 

Gracie Machado

Courtesy Photo

Machado
 Jessica Grace Machado, 
known as “Gracie,” age 15, of Tisho-
mingo went to be with her Heavenly 
Father on March 22, in Tishomingo, 
Oklahoma.  She was born to Joseph 
Machado and Jamie Sickler on De-
cember 19, 2006, in Stilwell, Okla.
 Machado was an enrolled 
member of the Comanche Nation.  
She was a sophomore at Tishomingo 
High School when she was suddenly 
taken to her heavenly home.  Our 
hearts are broken as we will miss her 
little shining face who was always a 
spark of joy, so full of energy, and al-
ways met us with big hugs and lots of 
love.  Machado was a little carefree 
spirit who lived life to the fullest and 
will be greatly missed.  
 Her beautiful life will forev-
er be cherished in the lives of her fa-
ther, Joseph Tahvewuhnah Machado; 
mother Jamie Jo Sickler; older sis-
ter Sadie Brooke Machado; brother 
Ashton Beene, paternal grandmother 
Dorothea Marie Niedo, maternal 
grandfather Lee Weston Sickler, 
grandmother Cindy Beene, and a host 
of loved aunts, uncles, cousins, fam-
ily, and friends.
 Machado is preceded in 
death by her beloved great-grandpar-
ents, Michael Sr. and Carolyn Niedo; 
great-uncle Michael (Hulie) Niedo Jr. 
and his son Taylor Niedo; great-aunt 
Frances Niedo; great-uncle Russell 
Stewart; and cousins Zackariah and 
Tyson Niedo on her father’s side, 
and her grandmother Jo “Josie” El-

Dr. Garner Pewewardy 

Courtesy Photo

Pewewardy
 Dr. Garner Pewewardy, en-
tered his heavenly home on April 
12, at the age of 89. Arrangements 
are entrusted to the care of Mobley-
Groesbeck Funeral Service of Sand 
Springs.
 Funeral service was April 
18, at Olivet Baptist Church with 
Rev. Scott Palmer officiating. The 
service may be viewed live at Olivet 
Baptist Church | Facebook. Pewewar-
dy was also be celebrated at a funeral 
service in his hometown on April 19, 
at Petarsy Mission United Methodist 
Church, Elgin. He was laid to rest at 
Otipoby Comanche Cemetery with 
military honors presented by the U.S. 
Navy and the Comanche Indian Vet-
erans Association. 
 The son of Ella "Nuh-Nuh-
Tsi" Pewewardy was born Febru-

ary 22, 1933, in Elgin. Pewewardy 
graduated from Lawton High School, 
and entered the U.S. Navy in 1952. 
He proudly served his country during 
the Korean and Vietnam Wars. Dur-
ing Pewewardy's 20 years of service 
he served on the USS Laws from 
1953-56, the USS Jefferson County 
from 1957-58, the USS Ranger from 
1961-66, and the USS Mac Donough 
from 1966-67. After his retirement 
from the Navy, Pewewardy contin-
ued his education at Oklahoma State 
University and then Penn State. He 
graduated from OSU in 1975 with 
his bachelor's degree, 1978 with 
his master's degree, and in 1992 he 
graduated with his doctorate in edu-
cation from Penn State. Pewewardy's 
passion was learning and sharing 
knowledge. He enjoyed engaging 
in a good debate, and extensively 
shared his philosophical views with 
others. Pewewardy taught at several 
schools including Oklahoma State 
University, Penn State, Tse' Yi' Gai 
High School in New Mexico, and 
Tulsa Vo-Tech where he taught elec-
trical wiring. Pewewardy cherished 
hearing about the successes of many 
of his former students.
 On July 1, 1957, Pewewar-
dy married Betty Jean Poolaw; and 
they adopted a son, Gary Iven Pewe-
wardy. Betty passed away in 1997. 
Pewewardy found love again with 
Doris Elaine (Patterson) Churchill. 
They were married on January 1, 
2000, at Calvary Heights Temple, 
Tulsa; and they made their home in 
Sand Springs.
 Pewewardy was a 32nd de-
gree mason, and a member of Olivet 
Baptist Church. He was a devout 
and faithful follower of Christ, and 
read his Bible regularly. He was soft 
spoken, but determined and adamant 
about his beliefs.
 He is preceded in death by 
his first wife, Betty; son, Gary in De-
cember 2021; mother, Ella in 2001; 
and brother, Wesley Pewewardy in 
2020.
 Survivors include his wife, 
Doris; daughter, Kameron Torix and 
husband, Darrell of Sperry; daughter-
in-law, Mary Vandover Pewewardy 
of Cleveland; grandchildren: Lan-
drey Pewewardy, Dallas Pewewardy, 
Logan Luttrell, Lanie Smith, Lora 
Lemoine, Ella Kay Pewewardy, and 
Nathan Torix; and great-grandchil-
dren: Levi, Kayleanne, McKynlee, 
Maverick, Kyara, and Kiernen.
 Leave your memories of 
Garner and view his tribute online at 
www.mogro.co.

len Sickler, great-grandmother Leota 
Faye Jackson on her mother’s side, 
and grandfather Mike Beene.
 The family believes that 
when someone passes their life does 
not end, but rather changes.  We know 
that Machado has reached a place of 
everlasting peace alongside Jesus 
Christ.  While we grieve her passing, 
with our grief comes the lightness of 
hope.  May Gracie, now rest in the 
arms of God’s eternal peace.
 Funeral services was March 
30, at the First Baptist Church, 305 E 
Main St., in Tishomingo, Oklahoma.
 Memorial service to honor 
and celebrate the life of Gracie Mach-
ado was March 31, at the Comanche 
Indian Reformed Church, 201 NW 
Mission Blvd., Lawton, Oklahoma 
under the direction of the Rev. Fred 
and Jan Ticeahkie.  
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Dr. Cornel Pewewardy Collaborates with Scholars to Write a Book for Educators

 Dr. Cornell Pewewardy, 
Vice Chairman of the Comanche Na-
tion and award-winning professor, 
has collaborated with other scholars 
to write the book, titled, Unsettling 
Settler-Colonial Education: The 
Transformational Indigenous Praxis 
Model. 
 The book is Edited by Cor-
nel Pewewardy, Anna Lees, and Rob-
in Zape-tah-hol-ah Minthorn, and 
published by Teachers College Press 
(2022), Teachers College, Columbia 
University.
 The back of the book reads 
colleagues’ statements: “This bril-
liant collective of essays by promi-
nent K-12 Indigenous educators pro-
vides a cohesive, paradigm-shifting 
framework and theory of decoloniza-
tion and the process toward transfor-
mation and Indigenous teaching and 
learning across contexts.”  Roxanne 
Dunbar-Ortiz, historian
 “This book offers readers 
critical, timely, and multiperspective 
insights on the complexity of decolo-
nization and the process toward trans-
formation and Indigenizing teaching 
and learning across contexts.”  Caro-
line Sotello Viernes Turner, Califor-
nia State University, Sacramento
 This book presents the 
Transformational Indigenous Praxis 
Model (TIPM), an innovative frame-
work for promoting critical con-
sciousness toward decolonization 
efforts among educators. The TIPM 
challenges readers to examine how 
even the most well-intentioned edu-
cators are complicit in reproducing 
ethnic stereotypes, racist actions, 
deficit-based ideology, and recoloni-
zation. Drawing from decades of col-
laboration with teachers and school 
leaders serving Indigenous children 
and communities, this volume will 
help educators better support the de-
velopment of their students’ critical 
thinking skills. Representing a ho-
listic balance, the text is organized 
in four sections: Birth-Grade 12 
and Community Education, Teacher 
Education, Higher Education, and 
Educational Leadership. Unsettling 
Settler-Colonial Education centers 

the needs of teachers, children, 
families, and communities that 
are currently engaged in pub-
lic education and who deserve 
an improved experience today, 
while also committing to more 
positive Indigenous futurities. “
 This book targets the 
audience of educators who teach 
Indigenous students, practitio-
ners to work within Indigenous 
communities, teacher education 
programs, faculty of educational 
leadership and policy, and Na-
tive/Indigenous and ethnic stud-
ies scholars. 
 Dr. Pewewardy said 
a three-year disruption of the 
COVID-19 pandemic presented 
a unique opportunity for all the 
collaborators to create the types 
of schools and educational struc-
tures that are worthy of  Native 
children. The past two years con-
sisted of hundreds of hours spent 
regularly within zoom work ses-
sions. Prominent K-12 and high-
er education Indigenous practitioners 
and scholars. While the COVID-19 
pandemic has exacerbated academic 
gaps for Indigenous youth, it has 
also highlighted the need for schools 
to be responsive to the anti-Indian 
structures, mindsets, and behaviors 
of educational stakeholders that per-
petuate the breakdown of Indigenous 
youths’ mental health and overall 
wholeness and wellness as they navi-
gate schooling. They all agreed that 
they could not allow a return to busi-
ness as usual, for to do so is to fail all 
children of this generation and future 
generations. 
 The conceptual framework 
of the transformational model was 
created 26 years ago by working with 
Professor James Banks and Profes-
sor Michael Yellow Bird. The formal 
writing process started about five 
years ago with a proposal to book 
publishers. After multiple submittals 
of our manuscript to book publishers, 
Teachers College Press expressed a 
huge interest and later accepted our 
manuscript proposal in 2019. Three 
co-authors are Dr. Cornel Pewe-

wardy, Dr. Anna Lees and Dr. Robin 
Minthorn. The book was released 
in April 2022 by Teachers College 
Press, Teachers College, Columbia 
University.
 “We hope to inspire stu-
dents, educators, philosophers, re-
searchers, activists, spiritual leaders, 
artists and visionaries to take up the 
challenge of decolonizing/Indigeniz-
ing educational structures from the 
cradleboard to grave. Creatively 
combining Indigenous teachings with 
resurgent research and practice, this 
book documents case studies of daily 
lived experiences as teachers, schol-
ars, healers and activists,” explained 
Pewewardy. 
 “This book is our “give-
away,” an act of reciprocity. Our 
praxis is the ways we were taught 
to plant seeds of a very ancient way 
made new. The book makes space for 
transforming Eurocentric conscious-
ness in order to avoid perpetuating 
a colonial structural relationship be-

tween Indigenous and settler 
peoples,” he added. 
  Dr. Pewewardy 
would like to thank the co-
authors, Dr. Anna Lees and 
Dr. Robin Minthorn, for 
their outstanding writing and 
editorial skills and awesome 
support to finish the book. 
While there are so many 
people in his overall career, 
the following encouraged 
and inspired his work: Vine 
Deloria, Jr., Daniel Wildcat, 
Jack Forbes, Hank Adams, 
John Trudell, Clyde Warrior, 
Lee Francis I, Frances Wise, 
Wilma Mankiller, Robert A. 
Williams, Jeff Corntassel, 
Michael Yellow Bird, Myron 
Dewey and of course my im-
mediate family, colleagues 
and former students.
 “This edited collection is a 
response by critically-mind-
ed educators, activists and 
scholars—both a reaction 

to and a call to action against deficit 
theories and other cultural atroci-
ties that are not merely markers of 
philosophical shifts in education. 
Critical thinking case studies validate 
evidence-based research as an intel-
ligently subversive activity,” said 
Pewewardy.
  “Sacred Indigenous knowl-
edge can remind the current genera-
tion that holistic group thinking or 
decision-making can be congruent 
with energy and time management. 
Note here that the concept of energy 
and time management in mainstream 
western educational discourse tends 
to be more analytic in their cogni-
tive styles, while Indigenous learn-
ers pay more attention to cultural 
context when primed with the natural 
environment and political landscape. 
Holistic worldview and thinking is 
characterized by intuitive reasoning, 
relationships as inseparable parts of 
the whole, more group-oriented and 
context-dependent than Westerner’s 
analytical thinking centered on for-
mal logic based on categorization 
rules and tendency to follow situ-

ationally relevant group norms and 
behavior,” he said.
 “Given this explanation of 
time and energy when it comes to 
the figure of wave-jumping, the chal-
lenge is not to manage Western ana-
lytical culture’s concept of time, but 
to manage ourselves in relationship 
within our time with group-oriented 
behavior and initiatives toward group 
direction or goals.”
 “Management of energy and 
time has evolved in a pattern similar 
to many other areas of human en-
deavor. These shifts of “waves” fol-
low each other in succession, each 
adding a vital new dimension or lev-
els toward critical consciousness and 
praxis. Each succeeding act of wave-
jumping creates a surge of sociopo-
litical, group, and personal progress,” 
he added.
 “Using the scaffolding pro-
cess in the area of energy and time 
management, each generation re-
builds on the one before it—each one 
moves groups toward greater control 
of our lives and Nationhood. The first 
wave or generation could be charac-
terized by the reawakening of the In-
digenous mind. Rather than focusing 
on materialistic things and Western 
time, the coming together concept 
of a Great Unification focuses on 
preserving and enhancing relation-
ships and on accomplishing results 
by group thinking and working col-
lectively as a group of learners.” 
 “I believe that as we grow 
collectively and develop our critical 
consciousness, we must show dili-
gence in the learning process of re-
building and renewal by educating 
and obeying our natural conscience. 
An increasingly developing con-
science will help propel our wave-
jumping to dimensions of personal 
freedom, security, wisdom, and pow-
er,” expressed Pewewardy.
 The book can be purchased 
on Amazon.com  

Pewewardy

Story and Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff
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O ur Personal Loans ar e for  
“WHATEVER ” you need ,

when you need it !

6.00% APR*   FOR 12  MONTHS**
9.75% APR*

RATES AS 
LOW AS  FOR 60 MONTHS***

*Annual Percentage Rate (APR) is the advertised base rate. Loan 
Rate and term are subject to credit worthiness. Other restrictions 
may apply. Not available on current FSFCU loans. All loans are 
subject to approval. **Payment example for 12 months at 6.00% 
is $86.28 for each $1000 financed. ***Payment example for 60 
months at 9.�5% is $21.21 for each $1000 financed. Rates o�ered 

Apri l  1 ,  2022 through May 31, 2022.

“Whatever”
L    ANS

FEDERALLY INSURED BY NCUA

Get started @
fsfcu.com

580.353.2124 |  800.654.9885


