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Ronald Parker Inducted into the 
Prestigious ‘The Order of Saint 

Barbara Military Society’

Ron Parker is being congratulated by the 75th Field Artillery Brigade Sergeant Major, CSM Charles Masters, 
after receiving the Saint Barbara Medallion on January 16, in Lawton, Okla. On the left are CIVA Commander 
Kevin Pohawpatchoko and CPT Kent O. Tomah III. 

Courtesy Photo

 Vietnam War veteran, and 
former Army Captain, Ronald Parker 
,was inducted into the Honorable Or-
der of the Saint Barbara Military So-
ciety during the 75th Field Artillery 
Brigade Military Ball on January 16. 
 The Ball was held at the Hil-
ton Garden Inn, and was attended by 
600+ soldiers and guests including 
nineteen members of the Comanche 
Indian Veterans Association and Aux-
iliary and ten members of the Parker 
family. Our gratitude to the Com-
mander of the Brigade, Colonel Ryan 
McCormack, and his Sergeant Major, 
Command Sergeant Major Charles 
Masters, for recognizing CPT Parker 
and including the CIVA and Parker 
family as their guests.
 The Honorable Order of 
Saint Barbara is awarded to those 
individuals who have demonstrated 
the highest standards of integrity 
and moral character, displayed an 

outstanding degree of professional 
competence, served the Artillery 
with selflessness; and contributed to 
the promotion of the Artillery branch. 
The nomination and approval of the 
award was made by Brigade Com-
mander, COL McCormack. The only 
other known Comanches to earn this 
prestigious award are Kent Tomah, 
George Red Elk, John McClung, 
Dominic Pawlowski and Paul Tate Jr. 
There may be others I am not aware 
of.
 CPT Parker was drafted into 
the Army on January 19, 1967, and 
served, with Honor, until February 
17, 1971. He was commissioned a 
Second Lieutenant after completing 
the grueling 23-week Officer Candi-
date School at Fort Sill on November 
21, 1967. After a short stint at Fort 
Carson, Colo. he volunteered for ser-
vice in Vietnam. He served as a Field 
Artillery Forward Observer (one of 

the most dangerous Army combat 
occupations) with the 1st Battalion, 
28th Infantry, 1st Infantry Division 
from June 1968 to January 1969 (19 
months and 27 days). While in Viet-
nam he earned six Battle Stars and 
was decorated with the Bronze Star 
with/Valor Device for heroism. CPT 
Parker is one of only twenty-eight 
Comanches to earn the honorary title 
of Numu Pukutsi.
 He is the son of the late 
Baldwin Jr. (Buster) and Marguerite 
Tahchawwickah Parker and the great 
grandson of Chief Quanah Parker. 
He is a graduate of Indiahoma High 
School. CPT Parker retired from In-
dian Health Service in 2015, after 
serving in Ada, Okla.; Parker Ariz.; 
Albuquerque, N.M.; Nashville, 
Tenn.; and Rockville, Md. CPT Park-
er currently lives in Lawton and coor-
dinates many Quanah Parker events 
in Texas and Oklahoma. 

Submitted by Lanny Asepermy/ Comanche Indian Veterans Association

2020 Census 
Questionnaire 

Assistance: 
Important Information 
for American Indians 
and Alaska Natives

 According to Charles Tippe-
connic, Tribal Partnership Specialist, 
it is very important for Tribal Mem-
bers from all Nations and Tribes 
to participate in the 2020 census.  
Money given to the tribes is based 
on the information derived from the 
census, which occurs every 10 years. 
For every tribal members that claims 
the Head of the Household, it will be 
counted toward that tribe. 
 He assures that all informa-
tion is kept confidential and does not 
ask for social security numbers or 
bank accounts. 
 Also, the census will be 
online for the first time, and people 
can answer the nine census questions 
through the internet.
 The following questions can 
help many frequently asked ques-
tions.

What is the census?
 Every 10 years, the United 
States counts everyone living in the 
country on April 1. Participating 
in the Census by completing your 
household’s questionnaire is easy; it 
contains only ten basic questions and 
it should take about ten minutes to 
complete. 

Why should I encourage members of 
my tribe to complete the form?

 Tribal members are a his-
torically undercounted group, which 
prevents them from receiving billions 
of dollars in funding for important 
services. This includes Indian Health 
Services and Section 8 Housing, in 
addition to programs such as WIC, 
CHIP, School Lunch Programs, and 
Head Start. Every tribal member, 
from elders to infants, counts!

Purpose of this guide: 
 The purpose of the 2020 
census Questionnaire Assistance 
Guide is to provide guidance for 
AIAN partners interested in helping 
tribal members to accurately com-
plete the form. It provides informa-
tion on how they can best respond to 
important questions. 

Important Questions: 

Q: How should I respond to the 
race question if I am American In-
dian or Alaska Native?
A: An individual’s response to the 
2020 Census race question is based 
upon self-identification. The U.S. 
Census Bureau does not tell individu-
als which boxes to mark or what heri-
tage to write in. 
 In order to gain an accurate 
account, it is important that the pri-
mary respondent (ages 15 and above) 
mark the American Indian or Alaska 
Native checkbox and enter the name 
of their enrolled or principal tribe(s) 
in the write-in area. They should 
also mark the AIAN checkbox for 
additional household members if ap-
plicable. It is best if the information 
entered is the federal or state recog-
nized name for the tribe. Tribal mem-
bers can affiliate with multiple tribes.
 
Q: Why does the census ask a ques-
tion about race?
A. The question on race is asked of 
all people in the United States. These 
data are required for federal, state, 
and tribal programs and are critical 

See 2020 CENSUS, Page 4

Comanche Academy 
Charter School 

Appoints New Board 
Members 

 On November 14, 2019,  Dr. 
Cornel Pewewardy stepped down as 
the Comanche Nation Education Li-
aison and Design Team Leader of the 
Comanche Academy Charter School, 
effective immediately. 
 “Rest assured that I will re-
main more active than ever in keep-
ing our Indigenous communities 
informed, and I will continue full 
throttle in encouraging and spotlight-
ing the wonderful contributions of 
academic progress being made by 
our students in K-12 public schools 
and higher education institutions.” 
said Dr. Pewewardy. 
 The Comanche Academy 
Charter School have since been ap-
pointed new board members that in-
clude:
Jonathan Poahway, President
Justin Boos, Treasurer
Mike Figueroa
Karen Watson
Dianna Butler
Lenson Hearn
Phil Gover
CBC member or representative - 
LaNora Parker, and Ronald Red Elk.

To Be Appointed:
CPA/Accountant - The Board of Di-
rectors will conduct a search. 
Attorney - TBD will conduct a search.
 On January 17, the Coman-
che Business Committee approved 
the Comanche Academy contract. 
 “We need to provide the 
CBC a revised accreditation and 
5-year budget.” said Phyllis Narcom-
ey, Comanche Academy Facilitator.
 Comanche Academy will be 
designed to serve 120 children in the 
lower grade levels. The Comanche 
Academy’s mission is a place-based 
elementary school where the Coman-
che (Numunu) culture, language, and 
history are the foundation of an expe-
riential curriculum. Through a dual-
language instructional format, they 
will nurture strong, compassionate, 
bilingual young people who are com-
mitted to their personal and commu-
nity health, wellness, relationships 
and progress. 
 Moreover, the Comanche 
Academy is committed to maintain-
ing and promoting an inclusive envi-
ronment, accessible to all in a physi-
cal, mental, emotional and spiritual 
manner while supporting academic 
excellence. Overall, Comanche 
Academy strives to provide a cul-
turally-sustaining and academically-
rigorous education for all students. 
Their holistic model is student-cen-
tered; participant action research-
based; and rooted in the water, land, 
culture, language, and community. 
 The Comanche Academy 
will help prepare students to become 
servant leaders who are educated, 
inspired, and empowered to impact 
their families, tribes, communities, 
and world in meaningful ways. The 
school will be designed to deliver 
the best possible education to its stu-
dents, and to serve the educational re-
search and development community 
as an inventing and testing ground for 
high quality educational programs.
 For more information you 
can contact Narcomey, facilitator, 
(580) 919-3543.

Tax Commission Now Offer Handicap Tags

Courtesy Photo

 The Comanche Nation Tax 
Commission would like to announce 
they now offer Handicap Tags. The 
cost is half the standard tag but does 
not exclude the 1% excise fee on a 
brand-new vehicle. The following 
documents are required to be eligible:
1. The Tax Commission does pro-

vide an application that does 
need to be filled out annually 
by your doctor to be eligible for 
handicap tags. They can email, 
fax, or you can come by the Tax 
Commission to pick up an appli-
cation.

2. Must provide the physical dis-
ability parking placard (provided 

See HANDICAP TAGS, Page 2

The Comanche Nation Tax Commission’s sample of the new handicap 
tag that is now available to Comanche tribal members who qualify for it.

By Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

 Yellowfish       Ten Bears  Tabananika  Big Looking Glass   Eschiti  Moway     Otter Belt         Parker           Whitewolf       Horseback       Wildhorse

Submitted by the Comanche Nation Tax Commission Staff
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Comanche Nation Emergency Management Team 
Responds to Fire in Cache, Okla.

A ‘Before’ and “After” photo of a softball field located near the Cache Cahoma Building, following the January 8,  fire. A 
total of 120 acres burned within hours, but there were no reported injuries. People were able to return to their homes by 
7:30 p.m. the same day.

Courtesy Photo Photo by Jolene Schonchin/New Staff

Although the January 8, fire came dangerously close to the 
Cache Cahoma Building, it had no structural damage.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/New Staff

 The Comanche Na-
tion Emergency Management 
Team responded to a fire in 
the Cache area at 3:15 p.m. on 
January 8. 
 The Emergency 
Manager, Operations Officer, 
Safety Officer and EMS ar-
rived on the scene and assisted 
local first responders and lo-
cal Emergency Management 
teams with aiding the victims 
of the fire. The Comanche 
Nation Emergency Manage-
ment donated supplies to the 
New Life Assembly of God in 
Cache, who had set up a shel-
ter. The Cache Cahoma Build-
ing was blocked off due to the 
fire, and could not be accessed.
 According to the in-
formation released by the Co-
manche County Emergency 
Management on January 8.  
 “The Cache VFD Fire 
Chief investigated the cause of 
the fire and determined it was 
started by a contractor doing 
welding work. The fire is un-
der control, but will probably 

burn/smolder throughout the 
night, possibly longer. Over 
120 acres has burned, two 
homes were affected.”
 The mandatory 
evacuation was lifted at ap-
proximately 7:40 p.m., Janu-
ary 8, for residents of that 
area to return to their homes.
 The Comanche 
Nation Emergency Man-
agement Team set up at the 
Cache Cahoma Building 
the following day, January 
9, for tribal and community 
members that were affected 
by the Cache Fires, and the 
Emergency Management 
had it’s hotline available for 
those who wanted to call. 
The Comanche Nation Hous-
ing Authority set up to assist 
Comanche Tribal Members 
who had structural damage to 
their homes. Members of the 
Comanche Nation Emergen-
cy Management Team also 
went door-to-door to check 
on tribal members' medical 
needs, and delivered clean-

ing kits donated from the Red 
Cross.
 “We, the members 
of Emergency Management 
and Emergency Services, pro-
vide selfless service to anyone 
needing help” said Charles 
Crutcher, Comanche Nation 
Emergency Management Inci-
dent Commander.

 The Comanche Na-
tion Emergency Management 
hotline is 580-492-3628.

through the State) when 
registering and renewing. 

3. Tribal member has to be 
on the title.

4. Tribal member has to 
have a valid Oklahoma 
Driver’s License

5. Tribal member will need 
to provide their Tribal 
I.D., a paper copy of their 
Oklahoma Insurance, Ti-
tle and all the paper work 
that is attached to it.

6. When renewing your 
vehicle that has a tag al-
ready, bring in your old 
tag and title. You will be 

charged your renewal fee 
and ten (10) for a title.

7. If you’re wanting to 
switch your tag out be-
fore your renewal month, 
there will be a fee of $30 
($10 Tag, $10 Title, and 
$10 Registration). You 
will have to bring your tag 
and title to switch it to a 
Handicap Tag. 

 For more information 
contact Tax Commission Of-
fice at (580) 595-3315.

HANDICAP TAGS
Continued from Page 1

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff



Positsu Mua (February) 2020                                                                                                 3                                                                                                The Comanche Nation News

“From the Comanche Nation Chairman’s Office”
January 20, 2020

Dear Comanche People,

Once again the Nation is challenged with a New Year and a new Fiscal Year for the Government.

It’s been an honor to serve in the capacity as the Chairman of the Great Comanche Nation. This office of Chairman is a term of time to do the best for each Comanche Nation member.

Speaking on terms, the annual meeting of the Tribal Council is almost upon us, it is scheduled for Saturday, April 18th. Business Committeeman Clyde Narcomey has served his two (2) 
terms of duty of CBC number four (4). Position is up for nomination. Thank You Mr. Narcomey for your service to your Comanche Nation. Along with that position; the position of Secretary 
Treasurer and CBC number three (3) position is at its one (1) year term of re-nomination.

The Business Committee has been busy with business starts, daily governance and old business close outs. This month of January, all audits are being finalized for fiscal year 2019. Budget 
formulization for Fiscal Year 2021 has been ongoing for all government programs. Your Business Committee has been proactive in numerous duties to assure the stability and sustainability 
of your finances and most of all; has been frugal on any/all expenditures. It’s amazing to see growth with numerous checks and balances for the benefit of ALL Comanche Nation members. 
“Difference Makers” can and has happened, the Elected and Administrator are on the same page of; service first.

Here is a snap shot of Gaming Revenue for the past five (5) years.

Here is a snap shot of Tax Collection Revenue for the past five (5) years.

The result of good business has worked well for ALL Comanche Members through increased services. Per Capita increased by 50% + Dividends were issued. (below) past five (5) years.

This year there is a threat from the Oklahoma Governor’s office. The Comanche Nation has paid over $40,000,000.00 to the State in exclusivity fees over the past 15 years. The Oklahoma 
Governor has made it clear that he’s looking to capture up to 20% more from all Oklahoma Gaming Nations, Tribes and Townships. This added percentage would shrink all services, per 
capita, and elder’s payments to the Comanche Nation. It’s been historic for all 39 Sovereign Nations, Tribes and Townships to stay in UNITY, yet, the Business Committee and myself have 
done the extra averages; if we have to go to CLASS II Gaming and leave the State out of all collections. With that change there will be a 14-16% drop in gaming revenue for the change 
out to CLASS II Gaming. Remember, this is the worst case scenario. The advocacy of all tribal leaders is 100%, and we’ve all taken the position that the next 15 years is Auto-Renewed.

NUMUNU – are more than Conquerors, we will prevail in this impasse from the Oklahoma Governor’s office. Be vigilant with your leadership and stay in prayer for your Nation.

I trust and hope everyone’s New Year will be peaceful, hopeful and prosperous. God Bless our ancestors who indeed made us who we are, the Great Comanche Nation. May God Continu-
ally Bless the Comanche People.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      Comanche Nation Chairman William Nelson, Sr.
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Comanche Nation
Officials
Chairman

William Nelson
Vice Chairman
Lanora Parker

Secretary/Treasurer
Robert Tippeconnie

Committeeman No. 1
June Sovo

Committeeman No. 2
Diana Doyebi

Committeeman No. 3
Ronald Red Elk

Committeeman No. 4
Clyde Narcomey

Tribal Administrator
Phyllis Attocknie

To contact officials:
Comanche Nation

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502

Toll Free: (877) 492-4988
Physical Address

584 Bingo Rd.
Lawton, OK 73505

Member of the Native American Journalist
Association since 2001

Member of the 
Society of

Professional
Journalists since 

2010

THE COMANCHE NATION NEWS
Positsu Mua (February) 2020

“Sleet Month”
 The award-winning Comanche 
Nation News, the official communication 
of the Comanche Nation, is available at 
no charge upon request. The deadline to 
submit information for the March edition 
is 5 p.m., February 14. Donations to help 
cover the cost of printing and mailing are 
welcome.

Contact:
The Comanche Nation News

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908

Telephone: (580) 492-3381
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: pio@comanchenation.com

TCNN Staff
• Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-

porter, Photographer- Email: Jolene.
Schonchin@comanchenation.com 
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382

• Paula Karty, Assist. Editor, Re-
porter, Photographer- Email: Paula.
Karty@comanchenation.com–Tele-
phone Number–(580)492-3383

• Stacey Heminokeky, Reporter/
Photographer- Email: Stacey.
Heminokeky@comanchenation.
com–Telephone (580) 492-3385

• Candace Todd, Administrative 
Assistant- Email: Candace.Todd@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number (580) 492-3621

• News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

• Photographs will be copied and 
will become the property of TCNN. 
To return original photographs, send 
a self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

• The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. The Passings/
Obituaries are submitted by the 
Comanche Nation Funeral Home or 
by tribal members on a funeral home 
letterhead. The Milestones Page 
is for tribal members only. TCNN 
publishes all services conducted by 
The Comanche Nation Funeral Home 
without discretion. Obituaries are 
written for tribal members only.

• TCNN will print a Comanche orga-
nization’s annual event flyer once 
free of charge as a courtesy to our 
tribal organizations. The guidelines 
for flyer submission are: Pow-wow 
flyers have to be from an established 
Comanche organization. There has to 
be contact person and number on the 
organization’s annual flyer.

• We reserve the right to edit all 
material. Letters or articles that 
contain libelous information, slan-
der, or personal attacks will not be 
printed. Letters to the Editor must 
be signed with a legible name, and 
have a 1,500 word limit. The letters 
to the editor or articles contained 
in the The Comanche Nation News 
does not reflect the views or opin-
ions of the PIO staff.

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

Government

comanchenationpio

factors in the basic research behind 
numerous policies, particularly for 
civil rights. Race data are used in 
planning and funding government 
programs that provide funds or ser-
vices for specific groups. 
These data are also used to evaluate 
government programs and policies 
to ensure they fairly and equitably 
serve the needs of all racial groups 
and to monitor compliance with anti-
discrimination laws, regulations, and 
policies. States also use these data to 
meet legislative redistricting require-
ments.
Q. Who should I record on the 
questionnaire?
A. It is important to include everyone 
residing in your household on April 
1, 2020. This includes everyone 
from one-day-old infants, to elders, 
to extended family members, to non 
relatives. Do not record family mem-
bers residing in group quarters such 
as elder care centers, college dorms, 
or homeless shelters, as they will be 
counted separately. 
Q. I have a family member who 
lives off the reservation, should 
they write in their tribal name?
A. Yes! Anyone who affiliates with 
the tribe, even if they live off the res-
ervation, can mark the AIAN check-
box and write in the name of the tribe 

they affiliate with. This helps ensure 
funding for both on and off-reserva-
tion services. 
Q. I do not have a street address. 
How will I receive my question-
naire?
A.  Tribal members who live in re-
mote locations will receive an invite 
and questionnaire at their place of 
residence. They can then complete 
the form over the phone, by internet, 
or through the mail. All responses 
and personal information are kept 
completely confidential and are not 
shared with other federal agencies. 
You can also complete the question-
naire at tribal and urban response 
centers.
Q. My tribe already records enroll-
ment information, so why should I 
complete the census?
A.  While individual tribes often 
keep enrollment records, they do not 
share that information with the fed-
eral government. Because numerous 
government agencies use census, and 
not tribal, data, this allows tribal gov-
ernments to record accurate informa-
tion when applying for funding. Any 
personal information recorded on the 
form is confidential and only shared 
in the form of data.  
 

Sample of 2020 Census Page

2020 CENSUS
Continued from Page 1

The Comanche Nation Offices 
will be closed February 17 for 
President’s Day. Offices will 
re-open for regular business 

8 a.m., February 18.

New signs were placed at Comanche tribal offices to remind tribal 
members of the Comanche Business Committee’s Executive Order 
or zero tolerance for verbal abuse to tribal employees.

Editor’s Note: This is an overview 
of the January 11, Comanche Busi-
ness Committee Monthly Meeting, 
and not the official minutes. To ob-
tain a copy of the official minutes, 
call the Office of the Chairman, 
(580) 492-3251.

 Chairman, William Nelson 
Sr. called the meeting to order at 
10:06 a.m.
 Vice-Chairlady, LaNora 
Parker, conducted Roll Call. A quo-
rum was established with all Co-
manche Business Committee (CBC) 
members present, except Secretary-
Treasurer, Robert Tippeconnie. 
 Nelson called upon Com-
mitteeman No. 2, Diana Gail Sovo-
Doyebi, to begin the meeting with the 
invocation.
 A motion made to approve 
the minutes of the December 2019 
CBC meeting by Vice-Chairlady, 
LaNora Parker. It was seconded by 
Committeeman No. 4, Clyde Nar-
comey. The motion carries 4/0/1.

Resolutions
 No. 01-20- Enrollment List 
No. 1143. The applicants are Eligible 
for membership with the Comanche 
Nation Tribe. 
 Narcomey, makes the mo-
tion to approve. Sovo-Doyebi,  sec-
onds the motion. The motion carries 
4/0/1.
 No. 02-20- Enrollment List 
No. 1144. The applicants are Eligible 
for membership with the Comanche 
Nation Tribe. 
 CBC No. 4, Clyde Nar-
comey, makes the motion to approve. 
Parker, seconds the motion. The mo-
tion carries. 4/0/1.
 No. 03-20- CTAS Grant. 
Tribal Court, Prevention and Recov-
ery, and Reintegration recognizes 
the need to improve substance abuse 
prevention and treatment services to 
tribal members and the local commu-
nity. 
 Sovo-Doyebi, makes the 
motion to approve. Narcomey, sec-
onds the motion. The motion carries 
4/0/1.
 No. 04-20- The resolution 
authorizing the Grant application 
for planting infrastructure to pro-
mote the mental health of children, 
youth, and families, and Amerinca 
Indian, Alaska Native communities 
FY-2020.
 Parker makes the motion to 
approve. Red Elk, seconds the mo-

tion. The motion carries. 4/0/1. 
 No. 05-20- Comanche 
Nation Housing Authority Block 
Grant. The CBC sees a critical need 
for quality housing for Comanche 
Tribal members and this can be ac-
complished through the designated 
Comanche Nation Housing Entity. 
The Comanche Nation Housing Au-
thority pursuant to the Native Ameri-
can Housing Assistance and Self- 
Determination Act of 1996. The CBC 
does recognize that the CNHA has 
the administrative capacity to pre-
pare, submit, administor, and manage 
an Indian community Block Grant. 
 Narcomey, makes the mo-
tion to approve. Sovo-Doyebi, sec-
onds the motion. The motion carries. 
4/0/1.
 No. 06-20-   Tillman County 
Rural Water District organize and 
exiting under the laws of the State of 
Oklahoma and among other things 
operates water distributions system 
for the purpose of supplying water to 
its members. 
 Red Elk, made the motion to 
approve. Parker, seconds the motion. 
The motion carries. 4/0/1.
 No. 07-20- Comanche Na-
tion Law Enforcement Tasers. The 
CBC authorizes the Comanche Na-
tion Police Department to enter in to 
a five-year contract with Axon Enter-
prises for Tasers. This contract will 
provide the Police Department with 
twenty new tasers.  
 Sovo-Doyebi, made the mo-
tion to approve. Parker, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries. 4/0/1.
 No. 08-20- Lease Agree-
ments.
 Narcomey, made the mo-
tion to approve. Sovo-Doyebi, sec-
onds the motion. The motion carries. 
4/0/1. 
 No 09-20 - Gaming Com-
mission Appoints New Commision-
er. 
 Sovo-Doyebi, made the mo-
tion to approve. Red Elk, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries. 4/0/1.
 No. 10-20- Comanche 
Academy Charter School. Extend-
ed the meeting out to January 17, to 
talk more about the Charter School.
 Narcomey, made the mo-
tion to approve. Sovo-Doyebi, sec-
onds the motion. The motion carries. 
4/0/1.
 No. 11-20-  TABLED. 
 Narcomey, made the motion 
to approve. Parker, seconds the mo-

tion. The motion carries. 4/0/1.
 No. 12-20 - Interim CEO 
Mia Tahdooahnippah. Moved to 
Executive Session. 
 Narcomey, made the motion 
to approve. Parker, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries. 4/0/1.
 No. 13-20 - The CBC autho-
rizes the submission of this Grant ap-
plication to the Department of Health 
and Human Services and Substance 
and Mental Health Services Admin-
istration. 
 Parker, made the motion to 
approve. Sovo-Doyebi, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries. 4/0/1.
 The meeting was adjourned 
at 11:30 a.m. and went in to Execu-
tive Session. 

A Total of 13 Resolutions were on the January 
Comanche Business Committee Monthly Meeting

By Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

 Mark the AIAN box 
and then enter tribal 
name. For example, 
The Delaware Nation 
or Pueblo of Acoma. 
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Programs
Prevention and Recovery Explains 

Reintergation Program
 The Reintegration Program 
is one component of the Comanche 
Nation Prevention & Recovery/Re-
integration Program. The program 
serves enrolled Comanche Tribal 
Members. 

What the Reintegration 
Program does: 

 Reintegration is directed 
by Bonnie Lemon, MS. The Rein-
tegration Program serves Comanche 
Nation Tribal Members who are in-
carcerated, or have been released 
from incarceration within the past 24 
months. The Mission Statement of 
the Reintegration Program is “to em-
power the personal transformation of 
incarcerated, or formerly incarcer-
ated individuals, by facilitating help 
for the resources and services needed 
to establish and maintain a healthy, 
productive, crime-free, prosperous 
life.”

Who is eligible?
 The Reintegration Program 
serves Comanche Tribal members 
who meet the following criteria: 
Enrolled member of the Coman-
che Nation (able to provide copy of 
CDIB)
Adult applicants must be: 
• Currently incarcerated or
• in long-term, inpatient 
treatment for substance abuse or 
• released from incarceration/
treatment within the last 24 months 
(with documentation provided)

Adolescent applicants must:
• Currently incarcerated, or
• Have adjudicated criminal/
delinquency case within the court 
system (with documentation pro-
vided)
• Incarceration or treatment 
for substance abuse must be 90 days 
or longer
• All applicants must com-
plete an application for services and 
provide requested documentation. 

What services does the Reintegra-
tion Program provide?

 With application approval, 
the Reintegration Program may pro-

vide Case Management services and 
financial assistance, as needed for the 
following:
• Clothing for adults and ado-
lescents
• Personal hygiene products
• Groceries
• Household items
• Payment and assistance for 
retrieval of personal identification 
and other official documents
• Housing/shelter assistance
• Assessments and require-
ments for driver’s license reinstate-
ment (one-time service)
• Driver’s license reinstate-
ment fees (one-time service)
• Cultural, faith-based, edu-
cational, and/or recovery-focused 
literature for incarcerated Comanche 
tribal members (one time/year)
• Referrals to appropriate 
organizations and agencies for addi-
tional services, as needed
• Counseling services
• Substance abuse treatment
• Installation of the Interlock 
Ignition Device (one-time service)
• Court-ordered require-
ments/classes not otherwise listed
• Transportation via Coman-
che Nation Transit up to two passes/
year. May also include providing 
gasoline for job searches and em-
ployment activities up to twice/year. 
• Emergency transportation to 
return to home state of residence
• Application fee for the 
ICOTS Interstate Compact Offender 
Tracking Systems) application (one-
time service)
• Assistance with job-search-
es, resume building, and other career-
related activities 
 Please note that all Reintegration 
Program services are subject to avail-
ability of funds and participant eligi-
bility. 

Contact Info
 To obtain more information 
about the Reintegration program, 
please call the Comanche Nation 
Prevention & Recovery/Reintegra-
tion Office at: (580) 492-3614. 

Richard and Stacie Chibitty, owners
900 Showplace Blvd. Indiahoma, OK 

M-F, Daily 8:30 a.m.- 2p.m. & Evening 5p.m.-9 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.- 9 p.m.

Sunday 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

(580)246-8339 
warriorcafe@yahoo.com

www.facebook.com/warrior-cafe GAME ROOM

DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 

for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.
  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   

REASONABLE PREP FEES
Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455

Gravel Tinhorn 
Schedule for 2020

 Please take note as to when 
your area falls on the schedule each 
month, and submit your application 
30 days prior to the deadline. The 
month at the end of each line is when 
the Gravel Tinhorn Program will be 
working in that area. Please make 
sure to update Application Yearly. 

• January 1 through January 
31 Applications for Indiahoma and 
Snyder Area “February”
• February 1 through Febru-
ary 28 Applications for Chattanooga, 
Faxon, and Grandfield Area “March”
• March 1 through March 31 
Applications for Geronimo, Temple, 
and Walters Area “April”
• April 1 through April 29 
Applications for Lawton Area “May” 
& June”
• May 1 through May 31 Ap-
plications for Duncan and Sterling 
“July”
• June 1 through June 30 Ap-
plications for Cyril and Fletcher Area 
“August”
• The Gravel Tinhorn Pro-
gram will be assisting with the Co-
manche Nation Fair and will not be 
taking applications in September.
• July 1 through July 31 Ap-
plications for Apache Area “October”
• August 1 through August 31 
Applications for Elgin Area “Novem-
ber”
• October 1 through October 
31 Applications for Anadarko, and 
Fort Cobb Area “December”

Qualifications Include
• If there are any changes in 
the contact number please advise us.
• Must provide proof of Co-
manche Nation Tribal C.D.I.B
• Must provide proof of resi-
dency i.e., utility bill
• Must not benefit a business 
or non- Comanche Tribal Member 
(rental homes)
• Must reside in the Coman-
che Nation Jurisdiction
• No custom driveways and 
no more than (1) entrance or exit for 
driveway on property unless drive-
way was already put in place.

 To submit a driveway appli-
cation, you may do so as a walk-in at 
the Transportation Office or via tele-
phone at (580) 492-3308, from 8 a.m. 
to 5 p.m, Monday-Friday.

Elder Center Releases 
Schedule for February

• Every Wednesday Program 
scheduled monthly chair exercises 
with the Comanche Fitness Center 
from 11 am – 11:45 am.
• Every Friday Program 
scheduled monthly health screenings 
with the Diabetes Program from 11 
am – 11:45 a.m.  The Diabetes Pro-
gram also prepare a food demonstra-
tion for the elders.  
• February 12- Fire Program 
Richard Chibitty, Director will do 
presentation during the noon on pro-
gram services and the Yellow Dot 
Program, it is a free program that 
provides your photo, emergency con-
tact and any medical information to 
first responders in the event of a ve-
hicle crash, emergency in the home 
or roadside medical emergency. 
• February 14- The Coman-
che Elder Center will host the Elders 
Annual Valentine Meal.  The Optom-
etry Department will do presentation 
during the noon meal on glasses and 
services.  
• February 19- The Coman-
che Elder Center Program scheduled 
Elders trip to Comanche Nation Red 
River Casino a free lunch and free 
play for the elders, the program will 
leave center at 11 am.  
• February 28- The Coman-
che Elder Center scheduled the El-
ders Birthday Meal; program will 
serve a cultural meal for the elders’ 
birthday. 
 Thank you to the Comanche 
Nation Capital Improvement Pro-
gram for new dining room floors and 
new paint jobs for the dining room, 
hallway, and bathrooms.  The elders 
love the new paint and flooring.  The 
Elder Center would like to extend an 
invitation to come and see the new 
remodeling.          

NAGPRA Updates
  NAGPRA program has con-
tacted all 14 museums and are in the 
process of setting up consultation 
dates. NAGPRA has already started 
on the research and inputting items 
in to our database.   
        The Comanche Nation NAGPRA 
also preparing for our 2021 Budget 

hearings and Annual General Council 
Meeting.

Ed Hoosier Work on 
Exhibit at Museum

 The works of Comanche 
artist, Ed Hoosier, is currently on ex-
hibit in the Comanche National Mu-
seum gallery.  The museum is located 
at 701 NW Ferris Avenue in Lawton.  
Hours of operation are Monday – Fri-
day, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and Saturday 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m.  Admission is free. 
 Contact the museum for 
more information by calling (580) 
353-0404, or by email at info@co-
manchemuseum.com. 

 Spring Applications 
Being Accepted

  Applications are currently 
being accepted; registration and 
TABE pretests are required. The 
courses are held at the Comanche 
Nation Dorothy Sunrise Lorentino 
Education Center, which is located 
at 1608 S.W. 9th St. Lawton, Okla., 
73501.
 Higher Education’s Parent 
College Information Night will be 
held 5:30 p.m. - 8  p.m., on February 
19, at the Comanche Nation Complex 
in Watchetaker Hall. This event is de-
signed to offer students information 
about financial aid, filling out schol-
arships, and navigating the college 
admissions process. Door prizes and 
dinner will be provided.
 Additionally, if there are 
any continuing students who have not 
submitted a renewal application, offi-
cial transcript and current enrollment 
schedule for the Spring 2020 Schol-
arship & JP&T programs, please turn 
these documents in as soon as pos-
sible to receive your scholarship in a 
timely manner. A complete applica-
tion is required for new students. 
 The Higher Education office 
is open Monday-Friday from 8 p.m. 
- 5 p.m.  Students may drop off the 
official transcripts and schedules or 
mail them to the office at 1608 S.W. 
9th St. Lawton, Okla., 73501. 

Looking for Foster 
Parents

 Have you ever thought 
about becoming a foster parent? The 
Comanche Nation Child Welfare is 
in great need of foster homes for Co-
manche children that are unable to be 
with their parents due to abuse and 
neglect.  
 The Comanche Nation has 
a proportionally high number of en-
rolled/eligible for enrollment chil-
dren in the custody of the State of 
Oklahoma and throughout the United 
States.  These children are placed 
by the state in non-Native American 
foster homes.  If these children are 
unable to be reunited with their par-
ents they will be placed for adoption.  
The Comanche Nation Indian Child 
Welfare is unable to transfer cases to 
tribal court without the tribal foster 
homes they so desperately need.  To 
prevent the disintegration of Coman-
che families, our people must step 
forward. 
 If you have the ability to 
meet the needs of a child who is 
unable to be with their own family, 
please become a foster parent and 
help protect and maintain the integ-
rity of Comanche families and the 
future of the Comanche Nation.
 Learn how to become a 
foster parent by call the Comanche 
Nation Child Welfare office at (580) 
492-1140.

Courtesy Photo

 Comanche Nation Diabetes Awareness Program & Fitness Center 
kicked off the very first day of the Beginners Strength Training on January 7.
 The Beginners Strength Training is an 8-week class.  The class will 
meet every Tuesday and Thursday at 9:30 a.m. located at the Fitness Center.  
Faith Pablo, trainer, and Leslie Neconie, fitness coordinator, will lead the par-
ticipants in resistant band strengthening, chair exercises,  line dances, step 
classes, Tai Chi just to name a few.
 The benefits of the Beginners Strength Training is to build muscle 
that will help ward off age-related muscle loss, keep your bones strong, pro-
mote mobility and prevent falls.
 Each week the participants will receive an incentive for completing 
the week’s strength training also a healthy snack and drink.

Diabetes Awareness 
Program Kicks Off  

Beginners Strength Training

Participants in the Comanche Nation Diabetes Awareness Beginners 
Strength Training gather at the Comanche Nation Fitness Center in Law-
ton for the 8-week class.
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Programs

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/ News Staff

KEEPING EACH OTHER WARM. On January 10, the Comanche Nation Environmental Offices and 
the Injury Prevention team held their 2nd Annual Coat Drive. After having a successful turnout back 
in December, 2019, they made the decision to host another event at the beginning of the 2020 year. This 
event was an even better success, not just from the donations that were acquired but as well as the at-
tendance. This time around the office, decided to host the event later in the day, this way people who had 
to work were able to come to the event and find themselves or a loved one a coat. They are very proud 
to announce that over 66 families were in attendance, and that over 300 coats were dispersed, not just 
to tribal members, but to the public as well. For all the donations that did not find a home that day, the 
Comanche Nation Environmental offices created a “clothes closet” that will be stocked and kept all year 
round with house hold items such as the coats and clothes, that will also be open to all tribal members 
as well to the public. They would like to give their gratitude and most graceful appreciation to everyone 
who had a part in donation items and helping set up the event and drop off locations (The Native Hippie 
in Lawton & Cross Roads Baptist church in Elgin Okla.,) for allowing them to set up their recycle boxes.

,

 Please note as of February 
1, there will be a price increase in 
the contact lens prices due to the in-
creased cost from their vendor.  ABB 
Optical Group. 
 They greatly appreciate 
your business and hope you under-
stand their need to Implement this 
increase.  They still offer their lowest 
wholesale prices to their customers! 
 The Optometry office is cur-
rently under construction remodeling 
their front office. They apologize for 
any inconveniences. They are still 
open from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday-
Friday.  They have so many eyeglass-
es to select from they have to make 
some changes for the new Designer 
Eyewear.
 If you get your eye exam at 
the I.H.S. Optometry you can bring 
your RX to their office to order your 
eyeglasses.
1. You must be a Comanche 
Tribal member and have a C.D.I.B. 
to use the Comanche Nation Optom-
etry Assistance Program.  They assist 
with $130 toward your eyeglasses, 
you will be responsible for your bal-
ance. 
2. If you are a Diabetic and 
you have an application with the Co-
manche Nation Optometry Program.  
You will use their Assistance Pro-
gram.  They assist with $130 to any 
Comanche Nation Tribal members, 
and they service any tribe in the 7 
county service area.
3. They do not let tribal mem-
bers use their C.D.I.B. for their chil-
dren.
4. They do accept other tribe’s 
that assist their tribal members with 
their eyeglass assistance program. 
 They will be at the Coman-
che Nation Oklahoma City Outreach 
Friday, February 21 from 10 a.m. to 3 
p.m.
 Tribal members need to 
bring:
1. C.D.I.B
2. License or State I.D.
3. Copy RX 
 They accept money orders 
and debit/credit cards only. 
 For more information con-
tact the Optometry Office at (580) 
699-5386.

Optometry’s Price Increase Comanche Museum
 Open House

 On December 21, 2019 the 
Comanche Nation Museum had their 
Open House located at 701 NW Fer-
ris Ave Lawton, Okla. Mary Pennah 
(pictured above) receives an auto-
graph from Comanche artist Joyce 
Harris at the Comanche National 
Museum and Gift Shop Open House. 
Last minute Christmas shoppers were 
treated to refreshments and great 
sales in the gift shop.  The Comanche 
National Museum Gift Shop is open 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 
a.m. to 4:30 p.m., and on Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 1:45 p.m.  Admission 
to the Museum is always free. 

Courtesy Photo

The Comanche Nation 
News

TCNNPIO

Follow the 
Comanche 

Nation Public 
Information Office:

comanchenationpio
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Culinary Corner

Recipes for Home Cooking

Ingredients
• 1/4 Cup butter, divided dough

Cream Puffs
Ingredients

• 2 (3.5 ounce) packages instant 
vanilla pudding mix

• 2 Cups heavy cream
• 1 Cup milk
• 1/2 Cup butter
• 1 Cup water
• 1/4 Teaspoon salt
• 1 Cup all-purpose flour
• 4 Eggs

Directions
1. Mix together vanilla instant pud-

ding mix, cream and milk. Cover 
and refrigerate to set.

2. Preheat oven to 425* degrees F 
(220 degrees C).

3. In a large pot, bring water and 
butter to a rolling boil. Stir in 
flour and salt until the mix-
ture forms a ball. Transfer the 
dough to a large mixing bowl. 
Using a wooden spoon or stand 
mixer, beat in the eggs one at 
a time, mixing well after each. 
Drop by tablespoonfuls onto an 
ungreased baking sheet.

4. Bake for 20 to 25 minutes in 
the preheated oven, until golden 
brown. Centers should be dry.

5. When the shells are cool, either 
split and fill them with the pud-
ding mixture, or use a pastry 

Quick Cinnamon Rolls

WE WANT TO SEE 
WHAT YOU ARE 

COOKING!
Send a picture of any of the recipes you 
try on the “Culinary Corner” page, 
and it will be in an issue of TCNN, and 
TCNN will mail you a gift of thanks. 
Email your name, picture, and which 
recipe you used, to: stacey.hemi-
nokeky@comanchenation.com

Comanche Word Search

FEBRUARY - POSITSU 
MUA
BLOW A KISS - MUHWITU
FLOWER - TOTSIYAA
HEART - PIHI
I LOVE YOU - U KAMAK-
UTU NU
STAMEN OF FLOWER - 
TOTSIYAA PAPIHTSIPU
SLEET - POSITSU
SNOW - TAHKABI
WINTER - KWITNETU

Word Bank

Luscious Slush Punch
Ingredients

• 2 1/2 Cup white sugar
• 6 Cups water
• 2 (3 ounce) packages straw-

berry flavored Jell-O (R) mix
• 1 (46 fluid ounce) can pine-

apple juice
• 2/3 Cup lemon juice
• 1 Quart orange juice
• 2 (2 liter) bottles lemon-lime 

flavored carbonated beverage
Directions

1. Bring the sugar, water, and 
strawberry flavored gelatin to a 
boil in a large saucepan; boil for 
3 minutes. Stir in the pineapple 
juice, lemon juice, and orange 
juice. Divide mixture into 2 sep-
arate containers and freeze.

2. Combine the contents of 1 con-
tainer with 1 bottle of the lemon-
lime flavored carbonated bever-
age in a punch bowl; stir until 
slushy. Repeat with remaining 
portions as needed. 

Easy Quiche

Ingredients
• 2 Cups milk
• 4 Eggs
• 3/4 Cup biscuit baking mix
• 1/4 Cup butter, softened
• 1 Cup grated Parmesan cheese
• 1 (10 ounce) package chopped 

frozen broccoli, thawed and 
drained

• 1 Cup cubed cooked ham
• 8 Ounces shredded Cheddar 

cheese
Directions

1. Preheat oven to 375* degrees F 
(190 degrees C). Lightly grease 
a 10 inch quiche dish. 

2. In a large bowl, beat together 
milk, eggs, baking mix, butter 
and Parmesan cheese. Batter will 
be lumpy. Stir in broccoli, ham 
and Cheddar cheese. Pour into 
prepared quiche dish. 

3. Bake in preheated oven for 50 
minutes, until eggs are set and 
top is golden brown. 

Find the Comanche words in the Word Search below. Words can be found in ALL directions. Good Luck!!!!!

• 2 Cups all-purpose flour
• 2 Tablespoons white sugar
• 2 Teaspoons baking powder
• 1 Teaspoon salt
• 3 Tablespoons butter, softened
• 3/4 Cup milk
• 1 Egg
• Filling: 1/2 Cup white sugar
• 1/2 Cup Brown sugar
• 1 Tablespoon ground cinna-

mon
• Cream Cheese Frosting: 1 Cup 

confectioners’ sugar (optional)
• 4 Ounces cream cheese, soft-

ened (optional)
• 1/4 Cup butter, softened (op-

tional)
• 1/2 Teaspoon vanilla extract 

(optional)
Directions

1. Preheat oven to 400* degrees F 
(200 degrees C). Brush a 9-inch 
square baking dish with 2 table-
spoons melted butter.

2. Whisk flour, 2 tablespoons white 
sugar, baking powder, and salt 
together in a large bowl. Work 3 
tablespoons softened butter into 
flour mixture using your hands. 
Beat milk and egg together in 
another bowl; pour into flour-
butter mixture and stir with a 
rubber spatula until a soft dough 
forms.

Slider-Style Mini Burgers

Ingredients
• 2 Pounds ground beef
• 1 (1.25 ounce) envelope onion 

soup mix
• 1/2 Cup mayonnaise

• 2 Cups shredded Cheddar 
cheese

• 24 Dinner rolls, split
• 1/2 Cup sliced pickles (option-

al)
Directions

1. Preheat an oven to 350* degrees 
F (175 degrees C). Cover a bak-
ing sheet with aluminum foil and 
spray with cooking spray.

2. Mix together the ground beef and 
onion soup mix in a large skillet; 
cook and stir over medium-high 
heat until the beef is crumbly, 
evenly browned, and no longer 
pink. Drain and discard and ex-
cess grease. Remove from heat. 
Stir the mayonnaise and Ched-
dar cheese into the ground beef 
mixture.

3. Lay the  bottoms of the dinner 
rolls on the prepared baking 
sheet. Spread the cheese and 
beef mixture on the bottom half 
of each roll. Replace the tops. 
Cover with another sheet of alu-
minum foil sprayed with cook-
ing spray. 

4. Bake in the preheated oven until 
the burgers are heated through 
and cheese melts, about 30 min-
utes. Serve with sliced pickles.

bag to pipe the pudding into the 
shells. 

3. Turn dough out onto a floured 
work surface and roll dough into 
a 1/4 inch thick rectangle. Brush 
surface of dough with 2 table-
spoons melted butter. 

4. Whisk 1/2 cup white sugar, 
brown sugar, and cinnamon to-
gether in a small bowl. Sprin-
kle 1/2 of the cinnamon sugar 
mixture in the bottom of the 
prepared baking dish. Sprinkle 
remaining cinnamon sugar over 
butter-brushed dough. Roll 
dough around filling to form 
a log; cut log into 18 rolls and 
place rolls in the prepared bak-
ing dish. 

5. Bake in the preheated oven until 
rolls are set, 20 to 25 minutes.

6. Beat confectioners’ sugar, cream 
cheese, 1/4 cup softened butter, 
and vanilla extract together in 
a bowl until frosting is smooth. 
Top hot cinnamon rolls with 
cream cheese frosting.
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Tribal Elder Wins 
Archery Award

Courtesy Photo

 Tribal elder, Delores M. 
Nestell,was taught the art of archery 
by her husband, Tim Nestell.
 In 2016, she was diagnosed 
with cancer.  She had to have surgery 
on her colon, her right kidney and 
gallbladder was removed.  Before her 
surgery she suffered a pinched nerve 
in her back, which kept her from 
walking normally.  Nestell had to use 
a walker and could not stand straight 
for at least two years.
 The Nestell family learned 
about a medical facility called the 
Laser Spine Institute.  The Institute 
used medical procedures using a la-
ser.  At the time of learning about the 
Institute, the Nestell family could not 
afford the $18,000 procedure.
 Nestell’s husband men-
tioned the situation to a friend, who 
told her son about their situation.  He 
made the operation possible.  Nestell 
was able to stand up straight and she 
was able to walk again.
 Nestell began winning 
awards at local archery shops, also 
competing at the Sooner State Games 
in Oklahoma City.
 Nestell competed in a tour-
nament called the “900.”  In this 
competition, one has to shoot at 60, 
50 and 40 yards.  Nestell also com-
peted in an event called the Southern 
Sectionals, which five states compete, 
Nestell won first place.  According to 
“Oklahoma Archer” newsletter, Nest-
ell broke the score record twice in her 
age category.
 On December 8 and 9, 2019, 

Battese Breaks Cameron 
Women’s Basketball 

Record

Courtesy Photo

 Ava Battese, Sports and Ex-
ercise Science major, is in her Senior 
season with the Cameron University 
Lady Aggies. 
 Battese recently broke the 
Cameron women's basketball all-
time SINGLE game three-point re-
cord, nailing ten shots from distance 
and finished with a career-high 30 
points. She added another accolade 
to her senior season as she joined the 
program's 1,000 Point Club on Jan. 
9. Only 11 CU women's basketball 
players have done so before.
 Last year, Battese also 
broke the CAREER record for three-
point field goals made on Jan. 12, 
2019. Please come out and support 
this young lady on Senior Night at 
the Aggie gym on Saturday, February 
22.

Mark-ha  Tsaatü  Narümu’ipü  1:9-11* 
Suni u naahkaküse’ surü Jesus suve’ Nazareth-nai 
pitünu, Galilee sokovihta nasooküninai. Sukuküse’ 
surü John hunu’ma Jordan-ka u vawühtianu. Wihnu 
suve’sü paahkutü to’ikitüküse’ surü Jesus tomovihta 
natsahwihkati tüasü Spirit-ha püpa’atu 
ku’ewóo’nihku weehkiti vuninu.  Tomonaiküse’ 
tü’apenanakatü me yühkwi: Nü Rua’ ünü, nü 
kamaküna. Tsaa nü’ ümatu nüüsukaatü. 
_________ 

* Excerpt from Mark-ha  Tsaatü  Narümu’ipü (The Gospel of Mark in 
Comanche and English), American Bible Society, 1958. Free reprints 
available upon request. 

Everyone Welcome
(Formerly called Lawton Indian Baptist Church)

LOCATION: 2502 SW B AVE., LAWTON. (EAST OF CAMERON 
UNIVERSITY AT THE CORNER OF 25th & B). 
SERVICE TIMES:  SUN: 10am, 11am.    THUR: 6:30pm 
CONTACT US:  CALL/TXT (580) 861-4274 
WEBSITE:  cbclawton.com

 JESUS SAID TO HIM, “I AM THE WAY, AND THE 
TRUTH, AND THE LIFE. NO ONE COMES TO THE 

FATHER EXCEPT THROUGH ME.” (JOHN 14:6) 

People, Places and Things Happening

Join A Walk for 
Lucas Without Limits

Courtesy Photo

 A invitation is extended to 
those who want to join Lucas Owens 
team, “Lucas Without Limits” for 
The Annual PieceWalk & 5k on, May 
2. It is FREE. The PieceWalk is Au-
tism Oklahoma’s largest annual fun-
draiser. The family of Owens chose 
this Organization because all of the 
funds raised stay in Oklahoma and 
support the lives of Oklahomans di-
rectly impacted my Autism. Owens is 
a Comanche Tribal Member. 
 There is a link you can look 
up to join his team. It is free https://
piecewalk.org/team/lucas-without-
limits/ 
 If anyone would like to do-
nate you are more than welcome. 

Healing the Spirit Round Dance Set for February 29
  Everyone is invited to the “Healing the Spirit” Round Dance which 
will be the first in Lawton, Okla. to bring big name singers from across the na-
tion. The round dance will be held on February 29, leap year, at Watchetaker 
Hall, Comanche Nation Complex. The event will start with the evening meal 
served in a potluck fashion between 4-5 p.m.   
 Prayers will be offered at the beginning and the round dance, and 
will commence around 6 p.m. through midnight. A midnight meal will be 
served to remember and honor those that have passed on, featuring prayers to 
be offered for those in mourning and grieving. The round dance will continue 
around 1 a.m. and will continue until the dancers stop dancing. 
 Their featured invited Singers include Harvey Dreaver, of Whitefish, 
Saskatchewan and Randall Paskemin, West Valley, Utah as Stick Men. They 
will be coordinating the round dance for the evening. Featured invited singers 
also include Jermaine Bell of Ethete, Wyoming; Chase Sayer, Piapot, Sas-
katchewan; Irvin Keeswood and Derrick Keeswood Jr, Hogback, NM.; and 
Jamon Paskemin, Winnipeg, Manitoba. Their Southern featured invited sing-
ers include Kelly Cable and Cheevers Toppah. They invite everyone to come 
and sing and/or dance the night away and heal your spirit. 

Nestell and her husband competed 
in the World Archery Indoor Star 
Tournament in Yukon, Okla.  Nest-
ell won First Place in the Master Fe-
male Barebow Division, her husband 
placed second in the Master Male 
Barebow category.

 Battese is the daughter of 
Angela Battese and Brian Frejo, 
Granddaughter of Russell Battese 
and Pamela Tahmahkera Battese, 
Great Granddaughter of Carl and Vi-
ola Tahmahkera and the Great Great 
Granddaughter of Eve Tooahimpah 
Watchetaker. 

Nestell

Battese

Owens
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Comanche Nation Housing Authority 3rd Annual 
Safety Poster Contest Winners

Contestants Submitted Posters Promoting Safety

K - 3rd Grade Winners

Courtesy Photo

First Place
Kalian Niedo

Courtesy Photo

Second Place
Amelia Mammedaty

Courtesy Photo

Third Place
Liian Mammedaty

4th - 6th Grade Winners

Courtesy Photo

First Place
Abrianna Richarson

Courtesy Photo

Second Place
Jonah Wahnee

Courtesy Photo

Third Place
Michael Hoahwah

7th - 8th Grade Winners

Courtesy Photo

First Place
Kaleb Plata

Courtesy Photo

Second Place
Dezirae Monoessy
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Military News
Submitted by Lanny Asepermy/CIVA

Continued on Page 13 

CIVA Seeking 
Candidates for 

Princess
 Nominations are be-
ing sought for the 2020-21 Co-
manche Indian Veterans Asso-
ciation (CIVA) Princess. The 
position is from Armed Force 
Day 2020 to Armed Forces 
Day 2021.  Candidates must be 
an enrolled member of the Co-
manche; a direct descendant of 
a Comanche veteran; be of un-
impeachable character; never 
married or co-habituated with 
no children; between the ages 
of 13-17 years at the time of 
selection; and must provide 
own regalia.
 Candidates must pro-
vide a copy of their CDIB, a 
5x7 photo in regalia and a bio 
to Lanny Asepermy at P.O. 
Box 247, Apache, OK 73006 
no later than March 31. Inter-
views will be conducted dur-
ing monthly meeting on April 
7, in the Comanche Veterans 
Patriot Room.

Courtesy Photo

The current princess is Trin-
ity Rae Ahtone.

CIVA Activities 
and More

CIVA Officers 2020-21
 The election of the 
five leadership positions of 
the CIVA was held during the 
December 12, 2019, monthly 
meeting in the New Confer-
ence Room. Only active CIVA 
Comanche veterans can hold 
office and only active CIVA 
Comanche veterans are al-
lowed to vote for the election 
of the Officers. 
 Kevin Pohawpat-
choko was reelected for his 
second consecutive term as 
Commander and third term 
overall (he was Commander in 
2006-07); John McClung was 
elected as the Vice-Command-
er; Dominic Pawlowski was 
elected as the Secretary; Lan-
ny Asepermy was reelected as 
the Treasurer (he has served 
as Treasurer and Secretary 
numerous times); and Clif-
ford Red Elk was reelected at 
the Sergeant at Arms. All were 
unopposed – all are combat 
veterans. Appointments for the 
Veterans and Auxiliary Quar-
termasters; Auxiliary Leader; 
Color Guard Coordinator; 
Public Information; Chaplain; 
Military Marker Coordinator; 
and Historian will be made by 
the Commander at the January 
2, meeting. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA Officers for 2020-21 
from front to rear: Com-
mander, Kevin Pohawpa-
tchoko; Vice Commander, 
John McClung; Secretary, 
Dominic Pawlowski; Trea-
surer, Lanny Asepermy; and 
Sergeant at Arms, Clifford 
Red Elk. 

 Pohawpatchoko re-
tired from the Navy and Navy 
Reserve after serving from 
1988-08, earning the grade 
of Quartermaster First Class. 
His military service includes 
combat tours in Iran (Op-
eration Praying Mathis) and 
Iraq twice. He is one of only 

three Comanches awarded the 
Combat Action twice. Pohaw-
patchoko has been an active 
member of the CIVA from 
2006-08 and from 2016 to 
present. He is 58 years old. His 
parents are the late Calvin Sr. 
(1925-79) and Velma Apauty 
Pohawpatchoko (1926-97). 
Pohawpatchoko’s wife, the 
former Shirley Kaulaity, is the 
Auxiliary Leader and Auxil-
iary Quartermaster. They live 
in Cache.
 McClung served in 
the Army from 1988-93. and 
OK Army National Guard 
from 1993-96 and 2007-19, 
earning the rank of Sergeant 
First Class. He is a three-war 
combat veteran who served 
in the Gulf (with the 2nd Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment), 
Iraqi (with the 45th Fires Bri-
gade) and Afghanistan Wars. 
McClung is the only Coman-
che to be awarded both the 
Combat Action Badge and 
Combat Action Ribbon. He 
was also awarded the Bronze 
Star. McClung has been an ac-
tive member of the CIVA since 
July 2019. He is 52 years old. 
He is the son of Jimmie and 
Lena Chibitty McClung. His 
grandparents are the late Mead 
(1917-02) and Norene Saupit-
ty Chibitty (1919-00). He and 
his wife, the former Laurice 
Jones, live in Indiahoma.
 Pawlowski is a re-
tired Active Guard Reserv-
ists (AGR) who served in the 
Marine Corps from 1992-95 
and OK Army National Guard 
from 1995-19 earning the rank 
of Sergeant First Class. He is a 
combat veteran of the Iraqi War 
having served with the 45th 
Fires Brigade.  His awards in-
clude the Meritorious Service, 
Army Commendation and 
Army Achievement Medals he 
was awarded each four times. 
Pawlowski has been an active 
member of the CIVA since 
August 2019. He is 43 years 
old. His parents are Thaddeus 
and Carol Shelton Pawlowski. 
Pawlowski’s grandparents are 
the late Lamont and Wynema 
Waysepappy Shelton. He is 
the great-grandson of the late 
Esther Waysepappy. His wife, 
the former Lisa Blakesly, is an 
active member of the Auxil-
iary. They live in Sterling.
 Asepermy served 
in the Army from 1966-90 
earning the rank of Sergeant 
Major. He was awarded the 
Combat Infantryman Badge 
while serving with the 1st Bri-
gade, 5th Infantry Division in 
Vietnam and only one of two 
Comanches awarded the Le-
gion of Merit. Asepermy has 
been an active member of the 
CIVA from 1995-00 and 2002 
to present. During his ten-
ure with the CIVA has served 
as the Secretary, Treasurer, 
Color Guard Coordination, 
Quartermaster, Historian and 
Public Affairs. He is 73 years 
old. Asepermy was raised 
by his grandparents, the late 
George Sr. (1908-92) and Hat-
tie Jones Asepermy (1907-84). 
His mother is the late Ruth 
Asepermy Myers (1926-17).  
Asepermy’s wife, the former 
Shelley Klinekole, is a former 
Auxiliary Leader and an active 
member of the Auxiliary. They 
live in Apache.
 Red Elk served in the 
Army from 1968-70 earning 
the rank of Specialist Four. 
He is a combat veteran of the 
Vietnam War and was award-
ed the Combat Infantryman 
Badge while serving with the 
25th Infantry Division. Red 
Elk has been an active mem-
ber of the CIVA since 2017. 
He is 70 years old. His parents 
are the late William Jr (1925-
73) and Noma Mae Smith Red 

Elk (1925-00). He and his 
wife, the former Carol Pfeifer, 
live in Cache.
 A Christmas gather-
ing was held at the home of 
Kent and Mindy Tomah on 
December 14, 2019. The gath-
ering began with a welcome 
by Commander Kevin Po-
hawpatchoko, George Red Elk 
gave the opening prayer and a 
presentation to the CIVA from 
LTC Nicholas Konieczny, the 
French Liaison Officer on Fort 
Sill followed. LTC Koniec-
zny presented the CIVA with 
a 24x30 framed print of the 
landing at Omaha Beach in ap-
preciation to the CIVA for his 
Guest Speaker roll during the 
2019 Armed Forces Day Ban-
quet. A meal followed. After a 
gift exchange, Red Elk closed 
the gathering with a blessing. 
Eight veterans, ten Auxiliary 
and twelve guests attended the 
gathering.

Courtesy Photo

Kevin Pohawpatchoko, 
Nicholas Konieczny, Nona 
Mihecoby, George Red Elk 
and Lanny Asepermy.
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CIVA members and guests. 

 On December 18, 
2019, the Korean War Veter-
ans Association (KWSA) in-
vited the CIVA to their annual 
Christmas dinner at the Law-
ton New Light UMC. Kevin 
and Shirley Pohawpatchoko, 
Clifford and wife Carol, Rich-
ard Sapcutt, John McClung 
and Liz and Bob Plata attend-
ed the dinner which included a 
delicious meal, entertainment 
and a gift exchange. 
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Standing on left are Rich-
ard Sapcutt, John McClung, 
Clifford Red Elk and seated 
second from left Liz and Bob 
T. Plata. KWVA commander 
Aaron Boon is standing third 
from right. 

 On December 21, 
2019, Lanny Asepermy, Rich-
ard Sapcutt, John McClung, 
Dominic and Lisa Pawlowski 
attended the 2nd Second An-
nual Apache Native American 
Warrior Society Pow-wow at 
the Comanche Community 
Center in Apache. 
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Dominic Pawlowski, Jacob 
McClung, John McClung 
and Lisa Pawlowski during 
Gourd Dance Session at the 
CCC-Apache.

 The January monthly 
meeting was held on the 2, in 
the Patriot Room. Nine veter-
ans, eight Auxiliary, the Prin-
cess and two guests were pres-
ent. 
 The meeting opened 
with a blessing by George 
Red Elk and Pledge to Alle-
giance led by Princess Trin-
ity Ahtone. A meal provided 
by Shelley Asepermy and Liz 
Plata followed. 
 Birthday recognition 
for January included Ahtone 
(Jan 20) and George Red Elk 
(Jan 29); 
 The 2020-21 offi-
cers Kevin Pohawpatchoko, 
Commander; John McClung, 
Vice Commander; Dominic 
Pawlowski, Secretary; Lanny 
Asepermy, Treasurer; and 
Clifford Red Elk, Sergeant at 
Arms) were sworn-in by for-
mer Commander George Red 
Elk. 
 After the roll call, the 
December 12, 2019 minutes, 
the December 2019 Treasurer, 
and December 2019 Veterans 
and Auxiliary Spoils reports 
were passed. 
 Old business includ-
ed the Color Guard commit-
ment for the Indiahoma high 
school homecoming basket-
ball on January 31; Homecom-
ing for Task Force Comanche 
(961st Engineer Battalion) on 
February 22 in Seagoville, 
Texas; and Co-host for a Sol-
dier Dance for SFC (Retired) 
Michael Nestell at the Co-
manche Community Center in 
Apache.  
 New business were 
the appointments, by the Com-
mander, of Shirley Pohawpat-
choko as the Auxiliary Leader 
and Auxiliary Quartermaster; 
Lanny Asepermy and Ron 
Parker as the Co-Historians, 
Asepermy, Ramonah Davis, 
John McClung and Clifford 
Red as Color Guard Coordi-
nators, Asepermy as Veterans 
Quartermaster and Public Af-
fairs; George Red Elk as the 
Marker Placement Coordina-
tor and Davis and Lyman Guy 
as Chaplains. 
 The meeting ad-
journed at 8:27 p.m.
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Kevin Pohawpatchoko, John 
McClung, Dominic Paw-
lowski, Lanny Asepermy 
and Clifford Red Elk taking 
the Oath of Office as newly 
elected Officers of the Co-
manche Indian Veterans As-
sociation.
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CIVA Princess, Trinity Ah-
tone, and former CIVA 
Commander, George Red 
Elk, celebrating their 17th 
and 72nd birthday. 

Army Paratroopers
 Comanche member 
Private Tahtziltoey Elina Lou-
ise Sarah Mithlo enlisted into 
the Army on July 14, 2019. 
She completed her Basic and 
Advanced Individual Train-
ing, as a Combat Engineer, at 
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. She 
then became only the second 

Comanche female soldier to 
complete Airborne School at 
Fort Benning, Ga. The other 
Comanche female soldier is 
Lieutenant Colonel (Retired) 
Rhonda Williams. 
 During Basic Train-
ing she qualified as a Rifle 
Marksman and was the second 
soldier (out of 200) to com-
plete the grueling 12-mile road 
march. After Basic Training 
she was awarded the National 
Defense Service Medal and 
Army Service Ribbon. She 
is currently assigned with the 
20th Engineer Brigade, XVIII 
Airborne Corps at Fort Bragg, 
N.C. 
 PVT Mithlo is the 
great-great granddaughter of 
Essapunna (Asepermy), the 
great granddaughter of Bill 
Watson and Lavina Chasenah 
Mithlo, the granddaughter 
of Melvin and Hilda Mithlo 
and the daughter of Tsistone 
Mithlo and John Wetselline 
of Apache. Her father, John 
Wetselline, served in the Army 
from 1991-98 and two of her 
great uncles, Harry and Eu-
gene Mithlo, are also Army 
veterans.
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PVT Tahtziltoey Mithlo 
proudly holding her Para-
chutist Badge (Jump Wings).
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PVT Mithlo at 
Fort Campbell, KY

 The United States 
Army Airborne School, also 
known as Jump School, con-
ducts basic paratrooper train-
ing for the US Armed Forces. 
It is operated by the 1st Battal-
ion (Airborne), 507th Infantry, 
US Army Infantry School at 
Fort Benning, Ga. The school 
is open to troops of both gen-
ders from all branches of the 
military, ROTC and allied mil-
itary personnel. All students 
volunteer to attend the school. 
About 14,000-16,000 students 
attend Airborne School annu-
ally – the attrition rate is about 
17%.  
 The first jump was 
made on August 16, 1940, 
from a converted Douglas 
B-18 Bolo bomber by LT Wil-
liam T. Ryder and PVT Wil-
liam N. “Red” King as they 
became the first officer and en-
listed man to make an official 
jump as paratroopers in the 
US Army. Currently “Jump 
School” is a three-week physi-
cally demanding school and 
consists of a Ground week, 
Tower week and Jump week. 
A soldier must complete five 
jumps, including at least one 
night jump and one fully 
equipped jump. 
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Ten members of the Air-
borne “Test Platoon” pre-
paring to make the first 
American parachute jump 
on August 16, 1940. LT Wil-
liam Ryder is in front of the 
formation and PVT William 
King is the second from the 
left.
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Associate CIVA Member, 
Ramonah Davis, preparing 
to make a fully equipped 
(135 lbs) night jump – Davis 
made 52 jumps during her 
military career. 

 The first “combat 
jump” was on November 8, 
1942, when 556 “Sky Troop-
ers” landed in Algeria during 
Operation Torch. The largest 
“combat jump” was on Sep-
tember 17, 1944, when 14,019 
troopers jumped into Holland 
(7,250 from the 82nd Airborne 
Division and 6,769 from the 
101st Airborne Division) dur-
ing Operation Market Garden. 
In all “combat jumps” have 
been made in France (2); Hol-
land (2); Italy (5); Tunisia (1); 
Algeria (2); the Philippines 
((5); New Guinea (3); Germa-
ny (1); South Korea (6); South 
Vietnam (7); North Vietnam 
(1); Laos (4); Cambodia (1); 
the Congo (1); Grenada (3); 
Panama (2); Iraq (6); and Af-
ghanistan (4).  The last “com-
bat jump” was on July 3, 2004, 
during Operation Enduring 
Freedom in Afghanistan. 
Many High Attitude, Low 
Opening (HALO) jumps have 
also been made into combat 
zones. 
 In addition to Mithlo 
and Williams, there are but a 
handful of Comanches that 
have earned “Jump Wings.”  
The first to earn their “Jump 
Wings” were SGT Melvin 
Myers in 1942 and PFC John-
nie Rivas in 1943. Both were 
members of the 82nd Air-
borne Division when they 
were killed in action in June, 
1944, in Normandy, France. 
Other Comanches to earn their 
“Jump Wings” include Nabor 
Villicana (also in 1943); Ro-
land Russell; Wilbur “Duke” 
Red Elk Ellis; Paul Tate Sr.; 
brothers Cloyce “Chuck” and 
Eric Choney; Johnny Tiddark; 
Edwin Chappabitty Jr;  Ken-
neth Hernasy; Patrick Craig, 
Kyle Smith; brothers Michael 
and William Waddle; Wil-
liam Clark Southard; Anthony 
Beasley; Charles Eatmon, 
Mark Woommavovah, Mi-
chael Squire and Harley Val-
dez. There may be others that 
haven’t been documented. 
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Continued from Page 10

The First Fighting 
Soldiers From the 

Sky
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First, second and third Co-
manche Paratroopers:  Mel-
vin Myers 1942, Johnnie 
Rivas 1943 and Nabor Villi-
cana 1943.
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Roland Russell 1954
54 jumps
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Wilbur Red Elk Ellis 1955
HALO qualified, 200+ jumps
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Paul Tate Sr., 1966
29 jumps

 Three of the above 
mentioned Comanche Sky 
Soldiers earned the elite Mas-
ter Parachutists Badge. They 
were Eric and Cloyce Choney 
and Wilber Ellis.  The crite-
ria for this award includes 
completion of the Jumpmaster 
Course, participation in a mini-
mum of 65 jumps including 25 
jumps in combat equipment, 
four night jumps (including 
one as the Jumpmaster), five 
mass tactical jumps and serve 
as the Jumpmaster in 33 non-
combat jumps or one or more 
combat jumps. Both Ellis and 
Eric Choney retired as Mas-
ter Sergeants and spent their 
entire military service as para-
troopers.  MSgt Choney was 
also a Parachute Rigger.

Courtesy Photo

Jumpmaster Cloyce Choney 
with Master Parachutists 
Badge.
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Jumpmaster Eric Choney 
with Master Parachutists 
Badge.

 By coincidence on 
December 31, Lanny Aseper-
my met an active duty Co-
manche soldier at the Nation 
Complex. The soldier is Har-
ley Valdez. 
 He enlisted into the 

Vernon Griffin 
Funeral

 Vernon W. Griffin, 
Police Chief of the Comanche 
Nation from 2007-19, passed 
away on December 6, 2019 in 
Paducah, Ky. He was 65 years 
old. Funeral services were 
held at Milner & Orr Funeral 
Home in Paducah on Decem-
ber 11 – his final resting place 
is at the Roselawn Cemetery 
in his hometown of Bardwell, 
Ky.
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Griffin
 Three members of the 
Comanche Nation Police De-
partment, Paul Reed, Dell Gal-
loway and Chris Kennedy, and 
two members of the Coman-
che Indian Veterans Associa-
tion (CIVA), Lanny Asepermy 
and Ramonah Davis, provided 
a funeral detail for the family. 
The detail departed the Co-
manche Nation Police Station 
on mid-morning of December 
10, 2019 and arrived back in 
the early morning of Decem-
ber 12, 2019 after a 1,400 mile 
round-trip and 21 hours of 

driving. The Air Force provid-
ed the pallbearers, firing squad 
and casket flag presentation 
detail. MSgt Griffin’s nephew, 
Conrad Cash, played taps.
 During the funeral, 
Davis opened with a prayer, 
Major Paul Reed presented 
comments on behalf of the Co-
manche Nation Police Depart-
ment, Asepermy had the Air 
Force song played, read MSgt 
Griffin’s military bio, had a 
recorded Comanche hymn 
played and conducted a roll 
call and the funeral detail pre-
sented final honors (a salute).
 MSgt Griffin and his 
wife, Carol, moved to Paducah 
in July 2019, to help care for 
his mother, Emma. His chil-
dren, Michael and Jennifer 
are from Lawton and Cache. 
His sister, Joanna Cash, and 
brother, Paul Griffin, are from 
Kentucky. 
 MSgt Griffin retired 
from the Air Force after serv-
ing, with Honor, from Febru-
ary 1974 to March 1998 (24 
years and 1 month). MSgt 
Griffin completed Basic Train-
ing at Lackland AFB, Texas 
and served as a Security Po-
liceman, Training Manager, 
First Sergeant, Civil Engineer 
and Superintendent. He gradu-
ated from the NCO and Senior 
NCO Academies. His duty 
stations included Grand Forks 
AFB, N.D.; Kincheloe AFB, 
MI; Little Rock AFB, Ark.; 
Washington D.C. and overseas 
at Volkel AB, the Netherlands; 
and Andersen AB, Guam. 
 On April 30, 1975, 
he served in direct support of 
Operation Frequent Wind, the 
evacuation of Saigon, Viet-
nam. He also served in direct 
support of Operations Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm dur-
ing the Gulf War. 
 His awards include 
the Meritorious Service with/1 
Bronze Device; Commenda-
tion with/2 Bronze Devices; 
Achievement; Good Conduct 
with/1 Silver Device; Na-
tional Defense Service witn/
Bronze Service Star; and Hu-
manitarian Service Medals; 
NCO professional Military 
Education with/2 Bronze De-
vice; Longevity with/3 Bronze 
Devices; Small Arms Expert 
Marksmanship; and Training 

Army on January 8, 2016, and 
is currently assigned to the 1st 
Battalion, 2nd Brigade, 502nd 
Parachute Infantry Regiment, 
101st Airborne Division at 
Fort Campbell, Ky. He com-
pleted Basic, Advanced Indi-
vidual Training (as an Infan-
tryman) and Airborne School 
at Fort Benning, Ga. His cur-
rent rank is Sergeant.  
 SGT Valdez also 
completed Air Assault School 
at Fort Campbell.  He is await-
ing orders for Fort Bragg, 
N.C., where he will be attend-
ing the Civil Affairs and Medic 
courses for the next two years. 

Ribbons; and the Air Force 
Outstanding Unit Award. 
 It is noted that MSgt 
Griffin was the great grandson 
of Chebahtah, the first Coman-
che to serve in the military 

from 1880-84 and a veteran of 
the Indian Wars and the grand-
son of William Leonard Che-
bahtah a World War II veteran. 
His late father, Harold Wayne 
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Lanny Asepermy, nephew Conrad Cash, daughter Jennifer 
Griffin, Paul Reed, sister Joanna Cash, widow Carole Grifin, 
Chris Kennedy, brother Paul Griffin, mother Emma Che-
bahtah Griffin, Dell Galloway, son Michael Griffin and Ra-
monah Davis.
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Paul Reed, Lanny Asepermy, Chris Kennedy, Dell Gal-
loway and Ramonah Davis displaying the colors of the 
U.S., Comanche Nation, Oklahoma, Air Force and CIVA.
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Obituaries
Thomasine Wermy Ross

Ross
Courtesy Photo

 Graveside funeral service 
for Thomasine Wermy Ross, 69, 
Lawrence, Kansas was January 6, at 
Memory Lane Cemetery in Anadarko 
with Lance Silverhorn officiating.  
Burial took place at Memory Lane 
Cemetery in Anadarko, Oklahoma 
under the direction of Comanche Na-
tion Funeral Home.
 Ross passed away Decem-
ber 2, 2019, at Select Specialty Hos-
pital in Kansas City, Kan.
 Ross was born on April 
15, 1950, in Lawton, Oklahoma, the 
daughter of Fred and Ruth (Hunt-
Segar) Wermy.
 Survivors include her hus-
band, Stanley Ross of the home, sons, 
Aaron and Lucas Ross, brother, Jef-
frey Wermy, Sister, Margo Knifechief 
and numerous grandchildren.

Gary Dewayne Kowena 
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Kowena
 Gary Dewayne Kowena, 66, 
went to his heavenly home on De-
cember 17, 2019.
 Funeral Service was De-
cember 20, 2019, at Comanche Na-
tion Funeral Home Chapel with Keith 
Sanderson officiating. Interment fol-
lowed at a later date. Services are 
under direction of Comanche Nation 
Funeral Home. 
 Kowena was born Decem-
ber 3, 1953, to Aldeen Codopony 
Kowena in Indiahoma at the family 
home. He grew up and attended Indi-
ahoma Public Schools. He worked 20 
years for Schlegel Factory in Fred-
erick until he medically retired. He 
enjoyed playing various instruments 
many self-taught, listen to oldies and 
just visiting with family and friends. 
He was a member of the Comanche 
Nation. 
 He is survived by his broth-
er Weldon and wife Georgia Kowena 
of Albuquerque, nephews, Michael 
Kowena of Albuquerque, DeWayne 
and Charlie Kowena of Lawton; 
great nephew, Ethan Kowena. Cous-
ins; Glenna Sue Chance and husband 
Jerry of Indiahoma, Cathy Russell, 
Denise Wood and Aunt Rhoda Tate 
Nevaquaya and numerous other fam-
ily members and friends. 
 He was preceded in death 
by his mother, Aldeen Codopony 
Kowena; three brothers, Frank, 
Clem and Richard Kowena; and his 
grandmother, Tachey Codopony. 
Lola Codopony, Mae Bigbow, Anna 
Mae Lonetree, Cody Sorrow, Flor-
ence Conwoop, Dick Codopony, Bill 
Codopony and Luetta Wood

Wesley Pewewardy 
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Pewewardy 
 Wesley Pewewardy, 82, 
passed away January 1. 
 Funeral Service was Janu-
ary 7, at Watchetaker Hall at the Co-
manche Nation Complex with Rev. 
Bill Foote and Tina Baker officiating. 
Burial with military honors followed 
at Otipoby Cemetery under direction 
of Comanche Nation Funeral Home. 
 Prayer Service was Janu-
ary 6, at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home Chapel. 
 Pewewardy was born on 
February 8, 1937, at Lawton Indian 
Hospital to Ella Pewewardy. He lived 
all his life in the Richard Spur area. 
He married Janice Totite in July of 
1963 in Wichita Falls, Texas. They 
had two children; Terri Lynn and 
Curtis. Janice passed away in Febru-
ary of 2008. 
 Pewewardy served in the 
United States Army Reserves March 
1959 To October 1964 earning the 
rank of Private First Class. He took 
his Basic Training at Fort Chaffee, 
AR and was assigned as Personnel 
Clerk with HHC, 41st Infantry, 2nd 
Armored Division at Fort Hood, 
Texas from October 1961 to March 
1962. He was on Stand-by Reserves 
when called to Active Duty during 
the Cuban Crisis. He was assigned as 
a WENCH Operator on a supply ship 
with the 238 Transportation Com-
pany at Camp Leroy Johnson at New 
Orleans, Louisiana. He worked for 
the Department of the Army Civilian 
Service at Fort Sill for 37 ½ years. He 
worked as an Illustrator, Visual Infor-
mation Specialist and Supervisory 
Computer Graphics Illustrator, where 
he earned numerous awards for his 
work including the Department of 
Army Achievement Medal for Civil-
ian Service. While working at Ft. Sill, 
Pewewardy attended classes at Cam-
eron University and graduated May 
of 1982 with a Bachelor’s of Science 
in Business. 
 Pewewardy was a proud 
member of the Comanche Nation of 
Oklahoma. He enjoyed taking his 
mother to yard sales on Saturdays 
and taking her to church on Sundays. 
He enjoyed spending time with his 
family, especially his granddaughter 
Marquela. Most of Marquela’s cous-
ins and friends called him “grandpa” 
and he treated them as such. He 
played softball and basketball for 
many years in the Oklahoma area. 
He coached women’s softball for 
twenty-two years. During this time, 
his team won many tournaments 
throughout Oklahoma. They also 
won the Nation All-Indian Women’s 
Fast Pitch Tournament in Albuquer-
que, New Mexico, 1983 and in 1988 
his wife Janice was inducted into the 
Oklahoma Softball Hall of Fame. 
 He is survived by his broth-
er Garner Pewewardy and wife Doris 
of Sand Springs, daughter Terri Lynn 
and son in law Byron Geimausaddle 
of Lawton, Granddaughter; Marquela 
Pewewardy of the home and daugh-
ter in law Sonya Palmer of Carnegie, 
He was preceded in death by his 
mother Ella Pewewardy, wife Janice 
and son Curtis Pewewardy. 

Colin R. Tahahwah 

Tahahwah 
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 Colin R. Tahahwah, 43, 
went to his heavenly home on Janu-
ary 1.
 Funeral Service was Janu-
ary 6, at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home Chapel with Ray Tahahwah Jr. 
officiating under direction of Coman-
che Nation Funeral Home. 
 Prayer Service January 5,  at 
the Funeral Home Chapel.
 Tahahwah was born Febru-
ary 4, 1976, in Chicago Ill., to Re-
becca Tahahwah. He was raised in 
Chicago and Minnesota and moved 
to Oklahoma at the age of 17.  He 
received his high school diploma 
and went on to study Culinary Arts 
becoming a Chef. He loved cooking 
for his family and they loved eating 
the many dishes he created for them. 
He enjoyed playing chess, basketball 
and fishing.  He was a member of the 
Comanche Nation of Oklahoma. 
 He is survived by his mother 
of the home; Rebecca Tahahwah, wife 
Chivon Tahahwah, children; Devin 
Tahahwah and companion Rhylan 
Coker, Fabian Tahahwah, Aliciana 
Paddyaker and Blane Tahahwah of 
Lawton.  Brothers; Reuben Mon-
tanez and Holden Montanez. Grand-
father Jerome Tahhahwah,  Aunts and 
Uncles; Eileen Tahahwah, Ray Gene 
Tahahwah Jr.  Mary Lasley, Pat-
rick Tahahwah, Jeanine Tahahwah. 
Grandchildren; Faiten Paddyaker and 
Dreylan Tahahwah, Numerous other 
family members and friends. 
 He is preceded in death by; 
Great Grandmother Daisy Mae Smith 
Tahhahwah, Great Grandfather Hor-
ace Whitebreast, Grandparents; Ray 
Gene Tahahwah Sr. and Colleen Mil-
dred Whitebreast Tahahwah, Aunt 
Deborah Ann Tahahwah Corbine, 
Great Aunts; Melba Shemayme,  
Fern Seaboy, Delmar Whitebreast 
and Maria Nicholi.

Carolyn Sue Laporte
“Pinky”
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Laporte
 Carolyn gained her heaven-
ly dancing shoes January 4, in Okla-
homa City with her beloved family 
by her side. 
 Funeral Service was Janu-
ary 14, at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home Chapel with Rev. Bill Foote 
officiating. 
 Visitation was January 13, 
at the Funeral Home Chapel 
 Laporte was born in Law-
ton June 6, 1955, to DeRoy and Eliza 
Wallen. She was an immense daddy’s 
girl and living the best life. As the 
oldest Pinky was adored by many, 
especially to cousin Cyndi George. 
Native girl Pinky befriended Emma 
Jean Woodall who remained friends 
for of 55 years. She attended Will 
Rogers Elementary where her pas-

sion for music was discovered. She 
attended Central Middle School, and 
later graduated from Lawton High 
School class of 1974. In high school 
she was in Band, Bowling Club, 
all plays and assemblies, Library 
Club and DECA. She was a mem-
ber of the Comanche Nation being 
a descendant of Chief Esa-Rosa and 
Wow-Way. Our Dancing Queen was 
a hardworking woman, she devoted 
20 years to Crockett’s Smoke House, 
as well as fifteen plus years at Home 
Depot. She was Extraordinary, Fear-
less, Phenomenal, Resilient, Coura-
geous, Affectionate, Funny, a Caring 
Mother, a Loving Grandmother, a 
Free Spirit and a Beautiful Soul. She 
loved traveling and spending time 
with her family. 
 Laporte leaves to cherish 
her legacy her wonderful daughters; 
Lisa Freeman, Melinda Laporte (Ita-
li) Carmen Laporte and Amanda Lion 
(Steven). Four beloved sisters; Patri-
cia “So-So” Lyles, Lori Hurt, Brenda 
Soliz, Trella Johnson and Brother 
Randall “Randy” Lyles. Ex-Husband 
Carlos Lion, Six incredible grand-
children; Savon Laporte-Biggins 
Sr (Jazzmin), Giavonta “Gia” Wal-
len (Rhea), Petraj Traj” McDonald 
(Susan), Montel Freeman, Shontel 
Freeman, Verdell “Pinky” Freeman, 
Shricea “Rece” Lopez, countless ex-
tended family members like Shaun-
tilize Newson, Shaynikko Newsom, 
Demetrius “Meechie” Addison, Pro-
myse Horne, Freeman “Booh” Epps, 
and Jazzi Car Jamie Newsom (John-
nie), Miranda Subirias, Karen John-
son and son Marcus Lewis. Seven 
magnificent Great-Grandchildren; 
Passion White, Naomi Wallen, Savon 
“Phats” Laporte-Biggins Jr. Kehlani 
Mireya-Inez Freeman, Jodeci Wal-
len, Zayden Flores. Extended Greats; 
Jah’Zariah “Toot” Newsom, Aivah 
Hill. She also leaves a host of nieces, 
nephews, cousins and friends.
 She is preceded in death by 
her father DeRoy and mother Eliza as 
well as her biological mother Naomi 
Whitewolf-Lyles. She reunited with 
Juan Ortega, Demetirus “Meechie” 
Addison and gran pup A.B. “Ankle-
Biter” Laporte-Biggins.

Geraldine Eckiwaudah 
Blue 

Courtesy Photo

Blue 

 Geraldine Eckiwaudah 
Blue, 75, Anadarko passed away Jan-
uary 5, with her loving family by her 
side. 
 Funeral Service was Janu-
ary 9, at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home Chapel with Tina Baker offici-
ating. 
 Blue was born October 
5, 1944, in Lawton to Nathan and 
Mary (Hoag) Eckiwaudah. She en-
joyed playing Bingo, cards, watch-
ing TV Shows, going shopping, jok-
ing around with family and friends. 
Spending time with her grandkids 
and eating at Truck Stops. She was a 
member of the Comanche Nation. 
 She is survived by her chil-
dren; Kimberly Glover and Roy 
Phillips Jr. of Anadarko, Lola Hark-
ness of Lawton, Michael and Tami 
Starr of the home and Trisha Starr of 
Sapulpa. Siblings; Doris Oliver and 
Meredith “Mary” Austin. Ten Grand-
children and 21 Great Grandchildren. 
Numerous other family members and 

friends. 
 She is preceded in death 
by her parents; Brothers; Nathanial, 
Gene, Larriel, Gerald, sisters; Cath-
ryn, Nathanline, Elizabeth, sons; No-
ble Ray, and Richard and Husband 
Shorty Blue. Son-in-law Brad Hark-
ness.

Verna Lois “Sue” Mason

Courtesy Photo

Mason
 Verna Lois “Sue” Mason, 
81 years of age, went to her heavenly 
home on January 5, at St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Tucson, Arizona, with her 
loving family by her side.
 Funeral Service was Janu-
ary 13, at Watchetaker Hall with 
Gene Sovo and Albert Plumley of-
ficiating.  Burial followed at Little 
Washita Cemetery under the direc-
tion of Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home.
 Prayer service was January 
12, at Watchetaker Hall.
 Mason was born on May 10, 
1938, in Lawton. She graduated from 
Lawton High School and received a 
Bachelor’s of nursing degree from 
the University of Texas at Arlington. 
She raised her family in Arlington 
and then pursued her nursing career 
in Tucson, Ariz. Mason was a full 
blooded member of the Comanche 
Nation and a descendant of Chief 
Quanah Parker. She was also a mem-
ber of the Walters Service Club and 
a former Comanche Homecoming 
Princess.
 Mason liked to attend pow-
wows, and especially loved to com-
pete in Golden Age Buckskin divi-
sion. She loved sewing cloth dresses, 
shawls and sharing her knowledge of 
these skills with others. She was an 
avid fan of Dallas Cowboys, Arizona 
Diamondbacks and University of 
Arizona Wildcats. She was a lifelong 
fan of OU Sooners in all sports! She 
was great frybread maker and was 
complimented by many. Mason was 
the self-proclaimed Bingo Queen of 
Desert Diamond Casino of Tucson.
 Mason is survived by 
daughters: Monica Mason of Tucson, 
Ariz.; Miriam  &  Norbert Svitak of 
Arlington; Melvin  Mason, Jr. & Ra-
chel Lopez of Lawton; Mason was 
blessed with 24 grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren; sisters: Karen 
Monetathchi Kaulaity, and Penny 
Beaver both of  Lawton; Cheryl Lew-
is, of Oklahoma City,  Becky Mone-
tathchi of Kentucky; Kaylene  & Erik 
Kimple of Cali.; Georgia Kaulaity 
and Elaine Kihega both  of Norman; 
special niece, Susan Manuel; Sue 
was greatly loved by a host of nieces, 
nephews, grandchildren and special 
friends.
 Mason was preceded in 
death by her parents: Edgar Mon-
etathchi Sr. and Bertha (Parker) 
Monetathchi; brothers Jeffrey Mon-
etathchi and Edgar Monetathchi Jr.; 
son, Brent Allen Monetathchi; two 
nephews: Forney C. Beaver & Edgar 
Monetathchi, III.; twin sister Vivian 
Joyce Monetathchi.

Continued on Page 13
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Milestones

Happy 21st Birthday
Marcos Estrada Avila

February 2

Happy Birthday 

February 2- Marcos Estrada Avila
February 5- Gwendolyn Brink-
man (71)
February 5- Marcelline Soto
February 5- Nancy Nauni (61)
February 5- Timothy Laurenzana
February 9- Debra Akoneto Knox 
(61)
February 9- Rance Hood 
February 10- Harold Ray Yeah-
quo
February 11- Romona Laurenza-
na
February 16- Mary Pollard 
February 18- Dean Toppah
February 20- Amber Tiddark
February 21- Ruben Koassechony
February 24- Edwin Ray Akoneto
February 24- Norman “Sonny” 
Nauni, Jr.
February 25- Cole Cook
February 25- Marshall Powell
February 27- Jan Stumblingbear   

Happy Birthday
Timothy Laurenzana

February 5

Happy Birthday
Romona Laurenzana 
Bledsoe February 11

Happy Birthday
Dean Toppah 
February 18

Happy Birthday
Amber Tiddark

February 20

Happy Birthday
to my Uhdahboy, 

Vincent Wolfe from 
your old, ugly Momma.  

February 23

In Loving Memory 
Mary Jo Tahsuda 

Wardeski
One year ago the Lord opened his 
arms and welcomed you to your 
Heavenly Home. We miss you 

dearly and you will be forever in 
our hearts. 

Husband, Arno E. Wardeski Daugh-
ter, Julie Marie & Travis Hoover, 

Summer & Lee Nault with Ayden & 
Brandan, Ashley & Daniel Kraham 

with Briseis & Saphira, Afton & 
Laramie Luttrell with Adalynn, Axel 

& Layken

Marriage 
Announcement

Pricilla & Wesley 
Stillwell

January 20, 2020
Marriage

It’s a partnership between two 
people who decide to take the adven-
ture of life together sometimes crazy, 
sometimes routine, lots of times fun, 

but Always worth it.

Happy 12th Birthday
Ruben Koassechony

February 21

Comanche Nation News
March-Milestone

Deadline~ February 15
Email: 

candace.todd@comanchenation.com 
Mail: 

Comanche Nation/PIO P.O. Box 908 
Lawton, OK 73501 

Contact: (580) 492-3621

Bryan Gene 
Tahdooahnippah 

Courtesy Photo

Tahdooahnippah
 Bryan Gene Tahdooahnip-
pah, 40, went to his heavenly home 
on January 9.
 Funeral Service was Janu-
ary 16,  at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home with Sue Burgess and Jan 
James officiating. Burial followed at 
Cache KCA Cemetery under direc-
tion of Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home. 
 Prayer Service was January 
15, at the funeral home chapel. 
 Tahdooahnippah was born 

Charlie Nelson 
 Charlie Nelson a loyal, 
proud (NUMUNU) Comanche Na-
tion Member, passed away on January 
2. Nelson was born on May 30, 1955, 
he was 64 years old. Nelson was the 
Grandson of Frank and Maude Red 
Elk. His Mother was Francis Marie 

Red Elk.  Nelson’s Comanche Name 
is, “Atetewuthtakewa.”
 Prayer Service was January 
5, at the Walters, Oklahoma Coman-
che Nation Community Building. 
Funeral Service was January 6, at the 
same location. Interment was at the 
Walters Cemetery. 
 Nelson was a natural ath-
lete, he excelled in Wrestling and 
Football in his Junior High, High 
School and College years. 1972, Nel-
son was an All Stater in Wrestling 
and Football at Bear Creek High 
School, Lakewood, Colorado. He 
earned numerous scholarships and 
honored his 1973-1974 scholarship 
at Mesa College in Colorado. Nelson 
continued his education at Haskell, 
Lawrence, Kansas. In 1978, Nelson 
and “Fisty” Fawbush became a cou-
ple and from this union of 15 years 
they had; Rhianna Marie, Nehi and 
Sallie Frances Nelson. Nelson was 
a hard working contractor who was 
the main constructor of fencing for 
all ¼ acre HUD Homes built in the 
8 county jurisdiction of Southwest 
Oklahoma. His crew of Elrod, Rick 
and himself were noted to have built 
and stretched over 500 miles of wire 
structures. Later in his life he teamed 
with Otis Tahdooahnippah and sur-
veyed lands throughout America.
 Nelson was known as a Man 
of the Land. Later in life, Nelson co-

December 21, 1979, in Lawton to 
George Poahway and Alice Tahdoo-
ahnippah. He grew up in Cache and 
graduated from Cache High School. 
He was a welder by trade. He enjoyed 
fish, golf and work on bicycles. He 
loved spending time with his family. 
He was a member of the Comanche 
Nation. 
 He is survived by his wife 
Patricia Sutton Tahdooahnippah, 
children; Alicia Fay Tahdooahnip-
pah, Aaliyah Marie Tahdooahnippah, 
Alexia Marie Sutton and Alissa Rae 
Tahdooahnippah. Parents; Alice Tah-
dooahnippah and George Poahway, 
Siblings; Yolanda “Yoyo” Tahdoo-
ahnippah, Tonya Marie “Taco” Tah-
dooahnippah, Doni Poahway, George 
“Jay” Poahway Jr., Ryan Gene “Red” 
Apauty, Lindsay Jo Poahway . Many 
Nephews, Nieces, Aunts, Uncles and 
friends. 
 He is preceded in death by 
son Bryan George Poahway, Grand-
parents, Uncles, Aunts. 

joined with Carol Jay of Fort Cobb, 
Oklahoma who stuck by his side 
through sickness and health for over 
20 years. Nelson enjoyed everyone he 
was in contact with and would never 
turn down showing anyone submis-
sion holds, be it strangers, grandkids, 
brothers and especially any enemy. 
Nelson was beyond proud of Neph-
ew “Comanche Boy” and his profes-
sional fighting career. “War Journey 
Songs known as 49 Songs will not be 
the same without the presence of Nel-
son, his own WAR HOOP should live 
forever in his memory.” 
 Nelson leaves behind his 
Daughter, Rhianna Marie Nelson, 
Son, Nehi Nelson, Daughter, Sallie 
Frances Nelson, Daughter, Halana 
Jay and Daughter, Ciara Kaywaykla. 
His Younger Brothers; William Nel-
son, Sr. and James Paul Nelson. Nel-
son’s Grandchildren; Jeriah Nelson, 
Cayla Nelson, Wilson Nelson, Al-
ton Johnson, Rivers Johnson, Tocsi 
Johnson, Jacoby Toahty, Emerson 
Eckiwauduh, Kameron and Taylor, 
Summer and John Jay. Great Grand-
children; Tobyas, Zaya, Leighton and 
Zaydain. 
 Left behind are Special 
Brothers, Elrod Monoessey, Neal 
Monoessey, Berkey Monoessey, 
Rick Tossee Stewart, Nolan Tahdoo-
ahnippah, Otis Tahdooahnippah, Big 
George Tahdooahnippah, Big Dean 

Martinez and way too many that have 
gone on before him. Nelson loved all 
nieces, nephews, grandchildren and 
great grandchildren who only knew 
“Uncle Charlie” as their own. His 
kinships went far and wide and he 
only knew them as immediate family.
 He was proceeded in death 
by: Mother Marie Red Elk Nelson, 
Brother Roderick, Brother Ronald 
“Butch” Nelson, Twins Doris Janelle 
& Lloyd Van Nelson, Sister Delita 
Marie Nelson and Nephew Dennis 
“DJ” Sindone.

He Only Takes The Best

A heart of gold stopped beating.
Two shinning eyes at rest.

God broke our hearts to prove to 
us, 

He only takes the best.

God knows you had to leave us,
but you didn’t go alone,

for part of us went with you,
the day he took you home.

To some you are forgotten,
to others just part of the past,

but to us who loved and lost you,
the memory will always last.

Continued from Page 12
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Vigil Held for Ci’Lena Deloney 
Three Years After her Murder, the Case Remains Unsolved

By Melissa Scavelli/Fox 25 News /Monday, January 20th 2020

 Members of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women chapters 
from across Oklahoma are talking about creating a state chapter. Over the 
weekend (of January 19), the groups said having a centralized chapter would 
connect chapters and help expedite the process of sharing information when 
individuals go missing.
 Sunday, Jan. 19, members selected their first state chapter president, 
Carmen Thompson, who worked with the MMIW Indian Capital in Anadarko.
Member Shelby Ross said a state chapter gives the group " one specific person 
that everybody else in the state can go to, that law enforcement can work with, 
that whenever we know someone's missing or has been murdered or there's 
any type of situation, that we can go to that one person and they can disperse 
that information out to everybody."
 Now that Thompson has been named president, the chapter will fo-
cus on filling the rest of their board positions and their upcoming trip to the 
Oklahoma State Capital where they will lobby for bills.

 The family of Ci'Lina Bell-Deloney, with the help of the Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women’s 
Southwest Chapter, held a vigil on the anniversary of her death, January 16, at Watchetaker Hall. Both family and 
friends gathered to show their support and love for Deloney.
 “We are not here to mourn the death of Ci’Lina, but to celebrate her life, and remember the beautiful angel 
she was. Her smile could light up a room. She had a giving heart, and never hesitated to help anyone in need,” said 
Carla Nowell, Deloney’s great aunt.
 Marla Nauni, sung Comanche hymns for the family, and told the family to look to Ta Ahpu for comfort.
  Several people took the floor to give comforting words to the family, and the Lord’s Prayer was performed 
by Mercedes Banderas, Angelina Steinmeyer, and Arlene Schonchin.
 It's been 3 years, on January 16, 2017, since the body of 21-year-old Deloney was found on Paint Road in 
Comanche County. As of press time, her murder is an unsolved case at the Comanche County Sheriff’s Department. 
Her family and friends have been looking for answers since then, to see the murderer put to justice, and to find clo-
sure. 
 “It’s been a living hell for the last three years,” said Renea Toahty, Deloney’s mother, in an interview. 
“There’s no pain like it in the world. I wake up every morning remembering that my daughter is gone forever. These 
monsters are still walking around in our community. They’re still free out there. Somebody knows something. What 
if this was your daughter?”
 If you have any information about this case please call the Comanche County Sheriff’s Department at (580) 
353-4280, or Crime Stoppers of SWOK at (580) 355-INFO. You could be eligible for a cash reward if your tip leads 
to an arrest and charges are filed. Remember, your tips can remain anonymous.

A billboard off of I-40 urges anyone 
who knows information about the 
death of Ci’Lena Deloney to please 
call the Comanche County Sher-
iff’s Department.

The family of Ci’Lena Deloney stands next to Angelena Steinmeyer, who 
speaks about her aunt, on January 16 at Watchetaker Hall. It has been 
three years since Deloney’s life was tragically taken, and her case re-
mains an unsolved murder.

Story and Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Missing & Murdered Indigenous 
Women Create State Chapter

 Violence is the third leading cause of death for 
Native women between 10 and 24 years of age and the 
fifth leading cause of death for women 25 to 34 years. 
Today, American Indian women face murder 10 times 
the national average according to the Department of 
Justice.
 In a 2016 Department of Justice report, Rosay 
(2016) indicated in the lifetime of American Indian/
Alaskan Native women, 56.1% have experienced sex-
ual violence, 84% physical violence, and 53.6% severe 
physical violence. Of those Indigenous women, 66% 
had experienced psychological violence and 49% had 
experienced stalking (Rosay, 2016). Of the women re-
porting experiencing violence in their lifetime, 97% 
reported at least one incident of violence perpetrated 
by a non-AI/AN and 96% reported at least one incident 
of sexual violence perpetrated by a non-AI/AN (Rosay, 
2016).

ALARMING 
FACTS 

About the 
Violence 

Against Native 
Women
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Happy New YearHappy New Year
Over 1,000 people attended the Prevention and Recovery

Program’s Family Friendly New Year’s Event that had Activities 
and Fun for All Ages.

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Comanche Nation Princess, Ashleigh Mithlo, plays the role of Mary, while participants of the Prevention and Recovery Program play the roles of the 
Joseph, the Shepherds, and the Wise Men, during the play “A Native Christmas Story,” on December 23, 2019.  A performance done about the first 
Christmas, according to the Bible with a Native theme. Participants of the Comanche Nation Prevention and Recovery Program also sang a series of 
Christmas Carols for the final performance of the night.

A Native Christmas Story
Comanche Nation Prevention and Recovery Program’s First Christmas Play 

Photos by Paula Karty/News Staff

Comanche Nation Princess, 
Ashleigh Mithlo and Devin Toahty, 
play the roles of Mary and Joseph, 
in the play A Native Christmas 
Story, a program presented by the 
Comanche Nation Prevention and 
Recovery.

Comanche Nation Princess, 
Ashleigh Mithlo, does the Lord’s 
Prayer in sign language to begin 
the play, A Native Christmas Story.
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