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The following dates have been selected by the CBC for the 2019 Per 
Capita distributions:

• Per cap – Tuesday, November 12th
• Elder’s Day – Friday, December 13th

Note that Monday, November 11th is Veteran’s Day (Federal Holi-
day) and most financial  institutions will be closed.  

Reunions, Celebrations,
 and Memorials

Memorial Garden 
Dedicated to 
Missing and 
Murdered 

Indigenous Women 

Quanah Parker 
Day Celebrated in
Quitaque, Texas

Comanche 
National Museum 

Receives State 
Recognition for 

Excellence
 The Comanche Nation-
al Museum and Cultural Center 
(CNMCC) has received statewide 
recognition for excellence from the 
Oklahoma Museums Association 
(OMA).  CNMCC received a “Best 
Exhibit” award for the 2019 Coman-
che Nation Fair Exhibit, Unmasking 
the Truth: The History of the Coman-
che Language.  OMA also presented 
CNMCC with an “Honorable Men-
tion” for the artists brochure that ac-
companied the 2019 exhibit Nanahtu-
anuu: A Father and his sons. CNMCC 
has received 38 awards of excellence 
since opening in 2007.
 The awards were presented 
on September 19, at OMA’s annual 
fall conference in Durant, Okla.  
 Presented annually, the 
OMA Awards recognize outstanding 
achievement by museums and indi-
viduals throughout the state during 
the past year. Award categories in-
clude exhibitions, promotional piece, 
publication, web site, newsletters, 
conservation projects and education 
programs.  Oklahoma Museums As-
sociation supports Oklahoma muse-
ums in their efforts to educate, inform 
and entertain.

 The U.S. Department of 
Justice found that Native women 
face murder rates that are more than 
10 times the national average, and 
homicide is the third leading cause 
of death among 10-24 years of age, 
and the fifth leading cause of death 
for Native and Alaska Native women 
between 25-34 years of age. Center 
for Disease Control and Prevention 
Homicide. Four out of five Native 
women will experience some type of 
assault during their lifetime.
 These alarming statistics 
were the foundation of Geneva Had-
ley’s vision of establishing a Missing 
and Murdered Indigenous Women 
(MMIW) memorial garden. With 
the support of the Comanche Nation 
leadership, a garden was created at 
the Comanche Nation Complex, and 
was dedicated on September 5. 
 Hadley is the President of 
the MMIW-Southwest Oklahoma 
Chapter. The Southwest Chapter of 
Missing and Murdered Indigenous 
Women (MMIW) was established in 
2017, during a national crisis involv-
ing Savanna LaFontaine-Greywind. It 
was during this time that the epidemic 
began to sweep the nation involving 
missing and murdered women, yet 
this ordeal has been happening much 
longer than any of us know. Many of 
these cases have never been solved 
and are still sitting on a shelf-col-
lecting dust, others have not received 
proper justice. It is with this train of 
thought which has inspired the chap-
ter to bring awareness to the public 
and our tribal leaders.
 “I have been working  on 
this for about a year in my head, said 
Hadley. “It takes a lot of steps for it 
to happen. I want to help all women 
of all tribes. The first thing I had to 
do was get to the support of  my tribe 
first. If I can get my tribe to be sup-
portive, then I can reach out to other 
tribes. The garden came about be-
cause This is one way for us to show 
our respect, and honor them. Its hard 
to listen to the families, hearing all 
the details, its really heartbreaking.  
I thought this is one way to bring 
awareness to our community, to our 
tribal members, is to honor them with 
a memorial garden. I am thankful we 
have leadership that is supportive of 
us, and I am delighted our Tribal Ad-
ministrator has given us her support.”
 Hadley added she wants the 
memorial garden to be a place where 
the families can come and lay a 
wreath or a painted rock, just to come 
and pray for their loved one that are 
missing or murdered. 
 Comanche Nation Vice 
Chairman, LaNora Parker, attended 
the event and said she supports the 
MMIW SW Chapter. 
 “I am glad to be here to 
give our tribal ladies support for all 
the missing and murdered mothers, 
daughters, little sisters, children and 
grandchildren,” said Parker, during 
the dedication ceremony. 
 Tribal Administrator, Phyllis 
Attocknie, said she also supports the 
group.
 “One of the things about this 
organization I feel strongest about is, 
if you see the names of some of these 
children and women that brought 
these group of people together to give 

Story and Photos by Jolene Schonchin/
News Staff

See MMIW GARDEN, Page 11
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An array of events took place 
throughout the month of Septem-
ber to reunite, celebrate, and re-
member.  CLOCKWISE FROM 
TOP: Former Comanche Nation 
Princess and Miss Indian Okla-
homa - Shelby Mata, Jr. Comanche 
Nation Princess 2018-2019- Rita 
Monoessy, Miss Shoshone Ban-
nock Princess 2019-2020 - Stormie 
Perdash, Alexandria Alverez - Sho-
shone Bannock Tribe, and Taylor 
Thomas - Shoshone Bannock Tribe, 
perform the Lord’s Prayer in front 
of the Comanche Nation Fair Tipis 
Sept. 17, during the Shoshone Lan-
guage Reunion at the Comanche 
Nation Complex. RIGHT: CIVA 
Auxiliary member, Tavia Toralba 
Scalp Dances during the Sept. 14 
KCA Veterans Powwow in Law-
ton, Okla.  BOTTOM: Don Parker 
sings a Numu Kuhtsu Song during 
the Sept. 14 Quanah Parker Day 
Celebration at Caprock Canyon 
State Park near Quitaque, Texas. 
LEFT: The Numunu Nahmi Ballet 
Group cuts the ribbon, Sept. 5, to 
officially dedicate the Missing and 
Murdered Indigenous Women’s 
Memorial Garden at the Coman-
che Nation Complex. See stories of 
all the events in this month’s edi-
tion.

 The first ever celebration of 
Comanche leader Quanah Parker was 
celebrated in Quitaque, Texas, Sept. 
14, as a result of Texas legislator and 
signed by Governor Abbot, , making 
the second Saturday in September 
“Quanah Parker Day,” throughout the 
state.
 A group of Comanche lead-
ership, royalty and singers traveled to 
the Lone Star State to help celebrate 
the Comanche leader who will al-
ways be remembered for his loyalty 
and leadership in perhaps one of the 
most pivotal times in American his-
tory.  
The day began with a Welcome Re-
ception. Bob Saul, Executive Direc-
tor for the My Comancheria Institute 
began the 
 “Quanah Parker will be 
celebrated the second Saturday in 
September for the next 10-years,” 
explained Saul. “Quitaque is a very 
special place in history. There are six 
canyons. Palo Duro is the northern 
canyon. Next to that is Tulia Canyon 
is located on the edge of it. You have 
the Quitaque Canyons, and there are a 
lot of them, and that is where the Cap 
Rock State Park is located, and that is 

Story and Photos by Jolene Schonchin/
News Staff

See QUANAH PARKER DAY, Page 2

Courtesy Photo
Carney Saupitty receives award on 
behalf of the CNMCC.
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Quanah Parker Day
Continued from Page 1

COMANCHE HYMN SINGING 
TUESDAY, OCT. 22, 6PM 

EVERYONE WELCOME 

LOCATION:  
COMANCHE NATION ELDERLY CENTER 

1107 SW H AVE., LAWTON  

NO CHARGE. MEAL PROVIDED. 

Everyone Welcome

(Formerly called Lawton Indian Baptist Church)

AND THEY SANG A NEW SONG, SAYING, “WORTHY ARE YOU TO TAKE 
THE SCROLL AND TO OPEN ITS SEALS, FOR YOU WERE SLAIN, AND BY 
YOUR BLOOD YOU RANSOMED PEOPLE FOR GOD FROM EVERY TRIBE 
AND LANGUAGE AND PEOPLE AND NATION…” (REVELATION 5:9)  

LOCATION: 2502 SW B AVE., LAWTON. (EAST OF CAMERON 
UNIVERSITY AT THE CORNER OF 25th & B). 
SERVICE TIMES:  SUN: 10am, 11am.    THUR: 6:30pm 
CONTACT US:  CALL/TXT (580) 861-4274 
WEBSITE:  cbclawton.com      FACEBOOK: @cbclawton

the place where the official state bi-
son herd of Texas is located. To the 
south of here is Blanco Canyon. And 
to the south of there is Yellow House 
Canyon. And way down by Lubbock 
is a canyon called Ransom Canyon. 
Those six canyons were the place 
Quanah Parker’s band, the Quahada 
Band, ranged, from this area, and as 
far south as Vernon. This was their 
home. We are here to remember the 
man who led the Quahada Band from 
the nomadic lifestyle of hunting the 
bison to the reservation. The Quaha-
da Band was the last band to go to the 
reservation, but Quanah looked to the 
future, not the past. He was broken 
hearted, but he said ‘We must learn 
new ways.’”
 LaNora Parker, Vice-Chair-
man of the Comanche Nation, and 
the great-granddaughter of Quanah 
Parker, addressed the audience. 
 “I am very emotional right 
now because this is such a powerful 
meaning, not only to my family, the 
Parkers, but for the Comanche Na-
tion as a whole. There is a saying in 
the Native American culture, the hon-
or of one is the honor of all, and when 
the State of Texas honored Quanah 
Parker, it also honored the Comanche 
People, so I am very thankful for that. 
I am thankful for my heritage, and 
how we have worked very hard as a 
family and as a Nation, to keep our 
culture and our history, our songs and 
our dances, because it tells the story, 
it tells the world who we are.”
The afternoon of celebration con-
tinued at Cap Rock State Park, near 
Quitaque, where the beautiful land-
scape of the canyons, enhanced the 
festivity of stories and dancing. 
 Don Parker, great grandson 
of Quanah Parker, told the audience 
how when he came to see the buffalo 
earlier that day, he sung a song to 
them. 
 “My grandpa Ray taught me 
this song. The song is about a crip-
pled buffalo. He was crippled, but he 
would get back up and keep going. I 
asked if the buffalo made it. He told 
me they never found that buffalo.”
 Comanche Nation Prin-

cess, Ashleigh Mithlo, along with 
Arlene Schonchin, the American In-
dian Catholic Outreach Princess, and 
Modesto Schonchin, demonstrated 
some dances to the audience.
 Family members of Quanah 
Parker talked about how he was a 
rancher, a judge, a sheriff, and a lead-
er of the Native American Church, 
to name a few. He led the Quahada 
band of Comanche through a time 
of intense cultural conflict and later 
helped his people overcome the chal-
lenges of changing their whole way 
of life.
 “Leadership is serving oth-
ers, and that is what he did,” said 
Lanora Parker. “The told the Coman-
che’s to try to make a good transition 
and adapt to a new way of life, a dif-
ferent way of life, but to never forget 
who you are. You are Comanche.”
 “He was not only a leader, 
but he gave us choices,” said Jaquetta 
McClung, great granddaughter of 
Quanah Parker. “He gave us choices 
to go to a secular school or a church 
Protestant school. He let the mis-
sionaries build a mission church and 
he went to Cache, and because they 
wouldn’t let his kids go to school, 
he started a school. I graduated from 
that mission school, and learned all 
those bible verses. He gave us the 
choice of the spiritual part of our life. 
He started the Peyote religion and the 
same missionaries, he let them build 
a church in the same area as the wild 
life refuge. He gave us choices about 
our spirituality and he gave us choic-
es about our education, and it still af-
fects us today.”
 Don Parker followed by 
saying he also went to the mission 
church and it was not until he gradu-
ated from high school, he wanted 
to learn about the Native American 
Church. 
 “The tipi way is a good way. 
Quanah lived that way. We are going 
to put a tipi up at the Star House and 
pray for its restoration.”
 The celebration ended with 
a dinner and Guest Speaker Bill 
Neely talking about his book, “The 
Last Comanche Chief: The Life and 
Times of Quanah Parker.”

 A deligation of Comanches traveled to Quitaque, Texas, Sept. 14, to help celebrate the inaugural Quanah 
Parker Day. Texas Governor, Greg Abbott, declared the second Saturday in September will be Quanah Parker 
Day for the next 10 years. The family of Quanah Parker shared stories and songs with the audience, and singers 
and dancers showcased a glimpse of the Comanche culture.

Modesto Schonchin and Arlene Schonchin lead the Two 
Step Dance at Cap Rock State Park durng the Quanah 
Parker Day Celebration.

Comanche Nation Princess, Ashleigh Mithlo, 
dances in downtown Quitaque September 14.

Comanche singers, from left, Berkey Monoessy, Comanche 
Business Committeeman No. 1, June Sovo, Kevin Sovo Sr., 
and Kevin Sovo Jr.

Comanche Nation Vice Chairman, 
LaNora Parker, greets the citizens 
of Quitaque, Tx, at the Quanah 
Parker Day Celebration.

Bill Neely, authur of The Last Co-
manche Chief: The Life and Times 
of Quanah Parker.”

The Texas State Bison Herd is lo-
cated at the Cap Rock Canyon 
State Park.

COMING IN THE NOVEMBER 
EDITION OF THE COMAN-

CHE NATION NEWS:
2019 COMANCHE NATION 

FAIR
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Committeeman No. 1
June Sovo
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Diana Doyebi

Committeeman No. 3
Ronald Red Elk
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THE COMANCHE

NATION NEWS
The award-winning Comanche Nation 
News, the official communication of the 
Comanche Nation, is available at no charge 
upon request. The deadline to submit infor-
mation for the November edition is 5 p.m., 
October 15. Donations to help cover the 
cost of printing and mailing are welcome.

Contact:
The Comanche Nation News

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908

Telephone: (580) 492-3381
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: pio@comanchenation.com

TCNN Staff
• Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-

porter, Photographer- Email: jolene.
schonchin@comanchenation.com 
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382

• Paula Karty, Assist. Editor, Re-
porter, Photographer- Email: Paula.
Karty@comanchenation.com–Tele-
phone Number–(580)492-3383

• Stacey Heminokeky, Reporter/
Photographer- Email: stacey.hemi-
nokeky@comanchenation.com–
Telephone (580) 492-3385

• Candace Todd, Administrative 
Assistant- Email: candace.todd@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number (580) 492-3621

• News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

• Photographs will be copied and 
will become the property of TCNN. 
To return original photographs, send 
a self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

• The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. The Passings/
Obituaries are submitted by the 
Comanche Nation Funeral Home or 
by tribal members on a funeral home 
letterhead. The Milestones Page 
is for tribal members only. TCNN 
publishes all services conducted by 
The Comanche Nation Funeral Home 
without discretion. Obituaries are 
written for tribal members only.

• TCNN will print a Comanche orga-
nization’s annual event flyer once 
free of charge as a courtesy to our 
tribal organizations. The guidelines 
for flyer submission are: Pow-wow 
flyers have to be from an established 
Comanche organization. There has to 
be contact person and number on the 
organization’s annual flyer.

• We reserve the right to edit all 
material. Letters or articles that 
contain libelous information, slan-
der, or personal attacks will not be 
printed. Letters to the Editor must 
be signed with a legible name, and 
have a 1,500 word limit. The letters 
to the editor or articles contained 
in the The Comanche Nation News 
does not reflect the views or opin-
ions of the PIO staff.

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

Government

comanchenationpio

Editor’s Note: This is an over-
view of the September 7, Coman-
che Business Committee Monthly 
Meeting and not the official min-
utes. To obtain a copy of the offi-
cial minutes, call the Office of the 
Chairman, (580) 492-3251.

 Chairman, William Nelson 
Sr, called the meeting to order at 10 
a.m.
 Secretary-Treasurer, Robert 
Tippeconnie, conducted Roll Call. A 
quorum was established with all Co-
manche Business Committee (CBC) 
members present. 
 Nelson, called upon Tribal 
member, Mark Wauahdooah., to be-
gin the meeting with the invocation.
 A motion made to approve 
the minutes of the August CBC 
meeting by Vice Chairlady, LaNora 
Parker, made the motion. It was sec-
onded by Secretary-Treasurer, Rob-
ert Tippeconnie. The motion carries 
6/0/1.

Resolutions
 No. 120-19 Enrollment List 
No. 1134. Applicants Approved for 
Comanche Tribal Membership.
 CBC No. 4, Clyde Narcom-
ey, made the motion to approve. CBC 
No. 2, Diana Gail Sovo-Doyebi,  sec-
onds the motion. The motion carries 
6/0/1.
 No. 121-19 Enrollment List 
No. 1135. Applicants Approved for 
Comanche Tribal Membership.
 Vice-Chairlady, Parker, 
made the motion to approve. Secre-
tary-Treasurer, Tippeconnie, seconds 
the motion. The motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 122-19 Enrollment List 
No. 1136. Applicants are Ineligible 
for membership with the Comanche 
Nation. 
 CBC No. 4, Narcomey made 
the motion to approve. CBC No. 1, 

 Twenty-Two Resolutions Were Passed 
During the September CBC Monthly 

Meeting
By Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

June Sovo, seconds the motion. The 
motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 123-19 Enrollment-638 
Contract Renewal.
 CBC No. 4, Narcomey 
made the motion to approve. Secre-
tary-Treasurer, Tippeconnie seconds 
the motion. The motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 124-19 Social Servic-
es-638 Contract Renewal.
 Vice-Chairlady, Parker 
made the motion to approve. CBC 
No. 1, Sovo seconds the motion. The 
motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 125-19 Higher Educa-
tion-638 Contract Renewal.
 CBC No. 2, Sovo-Doyebi  
made the motion to approve. Secre-
tary-Treasurer, Tippeconnie,  seconds 
the motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 126-19 Law Enforce-
ment-638 Contract Renewal. 
 CBC No. 1, Narcomey, 
made the motion to approve. CBC 
No. 2, Sovo-Doyebi seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 127-19 Court-638 Con-
tract Renewal. 
 CBC No. 1, Narcomey 
made the motion. Secretary-Treasur-
er, Tippeconnie seconds the motion. 
The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 128-19 Higher Edu-
cation-Boone-Apache Partnership. 
Boone-Apache Indian Parent Com-
mittee is providing the Comanche 
Nation the opportunity by contract-
ing as the local Indian local Educa-
tion agency to assist, operate, and 
monitor the Title VI Indian Education 
Programs within a jurisdiction ser-
vice area  of the Comanche Nation. 
WHEREAS the Comanche Nation 
has determined it will seek to operate 
these programs with funds provided 
from the Boone-Apache Indian Par-
ent Committee as the local Educa-
tion agency. The Comanche Nation 

Higher Education will agree to part-
ner with the Boone-Apache Indian 
Parent Committee.
 CBC No. 1, Narcomey 
made the motion. Secretary-Treasur-
er, Tippeconnie  seconds the motion. 
The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 129-19 Law Enforce-
ment-Sac & Fox Contract Renewal.   
 CBC No. 1, Sovo made the 
motion. Vice-Chairlady, Parker sec-
onds the motion. The motion carries 
6/0/1.
 No. 130-19 Transportation-
Adding Routes to Tip. 
 Parker, made the motion. 
Tippeconnie, seconds the motion. 
The motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 131-19 Caregivers-
Amend Guidelines. The initial guide-
lines for the program were approved. 
The Comanche Business Committee 
approves Comanche Caregivers pro-
gram revised guidelines to include 
further explanation of client needs to 
receive service. 
 Sovo-Doyebi, made the mo-
tion. Parker, seconds the motion. The 
motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 132-19 Realty-Gift 
Deed Transfer to Tribe. 
 Narcomey, made the mo-
tion. Tippeconnie, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 133-19 Realty-Amend-
ment to Fee-To-Trust. The Food Dis-
tribution Property was originally part 
of Trust Allotment but lost its Trust 
status before the Comanche Nation 
inquired the property. The Comanche 
Nation has determined it necessary to 
revise its legal description to a True 
description. 
 Sovo, made the motion. 
Narcomey, seconds the motion. The 
motion carries. 6/0/1. 
 No. 134-19 Tax Commis-
sion-Bank Signatory for City Nation-
al Bank.  
 Narcomey, made the  mo-
tion. Sovo-Doyebi, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 135-19 Tax Commis-
sion-Bank Signatory for Liberty Na-
tional Bank. 
 Narcomey, made the mo-
tion. Sovo-Doyebi, seconds the mo-

tion. The motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 136-19 Tax Commis-
sion-Amend Tax Code-Seal Protec-
tion Act. 
 Narcomey, made the mo-
tion. Sovo-Doyebi, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 137-19 Tax Commis-
sion-Amend Tax Act-Veteran Tag
 Narcomey, made the mo-
tion. Sovo-Doyebi, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 138-19 CBC- OST Sig-
natories. The Office of Special Trust-
ee requires signatories on investment 
accounts.  The CBC does designate 
the following authorize signatories: 
William Nelson Sr, Chairman, LaNo-
ra Parker, Vice-Chairlady, Secretary-
Treasurer, Robert Tippeconnie, June 
Sovo, CBC No. 1, Diana Gail Sovo-
Doyebi, CBC No. 2, Ronald Red Elk, 
CBC No. 3, Clyde Narcomey, CBC 
No. 4.
 Sovo, made the motion. 
Parker, seconds the motion. The mo-
tion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 139-19 CBC-BIA 4432 
Signatory. 
 Sovo-Doyebi, made the mo-
tion. Tippeconnie, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 140-19 CBC-To amend 
Election Policy. To determine quali-
fications of candidates nominated 
for office and conduct elected tribal 
officers of business committeeman 
pursuant to the visions of Section 2 
Article VII of the constitution.
 Sovo-Doyebi, made the mo-
tion. A voice-vote was presented:
• Parker-Yes
• Tippeconnie- No
• Sovo-No
• Sovo-Doyebi- No
• Red Elk - Yes 
• Narcomey-Yes
• Chairman -Yes
 The motion carries. 4/3/0 
 No. 141-19 CBC-To amend 
Intake application for Candidates. 
 Narcomey, made the mo-
tion. Tippeconnie, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries. 4/1/2. 
 The meeting was adjourned 
and went in to Executive Session. 
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Comanche Nation Child 
Welfare 

Looking for Foster 
Parents 

 Have you ever thought 
about becoming a foster parent? The 
Comanche Nation Child Welfare is 
in great need of foster homes for Co-
manche children that are unable to be 
with their parents due to abuse and 
neglect.  
 The Comanche Nation has 
a proportionally high number of en-
rolled/eligible for enrollment chil-
dren in the custody of the State of 
Oklahoma and throughout the United 
States.  These children are placed by 
the state in non-Native American fos-
ter homes.  If these children are un-
able to be reunited with their parents 
they will be placed for adoption.  
 The Comanche Nation In-
dian Child Welfare is unable to trans-
fer cases to tribal court without the 
tribal foster homes we so desperately 
need. To prevent the disintegration of 
Comanche families, our people must 
step forward.  
 If you have the ability to 
meet the needs of a child who is 
unable to be with their own family, 
please become a foster parent and 
help us protect and maintain the in-
tegrity of Comanche families and the 
future of the Comanche Nation.    

PRESERVE OUR NATION ONE 
CHILD AT A TIME

 Learn how to become a fos-
ter parent by calling the Comanche 
Nation Child Welfare office at (580) 
492-1140.

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

Programs
NAGPRA Receives Grant

 The Comanche Nation 
NAGPRA Department was selected 
and awarded a 2019 NAGPRA Con-
sultation/Documentation Grant for 
$81,694.00 and is now in the process 
of preparing the Final Report to close 
out the 2017 NAGPRA Consultation/
Documentation Grant. 
 The Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation 
Act is a Federal law passed in 1990. 
NAGPRA provides a process for mu-
seums and Federal agencies to return 
certain Native American cultural 
items -- human remains, funerary 
objects, sacred objects, or objects of 
cultural patrimony -- to lineal descen-
dants, and culturally affiliated Indian 
tribes and Native Hawaiian organiza-
tions. NAGPRA includes provisions 
for unclaimed and culturally uniden-
tifiable Native American cultural 
items, intentional and inadvertent dis-
covery of Native American cultural 
items on Federal and tribal lands, and 
penalties for noncompliance and ille-
gal trafficking. 
 If you have any questions 
about NAGPRA, please feel free to 
contact us at 580-595-9393 or come 
by our office and visit with us at 
#10 SW D Ave, Lawton, OK. Mar-
gie Murrow, NAGPRA Director and 
Cheevers Delgado, NAGPRA Re-
search Specialist.

Home Improvement Moves 
to Housing Authority

 Effective October 1, the 
Home Improvement Program (HIP), 
currently located at the Comanche 
Nation Complex, will be relocated 
to the office of the Comanche Nation 
Housing Authority. The Housing Au-
thority is located at 1918 East Gore 
Blvd, Lawton, OK – directly across 
the street from the Tax and Gaming 
Commission offices. 
 The new phone number is 
(580) 357-4956 and fax number is 
(580) 357-1103.  Beginning October 
1, 2019 all HIP program calls should 
be directed to the Housing Authority.  

 The Comanche Nation’s Vo-
cational Rehabilitation Program held 
their 8th Annual Disability Aware-
ness Day event on September 11, at 
Watchetaker Hall located at the Co-
manche Nation Headquarters. 
 One of the CNVR program 
objectives is to continue intensive 
community awareness of disabilities 
and expand opportunities, to educate 
tribal community members on dis-
abilities, rehabilitative services and 
employment opportunities. They 
want to increase capacity build-
ing through outreach, collaboration 
and increase skills for CNVRP staff 
and Comanche Nation program staff 
serving individuals with disabilities. 
 Upon registering  for this 
year’s event attendees were given a 
goody bag filled with promotional 
items.
 Booths were set up around 
Watchetaker Hall, providing infor-
mation on various resources to those 
in attendance. 
 A film called ‘7th Genera-
tion’ by Jim Warne was presented to 
the audience. 
 “In many ways, that’s all 
screenwriter/producer and Oglala 
Lakota Tribal Member Jim Warne 
can hope for to change the world one 
thought, one person at a time. ‘7th 
Generation’ is about Warne’s efforts 
to help Tribal Nations find a way to 
succeed in a contemporary American 
system, yet remain Indian at heart.” 
Director John L. Voth said.
 The CNVRP handed out 
evaluations regarding the event and 
presentations. The CNVRP would 
like to thank everyone who helped 
make this event a success. 
 For more information con-
tact (580) 492-3605.

Vocational Rehabilitation 
Presents the 8th Annual 

Disability Awareness Day

 Domestic violence thrives 
when we are silent; but if we take a 
stand and work together, we can end 
domestic violence. Throughout the 
month of October, advocates will be 
hosting programs all over the world 
putting forth extra efforts to raise 
awareness about how you can help 
to end domestic violence. The Co-
manche Nation Family Assistance 
Center will host our annual program 
on October 24. Also on October 10, 
they will show a short movie Domes-
tic Violence- A Cry For Help located 
inside the New Conference Room at 
the Comanche Nation Headquarters.
 For more information con-
tact (580) 492- 3590.

Family Assistance Center 
Hosts Annual Event

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

Three Officers Graduate from the United States 
Indian Police Academy

 On August 10, the Coman-
che Nation Police department had 
three officers graduate from the Unit-
ed States Indian Police Academy. The 
academy was located in New Mexi-
co. 
 Established as the U.S. In-
dian Police Training and Research 
Center, the Academy opened in Ro-
swell, New Mexico, on the site of a 
former Air Force base on December 
17, 1968. The Academy began train-
ing law enforcement officers from 
throughout the United States who 
serve tribal communities.
 Today, full-time law en-
forcement officers/instructors design 
and deliver training specific for 201 
Indian Country Justice Services needs 
for police officers, criminal investiga-
tors, correctional officers, command 
staff, and telecommunication equip-
ment operators. The Academy offers 
significant training opportunities in 
partnership with the FLETCS- Arte-
sia (NM) and Glynco (GA) Centers 
for instructor training, specialized 
courses, and e-learning courses.
 The graduated officers in-
clude:
 Clinton Gatliff, born in 
Lawton, Okla., and raised in Geron-
imo where he attended Junior High 
and High school. He went to Great 
Plains Technology Center for Auto-
motive Repair and continues his edu-
cation at Oklahoma State University 
for Automotive Engineering. Gatliff 
enlisted in the U.S. Army from 2010-
2015 when he chose to return home 
to his family and continued his auto-
motive career while pursuing train-
ing in Heating and Air Conditioning. 
He spent 1 1/2 years working for the 
Apache Hotel Casino doing HVAC 
maintenance, then chose to give the 
automotive industry another try, this 
time tinting windows and spraying 
bed liners. 
 Gatliff worked at two deal-
erships before he realized that, while 
it did pay the bills, it just wasn’t his 
passion. While working at Classic 
Chevrolet in Lawton, Okla., he got 
the opportunity to join Comanche 
County Sheriff’s Department as a 
part-time reserve Deputy, working 
up to 32-hours a week (140 hours a 
month) for free for the Sheriff. He 
had only worked for the Sheriff for a 

Pictured Above But Not In Order; Clinton Gatliff, Craig McAlhaney, 
and Billy C. Curtis. 

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

year when he realized Law Enforce-
ment was his passion. After he had 
his mind set on a full-time career in 
Law Enforcement he began eagerly 
searching for an agency to kick start 
his career. He got the opportunity to 
apply and interview with the Coman-
che Nation Police Department. With 
support and guidance from his wife, 
he did everything he could to ensure 
he was interview ready. He received 
news that he had been chosen to join 
Comanche Nation Police Department 
in January. “The experience I’ve 
gained so far has been amazing, and 
I cannot wait to see how far I can go 
with this department and career,” said 
Gatliff.
 Craig McAlhaney, origi-
nally hails from South Carolina. He 
enlisted in the U.S. Army at the age 
of 17, as a Combat Engineer. McAl-
haney attended the Citadel: The Mili-
tary College of South Carolina where 
he earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Criminal Justice in 2007.
 McAlhaney is an active 
member of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars as well as The American Le-
gion. 
 McAlhaney received a com-
mission in the U.S. Army as a 2nd 
Lieutenant and branched Field Artil-
lery following his graduation from 
the Citadel. His military career in-
cludes combat deployment to Bagh-
dad, Iraq in which he participated in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and Opera-
tion New Dawn. He left active duty 
military service in 2015 at the rank of 
Captain. 
 Billy C. Curtis, was born 
in Lawton, Okla., and was raised in 
Cache, Okla. Growing up he found 
himself helping others. This, along 
with family members that were in 
Law Enforcement, influenced him 
greatly. He has previously served as 
an officer for Cache Police Depart-
ment, as the Assistance Chief for 
Tipton Police Department, and as a 
Sheriff Deputy for McClain Coun-
ty Sheriff Department. He was a 
D.A.R.E. Officer, the shield man for 
the tactical team, and was training to 
be a Computer Forensic Investigator. 
He looks forward to serving the com-
munity, his family and the Comanche 
Nation.

Mahsetky Joins the CNPD

 The Comanche Nation Po-
lice Department hired a new full-time 
officer and tribal member, Austin 
Mahsetky. 
 Mahsetky, has been em-
ployed with the Lawton Police De-
partment for 2 1/2 years. He enjoys 
working along with the CNPD. He 
began the Field Training program 
and is getting custom to Indian Law. 
“I wanted to become more involved 
with the Comanche Nation Tribe. I 
wanted to do something that I enjoy 
doing and I saw that they were hir-
ing and I thought, why not do some-
thing that I enjoy doing and also be 
involved with the tribe and that’s why 
I wanted to make the switch. I enjoy 
Law Enforcement,” said Mahsetky. 
 His goal while working for 
the CNPD is to get involved with the 
Investigations or K-9.
 Mahsetky is the son of 
Tyrus Mahsetky and Lisa Johnson. 
His grandparents are Ron and Phyllis 
Mahsetky.

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff
Mahsetky

 Domestic Violence Training 
Event- Thursday, October 24 from 9 
a.m.- 2 p.m. located at Great Plains 
Technology Center Room 300- 4500 
SW Lee Blvd., Lawton, Okla.
 Topics- Domestic Violence 
in the work place and Sex Traffick-
ing.

Family Assistance 
Center Training Event
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Follow the Comanche 
Nation Public 

Information Office:

DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Tax Return Preparation

Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 
for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.

  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   
REASONABLE PREP FEES

Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455

Halloween Happenings & Other Events
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 Mariah Cuch presented 
Cradle boards. “I like to study the 
cradle boards as I travel around. 
It is something I picked up when I 
was 4-years old. We would have a 
youth camp around the Mountains 
where we lived and we would learn 
arts and crafts and we would share 
our knowledge with the elders. It 
has became less and less of a skill 
that was taught. So today I try to 
go and teach young and old how to 
make them.” said Cuch. Pictured 
above; Cuch is holding her full-size 
female cradle board. She explains 
how she sewed it and where to 
place the straps to carry it. 

Cuch Explains How to 
Make Cradle boards

Photos by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff William and Bill Voelker 
from SIA, the Comanche Nation 
Ethno-Ornithological Initiative 
talked about their mission through 
cultural and understanding of 
the Eagle in History, Science and 
Spirit. Voelker, encouraged people 
to come visit their facility at 106 
Looking Glass Way in Cyril, Okla. 
 For more information 
contact (580) 464-2750.

Photos by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

SIA Comanche Nation
 Ethno-Ornithological

2019 Shoshone Reunion Reunites Comanches with their Roots

 The 20th Annual Shoshonean Numic Language Reunion ended with a night Comanche Nation Hymn 
Singing. The event was held on September 18, inside Watchetaker Hall located at the Comanche Nation Head-
quarters. The singing program was coordinated by Martina Minthorn. It was a relaxing evening to sit and listen 
to all the Hymns everyone sang. The evening was a great success with many of all ages in attendance. 

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

The Shoshone Reunion Ended With Beautiful Comanche Hymn Singing

Worshops and Demonstrations, and activities of the Comanche and Shoshone People were showcased 
Sept. 16-18, at the Shoshone Language Reunion, which took place at the Comanche Nation Headquarters

Mary Motah show slides of artifacts during the Shoshone/Comanche His-
tory workshop.

Sam DeVenney teaches words in the Comanche Langauge as one of the 
afternoon workshops.

The frybread compe-
ition was a popular 
event during the Sept. 
17 calender of events. 
With a total of eight con-
testants competing for 
first place, several spec-
tators stayed to see who 
would win. The winners 
are: 1st place - Virginia 
Morrison - Shoshone 
Bannock, 2nd place - 
Lorna Cable - Coman-
che,  3rd place Diana 
Murphy  Goshute. 

The Tipi Competition was a compeitive 
one. Winning the contest this year were
Charles Pocowatchit, Nolan Tahdooah-
nippah, and Tony Komahcheet.

Noyo Ball is an old traditional game 
much like stick ball.  It usually played 
the women.  It consist of two teams with 
five players on each team.  The object is 
to get the Noyo in the opposing teams 
goal.  The first team to make thee goals 
wins.

Hand Game is known throughout Indian Country, and with several players at the Shoshone 
Reunion, they all gathered for a friendly game against the tribes.

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Photos  by Paula Karty/News Staff

Photos  by Paula Karty/News Staff
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Shoshone Reunion Fashion Show
Photos  by Paula Karty/News Staff

A Memorial Recognition was honored on behalf of the family of Vernon 
Cable, Sr., and Roberta Wesaw Engavo. Billie Kreger who is the daughter 
of Vernon Cable, Sr., said “Our daddy loved the Shoshone Reunion and 
he was the Grand Marshall  at Fort Hall and was so proud about that. We 
loved are Daddy.”

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

Memorial Recognition for Vernon Cable Sr.

 Comanche tribal member, Richard Yellowfish Komah presented 
bow and arrows and explains how to make them during his presentation. 
There were over twenty people in attendance. “I was always into hunting 
and one thing led to another and I knew I could make the bows just like 
anyone else could. So I started chopping wood, Osage is what I use and 
you want to leave the bark on there and within six months you can take 
the bark off. You can make a bow within 3-6 months.” said Komah. He 
introduced a bow that he bought and  named Comanche Thunder. 

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

Komah Presents Bow and Arrows During the 
Shoshone Reunion

Shoshone Reunion Parade 

The Shoshone Language Reunion 
coordinators are, from left, Elea-
nor McDaniel, Charlene Tahdoo-
ahnippah, Sandra Toyacoyah, and 
Randi Attocknie. They, along with 
numerous volunteers and tribal 
leadership support, helped make 
the 2019 Shoshone Language Re-
union a success. Next years reunion 
will be oin Reno, Nev.

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff
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Military News
Submitted by Lanny Asepermy/CIVA

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

John Bennett 
McClung 

Numu Tekiwap 
(Tekwaniwapu)

 Three wars, six battle 
stars, 20 years, four months 
and six days of honorable mil-
itary service in the Army and 
OK Army National Guard. He 
is the only Comanche awarded 
both the Army Combat Ac-
tion Badge and Marine Corps 
Combat Action Ribbon – both 
awards are for “actively en-
gaging or being engaged by 
the enemy and performing 
satisfactory with the rules of 
engagement.” These are but 
a few awards earned by Ser-
geant First Class (SFC) John 
Bennett McClung.
 SFC McClung be-
gan his military service, in the 
Army, on November 16, 1988, 
when his enlisted at age 21 
years of age. He concluded his 
enlistment on November 15, 
1993. 
 While in the Army 
he completed his Basic and 
Advanced Individual Train-
ing, as a Field Artillery For-
ward Observer, at Fort Sill. He 
was then assigned with HQs 
& HQs Battery, 1st Battalion, 
77th Field Artillery at Fort 
Knox, Ky. Shortly thereafter 
he departed for Christensen 
Barracks in Bindlach, Ba-
varia Germany assigned with 
B Troop, 1st Squadron, 2nd 
Armored Cavalry Regiment. 
From December 7, 1990, until 
May 28, 1991, he and his unit 
were deployed to Southwest 
Asia (Saudi Arabia, Iraq and 
Kuwait) where they earned 
three Battle Stars during Op-
erations Desert Shield and 
Desert Storm. On February 
26-27, 1991, he and his unit 
spearheaded an attack on the 
Iraqi Republican Guard and 
its Tawakalna Division. After 
over 24+ hours of continuous, 
non-stop intense fighting the 
American Forces suffered six 
killed in action, 19 wounded 
and I Bradley Fighting Ma-
chine destroyed. Enemy losses 
were 600-1,000 killed and 
wounded, 1300+ prisoners, 
160 tanks, 180 personnel car-
riers, 12 artillery pieces, 80 
wheeled vehicles and several 
aircraft artillery systems de-
stroyed. The battle became 
known as the Battle of 73 
Easting and was the last great 
tank battle of the 20th century 
- SFC McClung was there!
 After the war and 
completion of his overseas 
deployment he returned to the 
Fort Benning, Ga., and was as-
signed to HQs & HQs Battery, 
341st Field Artillery when he 
was discharged. 

JB McClung in Afghanistan

Comanche 
Sergeants Major

 As General Douglas 
MacArthur once said “Old 
soldiers never die – they just 
fade away”. Such is the case of 

Courtesy Photo

Lanny Asepermy

Courtesy Photo

Rudolph Kosechequetah

Courtesy Photo

Lanny Asepermy and 
Rudolph Kosechequetah

CIVA Activities
 Lanny Asepermy re-
ceived the following photo of 
Ludolph L. Lorentino on Au-
gust 8. 
 Lorentino served in 
the Navy from 1963-67. His 
service includes assignments 
on the USS Ranger and USS 
Enterprise, both aircraft carri-
ers. His foreign and/or sea ser-
vice was two years, 11 months 
and five days which included 
three Western Pacific deploy-
ments. Lorentino was a Heli-
copter Aviation Structural Me-
chanic by occupation and also 
served as an Air Crewman on 
many search and rescue mis-
sions in both South and North 
Vietnam. 
 He was awarded the 
Vietnam Service Medal with/3 
Battle Stars. 
 He and his wife, Liz, 
live in Broken Arrow, Ola. Lo-
rentino is the son of the late 
William and Dorothy Sunrise 
Lorentino and the nephew of 

Comanche Code Talker Mor-
ris Sunrise Tabbyyetchy.

AMH3 Ludolph L. 
Lorentino

 Taps was played by 
Lanny Asepermy on August 
9, at the Redstone KCA Cem-
etery, north of the Apache Y, 
during a headstone dedication 
for Kiowa Code Talker, James 
Paddlety. 
 Paddlety was one of 
three Kiowa soldiers awarded 
the Congressional Gold Medal 
for his service with the Army 
during World War II in Eu-
rope. The other Kiowa Code 
Talkers were Leonard Cozad 
Sr., and John Tsatoke. 
 VW Post 1015 (Com-
manded by Comanche and 
Vietnam War veteran Paul 
Tate Sr.) from Anadarko con-
ducted the ceremony for Pad-
dlety’s daughter, Carol Ah-
shapanek. They were assisted 
by the Kiowa Black Leggings 
Warrior Society. It was a very 
emotional ceremony with well 
over 60 people in attendance.

James Paddlety Jr.

 Asepermy received 
the following photo from 
Stormy Garcia Bennett on Au-
gust 9. 
 She served with Hon-
or in the Army from 2002-03 
earning the rank of Private 
First Class. 
 Bennett completed 
Basic Training at Fort Jack-
son, S.C. After Basic Training 
and her Advanced Individual 
Training, as an Aviation Op-
erations Specialist, at Fort 
Rucker, Ala., she was assigned 
HQs & HQs Company, 9th 
Battalion, 159th Combat Avia-
tion Brigade, 101st Airborne 
Division at Fort Campbell, Ky. 
Two weeks after her arrival at 
Fort Campbell she and her unit 
deployed to Tactical Assem-
bly Area (TAA) Thunder I in 
Kuwait briefly and then onto 
TAA Thunder II in Karbala, 
Iraq and then onto TAA Thun-
der II in Iskandariyah, Iraq and 
finally to Mosul Airfield, Iraq. 
She was a radio dispatcher for 
UH-60 Blackhawk helicopter 
air assault combat missions 
in support of mostly ground 
Infantry forces and, on occa-
sion, was part of the aircrew as 
a radioman. Her unit lost four 
helicopters and had six of their 
soldiers killed in action. After 
one year and one day of sus-
tained combat she returned to 
Fort Campbell where she was 
discharged eight months later. 
 She and her husband, 
Eric Bennett, have six chil-
dren. Bennett is the daugh-
ter of Roberta Nauni and the 

Stormy Garcia Bennett

 On August 11, 
Asepermy received the photo 
of Specialist Victor Robert 
Ulloa III. 
 He served in the 
Army from 1989-92 and the 
OK Army National Guard 
from 1992-97 earning the rank 
of Specialist. 
 While in the Army he 
was a Field Artillery Firefind-
er Radar Operator assigned 
to the 1st Infantry Division 
at Fort Riley, Kan. He served 
in Saudi Arabia, Iraq and Ku-
wait during the Gulf War from 
January to July 1991. While in 
the OKARNG he was a Truck 
Driver with the 1345th Trans-
portation Company based in 
Ardmore, Okla.

Victor Robert Ulloa III

 Received photo Co-
manche Airmen, Ruby Wahn-
ee Booker. 
 Booker served in the 
Air Force Reserve, Air Force 
and Air National Guard from 
1985-96 earning the rank 
of Staff Sergeant (E-5). She 
served at Lackland AFB, Tex-
as; Lowery AFB, Colo.; Hol-
loman AFB, N.M.; and over-
seas at Aviano AB, Italy and 
Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. She is 
a Gulf War veteran and earned 
the Southwest Asia Campaign 
Medal with/3 Battle Stars.

Ruby Wahnee Booker
 Received an email 
from the Task Force Coman-
che (961st Engineer Battalion) 
Command Sergeant Major 
Randy White on August 14. 
CSM White said “Task Force 
Comanche Flag has proudly 
flown in Syria, Iraq, Kuwait 
and now Jordon since they de-
ployed in January 2019.” 
 They will begin re-
turning to the United States in 
late September and early Oc-
tober to Fort Bliss, Texas for 
transition back to their home 
stations. Their official home-

Comanche Nation flag aside 
the Jordon flag

 On August 14, a col-
or guard, consisting of six vet-
erans, five  Auxiliary members 
and Princess Trinity Ahtone, 
led the Grand Entry, Day 1, of 
the American Indian Exposi-
tion at the Caddo County Fair-
grounds in Anadarko.

Color Guard for the Ameri-
can Indian Exposition from 
L to R:  Lanny Asepermy, 
Liz Plata, Kevin Pohawpa-
tchoko, Richard Sapcutt, 
Shelly Asepermy, Princess 
Trinity Ahtone, Lyman Guy, 
Elizabeth Torralba, John 
McClung and Rhonda Wil-
liams.

 A Funeral Detail on 
August 15, was provided for 
the family of Lewis Chasenah. 
Six veterans and two Auxilia-
ry paid tribute to Chasenah at 
the Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home and Highland Cem-
etery. The Comanche Nation 
Police Department provided 
the firing squad. 
 He served in the 
Marine Corps from 1967-70 
including a 13-month tour of 
duty in Vietnam with the 1st 
Marine Division. Chasenah 
was awarded the Navy/Marine 
Corps Achievement Medal 
with/Valor Device while in 
Vietnam. He was also award-
ed the Combat Action Ribbon 
and Vietnam Service Medal 
with/3 Battle Stars. 
 Chasenah is 1 of only 
28 Comanches to be decorated 
for Gallantry, Heroism, Brav-
ery or Valor and earn the hon-
orary title of Numu Pukutsi.

Lewis Chasenah being hon-
ored in March 2012 with 
Jack Codopony Sr., on his 
left and the late Johny Wau-
qua on his right.

Two active duty combat 
Marines preparing to pres-
ent the casket flag of Lewis 
Chasenah.

 On August 12, Clau-
dia Kaulaity Wheeler request-
ed by funeral detail for her 
father, Donald Ray Kaulaity. 
The funeral was on August 16, 
at Ware’s Chapel with burial at 
the Carnegie Cemetery. 
 Lanny Asepermy, 
Clifford Red Elk and Paul Mc-
Clung along with a three-man 
detail from the Kiowa Blank 

Courtesy Photo

Donald Ray Kaulaity

 August was a very 
quiet month with the month-
ly meeting on August 1, and 
three days of Flag Raising and 
Lowering ceremonies at the 
Apache Ceremonial Ground 
for the Apache Blackfoot So-
ciety on August 2-4. A Color 
Guard and two Funeral Details 
commitments were on August 
14, 15 and 16. 
 September is prob-
ably are busiest month. On 
September 7, the CIVA is 
the Color Guard for the Co-
manche Nation Princess and 
Jr. Princess Honor Dance at 
Watchetaker Hall. On that 
same date Lanny Asepermy 
and George Red Elk are guest 
speakers at the Bushwhacker 
Museum in Nevada, Mo. On 
September 9, Asepermy is 
also a guest speaker for the 
Oklahoma Indian Chamber of 
Commerce at SIA. On Sep-
tember 14, the CIVA along 
with the Kiowa and Apache 
tribes will tri-sponsor the first 
Annual KCA Pow-wow north 
of the water park in Lawton. 
On September 16, the CIVA 
have flag raising honors to 
start the Shoshone Reunion. 
Also on September 16, 17 and 
18 the CIVA have other com-
mitments for the reunion. 

 During the Coman-
che Nation Fair the CIVA will 
conduct the Flag Raising and 
Lowering ceremonies and pro-
vide the Color Guard for the 
Grand Entries on September 
20-22. In addition the CIVA 
will lead the parade with their 
Color Guard on September 21.
 At the end of Sep-
tember the CIVA will have ful-
filled 94 commitments since 
October 1, 2018. The com-
mitments included 17 Color 
Guard requests, 12 Flag Rais-
ing and Lowering ceremonies 
and 10 Funeral Details.

granddaughter of Willis and 
Mona (Tofpi) Nauni. She is 
employed by the Anadarko 
Agency.

coming will be in February 
2020 for a Battle Assembly at 
their home station in Seagov-
ille, Texas.

Leggings Warrior Society 
were present conducted mili-
tary honors. The Comanche 
Nation Police provided the fir-
ing squad and two active duty 
Soldiers from Fort Sill folded 
and presented the casket flag. 
 Kaulaity is an Army 
Korean War veteran who was 
awarded the Combat Infan-
tryman Badge and Korean 
Service Medal with/3 Battle 
Stars.

Courtesy Photo

Color Guard with the Semi-
nole and Choctaw Nations

Lanny Asepermy, age 73, and 
Rudolph Kosechequetah, age 
78. On July 29, the only two 
Comanches to earn the Army 
rank of Sergeant Major got 
together at Kosechequaetah’s 
home east of Altus. 
 Asepermy served in 
the Army from 1966-90 while 
Kosechequetah served from 
1968-95. They are also the 
only Comanches to graduate 
from the US Army Sergeants 
Major Academy. 
 Both served in Viet-
nam with the 1st Brigade, 5th 
Infantry Division at Landing 
Zones Sharon and Nancy and 
at Quang Tri Combat Base. 
Although neither remembers 
they were “in-country” togeth-
er for six months. 
 Asepermy served in 
Armor, Reconnaissance, Ar-
tillery and Supply, Koseche-
quetah served as a Military 
Policeman and Corrections 
NCO. 
 They also visited on 
July 30 at Asepermy’s house 
before going to the VA Center 
in Lawton where Asepermy 
assisted Kosechequetah with 
his VA disability claim. 
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 According to The Norman 
Transcript, Leory Esadooah holds a 
picture of himself in uniform Friday. 
Esadooah is one of only two World 
War II Comanche Veterans alive.
Kyle Phillips 
 Leroy Esadooah, the older 
of two Comanches still living that 
served in World War II, turns 97 
years old today.
 He was drafted into the mil-
itary in January 1943 during World 
War II and he served as a glider me-
chanic until the war ended. His last 
mission was taking parachutists to 
the front lines when Allied forces in-
vaded Southern France.
 Esadooah’s mother was 
English and Irish and his father, who 
died when his was two, was Coman-
che. He said he thanks the good Lord 
everyday that his mother valued edu-
cation and that the Lord kept him 
healthy over all of these years.
 “Growing up as a Coman-
che was hard, but as I got older ev-
erything became better,” Esadooah 
said. “Back in the 20s it was different 
than when it was when I graduated in 
the 40s.”
 When he was little he said 
he didn’t want to go to school, but he 
wanted to learn to be a farmer. His 
mother said that’s fine, but he had to 
be an educated farmer and she en-
rolled him in school, Esadooah said.
 Esadooah didn’t go to the 
school for Native Americans at Fort 
Sill, and he, his brother and sister, 
and a Hispanic boy were the only mi-
norities in his grade school. He said 
he was picked on in school until he 
won a race in fourth grade in 1933. 
After that, he said everyone looked 
up to him.
 “When mother took me to 
first grade to enroll, I got scared. I 
saw all of those white boys and girls 
and their parents and they just looked 
at me like, ‘What are you doing 
here?’” Esadooah said. “When I won 
first in the 50-yard dash, I still have 

The Oldest Comanche to Serve in WWII, Turns 97

Courtesy Photo

Esadooah

that little gold medal, things changed 
and I was kind of a hero in school.”
 After winning, he said his 
coach told him to stick with athlet-
ics. Esadooah played basketball 
throughout junior high and was part 
of a state championship high school 
football team. He grew up in Lawton 
and went to the University of Okla-
homa for one semester before being 
drafted.
 The military sent him to the 
Shepard Air Base in Wichita Falls, 
Texas where he went to glider school. 

By Katie Standleel /The Norman Transcript Newspaper/ August 24, 2019

He became a glider mechanic and 
served in many places.
“What we did was train glider pi-
lots and airborne troops and move 
troops here to there. Then we final-
ly went over seas in November of 
1943,” Esadooah said. “I wound up 
in North Africa and Sicily, Italy and 
we trained airborne troops over there 
and parachutists. When they wanted 
troops there we would put them in the 
gliders and the C-47s.”
 When he got back to the 
states, Esadooah used the G.I. Bill to 

return to college. He knew he wanted 
to be a coach and a teacher and at-
tended Central State University, now 
known as the University of Central 
Oklahoma, in Edmond.
 Esadooah will celebrate an-
other milestone in November. He and 
his wife, Betty, will hit their 71st an-
niversary.
 He said he first saw Betty 
while attending the university. He 
lived in Thatcher Hall and as he 
walked to the campus cafeteria he 
watched the P.E. class play tennis.

 “I thought, ‘She’s the worst 
tennis player I have ever seen,’” Esa-
dooah said of his wife with a laugh. 
“Then there was a Sadie Hawkins 
dance that would come around every 
year, and that’s where the girls could 
ask the boys to dance.”
 He said he saw Betty from 
across the room, and she came up 
and asked him to dance. He couldn’t 
dance, he said, but he was so excited 
to see that awkward girl who was 
playing tennis the other day.
 “There was a dance at the 
girls dorm, and he was over there 
and I was there. We just met, started 
dancing together and we’ve been to-
gether ever since,” Betty Esadooah 
said.
 The Esadooahs married 
right after graduating in 1948 and 
taught together for several years. 
They also had two boys, Kevin and 
Ken, along the way.
 “When we got married we 
didn’t know anything. We didn’t 
know any better when we got mar-
ried,” Esadooah said. “It lasted all 
these years.”
 The Esadooahs eventually 
settled down in Seiling in 1962 to 
teach some more, but this time Leroy 
was also a coach and an elementary 
principal. He coached the high school 
football team to the state champion-
ship in 1965 and was named Dewey 
County Teacher of the Year in 1968.
They lived in Seiling for 30 years. 
He retired from teaching in 1982 and 
moved the family to Norman in 1992. 
He said to this day he and his wife 
stay active and go to the YMCA al-
most everyday. He added he contin-
ues to thank the Lord for their health 
and life.
 Esadooah and his family 
headed to IHOP to celebrate his 97th 
birthday.

Kiowa, Comanche and Apache Tribes (KCA)
Celebrating Warriors of Past, Present and Future

Road sign commemorating the new name of the old Lawrie Tatum 
road.  The name was changed on September 14,  by the Kiowa, 
Comanche and Apache tribal officials along with the Lawton City 
Mayor Booker.

Story and Photos by Paula Karty/ News Staff

 The Kiowa, Coman-
che and Apache Tribes of 
Oklahoma, (KCA), held a day 
of celebration on September 
14, honoring tribal warriors 
of the past, present, the future 
and also those who have lost 
their lives while serving in the 
military.
 The event was an en-
deavor of Apache Vice-Chair-
man, Chris Killsfirst.  Kills-
first went above and beyond to 
make the event possible.
 Killsfirst said:  “To-
day is a special day for our 
three nations.  In less the about 
three hours, the drums of our 
three tribes are going to echo 
across Southwest Oklahoma.  
23 of our families, sent our 
warriors off,that never came 
home.  So this is something 
that we don’t take lightly. 
 There’s been so much plan-
ning, so many volunteers, so 
many things that came about 
that could’ve set us back, but 
we have one goal, and that 
is to honor our veterans as 
three nations.  We are the only 
ones to come together and do 
such an event as this, and we 
are doing it on our own KCA 
land.  That is truly remark-
able.  This is our home, these 
are our boys, and today we are 
going to honor them.  Our past 
warriors, our present warriors 
and our future warriors. It’s 
about a day of celebration, a 
day of rekindling friendships 
and making new ones.”
 Killsfirst along with 
tribal leaders as well as city 
officials made it possible to 
change the name of the old 
Lawrie Tatum Road to Kiowa, 
Comanche and Apache Vet-

erans Road.  Tribal officials 
from each tribe as well as the 
Lawton City Mayor, were 
present at the name changing 
of the road.
 Official dignitaries 
spoke at the road name chang-
ing.  Kiowa Chairman, Matt 
Komalty:  “It is with great 
pride that I stand here this 
morning.  I am honored to be 
here to represent the Kiowa 
Tribe and all the warriors that 
they had in the past.  All three 
tribes are always the first to 
sign up and always the first 
to go.  It makes me proud that 
we’re here and able to do this 
for our veterans.
 I think it’s a great 
day, I think it’s a great thing 
that history is coming around 
and we are recognizing our 
people who have served in the 
Armed Forces, people who 
have made it possible for us to 
be here, people who are still in 
active service, and those that 
made the ultimate sacrifice in 
giving their lives for this.  It 

makes me proud and humble 
to here and to be part of this.”
 Lawton City Mayor 
Booker:  “I want to say, it’s 
specially an honor for me to 
her today, with the KCA and 
a special day of honoring vet-
erans.  The first day together, 
honoring veterans of the Ki-
owa, Comanche and Apache 
tribes.  It makes total sense to 
honor our veterans in this way.  
I want to thank you guys for 
putting this together.  It’s abso-
lutely an honor to be here.  To 
all of you that maybe traveled 
from a long way, I would like 
to say, Welcome Home.”
 Comanche Nation 
Treasurer Robert Tippicon-
nie:  “I’m just proud of what 
everyone’s hard work to honor 
people that we should be hon-
oring all our lives.  We had 
warriors of the past, we have 
warriors today, we have war-
riors the we lost, we’ll have 
warriors of the future.  It’s so 
good to see that even with the 
city, we unite as three tribes, 

and it should be more than 
that.  We should unite with ev-
eryone in this area.  We thank 
so much Mr. Killsfirst, he ini-
tiated the idea, he moved out, 
he worked hard, many hours.  
So we have to give him a Good 
thank you.”
 The Comanche Na-
tion Chairman, William Nel-
son Sr., and Tippeconnie pre-
sented Mayor Booker with a 
Comanche Pendleton blanket.
The celebration began with 
flag raising of each tribal 
flags with veterans from each 
tribe posting their tribal flags.  
Drum groups from all three 
tribes sung each tribal flag 
songs. CIVA member and vet-
eran Lanny Asepermy read the 
bio’s of each veteran along 
with their military history.
An honoring of each tribe’s 
fallen warriors followed the 
road name changing. Family 
members of each warrior were 
in attendance for the honoring 
and recognition of their loved 
one.
 The event continued 
with a Spirit Walk sponsored 
by the Cameron Native Amer-
ican Club.
 As the day went on, 
the pow-wow began with a 
special Scalp Dance and Vic-
tory Dance to honor the veter-
ans. 
 The celebration was 
a great success of the endeavor 
of the Apache Vic-chairman, 
Chris Killsfirst.  Without his 
hard work and dedication, this 
celebration would probably 
have never came to past. 

Comanche Tribal Treasurer, 
Robert Tippeconnie and Co-
manche Nation Chairman, 
William Nelson Sr., presents 
Mayor Booker with a Coman-
che Pendleton Blanket.

Veterans from the Kiowa, Comanche and Apache tribes serve as 
the color guard for the KCA Pow-wow, which was held September 
14, on KCA Land just north of the Comanche Nation Waterpark.  
The celebration was for all three tribes to come together as one and 
honor all veterans of each tribe.

Pictured above:  Members of the 
Cameron Native American Club, 
pose for a quick picture who, before 
beginning the Spirit Walk.

Pictured left:  Members of the 
Kiowa War Mothers participate in 
the Scalp Dance.  This organization 
consist of mother’s of Kiowa veter-
ans that served in each branch of 
the military.



Puhipuha puma oha to?i?ena Mua (October) 2019                                                    10                                                                                   The Comanche Nation News

Milestones

Dear TCNN, 
I would like to thank the Transit, they have been awesome. I probably wouldn’t have made it this past month with no vehicle. Also to 
Teta and the HIP office, ya’ll have been awesome at helping with the air conditioner, for not only myself but my family as well. Keep 
up the good work!

Thank you, 
Rebecca Ann Paddyaker 

Happy Belated Birthday
Eric Haumpy
September 1

Happy Belated Birthday
September 1- Eric Haumpy

Happy Birthday 
October 1 – Ida Fae Bointy
October 1- Leslie Kay Springer
October 1- Lucy Cintron 
October 3 – Hah-Tee Delgado
October 6- Willy Yackeschi
October 9 – Francis Attocknie III
October 11- Jaleeta Cozad
October 14- Kelly Chatham
October 15 – Angel Satoe
October 15- Malachi Yackeschi
October 16- Daniel 
October 16- Damian 
October 18- Kiyou Kerchee 
October 26- Travis Codynah 
October 29- Scarlett Codynah 
October 30- Ivan Thomas Poah-
way
October 31 – Desire’ Attocknie 

Anniversaries
Jerry & Rebecca Paddyaker

Celebrating 12 years
October 2, 2007

Rusty & Karen Coffey
October 12

Happy Birthday
Lucy Cintron

October 1

Happy Birthday
Jaleeta “Buster” Cozad

October 11

Happy Birthday
Kelly Chatham 

October 14

Happy Birthday
Daniel

October 16

Happy Birthday
Damian 

October 16

Happy Birthday
Kiyou Kerchee

October 18

Happy Birthday
Travis Codynah 

October 26

Happy Birthday
Scarlett Codynah 

October 29

Happy Belated 
Birthday

Joseph Allen 
September 16

We Love and Miss you 
Love Baby Joey, Mom, 

Dara, Dawn, Cayde, An-
thony, Grandma, Bretta, 

Tina and Greg

Happy Birthday
Ivan Thomas Poahway

October 30

Happy
Anniversary

Rusty & Karen 
Coffey

October 12

In Loving Memory 

Harold “Tweet” Parker 
Jr.

4/15/70- 10/22/17

Gone but not 
Forgotten

November-Milestone Page
Deadline~ October 15

Obituaries

Courtesy Photo

Gabrielle Aylssa Marie 
Jenkins

Jenkins
 Gabrielle Aylssa Marie Jen-
kins, born 1/13/99, passed away in 
Tampa, Florida, on 9/4/19, and was 
an Enrolled Comanche member and 
was a Descendent of Chief Wildhorse 
and wife,Tah Sie Quan.
 Jenkins was a talented, self 
taught artist, who enjoyed the out-
doors and parks to get her inspira-
tions for her art.  She was trying to 
obtain her GED and go onto college 
to study art.  Her goal was to own 
her own Art Gallery.  Jenkins was a 
giving and friendly person who had a 
big heart and a Smile that warmed all 
who came into her life.
 Jenkins is the Great Grand-
daughter of the late Jeanette Pewe-
wardy Jenkins and Ronald Jenkins.
 She is survived by her 
Mother, Nicole Jenkins, Grandmoth-
er, Patricia Jenkins, sisters, Ysabel of 
Reno, Nev., and Angelica of Florida, 
Sapphyre Bush of Phoenix, Ariz., 
brothers Anthony Marcus, and Rudy 
as well as other siblings, located in 
Florida and Arizona. Also five Aunts, 
Sharon Harrison of Oklahoma, Nelda 
Paddock, Lynn Yellowfish of Phoe-
nix, Ariz., Donna and Fonda Brooks 
of Reno, Nev., and two uncles, Terry 
Jenkins of Phoenix, Ariz., and Faron 
Brooks of Reno, Nev., and many 
cousins and friends in the Arizona 
and Florida areas.
 She is preceded in death 
by Great Great Grandma Sophie 
Tiebo and Great, Great Grandpa Ray 
Pewewardy, Great Grandma Jeanette 
Pewewardy Jenkins, Uncle Byron 
Jenkins, Cousin Marcus Harrison Jr.
 Services were held in Flori-
da and Arizona.

Lewis Morgan Chasenah 
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Chasenah
 Lewis Morgan Chasenah, 
71, of Lawton went to his heavenly 
home on August 9, with his loving 
family by his side.
 Funeral was August 15, at 
the Comanche Nation Funeral Home 
Chapel with Tina Baker officiating.  
Burial was at Highland Cemetery 
under the direction of Comanche Na-
tion Funeral Home.
 Prayer Service was August 
14, at the Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home Chapel.  
 Chasenah was born October 
18, 1947, in Lawton to John Har-
old and Jeannette (Connahvichnah) 
Chasenah Sr. He grew up in and at-
tended school at Elgin.  
 He served in the Marine 
Corps from June 1, 1967, to April 
29, 1970, earning the rank of Lance 
Corporal.  LCpl Chasenah was deco-
rated for heroism with the Bronze 
Star with Valor Device Lewis Mor-
gan Chasenah served, with Honor, in 
the Marine Corps from June 1, 1967, 
to April 29, 1970, earning the rank of 
Lance Corporal. He completed Boot 
Training at the Marine Corps Recruit 
Training Depot San Diego, Cali., 
his Infantry Training Regiment and 
Field Artillery Batteryman training at 
Camp Pendleton, Cali. 
 LCpl Chasenah served in 
Vietnam with A Battery, 1st Battal-
ion, 11th Marines, 1st Marine Divi-
sion from December 1967 to Janu-
ary 1968 (13 months and 4 days) 
as a crewman on a 105mm cannon.  
He and his unit provided artillery 
support from numerous firebases in 
and around the Demilitarized Zone 
(DMZ) in northern I Corps of South 
Vietnam. 
 LCpl Chasenah was deco-
rated for heroism with the Bronze 
Star with Valor Device. His other 
awards include the Combat Action 
Ribbon; National Defense Service, 
Vietnam Service with/3 Battle Stars, 
Vietnam Gallantry Cross; Vietnam 
Campaign with/1960 Device Med-
als; and the Comanche Nation Hon-
orable Service, Combat Service and 
Numu Pukutsi Medallions. He was 
discharged at Camp Lejeune, N.C., 
while assigned to M Battery, 4th Bat-
talion, 10 Marines, 2nd Marine Divi-

sion (Fleet Marine Force).  
 He enjoyed riding bicycles, 
spending time with his family espe-
cially his grandchild, going to the 
casino, eating watermelon and visit-
ing with his friends. He was a proud 
member of the Comanche Nation of 
Oklahoma and the CIVA.
 He is survived by his com-
panion of 36 years, Carmen Ototivo, 
sons Justin Tahsequah and Rudy Oto-
tivo, daughters Kristi Tahsequah, Tif-
fany Tahsequah and Hattie Aitson all 
of the home; sons: Gordon Chasenah, 
Anthony Lewis Chasenah; daugh-
ters: Annissa Chasenah, Amy Chase-
nah, Pricilla Scott, Stefanie Stomps 
of Washington; brothers: John and 
Betty Chasenah, Tommy and Jan 
Chasenah, Ronald and Mari Chase-
nah, Gary Chasenah Sr., Gerald and 
Donna Chasenah all of Lawton, Kent 
and Pam Chasenah, Donald and Cas-
sandra Chasenah; two sisters: Mary 
Chasenah and Steven Redbird and 
Linda and Larney Silverhorn all of 
Lawton; 14 Grandchildren; 2 great-
grandchildren; two favorite nieces, 
Melinda and Teanna McCarthy, many 
aunts and uncles.
 He is preceded in death 
by: parents Jeannette Pohlemann 
and John Chasenah Sr., two broth-
ers, Timothy and Frankie Chasenah; 
granddaughter, Josephina Scott, 
many aunts and uncles.

Arlene Asenap 
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Asenap

 Arlene Asenap of Lawton 
went to the Big Sooner in the Sky on 
August 19,she was 72.
 Funeral service was August 
22, at Post Oak Mennonite Brethren 
Church.
 Prayer service was August 
21, at Post Oak Mennonite Brethren 
Church.
 She was raised by Rhoda 
and Bernard Tate Nevaquaya in In-
diahoma and attended Post Oak Mis-
sion School.  When Post Oak School 
was closed she transferred to India-
homa Public Schools and graduated 
in 1966.  She attended Florida Bible 
College in Miami, Florida.  Later she 
graduated from Cameron University 
with a Bachelor’s Degree in Science.  

Robert Wayne Galindo 
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Galindo

 Robert Wayne Galindo, 82, 
formerly of Alpaugh, Cali., passed 
away August 27, in Lawton with his 
loving family by his side. 
 Funeral Service was Sep-
tember 4, at Comanche Nation Fu-
neral Home Chapel with Rev. Charles 
Echoles officiating. Burial followed 
at Little Washita Cemetery, Fletcher 
under direction of Comanche Nation 
Funeral Home Chapel. 
 Prayer Service was Septem-
ber 3, at the Funeral Home Chapel.
 Galindo was born April 10, 
1937, in Lawton Oklahoma to Joseph 
and Agnes (Watchecoddy) Galindo. 
The family moved to Alpaugh Cali-
fornia when he was five and made 
their home. He graduated from 
schools there. He was a heavy equip-
ment operator supervisor. He moved 
back to the area to be near family and 
friends. He enjoyed fishing and hunt-
ing, going to visit at the casino and 
loved spending time with his family. 
He was a member of the Comanche 
Nation. 
 He is survived by his chil-
dren; Michael and wife Faye Galin-
do of the home, Teresa and husband 
Jerry Crain of Lemore Cali. Brother 
and Sisters; Ron Galindo of Idaho, 

In 1978 she graduated from the Uni-
versity of Oklahoma with a Masters 
in Guidance and Counseling.
 Asenap lived a full and ad-
venturous life by this creed: Your 
word is sacred.  Your promises true. 
Others can put their confidence in 
you. Whenever you give out your 
word or consent, keeping that pledge 
becomes you main intent.  You’ll al-
ways be honorable, true, sincere and 
profit from promises kept through the 
years.
 She is survived by: Mother 
Rhoda Tate-Nevaquaya of Indiaho-
ma; siblings: Terry and Kathy Per-
ryman of Moore, Darlene and Dean 
Holmes of Edmond, Bernadette Rich-
ardson of Indiahoma, Bernard Tate Jr. 
of Cache; nieces and nephews: Todd, 
Tadd, D.J., Deborah, Feather, Jeramy, 
Bethany, Tate, Lean; Auntie: Reiko, 
Dakota, Kayden, Addison, Nolyn, 
Turner, Elyn, Rowyn, Mila, Ryleigh; 
special friend, Mary Jo Lee.
 She is preceded in death by: 
Bernard Tate Nevaquaya, Darryl Her-
nasy and Terry Perryman Jr.

Juanita Odell of Bakersfield Cali., 
and Peggy Berden of Fresno Cali. 
Seven Grandchildren; Melissa, Jo-
seph, Robert, Nicole, Megan, Grace 
and Allyssa. Fourteen Great Grand-
children. Numerous other relatives 
and friends.
 He is preceded in death by; 
his parents Joseph and Agnes Galin-
do, wife Margarita Galindo. 

Courtesy Photo

Mooney 

 Sherrie L. Mooney, went 
home to her Lord and Savior on Sep-
tember 16, with her loving family by 
her side.
 Funeral Service was Sep-
tember 19, at Post Oak Mennonite 
Brethern Church with Eddy Coast 
officiating.  Burial followed at Post 
Oak Cemetery under direction of Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home.
 Prayer Service was Septem-
ber 18, at the Funeral Home Chapel.
 Mooney was born Octo-
ber 25, 1963, to Lucille and David 
Coleman.  She attended school in 
the Lawton area.  She was a proud 
member of the Comanche Nation 
and was proud of her Comanche 
Heritage.  She was a member of Trin-
ity Baptist Church where she loved 
to worship the Lord along with her 
son.  She enjoyed fishing, camping 
and boating.  She was an OU Sooner 
fan and a Thunder Fan.  She also en-
joyed taking her grandson camping; 
they enjoyed fishing when they were 
just little guys.  They could bring a 
smile to their grandma’s face when 
they would catch a fish or ride the 
jet bike.  She enjoyed taking care of 
her elders starting with her grandma, 
aunt and mother.  She graduated from 
Platt College where she was certified 
as a Medical Assistant.  She worked 
for eight years at Healthback Home 
Health, and then she moved to Du-
rango, Colo., where she enjoyed the 
mountains.  She worked for LaPlate 
Home Health for four years.  She 
then moved back to Lawton where 
she worked for Dr. Chisholm’s office.  
She then worked for Dr. Cotton’s of-
fice until her health took a turn for the 
worse.
 She is survived by two chil-
dren; son Raymond Edwards of the 
home, daughter; Jennifer Swedlund 
and husband Jason of Lawton.  Her 
three grandsons; Anthony Swedlund 
(A.J.), Jacob Swedlund and Damion 

Sherrie L. Mooney 

Edwards, two Great Grandbabies; 
Kadence and Jaxson Swedlund.  
Two fur babies; Tank and Ella.  Best 
friends; Mary Schlecat and Mike 
Mooney of Durango, Colo.  Brother; 
Vernie Beasley.  Many other relatives 
and friends.
 She is preceded in death by 
her parents; David and Lucille (Rou-
bideaux) Coleman, grandparents; 
Vernie and Winifred (Niyah) Rou-
bideaux, Great Grandparents; Em-
erson Niyah and Waperchee, Aunts; 
Tina Roubideaux and Chere Rou-
bideaux, Uncle Jerry Roubideaux.  
Brothers; Chris Beasley, Darin Bea-
sley and Kevin Beasley.
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MMIW GARDEN
Continued from Page 1

support, it is not only women, it is for 
families. A mother, sister, daughter, 
grandparent, grandchild, are some 
of the people that this organization 
stands for. As the Tribal Administra-
tor, I am, and I will continue to be, 
any support and help that this orga-
nization needs to get done to further 
their cause. This spot was chosen so 
it can be in the open for anyone who 
comes to our tribal complex can see 
it, and understand what it’s about. 
This cause needs to be more visible.” 
She added a billboard next to the 
Comanche Complex will have the 
MMIW information on it.
 “It will not only be for the 
people who come here to the com-
plex, but to the people who come by 
here and pass daily on the highway,” 
said Attocknie. 
 President of MMIW-Indian 
Territory, Charisse Redbone, read the 
names of 18 names of women from 
the Comanche Nation who were 
murdered or are missing. Before she 
read the names, she said “As Native 
American women, we have for centu-
ries, have been resilient, we have re-
surgence, and we are resistant to trau-
ma, and to threats. We come in like 
a blow, and we take a blow, because 
we are still here, and we are not going 
anywhere.  Yes, it is very emotional, 
it is heartbreaking, tear-jerking, but 
it is also rewarding, because we see 
those that are still grieving. We can 
still lend a hand to those tears that 
are cried in the night, when they are 
missing loved ones during the holi-
days. There are many components 
to the Missing and Murdered Indig-
enous Women, there are many more.  
This is just one of the components.”
 The Numunu Nahmi Okla-
homa Ballet Dancers, which was es-
tablished in 2018 under MMIW, cut 
the ribbon to officially dedicate the 
memorial garden. Following the rib-
bon cutting, the guests were invited 
to place prayer bundles around the 
trees of the garden area.
 Cindy Famero, of the War-
rior Woman Society, sung a Strong 
Woman Song, based on the women 
in Canada who were prisoners in the 
1970s. Following the song, Famero 

conducted a Wiping of the Tears Cer-
emony, which included sage and wa-
ter.
 A special birthday recog-
nition was given by Kay Mopope 
and the Gokey-Ahhaitty family. Her 
mother, the late Shirley Ahhaitty, was 
murdered in 1978, and it remains an 
unsolved murder.
 “Today is my mom’s birth-
day. It is appropriate we honor her 
with our MMIW family who are 
people with common interests, and a 
voice for the voiceless. Happy heav-
enly birthday to my mom. She would 
have been 85-years-old. I would like 
to convey tragedy is a part of life. It 
is how we react to tragedy that cen-
ters our emotions. There is no getting 
over, or forgetting tragedy. Person-
ally, I am still grieving over her. No 
one should have their life taken. I 
know she fought her attacker because 
she was not ready to die at the age 42. 
I ask you to support MMIW groups. 
They are the voice of the voiceless.” 
expressed Mopope.
 An open microphone gave 
members of the audience an opportu-
nity to express themselves before the 
dedication ceremony came to a close.
 The Chapter also provides 
ground searches within the state and 
work side-by-side with other MMIW 
Chapters and various organizations, 
as well as concerned individuals.
 You can follow the MMIW 
Southwest Chapter on Facebook.

Kay Mopope, center, is joined by members of her family, as they recognize her mother on her birthday, during 
the MMIW Memorial Garden Dedication Sept. 5 at the Comanche Nation Complex. Mopope’s mother, the 
late Shirley Ahhaitty, was murdered in 1978, and the case has not been solved. 

Eric Cable holds a U.S. Flag with a warrior on it during the Sept. 5, walk 
to the MMIW Memorial Garden at the Comanche Nation Complex. His 
painted face of a red handprint over his mouth is a symbol of his commit-
ment to non-violence against women, and in support of MMIW. 

LEFT: Cameille Wetselline and Melinda Alcala-Monoessy place prayer 
bundles around the memorial garden during the Sept. 5 MMIW Memo-
rial Garden Dedication at the Comanche Nation Complex.

Geneva Hadley, left, President of 
the MMIW Southwest Chapter, 
raises her bundle of sage during 
the Wiping of the Tears Ceremony, 
Sept. 5, at the Comanche Nation 
Complex.
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