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Election Re-Scheduled for 
June 29 After Court Ruling

The Birth of the 
Comanche Emblem

Story by Paula Karty

 Red, Blue and Yellow. These 
are the official colors of the Coman-
che Nation Emblem.  The colors, 
and the design of the emblem, even 
the image of the horse and rider, all 
have a certain meaning, which dates 
back to when the Comanche People 
roamed freely throughout the South-
ern Plains.
 For many decades, the iden-
tity of the Comanche Nation has been 
the emblem. The Comanche Emblem 
has been seen all over the world. The 
Comanche flag has been flown in for-
eign countries by Comanche soldiers  
serving their country. It has  been 
seen in every state in America, on car 
tags, window decals, jackets, t-shirts, 
etc.
 The very first Comanche 
Emblem was originated by former 
Comanche Nation Chairman, Ronald 
Burgess.
 Burgess tells about the true 
meaning of the Comanche Nation 
Emblem in a statement submitted to 
The Comanche Nation News.
 “In the 17th and 18th centu-
ries, the Comanche Nation was at war 
with Spain.  Spain had the most pow-
erful army in the world, but could not 
conquer the Comanche.
 Many times, the Spanish 
military leaders would try to get us 
to help them defeat other groups in 
the area of Comacheria (central US).  
Each time they wanted to meet with 
us, our leaders would demand uni-
forms!  Comanche’s would not attend 
unless they looked good as the Span-
ish Officers.
 Our original war dance is 
what we now call the “Gourd Dance.”  
The blanket, sash and bandolier are 
all uniform items from the Spanish 
Officers’ Uniforms, from that period 
of history.  The red, blue and gold are 
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The new official Comanche Em-
blem approved and voted on by the 
Comanche Business Committee 
(CBC).

 On May 6, the Education 
Center held a Renaming Ceremony 
that was open to the public in honor 
of Dorothy Sunrise Lorentino. 
 Lorentino, was a student 
mother, daughter, grandmother, and 
coach. At the age of six, she was 
denied access to the Cache Public 
Schools because of her heritage as a 
Comanche Indian. She and her par-
ents made a -mile train ride to Law-
ton, Okla., where her father sued the 
school district for refusing to admit 
Native American children to public 
schools. In 1918, Lorentino’s father 
won the lawsuit. Prior to this ruling, 
all Native American children were 
required by law to attend only Bureau 
of Indian Affairs schools.
 Lorentino graduated from 
Chilocco Indian School, located in 
Newkirk, Okla. In 1933, She earned 
an Associate Degree from Bacone 
College and taught there for a year 
before transferring to Northeastern 
State Teachers College, where she 
earned her Bachelor’s Degree in edu-
cation.
 Lorentino earned many 
awards throughout her career as a 
teacher. In 1997, she became the first 
Oklahoman and Native American to 
be inducted into the National Teach-
ers Hall of Fame. Other honors in-
clude the National Indian Education 
Association’s Elder of the Year, the 
Delta Kappa Gamma Society Life-
time Award, and Outstanding Woman 
of Comanche County. In 1996, Cache 
High School initiated the Dorothy 
Sunrise Lorentino Award to be pre-
sented annually to the Native Ameri-

Education Center 
Renamed After 

Lorentino 
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The Dorothy Sunrise Lorentino 
Education Center’s staff presented 
a Comanche Pendleton Blanket to 
Ludy Lorentino, in honor of his 
mother.

See RENAMING, Page 3

PAYING RESPECTS. Kent Tomah, Marine Battery Commander Bravo, Battery 179, salutes the Fall-
en Warrior Memorial during the 43rd Annual Comanche Indian Veteran Association’s Memorial Day 
Ceremony, May 27 at Watchetaker Hall, Comanche Nation Complex. See Page 8 for full story.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

SWEARING IN CEO OF ENTERTAINMENT. Comanche Nation Chairman, William Nelson, swore in three Comanche tribal members in Comanche Nation Gaming positions, May 
7, at the tribe’s business center in Lawton, Okla.  Being sworn in, from left,  is Cheryl Lewis to the Gaming Commission as a Gaming Commissioner,  The new “Interim” CEO of the 
Comanche Nation Entertainment, Mia Tahdooahnippah, and “Interim” General Manager of the Comanche Nation Spur Casino, Jay Martinez. Chairman Nelson stated Comanche 
history was made by swearing in a Comanche tribal member to the CEO position.
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See COMANCHE EMBLEM Page 2

 In a statement released May 
24, by the Comanche Nation Elec-
tion Office, the General Election has 
been rescheduled to June 29. 
 Absentee ballots must be 
received by June 29. Early/In-house 
Voting will be on June 28, at the 
Comanche Nation Elder’s Center lo-
cated at 1107 SW “H” Ave., Lawton, 
Okla., or at the Comanche Nation 
Complex New Conference Room, 
584 NW Bingo Road, Lawton, Okla.
 Polling hours for Early/In-
house Voting are from 8 a.m. to 5 

p.m. The Runoff Election, if needed, 
will be July 27. The deadline to re-
quest an absentee ballot, is  5 p.m., 
June 14. 
 The release further states, 
“On May 8, Judge Vincent Knight is-
sued a preliminary injunction prohib-
iting the Comanche Business Com-
mittee and the Election Office from 
sending out ballots.  Even though 
the ballots had already been sent out 
prior to the injunction, it was deter-
mined, in an abundance of caution 
that it was necessary to spoil the bal-

lots in order to strictly comply with 
the preliminary injunction. The legal 
purpose of a preliminary injunction is 
to prevent potential future injury in a 
case, if the Plaintiffs’ arguments pre-
vailed, on the merits.
 Ultimately, on May 22, 
Judge Vincent Knight reversed his 
preliminary injunction and dismissed 
the case brought by the Plaintiffs, 
based on the merits, after receiv-
ing briefing and hearing arguments.  
Ultimately, the Court decided that 
the Comanche Business Commit-

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

See, ELECTION, Page 3
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THE COMANCHE
NATION NEWS

The award-winning Comanche Nation 
News, the official communication of the 
Comanche Nation, is available at no charge 
upon request. The deadline to submit 
information for the July edition is 5 p.m., 
June 14. Donations to help cover the cost 
of printing and mailing are welcome.

Contact:
The Comanche Nation News

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908

Telephone: (580) 492-3381
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: pio@comanchenation.com

TCNN Staff
• Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Re-

porter, Photographer- Email: jolene.
schonchin@comanchenation.com 
-Telephone Number-(580)492-3382

• Paula Karty, Assis. Editor, Reporter, 
Photographer- Email: Paula.Karty@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number–(580)492-3383

• Stacey Heminokeky, Reporter/
Photographer- Email: stacey.hemi-
nokeky@comanchenation.com–
Telephone (580) 492-3385

• Candace Todd, Administrative 
Assistant- Email: candace.todd@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number (580) 492-3621

• News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

• Photographs will be copied and 
will become the property of TCNN. 
To return original photographs, send 
a self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

• The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. The Passings/
Obituaries are submitted by the 
Comanche Nation Funeral Home or 
by tribal members on a funeral home 
letterhead. The Milestones Page 
is for tribal members only. TCNN 
publishes all services conducted by 
The Comanche Nation Funeral Home 
without discretion. Obituaries are 
written for tribal members only.

• TCNN will print a Comanche orga-
nization’s annual event flyer once 
free of charge as a courtesy to our 
tribal organizations. The guidelines 
for flyer submission are: Pow-wow 
flyers have to be from an established 
Comanche organization. There has to 
be contact person and number on the 
organization’s annual flyer.

• We reserve the right to edit all 
material. Letters or articles that 
contain libelous information, slan-
der, or personal attacks will not be 
printed. Letters to the Editor must 
be signed with a legible name, and 
have a 1,500 word limit. The letters 
to the editor or articles contained 
in the The Comanche Nation News 
does not reflect the views or opin-
ions of the PIO staff.

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

Government

comanchenationpio
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The very first original Comanche Nation flag created by former Coman-
che Nation Chairman Ronald Burgess.

Spanish colors, and are also used in
 our Gourd Dance regalia.
 When I began to design a 
seal for the tribe, I took all of this his-
tory into consideration.
 The dance blanket is red 
and blue divided by a gold or yellow 
strip.  I made the circle of the seal 
red on one side and blue on the other, 
and divided it by using a gold snake 
symbol.  Comanche warriors would 
paint snake symbols on their arms.  In 
Indian Sign Language, the backward 
snake movement is the sign for Co-
manche.  The Ledger Art Style horse 
was added because we’re a skilled 
and accomplished Horse People.
 Our elected officials in 1976 
decided that we needed a tribal seal, 
and the one we have now came from  
that effort (it has been changed sev-
eral times) the original is red and blue 
with a gold/yellow snake and rider on 
the horse!
 Ten years later, when I was 

elected Comanche Nation Chairman, 
I had the first flag made and we began 
flying our tribal colors.  I presented 
the first original Comanche flag to 
the Comanche National Museum and 
there it hangs today,” stated Ronald 
L. Burgess, Ph.D., who was the Co-
manche Tribal Chairman, 1985-88
 A lot of the younger genera-
tion does not know about the history 
of the Comanche Emblem, such as 
the meaning of the colors or the de-
sign.
 Over the years, the Coman-
che Emblem has been transformed 
in many different ways, mainly the 
horse and rider.  Many different 
styles of the Comanche Emblem has 
appeared, the colors have been rear-
ranged, put in different places and the 
lettering has been changed.
 No matter how the Coman-
che Emblem, is presented or trans-
formed, it still represents the great 
Comanche Nation of Oklahoma.

Editor’s Note: This is an overview 
of the May 4, Comanche Business 
Committee Monthly Meeting and 
not the official minutes. To obtain 
a copy of the official minutes, call 
the Office of the Chairman, (580) 
492-3251.

 Chairman, William Nelson 
Sr, called the meeting to order at 10 
a.m.
 Secretary-Treasurer, Robert 
Tippeconnie, conducted Roll Call. A 
quorum was established with all Co-
manche Business Committee (CBC) 
members present except, Committee-
man No. 1, Jonathan Poahway, and 
Committeeman No. 2, Eddie Ahdosy, 
who arrived later.     
 The meeting began with a 
invocation. 
 A motion made to approve 
the minutes of the April CBC meet-
ing by Vice-Chairwoman, LaNora 
Parker. It was seconded by Commit-
teeman No. 3, Ronald Red Elk. The 
motion carries 6/0/1.

Resolutions
 No. 62-19 Enrollment List 
No. 1120. Applicants Eligible for Co-
manche Tribal Membership.
 Vice-Chairman, Parker, 
made the motion to approve. Tippe-
connie,  seconds the motion. The mo-
tion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 63-19 Enrollment List 
No. 1121. Applicants Eligible for Co-
manche Tribal Membership. Tabled. 
Moved to Executive Session. 
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion to approve to move the resolu-
tion to Executive Session. Red Elk, 
seconds the motion. The motion car-
ries. 6/0/1.
 No. 64-19 Enrollment List 
No. 1122. Applicant is Ineligible for 
membership with the Comanche Na-
tion. 
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion to approve. Parker, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 65-19 Enrollment List 
No.1123. Applicant does not descend 
from a Comanche Allottee. Therefore 
each applicant is Ineligible for mem-
bership with the Comanche Nation.
 Red Elk, made the motion 
to approve. Tippeconnie, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 66-19 Enrollment List 
No. 1124. The applicant is not Eligi-
ble for membership with the Coman-
che Nation. 
 Parker, made the motion to 
approve. Red Elk, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 67-19 P&R Amend 
Policies. Tabled. Moved to Executive 
Session. 
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion to approve. Parker, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 68-19 THPO City of 
Boulder. The city of Boulder, Colo., 
needs a representative from the Co-
manche Nation to be involved with 
the group to work on all ceremonial 
purposes. This will be a continually 
consultation. The working group will 
meet cordially and will need a repre-
sentative from the Comanche Nation 
via conference calls, and skype. The 
working group was established in 
1996 and there is a Annual meeting 
every March. The THPO Director, 
and associate, needs an official nomi-
nation from this action. THPO Reps 
across the country will be a part of 
this working group. 
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion to approve. CBC No.1, Narcom-
ey, seconds the motion. The motion 
carries 6/0/1.
 No. 69-19 Emergency 
Management AED Replacement. 
Replace the old AED that are in the 
end of their warranty. The safety of 
the tribal members and employees 
is key essential and especially if a 
sudden cardiac arrest happens. Pub-
lic Defibrillators gives the victim a 
chance of survival. It is important the 
Comanche Nation Employees have 

Eleven Resolutions Passed During the 
May CBC Monthly Meeting

Story by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

the updated equipment to handle an 
emergency efficiently. 
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion. Poahway, seconds the motion. 
The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 70-19 Realty. Purchase 
of Commercial Land. Property to 
be purchased for the Lawton ECDC 
Childcare Center.  
 Red Elk, made the motion. 
Parker, seconds the motion. The mo-
tion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 71-19 Realty. Yack-
eyonny Tract 2310. Tabled for further  
discussion. 
 Parker, made the motion. 
Narcomey, seconds the motion. The 
motion carries 5/1/1.
 No. 72-19 CBC. To appoint 
Gaming Commissioner. The Coman-
che Business Committee recognizes 
the qualifications of Cheryl Lewis, 
to serve at Commissioner No. 3. It 
has been determined that it is in the 
best interest of the Nation to appoint 
Lewis to the Comanche Nation Gam-
ing Commission. Lewis will serve a 
three-year term until her successor 
shall be seated as the Commissioner 
No. 3 of the CNGC in accordance 
with the Comanche Nation Gaming 
Ordinance. 
 Ahdosy, made the motion. 
Narcomey, seconds the motion. The 
motion carries. 5/1/1.
 No. 73-19 CBC. To approve 
Travel for NCAI Conference. The 
Comanche Nation has been a creden-
tial member of the National Congress 
American Indians. Robert Tippe-
connie, a present alternate Southern 
Plains Vice- President of NCAI being 
a primary delegate of Comanche Na-
tion is authorized to attend and travel 
to the Summer NCAI meeting sched-
uled June 23-27, in Sparks, Nevada. 
 Narcomey, made the mo-
tion. Parker, seconds the motion. The 
motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 74-19 CBC- Tahmah-
kera property. Tabled. Moved to Ex-
ecutive Session.
 No. 75-19 CBC. Comanche 
Construction. The Comanche Con-
stitution establishes the CBC as the 
duly elected official body designated 
to conduct business for and on behalf 
of the Comanche Nation. Since 2005, 
the CBC at that time enacted the Co-
manche Nation Charter  to officially 
do business under the incorporated 
name of the Comanche Nation En-
terprise. Since 2005, there has been 
numerous boards appointed and the 
only concentrated endeavour accom-
plished was a construction company 
and there has not been a enrolled Co-
manche member that has been at the 
head of operation of this construction 
endeavour. The CBC hereby calls for 
George Tahdooahnippah, to be the 
Co-Director of the operations in a 
membership capacity of Comanche 
Nation Construction. Tahdooahnip-
pah has the credentials and experi-
ence to be the Comanche Nations 
invested interest in the future of the 
Comanche Nation Construction. 
 Parker, made the motion. 
Tippeconnie, seconds the motion. 
The motion carries. 6/0/1. 
 No. 76-19 HIP. Amend Ap-
plication. Home Improvement Pro-
grams Structural Guideline. 
 Parker, made the  motion. 
Tippeconnie, seconds the motion. 
The motion carries. 6/0/1. 
 The meeting was adjourned 
at 1:45 p.m. and Executive Session 
followed.

COMANCHE EMBLEM
Continued from Page 1
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GOVERNOR’S AWARD. Juanita Pahdopony was one of 17 individu-
als the Oklahoma Arts Council that honored for their contributions 
to the arts in Oklahoma during the 43rd Governor’s Arts Awards on 
April 16. Pictured from left, Oklahoma State Representative District 
62, Daniel Pae, James Sharrock, Nancy Sharrock, and Juanita Pah-
dopony. The awards were presented by Governor Kevin Stitt during 
a special ceremony at the Oklahoma State Capitol. Pahdopony was 
presented the Community Service Award, which recognizes signifi-
cant contributions to the arts in specific Oklahoma communities in 
the areas of leadership and volunteerism. Through art, literary, and 
film, Pahdopony has been an ambassador for Comanche culture. As 
a tech advisor on the AMC television series “The Son,” she ensured 
authentic Indigenous representation. Board service has included the 
Southern Plains Indian Museum Association, Wordcraft Circle of 
Native Writers and Storytellers, and Jacobson Foundation. 

Courtesy Photo

 In an effort to upgrade the Comanche Nation Waterpark’s operations, 
Comanche Nation Tribal Administrator, John D. Wahnee, in collaboration 
with the Comanche Nation Information Technology Department (IT), is in the 
process of upgrading the Point of Sale (POS) system at the facility.
 “When an internet outage occurs at the waterpark or museum, credit 
and debit transactions cannot be processed. We recommend purchasing a new 
POS system with cellular backup capabilities. Since research and develop-
ment is one of our departments tasks, we have evaluated industry leading 
POS system, and have determined Clover to be the best fit for the waterpark’s 
needs,” stated IT Director, Charles Crutcher. 
 The former system has been in operation at the waterpark since 2011, 
and is not capable of handling the waterpark’s operations.  

Technical System In Process of Being 
Upgraded at Comanche Waterpark

By Jolene Schonchin/ News Staff

can graduating senior who best exemplifies the qualities for which Lorentino stands. 
 The family of Lorentino were there to celebrate this special honor. 
 “I see her legacy continuing. This is a big honor. Not just for her, but for the family  as well. We are more then 
happy that this ceremony was for her behalf. She would have been pleased.” said her son, Ludy Lorentino. 

tee granted the due process required 
under the Comanche Nation Con-
stitution. Practically speaking, this 
means that the election may proceed. 
The Election Office and the Coman-
che Business Committee determined 
that fundamental fairness required 
postponing the election so that those 
Tribal Council members that wanted 
to submit absentee ballots may do 
so in an adequate time-frame.  We 
apologize for any confusion that this 
process may have caused.”
 On the ballot are the Fiscal 

RENAMING
Continued from Page 1

ELECTION
Continued from Page 1

Year  2019-2020 budget, the candi-
dates for Comanche Business Com-
mittee positions 1 and 2, and the 
Tribal Administrator.
 The Candidates are:

CBC No. 1
Jackie Codopony Jr.

Conrad Galey
Deborah Hendrix

John Parker
June Sovo

CBC No. 2
Eddie Ahdosy

Tony Miller
Blu Pahdocony

Diana Gail Doyebi-Sovo

Tribal Administrator
Phyllis Attocknie
Lor Ann Stopes

    John David Wahnee
 For more information about 
the election, contact the Comanche 
Nation Election Office, (580) 492-
3354.
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PREPARING FOR POWWOW. The Comanche Homecoming Com-
mittee has made improvements to the MC Stand at Sultan Park, 
Walters, Okla., in preparation for the 67th Annual Comanche 
Homecoming Celebration, July 19-21. Since 1952, Comanche tribal 
members gather at the park for weekend celebration.

Courtesy Photo

 While now on the brink of 
success, Travis Komahcheet’s path 
is laden with the remains of the “bad 
medicine” he and his wife have en-
dured. Raised in a non-Native envi-
ronment he describes as “dysfunc-
tional poor” Komahcheet taught 
himself to draw on the back of tith-
ing envelopes his mother gave him to 
keep him quiet in church. 
 “My way of making friends 
was drawing pictures for them. It was 
my first feeling of knowing that I had 
something to share,” reminisced the 
Comanche co-owner of Intertribal 
Visions Unlimited, a cutting-edge 
multimedia design company based in 
Cache, Oklahoma.
 Advancing past notebook 
paper and other media, he realized his 
need for advance technical skills. His 
host of professional friends helped, 
but without income from the carpen-
try he abandoned due to heatstroke, 
he instead enrolled in college. For 
one semester. Then he applied for a 
job as graphic artist that required a 
degree. He got it anyway, and “spent 
three years working in ferocious, 
highly professional, fast-paced envi-
ronment” training-ground. 
 During his three years there, 
the Komahcheets, Travis and his 
wife and Intertribal Visions co-owner 
Kristy- also toured with a rock band. 
In spite of their passion for music, 
“the lifestyle of touring wasn’t very 
spiritual,’ Travis Komahcheet admits, 
and it brought both of them to their 
knees. Literally. “I Made a pact with 
God that I would do right even though 

I hadn’t been living it. Spirituality 
was lacking in all of my life, and I 
wanted to correct that. The power of 
one wasn’t working for me,” he re-
counts.
 So they relocated to Okla-
homa 10 years ago and hit restart. 
Travis also wanted to get to know his 
father and reconnect with his Coman-
che roots.
 But his highly romanticized 
version of Tribal life was quickly 
dashed. Komahcheet experienced the 
negative social impact of historical 
trauma on people. Worse, bad medi-
cine- which he didn’t believe in be-
fore coming to Oklahoma- engulfed 
them. 
 His antidote? “Carrying 
myself so strongly that when people 
looked at me they would say, “That’s 
what a Native looks like.” 
 When Komahcheet side 
work eventually created a schism 
with his employer, he broke off on his 
own. Then a fortuitous meeting with 
Gary and Carmen Davis changed his 
life, setting a new bar for the quality 
of his work and infusing him with re-
newed passion.
 The Komahcheets incorpo-
rated Intertribal Visions Unlimited in 
May 2010, and generated immediate 
income by hitting the powwow trail. 
“We were on fire. We were relent-
less,” Travis recalls.
 Intertribal Visions offers 
branding, graphic design, illustration, 
printing, pro-sound, recording, web 
development, video and more. Their 
store of Intertribal-themed merch 

features hoodies, shirts, headwear, 
skate decks, flags, decals, prints and 
more.
 While a hit, running his own 
firm was “away different scene.”
 Someone unexpectedly 
pulled their business. Other clients 
didn’t pay their bills. Things fell 
apart. Nearly broke, Komahcheet 
confesses he thought of calling it 
quits. “Nothing was happening fast 
enough in spite of my prayers” and it 
left him in deep depression.
 A Call to speak at the Co-
manche Nation job fair to talk about 
being an entrepreneur pushed him 
back on his path. The Comanche 
people reacted with encouragement, 
a Comanche Business Committee 
member funded the Komahcheet’s 
rebuilding of the abandoned print 
business on the Reservation, and 
Tribal business returned. 
 “The whole adventure has 
been exhausting, enlightening a bru-
tal. But I want to inspire. I want the 
flicker to become a raging flame,” 
Komahcheet explains. 
 And it is. So much so that he 
hasn’t been able to share their vision. 
Until now. Having rebuilt since those 
dark days of 2017, the Komahcheets 
have just added multimedia capabil-
ity to their long list of high-quality 
graphics art products.
 Komahcheets best advice 
for new entrepreneurs? “Put God 
first, find the right team surround 
yourself with people that will educate 
you, and embrace putting yourself 
outside your comfort zone.”

Travis Komahcheet, Owner of Intertribal Visions
Recognized as Top 50 Entrepreneurs by Native 

Business Magazine

“Copyright © 2019 Nativebusinessmag.com. All rights reserved. Reprinted with permission from Nativebusinessmag.com.”
Courtesy Photo
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Programs
Social Service Dept. Gives 

Tips to Save Energy & Stay 
Cool This Summer

 In an article recently pub-
lished in an on-line newsletter from 
PSO May 16, 2019, titled, “Power 
Forward,” they listed four ways to 
save energy and stay cool. School 
is out for the summer, which means 
your family may be spending more 
time at home for the next few months. 
Some increase in your energy use 
during the summer is inevitable, but 
it doesn’t have to skyrocket. Below 
is a list of tips for keeping cool this 
summer:

1.  Install a programmable 
thermostat to save on cooling costs.
 This will allow you to set 
thermostat to a schedule so that you 
don’t have to adjust it throughout the 
day. Once it is installed you can ex-
plain to your family the importance 
of energy efficiency and the goals 
that come with switching to a pro-
grammable thermostat. You can sign 
up for PSO’s Power Hours Program 
and you could save up to 30% on 
your bill during the summer months 
and get a FREE programmable ther-
mostat when you enroll.

2. Enjoy the outdoors
 Enjoy the warmer weather 
and all the savings that come with it 
when you spend some quality time 
outdoors. Spend time bonding with 
family and friends over yard games, 
cook-outs, or trips to the park for pic-
nics! Before you head out make sure 
you have turned off all the lights, 
unplugged any unused electronics or 
appliances and adjusted your thermo-
stat to reap the most savings.

3.  Turn off unused lights until 
its second nature
 Lights left on when not 
needed can waste an enormous 
amount of energy, especially if they 
are traditional incandescent bulbs. 
Switch to LED bulbs to save energy 
even when the lights are on, and then 
lead by example—if you turn off the 
lights every time you leave the room, 
your family will have an easier time 
doing it themselves. 

4. Talk to your children about 
energy efficiency
 The best thing to do to save 
energy is to talk to your kids about 
it.  Energy Kids is an initiative from 
the US Energy Information Admin-
istration devoted to teaching chil-
dren about energy through riddles, 
puzzles, quizzes and activity sugges-
tions.
  The Comanche Nation 
Social Services has several activity 
books about energy efficiency and 
water preservation. Please stop by 
our department for some material and 
have a great “COOL” summer! 
 

 The Comanche Nation So-
cial Services is excited to announce 
the dates for our summer cooling util-
ity assistance program.  The cooling 
component of our LIHEAP program 
will begin at 9 a.m. on July 16, and 
will end when all funds are exhaust-
ed. You must meet federal income 
guidelines and reside within the five 
county services area (Comanche, Ki-
owa, Caddo, Cotton and Tillman). 
 If you have any questions, 
please contact the Comanche Nation 
Social Services at (580) 492-3358.

Gravel Tinhorn Schedule 
June 2019

 Please take note as to when 
your area falls on the schedule each 
month, and submit your application 
30 days prior to the deadline. The 
month indicated in quotation marks 
are when the Gravel/Tinhorn Pro-
gram will be working in that area. 
Please make sure to update applica-
tion yearly.
• June 1 through June 30 Applica-

tions for Cyril and Fletcher Area 
“August”

• July 1 through July 31 Applica-
tions for Apache Area “Octo-
ber”

• August 1 through August 31 Ap-
plications for Elgin Area “No-
vember”

• Gravel Tinhorn Program will 
be assisting with the Comanche 
Nation Fair and will not be tak-
ing applications in September.

• October 1 through October 31 
Applications for Anadarko and 
Fort Cobb Area “December”

• December 1 through December 
31 Applications for Cache Area 
“January”

Qualifications Include: 
• If there is any changes in the 

contact number please advise us. 
Fill out completely.

• Must be enrolled Comanche Na-
tion tribal member over the age 
of 18 and provide a C.D.I.B

• Proof of ownership/residency 
(utility bill) must be provided.

• Must not benefit a business or 
non- Comanche Tribal Member 
(rental homes)

• No custom driveways circle or 
horseshoe. (1) Tinhorn per drive-
way must be installed by depart-
ment.

• Must reside within the Coman-
che Nation service area. (Cad-
do, Comanche, Cotton, Grady, 
Kiowa, Tillman and Stephens 
County)

 If you have any questions/
concerns please call the office at 
(580) 492-3308 Monday-Friday from 
8  a.m. to 5 p.m.

Elder Council Annual Picnic 
Information

 The Comanche Nation Elder 
Council will meet on Monday, June 3, 
at the West Pavilion at Elder Thomas 
Park (Just past the Comanche Nation 
Museum) beginning at 10 a.m., for 
the annual picnic.  There’s BINGO 
and Horse Shoes for everyone to en-
joy; lunch will be served. 
 All members of the Coman-
che Nation age 62 and older are auto-
matically members of the Comanche 
Nation Elder Council and are invited 
to attend our monthly meetings.  No 
children please.

All Comanche Tribal 
members are invited to 

the 5th Annual Coman-
che Nation Youth Dance 

Project Performance
6:30 p.m., June 29 

Comanche Nation Educa-
tion Center, Lawton. 

Southern Plains Indian 
Housing (SPIHA) 

Announced Winners

 The Southern Plains Indian 
Housing Association (SPIHA) an-
nounced their winners for the 2018 
Safety Poster Contest during their 
Spring Meeting in April.  The Co-
manche Nation Housing Authority 
had two winners that placed.
 For the K-3 Category, Lexie 
Niedo place first place and received a 
$500 reward. Niedo is enrolled mem-
ber of the Comanche Nation, she is 
the 8-year-old daughter of Angela 
and Derek Niedo.  Niedo’s poster 
was submitted to AMERIND Risk 
in February for National voting.  The 
judging will take place at the annual 
AMERIND Risk NAIHC Conven-
tion and Tradeshow on May 7-9.
 For the 4-6 Category, Parker 
Wiegand took second place and re-
ceived a $300 reward.  Wiegand is 
a enrolled member of the Comanche 
Nation.  Wiegand is the 10-year-
old son of Lilly Pekah Wiegand 
and Andy Wiegand from Lakeville, 
Minn.  Wiegand is the grandson of 
Willie Pekah.
 The Comanche Nation 
Housing Authority will be conduct-
ing it’s 3rd Annual Safety Poster 
Contest in October.

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo

Museum Gift Shop Now 
Selling Beads and Fringe
 The Comanche National 
Museum Gift shop is now selling 
beads, fringe, and other Native craft-
ing supplies.  The Gift Shop is open 
Monday through Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m., and Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m.  
 Unmasking the Truth:  
This History of the Comanche Lan-
guage is currently on exhibit in the 
Comanche National Museum and 
Cultural Center’s gallery.  The exhi-
bition examines the tribe’s language, 
past, present and future.  Included 
in this exhibit are eight plaster “life-
mask” castings of Comanches that 

Diabetes Awareness 
Completes Active 
Warriors Walk

 The Active Warriors Walk-
ing Program was held February 5 
- April 24.  Participants received a 
completion certificate and was pro-
vided various incentives throughout 
the program
 Several women diligently 
attended the walking program with 
the determination of improving their 
health.
 There were no deterrents as 
the walking program was held at the 
Central Mall in downtown Lawton, 
Okla.  This was a big plus as no mat-
ter the weather conditions, the walk-
ing program did not stop.

Courtesy Photo

Pictured from left:  LaQuinta Hol-
comb, Danita Washa, Romanita 
Ware, Patti Cravett, and Doreen 
Santana.  Not pictured:  Larue 
Parker, Ina Yackeschi, Chris and 
Gus McCarthy.

Summer LIHEAP 
Starting Soon

were held at Fort Marion, Florida 
nearly 150 years ago.  The prisoners 
were alive when their images were 
made.  The casts are on loan from 
Harvard University’s Peabody Mu-
seum in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  
The exhibit is on display until August 
31.

 In May, the Comanche Na-
tion Prevention and Recovery staff 
presented to the CBC requesting an 
update on policies and procedures 
for the Residential Treatment Cen-
ter. The major change to the policy, 
is the Residential Treatment Center is 
now a long-term, six  month recovery 
program. Program goals of the Resi-
dential Treatment Center include, 
meeting the individual needs of every 
participant, by teaching them tools 
and skills needed to achieve, and 
maintain, a life of recovery and well-
ness. The therapeutic environment 
is a long-term, structured program 
including, but not limited to, assess-
ment services, individual and group 
counseling, alcoholism/substance 

Prevention and Recovery 
Updated Policies for 

Residential Treatment 
Center

abuse education, self-awareness, 
decision-making, life skills develop-
ment, cultural lessons, conflict reso-
lution, and educational classes. By 
implementing a holistic approach to 
recovery, the participants will learn 
a multitude of skills to apply in their 
daily lives upon discharge. The up-
dated Mission Statement is as fol-
lows: “The Mission of the Comanche 
Nation Residential Treatment Center 
is to empower the personal transfor-
mation of individuals suffering from 
chemical dependency, by providing a 
holistic approach toward healing and 
recovery, in a safe and compassionate 
environment, in order to maintain a 
life free of addiction.” 
 The Comanche Nation Re-
integration Department recently relo-
cated to offices maintained with the 
Residential Treatment Center. The 
physical address is 8501 NW Mad-
ische, Lawton, OK 73507. All other 
contact information is as follows: 
Phone: (580) 492-3623; E-mail re-
integration@comanchenation.com, 
Fax: (580) 492-5029, mailing ad-
dress P.O. Box 908, Lawton, Okla., 
73502. 
 The Comanche Nation Pre-
vention and Recovery/Reintegra-
tion staff are continuing to partner 
with Comanche Nation Tribal courts 
and probation, as well as Comanche 
County District Courts, Lawton Pro-
bation and Parole, DHS, and similar 
agencies to ensure the tribal members 
are receiving appropriate services. 
All Prevention and Recovery/Reinte-
gration staff are dedicated to foster-
ing the recovery and wellness of the 
tribal members facing addiction and 
subsequent consequences. 
 For questions about pro-
grams or services offered please call 
(580) 492-3614.
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Programs
 The Comanche Nation Police Department held their annual Cops and Kids Picnic on May 14. The event was held at the tribal headquarters. The staff, along 
with numerous Comanche Nation programs, sponsored activities including; amusement rides, face paintings, pony rides, bouncy house, Titanic ship,  ride-a-longs with 
tribal police in their police cruisers, B.A.C.A. (Bikers Against Child Abuse) handed out free sno-cones and popcorn to all in attendance, free hotdogs, hamburgers, 
chips, pop, water,  and prizes (bikes and toys), and a car show featured the Hooligans Car Club. The Comanche Tribal Police Department thanks everyone who came 
out to help make this event a success. 

7th Annual Cops and Kids Picnic Brings Big Smiles and Excitement 
for over 2,000 Attendees!!

Children were all smiles enjoying the Free pony rides for all ages during the 7th Annual Cops and Kids Picnic held at the Comanche Nation Com-
plex.

The kids were able to get their face 
painted with different unique de-
signs. 

Children holding the Lucky Ticket, won 
a free bike and  Safety helmet at the Cops 
and Kids Picnic.

The kids participated in a Competitive Endurance race. Each child 
had to place a velcros - cube as far as they could on a velcros strip 
before a Bungee rope pulled them back.

Toys, toys, and more toys! Majority of  the kids in attendance walked 
away with a free toy of their choice at the end of the Cops and Kids event.

Photos by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

Comanche Nation Lends a Helping Hand
Comanche Nation Emergency Management Collected and Delivered Donations to The Oglala Sioux Tribe

Courtesy Photo

 The Oglala Sioux Tribe ex-
perienced a catastrophic winter storm 
and flooding in March, leaving many 
of their tribal members displaced, 
and without homes or belongings. 
The extreme weather and bad roads 
left many residents stranded for near-
ly two weeks with limited food and 
water. 
 The Oglala Sioux Tribe de-
clared a state of emergency on March 
14, severe, winter weather resulted 
in a complete closure and lockdown 
of the reservation. This action left an 
inability for emergency services to 
adequately access roads and provide 
emergency medical assistance in a 
timely manner. Severe damage and 
destruction to homes, other build-
ings and structures, vehicles, utilities, 
trees, cattle, buffalo, other livestock 
and wildlife. Several homes, bridges, 
and roads across the reservation have 
suffered severe flooding and damage, 
causing endangerment to lives.  
 Renea Toahty, Comanche 
Nation Emergency Management Li-
aison Officer, would like to thank 
Comanche Nation Entertainment for 
stepping up to assist the Comanche 
Nation Emergency Management by 
hosting an Indian taco sale that pro-
vided funding to purchase supplies 
for the donations. Martha Turner and 
her team went above and beyond to 
assist our brothers and sisters of the 
Oglala Sioux Tribe. 
 With the support and ap-
proval of our administration we came 

together and were able to help anoth-
er nation in their time of need.   
 All donations and purchases 
were personally delivered to the Pine 
Ridge Reservation by Lyle Cable, 

Courtesy Photo

Comanche Nation Emergency 
Management Director, Lyle Cable 
and tribal employee, Jared Ko-
paddy make sure donations are 
securely tied down for the trip to 
Pine Ridge, S.D.

Donations collected and purchased by the Comanche Nation Emergency Management Department, to help the 
Oglala Sioux Tribe in South Dakota.  A horrific winter storm and flooding left members of the Sioux Tribe on 
the Pine Ridge Reservation homeless and in desperate need of emergency help. The Oglala Sioux Tribe declared 
a state of emergency for the Pine Ridge Reservation.

Comanche Nation Emergency Man-
agement Director and Jared Kopad-
dy, Comanche Nation Information 
and Technology Department. The 
Comanche Nation Emergency Man-

agement want to thank everyone that 
supported this cause. 

Courtesy Photo

A trailer full of donations in route 
to Pine Ridge, S.D., to help the 
Oglala Sioux Tribe in a state of 
emergency.

Submitted by Renea Toahty/Comanche Nation Emergency Management Liason Office
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Culinary Corner

Recipes for Home Cooking

Ingredients
• 1 Pound medium carrots, pars-

nips, or turnips peeled
• 1 Tablespoon butter or marga-

rine
• 1 Tablespoon brown sugar

Directions
1. Cut the carrots or parsnips in 

half, both crosswise and length-
wise. (or cut the turnips into bite-
size pieces)

2. In a medium saucepan cook car-
rots or parsnips, covered, in a 

Easy Roasted Potatoes
Ingredients

• 3 Medium round red or white 
potatoes (1 pound), cut into 
eights or 10 to 12 tiny new po-
tatoes (1 pound), halved

• 2 Tablespoons olive oil or but-
ter or margarine, melted

• 1/2 Teaspoon onion powder
• 1/4 Teaspoon garlic salt
• 1/4 Teaspoon black pepper
• 1/8 Teaspoon paprika

Directions
1. Place potatoes in a greased 

9x9x2-inch baking pan. Com-
bine oil, onion powder, garlic 
salt, pepper, and paprika; drizzle 
over potatoes, tossing to coat. 
Bake in a 325* oven for 45 min-
utes. Stir potatoes; bake 10 to 
20 minutes more or until pota-
toes are tender and brown on the 
edges. 

Three Sisters Stew

Ingredients
• 1 Large butternut squash 

(about 2 pounds-can be pur-
chased already peeled and pre-
cut)

• 1 Tablespoons olive oil
• 1 Medium onion, chopped
• 2 to 4 Cloves garlic, minced
• 1 Medium green or red bell 

pepper, cut into short narrow 
strips

• 14-to 16-ounce Can fire-roast-
ed diced tomatoes, with liquid

• 2 to 3 cups cooked or canned 
(drained and rinsed) pink or 
pinto beans

• 2 Cups corn kernels (from 2 
large or medium ears, or fro-
zen)

• 1 Cup homemade or canned 
vegetable stock, or water

• 1 or 2 small fresh hot chilies, 
seeded and minced, or one 
4-ounce can chopped mild 
green chilies

• 2 Teaspoons ground cumin
• 2 Teaspoons chili powder or 

mesquite seasoning, or more, 
to taste

• 1 Teaspoon dried oregano

Brown Sugar-Glazed Carrots

Oven-Fried Pork Chops

WE WANT TO SEE 
WHAT YOU ARE 

COOKING!

Send a picture of any of the 
recipes you try on the “Cu-
linary Corner” page, and it 
will be in an issue of TCNN, 
and TCNN will mail you a 
gift of thanks. Email your 
name, picture, and which 
recipe you used, to: stacey.
heminokeky@comanchenation.
com

Ingredients
• 4 Pork loin chops, cut 3/4 inch 

thick
• 2 Tablespoons butter, melted
• 1 Beaten egg
• 2 Tablespoons milk
• 1/4 Teaspoon black pepper
• 1 Cup herb-seasoned stuffing 

mix, finely crushed
Directions

1. Trim fat from meat. Pour butter 
into a 13x9x2 inch baking pan, 
tilting pan to coat the bottom. 
In a shallow dish combine egg, 
milk, and pepper. Place stuffing 
mix in another shallow dish. Dip 
chops into egg mixture. Coat 
both sides with stuffing mix. 
Place in prepared pan. 

2. Bake, uncovered, in a 425* oven 
for 10 minutes. Turn chops. 
Bake for 10-15 minutes more 
or until done (160*F) and juices 
run clear. 

Comanche Word Search

June- PUHI MUA
Summer- TAATSA
Graduate- TURATSUMAI
Father-AHPU
Dive- PAMUTSI?ITU
Water- PAA
Ice Cream- AISI KURI?I
Soak in Water- PARUKITU
Sunrise- TABETOI
Tree- HUUPI
Flower- TOTSIYAA

Word Bank

Hash Brown Potatoes

Ingredients
• 3 Medium potatoes (1 pound)
• 1/4 Cup finely chopped onion
• 1/4 Teaspoon salt
• 1/8 Teaspoon black pepper

• 3 Tablespoons butter or mar-
garine

Directions
1. Peel potatoes; coarsely shred to 

make 3 cups. Rinse the shredded 
potatoes and pat dry with paper 
towels. Combine shredded pota-
toes, onion, salt, and pepper.

2. In a large skillet melt butter. Us-
ing a pancake turner, pat potato 
mixture into skillet. Cook over 
medium-low heat about 10 min-
utes or until bottom is crisp. Cut 
into 4 wedges; turn. Cook for 
8 to 10 minutes more or until 
golden. 

small amount of boiling salted 
water for 8 to 10 minutes (10 to 
12 minutes for turnips) or until 
crisp-tender. Drain; remove from 
pan. 

• Salt and freshly ground black 
pepper

• 1/4 Cup minced fresh cilantro 
or parsley

Directions
1. Preheat oven to 375* degrees F.
2. Cut Squash in half lengthwise 

and remove seeds. Cover with 
foil and place the halves, cut side 
up, in a foil-lined shallow bak-
ing pan. If you don’t have sharp 
enough knives, just wrap the 
squash in foil and bake it whole. 
Bake for 40-50 minutes until you 
can pierce through with a knife 
with little resistance. 

3. When cool enough to handle 
scrape out the seeds and fibers 
if you haven’t already. Slide and 
peel into large dice. 

4. Heat the oil in a soup pot. Add 
the onion and saute over medi-
um-low heat until translucent. 
Add the garlic and continue to 
saute until the onion is golden.

5. Add the squash and all remain-
ing ingredients except the last 2 
and bring to a simmer. Simmer 
gently, covered, until all the veg-
etables are tender, about 20-25 
minutes. Season to taste with salt 
and pepper. 

6. If time allows, let the stew stand 
for 1-2 hours before serving, 
then heat through as needed. Just 
before serving, stir in the cilan-
tro or parsley. The stew should 
be thick and very moist but not 
soupy; add additional stock or 
water if needed. Adjust season-
ings to you liking. 

Note: According to the Strong Heart 
Study Newsletter, corn, beans, and 
squash are three inseparable sisters 
who only grow and thrive togeth-
er. This tradition of interplanting 
corn, beans and squash in the same 
mounds, widespread among Native 
American farming societies, is a so-
phisticated, sustainable system that 
provided long-term soil fertility and 
a healthy diet to generations. 

Find the Comanche words in the Word Search below. Words can be found in ALL directions. Good Luck!!!!!
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Never Forget Our Heroes
CIVA’s 43rd Annual Memorial Day Celebration Pays Tribute to Those Who Served and  Those 

Who  Gave the Ultimate Sacrifice for Freedom

Placing the CIVA Memorial Wreath were the family members of the late 
Joseph Plata. From left: Christine Plata, Teresa Plata, Victoria Plata, all 
daughters of Plata, and Elizabeth Plata, the widow of Joseph Plata.

Vietnam War Veterans and one Army Airborne Division Veteran received 
Quilts of Valor at the Memorial Day Ceremony May 27.

Comanche veteran, Rhonda Wil-
liams, gives a powerful speech 
during the 43rd Annual CIVA 
Memorial Day Celebration, May 
27, at the Comanche Nation Com-
plex.

Original CIVA member, Jerome 
Tahhahwah, Korean War Veteran,  
is in attendance at the annual 
CIVA Memorial Day Celebration.

CIVA Princess, Trinity Ahtone, 
performs Native sign language to 
the National Anthem, while her 
mother, Megan Mahseet, former 
CIVA Princess, sings.

 The Comanche Indian Veter-
ans Association held its 43rd Annual 
Memorial Day Ceremony on May 27, 
at Watchetaker Hall and the Court of 
Honor, Comanche Nation Complex. 
This year’s ceremony was dedicated 
to the late Talbert Allen Goodday, and 
Joseph Rivas Plata.
 “These men are tribal mem-
bers who made the ultimate sacrifice 
for us to continue. By making the ulti-
mate sacrifice for the country, we can 
enjoy the freedoms we have today. 
They paid for them with their lives. It 
is the highest honor we can give our 
Comanche warriors is to remember 
them and honor them on Memorial 
Day,” said CIVA Commander, Kevin 
Pohawpatchoko. 
  Jimmy Caddo began the 
ceremony with an invocation, fol-
lowed by the posting of colors. For-
mer CIVA Princess, Megan Mahseet, 
sang the National Anthem, while her 
daughter, the current CIVA Princess, 
Trinity Ahtone, performed sign lan-
guage to the song.
 The guest speaker for the 
event was Lieutenant Colonel Rhonda 
Y. Chalepah Williams. Williams was 
commissioned into the Army through 
Cameron University ROTC Coman-
che Battalion as a Second Lieutenant 
on September 16 1994, and entered 
active duty on June 13, 1995.
 Her speech moved the audi-
ence as she expressed. 
  “Today, we gather as free 
Americans, free Comanche’s, as free 
men and women, both Native and 
Non-Native, because our freedom 
was paid for in advance by the sac-
rifices offered by these 13 Comanche 
Warriors and others like them-who 
paid for our freedom with their very 
own lives. So as we gather today, here 
at this moment, we’ve come to honor 
our Warriors, our hero’s. 
 President Reagan said, 
“Freedom is never more than one 
generation away from extinction”. 
Let me repeat this again, “Freedom 
is never more than one generation 
away from extinction.” He went on to 
say, “We did not pass it to our chil-
dren in the bloodstream. It must be 
fought for, protected and handed on 
for them to do the same or one day we 
will spend our sunset years telling our 
children and our children’s children 
what it was once like in the United 
States where men were free.” When 
I read this quote, it reminded me of 
the times of when I was deployed, 
because while deployed...seeing the 
people in some of those countries I’d 
been in, I would realize of why I was 
deployed. 
 Countries such as Iraq, Af-
ghanistan, Korea are in some ways 
either still fighting for their freedom 
or in a state of transitioning toward 
freedom. I also recognized, as Co-
manches, as Natives, we’ve experi-
enced this once already, God help us 
to not have to endure this ever again. 
Comanche’s have fought and died 
for their freedoms before the United 
States as a nation existed. Coman-
che’s fought and died during the In-
dian Wars, fighting and protecting 
territorial lands. Comanche’s fought 
when they weren’t recognized as U.S. 
Citizens during WWI and we’ve con-
tinued to fight and die during WWII, 
Korean War, Vietnam, Persian Gulf 
War, Iraqi Freedom, Enduring Free-
dom (Afghanistan). We’ve fought and 
died in defense of this nation  because 
we behold our freedoms as precious 
and priceless. 
 When I was younger, my 
grandma and my mom and aunties, 
we would all get together, then drive a 
full day, from sunrise to sunset, mak-
ing our rounds at numerous cemeter-
ies throughout this area. We would 
do this days in advance because we’d 
clean up the graves and grandma 
wanted to put her flowers out ahead 
of Memorial Day. We would start in 
Anadarko then go to Fort Sill Cem-
eteries, then go to Walters Cemetery, 
then go to Indiahoma Cemetery. That 
seemed to depend on how much sun-
light grandma thought we had left. 
When I was younger, especially as a 
teenager, I didn’t fully appreciate this 

day long venture but I do now, more 
than ever.  
 Last weekend, we had the 
Armed Forces Day Banquet. How-
ever, leading up to the banquet, just 
weeks before was the “Days of Re-
membrance”, it’s our nation’s annual 
commemoration of the Holocaust.  
 Also, this reminded me of 
our Comanche Delegation upcom-
ing state visit to France for the 75th 
Anniversary of D-Day and I also 
thought about the different battles 
and liberation during WWII. With 
us today, we have two children of 
WWII Comanche Code-Talkers that 
will make this historic visit.  
 While growing up in school, 
we learned about the liberation of the 
Jews from the Holocaust Camps in 
German occupied-German controlled 
areas that were throughout Europe. 
I thought about how they not only 
survived, but they survived keeping 
their culture alive, they kept their 
native tongue (their language), then 
they went back to their homeland, 
keeping their way of life and became 
the Nation of Israel.  
 Our Armed Forces Day 
Guest Speaker was Lieutenant Col-
onel Nicolas Konieczny,  French 
Liason Officer stationed at Ft. Sill, 
Oklahoma. He spoke about growing 
up in his country and learning about 
his country history and that he was 
taught how the Comanche Codetalk-
ers were a part of their history, he 
said “Your history is my history”. 
That statement really moved me be-
cause as he said it, in amazement rev-
elation, I thought Wow!, standing in 
our (Comanche AFD Banquet) midst, 
was a living French descendent who 
is keeping his culture, speaking his 
native tongue, keeping his (their) 
French way of life. He grew up in 
freedom, living proof of the libera-
tion of France.” Not that I questioned 
history, but here’s the outcome, gen-
erations later and I thought of the 
special connections between our na-
tions (Comanche, U.S.A, France), 
and thoughts about what our US and 
Allied forces and our Codetalkers 
went through, how many had fought 
and died, how they all contributed to 
his and his countrymen freedom and 
it’s still being paid forward 75 years 
later. Well standing (more like sit-
ting) in your midst, on your left, on 
your right, in front of you, behind 
you, look around you, we are all liv-
ing descendants, generations of the 
past~Free Americans, Free Coman-
che’s, Free Men and Women and 
Children, living our American Way 
of Life and living our Comanche Way 
of Life. 
 John F. Kennedy said “A 
Nation reveals itself not only by the 
men it produces, but also by the men 
it honors, the men it remembers”. 
Comanche Nation, CIVA, we have 
produced self-less and brave men 
and women. Comanche Nation, we 
honor and remember each precious 
life. We honor all our Warriors when 
they come home, dead or alive. We 
remember each Warrior, not just year 
after year, but throughout the year. 
We’ve done this by the monuments 
we’ve built, like the Circle of Honor 
and the Code-Talker Monument. We 
honor them when we fly their service 
flags during our pow-wow’s and cer-
emonies. We are praying people, we 
pray at the table, we pray in the morn-

ing and evening, throughout our day, 
we go into our tipi, our places of wor-
ship, always praying for our loved 
ones that are serving in harms way.   
 We are preserving our cul-
ture and our language in our native 
tongue, we’ve even wrote and sing 
the Comanche songs in their honor, 
like the Comanche Codetalker Song. 
We’ve done all these things and more 
to preserve our culture while honor-
ing and remembering our fallen war-
riors, because this is our way of life. 
 I want to take a moment to 
honor and remember the men and 
women that paid the ultimate sacri-
fice. Where unprecedented tragedy 
meets unprecedented bravery. These 
are not just soldier names I recog-
nized, these are not just soldiers that I 
served with, but I knew them. 
 March 23, 2003, forever im-
pacted my life. I want to honor and 
remember all of those that died on 
March 23, 2003. I  want to honor and 
remember the eleven soldiers (9 from 
the 507th Maintenance Company) 
that were killed on March 23, 2003 in 
an ambush in Nasiriyah, Iraq. During 
this ambush, the 507th also experi-
enced five more wounded, and addi-
tional seven were taken as prisoners 
of war (POW), that were also wound-
ed. The 507th stayed in the fight, 
they didn’t redeploy the unit, they 
back-filled them, kept the command 
in place and the 507th completed it’s 
mission and returned home. 
 Also today, I want to honor 
and remember Staff Sgt. Andrew Bu-
bacz, a 23-year-old Airman, that died 
November 12, 2010, after sustaining 
head injuries while deployed as part 
of a Provincial Reconstruction Team 
(PRT) in Nuristan, Afghanistan. Ser-
geant Bubacz, (pronounced “Boo-
bahtch”) was training and maintain-
ing a large piece of equipment when 
the tragic accident occurred. Every-
one called him by his last name, be-
cause we all thought his last name 
sounded so cool. I instantly connect-
ed with Bubacz since his home-sta-
tion was at Altus Air Force Base, so 
we had the Okie connection. Every-
one loved him and honestly, some of 
us depended on him, like me. If I had 
a computer problem, radio problem, 
network problem, he was “the go-to” 
person, because he’d relentlessly fig-
ure it out and fix it, plus he was pleas-
ant to work with. He seem to easily 
fix comms type problems, he was 
responsive with a great attitude and 
smile and most of all, he was always, 
always patient with me. 
 After the accident, the team 
named our tower camera after him 
because to us, Bubacz was watching 
over us. We later named a conference 
room on the FOB in his honor. When 
our replacements arrived, they asked 
what were we calling that camera, 
and we told them the story of Bubacz. 
The new team kept his name on the 
camera and the conference room, in 
place.  
 In closing, we have a re-
sponsibility to preserve freedom and 
we do that teaching where freedom 
comes from. Teaching that freedom is 
not free. Enjoy your day of freedom 
today because we should not have 
“today is a free day off mentality” but 
I  want you to grasp your freedom by 
your thoughts and deeds as you re-
member and honor those who have 
sacrificed everything and by remem-

Story and Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

bering their families in your thoughts 
and prayers,” expressed Williams.
 Following Williams words, 
a roll call was made of the fallen war-
riors by Roger Tehauno. As the names 
were given, dog tags were placed on 
the Fallen Warrior Memorial.
The Fallen Warrior are
• PFC Johnnie Rivas 
• SGT Melvin Myers
• PVT Eli Hosetosavit
• PVT Ben Trevino
• PFC Thomas Chockpoyah
• PFC Gilbert Vidana
• PVT Henry Kosechata
• PFC Gilbert Conwoop
• CPL Dennis Karty
• LtCol Meech Tahsequah
• Pfc Russell Pesewonit
• Cpl Robert Pahcheka
• Cpl Joshua Ware
A roll call of Comanche veterans who 
died while on active duty was given 
by Lanny Asepermy:
• SSGT Teddy Tahsuda
• PVT Forrest Sunrise
• CPL Chester Tieyah
• Pfc Wendell Weryackwe
• CPL Elbert Vidana

• SGT Anthony Tahsequah
• SN Richard Wichita
• Fc1 William Kerchee
 A roll call of Comanche veterans 
who passed away in 2018-2019 was 
given by George Red Elk
• Woodrow Kopaddy
• Tyrus Mahsetky
• Riley Wahnee
• Bryan Ahdosy
• Mathew Tafoya
• Lewis Kowena
• Byron Codynah
• Vincent Wallace
• Edward Yates
• Lean Nevaquaya
• George Karty Jr.
 The ceremony moved out-
side to the Court of Honor, where the 
family of Joseph Rivas Plata placed 
the CIVA Memorial Wreath. Guests 
were given miniature American Flags 
to place around the area.
The final honoring of the afternoon 
was the presentation of Quilts of 
Valor (QOV), by the Oklahoma City 
Coordinator, Donna McCormick 
and Honor Certificates by the CIVA 
Auxiliary. The mission of the Quilts 
of Valor Foundation is to cover ser-
vice members and veterans touched 
by war with comforting and healing 
quilts. Each quilt is unique and all 
have an American Flag Star sewn 
into it.
Receiving the quilts at this year’s cel-
ebration were:
• Benjamin Clark – USMC 
and Army Vietnam War
• Louis Clark – USMC Viet-
nam War
• Mark Clark – Air Force 
Vietnam War
• Farrell Koassechony – Air 
Force Vietnam War
• Joseph Plata – Army Viet-
nam War
• Kenneth Lookingglass – 
USMC Vietnam War
• Ramonah Davis – Army 
82nd Airborne Division
 A lunch followed the cer-
emony.
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Environmental Programs Celebrates 6th Annual Earth Day

Call 580-353-9358

SALES-INSTALLATIONS-REPAIRS

SERVING: Cyril, Apache, Anadarko, Elgin,
Lawton, Gracemont & Carnegie Areas

Competitive Pricing on ALL Parts & Equipment
Regular Service Calls $69.95 

W & R MECHANICAL L.L.C

Heating and Air

Now Offering Duct Cleaning Services

Native American Owned & Operated

Authorized Lennox Dealer

We do Blown-In Insulation

DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Tax Return Preparation

Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 
for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.

  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   
REASONABLE PREP FEES

Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455

Winning first place of the Recycle 
Container Art Contest was the 
Anadarko Warriors.

Winning second place of the Re-
cycle Container Art Contest was 
Comanche Nation Daycare.

Story and Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Quanah Karty, Water Quality Technician,  explains how factors of water pollution effects the ecosystem dur-
ing the annual Comanche Nation Environmental Programs Earth Day, held April 19 at the Comanche Nation 
Complex.

Louie the Lighting Bug receives 
a big hug from a fan during the 
Earth Day celebration.

Fans of Smokey the Bear gather 
around him for a picture during 
the Earth Day Celebration.

One of the most popular activities at Earth Day were children who re-
ceived potted plants and were given paint brushes to paint their pots, 
using their imagination.

 The Comanche Nation Of-
fice of Environmental Programs held 
its sixth annual Earth Day Celebra-
tion April 19, at the Watchetaker Hall, 
Comanche Nation Complex.
 The event promotes aware-
ness of environmental issues such 
as recycling, reusing, and reducing 
to help cut down and the amount of 
waste that is thrown away, to help 
conserve natural resources, landfill 
space, and energy.
 Several local environmen-
tal programs supported the event by 
setting up booths to further educate 
the public about issues such as water 
pollution, air pollution, and land pol-
lution. Environmental Programs from 
the Delaware Tribe, Apache Tribe, 
and Fort Sill Military Base were 
among the many booths that set up. 
 “The goal of Earth day is to 
bring awareness to what we can do to 
help save our natural resources,” said 
Lynn Schonchin, Acting Director of 
the Environmental Programs. 
  Several families and day-
cares attended the event, and Schon-
chin said reaching out to young chil-
dren helps them to get into a habit of 
recycling.
 “It is easier for us to get our 
message to kids about recycling so 
they can take that back to their home 
to teach their parents and grandpar-
ents the importance of recycling and 
to apply it to their household,” he 
added.
 Hands-on activities kept 
the event lively and helped inform 
the participants of the environmental 
concerns. From decorating planting 
pots to playing Environmental BIN-
GO, both children and adults enjoyed 
the event. Several special guests 
made appearances to make sure all 
was well at the Earth Day Celebra-
tion. Louie the Lightening Bug, who 
promotes safety around electrical 
items, was greeted with many warm 
hugs from children. Smokey the bear, 
who promotes forest fire prevention, 
also made an appearance.
 A guessing game of how 
much a bundle of cardboard boxes 
weigh challenged the minds of those 
who tried to get the correct answer. 
Winning the contest was a represen-
tative from the Lawton PSO.
 Also, a recycle bin decorat-
ing contest was conducted. Winning 
the contest was:
• First Place Anadarko War-
riors
• Second Place Comanche 
Nation Daycare
• Third Place Kiowa Head 
Start
 Schonchin thanks all who 
participated in the event, and wel-
comes all to join in during next year’s 
Earth Day. 

Winning third place of the Recycle 
Container Art Contest was the Ki-
owa Head Start Program.
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Military News
Submitted by Lanny Asepermy/CIVA

Continued on Page 11

CIVA Comanche 
Delegation to

France
 13 active members of 
the Comanche Indian Veterans 
Association will be departing 
Will Rogers International Air-
port on June 4, for France to 
commemorate the 75th anni-
versary of American Military 
Forces landing in Normandy, 
France on D-Day, June 6, 
1944. The Comanche Nation 
Princess, Ashleigh Mithlo, 
PIO and Comanche Nation 
Princess Director, Jolene 
Schonchin and Singer, Kevin 
Sovo, will also accompany the 
delegation. 
 At least 24 Coman-
ches landed on either Omaha 
or Utah Beach during the inva-
sion including 14 Comanche 
Code Talkers on Utah Beach. 
 The trip is coordinat-
ed by Lanny Asepermy and his 
French counterpart, Stephane 
Jacquet, an author, museum 
curator, attorney and histo-
rian. In addition to the D-Day 
ceremony on June 6, an offi-
cial ceremony will take place, 
on June 10, at Utah Beach in 
honor of the Code Talkers. Of-
ficial ceremonies will also be 
held at the gravesites of Fallen 
Comanche Warriors - on June 
10, at the Normandy American 
Cemetery at Colleville-sur-
Mer, France for PFC Johnnie 
Rivas who was killed in ac-
tion on June 6, 1944 in Nor-
mandy; on June 11, at the Brit-
tany American Cemetery at 
Saint-James, France for PVT 
Ben Trevino who was killed 
in action on August 3, 1944 
near Saint Lo, France; on June 
12, at the Netherlands Ameri-
can Cemetery at Magraten, 
Netherlands  for PVT Henry 
“Dutch” Kosechata who died 
of combat wounds on May 1, 
1944, near Buckeburg, Ger-
many; and also on June 12, at 
the Henri-Chapelle American 
Cemetery at Liege, Belgium 
for PFC Gilbert Vidana who 
was killed in action on Sep-
tember 16, 1944, at Schlausen-
bach, Germany. 
 The delegation will 
return to Oklahoma on June 
14.
 The delegation would 
like to thank Michael and De-
nise Waddle, Paula Neubauer, 
Wilbur “Duke” Ellis and Ly-
man Guy for their generous 
donations in support of the 
trip. 

Courtesy Photo

Kevin and Shirley Ann 
Pohawpatchoo

Courtesy Photo

Roger and Linda Tehauno

Courtesy Photo

Clifford and Cheryl 
Takawana

Courtesy Photo

Lanny and Shelley 
Asepermy

Courtesy Photo

George and Clifford 
Red Elk

Courtesy Photo

Tavia Torralb, Ramonah 
Davis and Nona Gail 

Mihecoby
 It is noted that the 
United States declared war 
against Japan on December 
7, 1941, and against Germany 
and Italy on December 11, 
1941. The Germans surren-
dered on May 7, 1945, and 
the Japanese on September 2, 
1945. 
 218 Comanches 
served in the military during 
World War II. Six Comanches 
were killed in action, two oth-
ers died of combat wounds. 
Five Comanches were Prison-
ers of War, all survived captiv-
ity. 27 (including eight dead) 
Comanches were wounded in 
action. One Comanche, Ed-
ward Clark, was awarded the 
Silver Star for Gallantry and 
Raymond Portillo was award-
ed the Bronze Star for Combat 
Valor. 14 Comanches served as 
Code Talkers in Europe during 
the war – they were awarded 
the Congressional Gold Medal 
in 2008 for their service dur-
ing the war. There are current-
ly two living Comanche World 
War II veterans, Leroy Esa-
dooah now 96 years old and 
Thurman Ray Tahsuda now 93 
years old – both served in the 
European Theater during the 
war. 

The First Comanche 
“GREEN BERET”

Courtesy Photo

Wilbur “Duke” Ellis (Red 
Elk) with a Bengal Tiger.
 “Fighting Soldiers 
from the sky; fearless men that 

jump and die; men who mean 
just what they say; the brave 
men of the Green Beret; silver 
wings upon their chest; these 
are men, America’s best; one 
hundred men will test today, 
only three win the Green Be-
ret.” These are the starting lyr-
ics from the song “The Green 
Beret” written and sung by 
former Green Beret and Army 
Staff Sergeant Barry Sadler.
 Six Comanches have 
earned the prestigious Army 
“Green Beret.” The first was 
Wilbur “Duke” Ellis (Red Elk) 
followed by Cloyce “Chuck” 
Choney, Johnny Tiddark, Ken-
neth Hernasy (deceased), Pat-
rick Craig and Michael Squire.
 The United States 
Army Special Forces collo-
quially known as the Green 
Berets due to their distinctive 
service headgear are a special 
operations force of the Army. 
They were first formed in June 
1952. MSG Ellis (Red Elk) 
earned his “Green Beret” in 
1959.
 Wilbur “Duke” Ellis 
(Red Elk) was born on Sep-
tember 28, 1936, (currently 
82 years young) at the Kiowa 
Indian Hospital to Wilbur Red 
Elk, a World War II veteran, 
and the former Pauline At-
kins. He graduated from Wal-
ters High School in 1955. He 
was raised by his mother and 
stepfather, Wilmer Ellis, also 
an Army World War II veteran 
whose was wounded during 
the Battle of the Bugle and a 
Prisoner of War. 
 He served in the 
Oklahoma Army National 
Guard, while in high school, 
from 1953-55 before enlisting 
into the Army in 1955 imme-
diately after graduating from 
high school. He retired from 
the Army in 1978 earning the 
rank of Master Sergeant. His 
combat service was for eleven 
months in Vietnam starting in 
September 1967 with the 5th 
Special Forces Group (Air-
borne) attached to the Military 
Advisory Command Vietnam 
(SOG). His tour in Vietnam 
was curtailed because of inju-
ries suffered from a helicopter 
crash that was shot down. 

Courtesy Photo

Airborne School Photo
 During his 25-year 
military career MSG Ellis 
served at Fort Sill; Fort Car-
son, Colo.; Fort Campbell, 
Ky.; Fort Benning, N.C.; Fort 
Bragg, N.C.; and overseas in 
Germany, England, the Neth-
erlands, Austria, Central (Pan-
ama, Guatemala, Costa Rico, 
El Salvador) and South Amer-
ica (Peru, Columbia); South-
east Asia (Vietnam, Laos, 
Cambodia, Thailand); and the 
Middle East (Lebanon). Many 
of his assignments continue to 
be classified. 
 He completed his 
Basic Training at Fort Carson, 
Colo. His assignments have 
been with the 8th Infantry 
Division; 11th Airborne Divi-
sion; 24th Infantry Division; 
101st Airborne Division; 82nd 
Airborne Division; XVIII 
Airborne Corps; the Military 
Advisory Command Vietnam; 
and the 5th, 6th, 7th, 8th and 
77th Special Forces Groups. 

 His awards are many 
including the Presidential Unit 
Citation; the Combat Infan-
tryman, Master and Vietnam 
Parachutists, HALO, Path-
finder and Special Ops Diver 
Badges; the Jungle Expert 
insignia; the Meritorious Ser-
vice, Army Commendation 
with/Oak Leaf Cluster, Good 
Conduct with/2 Silver Clasps, 
National Defense Service, 
Vietnam Service with/3 Bat-
tle Stars, Vietnam Gallantry 
Cross with/Palm, Vietnam 
Campaign with/1960 Device; 
and Vietnam Civil Action 2nd 
Class Medals; and the Special 
Forces, Ranger, Airborne and 
Jungle Expert Tabs. 
 MSG Red Elk was 
highly-trained in demolitions, 
weapons, intelligence, com-
munications and land, air and 
sea combat operations.  

Courtesy Photo

MSG Red Elk and another 
Green Beret dedicating a 
Vietnam Memorial in Okla-
homa City in 1983.
 MSG Red Elk has 
been married for over 60 years 
to the former Janice Henson 
from Temple, Okla. They live 
in El Reno and have two sons 
and a daughter. 
 After his military 
service he worked for the BIA 
at Concho Indian School for 
two years and with the Indian 
Health Service in Oklahoma 
City, Albuquerque, N.M., and 
the Lawton Indian Hospital 
from 1980 when he retired 
again in 2010. 

Ronald Parker 
NUMU PUKUTSI

 There was once a 
very elite group of Contrary 
Warriors among the Coman-
ches called Pukutsinuu or Pu-
kutsi – the Pukutsi was brave 
to the extreme point even be-
yond the foolhardy stage. The 
origin of the Pukutsi is ob-
scure and the idea behind the 
behavior of those fearless war-
riors was not handed down. 
“Any man brave enough and 
desiring to do so could be-
come a Pukutsi. No one ever 
molested a Pukutsi because 
he was so recklessly brave. 
He wore a long sash around 
his waist. In battle, he rolled 
out his sash, stuck the free end 
into the ground with an ar-
row and there took his stand. 
He stood tethered by his sash 
until victory was won or death 
took him. A Pukutsi is afraid 
of nothing. There are not many 
men such as these among the 
Comanches.”
 To date there are now 
26 Comanches that have been 
decorated for Gallantry, Hero-
ism, Bravery or Valor and two 
others have fought and killed 
the enemy in Hand to Hand 
combat. 

Courtesy Photo

Ronald Parker

 During a recent in-
terview with Ronald Parker, 
Lanny Asepermy reviewed his 
DD-214 (Armed Forces of the 
United States Report of Trans-
fer or Discharge) and dis-
covered he was awarded the 
Bronze Star with/Valor Device 
for heroism in Vietnam. 
 He was drafted into 
the Army on January 19, 1967, 
and served, with Honor, until 
February 17, 1971, (four years 
and 27 days) earning the rank 
of Captain. 
 CPT Parker complet-
ed Basic Combat Training at 
Fort Polk, La., and Advanced 
Individual Training, as a Field 
Artilleryman, at Fort Sill. He 
was commissioned a Second 
Lieutenant on November 21, 
1967, after completing the 
grueling 23-week Field Artil-
lery Officer Candidate School 
(OCS). 
 CPT Parker served 
briefly at Fort Carson, Colo., 
with the 5th Infantry Division 
before volunteering for Viet-
nam. 
 He arrived in Viet-
nam in June 1968, and was 
assigned as a Field Artillery 
Forward Observer with the 
1st Battalion, 28th Infantry, 
1st Infantry Division. While in 
Vietnam, for 1 year, 6 months 
and 27 days, he participated in 
six campaigns – Counteroffen-
sive Phases IV, V, VI, Tet 69/
Counteroffensive, Summer-
Fall 1969 and Winter-Spring 
1970. It is confirmed and doc-
umented that he was awarded 
the Bronze Star with/Valor 
Device for heroism while 
serving in Vietnam. CPT Park-
er departed Vietnam in Janu-
ary 1969 and was discharged 
at Fort Sill while serving with 
HQs & HQs Battery, 2nd Bat-
talion, 31st Field Artillery, 4th 
Army. 
 His other awards in-
clude the National Defense 
Service, Vietnam Service 
with/6 Battle Stars, Vietnam 
Gallantry Cross with/Palm, 
Vietnam Campaign with/1960 
Device Medals and three 
Overseas (Combat) Bars. CPT 
Parker was also awarded two 
other Bronze Stars for merito-
rious service.  
 It is noted CPT Park-
er is the son of the late Baldwin 
“Buster” Jr., and Marguerite 
Tahchawwickah Parker and 
the great grandson of Quanah 
Parker. He graduated from 
Indiahoma High School and 
attended Southwestern State 
University for three years be-
fore he was drafted into the 
Army. 
 After his distin-
guished military service he 
worked for an Insurance Com-
pany in Oklahoma City before 
gaining employment with the 
Indian Health Service (IHS) 
in 1980. He retired from IHS 
in 2015 after serving in Ada, 
Okla.; Parker, Ariz.; Albu-
querque, N.M.; Nashville, 
Tenn.; and Rockville, Md. CPT 
Parker returned to Comanche 
Country in January 2015 and 
currently lives in Lawton. He 
coordinates many Quanah 
Parker events mostly in Texas.

Courtesy Photo

Edward L. Clark

Courtesy Photo

Meech Tahsequah

Courtesy Photo

Brown Yackeyonny 
Lightfoot

These men are the only Co-
manches to be decorated for 
Gallantry, Heroism, Valor or 
Bravery three times.

 Other Comanches 
recognized for their fearless 
feats on the battlefield and 
given the honorary title of 
Numu Pukutsi include Calvin 
Atchavit, Distinguished Ser-
vice Cross and Belgium War 
Cross during World War I; Sil-
ver Stars awarded to Edward 
L. Clark during World War 
II (he was also awarded the 
Commendation Medal w/Val-
or Device and Marine Medal 
for heroism), Lee D. Toquo-
thy during the Korean War, 
Michael Waddle and George 
Red Elk during the Vietnam 
War; Distinguished Flying 
Crosses to Meech Tahsequah 
(3) and  Vincent Myers Sr (2) 
during World War II and Jona-
thon George during the Cold 
War; Rudolph Kosechequ-
etah the Soldiers Medal dur-
ing the Vietnam War; Brown 
Yackeyonny Lightfoot was 
awarded the Bronze Star w/V 
Device, the Army Commen-
dation w/V Device and the 
Vietnam Gallantry Cross w/
Star during the Vietnam War; 
Cloyce Choney was awarded 
the Bronze Star w/Valor De-
vice twice during the Vietnam 
War; Lawrence Kassanavoid 
was awarded the Bronze Star 
w/Valor Device and the Army 
Commendation w/Valor De-
vice during the Vietnam War; 
Edwin Chappabitty Jr was 
awarded the Bronze Star w/
Valor Device and Air Medal 
w/Valor Device during the 
Vietnam War; the Bronze Star 
w/Valor Device was awarded 
to Raymond Portillo during 
World War II, Jimmy Looking 
Glass, Johnny Tiddark and 
Kenneth Hernasy during the 
Vietnam War; Commendation 
Medals w/Valor Device were 
awarded to Amos Makes Cry 
and Philip Rogers Sr during 
the Vietnam War and Kristo-
pher Wermy during the Af-
ghanistan War; Achievement 
Medal w/Valor Device were 
awarded to Leland Parker 
and Lewis Chasenah during 
the Vietnam War and Lindsey 
Griner (the only female Pu-
kutsi) and Joshua Ware dur-
ing the Iraq War; Joseph Plata 
was awarded the Air Medal w/
Valor Device during the Viet-
nam War; and Eddie Mahseet 
and Ronald Mahsetky fought 
and killed the enemy in Hand 
to Hand combat during the 
Vietnam War. Atchavit, Clark, 
Toquothy, Tahsequah, Myers 
Sr, Lightfoot, Kassanavoid, 
Portillo, Hernasy, Plata and 
Ware are all deceased. With 
the exception of Kristopher 
Wermy and Lindsay Griner all 
other Pukutsi are in the 70’s. 
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New Photos

Courtesy Photo

Airman First Class
Elton “Big Chick” 

Pahcheka Jr.
Air Force

 Shelley Asepermy, 
received the following photo 
of Elton “Big Chick” Pahche-
ka Jr., from his daughter Linda 
Pahcheka who lives in Dallas. 
 Pahcheka was born 
on January 19, 1931, and 
passed away on December 31, 
1983, at the age of 52 years. 
His final resting place is Post 
Oak Cemetery in Indiahoma, 
Okla. He is a great grandson 
of Quanah Parker – his great 
grandmother was Honnie and 
his parents are Elton Sr., and 
Julia Kosechequetah Pahche-
ka. 
 Very little is known 
about his military service ex-
cept he served in the Air Force 
during the Korean War earn-
ing the rank of Airman First 
Class. 

Courtesy Photo

Airman First Class Jon 
Yeagley at McDill AFB, 
January 28, 1986, (this 
was also the day the 
Space Shuttle exploded).

Courtesy Photo

Lanny Asepermy and Jon 
Yeagley
 On May 8, Lanny 
Asepermy received a call from 
Jon Yeagley requesting a Vet-
erans Gift Package. Yeagley 
lives in Oklahoma City and 
was at the Nation HQs when 
he called. Asepermy gave him 
directions to his home west 
of Apache and Yeagley drove 
there. They visited, updated 
his military service and he 
provided Asepermy with the a 
photo. 
 Yeagley served, with 
Honor, in the Air Force from 
1983-89. He completed his Ba-
sic Training at Lackland AFB, 
Texas and his Tech School at 
Keesler AFB, Miss., as a Per-
sonnel Specialists. Yeagley 
then served at McDill, AFB 
Fla., with the Missile Warning 
Squadron and 62nd Tactical 
Fighter Squadron before com-
pleting his military service at 
Kirkland AFB, N.M., with the 
Air Force Operational Testing 
Evaluation Center. He earned 
the Good Conduct Medal.
 Before Yeagley de-
parted an impromptu presenta-
tion of his gift package which 
consisted of a veterans hat, 
T-shirt and cup, a Comanche 
veterans DVD, CN and CIVA 
stickers, a challenge coin, and 
a Honorable Service medallion 
was done. A Grateful Nation 
blanket was also presented to 
him on behalf of the CIVA. He 
was overwhelmed and most 
grateful with the presentation. 

CIVA Activities

Courtesy Photo

Shirley and Kevin Pohaw-
patchoko sharing their wed-
ding cake.
 On April 6, 10 vet-
erans and 11 Auxiliary mem-
bers attended the wedding of 
CIVA Commander, Kelvin Po-
hawpatchoko, and Auxiliary 
member, Shirley Ann (Rivera) 
Pohawpatchoko at the Fort Sill 
Apache Casino and Hotel. The 
Reverend Mike Asetamy con-
ducted the nuptials. 
 After the vows were 
exchanged a catered meal was 
provided by the couple for 
about 100+ guests. A DJ and 
the NDN TYMZ Band provid-
ed the entertainment. We wish 
the couple many, many years 
of happiness.
 On April 12, the 
CIVA and seven other color 
guards (Kiowa Black Leg-
gings, Apache Native Warrior 
Society, Cheyenne/Arapaho, 
Choctaw, Seminole, Native 
American Marine Corps and 
Riverside Indian School) par-
ticipated in the Grand Entry 
for the Kiowa Tribe Liaison 
Office for Veterans Affairs 
Pow-wow and Arts Festival 
at the Kiowa Tribal complex 
- eight veterans and eight Aux-
iliary members participated.
 On April 13, the 
Grand Entry Color Guards 
consisted of the CIVA, Kiowa 
Black Leggings, Choctaw, 
Chickasaw and Seminole – 
the CIVA had nine veterans 
and seven Auxiliary members 
present for the Grand Entry. 
The Auxiliary were very im-
pressive as they wore “Battle 
Dresses” during the Grand En-
try and Pow-wow.

Courtesy Photo

Samuel “Doc” 
Pewewardy Jr.

 On April 13, the 
CIVA provided the flag rais-
ing and lowering ceremony 
detail for the family of the late 
Samuel “Doc” Pewewardy Jr. 
The ceremonies were conduct-
ed in Red Buffalo Hall due to 
inclement weather – nine vet-
erans and eight Auxiliary were 
present for the ceremonies.
 “Doc” Pewewardy Jr 
was one of seven Comanches 
that were Prisoners of War, 
five during World War II and 
two during the Korean War. 
 He was born on Sep-
tember 8, 1925, and passed 
away on February 2, 2009, at 
age 83 years. His final resting 
place is the Rainy Mountain 
Cemetery west of south of 
Mountain View, Okla. 
 “Doc” retired from 
the Army after serving from 
1942-45 and 1949-66 earning 
the rank of Staff Sergeant. He 
was captured, by the Germans, 
during the Battle of Bugle on 
December 19, 1944, and held 
prisoner for 104 days before 
being liberated on April 2, 
1945. 
 Among his awards 
are the Distinguished Unit Ci-
tation, Combat Infantryman 
Badge and Prisoner of War 
and EAME with/2 Battle Stars 
Medals. 
 A 16x20 Honor Cer-
tificate was presented to the 

family by Commander Kevin 
Pohawpatchoko. 
 It is noted that “Doc” 
served the Nation as an elect-
ed member of the Business 
Committee and that his fa-
ther, Samuel Pewewardy Sr., 
was also a Army veteran that 
served in Europe during World 
War I. 

Courtesy Photo

CIVA preparing to bring in 
the colors at General Council.
 A four-man Color 
Guard consisting of Com-
mander Kevin Pohawpatcho-
ko, Vice Commander Roger 
Tehauno, Secretary Clifford 
Takawana and Treasurer Lan-
ny Asepermy opened the Gen-
eral Council meeting, on April 
21, by posting, presenting and 
retiring the Colors. The Rod-
erick Red Elk, Comanche Flag 
and CIVA songs were sung by 
June and Kevin Sovo.

Courtesy Photo

Lewis Chasenah in 1967

Courtesy Photo

Linda Tehauno and Cheryl 
Takawana presenting “Ea-
gle and Flag” fleece blan-
ket to Lewis Chasenah.

 On April 25, Roger 
and Linda Tehauno, Clifford 
and Cheryl Takawana, Lanny 
and Shelley Asepermy, George 
and Clifford Red Elk, Nona 
Gail Mihecoby and Ramonah 
Davis visited the home of Ma-
rine and Vietnam War veteran, 
Lewis Chasenah, in Lawton. 
 Chasenah is currently 
suffering from some severe 
medical issues which have left 
him bedfast since July 2018. 
His companion of 40 years, 
the former Carmen Ototivo 
(daughter of Code Talker Clif-
ford Ototivo Sr.), their daugh-
ter, Tiffany, and other family 
members provide 24/7 care to 
Chasenah. Memorial Home 
Health also makes daily vis-
its to his home to tend to his 
medical needs. The CIVA is 
currently assisting him with a 
VA claim. 
 During the visit the 
CIVA presented Chasenah 
with an Honor Certificate and 
fleece blanket. Earlier in the 
week a grocery basket was 
presented to the family. Testi-
monies, story-telling, prayers 
and hymns took up the almost 
one-hour visit. 
 Chasenah served in 
the Marine Corps from 1967-
70 including a 13-month, 
4-day tour in Vietnam with 
the 1st Marine Division. He 
was awarded the Bronze Star 
with/Combat Valor Device for 
heroism and the Combat Ac-
tion Ribbon. 
 Chasenah is 1 of only 
26 Comanches that has earned 
the honorary title of Numu Pu-
kutsi for his heroic actions in 
Vietnam. 
 A funeral detail was 
requested by the widow of 
Sheldon K. Rogers for April 
26, at the Comanche Nation 
Funeral Home Chapel and 
Mount Scott KCA Intertribal 

Cemetery. 
 Rogers is the hus-
band of the former Christian 
Poor Buffalo. He served in the 
Air Force from 2003-07. Af-
ter completing Basic Training 
at Lackland AFB, Texas and 
Tech School, as an Air Traf-
fic Controller, at Keesler AFB, 
Ala., he completed his military 
service at Offutt AFB, Neb., 
earning the rank of Senior 
Airman. The active duty Air 
Force also provided a detail 
to fold and present the casket 
flag to the widow – they also 
played Taps. Lanny Asepermy 
conducted military honors at 
the funeral home and the cem-
etery with Roger Tehauno and 
Lyman Guy assisting. Five 
Auxiliary members also at-
tended the services.
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Vincent Pocowatchit and 
Lyman Guy

 On May 2, the 
monthly meeting was held in 
the Comanche Veterans Patriot 
Room. 13 veterans, 13 Auxil-
iary and 21 guests (47 total) 
were present.  
 After the opening 
prayer, pledge to the alle-
giance and introduction of 
guests a meal was provided by 
Liz Plata and her two daugh-
ters, Theresa and Victoria. 
Honors were then presented 
to Army and Vietnam War 
veteran Lyman Guy and Fleet 
Marine Vincent Pocowatchit. 
 Guy served in the 
Army from 1970-71 earning 
the rank of Specialist 4. He 
served in Vietnam with the 
101st Airborne Division (Air-
mobile) for one year. 
 Among his awards 
are the Presidential Unit Ci-
tation, Combat Infantryman 
Badge and the Bronze Star 
and Vietnam Service with/2 
Battle Stars Medals. Mr. Po-
cowatchit served in the Marine 
Corps from 1960-64 earning 
the rank of Corporal. He was 
a Fleet Marine that served on 
four ships with foreign and or 
sea service for 13 months and 
17 days in the Western Pacific. 
Mr. Pocowatchit was a Field 
Wireman, Communications 
Chief and Rifle Marksman In-
structor. 
 His service included 
assignments with the 1st, 3rd 
and 5th Marine Divisions and 
3rd Marine Air Wing. He was 
awarded the Good Conduct 
and National Defense Service 
Medals. 
 During the business 
session the April minutes, 
Treasurer, two Spoils Reports 
were reviewed and passed. All 
preparations for the Armed 
Forces Day Banquet on May 
18, and Memorial Day Cer-
emony on May 27, have been 
finalized. Commitments were 
confirmed for a Color Guard 
detail on June 1, for the Higher 
Education Banquet at the Fort 
Sill Apache Casino/Hotel, as 
invited guests for a “Return of 
the Warrior” Dance, in honor 
of Captain Warren Queton, on 
May 25, at the Grady County 
Fairgrounds in Chickasha and 
a flag raising and lowering 
ceremony detail on July 3, at 
the Kiowa Tribal Complex 
for the family of former Com-
mander, Theodore Pewo. 
 The meeting con-
cluded at 8:30 p.m. There will 
be no meeting in June due to 13 
members departing to France 
on June 4, and returning on  
June 14. With the 4th of July 
falling on the first Thursday of 
the month the next meeting is 
scheduled for July 11.  
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Ricardo Flores with com-
panion, Reyna and his sister 
holding their baby, Luna.
 On May 4, a surprise 
Graduation Party was held for 
Associate member, Ricardo 
Flores, at the Comanche Na-
tion Education Center. Flores 
has been an active member of 
the CIVA for the past two years 
and has participated in many 
of the CIVA Color Guard, 
Funeral and Marker Place-
ment details despite being a 
full-time student at Cameron. 
He is a 10 year Army veteran 
with combat tours in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. Flores has also 
served in Hawaii, Korea, Fort 
Hood, Texas and Fort Sill. 

Courtesy Photo

Lanny Asepermy and 
George Red Elk with only 
living original CIVA Auxil-
iary member, Rosalie Pen-
nah, at the Elder Council 
meeting-Rosalie named 
her daughter Civa after 
the CIVA organization.
 On May 6, George 
Red Elk and Lanny Asepermy 
were guest speakers for the 
Elders Council monthly meet-
ing at the Comanche Educa-
tion Center. They presented 
a history about Comanche 
veterans, the Code Talkers of 
World War II and activities of 
the CIVA. A catered meal was 
provided to conclude the meet-
ing. An attendance of 80 elders 
was announced.
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Pictured from left to right are:  Tavia Torralba, Cheryl 
Takawana, Linda Tehauno, Troy, Bill Volker, Shelley Aseper-
my, Nona Gail Mihecoby and Shirley Pohawpatchoko - note 
the Eagle plumes in the right hand of the ladies.

 On May 7, a total 
of ten veterans, six Auxiliary 
members and three children 
were dinner guests of SIA Pro-
gram Director, Bill Volker and 
Troy in Cyril. They began the 
SIA program in 1999 - SIA is 
a Comanche word meaning 
feather. 
 The program is called 
the Comanche Nation Ethno-
Ornithological Initiative and is 
about the cultural understand-
ing of the Eagle in history, sci-
ence and spirit. Troy greeted 
the guests and talked about the 
SIA program before turning 
it over to Volker who made a 
presentation about Comanche 
history – the program has over 
400,000 pages of documents 

and 6,000+ photos of pre and 
after reservation history. Troy 
then gave a guided tour of the 
habitat which has 140 birds of 
preys. 
 The evening was con-
cluded with a meal that Volker 
personally prepared and Troy 
served. After the meal Volker 
presented Eagle Plumes to six 
members of the Auxiliary that 
they will wear with their otter 
hats in France. 
 A truly interesting 
evening and Lanny Asepermy 
strongly encourages others to 
visit Volker and Troy. They 
are located at 106 Looking 
Glass Street in Cyril, Okla., 
and tours can be requested by 
calling (580) 464-2750.

SIA Program Gives CIVA Auxiliary Eagle 
Plumes

Continued from Page 10 



Puhi Mua (June) 2019                                                                                                12                                                                                                            The Comanche Nation News

People, Places and Things Happening

 Kaylene Nevaquaya,  along 
with nine other ambassadors from 
several tribes, was chosen to the 
2019 UNITY Earth Ambassador 
Leadership Program, 
 The 2019-2020 class will 
participate in training sessions and 
informational workshops to increase 
their knowledge of environmental 
issues affecting Native America, 
learn to serve as an ambassador to 
increase awareness of the issues af-
fecting the environmental quality on 
Native lands, and promote the efforts 
to address environmental concerns 
within the nation’s Native communi-
ties. Topics will focus on, but not be 
limited to, recycling, conservation, 
regeneration, and restoration.
 The newly selected ambas-
sadors were nominated by a member 
of their community, meeting criteria 
that included demonstrating leader-
ship potential, showing an interest 
in protecting the environment, and 
experience and participation in com-
munity service projects. They will 
receive leadership training and be 
officially recognized at the National 
UNITY Conference in Orlando, 
Florida, July 4 – 8, 2019. 
 In addition, the UNITY 
Earth Ambassadors will be pro-
vided special opportunities, coordi-
nated through UNITY, to take their 
message to tribal and governmental 
agency representatives, as well as 
lawmakers and others committed to 
environmental stewardship.
 Nevaquaya is the daughter 
of Audrey and Balante Herrera.

Nevaquaya Chosen for 2019 
UNITY Earth Ambassador 

Leadership Program

Courtesy Photo

 Tribal member, Jessica 
Quoetone, won the class 4A State 
Basketball Championship with the 
Anadarko Lady Warriors. Quoetone 
was also named to the OGBCA mid-
dle West All State Team and the In-
dian All State Team.
 The Quoetone family are 
very proud of her accomplishments. 
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Courtesy Photo

 Tribal members, Sarah 
Wauahdooah, Lauren Noriega, Al-
sion Steinmeyer, Daniel Hayden, 
Kaileigh Edwards, and Tori Paz, re-
ceived awards at the OU Indian Pro-
grams and Services Awards Banquet. 
 Wauahdooah and Hayden 
received the Brett Williams Memo-
rial Outstanding Senior Award from 
the OU American Indian Alumni So-
ciety.  

Comanche Tribal Students 
Received Awards at OU 

American Indian Banquet

Komahcheet Takes First 
Place In Mac Arthur

 Talent Show

 On May 9, Tribal member, 
Jaidah Day Komahcheet, was award-
ed first place by her 800 peers for 
her 8th grade talent show competi-
tion at Mac Arthur Middle School in 
Lawton, Okla.  Komahcheet was up 
against some tough competition, but 
she won the talent show by a land-
slide.  A total of 12 students made the 
cut to perform the talent show  and 
Komahcheet was chosen to play  last 
to anchor the show.  Komahcheet has 
been honing her skills since the age 
of six, with the help of her big sister, 
Olivia Komahcheet. 
 Komahcheet is a self taught 
pianist and she has developed a 
very unique vocal style over the 
years.  Her main interest is writing 
her own music over learning cover 
songs.  She chose to play a song that 
she wrote herself entitled “School 
Daze.”  Her song is a reflection of 
her struggle that she and other stu-
dents continuously endure in life and 
at school.  Her heartfelt performance 
was recognized by the entire school 
and she received continuous ap-

Bread Welcomed as One 
of Sundance Institute Full 

Circle Fellows

  Tribal member, Peshawn 
Bread, is a screenwriter, poet, and 
cinematographer from the Pennedu-
cah (sugar eater) and Yappaducah 
(root eater) bands of the Coman-
che tribe. Her writing capitalizes 
Indigenous women, sexuality and 
humorous experiences. In the win-
ter of 2015, she was introduced and 
welcomed as one of Sundance Insti-
tute’s Full Circle Fellows. She was a 
2015-16 recipient of the 4th World-
Indigenous Media Lab Fellowship 
supported by SIFF (Seattle Interna-
tional Film Festival) in partnership 
with Longhouse Media, Sundance 
Institute and ITVS. Peshawn also 
participated in a Screenwriter’s “De-
signed Obstacles” workshop led by 
Joan Tewksbury (Thieves Like Us, 
Nashville). Throughout the years she 
has worked on many sets, including 
Drunktown’s Finest (2014) and Mud 
(Hashtl’ishnii) (2017). She currently 
resides in San Francisco where she is 
a fourth-year student at the Academy 
of Art University. 
 The Full Circle Fellow-
ship Program develops and supports 
18-24 year-old Indigenous story-
tellers and is part of the Institute’s 
year-round offerings for Indigenous 
artists at all stages in their careers. 
In addition to participating at this 
month’s Native Filmmakers Lab, the 
Full Circle Fellows will be mentored 
throughout the year by esteemed in-
dependent filmmakers and Creative 
Advisors and will attend the 2020 
Sundance Film Festival.

Cozad Places Second at 
State Regionals Track Meet 

in Madill

 Tribal member, Xzavier Co-
zad, is a Freshman at Anadarko High 
School located in Anadarko, Okla. 
He recently earned his way to State 
in the 3200 meter run (2 mile). Cozad 
placed second at regionals in Madill, 
Okla., with a new personal record 
(PR) 10:33. Cozad is ranked fifth in 
4A for the 2-mile. 
 Cozad is the son of Sun-
shine Rodriquez & Samuel Cozad.
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Bread
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Cozad

plause throughout her performance.  
 Komahcheet is the daugh-
ter of  Travis and Kristy Komah-
cheet and they are beyond proud of 
her.  Her big sister Olivia has really 
pushed her to grow into being more 
disciplined and professional with her 
gifts.  Komahcheet  aspires to be a 
professional musician  and an artist 
when she grows up. Komahcheet is 
proud to know her Comanche Hymns 
and gives Martin Flores and IAM 
NDN for the initial inspiration for her 
singing abilities. 

Quoetone Helps Bring Home 
Gold Ball

Quoetone

Pictured above; Sarah Wauahdoo-
ah, Lauren Noriega, Alison Stein-
meyer, Daniel Hayden, Kaileigh 
Edwards, and Tori Paz. 
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Komahcheet

Blackstar Signs to Play Softball for
Bacone College Warriors

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

 On April 24, AnnaRose Blackstar, Comanche/Santa Ana Pueblo/
Navajo, signed her Letter of Intent to play softball for the Bacone College 
Warriors. Bacone College, formerly Bacone Indian University, is a private 
four-year liberal arts college in Muskogee, Okla., it is the oldest continuously 
operated institution of higher education in Oklahoma. 
 Blackstar, is a Senior at Boone-Apache High School located in 
Apache, Okla. She has had many accomplishments throughout her years in-
cluding the 2019 Oklahoma Native All-State Association for the All-State 
Softball Players. 
 Her new College Softball Head Coach, Bill Berry said, “AnnaRose, 
is the ninth recruiter I have signed. I’m glad she accepted her scholarship to 
play for us and is continuing her education.” 
 Blackstar, is the daughter of Michelle Blackstar, and grandson of 
Mike and Lydia Blackstar of Apache, Okla. The family are beyond proud of 
her and all her accomplishments. They can’t wait to see what her future holds. 

Bacone Head Softball Coach, Bill Berry, AnnaRose, and her mother, Mi-
chelle Blackstar,  are all smiles as AnnaRose signs the Letter of Intent to 
play Softball for the Bacone Warriors. 

CONGRATULATIONS to Shelby Mata, who was the second runner up at the 2019 Miss Indian World 
Pageant, which took place April 26-27, during the Gathering of Nations Powwow in Albuquerque, NM. 
She represented the Comanche Nation with beauty and grace throughout the weekend. Mata competed 
against 16 other young ladies from around Indian Country. In the talent portion of the competition, she 
talked about the Comanche way of life, speaking Comanche throughout her performance, and singing a 
Comanche hymn. Her other prestigious titles include Junior Comanche Nation Princess, Comanche Na-
tion Princess, Miss Walters, and Miss Indian Oklahoma.

Courtesy Photos

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

BURGESS OFF TO BACONE!!!! On May 9, Nahmi Kosechon-
ney Burgess signed a four year scholarship with Bacone College to 
play softball.  Burgess played catcher and fielder for the Apache 
High School Lady Warriors Softball.  She is the daughter of 
Jamesena and Jason Mendoza, and Quanah Parker Burgess, she 
is the granddaughter of Ann and Keith Kosechonney, and Ronnie 
Burgess and LaNora Parker.  

Nevaquaya
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Obituaries
John Allen Owen III 

(Buzz)

Owen
Courtesy Photo

 John Allen Owen III, 
(Buzz), passed away April 16, peace-
fully at home. 
 Memorial Service was April 
20, at Mt. Scott Comanche Church 
with Rev. David Harjo officiating.
 Prayer Service was April 19, 
also at Mt. Scott Comanche Church 
with Rev. Bill Foote officiating. 
 Owen was born June 6, 
1959, in Lawton to John Sr. and Bar-
bara (Burgess) Owen. He grew up 
in the Lawton area. He attended and 
graduated from Elgin Public Schools. 
He continued his education at OSU in 
Stillwater, Okla., where he lived for 
20 years. Owen then moved to Tulsa 
for 10 years and worked as a caterer 
for Double Tree Hotels. He eventu-
ally returned to the Lawton area to 
take care of his momma. 
 He enjoyed spending time 
with his family, cooking for his 
momma and was always a diehard 
OSU fan. He was a member of the 
Mt. Scott Comanche United Method-
ist Church and a proud member of the 
Comanche Nation.
 He is survived by his mother 
Barbara Dankowski of the home, wife 
Julie Owen and step-son Christian. 
Two brothers; Raymond Dankowski 
of Lawton, Rupert and sister in law 
Marilynn Dankowski of Medicine 
Park, sister; Betty and brother in law 
Roy Little Calf of Cyril. Nine nieces 
and nephews; April, Owen, Rainbow, 
Randawn, Brandon, Madison, No-
cona, Dawson and Landon, several 
Great nieces and nephews, aunts, un-
cles, cousins, along with other family 
members and friends. 
 He is preceded in death by 
his father, John Allen Owen Sr., Step 
Father, Douglas Dankowski Sr., Ma-
ternal Grandfather, Earl Burgess Sr., 
Maternal Grandmother, Daisy Bur-
gess, sister Terri Daisy Lu Owen 
Jake, brother Douglas Dankowski 
Jr., uncles, Wayne Motah and Teddy 
Burgess, Paternal Grandfather, John 
Owen, Grandmother, Ruby Gunner, 
brother, John A. Owen Jr. and sister 
Cheryl Lynn Owen.

Herschel D. Yackeschi 
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Yackeschi
 Herschel D. Yackeschi, 38, 
Grand Prairie, Texas passed away 
April 19, in Oklahoma City with his 
loving family by his side. 
 Funeral Service was April 
25, at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home Chapel with Tina Baker offi-
ciating. Burial followed at Memory 
Lane Cemetery under direction of 
Comanche Nation Funeral Home. 
 Prayer Service was April 
24, at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home Chapel.
 Yackeschi was born August 
12, 1980 in Dallas, Texas to Hector 
and Brenda (Beartrack) Yackeschi. 
He grew up in Dallas and Grand Prai-
rie and graduated from Grand Prairie 
High School Class of 1999. He at-
tended college at High Tech Insti-

Thompson “Tommy” 
Peterson-Poafpybitty 
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Poafpybitty
 Thompson “Tommy” Pe-
terson-Poafpybitty, 39, went to his 
heavenly home to be with those who 
have gone before him on May 3.
 Funeral Service was held 
May 11, at the Comanche Commu-
nity Center in Apache, Okla., with 
Pershing Yeahquo officiating. Burial 
followed at Cache Creek KCA Cem-
etery under direction of Comanche 
Nation Funeral Home. 
 Wake Service was May 10, 
at the Comanche Community Center 
in Apache, Okla.
 Poafpybitty was born De-
cember 27, 1979, in Oklahoma City 
to Gene Ray Poafpybitty and Ra-
mona Rae Peterson-Atchico. Poaf-
pybitty was an adventurer and trav-
eled to many places throughought his 
journey of life. He worked in many 
fields of employment throughout 
his life as well. While living in New 
Mexico he had a son, Dewan Poafpy-
bitty who was his pride and joy. He 
enjoyed spending time with his son, 
family and friends. His favorite past 
time was watching his beloved Soon-
ers play.
 He is survived by his son 
Dewan Poafpybitty of Dulce, New 
Mexico, special friend Erin Nez also 
of Dulce, New Mexico. Sisters: Tro-
ylynn Poafpybitty, of Des Moines, 
Iowa and special friend he considered 
a sister Rae-Joyce Hugar of Anadar-
ko, Okla. Brothers; Shae Yeahquo of 
Anadarko, Bryant Kowena of Little 
Rock, Ark., Heath Poafpybitty of 
Norman, Charles “Chaz” Lynn Poaf-
pybitty of Des Moines, Iowa. Mater-
nal Aunts; Anita Louise Menefee of 
Bloomfield, Mo. Cheryl Peterson-
Cody of Chickasha, Okla., Beatrice 
Marie Hughes of Anadarko, Okla. 
Paternal Aunt; Sandra Poafpybitty 
of Oklahoma City,  Maternal Uncle; 
Michael Lewis Peterson of Anadar-
ko, Okla. Paternal Uncle; Donald 
Poafpybitty of Apache, Okla. He was 
loved by all his nieces, nephews and 
many family and friends. 
 He is preceded in death by 
his parents; Gene Ray Poafpybitty 
and Ramona Rae Peterson-Atchico. 
Maternal Grandparents Raimon 
Royal Peterson and Louise Dice-
Peterson, Paternal Grandparents Carl 
and Etheline Poafpybitty. Paternal 
Uncles; Kenneth and Charles Poaf-
pybitty and Aunts; Linda Poafpybitty 
and Karen Gouladdle.

Johanna (Joan) 
“Ahsua-nah-tsah”

 Big Bow 

 Funeral for Johanna (Joan) 
“Ahsua-nah-tsah” Big Bow, 94, was 
May 21, at Watchetaker Hall at the 
Comanche Nation Tribal Complex, 
Lawton with Reverend David Harjo, 
Reverend Arthur Monroe Tsatoke 
and Pastor Mary Irby. 
 Johanna Big Bow of Law-
ton went to be with her Lord on May 
16. 
 Prayer Service was May 
20, at the Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home in Lawton, Okla.
 On the morning of Wednes-
day, May 16, at 3:29 a.m., our sweet 
beautiful momma Johanna (Joan) Big 
Bow went to be with Jesus! All her 
children were at her side when she 
was called home. What an awesome 
celebration our momma is having 
with our daddy Nelson and our sister 
Hanna. Most of all with her Savior 
Jesus Christ! Our momma was lov-
ing, caring, and the sweetest momma 
to all of her children. Burial was at 
Highland Cemetery under direction 
of Comanche Nation Funeral Home. 
 She was born November 29, 
1924, in Lawton to William Charles 
Tarcypokedooah and Lucy Totite. 
Her father Charley raised his daugh-
ter on a farm.  Big Bow knew how 
to tend to horses, cattle and tend to 
the garden. She used to tell us stories 
of when she and her cousins use to 
haul water and what a tremendous 
task it was for them. She loved shar-
ing her stories of her growing up on 
their land. She was a member of the 
Comanche Nation.  She attended Fort 
Sill Indian School and Elgin Public 
Schools. She shared many of her ex-
periences attending Fort Sill Indian 
School as a child.  
 In the 1940’s her and her 
sisters  loved playing softball with 
the Comanche Indian Girls Softball 
Team. Her father, Charley Tarcy-
pokedooah managed the team along 
with Coach Hugh Otipoby; the Co-
manche Indian Girls Softball Team 
won the All State Indian Tournament 
three consecutive years. She met and 
fell in love with Nelson Big Bow 
they married December 17, 1942, in 
Anadarko, Oklahoma. She was also 
a member of the Tia-Piah Society of 
Oklahoma and enjoyed supporting 
her spouse Nelson Big Bow in the 
Annual Pow Wow Celebration. 
 Johanna and Nelson have 
12 children.  She enjoyed taking care 
of her children by cooking, cleaning, 
sewing and sharing her faith. She 
loved reading her Bible and praying 
for her children, grandchildren and 
others. She loved watching cowboy 
and TMC movies.  She accepted 
Jesus Christ into her life on Janu-
ary 1986. She was a member of the 
United Methodist Church of Apache 
and loved singing. Praising the Lord 
and learning about the Lord. 
 Big Bow is survived by her 
11 children and their spouses: Tina 
and Robert Baker, Aneeda and David 
Harjo, Beverly and Clifford Quoyah, 
Lydia Ramirez, Marilyn and Bert 
Weryavah all of Lawton, Okla.; Jo-
hanna and Arthur M. Tsatoke of Carn-
egie, Okla.; Eddie Big Bow, William 
and Theresa Big Bow, Nanetta and 
Andy Mote, Jamie and Daniel Swan-
son, Darrell Big Bow and Karen Tso 
all of Lawton; 25 grandchildren; 39 
great grandchildren; six great great 
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Big Bow

grandchildren and many other family 
members. 
 She is survived by her spe-
cial niece Lahoma Horse of Carn-
egie and Claudia Quananamewery 
of Lawton; and a special daughter 
Margurite (Wampy) Tsoodle Lee and 
special sister Rita Coosewoon; and 
her loving cat Prince.
 She was preceded in death 
by: her spouse Nelson Big Bow, an 
infant daughter Hanna Big Bow and 
parents, daughter-in-law Ruby Big 
Bow and two sisters: Marie Cooper 
and Annie Quananamewery, nephew 
Raymond Cooper and niece Janice 
Pewewardy.

Deborah LaRue Parker-
Quinones 
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Parker-Quinones 
 Deborah LaRue Parker-Qui-
nones, 56, went to her heavenly home 
on May 21, in Oklahoma City with 
her loving family by her side. 
 Funeral Service was May 
24, at Comanche Nation Funeral 

Home Chapel with Matt Asetamy of-
ficiating. Burial followed at Highland 
Cemetery under direction of Coman-
che Nation Funeral Home. 
 Prayer Service was May 23, 
at the Funeral Home Chapel. 
 Quinones was born Au-
gust 11, 1962, in Lawton to Harold 
Sr. and LaRue (Kaywaykla) Parker. 
She grew up in Cache and attend-
ed schools there, graduating from 
Cache High School in 1980. She 
liked to spend time with her family 
and grandchildren. She also loved 
listening to music, dance and cruise 
around, going to garage sales, gar-
dening and going to the casino. She 
was an avid OU Sooners football fan 
and watching Eisenhower athletics. 
She loved serving people and was a 
housekeeper. She was a proud mem-
ber of the Comanche Tribe.
 She is survived by her 
children; Krystal Parker and Drake 
Thomas, Kelly Chatham and Eric 
Haumpy all of Lawton, Wesley Still-
well II and Darby Stillwell of Cache, 
Dennis Stillwell of Lawton, Mother; 
LaRue Parker of Lawton. Brothers; 
Gerard Parker and Debbie (Paige) 
Knox of Lawton, Aaron Parker of 
Lawton. Grandchildren; Kinyon 
Parker, Rylen and Sylus Furr, Chris-
tian and Brandon Haumpy, Wesley 
III and Loulaine Stillwell. Niece and 
Nephews; Aaron Lee Poahway, Jo-
seph Parker, Dara Flores and Rodney 
Parker.  Special Friend Michael Mar-
tinez. Many Aunts, Uncles, Cousins 
and friends. 
 She is preceded in death by 
her husband Robert Quinones, father 
Harold Parker Sr. brother; Harold 
“Tweet” Parker Jr. Maternal Grand-
parents Harold and Clara Kaywayk-
la. Paternal Grandparents Baldwin 
“Buster” Parker Jr. and Francis Tah-
sequah.  Aunts; Dorothy Humming-
bird, Marion Sahmaunt and Norma 
Guerrero, Uncles; Bill Kaywaykla 
James Kaywaykla, and Melvin Wa-
hahrockah

tute in Irving, Texas and obtained his 
Pharmacy Tech License. He worked 
for National Pharmaceuticals. He en-
joyed listen to all types music, shop-
ping, travel, driving and loved being 
out and about. He loved nice things. 
He loved spending time with his fam-
ily. He was a proud member of the 
Comanche Nation.
 He is survived by his sis-
ters; Carrie Nell Miller of Walters 
and Penny Salinas and companion 
Chuck Adams of Lawton, brother; 
Casey Yackeschi of Walters and Life 
Partner Mikey Valle of Grand Prairie, 
Texas. Nephews; Adam James Miller 
and wife Bianca Miller, Michael Ra-
mond Miller and companion Brittany 
Renegar, Ricky Lee Miller, Matthew 
Torres, Andrew Yackeschi and Eli 
Lehr.  Nieces; Jaydalin Salinas, Nel-
lie Salinas, Cassandra Torres and 
Corina Torres. Cousins; Aaron Beart-
rack, Duke Oyebi and Edie Beartrack 
all of Lawton. Numerous other rela-
tives and friends. 
 He is preceded in death 
by his parents Hector and Brenda 
Yackeschi, Brother; Matthew Josh-
ua, Grandparents; Edmond and 
Nellie Beartrack and Aunt Carolyn 
“Sparky” Beartrack.

Their Journey’s Just Begun
Don’t think of them as gone away

their journey’s just begun.
Life holds so many facets,

this earth is only one.

Just think of them as resting
from the sorrows and the tears

in a place of warmth and comfort
where there are no days and no years.

Think how they must be wishing
that we could know today

how nothing but our sadness
can really pass away.

And think of them as living
in the hearts of those they touched.

For nothing loved is ever lost,
and they was loved so much.



Puhi Mua (June) 2019                                                                                                           14                                                                                    The Comanche Nation News

Has your child or grandchild said 
something funny to you that just 

made 
you laugh out loud?

Send The Comanche Nation News the funny 
things your child has said, and we will mail 

you a gift for participating.

Send to: pio@comanchenation.com
Remember the deadline is the 15th of each 
month!

Dear TCNN

Milestones

Letters to the Editor
Dear TCNN,
 Pertaining to the waterpark 
park proposed budget of $653,000: 
 There was no discussion 
of this budget item on the Annual 
Budget at the April 20, 2019 Annual 
Meeting. How long are we going to 
pay no attention to our water park 
situation?
1. What is the $653,000 for? 
For Improvements? Another Expan-
sion?
2. Use the profits to fund the 
improvements.
3. We have given the water 
park $3,418,000 from 2007 to 2019. 
The water park is supposed to con-
tribute to our Annual Budget, not take 
from it. The water park should have 
contributed $3,418,000. 
4. 2007-$500,000; 2014-
$200,000; 2015-$467,000; 2016-
$450,000; 2017-$467,000; 2018-
$667,000; and 2019-$667,000. 
From past approved Annual Budgets. 
Unbudgeted Amounts? From 2008 to 
2013.

5. We need to see the profit and 
Loss Statements to determine wheth-
er or not, it is profitable? Is it break-
ing even or paying for its expenses. 
Does it need money to prevent it from 
being shut down? 
We own it, along with the other two 
Tribes. The lease needs to be re-
viewed.

6. There was never a compre-
hensive financial study to determine 
the initial cost, the default BIA Direct 
loan payoff, the profit and loss of each 
year that we had it. Audits? Is there 
any accountability of the money from 
our annual budget? There was never 
any detailed financial information of 
what the past $3.418M annual budget 
money was to be used for. 
7. What about that unfinished 
well, done with no contract, that is 

supposed to save us from Lawton’s 
water bills. Over $270,000 was the 
cost of the well, based on a sole 
source memo. Add the $270,000 
to the $3,418,000 for the amount 
give to the water park, for a total of 
$3,688,000. The $270,000 was an 
Unbudgeted Expense item, a Viola-
tion of our Constitution. Does that 
proposed budget include the comple-
tions of the well?
8. A feasibility study should be 
done for a domed enclosure, like the 
Clinton Water Park, to operate it year 
around for the water park or for an-
other location. Can main components 
of the water park be moved? The 
slide. Everything, except the swim-
ming pool? May the metal building 
can be moved.
9. The water park is present-
ed on page 121 of the 2019 Annual 
Report. It shows the admission and 
hours open. This page is no justifica-
tion and no plan was presented for 
the proposed $653,000. Remember, 
when it flooded and it was not in-
sured. Are we pouring more money 
into a dead horse? When will it repay 
the $3.688M invested and the loan 
payoff? It was on our Annual Bud-
get for the last 6 years, from 2014 to 
2019. Will it be on the budget next 
year? And year after?
10. Assure that it makes 
$200,000 a year. In five years, that 
is $1M. Where is the profits? In the 
past, an economic department had 
control of the money from 2007 to 
2011 and took the profits and the 
money that we gave the water park 
from our annual budget.
11. In October, 2012 a contract 
was sole sourced, in an emergency 
management contract. It was the off 
season and there was no emergency. 
How many workers do we have dur-
ing the off season?
12. That water park needs to be 
evaluated by an outside firm that is 

knowledgeable about water parks. Is 
there a market for it to expand again? 
What is the water park worth? Year 
after year with no outside evaluation. 
Some that $653,000 should be spent 
on an evaluation, if it’s passed or use 
the profits, if any, to do an evaluation.
13. We need three CBC mem-
bers to sign for a Special Council 
Meeting for the 60%. The water park 
could be added to the agenda, to de-
termine what to do with it and to in-
form Members.
14. Cost of the water park. We 
know that we gave them $3.688M 
Payoff of the direct BIA loan, 
$500,000? Or more? $40,000 feasi-
bility study. ANA grand to it. Guess-
ing, maybe around $200,000. Assum-
ing, it was profitable, then add the 
profits that was wasted and not added 
to our annual budget.
15. The water park is located on 
land owned by the Kiowa’s Apache’s 
and the Comanche’s. We have a lease 
on the land, where the water park 
and building next to it are located. 
We will never own the Wark Park 
and building 100%. We own it, along 
with the other two tribes. The lease 
needs to be reviewed.
16. Let’s face it. All those years 
of our operations of the water park, 
any profits and money from our an-
nual budget was a slush fund.

 No budget for the Enroll-
ment Audit in the Proposed 2020 An-
nual Budget. The $653,000 should 
have been budgeted for a Compre-
hensive Enrollment Audit. An Audit 
will pay for itself and with future 
savings, unlike the water park. There 
is an Approved Referendum Vote 
for the Audit, which needs a budget. 
There was no approved referendum 
vote for the water park. 
                              Tom Narcomey 

Comanche Member

 During a powwow,  a two step was called and the MC 
said for all girls to ask a gentleman to dance with her. My 
granddaughter, age 6, said, “Kahku, if I ask someone to dance 
with me, do they have to say yes?”
  I told her, yes,  or they have to give you money. 
	 She	sat	there	for	a	minute	and	walked	to	a	little	grass	
dancer about her age. Watching her, she said something to 
him, and he paused and they got in line to dance.
	 After	 the	 two	 step	 session,	 she	 came	 to	 sit	 down.	 I	
asked her why she asked that boy to dance, and she said, 
“ Kahku I thought about what you said, so I asked that boy 
to dance, and I told him if you say no, give me $20 or your 
beaded hoop, and he danced with me.” 
I just laughed.

Happy Birthday
Nasukia Poahway 

June 10

Happy Belated Birthday

Happy Birthday 

June 10- Nasukia Poahway 
June 21- Arleeta Viddaurri
June 28- Christian Avery     
June 28- Elizabeth (Liz) Chris-
mon  

Anniversaries
Alan & Zeldina Viddaurri-Floyd  
June 13 , 2006- Married 13 years

Happy Birthday
Christian Avery

June 28

Happy Fathers Day
To my dad Brandon

Love, Christian

Happy Fathers Day

To our dad Lee 
Daddy we love and 
miss you everyday.
From all your girls  

The Comanche Nation News 
Deadline~ June 15

Email: 
candace.todd@coman-

chenation.com 
Mail: 

Comanche Nation/PIO 
 P.O. Box 908 Lawton, OK 

73501 
Contact: (580) 492-3621

In Loving Memory 

Lee Viddaurri 
June 15, 1907- 
May 13, 2003

13th 
Anniversary

 
Alan & Zeldina 
Viddaurri-Floyd  

June 13 , 2006   

On April 6, ten veterans and eleven Auxil-
iary members attended the wedding of CIVA 

Commander, Kelvin Pohawpatchoko, and 
Auxiliary member, Shirley Ann (Rivera) 

Pohawpatchoko at the Fort Sill Apache Ca-
sino and Hotel. The Reverend Mike Asetamy 
conducted the nuptials. After the vows were 
exchanged a catered meal was provided by 
the couple for about 100 guests. A DJ and 
the NDN TYMZ Band provided the enter-
tainment. We wish the couple many, many 

years of happiness.

Richard and Stacie Chibitty, owners
900 Showplace Blvd. Indiahoma, OK 

M-F, Daily 8:30 a.m.- 2p.m. & Evening 5p.m.-9 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.- 9 p.m.

Sunday 10 a.m.- 5 p.m.

(580)246-8339 
warriorcafe@yahoo.com

www.facebook.com/warrior-cafe GAME ROOM
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Emergency Management Aids in Geronimo Tornado Cleanup 

Photos by Paula Karty/News Staff

 An EF2 tornado ripped 
through two houses in Geronimo 
the morning of May 18, destroying 
the homes and scattering debris for 
miles.
 Comanche tribal elder, Mar-
ion Simmons, was one of the victims 
of the tornado
 “It was just a horrible expe-
rience," said Simmons. "You know, 
I’ve never been in that experience be-
fore. You can’t imagine unless you’re 
in it, yourself.”
 She and her husband were 
taken to a local hospital with minor 
injuries. 
 Bonnita Paddyaker and 
Lyle Cable, members of the Coman-
che Nation Emergency Management 
Team were one of the first on the 
scene and began organizing a clean-
up. Comanche tribal employees and 
other volunteers gathered and started 
gathering items that were salvageable 
and cleaning up potential hazardous 
objects.
 “The Comanche Nation 
Emergency Management team made 
the announcement to all employee’s 
to assist with cleanup at Marion Sim-
mon’s property located in Geronimo, 
Okla., after a tornado hit her house 
early Saturday morning. Family 
members were able to sort through 
debris and save as much personal 
items as possible.  45 employees as-
sisted with cleanup along with close 
relatives and the Emergency Man-
agement team was able to get a por-
table storage container delivered to 
property later in the day,” said Cable, 
Director of the Comanche Nation 
Emergency Management.
 Simmons said, many of her 
items she valued are gone along with 
several Indian clothes, blankets and 
other unique objects.
 “I lost a lot of my Indian 
things that were real precious to me, 
which was my mother’s. I had beaded 
moccasins and things like that, to me, 
that I’ll never have again," said Sim-
mons. "My pictures that were on the 
wall, they’re gone. All my old pic-
tures that I had of Indian, you know, 
my relatives and my parents and ev-
erything.”

 Comanche Nation Chair-
man, William Nelson Sr., said the 
Interim CEO, Mia Tahdooahnippah, 
has placed donation boxes at the 
gaming properties for the family.
 A benefit powwow, orga-
nized by the Indigenous People’s 
Day and the Comanche Nation Prin-
cess Sorority, will be held to help 

Simmons and her family. The pow-
wow will be June 14 at Watchetaker 
Hall, Comanche Nation Complex. 
Simmons is an active member of both 
organizations. 

Ruminants of the home of a Comanche elder are left when an EF2 tor-
nado stuck the house the morning of May 18.

Jared Kopaddy and Rick Toho move bags of items in an effort to clean 
up the area following the tornado.

Teta Thompson-Toho gathers 
household items that survived the 

EF2 tornado that struck a Geroni-
mo home May 18.

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff
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