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Story and Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

TOP: Ryland Rivas II is sworn in by Chief District Judge Lisa Oti-
poby-Herbert, as the lead Appellate Judge. CENTER LEFT: Judge 
Rivas swears in Robert Gifford II as an Appellate Judge. CENTER 
RIGHT: Judge Rivas swears in Casey Ross as an Appellate Judge. 
BOTTOM: A reception followed the swearing in to celebrate the 
ceremony of the new judges. The Appellate courts are a part of the 
judicial system that is responsible for hearing and reviewing ap-
peals from legal cases that have already been heard in a trial level 
or other lower court. 

Tribal Administrator Launches 
Elder Outreach Program

Added Line Item on Fiscal Year Budget; Periodical 
visits and assistance are one of many goals 

of the new program

 TA (Tribal Administrator), 
John Wahnee, has created a program 
called the Elder Outreach Support 
Project. The goal of this new project 
is to provide door-to-door checks on 
Comanche tribal elders, help them 
fill out paperwork for assistance, and 
communicate with partnering tribal 
programs to ensure the requested as-
sistance is completed.
 According to the Comanche 
Nation Enrollment Department, there 
are a total of 782 tribal elders within 
the five service counties: Comanche, 
Cotton, Caddo, Kiowa, and Tillman. 
Out of the 782 elders, 164 are con-
sidered vulnerable, which is defined 
as needing transportation assistance, 
and limited mobility. The long term 
goal of the program is to go state 
wide, followed by nationwide.
 “The Comanche Nation El-
ders Outreach Support Project was 
developed because we have an in-
creasing number of elders, and this 
is an issue that is facing the United 
States of America across the board,” 
expressed Wahnee.  “We have more 
elders now than we ever had, and we 
have more people turning ‘retirement 
age’ than we ever had. The operations 
that we have at the tribe have been 
doing a very good job, and I am proud 
of what they are doing, but they need 
some additional support in getting 
information from our elders. In order 
of us to get services to them, this par-
ticular program will be a referral pro-
gram. People will go out and we will 
have one assigned to each county. 
They then will become familiar with 
every elder of that county. They will 
come back and it will be put in our 
computer system, and we can identify 
the residences of elders, which will 
help in emergency situations. The 
second is the staff of the project will 
be taking existing applications from 
programs at the tribe with them, and 
assisting elders with filling those out 
at the locations. That way, not only 
can we help them fill out the appli-
cations, but hopefully we can learn 
from them where we need to go to get 
them additional help, whether it be a 
state program, a federal program oth-
er than the tribe. This is our ultimate 
goal.”
 Wahnee also expressed the 
need to extend the project to the out-
of-state elders.
 “If this project is approved 
of by the Comanche people, phase 
two of this project is extending it past 
our regular service area. We have 
over 500 elders in the Oklahoma City 
area, 600 or more in the Anadarko 
area, and 1,500 or more in the Dal-
las metro area, just to name a few. 
We want to be able to put additional 
people in those area field offices, so 
we can begin working with our el-
ders that are out-of-state. Our present 

Guidelines: 
Field Support Teams

By Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

1. Ask if you can come 
in, but don’t push the issue.

2. Let them know you 
are here from Comanche 
Nation and starting a new 
program for elders and mak-
ing a “friendly” visit.

3. Ask the elders if they 
have any issues and listen 
to their concerns.

4. Make sure all infor-
mation is updated.

5. Make notes and de-
termine if action is needed 
to call a program.

6. Provide appropriate 
office paperwork and help 
them fill out.

7. Leave your contact 
information with them and 
let them know you will do a 
follow up within a week. Do 
your follow up. No excuses.

tribal leadership feels it is very im-
portant to get services not only to our 
local elders, but they want to work on 
getting services to the elders that are 
out-of-state as well.”
 The program launched 
in March, with Comanche Nation 
Emergency Management Director, 
Lyle Cable, and Deputy TA Assistant, 
Ken Lookingglass, taking the lead 
on organizing the program.  Meeting 
with TA Wahnee, and programs such 
as Social Services, Home Improve-
ment, Law Enforcement, Workforce, 
Injury Prevention, CHR, Housing 
Authority, and the Elder Council, 
among other’s, the group collabo-
rates information to best serve the 
Senor Citizens of the Nation. 
 “We are getting support 
from a lot of programs already. Pro-
gram directors have gone out to make 
house visits,” said Cable.
 The new outreach program 
will be on this year’s FY 2019-2020 
budget. Included on the budget is to 
purchase five vehicles and hire 10 
employees to travel to elder’s resi-
dence to visit with them, and to help 
them fill out paperwork needed to at-
tain assistance through various tribal 
programs. Using the latest technol-
ogy, additional purchases through the 
program will be tablets, which the 
staff will help the elders to fill out the 
necessary paperwork on site, and it 

See, ELDER OUTREACH, Page 2

Environmental Water 
Quality Finishes Techni-
cal Assessment Report

 The Comanche Nation Of-
fice of Environmental Programs’ 
(CNOEP) Water Quality division 
has recently finished the 2018 Tech-
nical Assessment Report for the 106 
Monitoring Program on the East 
Cache creek basin. The 106 Pro-
gram is a grant funded by the EPA 
that allows the water quality staff to 
purchase necessary equipment and 
testing analysis to determine whether 
or not the East Cache creek is safe 
enough for Primary Body Contact 
Recreational use and if the creek is 
healthy enough to support Warm Wa-
ter Aquatic Habitat.
 The Water Quality staff has 
four sites that they collect samples 
and take measurements from. Three 
of the sites are on Comanche tribal 
land and one on privately owned 
land. 
 They collect pH units, Tur-
bidity in NTU’s, Temperature in 
Celsius, Dissolved Oxygen mg/L 
and Specific Conductivity in mS/cm 
and Dissolved Oxygen Saturation % 
with a Manta 30 Eureka water probe. 
These particular measurements help 
them determine if the water in East 
Cache creek is healthy enough to 
support aquatic life. 
 They also collect a sample 
at each site in a 100 ml container 
that has a special agar that promotes 
bacterial growth for a Most Probable 
Number count for E. coli. This count 
helps them determine if it supports 
recreational use or swimming in the 
East Cache creek basin.
 So, the big question is “Can 
we swim in the East Cache creek?” 
Yes, in certain areas. If you live in the 
Cotton County area south of Hwy 5, 
you must use caution if you decide to 
swim in the East Cache, creek due to 
very high E. coli counts found at their 
site in this area. 
 Precautions to take if you 
decide to swim in this area of East 
Cache creek: 
1. Never open your mouth or eyes in 
the water 
2. Use a nose plug when swimming 
3. Do not get in the water if you don’t 
know how to swim. 
4. Never swim in any creek during a 
flash flood event. 
 The rest of the East Cache 
creek north of Hwy 5 to the Lake 

Story and Photos submitted by CNOEP 
Staff

Quanah Karty, CNOEP Water Qual-
ity Technician, conducts the monthly water 
sampling of East Cache Creek.

See WATER REPORT,Page 3

Three Appellate Judges Sworn In at 
Comanche Nation Courthouse

 Three Appellate judges were 
sworn in the morning of March 14, at 
the Comanche Nation Court House, 
Comanche Nation Complex. 
 Being sworn in were Ryland 
Rivas II, Robert Gifford II, and Casey 
Ross. Swearing them in was Chief 
District Judge Lisa Otipoby-Herbert.
 Judge Rita Coosewoon gave 
the invocation to begin the ceremony. 
Following the swearing in, the judges 
had a chance to address the audience.
 “This is a tremendous honor 
for me, especially being a Comanche 
tribal member, to serve my people” 
said Rivas. “We will do everything to 
the best of our abilities to uphold the 
United States Constitution and Co-
manche Nation Constitution. I hope 
we provide for everyone to be treated 
fairly, to be heard. It may not be the 
decision you want, but you will be 

heard and be treated fairly, according 
to the Comanche Constitution.” said 
Rivas.
 “I am excited to see the 
Comanche Nation exercising and af-
firming its commitment to tribal sov-
ereignty and its commitment to pro-
viding a form for  justice for citizens 
of the Nation, as well as the commu-
nity at large,” said Ross
 “Thank you for this oppor-
tunity and being able to serve the Co-
manche Nation, added Gifford.

Backgound
 Chief Appellate Judge 

of the Comanche Nation Tribal  
Court:  Ryland L. Rivas, II

                Judge Rivas is a Coman-
che Nation Tribal member.  Judge 
Rivas is an attorney in private prac-
tice in Chickasha, Oklahoma.  He has 

See APPELLATE JUDGES, Page 3
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NATION NEWS

The award-winning Comanche Nation 
News, the official communication of the 
Comanche Nation, is available at no charge 
upon request. The deadline to submit 
information for the May edition is 5 p.m., 
April 15. Donations to help cover the cost 
of printing and mailing are welcome.

Contact:
The Comanche Nation News

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908

Telephone: (580) 492-3386
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: comanche_news@yahoo.com
pio@comanchenation.com

TCNN Staff
• Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Reporter, 

Photographer- Email: jolenes@
comanchenation.com -Telephone 
Number-(580)492-3382

• Paula Karty, Assis. Editor, Reporter, 
Photographer- Email: paulak@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number–(580)492-3383

• Stacey Heminokeky, Reporter/
Photographer- Email: staceyh@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
(580) 492-3385

• Candace Todd, Administrative As-
sistant- Email: candacet@coman-
chenation.com–Telephone Number 
(580) 492-3621

• News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

• Photographs will be copied and 
will become the property of TCNN. 
To return original photographs, send 
a self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

• The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. The Passings/
Obituaries are submitted by the 
Comanche Nation Funeral Home or 
by tribal members on a funeral home 
letterhead. The Milestones Page 
is for tribal members only. TCNN 
publishes all services conducted by 
The Comanche Nation Funeral Home 
without discretion. Obituaries are 
written for tribal members only.

• TCNN will print a Comanche orga-
nization’s annual event flyer once 
free of charge as a courtesy to our 
tribal organizations. The guidelines 
for flyer submission are: Pow-wow 
flyers have to be from an established 
Comanche organization. There has to 
be contact person and number on the 
organization’s annual flyer.

• We reserve the right to edit all 
material. Letters or articles that 
contain libelous information, slan-
der, or personal attacks will not be 
printed. Letters to the Editor must 
be signed with a legible name, and 
have a 1,500 word limit. The letters 
to the editor or articles contained 
in the The Comanche Nation News 
does not reflect the views or opin-
ions of the PIO staff.

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

Watch the Monthly CBC meetings live on 

www.livestream.com
comanchenationpio

will be emailed to the respected pro-
gram immediately. This will help el-
ders because they do not have to trav-
el to the program offices to fill out the 
paperwork. The Elder Outreach Pro-
gram staff will help elders fill out the 
paperwork, scan and print necessary 
supporting documents needed for the 
paperwork, and send it directly to the 
programs. In addition, follow-up vis-
its will be scheduled with the elder to 
check the status of the requested as-
sistance, and answer questions. 
 The staff will also be trained 
to recognize signs of elder abuse and 
neglect.
 The program coordinators 
understands the importance of safety 
during the door to door checks and 
wants to ensure tribal elders that the 
upmost safety precautions will be 
used.
 “We will be working hand-
in-hand with the police department. 
Before our team heads out, we let the 
police department know what area we 
will be working and how many teams 
will be in that area, just in case some-
thing happens. We have had dog bites 
in the past, through other programs. 
We have been approached with guns, 
telling us to get off the land. We pre-
pare for any issues that may arise if 
something illegal is going on in that 
house. There are some safety issues 
we have to take in consideration, as 
well as looking for signs of elder 
abuse and neglect,” said Cable.
 Additionally, the friendly 
visits from the program are on a vol-
untary basis. If an elder does not want 
to be enrolled in the program, they 
will not be forced to.
 “As we approach a house 
and knock on the door, we wait for 
the elder to come to the door. We in-
troduce ourselves, and let them know 
we are with the new Elders Outreach 
Programs of the Comanche Nation. 
We let them take the initiative if they 
want us to come in and sit down, or 
sit outside on the porch, or leave. So 
far, the elders have been appreciative, 
and one even asked if we wanted fry-
bread,” said Cable, with a smile. “We 
will make a reputation of going back 
and talking to them every month, and 
once we establish contact with all the 
elders, we can go back maybe twice a 
month.“ 

 For those who are hearing 
impaired, discussions about install-
ing specialized doorbells have been 
initiated at the meetings.
 

 Through the Elder Outreach 
Program, other tribal programs, such 
as Emergency Management and Law 
Enforcement, will be able to recog-
nize elder households through an 
“Operation Kwinai” sticker. This 
sticker will help emergency-based 
programs identify elder households 
if any crisis situations arise. Because 
the wording on the sticker is in the 
Comanche language, only tribal pro-
grams will be able to understand and 
respond to it. It can be place on a win-
dow in front of the house, and will 
only be issued to Comanche tribal 
elders. For example, in situations the 
Emergency Management Team is 
checking on an elder after a tornado 
or severe storm, the sticker will be 
very valuable for their household.
 Cable and other tribal em-
ployees have visited elders in the Co-
manche and Cotton county area.
 “We have conducted 20 vis-
its so far. Every elder we have talked 
to loves the program and are happy 
it is started. Some tribal elders have 
already stated this program should 
have been implemented a long time 
ago,” said Cable.
 As the Elder Outreach Pro-
gram plants its foundation, its goal is 
to foster one of the important tradi-
tions of the Comanche Nation, taking 
care of the elders, the patriarchs of 
the tribe.
 If an elder would like to 
participate in the Elder Outreach Pro-
gram, call (580) 492-6434.

Operation Kwinai Sticker

ELDER OUTREACH
Continued from Page 1

Tribal Administrator Wahnee Releases 
First Quarter Report 

 Followed through with com-
mitment to the Comanche People to 
provide a quarterly budget summary 
for the 83 items voted upon by the 
Comanche People.  First Quarter fi-
nancial report was developed and 
published and submitted to our Peo-
ple. 
 The second quarterly finan-
cial summary of the 83 items voted 
upon will be provided in March, 
2019.
 Established organizational 
structure to the Tribal Government; 
The new structure breaks out in the 
following manner:
1. All programs that support our 
tribal member's social needs are now 
grouped together. They are being re-
quired to support one another to en-
sure the best and faster services for 
our people.
2. All educational programs are now 
grouped together. Each program is 
being required to work together for 
the best services possible for our 
People.
3. All programs that provide over all 
support to both social and educational 
programs are now reporting directly 
to the Tribal Administrator. (Prop-
erty & Procurement/Finance/Human 
Resources/Grants Office/Compliance 
Director/Public Information/IT De-
partment/Tribal Courts/Law Enforce-
ment/).
4. Delegation of authority has been 
implemented so that closer monitor-
ing of all programs is now being car-
ried out. Immediate oversight of So-
cial Programs rests with Mr. Kenneth 
Lookingglass (hired prior to TA be-
ing elected).  Immediate oversight of 
Education Programs rests with Mrs. 
Jamesena Mendoza - (hired prior to 
TA being elected). The Tribal Admin-
istrator has over all oversight of all 
programs of the Tribal Government.

 Established Due Process for 
all employees of the Tribal Govern-
ment. The CBC established (At Will 
Dismissal Authority) this process of 
termination will only be used when 
the employee's offense rises to a very 
serious situation that would have a 
negative impact on the Nation.  
 Established a formal griev-
ance procedure for all employees of 
the Tribal Government. The griev-
ance cannot be stopped by Directors 
or Assistant Managers. All grievances 
will be reviewed by the Office of the 
Tribal Administrator. It is the respon-
sibility of all Directors and Assistant 
Managers to attempt to settle the 
grievance(s) at the lowest level pos-

sible. No employee will be harassed 
or intimidated for filing a grievance 
- PERIOD. Any Director or Assistant 
Manager involved with harassing or 
intimidating an employee will re-
ceive an appropriate disciplinary ac-
tion by the Tribal Manager.
 Have began the process of 
revising and updating the Human Re-
sources Department. The Comanche 
Nation Human Resources Depart-
ment will be developing a formal 
classification personnel system. The 
Nation has never hosted such a sys-
tem to regulate salaries and benefits 
for the Nation's employees nor new 
hires. Have been reviewing estab-
lished classification systems from 
other tribes and private businesses.
 The Office of the Tribal Ad-
ministrator has monitored tribal ex-
penditures to ensure that only legal 
expenditures have been and continue 
to be made. Compliance to the Con-
stitution and Tribal Laws is being fol-
lowed when making payments.
 The Social Program’s ap-
plications are being reviewed for the 
purpose of reducing the number of 
pages being required for enrollment 
into a social program. In addition, 
the Tribal Administrator has ordered 
a review to eliminate redundant ap-
plication visits to the tribe.
 The Tribal Administra-
tor has made the determination that 
the tribal government is to begin 
establishing an elder outreach/sup-
port group. The justification for this 
action is based upon the increased 
number of elders needing assistance 
and tribal support. This group will 
identify all elders in the serving area. 
This group will assist elders in com-
pleting social services applications 
in the home. Once information is ob-
tained the collected information will 
be submitted to the appropriate social 
serves department for processing. 
This service will be support of the 
existing social serves operations and 
will not interfere with social services 
operations or visitations.
 The Tribal Administrator is 
presently working with the Anadarko 
Area Office’s Fire Marshal in devel-
oping plans and funding needed to 
help bring the Comanche Nation Fire 
Department up to full compliance. 
Presently the Comanche Nation Fire 
Department cannot handle structural 
fire situations. It can deal with brush 
or wild fires. This is a serious situa-
tion to the Nation that needed cor-
recting for awhile.

     Tribal Administrator Accomplishments: 
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Government
Editor’s Note: This is an overview 
of the March 2, Comanche Busi-
ness Committee Monthly Meeting 
and not the official minutes. To ob-
tain a copy of the official minutes, 
call the Office of the Chairman, 
(580) 492-3251.

 Chairman, William Nelson 
Sr, called the meeting to order at 
10:02 a.m.
 Secretary-Treasurer, Robert 
Tippeconnie, conducted Roll Call. A 
quorum was established with all Co-
manche Business Committee (CBC) 
members present, except Committee-
man No. 1, Jonathan Poahway who 
came in later.   
 Secretary-Treasurer, Robert 
Tippeconnie, began the meeting with 
the Invocation. 
 A motion made to approve 
the minutes of the February 2019, 
CBC meeting by Tippeconnie. It was 
seconded by Committeeman No. 4, 
Clyde Narcomey. The motion carries 
6/0/1.

Resolutions
 No. 32-19 Enrollment List 
No. 1115. Applicants Eligible for Co-
manche Tribal Membership.
 Narcomey, made the motion 
to approve. Tippeconnie,  seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 33-19 Enrollment List 
No. 1116. Applicant wishes to relin-
quish her membership with the Co-
manche Nation to be enrolled with 
the Chickasaw Nation. Whereas, the 
individual is aware of giving up all 

Seven Resolutions Passed During the 
March CBC Monthly Meeting

Story by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

rights she may have with the Coman-
che Nation. 
 Narcomey, made the mo-
tion to approve. Vice-Chairwoman, 
Lanora Parker, seconds the motion. 
The motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 34-19 Enrollment. Peti-
tion Ordinance.
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion to approve. CBC No. 3 Red Elk, 
seconds the motion. The motion car-
ries 5/1/1.
 No. 35-19 Grants. TEDC 
Proposal.  
 Parker, made the motion to 
approve. Narcomey, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion does not pass. 2/4/1.
 No. 36-19 Comanche Na-
tion Gaming Commission (CNGC) 
Section 214 of Gaming Ordinance. 
 Parker, made the motion to 
approve. Tippeconnie, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 37-19 CBC. Rescind 
Motion. CBC Stipends went down to 
$100 
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion to approve. Parker, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 38-19 Accept the direc-
tion relative to technical and legal 
comments on amendments the CBC 
propose. 
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion to approve. Parker, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 The meeting was adjourned 
at 12 p.m. and Executive Session fol-
lowed.

Ellsworth spillway have low E. coli 
counts well within the limits to sup-
port recreational use like swimming, 
but it’s always a good idea to practice 
the above precautions at any creek.
 Now, the second question is 
“Does the East Cache creek support 
warm water aquatic habitat?” Yes, it 
does. 4 out of the 6 parameter’s mea-
sured support aquatic life like chan-
nel catfish, flathead catfish, common 
carp, creek chub and alligator gars. 
Although two of the parameters did 
not meet the criteria for supporting 
warm water aquatic life there is abun-

dant aquatic life in the East Cache 
creek basin. 
 The next phase for the Water 
Quality Division in the coming year 
is performing speciation of the water 
life and possibly measuring mercury/
lead levels in fish to see if they are fit 
for consumption. 
 If you see any illegal dump-
ing taking place in the East Cache 
Creek or any unusual amount of dead 
fish collecting alongside of the Cache 
Creek basin, call Quanah Karty or 
Lynn Schonchin at (580) 492-3754 to 
report the incident.

WATER REPORT
Continued from Page 1

52nd Annual Meeting of the Comanche Nation Tribal Council
Saturday, April 20, 2019 – Doors Open at 9:00 AM – Lunch served 11:00 to 12:00

Meeting Starts at 1:30 PM

Supreme Governing Body
“Tribal Council. All legally 

enrolled Comanche members 
over the age of eighteen.”

Comanche Nation Officials
Chairman William Nelson, Sr.
Vice Chair Lady LaNora Parker
Secretary/Treasurer R. Tippeconnie
CBC No. 1 Johnny Poahway
CBC No. 2 Eddie Ahdosy
CBC No. 3 Ronald Red Elk
CBC No. 4 Clyde Narcomey

Tribal Administrator John D. Wahnee

Tribal Council Attorney Rosette LLP

AGENDA

I. Flag Song
II. Invocation
III. Call to Order
IV. Proposed FY 2020 Budget
V. Nomination of Officers 

• Committeeperson No. 1
• Committeeperson No. 2

VI.   Nominate Administrator/Manager
VII.  Nominate Attorney
VIII. New Business

• KCA Drawdown
•  Living Assisted Center
•  Special GC for new RAP Plan

IX. Proposed Resolutions
X. Adjourn

been serving as a Prosecutor for the 
Court of Indian Offenses serving the 
Southern Plains Region, Oklahoma; 
the Winnemucca Indian Colony in 
Winnemucca, Nevada; The Te-Moak 
Tribe of Western Shoshone Indians 
of Nevada in Elko, Nevada and the 
Skull Valley Band of Goshute Indi-
ans in Utah. Judge Rivas was also 
detailed to serve at the Wind River, 
Wyoming community.  Judge Rivas 
served as an Assistant District At-
torney for the Sixth Judicial District.  
Judge Rivas has his Juris Doctor-
ate from Oklahoma City University, 
School of Law having graduated in 
2005.  Judge Rivas also holds a Mas-
ter of Human Relations degree from 
the University of Oklahoma.   Judge 
Rivas will have certain administra-
tive responsibilities for the Appellate 
Court as well as being responsible for 
the development and maintenance of 
the Tribal Bar Association.

Associate Appellate Judge of the 
Comanche Nation Tribal Court:  

Casey Ross
                Judge Ross is a citizen of the 
Cherokee Nation.  Judge Ross serves 
as University General Counsel for 
Oklahoma City University, a Clini-
cal Professor of Law,  as well as the 
director of the American Indian Law 
and Sovereignty Center.  Judge Ross 
received her Juris Doctorate from 
Oklahoma City University School 
of Law, having graduated in 2003.  
Judge Ross also holds a Master of 
Business Administration from OCU, 
having obtained that decree in 2003, 
as well.  Judge Ross has authored 
numerous publications discussing is-
sues in Tribal Sovereignty, taxation 
and education initiatives.

Associate Appellate Judge of the 
Comanche Nation Tribal Court:  

Robert Don Gifford, II
                Judge Gifford is a citizen 

APPELLATE JUDGES
Continued from Page 1

 The Comanche Nation His-
toric Preservation presented a forum 
focusing on the plants and foods 
Comanches used, and how it was 
made into medicines. The forum 
took place March 20 ,at the tribe’s 
Education Center. Panelists were 
Nick Plata, who has been working at 
the Wichita Wildlife Refuge for sev-
eral years, giving tours and educat-
ing the public about the uses of area 
plants and their ecosystems. Also on 
the panel was Rita Coosewoon, who 
grew up in the area, and has knowl-
edge of how Comanche people used 
many plants for remedies.   
    The forum was funded 
by the MICA Group. The Historic 
Preservation was awarded the grant 
to provide opportunities for commu-
nities to establish support systems 
that will protect sacred and cultural 
places long into the future.
 Juanita Mithlo moderated 
the discussion.
 “It is important for “We are 
connected to all living things,” said 
Plata. “ We need to work on build-

ing a relationship with Earth.”
 He went on to say it is also 
important to get the younger genera-
tion interested in taking care of the 
Earth. One of the ways are introduc-
ing them to plants who can predict 
changes in the weather.
 “A plant called Snow on the 
Mountain can tell when the weather 
is going to change. They are indica-
tors of seasonal change. The Golden 
Rod plant and the Poison Ivy and Su-
mac plants are also indicators of sea-
sonal change,” said Plata.
 He spoke about plants that 
can be used as dye, such as the Osage 
Orange Tree and cacti, as well as us-
ing Gumweed to take the itch away 
from insect stings.
 Coosewoon recalled when 
home remedies using plants were 
used instead of going to the hospital.
 “If you had a sore throat, we 
used itse or sage,” said Coosewoon. 
“Sage is also used for prayers and 
spiritual healing.”
 She added our plants and 
foods we used were along geared to-

ward Spirituality.
 “Every person has a spirit. 
All things we use has a spiritual com-
ponent.”
 She said she remembers her 
grandmother used ekwipusa for the 
mumps, and other remedies to cure 
the chicken pocks, measles, and other 
illnesses.
 She discussed how cedar 
and sweetgrass are used for blessings 
and prayer, and now that many of 
the elders who know how to use the 
plants are gone, it is up to everyone 
to preserve what knowledge we have 
left.
 “A lot was verbal, and not 
written down,” said Coosewoon. 
“Our elders are gone. We are the el-
ders now. Continue learning and pass 
it down to your children.”
 Plata added the best time to 
pick Indian Perfume is the first week 
of May through the last week of June, 
before the summer temperatures rise.
 The session ended with 
question and answers from the audi-
ence.

of the Cherokee Nation.  Judge Gif-
ford is an attorney in private practice 
in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.  Prior 
to founding Gifford Law, PLLC, he 
was a Senior Attorney with Gungoll, 
Jackson, Box & Devoll, PC.  He 
served as an Assistant U.S. Attorney 
for the Western District of Oklahoma 
and the District of Nevada.  Judge 
Gifford has served in the U.S. Army 
Judge Advocate General’s corps, both 
active and reserves.  He has achieved 
the rank of Colonel, USAR, and is 
a U.S. Army War College Graduate 
with a Masters in Strategic Studies 
in 2015.  Judge Gifford has his Ju-
ris Doctorate from the University of 
Oklahoma College of Law, having 
graduated in 1996.  Judge Gifford 
has authored numerous publications 
discussing issues in legal ethics, trial 
preparation and military matters.

Forum Discusses Traditional Plants and Food of the Comanche People

From left: Nick Plata, Juanita Mithlo, and Rita Coosewoon discuss traditional plants and foods of the Coman-
che People March 20 at the Comanche Nation Education Building.

Story and Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff
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DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Tax Return Preparation

Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 
for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.

  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   
REASONABLE PREP FEES

Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455

 The Comanche Nation 
Emergency Management urges ev-
eryone to prepare for Tornado Sea-
son, which is from March through 
June. www.Ready.gov, offers prepa-
ration guidelines:

Prepare NOW
• Know your area’s tornado 
risk. In the U.S., the Midwest and the 
Southeast have a greater risk for tor-
nadoes.
• Know the signs of a tor-
nado, including a rotating, funnel-
shaped cloud; an approaching cloud 
of debris; or a loud roar—similar to a 
freight train.
• Sign up for your communi-
ty’s warning system. The Emergency 
Alert System (EAS) and National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Adminis-
tration (NOAA) Weather Radio also 
provide emergency alerts. If your 
community has sirens, then become 
familiar with the warning tone.
• Pay attention to weather 
reports. Meteorologists can predict 
when conditions might be right for a 
tornado.
• Identify and practice going 
to a safe shelter in the event of high 
winds, such as a safe room built using 
FEMA criteria or a storm shelter built 
to ICC 500 standards. The next best 
protection is a small, interior, win-
dowless room on the lowest level of a 
sturdy building.
• Consider constructing your 
own safe room that meets FEMA or 
ICC 500 standards.

 Survive DURING
• Immediately go to a safe lo-
cation that you identified.

• Take additional cover by 
shielding your head and neck with 
your arms and putting materials such 
as furniture and blankets around you.
• Listen to EAS, NOAA 
Weather Radio, or local alerting sys-
tems for current emergency informa-
tion and instructions.
• Do not try to outrun a tor-
nado in a vehicle.
• If you are in a car or out-
doors and cannot get to a building, 
cover your head and neck with your 
arms and cover your body with a coat 
or blanket, if possible.

Be Safe AFTER
• Keep listening to EAS, 
NOAA Weather Radio, and local au-
thorities for updated information.
• If you are trapped, cover 
your mouth with a cloth or mask to 
avoid breathing dust. Try to send a 
text, bang on a pipe or wall, or use a 
whistle instead of shouting.
• Stay clear of fallen power 
lines or broken utility lines.
• Do not enter damaged build-
ings until you are told that they are 
safe.
• Save your phone calls for 
emergencies. Phone systems are of-
ten down or busy after a disaster. 
Use text messaging or social media 
to communicate with family and 
friends.
• Be careful during clean-up. 
Wear thick-soled shoes, long pants, 
and work gloves. 

Gravel Tinhorn Schedule 
April 2019

 Please take note as to when 
your area falls on the schedule each 
Month, and submit your application 
30 days prior to the deadline. The 
month in parenthesis at the end of 
each line is when the program will 
be working in that area. Please make 
sure to update Application Yearly.
 March 1 through March 31 
Applications for Geronimo, Temple, 
and Walters Area “April”

• April 1 through April 29 
Applications for Lawton Area “May” 
and June”
• May 1 through May 31 Ap-
plications for Duncan and Sterling 
“July”
• June 1 through June 30 Ap-
plications for Cyril and Fletcher Area 
“August”
• July 1 through July 31 Ap-
plications for Apache Area “October”
• August 1 through August 31 
Applications for Elgin Area “Novem-
ber”
• Gravel Tinhorn Program 
will be assisting with the Comanche 
Nation Fair and will not be taking ap-
plications in September.
• October 1 through October 
31 Applications for Anadarko and 
Fort Cobb Area “December”
• December 1 through De-
cember 31 Applications for Cache 
Area “January”

Qualifications Include 

• If there are any changes in 
the contact number please update im-
mediately.
• Must be enrolled Comanche 
Nation tribal member over the age of 
18 and provide a C.D.I.B
• Proof of ownership/residen-
cy (utility bill) must be provided.
• Must not benefit a business 
or non- Comanche Tribal Member 
(rental homes)
•  No custom driveways circle 
or horseshoe. (1) Tinhorn per drive-
way must be installed by department.
• Must reside within the Co-
manche Nation service area. (Caddo, 
Comanche, Cotton, Grady, Kiowa, 
Tillman and Stephens County)

 If you have any questions/
concerns please call the office at 
(580) 492-3308 Monday-Friday from 
8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

In 1874, Comanche prisoners were held in the stockade at Fort Sill Army Base during and after the Red 
River War. Many of the Chiefs and Warriors were placed in the Guardhouse and others were also held 
captive in the Post Icehouse. The Ice House was a 150 by 4.0 feet stone structure with a stone floor, which 
it was not a completely building and did not have a roof. The Ice House at times crammed 130 Comanche, 
Kiowa, and Cheyenne Prisoners. There is a record from a guard’s journal, that meat was thrown over the 
Icehouse walls to the Indian Captives. There was one door on the icehouse and it had a window that was 
used for observation of the prisoners. Only one guard being on duty at a time during the Indians' incarcer-
ation. When the Comanches came to surrender, their ponies and weapons were taken from them and some 
Comanches for forced to imprisonment. Quahada Chief Wild Horse (Coby) arrived at Fort Sill Mid-April 
and was placed in the Ice House. Due to the overcrowded prison, some of the inmates were released and to 
assigned band chiefs, who Indian Agents and Army Officers regarded as trustworthy.  

Courtesy Photo

Election Updates 
and Deadline Information

 The deadline to request ab-
sentee ballots for the 2019 Coman-
che Nation Election is 5 p.m., May 
17. Voters can call (580) 492-3384, 
8 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. and 1 p.m. – 5 
p.m., Monday – Friday, to get infor-
mation on how to request an absentee 
ballot.  Voters can also come to the 
Comanche Nation Complex to attain 
the information, at Room 115, the 
Comanche Nation Reintegration Of-
fice.
 For more information, con-
tact Bonnie Lemon, or Cindy Famero 
at (580) 492-3384.

NAGPRA Updates

 The Comanche Nation 
NAGPRA department completed 
their 2019 grant application and has 
submitted it to National Park Ser-
vices. They will find out if they were 
awarded the grant sometime during 
July 2019. They have five more con-
sultations left to complete their 2017 
grant projects. They have completed 
12 of their 17 grant consultations and 
documentation projects and all items 
returned to the Comanche Nation 
have been turned over to the Coman-
che National Museum and Cultural 
Center. Ownership belongs to the Co-
manche Nation with possession and 
control given to the Comanche Na-
tional Museum and Cultural Center. 

Prison Reintegration
 Updates Information

 The Reintegration Program 
would like to encourage family mem-
bers that have a loved one incarcer-
ated to contact our office to ensure 
they receive available supportive ser-
vices. The Reintegration Program has 
worked diligently to identify barriers 
that our incarcerated tribal members 
face upon release; and, to provide 
services, resources, and assistance for 
optimal success. 
 For additional information 
about services available: email: re-
integration@comanchenation.com, 
phone: (580) 492-3623, mail: Co-
manche Nation Reintegration, P.O. 
Box 908, Lawton, OK 73502.

Grandparents Raising 
Grandchildren Tips on 

Quality Time

 One of the most important 
things you can do as a grandparent is 
to spend quality time with your grand 
kids. Time doing things they are in-
terested in. Show them you are really 
present with them really paying at-
tention to them. Reading books with 
them or doing a puzzle, taking time to 
really invest yourself in them. Spend-
ing this time with them is probably 
not an opportunity you get every day. 
They grow up and change faster than 
grandparents realize. Making them 
feel special with a word of encour-
agement or blessing can really create 
positive feeling in them.  Every min-
ute with your grandchild is a chance 
for quality time spent with them. 
 The grandparents Raising 
Grandchildren Program is located 
at 1001 C Ave., East door, Lawton, 

Okla. Their phone number is (580) 
574-4786. Sandra Toyekoyah, Direc-
tor. The program email is sandrat@
comanchenation.com.

Comanche Nation 
Offices will be 

closed April 19, for 
Good Friday, and 
will reopen for 
business 8 a.m., 
April 22, 2019.



Tahma Mua (April) 2019                                                                                            5                                                                                                 The Comanche Nation News

Programs
Realty Department 

Continues Fee-To-Trust 
 The Realty Department 
continues to work on Fee-To-Trust 
Applications. The Realty Specialist 
has submitted the applications for 
the Food Distribution property and 
the Comanche Business Center prop-
erty  to the BIA’s Anadarko Agency 
for preliminarily review. He is also 
finishing up on the Fee-to-Trust ap-
plications for the property at 302 NW 
Rogers Lane and the Adams Prop-
erty. They have the surveys for these 
property completed. The surveys and 
revised legal descriptions are the ini-
tial steps in preparing a Fee-To-Trust 
Application. Another important step 
is to have a Value Statement or an ap-
praisal prepared and submitted with 
each Fee-To-Trust application. 
 The Agricultural and Natu-
ral Resource Manager is also assist-
ing other departments by mapping 
and pin pointing exact location of 
properties, she has been busy in the 
field checking to see that the Lessor 
is in compliance with the terms of the 
lease agreement.
 The Maintenance Tech is 
clearing underbrush and debris from 
the “Kerchee property aka the flea 
market,” East of the Comanche Na-
tion Casino road entrance. Some of 
wood is available to tribal depart-
ments to distribute as fire wood. 
 The staff continues to pro-
vide assistance to Tribal members in 
regards to trust land(s). They can as-
sist you by mapping the location of 
your property and answer your ques-
tions or direct you to someone who 
can help you. Feel free to call us at 
(580) 699-3818. 
 Also, if a tribal member 
needs something notarized our office 
Administrative Assistant is a Notary 
Public.
Dennis Woommavovah, Director
Comanche Nation Realty Dept.
302 NW Rogers Lane
Lawton, OK 73507
Office: (580) 699-3818

 Higher Education GED 
Spring Course to Begin

 The 2019 GED Spring 
Course will begin May 6. This course 
provides instruction for students 
seeking their GED. If you would like 
to enroll, please contact Comanche 
Nation Higher Education Department 
at (580) 492-3363 or Comanche Na-
tion Workforce Department at (580) 
492-3257. 
 Applications are currently 
being accepted, and registration and 
TABE pretests are required. The 
courses are held at the Comanche 
Nation Education Center, which is 
located at 1608 SW 9th St. Lawton, 
OK.
 The 2019 Elders Basic 
Computer Course is offered by the 
Short Term Program within the High-
er Education Department will begin 
on May 6. Comanche tribal members 
(45- years old & up) who are inter-
ested in personal enrichment, in need 
of additional training, or in need of 
certification to enhance employment 
opportunities. Eligibility Require-
ments: Only enrolled members of the 
Comanche Nation, 45 years old and 
up, may complete an application to 
participate in the class. Classes are 
limited to 12 students. Classes are 
Monday-Thursday from 9 a.m. to 
Noon. Located at the Comanche Na-
tion Education Center, Room 29. 
 Higher Education is pleased 
to offer two Summer Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, Art, and Math 
(S.T.E.A.M) camps that involves 
both Cultural and Educational el-
ements. The Summer S.T.E.A.M 
Camps will be June 17 -20. The K-5 
age group will participate in one of 
the half-day sessions on the 17 and 
18. The morning session will be from 
8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m., followed by the 
afternoon session from 12:30 p.m.-
3:30 p.m.  The 6-12 grade age group 
will be on the 19 and 20, from 8:30 
a.m.-3:30 p.m.
 The second Summer 
S.T.E.A.M Camp will be July 15 -18. 

The K-5 age group will participate in 
one of the half-day sessions on the 15 
and 16. The morning session will be 
from 8:30 a.m.-11:30 a.m., followed 
by the afternoon session from 12:30 
p.m.-3:30 p.m.  The 6-12 grade age 
group will be on the 17 and 18, from 
8:30 a.m.-3:30 p.m. Registration is 
required for both of these camps. 
Submit registration to the Comanche 
Nation Higher Education Depart-
ment at Phone:(580) 492-3363 or 
Email:highered@Comanchenation.
com.
 Summer Scholarship appli-
cations are being accepted and the 
updated deadline has been moved 
to May 1. The acceptance of Sum-
mer Scholarships will show priority 
to Graduates and Seniors. Students 
will be required to submit their of-
ficial Spring semester transcript and 
current enrollment schedule for their 
summer 2019 courses. Our office is 
open Monday-Friday from 8 - 5.  Stu-
dents can drop off the official tran-
scripts and schedules or mail them to 
the office at 1608 SW 9th St. Lawton, 
Oklahoma 73501. 
 Comanche Nation Higher 
Education Department is calling all 
Graduating High School Seniors 
and College graduates: Save the date 
for the 2019 Graduation Banquet on 
June 1. This event will take place at 
the Apache Hotel and Casino, and 
will begin at 6 p.m.  Please RSVP to 
this event by May 10.  
 For additional registration 
information please contact the Co-
manche Nation Higher Education 
Department at Phone: (580) 492-
3363 or Email:highered@Coman-
chenation.com. 

 Museum and Cultural 
Center Unmaking the 

Truth Exhibit
 Unmasking the Truth:  
This History of the Comanche Lan-
guage is currently on exhibit in the 
Comanche National Museum Cul-
tural Center gallery.  The exhibition 
examines the tribe’s language, past, 
present and future.  Included in this 
exhibit are eight plaster “life-mask” 
castings of Comanches that were 
held at Fort Marion, Florida nearly 
150 years ago.  The prisoners were 
alive when their images were made.  
The casts are on loan from Harvard 
University’s Peabody Museum in 
Cambridge, Massachusetts.  The ex-
hibit is on display until August 31.   
 The Comanche National 
Museum and Cultural Center is locat-
ed at 701 NW Ferris Avenue in Law-
ton.  Hours of operation are Monday 
– Friday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Ad-
mission is free.

Diabetes Awareness 
Program Completes 

Training
 Staff, Eva L. Asenap, As-
sistant Director and Sarah Lechich, 
Activity Coordinator, attended and 
completed training with National Di-
abetes Prevention Program: Lifestyle 
Coach Seminar. This program is dif-
ferent than what our present program 
offers in that it facilitates the preven-
tion of diabetes, states Asenap. This 
program was developed by the Cen-
ter for Disease Control, (CDC) based 
on a clinical study. The study found 
that if individuals who are over-
weight would lose 5-7% of their body 
weight and become more physically 
active during the year long program, 
they could greatly reduce their risks 
of developing type II diabetes. 
 Asenap and Lechich are 
now trained as Lifestyle Coaches to 
assist the tribal members with the 
Center for Disease Control’s pre-
vention program. Prior planning is 
required to get the program in place, 
but this is a great step in the right di-
rection in their fight against Type II 
diabetes. 

Department of 
Transportation Checks 

Roadways
 The Comanche Nation 
Transportation isn’t doing any proj-
ects at this time due to winter weather 
but, the Transportation Department 
has been out checking roadways that 
might need some work done and talk-
ing to the Counties on some of the 
roadways that have been checked.
 The Comanche Nation 
Transportation is wanting safer road-
ways that will benefit all who travel 
the roadways in these areas. They are 
making these roadways better roads 
for our tribal members and the com-
munities.
 The Comanche Nation 
Transportation is still working with 
all the schools in the areas they serve, 
to make it safer for all of the tribal 
children and the communities as 
well. Some of the roadways are not 
safe for children and the traffic is bad 
in some of these areas.
 The Comanche Nation 
Transportation Department has been 
working at the New Transportation 
Building putting furniture together 
and cleaning inside the building so 
when the final inspection is complet-
ed the move will go smooth for the 
department.            
 The Comanche Nation De-
partment Transportation`s Motto is:  
“Paving the way and providing a 
more safe and effective way of trav-
el” 

Caregivers Providing 
Services for the Elderly

 Seeing the need for such 
service, the Comanche Nation has 
funded the Comanche Nation Care-
giver Program since 2004.  The pro-
gram provides personal and basic 
care to enrolled Comanche Elders 62 
years of age or older and to Coman-
che members who are handicapped.  
When an elder is not able to care 
for themselves and needs assistance 
with at least two of the following 
needs:  bathing, feeding, dressing, 
transferring, toileting, incontinence, 
dementia, or Alzheimer’s disease, 
they are eligible for services through 
this program.  Elders may also need 
assistance with cooking, shopping, 
assistance with medications, answer-
ing the telephone, paying household 
bills, and housekeeping.  These needs 
are secondary to the primary care 
needs.  With aging comes chronic 
conditions leading to disabilities such 
as heart disease, strokes, pulmonary 
disease, arthritis, Osteoporosis, hy-
pertension, vision/hearing loss.  The 
elder may also require assistance for 
these conditions, if a doctor certifies 
the need for care.
 The roles may now be re-
served and the caregiver needs to 
take care of the parent, grandparent, 
or another relative out of necessity.  
The Comanche Nation Caregiver 
Program is here to assist.  The Care-
giver office has applications to be 
completed by the potential caregiver, 
which includes a statement from the 
Elder’s doctor stating the need for 
personal care.  The application with 
the doctor’s statement and the CDIB 
showing Comanche membership 
needs to be returned to the Caregiver 
office.
 The Caregiver works for 
two hours a day on Monday, Wednes-
day and Friday, except for holidays 
and bed weather days.  They are com-
pensated for six hours per week.  The 
Caregiver program provides care ser-
vices for 12 weeks at a time.  When 
the 12 weeks are over, they start an-
other 12 weeks with the elders that 
will always need care because of 
aging and health conditions.  Others 
will evaluated according to their doc-
tor’s recommendation.
 Applications can be picked 
up at the Caregiver’s office at the 
Keith Yackeyonny Medical Building 
on “D” Avenue or down-loaded form 
the Official Tribal Site.
 Georgia Gibson is currently 
the Program Director and Ramona 

Perea is the Administrative Assistant.  
Gibson can be reached at (580) 699-
8812.  Perea can be reach at (580) 
699-8811.  The office hours are 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday - Friday, ex-
cept for national or tribal holidays.
 The Comanche Caregivers 
provides the following:
• Stipend for caregivers that are 

providing care for their older/
disabled family member(s)

• Counseling, support groups, and 
training for caregivers

• Housekeeping
• Meal preparation
• Limited basis referrals to other 

tribal programs or community 
agencies

Environmental Solid 
Waste Program has Past 

Applications on File
 The Solid Waste Division 
has a number of applications that 
have been on file for more than 30 
days.  If you have an application for a 
bulk item, you might consider giving 
the Solid Waste Division a call before 
your application will be considered 
expired.

Bulk Item Consent Form 
Information

• If client has not responded within 
30 days of turning in application

 The clients application, will 

E-Waste Drive 
Coming Soon

 The Comanche Nation En-
vironmental Program will have their 
E-Waste Drive, April 26, at the Co-
manche Nation Complex (Pow-wow 
area), from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m.
 E-Waste is created from 
anything electronic.  “Electronic 
Waste” or “E-Waste” may be defined 
as discarded computers, office elec-
tronic equipment, entertainment de-
vice electronics, and mobile phones.
 If you have any questions 
pertaining to the event, feel free to 
contact the Comanche Nation Envi-
ronmental Program.
 The cost is FREE and open 
to the public.  All E-Waste is accept-
able, except for old CRT.
 For more information con-
tact the Comanche Nation Environ-
mental Program at (580) 492-3754.

 be considered expired.
 The applicant will have to
 fill out another application.
• Comanche Nation Tribal mem-

bers are allowed two bulk items 
a year

 Once every six months.
For more information, contact the 
Comanche Nation Office of Environ-
mental Program at (580) 492-3754.
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Home 
Improvement Program 

Provides Emergency Repairs
 The Comanche Nation 
Home Improvement Program (HIP) 
provides Emergency repairs for Co-
manche Tribal members who meet 
eligibility requirements. 
 The HIP Program was es-
tablished on the broad authority of 25 
USC 13 under the Snyder Act of 1921 
as one of several Bureau programs 
authorized by Congress for the ben-
efit of Indian people. The Bureau’s 
HIP Program was first implemented 
in 1965. The original intent of the 
program was to provide assistance 
to needy Indian families who could 
not obtain such assistance because of 
lack of adequate income. The original 
intent of the program has not changed 
with the passage of time.
Emergency Assistance
 The Home Improvement 
Program administers an Emergency 
Assistance program with funding 
assistance allocated from the Co-
manche Tribe, this program provides 
services for emergency home repair 
for eligible tribal members. The trib-
al member must provide a DEED & 
CDIB along with the application. The 
application should be updated once a 
year or with services needed at that 
time. This program is an Emergency 
Only program and you must reside 
in the home to receive services. This 
program does not assist with Non-
Emergencies, Home Decorating or 
any type of upgrading.

Eligibility Requirements:
1. Provide documentation of 
Comanche Tribal Enrollment (Tribal 
Identification card).
2. Home must be applicant’s 
primary residence (provide proof of 
residence-Utility bill).
3. Applicant must provide 
ownership of the home; Cannot be 
making payments on the home; (war-
ranty deed, quit claim deed, deed, 
trust property ownership, gift deed, 
will-[home cannot be in probate])
4. Must complete a Home Re-
pair Application for repair.
5. All required documents 
must accompany application before 
acceptance. 
 The Home Improvement 
Program assists all Tribal members 
who reside within the 50 United 
States as long as the criteria is met. 
For more information please call 
The Home Improvement Program at      
(580) 492-3313. You may also fill out 
an application on the Comanche Na-
tion Website.

 Sexual violence is a serious 
public health problem that affects 
millions of women and men. In the 
United States, one in three women 
and one in six men have experienced 
sexual violence involving physical 
contact at some point in their lives. 
Statistics underestimate the problem 
because many victims do not tell the 
police, family or friends about the 
violence.
 Sexual violence is any ac-
tivity where consent is not freely 
given. This includes completed or at-
tempted sex acts that are against the 
person’s will or involve a person who 
is unable to consent through the use 
of force or alcohol/drug facilitation.
 Other forms of sexual vio-
lence are non-physically pressured 
unwanted sex; unwanted sexual con-
tact or intentional sexual touching; 
non-contact, unwanted sexual expe-
riences such as verbal sexual harass-
ment.
Sexual violence can be committed by 
anyone:
• Current or former intimate part-

ner
• Family Member
• Person in a position of power or 

trust
• Friend or acquaintance
• Stranger or someone known only 

by sight
 If you or someone you know 
is a victim of sexual violence, you 
can contact Comanche Nation Fam-
ily Assistance Center (580) 492-3560 
or the National Hotline at 1-800-656- 
HOPE (4673)

 Any tribal member can 
go to any optometrist or clinic and 
have their eyes examined. They can 
bring their eye prescription to the of-
fice located at 1 SW D Ave, Lawton, 
Okla., and we will assist you with 
$130 toward (1) one complete pair of 
eyeglasses. If you would like to or-
der contact lens they need a updated 
prescription for Contact Lens only. 
The eyeglass prescription is not the 
same prescription it will state on the 
prescription that it is for spectacles 
only. And a prescription for contact 
lens will have the brand name of the 
doctor prescribed contacts.

Optometry Information:
1. They schedule appointments every 
last Monday of the month.
2. Their vendor Modern Eyes has 
the (1) one year warranty for the eye 
glasses, if you break your eyeglasses 
please bring all the pieces back and 
they will replace the frame and a (1) 
one time lens warranty.
3. No warranty for: missing pieces, 
lost or stolen, dog chews or super 
glue.
4. They order contact lens on Fridays.
5. No cash accepted, money orders, 
debit/credit cards only
6. Exam days only on Wednesday’s.
7. On your appointment day if you 
are 10 minutes late they will have to 
re-schedule you
8. Comanche Nation Employees can 
call the office and see if you are eli-
gible and be put on the employee list, 
if we have no shows or cancellations 
we call the employees to come in.
9. All Comanche Tribe Employees 
can come to have their eyes exam-
ined in our office for eyeglasses and 
contact Lens.
 For more information con-
tact Optometry: (580) 699-5386.

Optometry Scheduling 
Appointments

 Spring time has arrived in 
Southwest Oklahoma. With the ar-
rival of warmer weather, people are 
anxious to get outside and enjoy the 
warmer temperatures. Just as a re-
minder, Comanche Nation Transit 
is here to meet your transportation 
needs. We provide safe, affordable 
and reliable transportation to seniors, 
low income and disabled clients to 
allow them to maintain a happier, 
healthier more independent lifestyle. 
Our clients are transported to dialy-
sis clinics, medical offices, education 
centers, places of employment, adult 
day cares, grocery stores, banks, etc., 
with medical trips and work places 
taking priority. 
 Transportation is taken for 
granted by most, but it is difficult for 

Remember Transit / This 
Spring

Grants Department Explains 
Trump’s War On Native 

America: To Eliminate Tribal 
Programs

 The Comanche Nation 
Vocational Rehabilitation program 
once again co-sponsored of the Great 
Plains Region 5th Annual Transition 
& Resource Fair.  This event was 
held on Cameron University campus 
on March 5.  The Great Plains Transi-
tion Team is comprised of the Special 
Education programs of surrounding 
schools in southwest Oklahoma, the 
State Department of Rehabilitative 
Services (DRS) and Tribal Vocation-
al Rehabilitation programs.     
The theme of the Transition Fair was 
“May the Workforce Be With You”.  
Special education students, 16 years 
and older are referred by the schools 
to the State DRS Transition program 
and Tribal Vocational Rehabilita-
tion programs that have a Transi-

Vocational Rehabilitation 
Once Again Co-Sponsored at 

the Great Plains Fair

Family Assistance April Is Sexual  
Assault Awareness Month

tion component in their grant.  The 
goal of both the State Transition and 
Tribal Transition programs is to work 
with the youth  who are approaching 
adulthood.  The Transition programs 
focus on job preparedness and career 
goal development.  The ultimate goal 
of these services and activities is to 
assist the student toward self-suffi-
ciency and independence after high 
school. 
 The CNVRP has co-spon-
sored the Transition Fair for the past 
four years by donating door prizes for 
the special education youth in atten-
dance.  This year the program donat-
ed 20 door prizes and soda and water 
for refreshments.  There were a total 
of 39 program venders set up.  The 
CNVRP set up an information booth.  
A total of 85 signed up at the booth 
and received CNVRP information.  
 Two schools, Eisenhower 
and McArthur, presented a Power 
Point on their services for their Tran-
sition students.  Participating venders 
were encouraged to stand in front of 
the audience and talk about their pro-
grams, such as Oklahoma Promise 
and the School for the Blind.  
 Numerous Transition stu-
dents participated in a mock job inter-
view activity.  The students, parents, 
schools and venders in attendance 
enjoyed the event. 
 For more information about 
the Transition component of the 
CNVRP, please call Robin Hughes, 
Transition Specialist at (580) 492-
3398 or call the main VR number 
of (580) 492-3605, FAX: (580) 699-
7241.  The CNVRP is located in the 
Education Center at 1608 SW 9th St., 
Lawton, Okla.  

 According to Matt Remle-
Lakota, Wakinyan Waanatan, dur-
ing the first week of his presidency, 
Donald Trump signed an executive 
order calling for both the finishing 
of the construction of the Dakota 
Access pipeline and green-lighting 
the construction of the Keystone XL 
pipeline, both of which had been 
strongly opposed by Tribal and First 
Nations. It was perhaps a signal from 
the Trump administration, and their 
policies to come, of a war on Native 
America that now includes a call for 
the elimination of numerous tribal 
programs. 
 On February 12, the Trump 
administration released his proposed 
budget for the fiscal year 2019. While 
final say and approval over the bud-
get sits with Congress, the Presi-
dent’s proposals are taken seriously 
by many members of Congress and 
send a strong signal for the planned 
direction the administration.

Programs slated for elimination:
• The Indian Community Devel-

opment Block Grant program 
under the Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development

• The Department of Labor’s In-
dian and Native American Pro-
gram

• The Tribal Energy Loan Guaran-
tee Program

• The Johnson O’Malley Program 
(Indian education funding)

• The Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program

Programs slated for reduction:
• The Native American Housing 

Block Program
• Programs under the Bureau of 

Indian Affairs slated for reduc-
tions include; Job Placement 
and Training, Social Services, 
Welfare Assistance, Rights Pro-
tection Implementation and the 
Division of Human Services’ 
office responsible for enforcing 
provisions of the Indian Child 
Welfare Act. 

 Additional programs that 
are disproportionately serviced by 
Native families slated to receive cuts:

• The Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program, formerly 
known as food stamps

• Medicare
 In addition to the above as-
saults on Tribes, last year Trump also 
removed federal protections for the 
Bears Ears national monument and 
approved off-shore drilling along the 
east and west coasts. Both actions 
were, and are, heavily opposed by 

many seniors, disabled and low/mod-
erate income individuals to go places. 
As the senior population in Oklaho-
ma increases many individuals have 
found themselves trapped in situa-
tions where transportation is desper-
ately needed. Many will be forced to 
give up their driver’s license due to 
failing sight or other medical reasons. 
Some individuals cannot afford to 
own a vehicle. For these reasons and 
more food, medicine and groceries 
become a necessity that is not easily 
obtainable. Comanche Nation Transit 
gives independence to its riders and 
provides them with the opportunity 
to leave home safely. 
 So, if you’re in need of 
transportation this spring, contact 
Comanche Nation Transit at (580) 
492-3389 for your transportation 
needs.
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Culinary Corner

Recipes for Home Cooking

Ingredients
• 1 Teaspoon salt
• 1/4 Teaspoon pepper
• 1 Tablespoon chili powder
• 1/2 Teaspoon cumin
• 1 Can (4 ounces) chopped ripe 

olives
• 1 Can (8 ounces) tomato sauce
• 1 Can (4 ounces) chopped chile 

peppers
• 6 Flour tortillas
• 8 Ounces grated Mexican 

blend cheese or cheddar jack
• 1/2 Cup water

Directions
1. In a large skillet cook ground 

beef and onion until beef is 
browned. Drain well.

2. Stir the salt, pepper, chili pow-
der, cumin, olives, tomato sauce, 
and chile peppers into the meat 
mixture. Bring to a boil. Remove 
from heat.

3. In a greased 2 1/2-quart round 
casserole, alternate layers of 
lightly buttered tortillas, the meat 

Three-Ingredient Salad
Ingredients

• 1 Cup shredded chicken
• 2 Tbsp. Mayonnaise
• 1/3 Cup cranraisins

Directions
1. Mix all ingredients in a small 

bowl.
2. Enjoy right away or refrigerate 

until ready to serve. 

Pulled Pork
Ingredients

• 1 2.lb Pork tenderloin (pork 

Ground Beef Enchilada 
Casserole 

Easy Peanut Butter Oatmeal 
Cookies

WE WANT TO SEE 
WHAT YOU ARE 

COOKING!
Send a picture of any of the rec-
ipes you try on the “Culinary 
Corner” page, and it will be in 
an issue of TCNN, and TCNN 
will mail you a gift of thanks. 
Email your name, picture, and 

which recipe you used, to 
staceyh@comanchenation.com

Ingredients
• 1/2 Cup chunky peanut butter
• 1/2 Cup packed brown sugar
• 1 Large egg
• 1 1/4 Cups quick-cooking oats
• 1/2 Teaspoon baking soda

Directions
1. In a small bowl, cream peanut 

butter and brown sugar until 
fluffy. Beat in egg. Add oats and 
baking soda to creamed mixture; 
mix well.

2. Drop by tablespoonfuls 2 in. 
apart onto greased baking sheets; 
flatten slightly. Bake at 350* for 
6-8 minutes. Remove to wire 
racks to cool. Store in an airtight 
container. 

Comanche Word Search
Find the Comanche words in the Word Search Below. Words can be found in ALL directions. Good Luck!!

March- TAHPOOKU MUA
Spring- TAHMARO?I
Green- PATIWIAKETU
Flower- TOTSIYAA
Gold- EKAHWI
Rainbow- PISI MATOKOO
Lamb- KABURUU?A TUA
Wind- NUETU
Snake- KWASINABOO

mixture, and shredded cheese, 
ending with cheese sprinkled 
over top.

4. Add water, and cover with lid or 
foil. Bake at 400 F for 30 min-
utes.

Word Bank

shoulder or butt can also be 
used

• 1 Can (12 oz) root beer
• 1 Bottle (18 oz) barbecue sauce
• 8 Hamburger buns

Directions
1. Place the pork tenderloin in a 

slow cooker and pour the can of 
root beer over the meat. Cover 
and cook on low for 6 hours or 
until pork shreds easily with a 
fork.

2. Remove cooked pork to cutting 
board and drain and discard the 
root beer. Shred pork and return 
it to the slow cooker. Pour the 
barbecue sauce over the pork 
and stir to combine. Serve im-
mediately or keep warm in slow 
cooker until ready to serve. 
Serve on hamburger buns. 

Bacon-Wrapped Jalapeno 
Poppers

• 12 Wooden toothpicks
• 4 Slices bacon, cut in thirds
• 4 Oz. (half of 8-oz package) 

cream cheese, softened
• 2 Tablespoons chopped fresh 

chives or finely chopped green 
onions

• 6 Jalapeno chilis (2 to 3 inch), 
halved lengthwise, seeded

Directions
1. Heat oven to 375*F. Soak tooth-

picks in small bowl of warm 
water to prevent burning. Line 
large rimmed cookie sheet with 
foil; spray with cooking spray. 
Place bacon on foil; bake about 
12 minutes or until soft and pli-
able. Transfer to paper-towel 
lined plate. Discard foil and 
bacon drippings, or reserve for 
another use. Spray cookie sheet 
with cooking spray. 

2. In a small bowl, mix cream 
cheese and chives. Spoon or 
pipe mixture evenly into chili’s 
are tender. Serve warm. 

3. Wrap 1 piece of bacon over top 
and sides of each stuffed chili 
half; secure with soaked tooth-
pick. Place on cookie sheet.

4. Bake 11 to 14 minutes or until 
bacon is cooked through and 
chilis are tender. Serve warm.

Three-Ingredient Cake

Ingredients
• 1 Package cake mix, any flour
• 1 Can any flavor pie filling
• 3 Eggs

Directions
1. Choose any flavor cake mix. Ex-

ample; spice cake mix. Add 1 
can pie filling. Example; Apple. 
Add 3 eggs.

2. Put all in mixer and combine to-
gether. Pour mixture in greased 
and floured bundnt pan or tube 
pan. Bake at 350* for 30 to 40 
minutes or until tested done. 

3. They used many different com-
binations of cake mix and pie 
fillings and it always turns out 
great! You can step the recipe up 
by adding nuts to the batter and 
by drizzling the top with a glaze 
such as powdered sugar and 
milk glaze. Want chocolate? Use 
a fudge cake mix and cherry pie 
filling and topped with powdered 
sugar glaze.

Three-Ingredient Brownies
Ingredients

• Nonstick cooking spray, for 
spraying the pan

• 2 1/2 Cups chocolate-hazlenut 
spread, such as Nutella

• 1 Heaping cup all-purpose 
flour

• 3 Large eggs
Directions

1. Preheat the oven to 350* F; 
spray a 9-inch pan with nonstick 
cooking spray.

2. Stir together the chocolate-ha-
zlenut spread, flour and eggs in a 
medium bowl. Pour into the pre-
pared pan and spread the mixture 
to the edges

3. Bake until the surface looks set 
and slightly crisp, about 25 min-

utes. Let cool slightly, then cut 
into squares and enjoy!
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 Photos by Paula Karty/News Staff

2019 Comanche Nation Injury Prevention Elder Prom
Tribal elders enjoyed a night of visiting and dancing 

Posing for the camera are Charles Eckiwaudah and Paula Kowena, who were crowned King and Queen of the 
prom.  They each received blankets and gifts from the Injury Prevention Program. 

Showing off her skills of doing the 
“Twist,” Durene Santana, does not 
hold back.

Feeling a little romantic, Mr. and 
Mrs. George Tahdooahnippah, 
dance enjoys holding each other 
while dancing to a slow song.

Winners of the “Twist” contest: 1st - Martin Tsatoke; 2nd - Marina Tah-
dooahnippah; 3rd - Durene Santana.

 IT’S ELECTRIC !!! Participants of the 2019 Elder Prom enjoyed danc-
ing the “Electric Slide,” a type of line dance.

Celebrating their 51st wedding an-
niversary, Pepper and Clorinda 
Tsatoke, were gifted a blanket 
and danced to a special slow song, 
played just for them.

Winners of the “Cupid Shuffle” contest were: 1st - Verna Cable; 2nd -  
Sam Devenney; 3rd - Janice Wermy. 

Glen and Mary Heminokeky couldn’t  stay seated when “Come and Get Your Love,” by “Redbone” was played.  
The couple had to get up and show off their dance moves.

The cutest couple at the prom, Mr. and Mrs. Cy Ahtone, still 
showing their love for each other while dancing to slow roman-
tic song.
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People, Places and Things Happening
Yazzie Won First Place In 

Sun Devil Classic

 On February 25, tribal 
member, Shawn Yazzie (Navajo/Co-
manche/Sac&Fox) won 1st place in 
All Around at the Arizona State Sun 
Devil Classis in Tempe, Arizona.

 March 13, the House Judi-
ciary Committee held a markup of the 
Violence Against Women Reauthori-
zation Act of 2019 (H.R. 1585) and 
reported it favorably out of Commit-
tee. This legislation increases safety 
for Native victims by building on the 
landmark provision included in the 
Violence Against Women Act 2013 
(VAWA) that created a framework for 
tribal governments to prosecute non-
Indians for the first time since Oliph-
ant v. Suquamish. Currently tribes can 
prosecute non-Indians only for do-
mestic violence, dating violence, and 
criminal violations of protection or-
ders. Section 903 of H.R. 1585 would 
add child abuse, sexual assault, stalk-
ing, trafficking, obstruction of justice, 
and assaults against law enforcement 
officers to the crimes that tribes can 
prosecute against non-Indians. The 
legislation would also expand tribal 
access to federal criminal databases 
and create a pilot project aimed at 
addressing the unique challenges in 
Alaska. 
 H.R. 1585 was approved 
on a party line vote, with Demo-
crats voting in favor of the legisla-
tion and Republicans voting against 
it. Juana Majel-Dixon, Co-Chair for 
the Task Force on Violence Against 

Courtesy Photo

House Judiciary Committee 
Approves Violence Against 

Women Reauthorization Act

Yazzie

 The Fifth Circuit Court of 
Appeals heard arguments today in 
Brackeen v. Bernhardt, in which the 
United States and tribal nations stand 
together in defense of the Indian 
Child Welfare Act (ICWA) and the 
American Indian and Alaska Native 
children that it serves. A nationwide 
coalition of 325 tribal nations, 57 Na-
tive organizations, 21 states, 31 child 
welfare organizations, 7 members of 
Congress, and dozens of scholars of 
federal Indian law and constitutional 
law also stood with the parties in 
court during their amicus briefs sup-
porting Native children and families 
through the Indian Child Welfare 
Act. 
 “ICWA is vital to the well-
being of Native children and the sta-
bility and integrity of Native families 
today. We can’t afford to go back to 
the days when massive numbers of 
Native children were forcibly re-
moved from their loved ones and 
were often separated from their fami-

U.S. and Tribes Stand 
Together to Protect Native 

American Children and 
Uphold the Indian Child 

Welfare Act

Courtesy Photo

 On April 1, 2014 Tribal 
member, Michael Portillo, satisfac-
torily completed the course of study 
prescribed to graduate from Pontiac 
Business Institute and is therefore 
entitled to an Electrical certificate. 

Portillo Graduates from PBI 
Electrical

Thompson Won NASA 
Homecoming Queen

Courtesy Photo

 Rikki Thompson is cur-
rently attending Cameron University 
in Lawton, Okla. Rikki Thompson 
recently won Cameron University 
Homecoming Queen, representing 
the Native American Student Asso-
ciation (NASA). 

Thompson

 Washington Women in Pub-
lic Relations (WWPR), a leading re-
source for female communications 
professionals in the nation’s capital, 
announced its 2019 Board of Direc-
tors, including Sarah Beccio (Pueblo 
of Isleta), as the first Native Ameri-
can to serve on the Board. 
 “With many years of both 
professional experience and commit-
ment to the organization, I am incred-
ibly excited about Sarah’s role on our 

Board,” said Amanda Cate, President 
of WWPR. “Sarah is a natural leader 
and fit on our Board, and her unique 
perspective, creativity and dedica-
tion are invaluable to the work of 
WWPR.” 
 Sarah Beccio is the Founder 
& CEO of Indigecomms, and most 
recently was a contractor at a Fortune 
500 company, working with their Di-
versity and Inclusion corporate com-
munications team. 
 “With a year full of mile-
stones for WWPR, including the 
30th anniversary of the Woman of 
the Year Awards and 10th anniver-
sary of the Emerging Leader Awards, 
this extraordinary group of women 
is poised to continue advancing the 
impact of this organization,” said 
Amanda Cate. “It is an incredible 
honor to lead this group of talented, 
diverse and accomplished women as 
WWPR continues to lead the way in 
providing signature programming, 
impactful professional development 
and meaningful networking for com-
munications professionals.”

WWPR Announces First 
Native American Elected to 

Board of Directors

Battese Named All-Lone 
Star Honorable Mention

Courtesy Photo

Battese

  Tribal member, Ava Battese 
was named All-Lone Star Conference 
honorable mention after her stellar 
year for Cameron University. The 
Elgin High School graduate averaged 
10.8 points and 3.4 rebounds while 
leading the LSC with 78 made three’s 
at a 2.8 per game clip. She hit on 39.6 
percent of her three point shots and 
made three or more triples in a game 
12 times. Battese also tied the Cam-
eron single game record for three 
pointers in a game with eight against 
Tarleton State on Jan. 3, and is the 
CU career leader in triples made with 
221 in just three seasons. Battese is a 
Junior at Cameron University. 
 Battese is the daughter of 
Angela Battese and Brian Frejo.

Kaesemeyer Helps Defeat Ft. 
Cobb Broxton for Class A Title 

Championship

 On March  2, Tribal mem-
ber, JaKobie Kaesemeyer and his 
team, the Cyril Pirates, played bas-
ketball at the ‘Big House’ located in 
Oklahoma City, Okla. The Cyril Pi-
rates defeated rival, Fort-Cobb Brox-
ton, the four-time defending champs, 
for the Class A State Championship. 
The final score was 57-52. The Cyril 
Pirates have won the Binger and 
Caddo County Tournaments. They 
are the District, Regional, and now 
State Champions. The Cyril Pirates 
claimed the Class A Title for the first 
time since 1938. The town of Cyril is 
beyond excited for their team!
 Kaesemeyer is a Junior at 
Cyril High School located in Cyril, 
Okla. He was leading scorer in a 
few games, most recently leading 
score in the State Semi-Finals against 
Okarche, scoring 20 points. Kaese-
meyer, was named All Tournament 
Team in Binger, Caddo County, and 
Oklahoma State Tournament. 
 Kaesemeyer is the son of 
Canda Coley and Jordan Kaesemey-
er. He is the grandson of Davy Coley, 
and a older brother to Kenzie Pocow-
atchit, and Nakoa Coley-Tahhahwah. 

 On March 20, the Association of Comanche Employees (ACE), 
organized a special retirement luncheon for Glen Heminokeky, Sr. The 
luncheon was held in the New Conference Room, located at the Comanche 
Nation Headquarters. Heminokeky has been working with the Comanche 
Nation for 40 years. Every year, two weeks before the Comanche Fair 
begins, Heminokeky put the famous Comanche Nation Fair teepees up. 
Heminokeky said he had a blessed time and appreciates everyone coming 
together to give him a special send off. The Comanche Nation gave Hemi-
nokeky, a Pendleton Blanket and a plaque to show their appreciation.

Heminokeky Retires After Working Forty Years for 
the Comanche Nation

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff
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Kaesemeyer

lies with little hope of ever seeing 
them again. It’s not an option,” said 
the Protect ICWA Campaign. 
 The National Indian Child 
Welfare Association, the National 
Congress of American Indians, the 
Association on American Indian Af-
fairs, and the Native American Rights 
Fund urge the ruling of the district 
court to be reversed. 
 A decision by the Fifth Cir-
cuit Court of Appeals is expected 
within a few months after the oral 
argument. 

Women and Recording Secretary at 
National Congress of American Indi-
ans (NCAI) responded to the favor-
able outcome of the Bill stating, “We 
applaud the Committee for approv-
ing this important legislation, which 
would enhance safety for victims in 
Indian Country.” She also thanked the 
Committee for rejecting an amend-
ment that would have repealed the 
tribal jurisdiction provisions includ-
ed in the Violence Against Women 
Reauthorization Act of 2013, saying 
“I was disheartened, and frankly ap-
palled, to see an amendment offered 
that would have stripped tribal gov-
ernments of their inherent authority 
to hold non-Indians accountable for 

domestic violence crimes on tribal 
lands. With more than 4 in 5 Native 
women experiencing domestic vio-
lence in their lifetimes, now is not the 
time to go back to a system that al-
lows non-Indians to prey on Native 
women with impunity. I am grate-
ful that a majority of the Committee 
members agree.” 
 NCAI’s written testimony 
also informed the Subcommittee of 
the adoption of a resolution ECWS-
19-005, which sets forth five priori-
ties for reauthorization of the Vio-
lence Against Women Act in 2019. 
The five priorities identified by 
NCAI are all largely addressed by 
H.R. 1585. 
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Photos by Paula Karty/News Staff

Wana’ atsi?a (play-
ing cards)......The 
Comanche Na-
tion Language 
Program had a 
Comanche Game 
night on March 7, 
at the Comanche 
Nation Educa-
tion Center.  The 
games were for 
adults and chil-
dren.  All participants played UNO and Go Fish.  All participants 
had to converse with each other in the Comanche language.  The 
numbers and colors were written in the Comanche language on 
each of the cards.  Small phrases were used to communicate such 
as:  unuha wahatukatu (do you any two’s), huamia (go fish).  Every-
one enjoyed playing cards while learning some Comanche words.

Benefit Gourd Dance 
and Indian Taco Sale

For

Shelby Mata
Candidate for 2019  
Miss Indian World

April 5, 2019
5 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.

Comanche 
Community Center

Walters, Okla.

MC  
Wallace Coffey

Head Singer 
Garrel Gwoompi

Head Man Dancer 
Jeffery Lightfoot

Head Lady Dancer 
Althea Monoessy Gibson

Head Little Boy Dancer 
David Banderas

Head Little Girl Dancer 
Azzute Gallegos

Area Director 
Mitchell Gwoompi

Money raised will go toward 
her trip to Albuquerque to 
compete for Miss Indian 
World.

Oklahoma Missing Persons Day
Saturday, April 13, 2019

 Edmond, Oklahoma, University of Central Oklahoma’s Forensic Science Institute, March 15, Tori Seyedoff, graphic design student at Chickasha 
Technology Center, designed the 2019 Oklahoma Missing Person Day poster “There is always hope” seen here on the left.
Congratulations to Seyedoff for her wonderful graphic design commemorating Oklahoma Missing Persons Day 2019.
Oklahoma Missing Persons Day will be held on Saturday, April 13,  between 10 a.m. and 3 p.m., at the University of Central Oklahoma’s Forensic   
Science Institute located at 701-737 East 2 Street in Edmond, Oklahoma. 
 Families of a missing person and law enforcement agencies are invited to attend this event.  
 Families are asked to bring photographs and medical/dental records of their missing person in order to report them missing, if they haven’t already 
done so.  Families can also provide their DNA sample at this event.  
There is NO COST.
 Families will meet Oklahoma Attorney General, Mike Hunter, who will speak at 1 p.m., and Oklahoma State Bureau of Investigation (OSBI) Direc-
tor Ricky Adams.  Families will learn about ambiguous loss, the Oklahoma Unsolved Homicides and Missing Persons Playing Cards Initiative, and Fran-
cine’s Law.
 Families will also have the opportunity to network with other families of missing persons. 
 The news media are encouraged to be present.  Media will have an opportunity to meet and interview Attorney General Hunter and family members 
of missing persons after his presentation at 1 p.m..
 For more information contact Michael Nance, National Missing and Unidentified Persons System (NamUs) Phone: (918) 527-0080, or Email:  
Michael.Nance@unthsc.edu. 
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Military News
Submitted by Lanny Asepermy/CIVA

Courtesy Photo

Continued on Page  13

Time Will Not Dim 
the Glory of Their 

Deeds
 Since the American 
Revolutionary War, which 
lasted from 1775-83, to the 
on-going Afghanistan War 
which began in 2002, over 
1,355,000 American service-
men and women have made 
the supreme sacrifice with the 
loss of their life during times 
of war. The American Battle 
Monuments Commission is 
responsible for maintaining 
26 American cemeteries over-
seas in the countries of France; 
Belgium; the United King-
dom; the Philippines; Panama; 
Italy; Luxembourg; Mexico; 
the Netherlands; and Tunisia 
where 140,000+ Americans 
are interred. A very large ma-
jority of the dead are from 
World Wars I and II.
 Four Comanches 
are interred in four of these 
cemeteries. PFC Johnnie Ri-
vas, killed in action on June 

6, 1944, is buried at the Nor-
mandy American Cemetery 
at Colleville-sur-Mer, France 
– he is forever 22 years old; 
PVT Ben Trevino, killed in 
action on August 3, 1944, is 
buried at the Brittany Ameri-
can Cemetery in Montjoie 
Saint Martin, France – he is 
forever 21 years old; PFC 
Gilbert Vidana, killed in ac-
tion on September 16, 1944, is 
buried at the Henri-Chapelle 
Cemetery in Hombourg, Bel-
gium – he is forever 21 years 
old; and PVT Henry Kose-
chata, who died of wounds 
on May 1, 1945,  is buried 
at the Netherlands American 
Cemetery in Magraten, Hol-
land – he is forever 30 years 
old.  A member of the Kiowa 
Tribe, CPL Lyndreth Palmer, 
is also buried in France at the 
Lorraine American Cemetery 
in St. Avold (Moselle) France. 
Palmer was only 22 years old 
when he was killed in action 
on December 5, 1944.

Courtesy Photo

PFC Johnnie Rivas

Normandy American Cemetery sits on 172.5 acres with 9,380 
American dead.

Courtesy Photo

PVT Ben Trevino

Courtesy Photo

Brittany American Cemetery sits on 28 acres with  4,405 
American dead.

Courtesy Photo

PFC Gilbert Vidana

Courtesy Photo

Henri-Chapelle Cemetery sits on 57 acres with 7,987 Ameri-
can dead.

Courtesy Photo

PVT Henry Kosechata

Courtesy Photo

Netherlands American Cemetery sits on 65.5 acres with 
8,301 American dead.

Courtesy Photo

Lorraine American Cemetery sits on 113.5 acres with 10,482 
American dead.  In 1994 the late Gus Palmer Sr., visited the 
gravesite of his brother, Lyndreth Palmer.
 The name cemetery comes from a Greek word meaning 
“sleeping place”. About 10.3% of all American military dead are 
buried at the twenty-six American Battle Monument Cemeteries. 
 The oldest cemetery is located in Mexico City on one 
acre. A common grave is marked and memorialized with the 
words “To the honored memory of 750 Americans known but to 
God whose bones collected by their country’s order are here bur-
ied.”  The common grave is soldiers that died during the Mexi-
can-American War of 1846-48 and was established in 1851. In 
addition, another 813 Americans are placed in wall crypts. Those 
American dead are from the Civil (1861-65) and Spanish-Amer-
ican (1898) Wars. Burials creased in 1923.

Business Committee Veterans
 Three of the elected members of the Comanche Busi-
ness Committee are veterans. They are Eddie Ahdosy; Clyde 
Narcomey; and Ronald Red Elk. All served in the military with 
Honor and continue to serve the Nation as elected officials.

Courtesy Photo Courtesy Photo

Eddie W. Ahdosy served in the Air Force from November 11, 
1965 to August 19, 1976 earning the rank of Staff Sergeant. He 
completed Basic Training at Lackland AFB, Texas and Technical 
School at Amarillo AFB, Texas as a Supply Specialist. Ahdosy 
then served at Barksdale AFB, La.; Keflavik AB near Reyk-
javik, Iceland for a year and completed his military service at 
Whiteman AFB, Mo., as a Material Facility Supervisor. He was 
awarded the Good Conduct (3) and National Defense Service 
medals; Air Force Longevity ribbon; and the Comanche Nation 
Honorable Service medallion. 

Courtesy Photo Courtesy Photo

Clyde Narcomey retired from the OK Army National Guard af-
ter serving from 1966-94 earning the rank of Staff Sergeant. He 
served during the Gulf War (Operations Desert Shield and Des-
ert Storm) with the 1st Battalion, 158th Field Artillery, 45th In-
fantry Division as their S-4 Section and Personnel NCO. His unit 
came within 30 miles of Baghdad during the 100-hour ground 
war. His awards include the Bronze Star; Army Commendation; 
Army Achievement; Southwest Asia Campaign with/2 Cam-
paign Stars; Kuwait and Iraq Liberation medals; and the OK 
Army National Guard Operation Desert Storm Service; Active 
Duty Service; and Good Conduct medals; and the Long Service 
with/numerals 5, 10, 15, 20 and 25 ribbons; and the Comanche 
Nation Honorable and Combat Service medallions.

Courtesy Photo

Ronald Red Elk enlisted in the OK Army National Guard on 
March 1, 1956 (during his sophomore year of high school) and 
served three years, with the 179th Infantry Regiment, 45th In-
fantry Division based in Walters, Okla., before being transferred 
into the Inactive Army Reserve until his discharge on February 
29, 1964. He earned the rank of Specialist Five and was a cook. 
He was awarded the National Defense Service and OKARNG 
Active Duty Service medals; and the Comanche Nation Honor-
able Service medallion. Military photo not available. 
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Continued from Page 12

CIVA Activities
 Other than the March 
monthly meeting on the 7 
there was very little activity 
for the Comanche Indian Vet-
erans Association. 
 On February 9, Aux-
iliary Leader, Linda Tehau-
no, served as the Head Lady 
Dancer for the Oklahoma City 
Pow-wow Club at Watch-
etaker Hall. A large turn-out of 
nine veterans and 10 Auxiliary 
members were there to support 
her efforts. 

Courtesy Photo

Comanche Flag in Kuwait
 On February 19, a 
photo of the Comanche Na-
tion Flag (Task Force Coman-
che) was posted on Facebook 
by CPT Warren Queton. CPT 
Queton is a member of the 
Kiowa Tribe assigned with 
elements of the 45th Infantry 
Brigade at Camp Buehring, 
Kuwait. According to CSM 
Randy White of the 961st En-
gineer Battalion they had just 
arrived at Camp Buehring 
when the photo was taken. 
The camp is a staging post for 
US troops entering Iraq whose 
boarder is 25 miles away. It 
is located in a desert that is 
largely uninhabited except for 
a few nomadic Bedouin tribes 
raising camels, goats and 
sheep. The Nation’s flag has 
now flown in Syria, Iraq and 
Kuwait. 
 On March 1, Roger 
Tehauno, George Red Elk and 
Lanny Asepermy were sched-
uled to be guest speakers at 
the Comanche Elders month-
ly meeting at the Comanche 
Education Center. The meet-
ing was cancelled. They have 
been rescheduled for the April 
1, meeting. 

Courtesy Photo

Lean Nevaquaya during
Basic Training

 On March 3, a funer-
al detail was provided for the 
family of Lean “Sonny” Tate 
Nevaquaya at the Comanche 
Community Center in Apache 
with burial at the Cache Creek 
Cemetery, west of Apache. 
Nevaquaya was born on May 
12, 1953, and passed away on 
February 27, 2019 at Memori-
al Hospital in Lawton, he was 
65 years old. 
 He served, with Hon-
or, in the Army from February 
15, 1980 to February 24, 1983 
earning the rank of Specialist 
4. 
 SP4 Nevaquaya 
completed Basic Combat and 
Advanced Individual Train-
ing, as a Light Weapons In-
fantryman, at Fort Benning, 
GA. He then served overseas 
at Coleman Barracks in Gein-
hausen, Germany with the 3rd 
Armored Division for almost 
20 months. SP4 Nevaquaya 
completed his military service 
at Fort Campbell, KY with the 
1st Battalion, 506th Infantry, 
101st Airborne Division (Air 
Assault). He also completed 
the Jungle Warfare School at 
Fort Sherman, Panama. 
 SP4 Nevaquaya was 

awarded the Army Service and 
Overseas Ribbons, the Jungle 
Expert Patch and the Coman-
che Nation Honorable Service 
Medallion. 
 CIVA Commander, 
Kevin Pohawpatchoko, and 
two Auxiliary members at-
tended the prayer service the 
night before the funeral and 
seven veterans and three Aux-
iliary members were present 
for the funeral.  Military hon-
ors at the funeral included the 
reading of SP4 Nevaquaya’s 
military bio, a roll call, final 
honors and presentation of 
“in-memory” booklets with 
his military history and pho-
tos to the family. The U.S., 
Comanche Nation, OK, CIVA 
and Army flags and a wreath 
were displayed at the funeral. 
At the gravesite the Coman-
che Nation Police Department 
provided a firing squad. Taps 
was played by the Clifford 
Red Elk. Two members of the 
active Army, from Fort Sill, 
folded and presented the cas-
ket flag to the family. 
 Roger Tehauno, Clif-
ford Takawana, George Red 
Elk, Richard Sapcutt, Ramo-
nah Davis and Lanny Aseper-
my carried, displayed and re-
tired the colors at the gravesite. 
Auxiliary members Linda Te-
hauno, Shelley Asepermy and 
Cheryl Takawana assisted the 
veterans. 
 The temperature at 
the burial site was 15 degrees. 
It was very cold. This marked 
the 260th funeral detail for the 
CIVA. 
 SP4 Nevaquaya is 
the son of the late Joyce Lee 
“Doc” and Charlotte Tate 
Nevaquaya. He has a daugh-
ter and son and is the oldest 
of nine children.  He and his 
wife, Christine, resided in 
Apache and Hollywood, FL. 

Courtesy Photo
Newest CIVA member, 

Lyman Bruce Guy

 On March 7 the 
monthly meeting was held in 
the Patriot Room. 13 veterans, 
nine Auxiliary and 13 guests 
were present for meeting. An 
opening prayer by Chaplain 
Jimmy Caddo, the Pledge to 
the Allegiance and introduc-
tion of guests preceded the 
meal that was provided by 
Linda Tehauno and Cheryl 
Takawana. 
 Army and Vietnam 
War veteran Lyman Guy, 
from Oklahoma City, was pre-
sented with a vest and beret 
and is 14th active member of 
the CIVA. Guy is Comanche, 
Apache and Caddo and served 
in the Army from January 
1970 to September 1971 earn-
ing the rank of Specialist Four. 
He completed his Basic Com-
bat and Advanced Individual 
Training, as a Light Weapons 
Infantryman, at Fort Polk, LA. 
He served in Vietnam, as an 
Infantryman, with B Compa-
ny, 2nd Battalion, 506th Infan-
try, 101st Airborne Division 
(Airmobile) based at Camp 
Evans, South Vietnam from 
July 1970 to August 1971. 
 His awards included 
the Bronze Star, Army Com-
mendation, Good Conduct, 
National Defense Service, 
Vietnam Service with/2 
Bronze Service Stars, Vietnam 
Gallantry Cross with/Palm and 
Vietnam Campaign with/1960 
Device Medals. He also was 
awarded the Expert Qualifica-
tion Badge with/Machine Gun 
Bar and Sharpshooter Qualifi-
cation Badge with/ Rifle and 
Automatic Rife Bars. 
 The CIVA welcome 
Guy aboard as an active mem-
ber of the Association. 

 After the roll call the 
February Minutes, Treasurer, 
Veterans and Auxiliary Spoils 
Reports passed. 
 The upcoming 
Armed Forces Day Banquet 
and Memorial Day Ceremo-
nies were discussed. The 14th 
annual banquet will be held 
on, May 18, at Watchetaker 
Hall beginning at 1 p.m. 
 Honors will be pre-
sented to MM2 Samuel Al-
len, Navy and his son LCpl 
Brandon Allen, Marine Corps, 
Iraq War; EM3 Scott Cato, 
Navy, Vietnam War; Cpl Dar-
rell Chrismon, Marine Corps, 
Vietnam War; Specialist James 
Mountain, Army; and Special-
ist Four Marion “Nick” Plata, 
Army. Army Lieutenant Colo-
nel (Retired) Rhonda Williams 
will be the guest speaker. The 
banquet is open to Comanche 
veterans and a guest and the 
widows of Comanche veter-
ans. 
 The 43rd annual Me-
morial Day Ceremony will be 
held on, May 27 starting at 11 
a.m. at Watchetaker Hall and 
the CIVA Court of Honor. A 
roll call of the 13 Fallen War-
riors, eight Comanche veter-
ans that died while on active 
duty and ten Comanche veter-
ans that has passed away dur-
ing the past year will be con-
ducted along with the laying 
of a wreath and taps. After the 
ceremony Quilts of Valor will 
be presented to brothers, Ben-
jamin, Louis and Mark Clark; 
Farrell Koassechony; Joseph 
Plata (Posthumously); Ken-
neth Looking Glass; and Ra-
monah Davis. The ceremony 
is open to the public.
 A presentation by 
Headsmen Bodie Wetselline 
and Austin Klinekole of the 
Apache Blackfoot Society re-
questing the CIVA as the Flag 
Raising and Lowering detail 
and Co-Host for their 60th 
Annual ceremonial on August 
2-4 at the Apache Ceremonial 
Grounds between Fort Cobb 
and Carnegie. The request was 
approved.  On April 13th the 
flag of Samuel “Doc” Pewe-
wardy will be raised and low-
ered by the CIVA at a joint 
KCA Pow-wow in Carnegie.
 The meeting closed 
as information was provided 
by Rhonda Williams about the 
military Tri-care program, the 
OK Tax Commission Veter-
ans exempt program and the 
possibly of having a Tribal 
Service Officer. The meeting 
adjourned at 8:39 p.m.

A Noble Cause

Courtesy Photo

The Americans suffered thou-
sands of killed, wounded and
missing while landing at 
Utah and Omaha beaches.
 On June 6, 1944 
American Soldiers landed on 
the Beaches of Normandy, 
France at Omaha and Utah 
beaches. Among those that 
landed on Utah Beach were 14 
Comanche Code Talkers from 
the 4th Infantry Division. Re-
search indicates that 10 other 
Comanches also landed at 
either Utah or Omaha Beach 
that day. 

Courtesy Photo
Stephane Jacquet at his mu-
seum in Tilly sur Schlles, 
France.
 In June 2014, Stepha-
ne Jacquet, a French military 
historian, museum curator, 
author and attorney from Tilly 
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France Delegation front row 
left to right, Shelley Aseper-
my, Nona Gail Mihecoby, 
Tavia Torralba, Linda Te-
hauno, Cheryl Takawana, 
Shirley Pohawpatchoko, 
Karen Tehauno, top row left 
to right, Lanny Asepermy, 
Clifford Red Elk, George 
Red Elk, Kevin Pohawpa-
tchoko, Robert Tehauno, 
Clifford Takawana, Roger 
Tehauno, and Ramonah Da-
vis. Robert and Karen Te-
hauno have withdrawn from 
trip.
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Jolene Schonchin

Courtesy Photo

Ashleigh DeAnn Mithlo
 Those selected to 
attend the commemoration 
and to paid tribute at the four 
gravesites of our Fallen War-
riors are active members of the 
CIVA and auxiliary that has 
attended the vast majority of 
over 250 CIVA committments 
the past two years. Three are 
direct descendents of Code 
Talkers: The Comanche Na-
tion Princess and the Public 
Information Office (PIO) Di-
rector were also selected to 
represent the Nation for this 
historical trip.  
 Those selected in-
clude CIVA Commander 
Kevin and Shirley Pohawpat-
choko - Kevin’s father, Calvin 
Pohawpatchoko, landed on 
Omaha Beach and Shirley’s 
great-uncle, Mathew Hawzip-
ta, was killed in action in Ger-
many on April 10, 1945; CIVA 
Vice Commander and Histo-
rian Roger and Linda Tehauno 
- Roger’s Dad, Capps Tehauno 
Sr., fought at the Luffoendoff 
Bridge at Remagen, Germa-
ny, this was the last bridge in 
tact crossing the Rhine River 
into Germany during the war; 
CIVA Secretary Clifford and 
Cheryl Takawana – Cheryl’s 
Dad, Robert Chaat, flew 51 
bombing missions in Europe 
before being sent to the China, 
Burma, India Theater. Her un-
cle, Samuel Chaat, was a Com-
bat Medic who was wounded 
during the Battle of the Bu-
gle; CIVA Treasurer, Histo-

rian, Color Guard Coordinator 
and PIO Lanny and Shelley 
Asepermy - Lanny coordinat-
ed this trip and the 2014 trip 
with his Friends from France 
and he and his wife hosted Jac-
quet and his wife and daugh-
ter at their home during the 
2015 Comanche Fair; CIVA 
Sergeant at Arms Clifford Red 
– his Dad, William Red Elk, 
landed on Utah Beach and he 
is the nephew of Code Talkers 
Elgin and Roderick Red Elk; 
former CIVA Commander 
George Red Elk - is the son 
of Code Talker Roderick Elk; 
CIVA Auxiliary member Nona 
Gail Mihecoby - is the daugh-
ter of Code Talker Wellington 
Mihecoby; CIVA Auxiliary 
member Tavia Torralba – her 
grandfathers Alfred, Anthony 
and Paul are all WWII veter-
ans, two of which that served 
in Europe during WWII; Ra-
monah Davis will represent 
the 82nd Airborne Division 
during the D-Day commemo-
ration. Johnnie Rivas and Mel-
vin Myers were the first two 
Comanches killed in action in 
France, both were members 
the 82nd Airborne Division 
when they were killed in ac-
tion – Ramonah served with 
the division during her mili-
tary career; Comanche Nation 
Princess, Ashleigh Mithlo will 
represent the Nation at all cer-
emonies and events; PIO and 
Comanche Nation Princess 
Director, Jolene Schonchin 
will provide the press cover-
age and photos and will chap-
erone the Princess; and Kevin 
Sovo will provide the drum 
and sing during various events 
and ceremonies. 

German soldiers marching past the Arch de Triomphe on 
June 13, 1940; American Forces marching under the Arch de 
Triomphe after the Liberation of Paris on August 19, 1944.  

 The delegation will 
depart from Will Rogers Air-
port, in Oklahoma City, on 
June 4; arrive in Pairs, France 
on June 5. Lodging will be 
provided by the families of 
nine French couples from June 
5-10 in the French town of Til-
ly sur Seulles (160 miles from 
Paris with a population 1,448 
and liberated by Americans 
during WWII). 
 While in Tilly the 
delegation will attend the D-
Day Commemoration on June 
6 near Omaha Beach. On June 
7, the delegation will make 
presentations to the children of 
Tilly schools and attend cere-
monies in both the British and 
Canadian sectors of Tilly. A 
conference about the involve-
ment of American Indians dur-
ing World War II will be held 
on June 8. 
 On the evening of 
June 8 the delegation will have 
a song and dance presentation 
for citizens of Tilly who in 
turn will have a large firework 
display for the delegation.
 On June 9, the Battle 
of Normandy book fair and 
display of over 250 World War 
II vehicles will be held in Til-

ly. 
 A special Code Talk-
er ceremony, on June 10, will 
be held at Utah Beach in the 
morning – in the afternoon 
the delegation will conduct a 
ceremony at the gravesite of 
PFC Johnnie Rivas, who was 
killed in action on June 6, 
1944, at the Normandy Ameri-
can Cemetery at Colleville-
sur-Mer (about 22 miles from 
Tilly). 
 On June 11, a cer-
emony will be held at the 
gravesite of Ben Trevino, who 
was killed in action on August 
3, 1944, at the Brittany Ameri-
can Cemetery in Montjoie 
Saint Martin, France (70 miles 
from Tilly). The delegation 
will then travel to Liege, Bel-
gium (367 miles from Tilly) 
and stay overnight. 
 On June 12, the 
delegation will conduct cer-
emonies at the gravesites of 
Henry Kosechata, who died of 
wounds on May 1, 1945, at the 
Netherlands American Cem-
etery in Magraten, Holland 
and Gilbert Vidana, who was 
killed in action on September 
16, 1944, at the Henri-Cha-
pelle Cemetery in Hombourg, 
Belgium – the cemeteries are 
12 miles apart. After the cere-
monies the delegation will de-
part for Paris (267 miles from 
Liege, Belgium). 
 Overnight stays on 
June 12 and 13, will be in Par-
is to view the Arc de Triomphe 
which first German soldiers 
marched under after they cap-
tured Paris and then American 
soldiers (including Coman-
ches) marched under after the 
liberation of Paris. The Eiffel 
Tower and other points of in-
terests will conclude the final 
day in France. 
 The delegation will 
return to the United States on 
June 14 arriving in Oklahoma 
City 9:10 p.m.
 It is noted that the 
gravesite of Henry Kosechata 
was visited by his widow, 
Suda (now deceased), in 1958. 
In a telephone conversation 
with her in the mid-1990’s she 
said “it is a beautiful place.” 
 On June 9, 2014 the 
gravesite of Johnnie Rivas was 
visited by his nephew, Ryland 
Rivas, and 13 other members 
of the 2014 Comanche Code 
Talker delegation. It was a 
very comforting and emotion-
al ceremony that Rivas said, 
put “closure” for the Rivas 
family. 
 Ben Trevino and Gil-
bert Vidana were never mar-
ried and had no children. No 
family members or members 
of the Nation have ever visited 
their gravesites. Rivas, Tre-
vino and Vidana are first cous-
ins.  It is also noted that 30,063 
Americans are buried at the 
four cemeteries to be visited.  

sur Seulles, France, sponsored 
14 Code Talker descendents 
and their spouses to France to 
commemorate the 70th Anni-
versary of the D-Day landing. 
He has invited, again, mem-
bers of the Comanche Nation 
to the 75th Commemoration 
Anniversary of the D-Day in-
vasion. 
 In addition to the 
D-Day commemoration, the 
gravesites of four Comanche 
Fallen Warriors buried in Eu-
rope will be visited. Two of the 
Fallen Warriors are buried in 
France, one in the Netherlands 
and one in Belgium.

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo
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Milestones

Happy Belated Birthday
Sydney Rotert 

March 1

Happy Belated Birthday
March 1- Sydney Rotert 
March 9- Jamie Loretta Long
March 11- Justin Wayt

Happy Birthday 
Brayden Halberg
April 6- Chuck Pollard 
April 6- Sophia Leone
April 9- Tim Monetatchi
April 14- Nevaeh Ann Miller 
April 15- Miranda Dawn Hughes 
April 18- Bethany Leeann Long
April 22- Nicole Peeler
April 24- Moses Ramos 
April 25- Charles Pollard 
April 25- Keagan Perea
April 29- Letti Ann Burgess-
Hogan

Anniversaries
Jose & Sandra Gallegos 

April 19

Happy Belated Birthday
Jamie Loretta Long

March 9

Happy Belated Birthday
Justin Wayt

March 11

Happy Birthday
Brayden Halberg 

Happy Birthday
Sophia Leone

April 6

Happy Birthday
Miranda Dawn Hughes

April 15

Happy Birthday
Bethany Leeann Long

April 16

50th 
Anniversary

 
Jose & Sandra Gallegos

April 19
From all of your 

children, grandchildren, 
and great grandchildren

In Loving Memory 
Dale Long 

April 26, 1974- 
January 8, 2015

The Comanche 
Nation News 

Deadline~ April 15
Email: candacet@

comanchenation.com 
Mail: Comanche Nation/

PIO 
 P.O. Box 908 Lawton, 

OK 73501 
Contact: (580) 492-3386

Happy Birthday
Joseph Randal KillsFirst 

Jr.- April 11

Happy Belated Birthday
Jeanie M. DeJesus

March 19

When my granddaughter was 3 years old, she 
called her moccasins “Mexicans.” At a pow-
wow, during an intertribal dance, she stepped 
out of her moccasin, and began yelling, “I lost 
my Mexican! I lost my Mexican!” 

We hurried around the arena and found her 
“Mexican,” put back it on, and she kept on 
dancing.

Has your child or grandchild said 
something funny to you that just 

made 
you laugh out loud?

Send The Comanche Nation News the fun-
ny things your child has said, and we will 

mail you a gift for participating.

Send to: pio@comanchenation.com
Remember the deadline is the 15th of each 
month!

Dear TCNN
Letter to the Editor
Dear TCNN,

	 A	 31-page	 Financial	 Report	
was	presented	at	a	CONEI	meeting	on	
February	23,	at	the	Woogie	Gym.		See	
the	front	page	and	page	6	of	the	March	
edition	of	the	Comanche	Nation	News,	
which	 describes	 the	 widespread	 cor-
ruption	and	 say	 there	was	not	 a	 legal	
quorum	of	the	board	of	directors	from	
2016	 to	 2017,	 with	 only	 two	 board	
members.
	 This	 report	 is	 very	 shocking,	
shameful	 and	 the	 truth.	 	 Our	 leaders	
allowed	 this	 amount	 of	 corruption	 to	
continue	 for	 11	 years.	 	 No	 Financial	
Reports	 to	 the	 Tax	 Commission	 as	 re-
quired	by	the	charter.		A	very	Secret	8	
(a)	federal	contracting	business,	which	
received	 $11.35	 million	 from	 our	 An-
nual	 Budgets	 and	 from	 our	 Tax	 Com-
mission	(Constitution	Violations).
	 There	was	a	loss	of	($1.9	mil-
lion)	 in	 2018.	 	 Overstaffed	 and	 over-
paid	 labor	and	staff	was	reduced	with	
savings	 in	 the	 amount	 of	 $3,776,947	
for	 one	 year	 in	 2018.	 	How	much	did	
we	 overpay	 and	 how	 many	 needless	
employees	 did	 we	 have	 for	 the	 total	
10	years?	$30	million	or	over?	Where	
did	the	other	profits	go?	What	was	the	
yearly	 Net	 Profits?	 	 Amounts	 paid	 to	
the	boards	and	their	expenses?		Board	
bonuses	 amounts?	 Unlimited	 travel.	
Credit	 card	 expenses?	 No	 board	min-
utes.	 Contract	 modifications	 lacking.	
IRS	W-2	forms	and	form	1099s?	Audits	
required	 every	 year,	 not	 submitted	
or	done.	 Status	of	Queni	 (a	multiplier	
business?),	how	much	money	have	we	
lost	on	that	one	person	business,	does	
it	still	exists?
	 All	 Comanche	 members	
should	 be	 very	 thankful	 for	 our	 CBC	
members,	who	are	against	corruption,	
and	 for	 the	 new	 board	members	 and	
new	staff,	for	the	financial	investigation	
resulting	in	this	report.		The	new	board	
is	 still	 in	 the	 process	 of	 investigating	
10	years	of	corruption	and	have	hired	
a	CPA	with	 contracting	experience.	 	A	
long	 process,	 which	 takes	 time.	 	 All	
the	 bank	 accounts,	 deposits,	 and	 dis-
bursements,	from	day	one	needs	to	be	
checked.
	 CONEI	 spent	 $11.35	 million	
and	profits	of	over	$30	million	and	did	
not	 have	 a	 program	 to	 hire	 and	 train	
Comanches	to	administer	 federal	con-
tracts		Over	$40	million	lost.		All	those	
millions	cannot	be	all	bad	business	de-
cisions.
	 A	 recommendation	 is	 to	 do	
a	 CBC	 Resolution	 for	 CONEI	 to	 ear-
mark	 or	 budget	 $500,00	 (a	 reason-
able	 amount)	 from	 the	 future	 profits	
of	CONEI	for	a	Forensic	Audit	Criminal	
Investigation	on	CONEI.		In	addition,	we	
need	a	Comanche	Embezzlement	 Law	
(with	teeth)	with	the	maximum	jail	and	
fines	allowed.
	 Embezzlement	 Law	 Enforce-
ment	 and	 Restitution	 Enforcement	 in	
our	own	Comanche	Court.		More	fund-
ing	for	our	Prosecutor’s	Office	to	make	
sure	we	enforce	all	violations.
	 Another	 recommendation	
would	be	for	CONEI	to	contribute	to	the	
Annual	Budget,	an	amount	of	$275,000	
for	a	Prosecutor	Office	Staff	to	pursue	

any	CONEI	violations.		We	should	have	
used	 their	 $275,000	 contribution	 to	
our	Annual	Budget,	three	years	ago	for	
an	 audit	 and	 Prosecutor	 Investigation	
on	CONEI.	 	 If	we	assume	that	there	is	
a	 $275,000	 contribution	 every	 year,	
then	 it	will	 take	41	years	 ($11.35	mil-
lion/$275,000)	to	get	back	our	 invest-
ment.		And	that	is	without	interest.
	 NOTE:		We	have	been	waiting	
a	 long	time	for	a	report	 like	this.	 	Ten	
years.		After	we	voted	them	out	of	our	
Annual	Budget	in	2014,	CONEI	wanted	
a	 $1.5	million	 interest	 free	 loan	 from	
the	 Tax	 Commission.	 	 The	 Tax	 Com-
mission	Board	members	,	at	the	time,	
wanted	them	to	have	the	$1.5	million.		
The	majority	 of	 our	 CBC,	 against	 cor-
ruption,	 voted	 against	 losing	 another	
$1.5	million.		Our	total	loss	would	have	
been	 $12.85	 million.	 	 In	 2015,	 if	 our	
council	did	not	act	to	support	our	CBC’s	
who	were	making	positive	changes	 in	
our	 government,	 then	 we	 would	 still	
have	a	corrupt	government	and	CONEI	
would	have	gone	BANKRUPT	 in	2019,	
with	it’s	two	board	members.		The	re-
ports	say	that	if	CONEI	shut	down,	we	
would	be	liable	for	millions	of	current	
contracts	and	bonding.
	 CONEI	is	split	into	three	com-
panies,	 with	 CNE	 (Comanche	 Nation	
Enterprise),	 as	 the	 main	 company	 or	
parent	 company	 and	 the	 other	 two	
companies,	 CNC	 (Comanche	 Nation	
Construction)	 and	 Comanche	 Nation	
Federal	 Services,	 Why?	 	 Accounting	
problems?		Credit	Card	Accounting	Sys-
tem.
	 All	the	former	CBC	members,	
who	 supported	 CONEI,	 and	 all	 the	
former	 CONEI	 board	 members,	 since	
2008	should	have	attended	this	meet-
ing	and	answered	questions.		They	are	
supposed	to	be	proud	of	themselves?		
Do	they	feel	any	guilt	or	remorse.		The	
money	 belonged	 to	 our	 children,	 our	

grandchildren	and	our	elders.		The	re-
port	was	printed	in	our	March	newspa-
per	(front	page),	because	all	members,	
own	 this	 contracting	 business	 and	
should	be	aware	of	all	its	corruption.
	 Another	 recommendation	
is	 for	 the	 CBC	 to	 review	 the	 charter	
and	 make	 any	 changes	 needed,	 like	
Nepotism,	Bonuses	and	Reports	to	the	
council.	 	 If	 not,	 then	 the	 council	 can	
direct	 the	CBC	 to	do	 these	and	other	
changes.
	 Another	Note:	 	Thanks	again	
to	our	CBC	members,	for	the	third	year	
of	 successful	 audits	 of	 all	 programs.		
Do	not	forget	the	former	Tribal	Admin-
istrator,	 who	 spent	 long	 hours	 every	
workday,	 successfully	 managing	 our	
programs	without	overspending.	 	This	
has	led	to	increased	per	caps,	a	supple-
mental	per	cap	and	a	Dividend.
	 Getting	 closer	 to	 having	 our	
own	 accounting	 system	 and	 our	 own	
CPA.	 	 A	 $61	 million	 Gaming	 Budget	
and	 in	 addition,	 Federal	 Funds	 and	
no	 accounting	 system.	 	 And	 closer	 to	
contracting	 or	 compacting	 our	 health	
services	from	IHS,	which	keeps	getting	
worse	 and	will	 not	 get	 better.	 	 Go	 to	
our	 Indian	Hospital	 and	 see	 for	 your-
self.		And	more	approved	federal	grant	
proposals,	 researched	 and	 developed	
by	 our	 two	 Grant	 Departments	 staff	
(need	more	proposal	developers),	who	
are	Comanche.
	 The	 2020	 Budget	 does	 not	
include	an	expansion	of	our	Grants	De-
partment.		There	is		no	Comprehensive	
Enrollment	 Audit	 budget	 in	 our	 pro-
posed	 budget.	 	 The	 council	 approved	
this	 audit	 in	 our	 Referendum	 Vote	 in	
2018.		Also,	we	are	still	waiting	on	the	
increased	 rate	 to	 60%	 (from	 40%)	 of	
our	Revenue	Allocation	Plan	(RAP)	for	
Per	 Cap	 Payments.	 	 The	 council	 ap-
proved	this	per	cap	increase	twice	and	
we	need	approval	by	the	BIA.
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Obituaries

Courtesy photo

Geneva Delores 
(Wallace) Reese 

Reese
 Geneva Delores (Wallace) 
Reese, 79, of Sterling, passed away 
February 23,in Lawton.
 Funeral service was March 
2, at Comanche Nation Funeral with 
Pastor Bubba Clark officiating.  Buri-
al was at Sterling Cemetery under the 
direction of Comanche Nation Fu-
neral Home.
 Reese was born Septem-
ber 22, 1939, in Comanche County 
to George and Rachel (Sovo) Wal-
lace Sr.  She grew up and graduated 
from Sterling High School.  She was 
a member of Denton Baptist Church 
and the Comanche Nation of Okla-
homa. She married Jack Reese in 
Wichita Falls, Texas on January 28, 
1961.
 She enjoyed quilting, read-
ing, spending time with her family 
and friends.
 Reese is survived by: three 
children; Michael Reese of Lawton, 
Cliff Reese of Dublin, Texas, Darcy 
Kirk and husband Tony of Itasca, 
Texas; three grandsons: Kelton, 
Preston and Dan; four great-grand-
children: Marie, Kadyn, Connor and 
Arturia; many other relatives and 
friends.
 Reese was preceded in death 
by: husband, Jack Reese; George and 
Rachel Wallace Sr.; six brothers: 
George Wallace Jr., Robert Wallace, 
Vincent Wallace, Edward Paddyaker, 
Ervin Redelk Jr., and Ernest S. Sovo; 
two sisters: Ida M. Wauqua and Baby 
Virginia Sovo; maternal grandpar-
ents: Ernest and Sallie Sovo.

Lean “Sonny” Tate 
Nevaquaya 

Courtesy photo

Nevaquaya
 Lean “Sonny” Tate Ne-
vaquaya, of Apache went to be with 
his Lord and Savior on February 
27,with his loving family by his side.
 Funeral service was March 
4, at the Comanche Community 
Center in Apache with Jerry Gray of-
ficiating with Tina Baker assisting.  
Burial was at the Cache Creek KCA 
Cemetery under the direction of Co-
manche Nation Funeral Home.
 Prayer service was March 3, 
at Comanche Nation Funeral Home 
Chapel.
 “Sonny” was born May 12, 
1953 in Lawton to Joyce Lee and 
Charlotte (Foraker) Nevaquaya.  He 
grew up in Apache and graduated 
from Apache High School.  Then he 
attended Haskell Indian Jr. College 
at Lawrence, Kan.  Sonny served in 
the U.S. Army from 1979 to 1982 
earning the rank of Specialist 4.  He 
served overseas for 21 months in 
Geinhausen, Germany with the 3rd 
Armored Division and with the 101 
Airborne Division at Ft. Campbell, 
Kentucky.  His awards include the 
Good Conduct Medal and National 
Defense Service Medal.
 He was a proud member of 

the Comanche Nation of Oklahoma.  
 He is survived by: wife, 
Christine Nevaquaya, of the home; 
Daughter Crystal Nevaquaya of 
Apache, and son Dakota Nevaqua-
ya of Texas; brothers and sisters: 
Jereaux Sanders , Edmond Nevaqua-
ya  both of Apache, Sonya Nevaqua-
ya of Thomas, Joycetta Harris of 
Stroud, Calvert Nevaquaya of  Law-
ton, Amanda Bordeaux Rosebud, S. 
D., Joseph Nevaquaya of Bayfield, 
Colo., and Timothy Nevaquaya of 
Tulsa; grandchildren: Alexander, 
Gracie, Kalani, Jaden, Janae, Wren 
and Jordyn; aunts: Greta Logan, Rho-
da Nevaquaya, Etta Carrillo.
 He is preceded in death by: 
his parents; grandparents: Lean Ne-
vaquaya and Victoria Nevaquaya, 
Amanda Foraker and Charlie For-
aker, brother, Charles Ray Tomahsah.

Verna Lee Maynahonah 

Maynahonah
Courtesy photo

 Verna Lee Maynahonah, 68, 
of Oklahoma City passed peacefully 
with her loving family by her side.
 Maynahonah was born No-
vember 26, 1950, in Lawton to Larry 
and Virginia (Kopaddy) Saupitty.  
She was a proud member of the Co-
manche Nation of Oklahoma.  
 Maynahonah enjoyed 
spending time with her friends, play-
ing pool, crossword puzzles and was 
a Jeopardy enthusiast. 
 Maynahonah is survived by: 
seven children: Kyletta Ray of Moun-
tain Park, Santino Ortiz of Puerto 
Rico, Lisa Sanabria of Piedmont,  
Sabrina Maynahonah, Rachel Mar-
tinez,  Richard Rodriguez, Crystal 
Rodriguez all of Oklahoma City. Sib-
lings: Angie Maynahonah Carillo of 
Apache, Richard “Bones” Maynaho-
nah of Ft. Worth, Mary Maynahonah 
Luna of Sulphur, La. , Chuck Tahse-
quah of Lawton, Hazel Tahsequah of 
Lawton, Shelly Garcia of Oklahoma 
City, Gary Samis of Wynnewood; 
grandchildren: Taylor, Nathan, Rob-
ert, Brianna, Samantha, Rose, Dan-
iel, Sabrianna, Virginia, Nina, Felix, 
Andres, Nekeno, Ke‘Shaun, Raquia, 
Isaias, Crystal, Dillon, Reyna, Rey-
men, Mercedes, Anthony, Numunu; 
great grand kids: Mia, Lyla, Justus, 
Adrianna, Adrian, Aaliyah, Aiden, 
Leonardo, Joseph, Leilani and Vivi-
anna.
 Maynahonah was preceded 
in death by her parents: Larry Saup-
itty and Virginia Kopaddy Saupitty, 
daughter: Angela “Sam” Maynaho-
nah, uncle: Stanford Saupitty; long-
time partner, Daniel LaValley; neph-
ew, Craig Allen Sapcutt.

Darlene Jo “Tina”Brown 

Courtesy photo

Brown

 Darlene Jo “Tina” Brown 
passed unexpectedly on March 3. 
 Viewing was scheduled 
for March 7, with family receiving 
visitors at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home (Lawton, Okla.). Services was 
be held at God’s Family Community 
Church (Lawton, Okla.) with lunch 
to follow.  Pastor Rudolph Johnson  
presided over services. 
 Brown was loved by all and 
truly enjoyed being a grandmother.  
Late in life Brown went back to her 
roots and found her calling in Indian 
Beading. 
 She leaves behind her 

Timothy “T.C” Walker 
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Walker
 Timothy “T.C” Walker, 46, 
passed away on March 9, in Uvalde, 
Texas. 
 Funeral Service was March 
15, with Link Daukei officiating. 
Burial followed at Cache KCA Cem-
etery under direction of Comanche 
Nation Funeral Home. 
 Walker was born May 21, 
1972, in Lawton to Carlton S. Walker 
II and LaVone Daukei. He attended 
schools in Oklahoma and Texas. He 
studied at Northeastern Oklahoma 
A&M College.  He was a self-taught 
mechanic and could fix engines. He 
enjoyed arts and considered himself 
an artist. He also enjoyed fishing and 
shooting his bow and arrow but most 
of all he enjoyed dancing and was a 
favorite dance partner to the ladies 
of Uvalde County. He loved spend-
ing time with family and friends es-
pecially his youngest son Timothy II. 
He was a proud member of the Co-
manche Nation. 
 He is survived by his chil-
dren; Kiera F. Niedo, Ahdora L. 
Niedo, Amanda D. Niedo all of Okla-
homa City, Mia R. Niedo of Lawton 
and Timothy C. Walker II of Uvalde, 
TX. Mother; LaVone Daukei Wind-
sor of Fletcher. Brothers; Carlton S. 
Walker III of New York., James W. 
and wife Annette Walker of Fletcher, 
Sisters; Stephanie and husband Ed-
mond Ware, and Jenny L. Windsor. 
Uncles; Link and wife Ginger Daukei 
of Seattle, Wash. and Billy and Bian-
ca Daukei of Lawton.  Aunts;  Valerie 
Wahkinney, Alva and Gary Niedo 
of Lawton, Anita Daukei of Cache, 
Mona and Chris Davis of Norman 
and Libby Daumer of Lodi, Cali. 
Great Uncle; Billy Joe Wermy and 
wife Maxine of Apache. Numerous 
other cousins, nieces, nephews and 
friends. 
 He is preceded in death by 
his father; Carlton Walker II, son; 
Timothy C. Niedo, grandparents; 
William Clark Daukei and Mada 
Louise Wermy, sister; Yolanda 
Devaughn, Aunts; Edna Daukei, 
Marilyn Hendrix, and Betty Daukei, 
Cousins; Kevin Daukei and Russell 
Clark Wahkinney.

Craig Allen Sapcutt 

Courtesy photo

Sapcutt 
 Craig Allen Sapcutt, 46, Es-
panola, New Mexico, passed away 
February 13.
 Funeral Service was Febru-
ary 23, at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home Chapel with Ponce Leon and 
Baxter Asepermy officiating. Burial 
followed at Cache Creek KCA Cem-
etery west of Apache under direction 
of Comanche Nation Funeral Home. 
 Prayer Service was Febru-
ary 22, at the Funeral Home Chapel. 
 Sapcutt was born In WaKee-
ney Kan., on December 18, 1972, to 
Angeline Maynahonah-Sapcutt and 
Vincent Sapcutt. Sapcutt was from 
Oklahoma City, Okla., and in his adult 
years he resided in New Mexico. This 
is where Sapcutt met his wife Tanya 
and together they shared 17 years to-
gether.  Sapcutt was a certified diesel 
mechanic and earned his Associates 
degree in Automotive Technology 
from Sante Fe Community College. 
Working on cars was his passion in 
addition to being the biggest Okla-
homa Sooners fan. He loved his cars 
and he loved his Sooners football. 
There was only one thing he loved 
more and that was his family. Sapcutt 
was a loving and devoted father to 
his children and a loving husband to 

his wife. On February 13, 2019, The 
Lord was having transmission prob-
lems with his car and he needed the 
best mechanic around to do the job so 
Sapcutt was called home. 
 He is survived by; wife 
Tanya C. Sapcutt of the home, Chil-
dren; Summer Sapcutt, Angelique 
Sapcutt, Gia Sapcutt and companion 
Sanford Martinez, Logan Sapcutt. 
Mother; Angie Maynahonah-Carrillo 
and companion Clayton Beaver of 
Apache, Brothers; Christopher Sap-
cutt and wife Veronica  of Apache, 
Darin Sapcutt and wife Bertha of 
New Mexico, Sisters; Ashley Arn-
eecher of Apache, Tracey Sapcutt-
Avila and companion Luis Molina of 
Duncan, and Dawn Arneecher Brown 
and her husband Rich of Blanchard. 
Aunts; Mary Sapcutt, Sharon En-
riquez, Karen Koassechony all of 
Apache, Hazel Tahsequah of Elgin, 
Mary Luna of Louisiana, and Shel-
lean Garcia of Oklahoma City. Un-
cles; Richard Sapcutt and wife Fran 
of Lawton, Ferrell Koassechony of 
Apache, Donnie Koassechony of 
California, Adrian Koassechony  of 
Apache, Charles Tahsequah of Law-
ton, Richard “Bones” Maynahonah 
of Ft. Worth and Gary Samis of Sul-
phur. Special Sisters; Carrie “Bops” 
Washee, Randy Beartrack, Shelly 
McDaniels, Shelly Miller, Derith 
“Punky” Ware, Willodean Hokte 
Tanequodle, Vickie Deere, Tracie 
Jimenez, and Wendy Whiteshield 
and numerous nieces, nephews, other 
relatives and friends. 
 He is preceded in death by; 
his father Vincent R. Sapcutt, Mater-
nal Grandparents; “Kosope” Richard 
Maynahonah and Virginia “Kopad-
dy” Saupitty. Paternal Grandparents; 
Frank Sapcutt and Marion Ahdosy 
Sapcutt, Aunts; Andretta Koassecho-
ny, Marilyn Koassechony and Patri-
cia Sapcutt Whitewolf, Kathy “Tot” 
Littlebird. Uncle; Kenneth Sapcutt. 
Cousins; Melissa Asepermy, Angela 
“Sam” Maynahonah, Lana Gayle 
Wilson, Corbin Wilson, Destiny Gar-
cia, and Michelle Redbone.

Don’t remember me with sadness,
Don’t remember me with tears,

Remember me with all the laughter,
We’ve shared throughout the years.

Now I am content,
That my life was worthwhile,

Knowing that I passed along the way,
I made somebody smile.

When you are walking down the street
And you’ve got me on your mind,

I’m walking in your footsteps,
Only half a step behind.

So please don’t be unhappy,
Just because I’m out of sight,
Remember that I’m with you 

Every morning, noon and night.

soul mate/husband of  23 years, 
Jeff Brown.  Big T as she was also 
known blessed this world with three 
children, Tina Fletcher, Billy Wright 
(The Colony), Mary Scott (Weath-
erford) and Bobby Brown (Lufkin). 
They in turn blessed her as a grand-
mother to Quanah, Sienna, Kayle, 
Chloe, Isabelle, Nathaniel, Spencer, 
Michael and Caleb. 



Revenue Share Checks Being Held
Checks Will Expire in Late May; No Assurance of 

Being Re-Issued
Call the Comanche Nation Enrollment Office, (580) 492-3371,  if you are on the following list:
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Abila Juliana 
Correa  

Ahdosy Allen 
Matthew  

Anderson Ray    

Anquoe Dakoda 
Sheldon  

Anquoe Emileo 
Comacho  

Baker Russell 
Tah-Yo-TI  

Baker Finnian 
William  

Baker Oliver 
Henry  

Banderas Eva Kay  

Barrow Ronin 
William  

Bascus Jo Jacki 
Lee  

Baskett Alexader 
Yates  

Baskett Caitlin 
Keiko-Eileen  

Blair Austin Ni-
cole  

Boyt Betty Ruth  

Brumfiel Jessica 
Elizabeth  

Burton Leo 
Chief  

Cable Bruner 
Micheal Francis  

Canada Jonathan 
Eugene  

Canada Angela 
Darlene  

Carrier Daniel 
John Paul  

Carrier Gisela 
Nicole  

Carter Robin 
Michelle  

Cerbantes Juan Isa-
iah  

Chaney Kamren 
Dawn  

Chaparro Nevaeh 
Mare Lynn  

Chasenah Marvin 
Edward  

Chaney Eric Tyler  

Christian Angela 
Nicole  

Cizek Nicole 
Marie  

Cizek Rachel 
Lucille  

Clark Alexa 
Eleanor  

Clark Darrell 
Cameron  

Clark Reagan 
Anne  

Clark Michael 
Robert  

Clowser Gyven 
Justice  

Codopony Kevin 
Lewis  

Codynah Kasiin 
Micheal Chance  

Coffey Destiny 
Cheyanne  

Cogswell Kandy 
Anne  

Colbert Crystal 
Raquel  

Colvard Michelle 
Lynn  

Comnnywerdy Car-
rie Nichole  

Compton Candice 
Elizabeth  

Condlin Aiden 
Matthew  

Cooper William 
Andrew Scott  

Cothran Gary 
Edwin  

Crain Alyssa 
Ann  

Crosby Jayden 
Tyler  

Crow Keiarra 
McKayla  

Cude Clinton    

Davis Jacqueline 

Quanah  

Delgado Deisy 
Jissel  

Diaz Dexter Erik  

Dorcas Juliette 
Rosalie  

Dorcas Kaiya 
Marie  

Dorcas Chloe 
Nicole  

Dowell Madyson 
Rayann  

Driver Kyle 
Cheyenne  

Dunbar Sherea 
Ravone  

Elam Karlee Deza-
ray  

Elam Morgan Lee-
anne Taylor  

Elam Baylee Dan-
nelle  

Elam Isabella Rea  

Elam Ethan Rich-
ard  

Emhoolah Victoria 
Lee  

Esparza Jerry 
Wayne  

Esquer Stacie 
Dale  

Factor Maddie 
Lou  

Fernandez Danny 
Ray  

Fisher Michele 
Lee  

Flores Elizabeth 
   

Forbes Stefaan 
Nikitha  

'     
     

Forbes Xavier 
Mikale  

Ford Tyler Lee  

Fox Brittany R  

Franco Caitlin 

Mary  

Franklin Teresa 
Louise  

Fulkerson Kyla Jay  

George Allyssa 
Aeron  

Gonzales Nuala 
Layla  

Graywood Samuel 
Nikoma  

Greene Audra 
Michelle  

Griego Angelo 
Joseph  

Griffy Mark 
Eric  

Gustafson Melissa 
Ann  

Gwoompi Preston 
Foy  

Hamilton Jeffrey 
Payne  

Hammel Tyce Park-
er  

Haralson Rebecca 
Lynn  

Harris Rhaeleigh 
Cene  

Heminokeky Sean 
   

Hizer Christina 
Noel  

Holder Shelby 
Denae  

Houdarrani 
Tanya Kay  

Howell Wesley 
Thomas  

Ingle Crystal 
Marie  

Isbell Linda 
Joe  

Jackson Victoria 
Reign  

Jenkins Gabrielle 
Alyssa Marie  

Jenkins Angelica 
Janette  

Johnson Asia Bren-

na  

Johnson Maya 
Shoshana  

Johnson Tasha 
Lee  

Johnson Jasper 
Curtis    

Johnson Regina 
Lee  

Jorden Jeanne 
Theresa  

Karty George 
   

Keeling Kimberly 
Dawn  

Ketchum Jade 
Adam  

Ketchum Jude McK-
inney  

Killough Billy Joe  

Kise Jerree Lynn  

Komardy Mia Ad-
diena  

Kopaddy Andres 
Miguel  

Lafon Aiden 
Michael  

Leavins Larissa 
Suzanne  

Leavins Oebra 
Sue  

Lewis Candice 
Nichole  

Lewis Colby 
Wayne otipoby  

Lewis Nizhoni 
Faith  

Lober Cvte Elai-
na  

Lober Damian 
Michael  

Lober Logan 
Nakada  

Lober Preston 
Jon  

Long Brianna 
Marie  

Continued on Page 17
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Lookingglass Lind-
sey Ryan  

Lopez Theodore 
   

Love Brooks Ma-
rissia  

Lowing Alissa 
Nicole  

Lowing Emma 
Grace  

Lustig Mason 
Parker  

Mahsetky Amanda 
Brittany  

Makescry Laurie   
  Ann  

Marshall Jennifer 
Lee Jr

Martinez Rocky 
Guadalupe Juan  

Martinez Laurena 
Mae  

Maynahonah Sa-
brina Marie  

Mccaffrey-Cook 
AiliII Oceana  

Mcclung Jeffery 
Deschane  

McCoy Maria 
Charlotte  

Mccuen Sunny 
Day  

McKeague 
Renee Marie  

Mclaughlin 
Kaitlin Mae                       
•  

Melendez Rudy 
Earl  

Messner Auhbie 
Lynn  

Miller Karen 
May  

Miller April 
Dawn  

Millhouse Olivia 
Sylvia  

Minello Bella Do-
menique  

Mitchell Gary 
Allen  

Mohr Dallton 
Dean  

Montoya Kristin 

Shawnise  

Montoya Sylvia 
Roberta  

Moore Javin Alan  

Moppin-Buckskin 
Andrew Wahnee  

Moppin-Buckskin 
Ayanna Rae  

Morales Isabella 
Rachel Annmarie  

Mott Cheldon Sky-
lar  

Neal Rayson Go 
Forth  

Newbauer Jennifer 
Allison  

Nichols Logan 
Eathan Lee  

Nichols Reagan 
Daniel Lee '

Nichols Kialee 
Diann Sue  

Niedo Makayla 
Lee  

Noblitt Erica Jude  

Nottingham Dan-
iel Monroe·  

Oldhman William 
Timmothy  

Onco Cameron 
Bradford Ill

Pahcoddy Lee I                      
'  

Parker Autumn 
Marie Sr

Parker Tommy 
Ross  

Paschal Paisley 
Amira  

Paschal Andrew 
Jayden  

Pennah D'avio 
Corleeon Kavasiaye 
Jr I

Pennah Dustin 
Lee  

Pennah lyavia 
Xyleea h Cheyenne  

Perdasofpy Mar-
vin Levon 262901  

Poafpybitty Ari-
anna Naveah  

Poafpybitty Nami 

Clare  

Poahway Luke 
Berry  

Poemoceh-Winter 
A'dyn Garrett  

Pollock Ernest 
Lee  

Pollock Sarah 
Lanette  

Powell Lauren 
Michell  

Powers Evan 
Wade  

Pratt Justin Tay-
lor  

Pressy Bella Kate  

Preu Jessica 
Marie  

Pueblo Lucinda 
Rose  

Queen Daniel 
Paul  

Rainey Jennifer 
Joyce  

Red Elk Blake 
Andrew A.  

Reed Travis 
James  

Rivas Scarlett 
Jane  

Rocha Cisco 
Julian    

Rodriguez 
Ruben Puente                            
.     111      

Rollins-Jump Me-
lissa Renee  

Rosa Angel De 
La  

Sandoval Lorenzo 
Antonio  

Sapcutt Darin 
Vincent  

Shepherd Shenan-
doah Star  

Skippers Ezra Gene  

Smith Scott    

Smith Vincent 
Neil  

Southard William 
Zachary  

Southard Travis 
Len  

Spaulding David 
Dale  

St.Clair Alexander 
Jordan  

Sullivan Wiliiam 
Jerome Evans  

Sullivan Sunshine 
Barbara Marie  

Sustaita Coeur 
D'Alene Susie  

Tahsequah Sher-
rie Marie  

Tate Leon Anthony  

Terry Lia Kat-
eri  

Titchwy Daniel 
   

Toahty #191043 
Gerald   Jr

Todome Howard 
   

Torralba Gilbert 
Joe  

Tunnell Beau Jon  

Turner Destalynn 
Danielle  

Ubbard Betty 
Mae  

Valdez Darrel 
Wayne  

Valdez Victor 
   

Vasquez Gilbert 
Xavier  

Voeltz Amanda 
Joanne  

Vreeland Daniel 
Kane  

Waggoner Anthony 
Joe  

Wahkahquah Karli 
Jo  

Wahnee Thomas 
Scott  

Walker Phillip 
Caried  

Wallace Jacquelyn 
Ruth  

Watkins Danielle 
Lynn  

Watson Mildred 
Louise  

Webster David 

Leveil  

Wermy Kasen 
Morgan  

Wermy Kristopher 
Kias  

Werqueyah Brent 
Austin  

Weryavah Terri Jill  

White Brenton 
Wayne Jr

White James 
Wayne  

Wilkerson Samantha 
Rae  

Willhoite Frances 
Dale  

Yackeschi Lamont 
Hector  

Yackeschi Mark 
Shane  

Yates Gordon 
Ray  

Yates Yuriko 
   

Yazzie Destiny 
Lelani  

Yellowfish Ricky 
Lynn  

Yellowhair Jaz-
min Mokemah  

Continued from Page 16
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Call 580-353-9358

SALES-INSTALLATIONS-REPAIRS

SERVING: Cyril, Apache, Anadarko, Elgin,
Lawton, Gracemont & Carnegie Areas

Competitive Pricing on ALL Parts & Equipment
Regular Service Calls $69.95 

W & R MECHANICAL L.L.C

Heating and Air

Now Offering Duct Cleaning Services

Native American Owned & Operated

Authorized Lennox Dealer

We do Blown-In Insulation


