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A Heart Felt Request Turns into Reality
Story and Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

From left, Harry Pohawpatchoko 
and Barron Simmons, of the Capi-
tal Improvement Program, stain 
the pews which were placed in the 
new chapel at the Comanche Na-
tion Complex’s Education Build-
ing. The Chapel began as a request 
from Maintenance Director, Ray-
mond Laurenzana, and through 
the efforts of several programs and 
the administration, became a real-
ity.

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

US Court of 
Appeals Tenth 

Circuit Rules on 
Comanche Nation 

Case

 In the case of the Comanche 
Nation of Oklahoma -v-  RYAN ZIN-
KE, Secretary, U.S. Department of 
the Interior; JAMES CASON, Acting 
Deputy Secretary, U.S. Department 
of the Interior; JONODEV CHAUD-
HURI, National Indian Gaming 
Commission; EDDIE STREATER, 
Regional Director, Bureau of Indian 
Affairs, Eastern Oklahoma Region, 
the order and judgement before Cir-
cuit Judges LUCERO, McKAY, and 
MATHESON is as follows:
 “Comanche Nation appeals 
the district court’s denial of its mo-
tion for a preliminary injunction. We 
take the view of the district court that 
Comanche Nation is unlikely to suc-
ceed on the merits of its challenge to 
a decision by the Secretary of the In-
terior (“the Secretary”) to take land 
into trust for the benefit of Chickasaw
 * This order and judgment is 
not binding precedent, except under the 
doctrines of law of the case, res judicata, 
and collateral estoppel. It may be cited, 
however, for its persuasive value consis-
tent with Fed. R. App. P. 32.1 and 10th 
Cir. R. 32.1. Nation and approve the land 
for gaming. Exercising jurisdiction under 
28 U.S.C.  § 1292(a), we affirm.

I
 In June 2014, Chickasaw 
Nation submitted an application re-
questing that the Department of the 
Interior take approximately thirty 
acres of land near Terral, Oklahoma 
(the “Terral site”) into trust for the 
tribe. Chickasaw Nation intends to 
use the Terral site, located 45 miles 
from a gaming facility operated by 
Comanche   Nation, for a casino. 
After reviewing the application, the 
Secretary determined that:
(1) Chickasaw Nation does not 
have a reservation; and (2) the pro-
posed site is within the boundaries of 
its former reservation in  Oklahoma.  
Based on  these determinations, the 
Secretary concluded that the subject 
land could be taken into trust for the 
tribe under the Indian Reorganization 
Act (“IRA”) and 25 C.F.R. Part 151.
The Secretary also determined the 
land was eligible for gaming under 
the Indian Gaming Regulatory Act 
(“IGRA”) and 25 C.F.R. Part 292.
Formal transfer of the Terral site oc-
curred in January 2017, and in the 
same month a Finding of No Signifi-

See COURT CASE, Page 4

Run Off 
Candidates Gather to 

Answer 
Questions &

Discuss Long Term 
Goals

SPREADING CHRISTMAS CHEER THROUGH SONGS. Joyful songs were sung through the Christ-
mas Season at many social events, spreading joy, cheer, and the Spirit of Christmas. TOP: Rebecca Tah-
chawwickah sings “Jingle Bell Rock” at the December 14 Elder’s Day Celebration; LEFT: Nancy Travis, 
Arnetta Atauvich McKee, Cara Atauvich, and Jackie Atauvich sing Christmas songs at the Dec. 13 Elder 
Center Christmas Celebration. CENTER: Numunu Turuetuu sings Christmas Carols in Comanche at the 
Elder’s Day Celebration: RIGHT: Members of the Southern Nations Singers-Cornell Pewewardy, Jimbo 
Lookingglass, and Kenneth Looking glass Sr., sings at the American Indian Chamber of Commerce of 
Oklahoma Christmas Mixer December 18, at the Hilton Garden Hotel, Lawton.

 What started as a simple re-
quest for a committed area to pray at 
the Comanche Nation Complex, blos-
somed into small chapel. With a sim-
ple cross on the door, a bible, pews, 
and an inspirational painting, the area 
invites tribal employees, members, 
and visitors to stop and spend a few 
moments in prayer and meditation.
 Comanche Nation Mainte-
nance Director, Raymond Laurenza-
na, who will be retiring in 2019 from 
the Comanche Nation, after 30 years 
of working to the tribe, often leads the 
prayers at employee meetings, and 
other gatherings. 
 Recently, while visiting with 

Comanche Nation Chairman, Wil-
liam Nelson Sr., and Tribal Adminis-
trator, Jimmy Arterberry, Laurenzana 
talked to them about having a chapel 
at the tribal complex.
 “I told them I had always 
thought it would be good for us to 
have somewhere to go to pray. It is 
amazing how God in our hearts, and 
this came about.  Say that your fel-
low employee has lost a loved one, 
you could tell them, ‘Let’s go over 
here and pray.’  We get breaks and 
lunches. What better way can you 
show love to our Lord and Savior, Je-
sus Christ, by praying for somebody, 
or better yet, praying with them?” 

said Laurenzana. “We can come in 
here and meditate on God’s word. I 
believe in miracles, and I believe in 
prayer. The Comanches are a family.  
We need to come together in prayer 
and let God lead the way. Prayer has 
been taken out of schools and other 
places, but we are a sovereign nation, 
and it cannot be taken away from us. 
Even when people come in and see a 
chapel, they may want to go in and 
pray. I think prayer will bring the 
whole Comanche family together.” 
 Arterberry, while oversee-
ing the reorganization of the Edu-
cation Building, remembered Lau-

See CHAPEL, Page 3
See CANDIDATE Page 6 

 The Comanche Nation 
Election office held a Candidate Fo-
rum on December 12, 2018, at the 
Watchetaker Hall Comanche Nation 
Complex.  The Runoff races are be-
tween Chairman Candidates Billy 
Komahcheet and William Nelson Sr.; 
Vice Chairperson Candidates Lanora 
Parker and Darrell Koschequetah; 
Tribal Administrator candidates Jim-
my Arterberry and John David Wahn-
ee and Tribal Attorney candidates 
Rosette Law Firm LLC and Richard 
Grellnar Law Firm.  
 The candidates were asked 
eight questions between their open-
ing and closing remarks.  The Co-
manche Nation tribal membership, 
along with community leaders, com-
posed the questions and the Election 
office vetted them.  The Forum ques-
tion topics were provided to all can-
didates in advance to ensure fairness 
and allow them to prepare.  However, 
impromptu questions were allowed 
from online and audience members 
as part of the program agenda.  In ad-
dition, tribal members in attendance 
were allowed to provide feedback and 
comments at the end of the program.  
Questions focused on Economic De-
velopment, Comanche Families and 
Future, Nationhood-Sovereignty and 
Law Firm questions on legal back-
ground and work experience. 
 The program began with 
an Invocation and a rendering of the 
Comanche Flag song by members of 
the Comanche drum group Southern 
Boys.  Election Coordinator, Bob-
bie Tenequer-Saupitty, reviewed the 
rules of conduct for the Forum with 
the overall message being one of re-
spect for each other and the commu-
nication of viewpoints on important 
issues effecting the Comanche Na-
tion.  
 Saupitty said, “The purpose 
of this forum is to give an opportunity 
for candidates to give their perspec-
tive and platforms on vital issues.  In 
turn this gives key information to Co-
manche tribal members to assist them 
in making the decision on how to cast 
their ballot.”   
 Dr. Cornell Pewewar dy 
was the event Moderator, and 
in his opening remarks he stat-
ed, “As a teacher its’ impor-
tant that young people visual-
ize and see what we’re about, 
this is about us and it’s about 
our future, it’s about how we 
respond to critical thinking 
questions.  It’s important for 
everybody . . . those in the au-
dience and watching at home 
to pay attention to responses . . 
. to these questions and how we 
can impact our future. “ 
 One question focused 
on Comanche families with 
candidates being asked to iden-
tify a social issue they believed 
was detrimental to Comanche 
families and to describe a plan 
of action to address the issue.  

Submitted by Bobbie Tenequer-Saupitty/
Elections Coordinator

News Staff
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THE COMANCHE
NATION NEWS

The award-winning Comanche Nation 
News, the official communication of the 
Comanche Nation, is available at no charge 
upon request. The deadline to submit infor-
mation for the January  edition is 5 p.m., 
January 15. Donations to help cover the 
cost of printing and mailing are welcome.

Contact:
The Comanche Nation News

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908

Telephone: (580) 492-3386
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: comanche_news@yahoo.com
pio@comanchenation.com

TCNN Staff
• Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Reporter, 

Photographer- Email: jolenes@
comanchenation.com -Telephone 
Number-(580)492-3382

• Paula Karty, Assis. Editor, Reporter, 
Photographer- Email: paulak@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number–(580)492-3383

• Stacey Heminokeky, Reporter/
Photographer- Email: staceyh@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
(580) 492-3385

• Candace Todd, Administrative As-
sistant- Email: candacet@coman-
chenation.com–Telephone Number 
(580) 492-3386

• News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

• Photographs will be copied and 
will become the property of TCNN. 
To return original photographs, send 
a self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

• The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. The Passings/
Obituaries are submitted by the 
Comanche Nation Funeral Home or 
by tribal members on a funeral home 
letterhead. The Milestones Page 
is for tribal members only. TCNN 
publishes all services conducted by 
The Comanche Nation Funeral Home 
without discretion. Obituaries are 
written for tribal members only.

• TCNN will print a Comanche orga-
nization’s annual event flyer once 
free of charge as a courtesy to our 
tribal organizations. The guidelines 
for flyer submission are: Pow-wow 
flyers have to be from an established 
Comanche organization. There has to 
be contact person and number on the 
organization’s annual flyer.

• We reserve the right to edit all 
material. Letters or articles that 
contain libelous information, slan-
der, or personal attacks will not be 
printed. Letters to the Editor must 
be signed with a legible name, and 
have a 1,500 word limit. The letters 
to the editor or articles contained 
in the The Comanche Nation News 
does not reflect the views or opin-
ions of the PIO staff.

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

“…IF THE SON SETS YOU FREE, YOU 
WILL BE FREE INDEED.” (JOHN 8:36)

EVERYONE  
WELCOME

LOCATION: 2502 SW B AVE., LAWTON, OKLA. (EAST OF 
CAMERON UNIVERSITY AT THE CORNER OF 25th & B). 
SERVICE TIMES:  SUN.—10am, 11am. THUR.—6:30pm 
CONTACT US:   CALL/TXT (580) 861-4274 
ONLINE:    www.LAWTONINDIAN.com

  MONTHLY MODULES  MORE INFO: www.NABI.institute

  A 12-MONTH SERIES OF MODULES COVERING  
EVERY MAJOR BIBLE DOCTRINE. FREE.  

Watch the Monthly 
CBC meetings live on 

www.livestream.com

• Tune-Ups

• Oil Change

• Minor Engine Repair

• Resurface Rotors & Drums

• Struts & Shocks

Government
Editor’s Note: This is an overview 
of the December 1, Comanche Busi-
ness Committee Monthly Meeting 
and not the official minutes. To ob-
tain a copy of the official minutes, 
call the Office of the Chairman, 
(580) 492-3251.

 Chairman, William Nelson 
Sr, called the meeting to order at 
10:01 a.m.
 Secretary-Treasurer, Robert 
Tippeconnie, conducted Roll Call. A 
quorum was established with all Co-
manche Business Committee (CBC) 
members present.  
 Chairman,  Nelson Sr., be-
gan the meeting with the Invocation. 
 A motion made to approve 
the minutes of the November 3 CBC 
meeting by Cothren. It was seconded 
by Committeeman No. 4, Narcomey. 
The motion carries 6/0/1.

Resolutions
 No. 171-18 Enrollment List 
No. 1111. Applicants Eligible for Co-
manche Tribal Membership. 
 Narcomey, made the motion 
to approve.  Cothren,  seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 172-18 Transportation-
Adding Routes.
 Narcomey, made the motion 
to approve. Ahdosy, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 173-18 Higher Educa-
tion- Indiahoma Schools. 
 Ahdosy, made the motion to 
approve. Narcomey, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 174-18 Reintegration-
Program Guidelines.  
 Narcomey, made the motion 
to approve. Cothren, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries 6/0/1.

Eleven Resolutions Passed During the 
December CBC Monthly Meeting

Story by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

 No. 175-18 WIOA-Program 
Guidelines. 
 Ahdosy, made the motion to 
approve. Narcomey, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 176-18 Realty-Fee-To-
Trust Food Distribution. Tabled. 
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion to approve. Narcomey, seconds 
the motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 177-18 Realty-Fee-To-
Trust Adams Property.  
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion to approve. Narcomey, seconds 
the motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
  No. 178-18 Grants-Grant 
Application. 
 Ahdosy, made the motion to 
approve. Narcomey, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries 6/0/1. 
 No. 179-18 Court-Amend-
ment to Court Code Title 1.
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion to approve. Cothren, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 180-18 Court-Amend-
ment to Court Code Title 2. 
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion to approve. Cothren, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 181-18 CBC-Tax Com-
mission Signatory. 
 Narcomey, made the motion 
to approve. Cothren, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 182-18 CBC-IAC (In-
tertribal Agriculture Counsel) Mem-
bership. 
 Ahdosy, made the motion 
to approve. Tippeconnie, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 5/0/2. 
 The meeting was adjourned 
at 12:15 p.m. and Executive Session 
followed.
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Call 580-353-9358

SALES-INSTALLATIONS-REPAIRS

SERVING: Cyril, Apache, Anadarko, Elgin,
Lawton, Gracemont & Carnegie Areas

Competitive Pricing on ALL Parts & Equipment
Regular Service Calls $69.95 

W & R MECHANICAL L.L.C

Heating and Air

Now Offering Duct Cleaning Services

Native American Owned & Operated

Authorized Lennox Dealer

We do Blown-In Insulation

CHAPEL
Continued from Page 1

renzana’s request, and began turning 
a part of the former Higher Education 
Office into a Chapel.
 He explained after attaining 
pews for the area, and a large print 
Bible for the room, he wanted an in-
spirational art piece to place on the 
wall. He remembered the painting by 
Tim Saupitty that formally hung at 
the Comanche Nation Funeral Home, 
and called the Funeral Home Direc-
tor, Carmelita Edwards, who gave it 
the to Chapel, along with a beautiful 
table for the bible to be placed.
 Laurenzana, said he is 
thankful for the TA and the Chair-
man seeing the chapel through to its 
completion. 
 “I wish it had come earlier, 
but it is here today. The Comanche 
people love to pray and we love to 
laugh. I truly believe prayer is what 

we need, because the love of Jesus 
Christ is, we cannot keep it until we 
give it away.” 
 He said he got emotional the 
first time he stepped foot into the cha-
pel, knowing his idea became a real-
ity. 
 “Who knows, somebody 
could come in here who has a prob-
lem or an addiction, and they find 
their way in here, and maybe they 
will see the light by looking at the 
picture in here, and they could turn 
their life over to God. God never said 
it would be easy. He just said it would 
be worth it,” said Laurenzana. 
  “It all came together,” said 
Arterberry. “The chapel connects 
with the Comanche tribe because we 
pray before all of our meetings, we 
pray over all of our meals, we have 
Prayer Breakfasts, and throughout 

the year we have Prayer Meetings. 
We have revivals set up here, the Na-
tive American Church comes here at 
different times during the seasons, 
and sets up the tipi so they can go 
in and pray, but we had no structure 
where someone could go inside and 
meditate or offer a prayer. It is for 
our tribal members, employees, and 
people who are visiting. It is a dedi-
cated space specifically for that, and 
it is open all year long.”
 Laurenzana said, although 
he will be retiring soon, he will come 
back here from time to time to sit in 
the chapel to praise God.

Comanche Nation Voters
You’ve seen proven results.
You’ve seen higher returns.
You’ve seen no frivolous spending.
Nation has gone from Debt to Savings. 
Now is the time to take us to the level 
of Business and Business Returns.
VOTE NELSON FOR CHAIRMAN 

                               
 

We are recruiting for qualified Comanche Tribal Members to join us in working at our Fort  
Sill, Tinker and Altus military bases in Oklahoma.  We also are hiring at our Corporate  
Office in OKC, Little Rock, Arkansas as well as Albuquerque, New Mexico and Tucson,  
Arizona. 
                         You can review the job openings we currently have available at: 
                              www.comanchenationconstruction.com and apply on-line. 

 
 Please contact Angela Payne-Parks with any questions you may have regarding our    
job openings at (405) 302-4804 or email at aparks@comanchenationenterprises.com.  

The chapel is located in the Education Building of the 
Comanche Nation Complex, and offers a place to medi-
ate and pray. A bible is also available to read.

Comanche Nation Maintenance Director, Ray-
mond Laurenzana, reads the Bible inside of the 
newly constructed chapel, located inside the Edu-
cation Building of the Comanche Nation Complex. 
It was through his request that the chapel was con-
structed.
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cant Impact (“FONSI”) was issued 
based on an Environmental Assess-
ment (“EA”) conducted pursuant to 
the National Environmental Policy 
Act (“NEPA”). Notice of the trust 
acquisition was published later that 
year. Land Acquisitions; The Chick-
asaw Nation, 82 Fed. Reg. 32,867 
(July 18, 2017).
 Comanche Nation com-
menced an action in the United 
States District Court for the Western 
District of Oklahoma challenging 
the Secretary’s actions. It brought 
claims under the Administrative Pro-
cedure Act (“APA”) and NEPA seek-
ing declaratory and injunctive relief. 
Shortly after filing its complaint, Co-
manche Nation moved for a prelimi-
nary injunction to prevent Chickasaw 
Nation from opening its casino on the 
Terral site.1 The district court denied 
that motion for lack of likely success 
on the merits, and Comanche Nation 
appealed.

II
 Our review of the denial of 
a preliminary injunction is for abuse 
of discretion. Gen. Motors Corp. v. 
Urban Gorilla, LLC, 500 F.3d 1222, 
1226 (10th Cir. 2007). “A district 
court abuses its discretion when it 
commits an error of law or makes 
clearly erroneous factual findings.” 
Wyandotte Nation v. Sebelius, 443 
F.3d 1247, 1252 (10th Cir. 2006).
 To obtain a preliminary in-
junction, a moving party must show:
(1) that it has a substantial like-
lihood of prevailing on the merits; (2)  
that it will suffer irreparable harm un-
less the preliminary injunction is is-
sued; (3) that the threatened injury 
outweighs the harm the preliminary 
injunction might cause the opposing 
party; and (4) that the preliminary in-
junction if issued will not adversely 
affect the public interest.
 Prairie Band of Potawatomi 
Indians v. Pierce, 253 F.3d 1234, 
1246 (10th Cir. 2001).
 “It is well settled that a pre-
liminary injunction is an extraordi-
nary remedy, and that it should not 
be issued unless the movant’s right to 
relief is clear and unequivocal.”
 1 At oral argument, the par-
ties indicated that the casino is now 
constructed and open. Nevertheless, this 
case is not moot because an injunction 
prohibiting operation of the casino could 
issue. See Abdulhaseeb v. Calbone, 600 
F.3d 1301, 1311 (10th Cir. 2010) (“When 
it becomes impossible for a court to grant 
effective relief, a live controversy ceases 
to exist, and the case becomes moot.” 
(quotation omitted)).  Heideman v. S. Salt 
Lake City, 348 F.3d 1182, 1188 (10th Cir. 
2003) (quotation omitted).

A
 Judicial review of the Secre-
tary’s decision to take the Terral site 
into trust under IRA and its associat-
ed regulations, 25 C.F.R. Part 151, is 
conducted pursuant to the APA. See 
McAlpine v. United States, 112 F.3d 
1429, 1435 (10th Cir. 1997). So also 
is the Secretary’s determination that 
the site is eligible for gaming under 
IGRA and its associated regulations, 
25 C.F.R. Part 292. See Kansas v. 
United States, 249 F.3d 1213, 1220 
(10th Cir. 2001). Under the APA, 
we may set aside a decision only if 
it was “arbitrary, capricious, an abuse 
of discretion, or otherwise not in ac-
cordance with the law.” 5 U.S.C. § 
706(2)(A).
 Comanche Nation contends 
that the Secretary’s decision taking 
the Terral site into trust for gaming 
purposes is invalid because it did not 
determine that Chickasaw Nation ex-
ercised governmental authority over 
the parcel prior to the acquisition. We 
review the background statutory and 
regulatory scheme that governs the 
Secretary’s acquisition of trust land 
for tribal gaming to provide context 
for our analysis.
 IRA grants the Secretary 
authority to acquire land in trust for 
Indian tribes and individuals “within 
or without existing reservations.” 25 
U.S.C. § 5108. Under regulations 
promulgated in 1980, see Land Ac-
quisitions, 45 Fed. Reg. 62,034 (Sept.
18, 1980), trust acquisitions are au-
thorized if the “property is located 
within the exterior boundaries of the 
tribe’s reservation or [is] adjacent 
thereto.” 25 C.F.R. § 151.3(a)(1). The 
term “reservation” is defined as an
area of land over which the tribe is 

recognized by the United States as 
having governmental jurisdiction, ex-
cept that, in the State of Oklahoma . . 
. reservation means that area of land 
constituting the former reservation of 
the tribe as defined by the Secretary.
§ 151.2(f). Outside of Oklahoma, a 
reservation is generally an “area of 
land over which the tribe is recog-
nized by the United States as having 
governmental jurisdiction.” Id.
 But in Oklahoma, “reserva-
tion” means “that area of land con-
stituting the former reservation of the 
tribe as defined by the Secretary,” id., 
with no governmental jurisdiction re-
quirement.
 IGRA governs gaming on 
“Indian lands,” 25 U.S.C. § 2710, de-
fined to include property that “is ei-
ther held in trust by the United States 
for the benefit of any Indian tribe or 
individual or held by any Indian tribe 
or individual subject to restriction by 
the United States against alienation 
and over which an Indian tribe exer-
cises governmental power,”
 § 2703(4)(B). The Act gen-
erally prohibits gaming on “lands 
acquired by the Secretary in trust for 
the benefit of an Indian tribe after Oc-
tober 17, 1988.” § 2719(a). However, 
the Secretary may permit gaming 
on so called after-acquired land if a 
tribe had no reservation on October 
17, 1988, and “such lands are lo-
cated in Oklahoma” and “are within 
the boundaries of the Indian tribe’s 
former reservation, as defined by the 
Secretary.” § 2719(a)(2)(A)(i). This 
provision is referred to as the “Okla-
homa exception.”
 The Oklahoma exception 
delegates to the Secretary the author-
ity to define “former reservation,” see 
id., and the Secretary did so in 2008. 
See Gaming on Trust Lands Acquired 
After October 17, 1988, 73 Fed. Reg. 
29,354 (May 20, 2008). The regula-
tion at issue defines “former reserva-
tion” as “lands in Oklahoma that are 
within the exterior boundaries of the 
last reservation that was established 
by treaty, Executive Order, or Secre-
tarial Order for an Oklahoma tribe.” 
25 C.F.R. § 292.2. During the rule-
making process, other alternatives 
were proposed but not adopted.
 We agree with the district 
court that Comanche Nation is un-
likely to prevail on the merits of its 
APA challenge to these regulations. 
As an initial matter, the claim appears 
to be untimely. Facial challenges to 
regulations are subject to a six-year 
statute of limitations. See 28 U.S.C. 
§ 2401(a). The regulations relevant to 
this case were promulgated in 1980 
and 2008. Gaming on Trust Lands 
Acquired After October 17, 1988, 73 
Fed. Reg. 29,354 (May 20, 2008); 
Land Acquisitions, 45 Fed. Reg. 
62,034 (Sept. 18, 1980). Publica-
tion in the federal register generally 
starts the limitations period for facial 
challenges. See George v. United 
States, 672 F.3d 942, 944 (10th Cir. 
2012) (“[P]ublishing a regulation in 
the Federal Register must be consid-
ered ‘sufficient to give notice of [its] 
contents’ to ‘a person subject to or af-
fected by it.’” (quoting 44 U.S.C. § 
1507)); Dunn-McCampbell Royalty 
Interest, Inc. v. Nat’l Park Serv., 112 
F.3d 1283, 1287 (5th Cir. 1997) (limi-
tations period for a facial challenge 
to a regulation begins to run with 
publication in the Federal Register).
 Comanche Nation insists 
that it is advancing an as-applied 
challenge.
 However, this is not an ac-
curate characterization of the claim. 
Comanche Nation  does not allege 
that the Secretary misapplied § 292.2 
or § 151.2(f) as they are written to 
Chickasaw Nation’s trust and gaming 
application, but rather that the regula-
tions themselves are contrary to law 
or are arbitrary because the defini-
tion of “former reservation” does not 
include a requirement that the tribe 
have “governmental jurisdiction” 
over land before it is taken into trust 
for gaming. Comanche Nation’s APA 
claim thus constitutes a facial chal-
lenge to § 292.2 or § 151.2(f) because 
it would apply to all parties. See Colo. 
Right to Life Comm. v. Coffman, 498 
F.3d 1137, 1146 (10th Cir. 2007) (“A 
facial challenge considers [a regula-
tion’s] application to all conceivable 
parties, while an as-applied challenge 

tests the application of that [regula-
tion] to the facts of a plaintiff’s con-
crete case.”).2 Comanche Nation 
argues that its claim fits within a nar-
row exception to the six-year statute 
of limitations that the Ninth Circuit 
has adopted. In Wind River Mining 
Corp. v. United States, 946 F.2d 710 
(9th Cir. 1991), that court concludes 
that if “a challenger contests the 
substance of an agency decision as 
exceeding constitutional or statu-
tory authority, the challenger may do 
so later than six years following the 
decision by filing a complaint for re-
view of the adverse application of the 
decision to the particular challenger.” 
Id. at 715. Assuming this court were 
to adopt that exception, we question 
whether it would apply to the pres-
ent facts. The Wind River exception 
would not apply to “a policy-based 
facial challenge to the

2 To the extent that Comanche Nation’s 
claim could be read to allege § 292.2 
includes a governmental jurisdiction re-
quirement based on the statutory scheme 
it implements, we reject the argument. 
There is no question that the Terral site 
satisfies the definition of former reser-
vation as adopted by the Secretary in § 
292.2. As explained below, IRA and IGRA 
do not require the Secretary to include a 
governmental jurisdiction prong in the 
definition of former reservation.
 The claim that § 292.2 con-
flicts with § 151.2(f) because § 151.2(f) 
includes a governmental jurisdiction re-
quirement in its definition of “reserva-
tion” and § 292.2 does not plainly fails 
with respect to trust land in Oklahoma. 
Given that § 151.2(f) provides “in the 
State of Oklahoma . . . reservation means 
that area of land constituting the former 
reservation of the tribe as defined by the 
Secretary,” it does not include a govern-
mental jurisdiction requirement. Thus, 
there is no conflict between the regula-
tions.
 
government’s decision,” id., which is 
the type of challenge Comanche Na-
tion appears to be advancing.
 We need not decide whether 
to apply the Wind River exception 
because Comanche Nation’s claim 
is unlikely to succeed on the merits 
irrespective of timeliness. Because 
this court reviews the interpretation 
of statutes the Secretary is entrusted 
to administer under the principles ar-
ticulated in Chevron U.S.A., Inc. v. 
Natural Resources Defense Council, 
Inc., 467 U.S. 837 (1984), we con-
sider Comanche Nation’s position to 
be untenable. Unless “Congress has 
directly spoken to the precise ques-
tion at issue,” we ask only “whether 
the agency’s answer is based on a 
permissible construction of the stat-
ute.” Id. at 843. We repeat, Congress 
chose not to define “former reserva-
tion” and unambiguously delegated 
authority to do so to the  Secretary. 
§ 2719(a)(2)(A)(i) (referring to lands 
in Oklahoma “within the boundaries 
of the Indian tribe’s former reserva-
tion, as defined by the Secretary” 
(emphasis added)). That definition of 
former reservation receives “control-
ling weight unless [it is] arbitrary, ca-
pricious, or manifestly contrary to the 
statute.” Chevron, 467 U.S. at 844.3

3 We reject Comanche Nation’s argu-
ments that the Secretary is not entitled 
to Chevron deference. Comanche Nation 
fails to support its argument that the defi-
nition of “former reservation” conflicts 
with a prior interpretation, see Christo-
pher v. SmithKline Beecham Corp., 567 
U.S. 142, 154 (2012), merely because 
it differs from the version originally 
proposed. To adopt such a view would 
discourage agencies from engaging in 
reasoned decision-making through the 
notice and comment process. Nor is the 
definition a “convenient litigating posi-
tion,” id. (quotations omitted), as it was 
not advanced for the first time during 
litigation, but promulgated pursuant to 
ordinary rulemaking procedures.
 
 Comanche Nation does not 
identify any statutory language in ei-
ther IRA or IGRA that contravenes 
the Secretary’s treatment of former 
reservations. Nothing in the text of 
those statutes suggests that a tribe 
must have governmental jurisdiction 
over land within its former reserva-
tion to make it eligible for the Okla-
homa exception. Instead, Comanche 
Nation argues that the regulation con-
travenes Congress’ intent by treating 
Oklahoma tribes more favorably 
than non-Oklahoma tribes, in that 
only the latter are required to dem-
onstrate governmental jurisdiction.  
But the Secretary does not impose 

an independent requirement on non-
Oklahoma tribes to make an affirma-
tive showing of governmental juris-
diction on a tract-by-tract basis. The 
term “governmental jurisdiction” is 
included in the regulatory definition 
of “reservation.” § 151.2(f). And the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs (“BIA”) 
presumes that a tribe has governmen-
tal jurisdiction over any parcel within 
the borders of its reservation. See At-
kin Cty. v. Bureau of Indian Affairs,
47 I.B.I.A. 99, 106-07 (June 12, 
2008).
 Comanche Nation points 
to the legislative history of IGRA, 
which indicates that the Oklahoma 
exception was deemed necessary to 
treat “Oklahoma tribes the same as all 
other Indian tribes.” S. Rep. No. 99-
493, at 10 (1986). However, the same 
report expressly recognizes the need 
for a different standard for Oklahoma 
tribes in light of the “unique his-
torical and legal difference between 
Oklahoma and tribes in other areas.” 
Id.
 It indicates that Congress 
chose the boundaries of such tribes’ 
former reservations to bar them “from 
acquiring land outside their tradi-
tional areas for the express purpose 
of establishing gaming enterprises.” 
Id. The Secretary’s interpretation of 
“former reservation” is entirely con-
sistent with that goal.
  The statutory text of the 
Oklahoma exception expressly del-
egates to the Secretary responsibility 
for defining “former reservation.” § 
2719(a)(2)(A)(i).  And the regulatory 
definition adopted by the Secretary, 
land “within the exterior boundaries 
of the last reservation that was estab-
lished by treaty, Executive Order, or 
Secretarial Order for an Oklahoma 
tribe,” § 292.2, is consistent with the 
everyday meaning of the term “for-
mer reservation.” We agree with the 
district court that at a minimum the 
Secretary’s interpretation is reason-
able, and therefore controls. Chev-
ron, 467 U.S. at 844.
 Comanche Nation also 
contends that the Terral site may be 
ineligible for gaming if the Chicka-
saw Nation’s reservation was never 
actually disestablished. But its sole 
support for this proposition is Mur-
phy v. Royal, 875 F.3d 896 (10th Cir. 
2017), cert. granted 138 S. Ct. 2026 
(2018). Disestablishment analysis is 
tribe-specific depending on the par-
ticular facts of each individual case. 
See Wyoming v. U.S. Envtl. Prot. 
Agency, 875 F.3d 505, 512-13 (10th 
Cir. 2017) (noting “it is settled law 
that some surplus land acts dimin-
ished reservations, and other surplus 
land acts did not” depending on “the 
language of the Act and the circum-
stances underlying its passage” (quo-
tations omitted)). Our Murphy panel 
concluded the Creek Reservation re-
mains extant, but it did not address 
the status of the Chickasaw Reser-
vation at all. Comanche Nation’s ci-
tation to Murphy falls well short of 
demonstrating a likelihood of success 
on the merits.
 Moreover, whether Chicka-
saw Nation’s reservation in Okla-
homa has been disestablished likely 
has no effect on the outcome of this 
case. Were the Chickasaw Nation’s 
reservation not disestablished, the 
Terral site would remain within the 
bounds of that reservation, in which 
case, the Secretary could conduct an 
“on-reservation” acquisition. See §§ 
151.3(a)(1), 151.2(f); see also Atkin 
County, 47 I.B.I.A. at 106-07   (tribes 
are presumed to have jurisdiction 
over land within their reservations 
for purposes of IRA). The Terral site 
would also be eligible for gaming be-
cause it would be within the boundar-
ies of the reservation as it existed in 
October, 1988. § 2719(a)(1).

B
 We conclude, as well, that 
Comanche Nation is unlikely to suc-
ceed on the merits of its NEPA claim. 
NEPA imposes procedural require-
ments on agencies before they un-
dertake any major action. Citizens’ 
Comm. to Save Our Canyons v.
Krueger, 513 F.3d 1169, 1178 (10th 
Cir. 2008). Under certain circum-
stances, an agency must prepare 
an environmental impact statement 
(“EIS”) that details the environmental 
effects of its proposed action. Greater 
Yellowstone Coal. v. Flowers,
359 F.3d 1257, 1274 (10th Cir. 2004). 
However, if an EA “leads the agency 

to conclude that the proposed action 
will not significantly affect the en-
vironment, the agency may issue a 
[FONSI] and forego the further step 
of preparing an EIS.” Id.
 Comanche Nation argues 
that the Secretary did not take a “hard 
look” at the environmental impact 
of the casino project. See Baltimore 
Gas & Elec. Co. v. Natural Res. 
Def. Council, Inc., 462 U.S. 87, 100 
(1983). Yet the record indicates that 
the BIA completed a detailed EA and 
issued a FONSI for the trust acqui-
sition of the Terral site for gaming. 
Comanche Nation’s conclusory alle-
gations that the EA does not comply 
with Baltimore Gas, that the BIA has 
a history of failing to comply with 
NEPA requirements, and that Chick-
asaw Nation intends to build larger-
than-necessary sewer lagoons are not 
enough to carry the day for obtaining 
a preliminary injunction. See Heide-
man, 348 F.3d at 1188 (movant’s 
right to relief must be “clear and un-
equivocal” (quotation omitted)); see 
also Krueger, 513 F.3d at 1176 (“A 
presumption of validity attaches to 
the agency action and the burden of 
proof rests with the appellants who 
challenge such action.”).
 Comanche Nation contends 
the Secretary’s NEPA analysis is 
flawed because it failed to consider 
the economic effects the new ca-
sino would have on Comanche Na-
tion’s existing casino. However, “[i]
t is well-settled that socioeconomic 
impacts, standing alone, do not con-
stitute significant environmental im-
pacts cognizable under NEPA.” Cure 
Land, LLC v. U.S. Dep’t of Agric., 
833 F.3d 1223, 1235 (10th Cir.
2016).
 We also reject the argument 
that the acquisition was arbitrary 
and capricious because the Secre-
tary failed to consult Comanche Na-
tion. Agencies should consult with 
“appropriate State and local agen-
cies and Indian tribes.” 40 C.F.R. § 
1501.2(d). The regulation’s use of 
the term “appropriate” suggests an 
agency possesses discretion in deter-
mining which bodies to consult. See 
generally Martel-Martinez v. Reno, 
61 F.3d 916 (10th Cir. 1995) (table). 
Comanche Nation again relies solely 
on socioeconomic effects of the new 
casino, and for the reasons stated 
above, that is not enough to show it 
was necessarily an appropriate con-
sulting tribe in this case.

III
 Because Comanche Nation 
is clearly unlikely to prevail on the 
merits, there is no need to address 
the remaining factors of the test for 
preliminary injunctions. See Schrier 
v. Univ. of Colo., 427 F.3d 1253, 
1262 n.2 (10th Cir. 2005). The dis-
trict court’s denial of a preliminary 
injunction is AFFIRMED.

Entered for the Court
Carlos F. Lucero Circuit Judge
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DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 

for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.
  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   

REASONABLE PREP FEES
Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455

NPR airs inaccurate story about Indian Child 
Welfare Act custody case

Native American Journalist Association Media Release

 The Native American Jour-
nalists Association (NAJA) issued the 
following statement after National 
Public Radio broadcast and published 
“Native American Adoption Law 
Challenged As Racially Biased” - an 
inaccurate and imprecise story about 
an Indian Child Welfare Act (ICWA) 
custody case:
 NPR violated its ethics 
policy by failing to thoroughly fact 
check its reporting and allowing rac-
ist language and views on air unchal-
lenged. “Native American Adoption 
Law Challenged As Racially Biased” 
by Wade Goodwyn contains multiple 
factual inaccuracies, lacks context, 
and propagates racist language and 
ideas.
 Goodwyn says "It turned out 
that Mason's mother - and therefore 
- Mason, was part Indian." This is a 
misleading and incorrect statement: 
The child's mother is a tribal citizen, 
therefore the child is also a tribal citi-
zen. This designation is foundational 
to federal Indian law. To frame it oth-
erwise is inaccurate and irresponsible, 
especially given the sensitivity owed 
to children involved in ICWA cases. 
Goodwyn also discloses the identity 

of a child involved in adoption pro-
ceedings – a violation of their safety 
and privacy.
 Goodwyn uses a quote from 
the child’s adoptive parent: "Ma-
son didn't even look Indian in the 
least regards." This is deceptive and 
racially-coded language that defines 
the child's identity by physical ap-
pearance or skin color. These types of 
depictions of Native people are bla-
tantly racist and should have been ad-
dressed by editors before publication 
and in the story. In ICWA cases, the 
child’s identity is based on a political 
connection to a sovereign nation, and 
is not based on racial identifiers. This 
framing runs counter to NPR’s policy 
of respect and accuracy.
 The Goldwater Institute's 
Timothy Sandefur, who was chosen 
as a primary source, provided a mis-
leading argument that ICWA is a mat-
ter of race, not of citizenship. This is 
disinformation often raised by groups 
that seek to diminish and destroy the 
political identity of Indigenous peo-
ples and the sovereign status of tribal 
nations. By airing these views nation-
ally, NPR has provided a megaphone 
for anti-Indian ideas and a platform 

for racism against Native people. 
As per NPR ethics, reporters should 
check sources’ "facts," as advocates 
can skew the context of the story.
 NPR has an ethical obliga-
tion to report these views in their 
social and political context but must 
also be committed to reporting these 
ideas responsibly. The network’s eth-
ics policy makes this clear in numer-
ous ways, and NAJA urges NPR to 
immediately correct the story. NPR 
should also review its policies and 
personnel that allowed an unchecked 
platform for racist ideas that propa-
gate hostility and racism toward In-
digenous people.
 It is the position of NAJA 
that NPR is in violation of its own 
ethics policies by failing to conduct 
due diligence before publication. The 
network continues to suffer missteps 
and stereotypical coverage of Native 
communities, and NAJA has repeat-
edly offered free cultural competency 
and ethics training to NPR staff and 
editors in the past with no response. 
However, the offer remains and 
NAJA would be happy to work with 
NPR to facilitate more accurate, and 
ethical, journalism.

Department of Justice Announces the Repatriation of an Acoma Shield & 
other Items of Historical and Cultural Significance to the Pueblo of Acoma. 

 U.S. Attorney John C. 
Anderson for the District of New 
Mexico participated in a repatriation 
ceremony earlier today with Special 
Agent Franklin Chavez of the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs and Governor Kurt 
Riley of the Pueblo of Acoma.  Other 
federal and tribal officials and com-
munity members also attended the 
event at the Sky City Cultural Center 
and Haak’u Museum. 
 “The Department of Justice 
is committed to enforcing federal 
laws that preserve the historical, cul-
tural, and religious heritage of Native 
Americans,” said Acting Attorney 
General Matthew G. Whitaker.  “This 
commitment includes ensuring sa-
cred objects like the Acoma Shield 
are returned to their rightful owners.  
Today’s announcement further dem-
onstrates the Justice Department’s 
dedication to the safety, prosperity, 
and wellbeing of American Indian 
and Alaska Native people.”
 BIA recovered the shield 
that was repatriated today after learn-
ing that it was offered for sale online 
by an art gallery in Montana.  Acoma 
Pueblo war shields are sacred pieces 
of cultural patrimony that date back 
hundreds of years and are at the heart 
of Acoma Pueblo’s heritage and iden-
tity.  Items such as the war shield are 

used for ceremonial purposes and are 
closely kept among traditional lead-
ers of the Pueblo community.     
 The Native American 
Graves Protection and Repatriation 
Act (NAGPRA) is a federal law in-
tended to return unlawfully obtained 
human remains and cultural objects 
to their Native American home-
lands. The U.S. Attorney’s Office 
and the BIA-Office of Justice Ser-
vices Cultural Resources Division 
are dedicated to stemming the loss 
and trafficking of cultural patrimony 
by investigating and enforcing the 
NAGPRA. 
 “Today, we celebrate the 
return of several items of cultural 
patrimony to their true owners: the 
Pueblo of Acoma,” said U.S. Attor-
ney Anderson.  “Our ability to return 
these items is the result of years of 
hard work.  The Bureau of Indian Af-
fairs, through Special Agent Frank 
Chavez’s dedicated efforts, discov-
ered these sacred and historic items, 
and we, at the U.S. Attorney’s Office, 
are proud to partner with BIA in fa-
cilitating their return. Sadly, we all 
too often find sacred, religious, and 
culturally significant items being sold 
at art markets, flea markets and in 
galleries. In keeping with federal law, 
we will continue to do everything in 

our power to locate such objects and 
deliver them to their rightful homes.”
 “I thank the Pueblo of Aco-
ma for their due diligence in locating 
and reporting these precious objects 
to BIA and DOJ.  I want to acknowl-
edge the voluntarily actions of those 
individuals who returned the items in 
their possession once they learned of 
the cultural significance to the Pueb-
lo of Acoma tribal community,” said 
Assistant Secretary for Indian Af-
fairs Tara Sweeney.  “The proactive 
work demonstrated by Special Agent 
Chavez in working closely with all 
involved makes us proud.”
 "We have raised our voices 
internationally, in the halls of Con-
gress and the legislative chambers 
here in New Mexico, drawing atten-
tion to the longstanding epidemic of 
theft, looting, and trafficking of our 
sacred items – all in violation of trib-
al and federal law. During the 2015 
attempted sale of an Acoma Shield 
by the Eve Auction house in Paris, 
France, the Pueblo also identified 
a similar shield and other sensitive 
cultural items being sold here in the 
United States," said Governor Kurt 
Riley.

Office of Indian Afftairs Press Release
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Tribal Voters will go to the 
Polls in January for the

 Anticipated 2018 
Runoff Election

 After months of waiting, 
Comanche voters will move to the 
next step in filling the Business Com-
mittee positions of Chairman and 
Vice Chairman, as well as the posi-
tions of Tribal Administrator and 
Tribal Attorney.
 According to Elections Co-
ordinator, Bobbie Saupitty, January 
12,  Comanche tribal voters who are 
18 years and older will go to the polls 
and cast their ballots for the candi-
date of their choice.

Early/In-House Voting:
 Eligible voters may cast a 
Ballot by Early/In-house voting on 
January 11, 2019, at the Comanche 
Nation Elder’s Center located at 1107 
SW “H” Ave., Lawton, Okla., or at 
the Comanche Nation Complex, New 
Conference Room, 584 NW Bingo 
Road, Lawton, Okla.  Polling hours 
for Early/In-house Voting are from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.

Voting on Election Day:
 Voters may cast their ballots 
on Election Day, January 12, 2019, 
between the hours of 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., 
at the polling site of their choice list-
ed below:

Lawton Polling Site:
 Comanche Nation Complex 
New Conference Room, 584 NW 
Bingo Road, Lawton, Okla.

Oklahoma City Polling Site:
 Comanche Nation Outreach 
Office- 7390 S. Walker, Oklahoma 
City, Okla.

Apache Polling Site:
 Comanche Nation-Apache 
Community Center, 309 Julia Mah-
seet Road, Apache, Okla.

Anadarko Polling Site:
 Comanche Nation Outreach 
Office- 117 SW 2nd Street, Anadar-
ko, Okla.

Cache Polling Site:
 Comanche Nation- Cahoma 
Community Center, 752 NW Quanah 
Rd., Cache, Okla.

Walters Polling Site:
 Comanche Nation Commu-
nity Center-Walters, 905 E. Missouri 
St., Walters, Okla.

Candidates for Chairman:  
William Nelson, Sr. and Billy Kom-
ahcheet.
Candidates for Vice-Chairman: 
LaNora Parker and Darrell Koschqu-
etah
Candidates for Tribal Administrator:  
Jimmy W. Arterberry and John D. 
Wahnee

Candidates for Tribal Attorney:  
Richard Grellner and Robert Rosette
 
 For more information call 
the Election Office at (580) 492-
3384.

News Staff

 Vice Chairperson can-
didate, Lanora Parker, identi-
fied historical trauma and sub-
stance abuse as an issue and 
described how they tie into 
each other. She said, “Tribes 
all over the United States are 
beginning to understand his-
torical trauma and how it is ef-
fecting tribes. The definition of 
historical trauma by Dr. Marie 
Yellowhorse, is the cumulative 
emotional and psychological 
wounding over one’s lifetime 
and from generation to gen-
eration following loss of lives, 
land and rich virtual aspects of 
our culture. In other words we 
had our own holocaust. “ 
 She spoke of our peo-
ple being oppressed and an in-
ternalization of this leads to a 
feeling of inferiority, a shame 
of your language and culture.  
This becomes a learned behav-
ior and people end up oppress-
ing each other which is lateral 
oppression she stated.  
 “People before me were 
forced to go to Indian school 
and they were away from their 
parents, they didn’t have the 
opportunity to be properly 
loved and properly raised.  And 
there was no one to counteract 
all the things that they were be-
ing taught that was negative 
about themselves.” She added 
that rehabilitation and sup-
port groups work because if 
you don’t talk about it, it stays 
there, you stay wounded and 
you stay angry.  Her plan of 
action entails the creation of a 
“Family Services” department 
with a highlight on “Wellness 
and Sobriety” to address his-
torical trauma and addiction.   
 The same question was 
asked of Vice Chairperson can-
didate, Darrell Koschequetah, 
his  answer was, “Lanora cous-
in, that was very interesting 
and informative, thank you.  
An issue that I know many of 
our People struggle with is Fi-
nances.  When finances are out 
of whack, it can lead to several 
other issues . . . homelessness 
. . . breakdown of the family 
structure . . . a large percentage 
of divorces happen because of 
money issues.  Unforeseen cir-
cumstances hit us, sometimes 
one after another and before 
we know it the problems have 
snowballed out of control.  My 
wife and I recently attended an 
eight week financial seminar 
at our church called “Finan-
cial Peace University”.  If we 
made something like this avail-
able, it can equip our people 
who need it, with knowledge 
and with tools to help manage 
their finances.  It teaches how 
to budget, how to get out of 
debt, how to plan for emergen-
cies and how to invest for your 
future and many other things 
concerning money.” He stated 
that children need to be taught 
these values early on and add-
ed, “On this note our children 
receive sizeable per capita pay-
ments when they turn eighteen 
(18).  The tribe should have 
some information available to 
them, a course, a packet, con-
sultation about financial plan-
ning and their options.  They 
need to know that there are 
more options out there than 

CANDIDATE
Continued from Page 1

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

just blowing their money. “  
In closing Koschequetah stat-
ed that he believes financial 
courses available to the People 
will help and at a low cost to 
the Nation this could have a 
great impact on our People as 
a whole.    
 The same question was 
asked of Tribal Administrator 
candidate, John Wahnee, and 
he said, “I’m going to speak to 
you on this issue from a finan-
cial responsibility.  One of the 
biggest detriment to the Co-
manche Nation is communica-
tion.  When information is not 
provided in a timely manner to 
your tribal membership than 
you have problems.  The Peo-
ple have to be kept informed.”  
From a Tribal Administrator 
standpoint he stated, “I believe 
that we can improve the com-
munication by holding quar-
terly financial reports to the 
Comanche people . . . it’s the 
Comanche Peoples money and 
they  have the right to know.”  
He wants to disseminate these 
quarterly reports, after which, 
he  wants to meet with Coman-
che tribal members to see what 
is working and what needs to 
be modified?  
 He adds, “All of this 
needs to be discussed and then 
the programs themselves have 
to change.  After you visit with 
the tribal members and get 
their input than you can justify 
a financial modification(s) that 
you would like to recommend 
back to the Business Commit-
tee. “  
 The Candidate Forum 
continued with questions about 
work experience in respect to 
other tribes being asked of the 
Tribal Attorney candidate Ro-
sette Law Firm. Robert Rosette 
answered, “Some of my clients 
I have represented for over 
twenty years consecutively 
since the mid 90’s.  So you can 
imagine with those tribes that I 
have been through several ad-
ministrations, tribal councils 
and Chair people.  The reason 
we have had a lasting effect is 
because . . . we make sure that 
we are never becoming parti-
san, or getting involved in the 
people’s politics but always 
providing good legal advice 
from a purely Indian law per-
spective.” 
 Rosette has a Master’s 
in Business administration in 
Finance which he feels is im-

portant in regards to Economic 
Development and Tribal Sov-
ereignty.  He stated in the con-
text of Tribal Sovereignty and 
Economic Development, “The 
world for Indian Country and 
Economic development is a lot 
more than Indian Gaming and 
Casinos. Because we all know 
that it becomes saturated and 
there’s a lot of competition.  
And it can’t just be natural re-
sources, oil, gas and farming.  
You’ve got to find other ways 
to grow your economy and to 
create jobs for your people.  A 
third component is Sovereign-
ty itself . . . One of the great-
est economic development 
resources for tribes is Sover-
eignty.”  He continued, “What 
that means is when you can 
find an economic development 
activity that is either unregu-
lated or completely legal under 
Federal law . . . and that same 
activity is either over regulated 
or outright prohibited by State 
law.  And you recognize that 
State law does not apply.  Well 
there’s where you can find op-
portunities for the Tribe to grow 

an Economy.  Because as long 
as the Tribe now enacts a law, 
that’s Sovereignty, legalizing 
that activity and still complies 
with the Federal Law.  Now 
you have found a good area 
to grow your economy with a 
business that’s needed in your 
surrounding area.  And our 
firm has become very dynamic 
and progressive in finding out 
these opportunities working 
very hard with our tribal cli-
ents to grow their economies in 
that legal framework.  So that’s 
what Sovereignty means to us, 
as Indian lawyers Sovereignty 
means everything, it’s 100% of 
my business.  It’s what we pro-
tect and it’s very sacred. 
 The Election Office has 
released the full video of the 
Runoff Candidate Forum and it 
is available for tribal members 
to view in it’s entirety on the 
homepage of the Comanche 
Tribal website at www.coman-
chenation.com home page or 
can be located on the Election 
Office webpage at the website.  
The Election Coordinator can 
be contacted at (580) 492-3384 

Pictured from left: Vice Chairperson candidate Darrell Koschequetah, Tribal Administrator candidate John 
David Wahnee, Chairman candidate Billy Komahcheet, Elections Coordinator Bobbie Tenquer-Saupitty, 
Chairman candidate William Nelson Sr., Mediator Dr. Cornell Pewewardy, Vice Chairperson candidate LaNo-
ra Parker and Tribal Attorney candidate Robert Rosette, pose for a picture after the Run Off Candidate Forum, 
held at Watchetaker Hall.

Richard and Stacie Chibitty, owners
900 Showplace Blvd. Indiahoma, OK 

M-F, Daily 8:30 a.m.- 2p.m. & Evening 5p.m.-9 p.m.
Saturday 8:30 a.m.- 9 p.m.

Sunday 10 a.m.- 3 p.m.

(580)246-8339 
warriorcafe@yahoo.com

www.facebook.com/warrior-cafe GAME ROOM

Follow The Comanche Nation 
News on Facebook
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Programs
Comanche Nation Court

Jurisdiction

NOTE This article is for infor-
mational purposes only and is not 
meant to replace legal representa-
tion. 
 Jurisdiction is the authority 
of a court to hear a legal matter. You 
should only file in a court that has 
proper jurisdiction. The determina-
tion of whether this court has juris-
diction over your legal issue is decid-
ed by a judge after filing. Jurisdiction 
of the Comanche Nation Tribal Court 
is found in the Comanche Nation 
Tribal Court Codes available for free 
online at www.comanchenation.com. 
Jurisdiction involving tribal issues or 
tribal lands is a complex issue. If you 
are unsure whether this court has ju-
risdiction over your legal issue, you 
will need to consult with an attorney 
at your own expense.
 Indian tribes are quasi-
sovereign entities that enjoy all the 
sovereign powers that are not di-
vested by Congress or inconsistent 
with the tribes’ dependence on the 
United States. As a general rule, this 
means that Indian tribes cannot ex-
ercise criminal or civil jurisdiction 
over nonmembers. There are two 
exceptions to this rule for criminal 
jurisdiction. First, tribes may exer-
cise criminal jurisdiction over non-
member Indians. Second, tribes may 
try non-Indians who commit dating 
and domestic violence crimes against 
Indians within the tribes’ jurisdic-
tions provided the non-Indians have 
sufficient ties to the tribes. There are 
three exceptions to this rule for civil 

jurisdiction. First, tribes may exer-
cise jurisdiction over nonmembers 
who enter consensual relationships 
with the tribe or its members. Sec-
ond, tribes may exercise jurisdiction 
over nonmembers within a reserva-
tion when the nonmember’s conduct 
threatens or has some direct effect on 
the political integrity, the economic 
security, or the health or welfare of 
the tribe. These first two exceptions, 
enunciated in the case of Montana v. 
United States, are based on the tribes’ 
inherent sovereignty, and exercises of 
jurisdiction under them must relate 
to a tribe’s right to self-government. 
Third, Indian tribes may exercise 
jurisdiction over nonmembers when 
Congress authorizes them to do so. 
Congress may delegate federal au-
thority to the tribes, or re-vest the 
tribes with inherent sovereign au-
thority that they had lost previously. 
Indian tribes may also exercise juris-
diction over nonmembers under their 
power to exclude persons from tribal 
property. However, it is not clear 
whether the power to exclude is inde-
pendent of the Montana exceptions. 
 The question of a tribe’s ju-
risdiction over nonmembers can be 
very complex. It is fair to say, how-
ever, that tribal jurisdiction over non-
Indians is quite limited. Tribal juris-
diction over nonmember Indians is 
more extensive. Federal courts, how-
ever, consistently require nonmem-
ber defendants to challenge tribal 
court jurisdiction in tribal court be-
fore pursuing relief in federal court.

 The Comanche Nation 
Emergency Management asks you 
take a few minutes to review the Cen-
ter of Disease Control and prevention 
(CDC) recommendations for staying 
healthy and safe during winter.
 Winter storms and cold tem-
peratures can be dangerous. Stay safe 
and healthy by planning ahead. Pre-
pare your home and cars. Prepare for 
power outages and outdoor activity. 
Check on older adults.
 Although winter comes as 
no surprise, many of us are not ready 
for its arrival. If you are prepared for 
the hazards of winter, you will be 
more likely to stay safe and healthy 
when temperatures start to fall.
Take These Steps for Your Home
 Many people prefer to re-
main indoors during winter, but stay-
ing inside is no guarantee of safety. 
Take these steps to keep your home 
safe and warm during the winter 
months.

Winterize your home
• Install weather stripping, in-
sulation, and storm windows.
• Insulate water lines that run 
along exterior walls.
• Clean out gutters and repair 
roof leaks.
• Check your heating systems.
• Have your heating system 
serviced professionally to make sure 
that it is clean, working properly, and 
ventilated to the outside.
• Inspect and clean fireplaces 
and chimneys.
• Install a smoke detector. 
Test batteries monthly and replace 
them twice a year.
• Have a safe alternate heating 
source and alternate fuels available.
Prevent carbon monoxide (CO) emer-
gencies.
• Install a CO detector to alert 
you of the presence of the deadly, 
odorless, colorless gas. Check batter-
ies when you change your clocks in 
the fall and spring.
• Learn symptoms of CO poi-
soning: headache, dizziness, weak-
ness, upset stomach, vomiting, chest 
pain, and confusion.
• Get your car ready for cold 
weather use before winter arrives.

Don’t Forget to Prepare Your Car
 Get your car ready for cold 
weather use before winter arrives.

• Service the radiator and 
maintain antifreeze level; check tire 
tread or, if necessary, replace tires 
with all-weather or snow tires.
• Keep gas tank full to avoid 
ice in the tank and fuel lines.
• Use a wintertime formula in 
your windshield washer.
• Prepare a winter emergency 
kit to keep in your car in case you 
become stranded. The kit should in-
clude:
• cell phone, portable charger, 
and extra batteries;
• blankets;
• food and water;
• booster cables, flares, tire 
pump, and a bag of sand or cat litter 
(for traction);
• compass and maps;
• flashlight, battery-powered 
radio, and extra batteries;
• first-aid kit; and plastic bags 
(for sanitation)
Equip in Advance for Emergencies
Be prepared for weather-related 
emergencies, including power out-
ages.
• Stock food that needs no 
cooking or refrigeration and water 
stored in clean containers.
• Ensure that your cell phone 
is fully charged.
• When planning travel, be 
aware of current and forecast weather 
conditions.
• Keep an up-to-date emer-
gency kit, including:
o Battery-operated devices, 
such as a flashlight, a National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administration 
(NOAA) Weather Radio, and lamps;
o extra batteries;
o first-aid kit and extra medi-
cine;
o baby items; and
o cat litter or sand for icy 
walkways.
• Protect your family from 
carbon monoxide.
o Keep grills, camp stoves, 
and generators out of the house, base-
ment and garage.
o Locate generators at least 20 
feet from the house.
o Leave your home immedi-
ately if the CO detector sounds, and 
call 911.
Wear appropriate outdoor clothing: 
layers of light, warm clothing; wind-

Be  Prepared to Stay Safe and 
Healthy in Winter

proof coat, mittens; hats; scarves; and 
waterproof boots.
Take These Precautions Outdoors
 Many people spend time 
outdoors in the winter working, trav-
eling, or enjoying winter sports. Out-
door activities can expose you to sev-
eral safety hazards, but you can take 
these steps to prepare for them:
• Wear appropriate outdoor 
clothing: wear a tightly woven, pref-
erably wind-resistant coat or jacket; 
inner layers of light, warm clothing; 
mittens; hats; scarves; and water-
proof boots.
• Sprinkle cat litter or sand on 
icy patches.
• Learn safety precautions to 
follow when outdoors.
o Work slowly when doing 
outside chores.
o Take a buddy and an emer-
gency kit when you are participating 
in outdoor recreation.
o Carry a cell phone.
Be prepared to check on family and 
neighbors who are especially at risk 
from cold weather hazards.
Do This When You Plan to Travel
When planning travel, be aware of 
current and forecast weather condi-
tions.
• Avoid traveling when the 
weather service has issued adviso-
ries.
• If you must travel, inform 
a friend or relative of your proposed 
route and expected time of arrival.
• Follow these safety rules if 
you become stranded in your car.
• Make your car visible to 
rescuers. Tie a brightly colored cloth 
to the antenna, raise the hood of the 
car (if it is not snowing), and turn on 
the inside overhead lights (when your 
engine is running).
• Move anything you need 
from the trunk into the passenger 
area. Stay with your car unless safety 
is no more than 100 yards away.
• Keep your body warm. 
Wrap your entire body, including 
your head, in extra clothing, blankets, 
or newspapers. Huddle with other 
people if you can.
• Stay awake and stay mov-
ing. You will be less vulnerable to 
cold-related health problems. As 
you sit, keep moving your arms and 
legs to improve circulation and stay 
warmer.
• Run the motor (and heater) 
for about 10 minutes per hour, open-
ing one window slightly to let in air. 
Make sure that snow is not blocking 
the exhaust pipe—this will reduce the 
risk of carbon monoxide poisoning.
 Above all, be ready to check 
on family and neighbors who are 
especially at risk from cold weather 
hazards: young children, older adults, 
and the chronically ill. If you have 
pets, bring them inside. If you cannot 
bring them inside, provide adequate, 
warm shelter and unfrozen water to 
drink.
 No one can stop the onset of 
winter. However, if you follow these 
suggestions, you will be ready for it 
when it comes.
 Be sure to visit CDC’s Win-
ter Weather webpage for more winter 
weather safety tips.
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Military News
Submitted by Lanny Asepermy/CIVA

961 Engineer Battalion (Task Force COMANCHE)
Case Comanche Colors at Fort Bliss 

Casing the Comanche Colors, with utmost 
honor, at Fort Bliss by the 961st Engineer 
Battalion “TASK FORCE COMANCHE”

Courtesy Photo

A 961 soldier receiving his “War Paint” as 
he prepared for deployment.

 Received this email from the 
961st Engineer Battalion Command 
Sergeant Major, Randy White, on the 
morning of December 1. CSM White 
wrote, “On 23 November we cased 
the Battalion and Comanche Colors 
and they will be uncased once we 
are in Country. The Battalion Com-
mander had me call the role of each 
Soldier as they boarded the buses. 
They all received two black war 
paint stripes to signify the Battalion 
being ready for war. The Battalion 
Commander said that black was the 
Comanche color since a lot of other 
tribes used different variations. This 

really pumped up and motivated the 
Soldiers. We are at Fort Bliss now 
in New Mexico territory at the Mc-
Gregor range area training for our 
deployment. Please say hello to all 
the CIVA for us.”
 The exact date of deploy-
ment for the 961st to Kuwait, Iraq 
and Syria has yet to be determined. 
It will be shortly before or shortly 
after Christmas – by the time this is 
read they will be “in-country”. Their 
deployment is scheduled for nine 
months. Our prayers go out to each 
and every Soldier of the Battalion for 
a safe and uneventful tour.

Combat Infantryman Badge

Courtesy Photo

Courtesy Photo Courtesy Photo

World War II veteran 
Thurman Ray Tahsuda

Korean War veteran 
Billy F. Wermy

Courtesy Photo

Vietnam War veteran 
Cloyce “Chuck” Choney

Courtesy Photo

Vietnam War veteran 
Lanny Asepermy

 `The Combat Infantryman 
Badge is a prestigious Army military 
award. It was created on October 15, 
1943 by the US War Department. 
The badge is awarded to Infantry and 
Special Forces Soldiers (and some 
Scouts that served during the Viet-
nam War) for “Ground combat ac-
tion, having been personally present 
and under direct hostile enemy fire in 
combat operations.”  
 Very few Comanches have 
earned this award. Among those 
that have are: Lanny Asepermy, 
5th Infantry Division, Vietnam War; 
Jesse Blackstar, 25th Infantry Di-
vision, Iraq War; Johnny Brown, 
40th Infantry Division, Korean War; 
Christopher Chebahtah, 4th In-
fantry Division, Iraq War and son 
Russell Chebahtah, 3rd Stryker 
Brigade Combat Team, Afghani-
stan War; Thomas Chockpoyah Sr 
(Posthumously), 83rd Infantry Divi-
sion, World War II; Cloyce “Chuck” 
Choney, 101st Airborne Division, 
Vietnam War; Milton Codynah, 
4th Infantry Division, Vietnam War; 
Henry Conwoop (Posthumously), 
25th Infantry Division, World War 
II; Charles Eatmon, 1st Infantry 
Division, Iraq War; Wilbur “Duke” 
Ellis, Military Advisory Command-
er-Vietnam, Vietnam War; Den-

CIVA Activities

Courtesy Photo

Walter Torralba and his teacher
 On November 11 during the 
annual Veterans Day Celebration the 
CIVA had a special for Walter Tor-
ralba. Walter is the son of Auxiliary 
member, Tavia Torralba, and an 11 
year old fifth grader at Anadarko 
Mission Grade School. Torralba 
and his classmates began collecting 
money to purchase items for “care 
packages” for his teacher’s Marine 
son and his platoon who are currently 
serving in Iraq. 
 Over $100+ dollars was col-
lected during Torralba’s special. He 
presented the money along with a 
“care package” box to his teacher the 
day after Veterans Day. 14 total “care 
packages” were sent to the Marines 
by Torralba and his classmates. The 
money Torralba collected was used to 
defray mailing cost. A truly outstand-
ing gesture by this young man to our 
veterans. 

CIVA members from left to right are Ron 
Mahsetky, Lanny Asepermy, Jimmy Caddo 
and George Red Elk with members of the 
Kiowa War Mothers (photo courtesy of 
Shelley Asepermy)

Courtesy Photo

 On November 14, the Kio-
wa War Mothers (Chapter 18 of the 
American War Mothers) sponsored 
their annual Veterans Thanksgiving 
meal at the Mahsetky UMC south of 
Apache. CIVA members George Red 
Elk, Jimmy Caddo, Lanny Asepermy 
and Ron Mahsetky attended the event 
along with eight other veterans from 
other tribes. Dr. Everett Rhodes, a Ki-
owa veteran, was the guest speaker.
Wonder whatever happened to Chap-
ter 17, the Comanche War Mothers.

Courtesy Photo
Jimmy Looking Glass, second from right, 
with other QOV honorees and QOV Foun-
dation members (photo courtesy of Roger 
Tehauno)
 The Quilt of Valor (QOV) 
Foundation was established in No-
vember 2003 by founder Catherine 
Roberts with literally a dream. When 
her son, Nat, returned from Iraq she 
said, “I saw a young man sitting 
on the side of his bed in the middle 
of the night, hunched over. The 
permeating feeling was one of ut-
ter despair. I could see his war de-
mons, clustered around, dragging 
him down into an emotional gutter. 

Then, as if viewing a movie, I saw 
him in the next scene wrapped in a 
quilt. His whole demeanor changed 
from one of despair to one hope and 
wellbeing. The quilt had made this 
dramatic change. The message of 
my dream was to cover service mem-
bers and veterans touched by war 
with comforting and healing Quilts 
of Valor.”  Since then the Quilt of 
Valor Foundation was established in 
all 50 states. As of November 2018 
202,108 Quilts of Valor have been 
presented. 
 On November 17, eight vet-
erans and five Auxiliary members 
traveled to Albuquerque, N.M., for a 
QOV presentation to Jimmy Looking 
Glass at the Albuquerque Veterans 
Memorial Park. In addition, 11 mem-
bers from the Ricardo Flores, Mona 
and Mike Mihecoby, Ramonah Davis 
and Tavia Torralba families were in 
attendance.   Looking Glass and three 
other veterans from New Mexico 
were presented their QOV by QOV 
coordinator, Patricia Forshaw. Prior 
to the presentation an opening prayer 
was provided by CIVA Chaplain 
Jimmy Caddo and after the presenta-
tion a Comanche hymn was sung by 
Vice Commander Roger and Auxil-
iary Leader Linda Tehauno. Looking 
Glass closed the presentation with a 
Memorial song. On the evening of 
November 16, the Wellington Mihe-
coby family provided a meal to the 
attendees and Looking Glass and his 
wife, Fannie. Looking Glass lives in 
Shiprock, N.M. He has represented 
the CIVA at the Hopi Code Talker 
Memorial in Kykotsmovi, Ariz., the 
funeral of Comanche veteran, Coy 
Bennett, in Shiprock, the Shoshone 
Reunion in Ignacio, Colo., and an 
honors presentation for Comanche 
veteran Skip Hernasy in Albuquer-
que. In addition, Looking Glass has 
made the 700+ mile trip to Comanche 
Country for numerous CIVA events 
over the years. 
 It is noted that on Memorial 
Day 2015 and 2017, 20 QOV’s have 
been presented, by the Oklahoma 
QOV foundation, to Comanche vet-
erans and a few other non-Comanche 
veterans. Other QOV’s were present-
ed to Comanche veterans in Califor-
nia, New Mexico, Arkansas, Texas, 
Tennessee and Virginia. 
 If you would like a QOV 
presented to your veteran please 
contact Lanny Asepermy at (580) 
678-4629 with the veteran’s name 
and a contact number – the deadline 
is February 1. Ten more QOV’s will 
be presented during the 2019 Armed 
Forces Day Banquet on May 18 and 
Memorial Day Ceremony on May 27.

Courtesy Photo

CPT Kent Tomah III being presented 
with a Certificate of Appreciation.
 On November 30, Kent 
Tomah was the Guest Speaker for the 
75th Fires Brigade at the Sheridan 
Theater on Fort Sill. Nine veterans 
and five Auxiliary members attended 
the Native American Heritage month 
event which also included a presen-
tation by the CN Museum Director 
Candy Morgan on the WWII Coman-
che Code Talkers and the Coman-
che Native Youth Dancers under the 
guidance of Teresa Lopez.

Courtesy Photo

Bottom left:  Lanny Asepermy and 
Kevin Pohawpatchoko expressing 
their gratitude to the Black Leg-
gings for their presentation to the 
CIVA and Asepermy.

 The CIVA were guests of 
the Kiowa Black Leggings War-
rior Society as they hosted their an-
nual Christmas dinner at the Baldwin 
Building in Anadarko on December 
2.  Seven veterans and six Auxiliary 
members attended the dinner. After 
the meal they recognized the CIVA 
with a pendleton blanket and Lanny 
Asepermy with “Honorable Veter-
an” medallion. Also recognized was 
Thurman Ray Tahsuda who is one of 
two living Comanche World War II 
veterans – Tahsuda is also of Kiowa 
descent. Kiowa hymns followed the 
presentations and then Santa Claus 
presented gifts to all veterans present.

Continued on Page 9 

Courtesy Photo
Kris Killsfirst making presentation at the 
monthly meeting to an attendance crowd of 
43 people.
 The December monthly 
meeting was held on December 6, 
in the Patriot Room. 13 veterans, 11 
Auxiliary and 19 guests were present 
for the meeting. After the opening 
prayer, Pledge to the Allegiance and 
meal, provided by Cheryl Takawana 
and Mindy Tomah Associate Mem-
ber, Ramonah T. Davis was recog-
nized for her support and service to 
the CIVA. 
 Davis has served actively 
with the CIVA as a member of the Fu-
neral and Marker Placement Details 
and Color Guard since March 2018. 
She is an Army veteran who served 
from 1983-00. Her military photo 
and bio were published in the August 
edition of TCNN. Davis has been em-
ployed with Comanche Gaming since 
2002 and is Navajo. 
 Also recognized (posthu-
mously) was the brother-in-law, 
Army of Comanche member, Kim 
Hoahwah. Hoahwah’s sister-in-law, 
Emma Bert, was presented with an 
Honor Certificate with a photo and 
bio of her brother Everett Bert an 
Army and Vietnam War veteran. 
 A presentation followed by 
Kris Killsfirst representing the newly 
formed Apache Native Warrior Soci-
ety. He invited the CIVA to their first 
veteran’s event on December 16 to 
be held at the Comanche Community 
Center in Apache. 
 After the presentations a 
roll call was conducted. The Min-
utes, Treasurer and both Spoils re-
ports passed. The FY 2020 budget 
proposal was presented, discussed 
and approved with a couple changes. 
Other business included an invitation 
from the Oklahoma City Pow-wow 
Club as their special guests for their 
New Year’s Pow-wow in Norman on 
January 5.  The meeting adjourned at 
9 p.m. 

Comanches and Military 
Service

Courtesy Photo

Chebahtah
The first Solider and first to serve

Courtesy Photo

nis King Karty (Posthumously), 
2nd Infantry Division, Korean War; 
Lawrence Kassanavoid, 25th Infan-
try Division, Vietnam War; Brown 
Yackeyonny Lightfoot, 25th Infan-
try Division, Vietnam War; Eugene 
Mithlo, 9th Infantry Division, Viet-
nam War; Gilbert Monatoboy, 14th 
Infantry Division, World War II; 
Melvin “Hawkeye” Myers (Post-
humously), 82nd Airborne Division, 
World War II; Raymond Nauni Sr, 
83rd Infantry Division, World War 
II; Malcolm Tate Nevaquaya, 101st 
Airborne Division, Vietnam War; 
Wilbur Parker, 106th Infantry Di-
vision, World War II; Laverne Pen-
nah, Korean War; Samuel “Doc” 
Pewewardy, 106th Infantry Division, 
World War II; William Clifford Red 
Elk, 25th Infantry Division, Vietnam 
War; Johnnie Rivas (Posthumously), 
82nd Airborne Division, World War 
II and brother Louis Rivas, 45th In-
fantry Division, Korean War; Thur-
man Ray Tahsuda, 65th Infantry 
Division, World War II; Paul Tate 
Sr, 101st Airborne Division, Viet-
nam War; Johnny Tiddark, Phoenix 
Program, Vietnam War; Lawrence 
Tomah Jr and brother Kent Tomah 
Sr, 45th Infantry Division, Korean 
War; Henry “Hank” Tomahsah, 
4th Infantry Division, World War II; 

Gilbert Vidana (Posthumously), 
4th Infantry Division, World War 
II; Michael Waddle, 82nd Airborne 
Division, Vietnam War and brother 
William Waddle, 173rd Airborne 
Brigade, Vietnam War; Billy Joe 
Wermy, 2nd Infantry Division, Ko-
rean War; Kristopher Wermy, 82nd 
Airborne Division, Iraq War; Ralph 
Wermy, Vietnam War; and Edward 
Yellowfish, Korean War. 
 Hopefully, no Comanche 
veteran was omitted from this list.
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Courtesy Photo
Edward Louis Clark

The first Marine

Courtesy Photo

Norton Tahquechi
The first Sailor

Courtesy Photo

Teddy Tahsuda
The first Airman

Courtesy Photo

Roberta Bradley
The first Woman

 1,251 Comanches have 
served, with honor, in all branches 
of the Armed Forces including 625 
in the Army, Army Reserve, Army 
National Guard and WAC (Women’s 
Army Corps); 175 in the Marine 
Corps, Marine Corps Reserve and 
Women’s Marine Corps Reserve; 
250 in the Navy, Navy Reserve and 
WAVES (Women Accepted for Vol-
unteer Emergency Service); 225 in 
the Air Force, Army Air Force and 
WAF (Women’s Air Force); and 5 in 
the Coast Guard. 
 The first to serve was Che-
bahtah who served as a Scout in 
the Army from 1880-84; 23 others 
served with Troop L, 7th Cavalry 
from 1892-97 at Fort Sill; 15 served 
as Army Scouts at Fort Sill and Fort 
Concho; one Comanche served dur-
ing the Spanish-American War; 62 
Comanches served during World 
War I (61 were Soldiers and the other 
served in the Navy) from 1917-18 in-
cluding 24 overseas in Europe; 218 
Comanches served during World War 
II from 1941-45; 143 served during 
the Korean War from 1950-53; 373 
Comanches served during the Viet-
nam War from 1962-73; 103 Coman-
ches served during the Gulf War from 
1990-91; and 108 Comanches have 
served in either Iraq or Afghanistan 
or both since 2001. 
 The first to serve in each 
branch of service besides Chebahtah 
in the Army are Norton Tahquechi 
who enlisted on July 3, 1918 into the 
Navy; the first Marine was Edward 
Louis Clark who enlisted on Septem-
ber 26, 1933; and the first Airman 
was Teddy Tahsuda who enlisted on 
May 3, 1941. The first Comanche 
woman to serve was Roberta Clark 
“Weckeah” Bradley who enlisted in 
the Women’s Army Auxiliary Corp 
on October 2, 1942 (and later in the 
Women’s Marine Corps Reserve).

Courtesy Photo
The first to fall-PFC Johnnie Rivas 

on June 6, 1944

Courtesy Photo

The last to fall-Cpl Joshua Ware 
on November 16, 2005

 13 Comanches have made 
the supreme sacrifice in defense of 
our great nation. Nine were killed in 
action, two died of combat wounds, 
one died in captivity and one was de-
clared dead while missing in action 
– his body has not been recovered. 
 The first to die was Private 
First Class Johnnie Rivas on June 6, 
1966 (D-Day) in Normandy, France, 
he was a member of the Army’s 82nd 
Airborne Division – the last to die 
was Corporal Joshua Jerald Ware on 
November 16, 2005 near Ubaydi, 
Iraq, he was a member of the 1st Ma-
rine Division. Six other Comanches 
died (called non-hostile deaths) while 
on active duty.

Courtesy Photo

Twice-wounded Comanche vet-
eran Lawrence Tomah Jr., 

(Army-WWII)

Courtesy Photo

Twice-wounded Comanche veteran 
Larry Suapitty (Army-WWII)

Courtesy Photo

Twice wounded Comanche veteran 
Cloyce Choney (Army-Vietnam)

Courtesy Photo

Twice wounded Comanche veteran 
Otto Tonips Jr.

 (Marine Corps-Vietnam War)

Courtesy Photo

Twice wounded Comanche veteran 
Charles Eatmon (Army-Iraq War)
 61 Comanches have been 
awarded the Purple Heart, eight dur-
ing World War I; 26 during World 
War II; three during the Korean War; 
21 during the Vietnam War; and 
three in Iraq. Six Comanches have 
been twice wounded – Floyd Pad-
dyaker WWII; Larry Saupitty WWII; 
Lawrence Tomah Jr WWII; Cloyce 
Choney Vietnam War; Otto Tonips 
Jr Vietnam War; and Charles Eatmon 
Iraq War. (Photo of Floyd Paddyaker 
not available).

Courtesy Photo

Silver Star recipient 
Lee Toquothy (Korea)

Courtesy Photo

Silver Star recipient 
George Red Elk (Vietnam)

Courtesy Photo

Silver Star recipient 
Michael Waddle (Vietnam)

 24 Comanches (including 
three twice and two others thrice) 
have been decorated for Gallantry, 
Heroism, Bravery or Valor includ-
ing Calvin Atchavit with the Distin-
guished Service Cross; Edward Lou-
is Clark, Lee Toquothy, George Red 
Elk and Michael Waddle with the 
Silver Star; Meech Tahsequah (3), 
Vincent Myers Sr (2) and Jonathon 
George with six awards of the Dis-
tinguished Flying Cross; Rudolph 
Kosechequetah with the Soldiers 
Medal; Edward Louis Clark with 
the Marine Medal;  Raymond Porti-
llo, Lucien Looking Glass, Johnny 
Tiddark, Cloyce Choney (2), Brown 
Lightfoot, Lawrence Kassanavoid 
and Kenneth Hernasy with eight 
awards of the Bronze Star Medal 
with/Valor Device; Brown Lightfoot, 
Lawrence Kassanavoid Philip Rog-
ers Sr, Amos Makes Cry and Kris-
topher Wermy awarded the Com-
mendation Medal with/Valor Device;  
Leland Parker, Lewis Chasenah, 
Joshua Ware (Posthumously) 
and Lindsey Griner awarded the 
Achievement Medal with/Valor De-
vice; and Joseph Plata with the Air 
Medal with/Valor Device. In addi-
tion, it is documented that Edmond 
Mahseet and Ronald Mahsetky 
fought and killed the enemy in Hand 
to Hand Combat. Foreign awards 
for bravery were awarded to Calvin 

Atchavit – the Belgium War Cross by 
the Belgium government. The Viet-
nam Gallantry Cross with/Star was 
awarded to Brown Lightfoot by the 
Republic of South Vietnam.

Courtesy Photo
Enlisted military grade E9 Sergeant 

Major Lanny Asepermy (Army)

Courtesy Photo

Enlisted military grade E9, Sergeant 
Major Rudolph Kosechequetah 

(Army)

Courtesy Photo

Enlisted military grade E9, Master 
Gunnery Sergeant Randall Eckiwau-

dah (Marine Corps)

Courtesy Photo

Enlisted military grade E9, Aviation 
Chief Master Petty Officer James 

Sayerwinnie 

 One Comanche, Jonathon 
George, earned the general officer 
rank of Brigadier General; another, 
Raymond Portillo, the rank of Colo-
nel; nine the rank of Lieutenant Colo-
nel; and four the highest military en-
listed grade of E-9.

Courtesy Photo
Military Academy graduate George 
Harrison, Class of 1978, West Point, 

N.Y.

Courtesy Photo

Military Academy graduate, Jenifer 
Burns, Class of 2010, West Point, N.Y.

Courtesy Photo
Military graduate Lance Whitewolf, 

Class of 1992, Annapolis

Courtesy Photo

Military graduate, Lawrence Yazzie, 
Class of 2000, Colorado Springs

Courtesy Photo

Military gradaute, Lamoni Yazzie, 
Class of 2002, Colorado Springs

 Two Comanches are gradu-
ates of the Military Academy at West 
Point, N.Y.; two from the Air Force 
Academy at Colorado Springs, Colo.; 
and one from the Naval Academy at 
Annapolis, M.D.
 Two Comanches are gradu-
ates of the US Army Sergeants Major 
Academy – Lanny Asepermy (Class 
24) and Rudolph Kosechequetah 
(Class 26).

Courtesy Photo
Air Force LtCol Lisa Smith

Courtesy Photo

Marine Corps GySgt Donna Harris

Courtesy Photo

Army SSG Deborah Niedo Rettig

 68 Comanche women have 
served in the military. Lisa Smith (Air 
Force) and Rhonda Williams (Army) 
both retired at the rank of Lieuten-
ant Colonel. Donna Harris (Marine 
Corps) retired at the rank of Gunnery 
Sergeant (E-7). Staff Sergeant Debo-
rah Niedo Rettig (Army) earned fifty-
three decorations, medals, badges, ci-
tations and campaign ribbons during 
her 22-year military career. All are 
combat veterans. 
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Culinary Corner

Recipes for 
Home Cooking

Ingredients
• 8 day-old French bread din-

ner rolls (or any crusty dinner 
rolls)

• 1 Cup granulated sugar
• 1 Quart half and half
• 5 Eggs
• 1/4 Teaspoon vanilla extract
• Praline Sauce (makes about 1 

1/2 cups; 8 to 12 servings)

Brussels Sprouts with 
Sausage

Ingredients
• 2 Tablespoons ghee (or olive 

oil)
• 3.3 Ounces fresh hot Italian 

Sausage (each Isernia link is 
about 3.3 ounces)

• 1 1/2 Pounds Brussels sprouts
• 1/2 Cup water
• Salt and pepper to taste

Directions
1. Trim the Brussels sprouts and 

cut them in half.
2. Heat the ghee in a large skillet 

over medium heat. Add the sau-
sage and cook, stirring occasion-
ally, for about 3-5 minutes.

3. Add the Brussels sprouts to the 
skillet. Add the 1/2 cup of wa-
ter. Sprinkle with salt and pep-
per. Cover and cook for about 
10 minutes, or until just tender. 
(Smaller sprouts may take less 
time.) Check on them a time or 

Chocolate Chip Cookie 
Dough + Cupcake

Ingredients
• 1 1/2 cups all-purpose flour  
• 1/4 teaspoon baking soda  
• 1/4 teaspoon sea salt  
• 1/2 cup butter, softened  
• 1/4 cup white sugar  
• 1/2 cup brown sugar  
• 1 egg  
• 2 teaspoons vanilla extract  
• 1 cup miniature semisweet 

chocolate chips  
• 1 (18.25 ounce) box yellow 

cake mix  
• 1 1/3 cups water  
• 1/3 cup canola oil  
• 3 eggs

Directions

1. Whisk together the flour, ba-
ing soda, and sea salt; set aside. 
Beat the butter, white sugar, 
and brown sugar with an elec-
tric mixer in a large bowl un-
til smooth. Add 1 egg and the 
vanilla extract and beat until 
smooth. Mix in the flour mixture 
until just incorporated. Fold in 
the chocolate chips; mixing just 
enough to evenly combine. Form 
the dough into tablespoon-sized 
balls; place onto a baking sheet, 
and freeze until solid, about 2 
hours. 

2. Preheat an oven to 350 degrees F 
(175 degrees C). Line 24 muffin 
cups with paper liners. 

3. Beat 3 eggs in a large bowl with 
an electric mixer to break up. 
Add the cake mix, water, and 
canola oil; continue beating for 
2 minutes on medium speed. 
Spoon into the prepared cupcake 
liners, filling each 2/3 full. Place 
a frozen cookie dough ball on 
the top center of each cupcake. 

4. Bake in the preheated oven until 
a toothpick inserted into the cake 
portion of the cupcake (not the 
cookie dough ball) comes clean, 
about 20 minutes. Cool in the 
pans for 10 minutes before re-
moving to cool completely on a 
wire rack. 

Bread Pudding with Praline 
Sauce

Cheese Quesadillas

Ingredients
• 8-inch Flour tortillas
• 2 Cups (8 ounces) grated Mon-

terey Jack

Comanche Word Search
Find the Comanche words in the Word Search Below. Words can be found in ALL directions. Good Luck!!

NEW YEAR’S DAY- UKU TOMOPU
COUNTDOWN- TURUTSUU NA?UYATU
MIDNIGHT- TOKWETUKAN
JANUARY- UKU TOOMA MUA

two and add a bit more water, if 
necessary. 

4. When the sprouts are just about 
done, remove the cover and raise 
the heat to medium high. Cook, 
stirring just once or twice, for 
a couple of more minutes. The 
liquid should evaporate and the 
sprouts should be starting to get 
brown. 

5. Taste and add more salt and pep-
per if necessary. Serve hot or 
warm. 

• 1/2 Cup (1 stick) unsalted but-
ter

• 1 Cup packed light brown 
sugar

• 1 Cup heavy whipping cream
• 1/4 Teaspoon vanilla extract
• Whipped cream, for serving 

(optional)
• Chopped walnuts, for serving 

(optional)
Directions

1. Heat oven to 325 degrees. Light-
ly grease a 9-by-13- inch bak-
ing  dish (www.southernkitchen.
com/shop/products/stoneware-
co-9x13-pinched-rim-baker)

2. Cut each French bread dinner 
roll in half and then cut into 3.8-
inch or 1/2-inch slices. Transfer 
to a large bowl. Sprinkle sugar 
over the bread slices. Pour half 
and half over the bread. In a 
medium bowl, beat together the 
eggs and vanilla and pour over 
the bread.

3. Mix the bread mixture gently 
but thoroughly, then let mixture 

• 1 12-Ounce container refriger-
ated store-bought salsa

Directions
1. Heat broiler
2. Place 2 tortillas on a baking 

sheet and sprinkle 1/2 cup of the 
cheese evenly over each. Top 
with 2 more tortillas. 

3. Broil until golden and crisp, 1 to 
2 minutes per side. 

4. Repeat with the remaining torti-
llas and cheese.

5. Cut into triangles and serve with 
the salsa. 

soak for 15 minutes. Mix again 
and then allow to soak another 
15 minutes. Meanwhile, prepare 
praline sauce. 

4. Spread the bread mixture evenly 
in the prepared baking dish. Bake 
for 45 to 50 minutes, until pud-
ding is set and lightly browned 
on top. Serve each piece with 
2-3 tablespoons praline sauce 
and optional whipped cream and 
chopped walnuts.

Note: To make praline sauce; In a 
heavy saucepan, melt butter over 
medium-high heat. Stir in the brown 
sugar, then bring to a rolling boil. 
Boil for 2 minutes. Stir in the cream, 
return to a boil, then immediately 
remove from the heat. Stir in the va-
nilla. Serve at room temperature. 

SPRING- TAHMARO?I
CLOCK- TABE
COLD- KWIHNETU
SLEET- POSITSU

SNOW- TAHKABI
HOT CHOCOLATE- URU?ITU TU?PIHNA
SKATE- TASIKO?I
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People, Places and Things Happening
McCabe Succeeds in 

Classroom and on the Field

 Tribal member, Notah 
Scout McCabe (Comanche, Ft. Sill 
Apache, Navajo) recently turned 18 
years old as a senior at North Point 
High School, in Waldorf, MD.  Notah 
finished out his high school football 
career as a starter on both the offen-
sive and defensive line.  In 2017, the 
North Point Eagles won the Confer-
ence, Sectional and Regional Cham-
pionship games.  In 2018, Notah 
and the Eagles took the Conference, 
Sectional, Regional, and Semi-Final 
Championship games, and placed 
second at the State Championship.  
Notah was also selected as a 1st Team 
All-Conference player in the SMAC 
Conference. 
 In addition to athletics, No-
tah has maintained the Principles 

 Musician/actor /author/
scholar Dr. Darryl Tonemah (Kiowa/
Comanche/Tuscarora). Is excited to 
announce the release of his 10th CD 
“Red Dirt Remarks”.  Over the past 
25 years Tonemah has crafted songs 
full of images and stories that cut 
across cultures and generations.  He 
has been acknowledged and awarded 
as a top Native performer and song-

Courtesy Photo

Tonemah Releases 
Red Dirt Remarks

McCabe

Honor Roll since 2015 with 3.4 GPA.  
As an STI school, Notah is enrolled 
in the Criminal Justice Program, an 
area he hopes to further pursue in 
college.  He’s also active with the 
Charles County Explorers Post 1658, 
volunteering over 100 hours of com-
munity service since 2015. 
 Notah is the brother to 
Dylan Paige McCabe and the son of 
Jackie Swift and Barney McCabe, 
and stepson to Clay Ward; he is the 
grandson of Dick and Patricia Goo-
day Swift, the great grandson of Hen-
ry and Vera Tahah Gooday, the great-
great grandson of Robert and Mary 
Wallace Gooday, and John Tahah and 
Jessie Cable Noyabad, and the third 
great grandson to Talbot & Charlotte 
Gooday, Tahah and Howythtakewe, 
and George and Yivah Cable. 
 McCabe’s family is incred-
ibly proud of him and all that he has 
accomplished, and they look forward 
to the seeing him flourish in the next 
chapter of his life.

writer.  For “Red Dirt Remarks” he 
maintains his story telling, but want-
ed a more rootsy sound. He played 
with the top session musicians in 
Nashville including musicians who 
have played with everyone from 
Vince Gill to Jackson Browne, to 
craft this sound.
 As he was writing the songs 
he wondered, “How would this 
sound in a different voice?”  So he 
asked some of his friends who are 
top tier singers to lend their voices to 
the record.  It features Steve Turner 
(Ojibwe) on country style songs, 
Robert Parker (Seneca) on blues 
songs, and his brother LP (Kiowa/
Comanche/Tuscarora) on a soulful 
“Crazy’s Gone”.  He also asked 
friends Mackenzie Wasner, and Sue 
Kincaid to sit in on two duets.
 Tonemah was greatly in-
fluenced in his songwriting by the 
southern California sounds of the 
1970’s.  The music of that era was 
primarily country infused rock with 
lots of harmony!  He created a re-
cord with that sound with his unique 
voice, style, and perspective.
 From his defiant “My Clos-
ing Remarks” to the closing song 
“Fireflies”, Tonemah takes the listen-
er on a journey through time (“Cali 
73’”), locations (“Fireflies”), humor 
(“Another Dysfunctional Relation-
ship Conversation”), and emotion 
(“Crazy’s Gone”).
 For more information visit 
Tonemah.com or email Tonemahmu-
sic@gmail.com.

Story by Kate Schimel/High Country News Dec. 15, 2018 edition

Ryan Zinke to step down as 
Department of  Interior Secretary

Zinke shrunk national monuments, rolled back sage grouse protec-
tions and ramped up drilling.

 Ryan Zinke will step down 
from his post as Interior secretary, 
President Donald Trump announced 
December 15.
 “Secretary of the Interior @
Ryan Zinke will be leaving the Ad-
ministration at the end of the year 
after having served for a period of 
almost two years,” Trump wrote in a 
tweet. In a second tweet, Trump said 
he plans to announce a replacement in 
the coming days. In a resignation let-
ter obtained by the Associated Press, 
Zinke attributed his departure to “vi-
cious and politically motivated at-
tacks.”
 Ryan Zinke, a former Mon-
tana congressman, will step down as 
Interior Secretary by the end of the 
year.
 Zinke, a former Montana 
congressman and Navy SEAL, over-
saw much of the Trump administra-
tion’s energy dominance agenda, in-
cluding the ramp up of public lands 
oil and gas leasing and the rollback of 
environmental protections. The Inte-
rior Department includes the Bureau 
of Land Management and the Na-
tional Park Service, which together 
manage 330 million acres of public 
lands, mostly in the West. Under Zin-
ke, the Interior Department opened 
up large swaths of the West to oil and 
gas drilling, rolled back a suite of cli-
mate change policies, and abandoned 
a number of collaborative land man-
agement agreements spearheaded by 
the department under former Presi-
dent Barack Obama.
 Zinke announced his in-
tention to rewrite one such plan, on 
sage grouse protections, early in his 
tenure. That reversed a deal that in-
cluded oil and gas interests, environ-
mental groups and states. The new 
plans, which were released earlier this 
month, substantially cut back habitat 
protections and weakened drilling re-
strictions.
 Zinke also led the adminis-
tration’s push to shrink national mon-
uments. In 2017, the Interior Depart-
ment proposed slashing Bears Ears 
and Grand Staircase-Escalante na-
tional monuments, in southern Utah, 
as well as Cascade-Siskiyou National 

Monument in Oregon and Gold Butte 
National Monument in Nevada. The 
move was widely viewed as a ca-
pitulation to Utah’s legislators and 
mining interests, the result of a multi-
decade fight against federal land 
management in the region. The Bears 
Ears monument, which encompassed 
land once held by the Navajo Nation 
and the Hopi Tribe and included a 
number of historically and cultur-
ally significant sites, was the first to 
include tribal nations in planning and 
oversight. The decision to shrink it 
largely excluded them and remains 
mired in the courts.
 Zinke, meanwhile, spent 
much of the latter half of his tenure 
embroiled in ethics scandals. In Oc-
tober, the Interior Department’s eth-
ics watchdog referred an investiga-
tion into his involvement in a land 
deal near his hometown of Whitefish, 
Montana, to the Department of Jus-
tice, signaling he could face a crimi-
nal investigation. Overall, at least 17 
separate investigations into Zinke’s 
behavior have been initiated, accord-
ing to Citizens for Responsibility and 
Ethics in Washington, including an 
examination of his involvement in 
the erasure of climate change from 
department reports and retaliation 
against a whistleblower, Joel Clem-
ent.
 After Zinke joined the In-
terior Department, he promised to 
reverse the culture of harassment in 
the National Park Service and other 
Interior agencies. A survey released 
earlier this year found that more than 
30 percent of Interior Department 
employees reported being harassed. 
And in April, the director of the Bu-
reau of Indian Affairs, appointed un-
der Zinke, resigned amid allegations 
of harassment.
 As Democrats prepared to 
take control of the House of Rep-
resentatives in January, they had 
promised to investigate Zinke’s re-
cord, particularly his ties to fossil 
fuel industries. Raúl Grijalva, the 
Democratic representative from Ari-
zona who will take over as chairman 
of the House Committee on Natural 
Resources, called for Zinke’s resig-

nation in November. “We’ve reached 
a point that Zinke needs to move 
on,” he told High Country News last 
month. “There’s no question that the 
extractive industries have had a free 
rein under Zinke.”
 Zinke’s resignation drew 
a mixed response from Westerners. 
“Ryan Zinke came to the Interior De-
partment with an ambitious vision for 
overseeing the nation’s great natural 
resources, but he ultimately broke his 
contract with the American people,” 
Land Tawney, CEO and president of 
Backcountry Hunters & Anglers, said 
in a statement. “We will not stand for 
an administration that values the pri-
orities of big business and a few deep 
pocketed individuals over the will of 
the citizenry.”
 Sen. Lisa Murkowski, R-
Alaska, applauded his work at the 
department. “He has been a strong 
partner for Western states and for 
Alaska, in particular,” she said in a 
statement. “After years of frustration 
with the Department, he came in and 
took a very different approach — he 
listened to us, built a great team, and 
worked with us to advance our priori-
ties.” 
 Until a replacement is 
named, Deputy Interior Secretary 
David Bernhardt will lead the Interi-
or Department. Bernhardt, a longtime 
oil and gas lobbyist, has faced accu-
sations of conflicts of interest related 
to his former employment. Under 
Bernhardt, the Bureau of Land Man-
agement eased approval of a pipeline 
in Southern California proposed by 
Cadiz Inc., on behalf of which Bern-
hardt has lobbied in the past.
 Kate Schimel is an associate 
editor at High Country News, over-
seeing Alaska, the Pacific Northwest 
and the Northern Rockies.  Email her 
at kateschimel@hcn.org or submit a 
letter to the editor. 
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Obituaries

Milestones

Happy Birthday
Amarus Karty

January 3

Happy Belated Birthday
December 10- Frankie Gomez

Happy Birthday 
January 3- Amarus Karty 
January 13- Joel Motah
January 18- Ann Morrison 
January 21- Misty Terry
January 21- Demetri Pawlowski
January 21- Dylan Pawlowski
January 22- Kenric Parker 
January 28- Geno Mowatt

Happy Birthday
Kenric Parker 

January 22

Anniversary
      Clifford & Beverly 

Quoyah
 December 30

Happy 50th Anniversary 
Mom & Dad. We love you 
very much. May God con-

tinue to bless you with many 
more.

      Love, Pamela, Edmund, 
Kelly, Ricky, Joshua and 

Ashley.

Anniversary
 Melvin Kerchee Jr. & 

Debbie 
Sequichie-Kerchee

28 years 

The 
Comanche Nation 
News Deadline~

January 15 Email: 
candacet@

comanchenation.com 
Mail: Comanche 

Nation/PIO 
 P.O. Box 908 Lawton, 

OK 73501 
Contact: 

(580) 492-3386

Tristin Hunter Beasley

Courtesy Photo

Beasley

 Tristin Hunter Beasley, 22, 
of Lawton Oklahoma, went home to 
be with his father on November 15. 
Beasley was born on August 22, 1996 
to Tonya Scott and Jerry “Chris” 
Beasley in Lawton, Oklahoma. Bea-
sley was a Son, a Brother, an Uncle, 
a Friend, and a Nephew to many. 
He loved listening to music, play-
ing video games, and spending time 
with his brother, sisters, friends and 
family. Memories of Beasley will be 
cherished by many, forever. 
 Beasley is proceeded in 
death by his Dad, Jerry “Chris” Bea-
sley, Grandparents Dave and Lucille 
“Kaku” Coleman, Uncle Jerry Rou-
bideaux, Cousin Phillip Roubideaux, 
Great Grandparents Winnifred “Win-
nie” Niyah and Vernie Roubideaux, 
and Great Grandfather Emerson Ni-
yah. 
 Beasley is survived by 
his Mother, Tonya Scott of Lawton 
Oklahoma, Sister Yvonna Bealsey of 
Oklahoma City, Brother Christopher 
Beasley Jr., and Wife Ashley Beasley 
of Lawton, Sister Logan Beasley and 
Husband Scotty Woodard of Musk-
ogee, Brother Michael Magee of 
Muskogee, Sister Alexandra Beasley 
and Brother-in-law Cole Pittman of 
Lawton, Nephews Adrian Woodard 
and Cameron Woodard of Muskogee, 
and many special Aunties, Uncles, 
and Cousins. 
 Prayer service was Novem-
ber 19, at the Comanche Nation Fu-
neral Home. Beasley’s Going Home 
Ceremonies was November 20, at the 
Comanche Nation Funeral Home fol-
lowed by graveside service at Post 
Oak Cemetery. Services was offici-
ated by Aaron Cole Tahah. Friends 
and Family of Beasley are welcome 
to attend all services. 

Meech Glenn Tahsequah

Courtesy Photo

Tahsequah
 Meech Glenn Tahsequah, 
63, went to be with the Lord on No-
vember 23, with his loving family 
by his side. He was born on July 18, 
1955 in Lawton, Okla., to Theresa 
(Clark) and Albert Tahsequah Jr.
 He graduated from Chatta-
nooga High School in 1973 where he 
served as Student Council President 
his senior year.  He attended Cam-
eron University, Midwestern Uni-
versity, Southwestern University and 
Norman Vo-tech, where he received 
his Nursing Degree.  He worked for 
Cameron University Lawton, Okla-
homa, Griffin Memorial Hospital 
Norman, Oklahoma, St. Thomas US 
Virgin Island, Hill Crest Hospital and 
retired from St. Anthony Hospital in 
Oklahoma City.   
 He loved spending time 
with his family and friends, and was 
an avid OU fan.  
 Gathering with family and 
friends was November 30, at Coman-
che Nation Funeral Home Chapel.  
Graveside services was December 1, 
at Highland Cemetery under the di-
rection of Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home.
 He is survived by his broth-
ers and sisters Terry and LaVerna 
Tahsequah of Lawton, Bonnie and 
Greg Dean, Jerry and Elizabeth Tah-
sequah, Harry and Hope Tahsequah, 
Alberta and Danny Avra of Cache, 
Tommy Tahkopher of  Norman; 
half-brothers: Laverne Tahsequah 
of Fletcher and Butch Tahsequah of 
Lawton; sister-in-laws Linda Ann 

Goeringer of Norman Okla., Sonja 
Micklan of Oklahoma City; Nieces 
and Nephews: Terry Lynn Tahse-
quah, Lesha Tahsequah, Mona Lara, 
Terry Allen Tahsequah, Erin West, 
Brent Tahsequah, Jarrod Tahsequah, 
Tracy Avra, Joseph Tahsequah and 
Jacoub Tahsequah and numerous 
great nieces, nephews, and cousins.
 He is preceded in death by 
his partner John Micklan, his par-
ents: Theresa and Albert Tahsequah 
Jr; grandparents: Edward and Mary 
Pooche Clark; Old Man Komah and 
Mary Chesnah, Great grandparents: 
Quanah and Wakeah Parker,  Great 
Niece: Lacey Rene Tahsequah. 

Gerard Franklin “Bear” 
Blackowl 

Courtesy Photo

Blackowl
 Gerard Franklin “Bear” 
Blackowl, 61, of Anadarko went to 
his heavenly home on December 7.
 Funeral service was De-
cember 15, at the Apache Reformed 
Church with Arthur Attocknie of-
ficiating. Burial was at West Cache 
Creek KCA Cemetery under the di-
rection of Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home.
 All night wake was De-
cember 14,  at the Apache Reformed 
Church.
 Blackowl was born in Law-
ton on January 6, 1957.  He was the 
eldest son of Lula Jean (Blackowl) 
and Wesley Smith. 
 Blackowl grew up around 
the Anadarko and Binger area and 
was a member of the Catholic Church.  
He attended St. Patrick’s School, 
Anadarko High School and graduat-
ed from Chilocco Indian School.  He 
lived in Denver and earned a degree 
in welding.  He later traveled to Ten-
nessee where he did lawn care and 

roofing where he met Alan Jackson.
He was an avid Oklahoma Sooner 
and Dallas Cowboy fan.
 He was a member of the Co-
manche Nation of Oklahoma and was 
also of Wichita and Cheyanne de-
cent.  He enjoyed playing basketball, 
baseball and running cross country.  
Blackowl grew up in our traditional 
ways going to pow wows and hand-
games. Blackowl had a great sense of 
humor he loved and enjoyed being 
with his family and friends.  He will 
be missed by all that knew and loved 
him.
 Blacowl is survived by: 
daughter, Shonnda Blackowl and 
her sister, Allyse Keyes-Tosee of 
Walters; sisters: Clemencia “Chiq” 
Smith, Narissa: Teeny” Smith, Ila 
“New Baby” Smith, Ruth Ann Frank, 
Janet Frank all of Anadarko; Mary 
Faye Blackowl of Pawnee, Leslie 
Smith of Albuquerque; brothers: 
Kenneth Smith, Lonnie Clark, Steve 
Cravatt, Trevor Williams, Warren 
Cozad all of Anadarko; numerous 
nieces, nephews, other family mem-
bers and friends.
 Blackowl is preceded in 
death by: his parents: a sister: 3 
brothers and niece.

Winifred Lavern Sovo 

Courtesy Photo

Sovo
 Winifred Lavern Sovo went 
to her heavenly home on December 
14, in Lawton.
 Funeral service was Decem-
ber 20, at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home with Tina Baker officiating.  
Burial followed at Sterling Cemetery 
under the direction of Comanche Na-
tion Funeral Home.
 Prayer service was Decem-

ber 19,at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home. 
 Sovo was born on May 19, 
1947 in Lawton to Lester Poahway 
and Lilly Yokesuite. She attended 
school at Post Oak Mission in India-
homa.  Sovo married the love of her 
life Ernest Sovo in Wichita Falls in 
1969.  She was a proud member of 
the Comanche Nation of Oklahoma.  
Sovo enjoyed cooking, shopping at 
her favorite store Walmart, watching 
movies, taking trips with her family. 
She loved spending time with her 
family especially her grandchildren 
whom she cherished with all her 
heart.
 She is survived by: 3 chil-
dren; Stephanie Fagan of Sterling; 
Don Sovo of Lawton, Sonya Sovo 
Owens of the home; seven grandchil-
dren: James, Melvin, Teresa, Gabriel-
la, Grace, Hannah, Paige; seven great 
grandchildren: Adrianna, Mia, James 
II, Todd II, Lillie, Talon, Melaynah; 
sisters: Louella Lumbert, Brenda 
Asheington both of Lawton.
 She is preceded in death by: 
her parents; husband Ernest Sovo; 
six siblings: Janelle Mowatt, Donnie 
Yokesuite, Lillian Simmons, Sandra 
Davis, Sammy Kopaddy, Carlton 
Kopaddy; niece, Diane Poemoceah; 
great nephew, Oliver Poemoceah; 
aunts: Marie, Deloris, Rose, and 
Pearl.
 Our family would like 
to thank Aspire Home Health and 
CCMH ICU and Emergency Room 
staff and doctors for the wonderful 
care that was provided to our mother.

When tomorrow starts without me, and I’m not here to see, if the sun should rise and find your eyes all filled with tears for me
I wish so much you wouldn’t cry the way you did today,while thinking of the many things we didn’t get to say.

I know how much you love me, as much as I love you, and each time you think of me, I know you’ll miss 
me too.

But when tomorrow starts without me, please try to understand, that an angel came and called my name 
and took me by the hand,

And said my place was ready in heaven far above, and that I’d have to leave behind all those I dearly love.
But as I turned to walk away, a tear fell from my eye; for all my life, I’d always thought I didn’t want to 

die.
I had so much to live for and so much to do; it seemed almost inpossible that I was leaving you.

I thought of all the yesterdays, the good one and the bad I thought of all the love we shared and all the 
fun we had.

If I could relive yesterday, I thoug just for a while, I’d say goodbye and kiss you and maybe see you smile.
But then I fully realized that this could never be, for emptiness and memories would take the place of me.
And when I though of worldly things that I’d miss come tomorrow, I though of you and when I didn’t, 

my heart was filled with sorrow.
But when I walked through heaven’s gates, I felt so much at home,  when God looked down and smiled at, from His great golden throne.

He said, “This is eternity and all I’ve promised you. Today your life on earth is past but here it starts anew.
I promise no tomorrows; but today will always last. And since each day’s the same day, there’s no longing for the past.

You have been so faithful, so trusting and so true. Though there were times you did some things you knew you shouldn’t do.
Yet, you have been gorgiven, and now at last you’re free. So won’t you take my hand and share your life with me?”

So when tomorrow starts without me, don’t hink we’re far apart, for every time you think of me, I’m right here in your heart.
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Alberta Student Creates Database of Missing, Murdered Indigenous Women and girls

 Frustrated by the lack of 
concrete numbers, a doctoral student 
at Alberta’s University of Lethbridge 
has created a digital database of miss-
ing and murdered Indigenous women 
and girls cases in Canada and the 
United States.
 Annita Lucchesi, who is 
completing her PhD in the univer-
sity’s Cultural, Social, and Political 
Thought program, adds names to the 
database daily in her quest to make it 
as complete as possible.
 “Initially I just started out 
with basic categories,” Lucchesi, who 
is a descendant of the Southern Chey-
enne people of present-day Colorado 
and Wyoming, explained. “So, when 
and where it happened, their name, 
what nation they belong to, whether 
they're missing or murdered.”
 Three years and 3,000 
names later, Lucchesi feels like she’s 

Department of Interior Funds the Expansion of DOJ Tribal 
Access Program at 31 BIA Social Services and

 Law Enforcement Locations by 2020
Department of Justice Expands Tribal Access Program to Additional 25 Tribes This Year

barely scratched the surface.
 “It’s hard to walk away with 
a sense of the trends in this data,” she 
said. “Three thousand sounds like a 
lot, and of course it is, but we esti-
mate we're missing about 25,000 to-
tal.”
 The majority of victims, 
Lucchesi adds, come from Alberta, 
Ontario and British Columbia. She 
has documented 272 cases alone in 
the province where she is studying.
 “It’s so easy to dehumanize 
these women and to say, ‘Well, she 
was a sex worker,’ or, ‘Well, she was 
using drugs,’” Lucchesi said. “Those 
are not only harmful stereotypes, but 
even when they are true, they’re true 
in a larger context of incredible vio-
lence and lack of opportunity.”
 Lucchesi created the da-
tabase for research purposes. Out 
of respect for the victims and their 

families, it is only available through 
request.
 To Paul Tuccaro, whose sis-
ter Amber Tuccaro went missing near 
Edmonton in 2010, any project that 
could help bring closure to his family 
is welcome.
 “We’re trying to get an-
swers,” he said from Fort Chipewyan 
in Northern Alberta. Amber’s body 
was found in 2012. “We’ll never 
give up on trying to find justice for 
my sister, trying to find out what hap-
pened.”
For her part, Lucchesi hopes that 
something positive will come out of 
the tally.
“To see the grief that they go through, 
you know, there just aren’t words for 
it,” she said of the victims’ families. 
“So anything that I can help to alle-
viate that or help them navigate that, 
that’s something I’m committed to.

 The Department of Interior’s 
Assistant Secretary for Indian Affairs 
Tara Sweeney and the Department 
of Justice Deputy Attorney General 
Rod Rosenstein jointly announced 
a dramatic expansion of the Justice 
Department’s Tribal Access Program 
(TAP) for the National Crime Infor-
mation Center, which is the federal 
government’s key program that pro-
vides tribes with access to the nation-
al crime information databases. 
 The Department of the Inte-
rior (DOI) will fund the instillation of 
TAP Kiosks at three locations where 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs-Office of 
Indian Services (BIA-OIS) deliver di-
rect service social services by the end 
of 2019 and DOI aims to expand TAP 
access at all 28 BIA-Office of Justice 
Services (BIA-OJS) operated law 
enforcement agencies and detention 
service centers.  BIA locations will 
provide some degree of access to TAP 
for services delivered to more than 50 
tribal communities that currently do 
not have any direct access.  An ad-
ditional five Pueblo communities will 
work with BIA-OIS for issues related 
to social services. The Department of 
Justice will fund access for 25 tribes, 
bringing the number with current ac-
cess from 47 to 72, a 50 percent in-
crease.
 “I am proud to authorize 
the funding for the expansion of the 
Tribal Access Program to the Bureau 
of Indian Affairs to make the future 
of justice in Indian Country stronger,” 
said Assistant Secretary for Indian 
Affairs Tara Sweeney at the 75th Na-
tional Congress of American Indians 
Convention today. “The Bureau of In-
dian Affairs is proud to grant greater 
access to these important databases 
at more locations throughout Indian 
Country. Preforming background 
checks is a critical step in protecting 
our precious Native children in foster 
care, and tribal communities served 
by the BIA will benefit from access to 
this extensive public safety tool.”
 “For far too long, a lack of 
access to federal criminal databases 
has hurt tribal law enforcement—pre-
venting them from doing their jobs 
and keeping their communities safe,” 
said Deputy Attorney General Rod 

Rosenstein.  “With the Tribal Access 
Program, participating tribes will 
be able to protect victims of domes-
tic violence, register sex offenders, 
keep guns out of dangerous hands, 
and help locate missing people.  This 
milestone demonstrates our deep 
commitment to strengthening public 
safety in Indian country.”
Participation in the TAP provides 
tribes and the BIA the ability to con-
duct state-of-the-art biometric/bio-
graphic kiosk workstations capable 
of processing finger and palm prints 
in child abuse cases, and to vet foster 
parents more efficiently pursuant to 
requirements under the Native Amer-
ican Children’s Safety Act of 2016 
(NACSA).
 “Access to information is 
vital to effective law enforcement,” 
said Trent Shores, U.S. Attorney for 
the Northern District of Oklahoma 
and the Chairman of the Attorney 
General’s Advisory Subcommittee 
on Native American Issues.  “The 
Tribal Access Program will enhance 
and improve the ability of tribal law 
enforcement officers to serve their 
communities. The Native American 
Issues Subcommittee is proud to sup-
port the continued expansion of this 
tool throughout Indian Country.”
 “We at the BIA-OJS look 
forward to having direct access to 
these vital resources,” said Deputy 
BIA Director for Office of Justice 
Services Charles Addington. “We 
have waited years for the opportunity 
to streamline how we access these 
critical databases and the funding 
authorized by AS-IA Sweeney will 
allow  our law enforcement officers 
the ability to receive the information 
they need to do their jobs effectively 
and keep them safe.”
 TAP, offered in two ver-
sions, TAP-FULL and TAP-LIGHT, 
allows tribes to more effectively serve 
and protect their communities by fos-
tering the exchange of critical data 
through several national databases 
through the FBI’s Criminal Justice 
Information Systems (CJIS) network, 
including the National Crime Infor-
mation Center (NCIC), Next Genera-
tion Identification (NGI), National 
Data Exchange (N-DEx), National 

Instant Criminal Background Check 
System (NICS), Law Enforcement 
Enterprise Portal (LEEP) as well as 
other national systems such as the In-
ternational Justice and Public Safety 
Network (Nlets).
 TAP-FULL consists of a ki-
osk workstation that provide access 
to national systems and is capable of 
processing finger and palm prints, as 
well as taking mugshots and submit-
ting records to national databases. 
TAP-LIGHT is software for criminal 
agencies that include police depart-
ments, prosecutors, criminal courts, 
jails, and probation departments. 
Both versions provide federally rec-
ognized tribes the ability to access 
and exchange data with national 
crime information databases for both 
civil and criminal purpose.  TAP is 
currently available to 47 tribes na-
tionwide with over 220 tribal crimi-
nal justice and civil agencies partici-
pating.
All 28 BIA-OJS Agencies which in-
clude Detention Centers will have 
access to TAP. Through these agen-
cies, BIA law enforcement provides 
service and support to 64 tribes, and 
of these tribes, 53 tribes do not cur-
rently have any direct access to TAP.
1. Crow Creek Agency
2. Ft. Totten Agency
3. Lower Brule Agency
4. Standing Rock Agency
5. Turtle Mountain Agency
6. Winnebago Agency
7. Yankton Agency
8. Anadarko Agency
9. Concho Agency
10. Miami Agency
11. Ponca Agency
12. Colorado River Agency
13. Eastern Nevada Agency
14. Ft. Apache (White Mt.) 
Agency
15. Hopi Agency
16. San Carlos Agency
17. Southern Paiute Agency
18. Truxton Canon Agency
19. Uintah & Ouray Agency
20. Mescalero Agency
21. Northern Pueblos Agency
22. Southern Pueblos Agency
23. Ute Mountain Ute Agency
24. Blackfeet Agency
25. Crow Agency

26. Northern Cheyenne Agency
27. Wind River Agency
28. Nett Lake Agency
The following three BIA-OIS loca-
tions will have TAP Kiosks installed 
for the dedicated purposes of vetting 
foster parents for Tribes within their 
service areas:
1. Northern Pueblos Agency at 
Ohkay Owingeh, New Mexico
2. Anadarko Agency in 
Anadarko, Oklahoma
3. Northern Cheyenne Agency 
in Lame Deer, Montana
 The BIA-OIS at the Fort 
Peck Agency will also work in part-
nership with the Assiniboine and 
Sioux Tribes of the Fort Peck Reser-
vation, a tribe equipped with direct 
access to TAP-FULL, and will begin 
using the tribe’s TAP Kiosk in 2019. 
Furthermore, the BIA-OIS and the 
Justice Department will partner and 
work alongside each of the 17 tribes 
served by the four BIA Agencies and 
will explore utilizing the Kiosks for 
each tribe’s foster care licensing pro-
gram as part of the NACSA require-
ments.
 For the tribes selected by the 
Depart ment of Justice, TAP is 
funded by the Office of Sex Offender 
Sentencing, Monitoring, Appre-
hending, Registering, and Tracking 
(SMART), the Office of Community 
Oriented Policing Services (COPS) 
and the Office for Victims of Crime 
(OVC).
The following tribes have been se-
lected by the Department of Justice 
to receive funding for the next phase 
of TAP FULL:
1. Absentee-Shawnee Tribe of 
Indians of Oklahoma
2. Blackfeet Tribe of the 
Blackfeet Indian Reservation of 
Montana
3. Confederated Tribes of the 
Chehalis Reservation (Washington)
4. Cheyenne and Arapahoe 
Tribes, Oklahoma
5. Cheyenne River Sioux Tribe 
of the Cheyenne River Reservation, 
South Dakota
6. Eastern Shoshone Tribe of 
the Wind River Reservation, Wyo-
ming
7. Fort McDowell Yavapai Na-

tion, Arizona
8. Hopi Tribe of Arizona
9. Lower Elwha Tribal Com-
munity (Washington)
10. Northern Arapahoe Tribe of 
the Wind River Reservation, Wyo-
ming
11. Penobscot Nation (Maine)
12. Quinault Indian Nation 
(Washington)
13. Rosebud Sioux Tribe of the 
Rosebud Indian Reservation, South 
Dakota
14. Salt River Pima-Maricopa 
Indian Community of the Salt River 
Reservation, Arizona
15. Sault Ste. Marie Tribe of 
Chippewa Indians, Michigan
16. The Seminole Nation of 
Oklahoma
17. Swinomish Indian Tribal 
Community (Washington)
18. Turtle Mountain Band of 
Chippewa Indians of North Dakota
The following tribes have been se-
lected by the Department of Justice 
to receive funding for the next phase 
of TAP LIGHT:
1. Bishop Paiute Tribe (Cali-
fornia)
2. LaJolla Band of Luiseno In-
dians, California
3. Lac Vieux Desert Band of 
Lake Superior Chippewa Indians of 
Michigan
4. Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe 
(Massachusetts)
5. Morongo Band of Mission 
Indians, California
6. Port Gamble S'Klallam 
Tribe (Washington)
7. San Pasqual Band of the Di-
egueno Mission Indians of California
TAP is managed by the Justice De-
partment’s Chief Information Officer 
with assistance from the Office of 
Tribal Justice to provide specialized 
training and assistance for partici-
pating tribes as well as a 24x7 Help 
Desk.    

DISPLAY REMINDER OF MMIW. The “Sing Our Rivers Red” earring exhibit is dis-
played Dec. 7 during Noel Night at the Durango Arts Center. Each earring represents a 
local indigenous woman who is missing, murdered endangered or abused. The display is 
part of a national movement that sheds light on violence against indigenous women. 

Photo by Jerry McBride/Durango Herald

Office of Indian Afftairs Press Release

The Comanche Nation 
Offices will be closed 

January 1 for New Year’s 
Day. Offices will reopen 

8 a.m., January 2.
and

January 21 for Comanche 
Nation Constitution Day. 

Offices will reopen 8 a.m., 
January 22.
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Photos by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

CHRISTMAS CHEER. The Comanche Nation Elder 
Center held its annual Christmas celebration the after-
noon of December 13 at their facility, 1107 SW H Ave., 
Lawton. Christmas songs were sung, door prizes were 
given away and an abundance of Christmas Cheer was 
in the air. ABOVE CENTER: Billie Turtle gives slices of 
cake to the Comanche elders. LEFT: Several staff mem-
bers and employees of the Nation served a tasty lunch 
to the tribal seniors. RIGHT: Santa Claus pauses for 
a photo with the Comanche Nation Princess, Ashleigh 
Mithlo and Comanche Nation Jr. Princess, Rita Mono-
essy during the celebration.

Elder Center Title VI Part C Caregiver Support Program Hosts Health Fair  

 The Comanche Na-
tion Elder Center Native 
American Caregivers Sup-
port Program hosted a ‘Native 
American Caregivers Sup-
port Program Title VI Part C 
Health Fair, 10 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Nov. 13, at 1107 S H Avenue, 
Lawton Oklahoma.”
 The Comanche Na-
tion Elder Center Native 
American Caregivers Support 
Program Title VI Part C, can 
service two types of unpaid 
family caregivers:  Family 
Caregiver and Grandparents 
Raising Grandchildren.  
 It will be the policy 
of the Comanche Nation CSP 
to offer supportive services to 
all eligible Native American 
Caregivers residing in the trib-
al service area as well as respite 
care when funds are available 
if funds are not available refer-
rals will be made to tribal pro-
grams or state agencies.  The 
Title VI Program abides with 
the Comanche Nation Tribal 
Policies & Procedures.  

 Eligibility of Family 
Caregiver and/or Grandpar-
ents Raising Grandchildren
1. Priority:  Older in-
dividual (60) years and older 
with the greatest social eco-
nomic need and older indi-
viduals providing care and 
support to persons with mental 
retardation and related devel-
opmental disabilities.
2. Participants must re-
side in the Comanche Nation 
Tribal Service Area.
3. Participants must be 
an enrolled member of a fed-
erally recognized tribe.
4. Caregivers are Na-
tive Americans who are 18 
years and older, who provide 
care and support services for 
Care Receiver who, for rea-
son of illness or frailty, cannot 
manage independently with 
assistance.
5. Care Receiver must 
be a Native American elder 
over the age of 60 and have 
(2) Chronic illnesses and need 
assistance with (2) of the crite-
ria of Activities of Daily living 
(ADL’s) that include eating, 
dressing, bathing, transfer-
ring, toileting, walking, shop-
ping, doing laundry, managing 
money, taking medication, and 
require supervision due to Al-
zheimer’s or other Dementia. 
6. Respite provider 
must be age 18 or older and 
must not reside in the home of 
the Care Receiver.
7. Respite Providers/
Caregivers are not considered 
employees of the Comanche 
Nation, but are temporary pro-
gram participants receiving 
services for a one-time basis, 
if further services are needed 
for the Frail Care Receiver the 
Director/Coordinator will as-
sist for ongoing services until 
notified.  
8. Caregivers/Respite 
Providers must attend (1) 
training sessions during each 
3-month funding period.  If 
Caregiver/Respite Providers 
fails to attend, they will be 
terminated from program.  If 
there is an emergency and the 
Caregiver/Respite cannot at-
tend please call the CSP before 
the training.  
9. Family members 
who show proof that Caregiv-
ers/Respite Providers are not 
taking proper care of the Care 
Receiver will be immediately 
terminated. 
 10. Caregiver/Respite 
Providers are responsible to 
submit completed paperwork 
& required documents as re-
quested to ensure they are sub-
mitted to Finance to be pro-
cessed.  Paper work must be 
neatly returned and readable.  
Failure to submit in a timely 
manner will delay payment 
11. Program Director/

Caregiver Coordinator is re-
sponsible to keep the work-
place free of any form of ha-
rassment or disruptive activity, 
this will not be tolerated.  
12. No Mileage will be 
paid to Respite Provider for 
Care Receiver Services per 
Federal Guidelines.
13. When checks are 
processed they can only be 
picked up by Caregiver/or Re-
spite Provider.  If either party 
cannot pick up the check, we 
need a signed statement from 
Respite Provider or Caregiver 
to release payment.  
14. It is recommended 
that all Caregivers/Respite 
Care providers not be an em-
ployee of the Title VI Pro-
gram.  (Unless it is approved 
per the grant agreement). 
15. All Caregiver Sup-
port/Grandparents Raising 
Grandchildren applications 
are to be approved for eligibil-
ity by Title VI Director and/or 
Caregiver Coordinator
16. Care Receivers CAN 
NOT be on BOTH Caregiver 
Programs and/or over-lap ser-
vices.     

 Terminal Comanche 
members under the age of 60 
years can receive services and 
are priority, the respite pro-
vider will be chosen by the 
Family of Caregiver and Care 
Receiver.
Assistance is available on a 
one-time basis, but if needed 
and if funding is available they 
may be extended for another 
quarter.  
 They also have a 
lending closet will be avail-
able for supplies and equip-
ment if funding is available to 
purchase supplies: Depends, 
Pull-Ups, Blue Pads, Dispos-
able Gloves, Canes, Bedside 
Commodes, Walkers, etc., 
may be available on loan.
Five required services are:
•Information/Referrals to 
caregivers about available ser-
vices.
•Assistance to caregivers in 
gaining access to the services.
•Individual Counseling, sup-
port group meetings, training 
to assist with health, nutrition, 
financial literacy and making 
decisions and solving prob-
lems relating to their care giv-
ing roles. 
•Respite Care to enable care-
givers of frail elders to be 
temporarily and intermittently 
relived from responsibilities. 
•Supplemental services, on 
limited basis to caregivers of 
frail elders to complement the 
care provided by caregivers. 
Lending Closet is available to 
provide wheel chairs, walkers’ 
canes, crunchers, gate belt, 
leg/ankle brace, medical stool 
and other donated items.  Sup-
plies include blue pads, pull 
up diapers disposable and re- 
useable pads/bids.  Items not 
list can be ordered by clients 
Medicare card.   
 Caregiver and/
or Care Receiver is respon-
sible for Respite background 
checks.  Caregivers Support 
Program is to remain impar-
tial and medication for family 
conflicts.    

Contact Information:
 Kimberly Cody-
nah, Comanche Nation Elder 
Center Title VI Part C Native 
American Caregivers Support 
Program Coordinator, Office:  
(580) 699-8462   Fax number:  
(580) 355-2365.  

Submitted by Kim Codynah/ Comanche Nation Elder Center Title VI Part Coordinator

Photos by Jolene Schonchin/ News Staff

Jo Harjo of the Comanche Nation Diabetes Awareness Pro-
gram checks the blood sugar of an elder during the Title VI 
Part C Caregiver Support Program in Lawton, Okla.

Optometry Program Director, Wayla Wauqua, assists tribal 
eldes with eye glasses Nov. 13 at the Elder Center Caregiver 
Support Program Health Fair.

Kim Codynah, Coordinator of the Comanche Nation Elder Center Title VI Part C Native 
American Caregivers Support Program, happily gives away gifts to participants of the 
Health Fair. Items such as a participant T-shirt, and bags filled with various items were one 
of the many souvenirs given to those who participated in the event. 

Sandra Toyekoyah, director 
of the Grandparent Raising 
Grandchildren Program, 
hands out items to the elders 
who joined in the event.

Injury Prevention’s Angels 
Program gives out informa-
tion.

The Comanche Nation Elder Center’s Staff busily passes out box lunches during the No-
vember 13 title VI Part C Native American Caregivers Support Program Health Fair, held 

at it’s facility in Lawton, Okla.
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Kayle Kastner lifts his shopping 
partner, Jordan,  so he can have a 
better view of the cars the evening 
of December 13 during the Coman-
che Nation Law Enforcement’s An-
nual Shop with a Cop.

Wendell Galloway, left, and Christy Foster, right, visit with participants of Shop with a Cop over a meal spon-
sored by Center Point Energy, before their shopping trip to Walmart, December 13 in Lawton, Okla.

Wilson Ware of the Comanche Nation Law Enforcement helps his shop-
ping buddy, Mark Herrera, pick out some audio accessories at the Law-
ton Walmart during the Comanche Nation Law Enforcement’s Annual 
Shop with a Cop.

Dusty Langham helps his Shop with a Cop participant choose a dinner 
menu item at Los Tres Amigos December 13.

Sisters Dannie, 9 years and Aliciauna Poco, 8, examine the Barbie Dolls 
and their accessories during the Shop with a Cop event December 13.

Jared Hawkins helps a Shop with a 
Cop participant, six-year old Alys-
sa, choose a stuffed animal during 
the annual event. Community busi-
nesses come together to help chil-
dren during the Christmas season.

 Community businesses 
came together December 13, through 
the Comanche Nation Law Enforce-
ment’s annual Shop with a Cop event, 
to help make Christmas wishes come 
true for 26 children.
 Unlike other Shop with a 
Cop events, the Comanche Nation 
Law Enforcement begins their eve-
ning by taking the children to a nice 
meal at Los Tres Amigos, which is 
sponsored by CenterPoint Energy. 
While waiting for their dinner, the 
officers have the opportunity to visit 
with their mentors and other officers, 
share jokes and visit with their peers. 
The group loads the chartered bus, 
donated by Soldier Xpress, again to 
venture to Walmart, where they begin 
their shopping adventure.  
 The officers keep their cal-
culators handy so the children do not 
go over their $150 limit. The children 
can buy things for themselves or oth-
ers, or both. The evening ends with 
a merry ride through Elmer Thomas 
Park holiday lights.
 The children are selected 
through the Comanche Nation’s In-
dian Child Welfare Department. The 
children are from all seven of the 
counties which the Comanche Nation 
has jurisdiction. 
 “It is a wonderful opportuni-
ty for the police officers to meet with 
tribal youth. It is our hope and desire 
that someday they will grow up and 
want to join us. We get to mentor, we 
get to share, and have fun,” expressed 
Comanche Nation Chief of Police, 
Vern Griffin.
 RL Smith, coordinator for 
the event, says this is one of his favor-
ite events during Christmas season.
 “Through the officers volun-
teering, they really had a great impact 
on the children’s lives. They are buy-
ing clothes for themselves, they are 
buying items for their siblings, I think 
the Comanche Nation Police Depart-
ment, through the community, helped 
26 kids have a great Christmas” he 
said.
 Assistant Chief of Police, 
Ron Niedo, added, “I think it is awe-
some our police department is able 
to help these kids have a very merry 
Christmas. They are not only buying 
items for themselves, they are also 
thinking about their sisters and broth-
ers.”
 As the young shopper comb 
the isles, looking for their gifts, the 
supportive law officers followed be-
hind with shopping carts and helped 
them find the best items to fill their 
carts up.
 Contributors to the event in-
cluded Walmart, City National Bank, 
Lawton Chrysler, Liberty National 
Bank, and Nissan of Lawton, accord-
ing to Smith. 
 Smiles and laughter were 
abundant at the check-out counter.
 “I am so happy!” exclaimed 
Dannie Poco, as she walked out with 
all her Christmas treasures. “We got 
all the stuff we wanted!”
 The Comanche Nation Law 
Enforcement wants to thank everyone 
who came together to make this event 
a success, and to put smiles on dozens 
of young faces.

The Comanche Nation Police held their 7th Citizens Police Academy 
for eight consecutive Tuesday evenings. The graduation ceremony was 
held on November 27, held at Hilton Garden Inn in Lawton, Okla. The 
Police Academy is designed to give the public an overview of the Co-
manche Nation Police Department and create better police- commu-
nity relations through awareness and training. A total of 15 men and 
women completed their CPA classes. These participants contributed 
sixteen hours to reach their graduations. The participants learned 
about police patrol, narcotics, firearms, officer safety, police canine, 
Crime stoppers, casino, community policing, use of force, crime scene 
investigation, and criminal investigation. Each participant had hands-
on training, tours, and ride-a longs with police officers to get a bet-
ter understanding what the CNLE Officers face on a daily basis. The 
CNLE would like to thank everyone who participated. For more in-
formation please contact the Comanche Nation Police Department at 
(580) 492-3260. 

Comanche Nation Police Department’s 7th 
Citizens Police Academy

Photos by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff
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 On December 5, the Coman-
che Nation hosted a Prayer Breakfast 
inside Watchetaker Hall located at 
the Comanche Nation Headquarters. 
Minister Lloyd Heminokeky Jr., be-
gan the Breakfast with an invoca-
tion. Chairman Nelson and Secre-
tary-Treasurer, Robert Tippeconnie,  
invited the affiliated ministries and 
guest to share prayers for those near 

and far. 
 There were 27 Comanche 
affiliated Churches in attendance to 
receive distribution of Church funds.  
 The Churches in attendance 
were as follows: Apache Reformed 
Church, All Tribes Assembly of 
God, Apache Indian Baptist Church, 
Brown Indian Baptist Church, Co-
manche Native American Church, 

Cache River Of Life Fellowship, 
Inc., Comanche Reformed Church, 
Deyo Mission Baptist Church, First 
Indian Nazarene, Hunting Horse 
United Methodist, Indian Mission 
Church, Komah Memorial Nazarene, 
Lawton Indian Baptist Church, Little 
Washita United Methodist, Memorial 
Indian Baptist, Mt. Scott Comanche 
United Methodist, Native American 

Church-1918 Charter, Comanche Na-
tive American Church, Petarsy Mis-
sion UMC,  Pete Coffey Mennonite 
Brethren, Post Oak Mennonite Breth-
ren, Sherwood Tsotigh Memorial 
UMC, Tame Eka Native American, 
United Methodist Church of Apache, 
Wares Chapel Indian United Method-
ist Church, Westside Baptist Church, 
Cache Full Gospel Community 

Church. Everyone visited, enjoyed a 
warm breakfast, and sang Christmas 
Carols together. 
 The Comanche Nation 
thanked everyone for attending and 
making this event a success. 

A total of 27 Church ministers came out to attend the Comanche Nation Prayer Breakfast, December 5 at the 
Comanche Nation Complex’s Watchetaker Hall. The annual event brings the churches together for fellowship 
and to distribute monetary gifts to help the parishes.

Comanche Native American Church Minister, Lloyd Heminokeky Jr., 
opened the Breakfast with an invocation at the December 5, Prayer 
Breakfast. 

Those in attendance shared laughs and enjoyed each others company. Affiliated ministers and guests stood in line for a warm hearty breakfast. The members stopped for a quick 
picture before filling up their plates and stomachs. 

Churches Come Together for a Blessed Morning 
During the Prayer Breakfast

Story and Photos by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff
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Rylen Furr
MacArthur Middle School

7th Grade- Age 12 
Baseball

Coral Douglas  
Norman High School

Junior
Track and Cross Country

Julia Tahah
Cache Middle School 

7th grade- Age 14 
Basketball

Jalynn Komardley
Fletcher High School
12th Grade- Age 18

Basketball 

Zachary Cizek 
Elgin High School 
10th Grade- Age 16

Basketball, 
Football, Track

Macy Tomahsah
Elgin Elementary

2nd Grade
Soccer

Thaumaroi Connywerdy
McKinley Elementary

5th Grade
 Soccer, Basketball, 

Baseball

Angelyn Connywerdy
Norman High School 
11th Grade- Age 16 

Swimming

Sokobi Connywerdy
Alcott Middle School

 Age 13 
Soccer, Track, Karate

Colton Jett
Valley Vista H.S.

10th Grade- Age 16
Basketball

Holden Bartosovsky 
Elgin High School

12th Grade - Age 19
Basketball and Baseball

Lesharo Wildcat
Pawhuska High School

9th Grade- Age 14
football, wrestling, 

baseball

Sky Wildcat
Osage Nation Immersion 

School
Pre-K-Age 4

Wrestling

Jimmie Wildcat 
Pawhuska Grade School

3rd Grade- Age 9
Football, Wrestling, 

Baseball

Vann Wildcatt 
Pawhuska Grade School

4th Grade- Age 10
Football, Wrestling, 

Baseball

Indiahoma- Chad Robinson-Age 18 
Indiahoma-Kolten Komahcheet- Age 16 
Indiahoma-Landry Pewewardy- Age 17
 Indiahoma-Timothy Martinez- Age 15
Indiahoma-Malachi Martinez- Age 17

Indiahoma
Mary Komahcheet- Age15 

Skylar Adair- Age 17 
Selena Komahcheet- Age17

Romeo Poafpybitty
Orange Hunt Elementary

Age 10

Royal Poafpybitty
Orange Hunt elementary

Age 8

Tristan Miller
Corn Bible Academy

Senior- Age 17
Football & Basketball

Karliey Parker
Anadarko Public School

7th Grade- Age 12 
Basketball

Alexis Parker
Anadarko Public School

8th Grade- Age 14 
Basketball

Larissa Smith 
Cache high school 

Marching Band and Choir

Nocona Caddo
Elgin Elementary 
1St Grade- Age 7 

T-Ball

Ty Dallas Rutledge
Charles Page High School

 Senior Age 18
 football

Bailey Disco 
Geronimo high school 

Junior- Age 16 

Abigail Huffman
Geronimo elementary 

5th grade- Age10 
Basketball #11

Mckenzie Huffman
Geronimo elementary 

6th Grade- Age 12 
Basketball #21

Rhyleighe Almand
South Beauregard 

Elementary
1st grade- Age 6

Cheerleading 

Lillian Mammedaty
Apache elementary

pre-k- Age 5
Teeball

Amelia Mammedaty
Apache elementary 
2nd Grade- Age 7
8U machine pitch 

softball 

Skyler Edwards 
7th Grade- Age 13

Football

Elijah Bender
Shawnee High School

 12th Grade
Football, Power 

Lifting,Track and Field 

Bryson K. Gilliam
 Eisenhower Elementary

Age 6

Ezekiel J. Cooley
Eisenhower Elementary

Age 6

comanche YOUTH athletes
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Corinne Scherer
Exeter Twp HS Reading
 PA Freshman- Age 14

Cross Country

Joshua Dean 
Tooahimpah 
Broken arrow

Age 12  
Basketball 

Joseph Wesley 
Anadarko School
 5th grade- Age 11

Kenneth Donald 
Wermy 

Cache Jr. High
8th grade- Age 13

Football and Baseball 

Kaden Wade 
Tahsequah

Junior at Merritt High
Age 16
Football 

Kelly Langford
Elgin Middle school

 7th grade

Jessie Poolaw
Elgin Elementary School

Age 8 

Ayden Howell 
Cache Bulldogs

Age 13
Football

Bella Codynah
Elgin Elementary School

2nd grade- Age 7
Cheerleading & Basketball 

Jazlyn Turner 
Cache School

Age 8

Damian Mowatt
Bishop elementary
4th Grade- Age 9 

Football

Kalia Tanequodle
MacArthur Middle School 

Age 13
JV Volleyball Captain

Mahala Donald  
Eisenhower High School 

Age 15

James Donald
Woodland Hills Elementary

Age 10 

Conner Daly 
Geronimo Middle School

Age 13 

Alison Daly
Geronimo Middle School

Tea Tahchawwickah 
Pawnee Junior High 
8th Grade- Age 13

Football/Wrestling Cheer, 
Basketball, Track

Tomoyake Tahchawwickah
Pawnee Junior High
6th Grade- Age 12

Football, basketball, track, 
& baseball

Arlene Schonchin 
Elgin Elementary School

4th Grade- Age 9 
Soccer

Modesto Schonchin
Elgin Elementary School

5th Grade- Age 11
Soccer

Ricky Poahway
Hefner middle school
7th grade/12 yrs old

Wrestling

Ivan Adam Sanchez
W.E. Greiner Middle School 

7th Grade-Age 13 
Soccer

Talon Tahah 
McKinley elementary 

Age 9
Baseball

Olkson Tahah
McKinley elementary 

Age 6 
Baseball

Sylus Furr
Pioneer Park Elementary 

2nd Grade- Age 8
Sport: Football

Madison Jillian 
Tooahimpah Tate

Sequoyah Middle School 
7th Grade- Age 12

Cross Country

Alex Wermy
Cache Middle School 

Age 13
Football- RG

Trent Gonzalez
Lee High School

Age 15
Cross Country/Track

Paislee Boles
Texhoma Jr High
7th Grade- Age 13 

Cross country 

Martavion Austin
Eisenhower Highschool

Freshman- Age 14
Football

Noah Smith
Cache Public School

#44 
Football

Maddux Foster
Andrews Middle School

 7th Grade- Age 12
Tennis 

David Gardner-Tahah
Colegio Terranova
1st Grade- Age 6

FÚtbol

Luke Edmonson 
Cache High School

10th Grade
 Football

Rylie Houck
Owasso Highschool

Senior- Age 18
Varsity Soccer

Rebecca Lee Botone
Frontier High School

Senior- Age 17
Basketball

comanche YOUTH athletes
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Amara LaRue Baker
Pioneer Park Elementary

3rd Grade- Age 8 
Gymnastics

Philip Douglas, Jr. 
Southern Nazarene 

University 
Freshman

Track & Cross Country 

Tru Duy
Lake Dallas High School 

9th Grade- Age 14 
Competitive Cheerleader 

Je’an Paul Edwards III
First Grade- Age 7 

Baseball,Football and 
Basketball

Chad David Robinson
Indiahoma High School  

Senior- Age 18
Basketball

David Coy-A-Dee Salomón
Trail Ridge Middle School 

8th Grade- Age 13 
Competitive Basketball 

Tehya Amaris Salomón
Skyline High School
9th Grade- Age 14 

Girls Fast Pitch Softball 

Gracie Pedro
Apache Lady Warrior

 6th Grade
Basketball

Notah McCabe 
North Point High 
Senior- Age 18

Football

Olivia Choney 
Eisenhower High School

9th Grade- Age 15
 Varsity Basketball,

 Volleyball

Claudia Choney 
12th Grade- Age 17 
Cache High School

 Cross Country and Track

Mikana Danny
Eisenhower High School

9th Grade - 14 Years
Softball

comanche YOUTH athletes

BLAST FROM THE PAST
1984 ALL INDIAN FAST PITCH TOURNAMENT IN OKLAHOMA CITY

Courtesy Photo

How many of the 1984 All Indian Fast Pitch Champions can you name? Turn in the names and receive a gift from the Comanche 
Nation News! 

Send the names to Jolene Schonchin at:
Email: jolenes@comanchenation.com
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Mail: ATTN: Jolene Schonchin, TCNN-- PO Box 908, Lawton, OK 73502-0908
Office: Comanche Nation Complex PIO Office

INCLUDE YOUR NAME AND ADDRESS

Missed the deadline? No Problem? The Comanche Nation News will run another Page of 
COMANCHE YOUTH ATHLETES in the February edition.

The deadline is 5 p.m. January 15. Email to Candace Todd at: candacet@comanchenation.com. or stop by the PIO 
Office at the Comanche Nation PIO Office.


