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Angelina Steinmeyer Wins the Junior Miss Indian Oklahoma Title

 Angelina Steinmeyer won 
the  Junior Miss Indian Oklahoma 
title November 2 at the Oklahoma 
Federation of Indian Women Pag-
eant at the 7 Clans First Council 
Casino in Newkirk, Okla.
  Steinmeyer is a proud 
member of the Comanche Nation 
of Oklahoma and a descendant 
of Wisisichi, one of the last lead-
ers of the Kwahada band. She is 
the daughter of Allison and Kelly 
Steinmeyer and the granddaugh-
ter of Carlotta Harjo-Nowell, and 
the great-granddaughter of Gladys 
Ticeahkie and Benjamin Toahty. 

 She is  14 years old, 
and lives in Norman, Okla., she 
went to elementary school at 
Hugh Bish, in Lawton where she 
maintained a 4.0 from 1st grade 
through 5th grade. She went to 
MacArthur Middle School also in 
Lawton where she continued a 4.0 
from 6th grade to 7th grade.
  When she began her ad-
venture in homeschooling. She 
has since maintained a 4.0-grade 
status since she started home-
schooling. Her course-load for 
this semester includes Traditional 
Irish/Bluegrass Violin, Cantonese 

language, and writing, Coman-
che Language, Literature through 
J.R.R. Tolkien, and all of her core 
classes (Algebra I, English, Bi-
ology, and History). When she 
graduates from High School, she 
plans on attending the University 
of Oklahoma and will major in 
Skeletal/Biological Anthropology 
with a specialization in paleopa-
thology.  
 In her free time, she is the 
secretary of the Executive Coun-
cil of Many Nations Youth Coun-
cil who participated with 

Story and Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

See STEINMEYER, Page 3
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Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke and Lt. Governor of the Chickasaw Nation Jefferson Keel arive to testify before 
the Senate Indian Affairs Committee on March 8, 2017.  The Interior Department last year approved a new 
Chickasaw casino in Oklahoma with no notice to the Comanche, whose ancestral lands are just miles away.

see COURT, Page 5

Feds Accused of Stacking Deck for Chickasaw 
Gaming Empire

Blindsided by the approval of an Oklahoma casino, the Comanche tribe goes to court against 
the Interior Department

 According to POLITICO, 
along the Old Chisholm Trail, it’s not 
cattle crossing the Red River these 
days but two-legged Texans driving 
north on U.S. 81 to try their luck at 
Oklahoma’s tribal casinos.
 Move over Zane Grey, a 
new Western’s in town: a tangled tale 
of money and politics that reaches 
well beyond Oklahoma into Texas 
and Congress itself. 
 Who but the House Rules 
Committee gets a cameo, riding 
shotgun for the powerful Chickasaw 
Nation. On the opposite side are the 
legendary Comanche, fighting Wash-
ington’s armies. It will all land next 
in the grandly marbled, federal court-
house in Denver — home to the U.S. 
10th Circuit Court of Appeals and 
Neil Gorsuch before he moved up to 
the U.S. Supreme Court.
 There, amid the inscribed 
names of Pony Express riders, this 
same appellate court shook up all of 
Oklahoma just last year on a separate 
Indian law case. And come Septem-
ber 26, the Comanche will make oral 
arguments in a precedent-setting law-

suit against the Interior Department.
 What triggered this fight is 
a new Red River Chickasaw casino, 
which Interior approved last year 
with no notice to the Comanche, 
whose ancestral lands are just miles 
away. Blindsided, the Comanche 
hope to turn the tables by using a 
landmark 2012 Supreme Court de-
cision to challenge the department’s 
actions under the Administrative Pro-
cedure Act. The suit seeks to build 
on the past decade of cases in which 
top federal judges have seemed to su-
persede Congress in altering old con-
cepts of Indian law.
 This account draws on 
court filings, interviews and internal 
government documents released to 
POLITICO under the Freedom of 
Information Act. The record shows 
what appear to be major flaws in the 
review process, but after inviting 
written questions, Interior abruptly 
cut off any answers last week, citing 
the pending litigation.
 Like all classic Westerns, 
what emerges most is a story about 
survival and the search for some 

measure of rough justice. The ineq-
uities are as stark as any tale of cat-
tle barons in the past. And the fight 
brings to the surface years of resent-
ment over how Washington treats the 
poorer Plains tribes of western Okla-
homa versus the more powerful Five 
Civilized Tribes in the east. 
  The Chickasaw are the rich-
est and most politically connected of 
the Five, whose numbers include the 
Cherokee, Choctaw, Seminole, and 
Muscogee Creek. 
 All came to Oklahoma in 
the early 19th Century after being 
forcibly removed from the Southeast 
to make room for white expansion. 
New injustices followed when their 
Oklahoma lands were next divvied 
up under an allotment system that 
was disastrous to Native Americans 
across the nation. But the Five re-
tained a precious independence that 
allowed them to escape the federal-
ly-imposed tribal constitutions and 
blood quantum rules that would long 
shackle many western tribes.
 Since passage of the Indian 

2018 Runoff Election
 According to Elections Co-
ordinator, Bobbie Saupitty, January 
12, 2019, Comanche tribal voters 
who are 18 years and older will go to 
the polls and cast their ballots for the 
candidate of their choice.
Early/In-House Voting:
Eligible voters may cast a Ballot by 
Early/In-house voting on January 
11, 2019, at the Comanche Nation 
Elder’s Center located at 1107 SW 
“H” Ave., Lawton, Okla., or at the 
Comanche Nation Complex, New 
Conference Room, 584 NW Bingo 
Road, Lawton, Okla.  Polling hours 
for Early/In-house Voting are from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m.
Voting on Election Day:
Voters may cast their ballots on Elec-
tion Day, January 12, 2019, between 
the hours of 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., at the 
polling site of their choice listed be-
low:
Lawton Polling Site:
Comanche Nation Complex New 
Conference Room, 584 NW Bingo 
Road, Lawton, Okla.
Oklahoma City Polling Site:
Comanche Nation Outreach Of-
fice-7390 S. Walker, Oklahoma City, 
Okla.
Apache Polling Site:
Comanche Nation-Apache Commu-
nity Center, 309 Julia Mahseet Road, 
Apache, Okla.
Anadarko Polling Site:
Comanche Nation Outreach Of-
fice-117 SW 2nd Street, Anadarko, 
Okla.
Cache Polling Site:
Comanche Nation-Cahoma Com-
munity Center, 752 NW Quanah Rd., 
Cache, Okla.
Walters Polling Site:
Comanche Nation Community Cen-
ter-Walters, 905 E. Missouri St., Wal-
ters, Okla.
Candidates seeking election for 
Comanche Nation Chairman are:  
William Nelson, Sr. and Billy Kom-
ahcheet.
Candidates seeking election for 
Comanche Nation Vice-Chairman 
are: LaNora Parker and Darrell Kos-
chquetah.
Candidates seeking election for 
Tribal Administrator are:  Jimmy 
W. Arterberry and John D. Wahnee.
Candidates seeking election for 
Tribal Attorney are:  Richard Grell-
ner and Robert Rosette
 For more information call 
the Election Office at (580) 492-
3384.

 Tribal member and edu-
cator, Cornel Pewewardy, and his 
Design team that includes; Dennis 
Wommavovah, CN Director, Re-
alty Office; Phyllis Narcomey, CN 
Elder’s Committee; Ron Red Elk, 
CBC Member; Carolyn Codopony, 
CN Director of Comanche Language 
Preservation; Catherine Parker, CN 
Director of Higher Education Pro-
grams; Dr. Sunny Hegwood, Kiowa 
Tribe Director of Higher Education 
Program; and Dustin Miller, CN I.T. 
Web Designer, all have been explor-
ing the land-base for launching of the 
new Comanche Academy Charter 
School in the community.  
 A Charter school is a pub-
licly funded independent school 
established by teachers, parents, or 
community groups under the terms 
of a charter with a local or national 
authority. They have flexibility to 
meet students’ unique needs, while 
being held accountable for advancing 
student achievement. According to 
National Alliance for the Public char-
ter school, there are more than 6,900 
charter schools across the country. 
NACA (Native American Communi-
ty Academy) is one of many charter 
schools that was founded two years 
ago through multiple years of com-
munity conversations about how to 
better serve native students in Al-
buquerque. The school is located at 
1000 Indian School Rd. NW Albu-
querque, NM 87104.
 Pewewardy said “We are 
planning to submit our application 
in the Spring and the start up for Co-
manche Academy will begin in the 
Fall of 2019. The Comanche Acad-
emy will build an active community 
of learners’ concept through a focus 
on Comanche core values including 
love, wisdom, respect, and environ-
mental responsibility. Teachers work 
together to use the best educational 
methods to help all students achieve 
and perform at high levels. Students 
will be strongly encourgaed to chal-
lenge themselves in their academic 
work and in applying the knowledge 
and values shared in the classroom 
to local Indigenous land-and water-
based projects and work within their 
own communities.”
 Pewewardy is a retired Pro-
fessor of Indigenous Nations Stud-
ies at Portland State University. His 
research explores Native American 
mascots in schools and media, re-
cruiting/retention of Native students 
in higher education, Indigenous 
teaching praxis, Indigenous urban 
and reservation-based teacher edu-
cation, tribal colleges/universities, 
transformational Indigenous schools, 
Indigenous identity (de)construc-
tion, Indigenous community-based 
participatory research methods, 
and ethnomusicology (digitizing 
tribal music).  Pewewardy develops 
courses that emphasize and explores 

Dream School
 Comanche 

Academy Charter 
School Launching for 

the Fall of 2019
Story by Stacey Heminokeky/News 
Staff

See CHARTER SCHOOL, Page 4

Submitted by Richard Grellner/ Comanche Nation Tribal Attorney
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Comanche Nation
Officials
Chairman

William Nelson
Vice Chairman
Susan Cothren

Secretary/Treasurer
Robert Tippeconnie

Committeeman No. 1
Jonathan Poahway

Committeeman No. 2
Eddie Ahdosy

Committeeman No. 3
Ronald Red Elk

Committeeman No. 4
Clyde Narcomey

Tribal Administrator
Jimmy Arterberry

To contact officials:
Comanche Nation

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502

Toll Free: (877) 492-4988
Physical Address

584 Bingo Rd.
Lawton, OK 73505

Member of the Native American Journalist
Association since 2001

Member of the 
Society of

Professional
Journalists since 

2010

THE COMANCHE
NATION NEWS

The award-winning Comanche Nation 
News, the official communication of the 
Comanche Nation, is available at no charge 
upon request. The deadline to submit infor-
mation for the January  edition is 5 p.m., 
December  14. Donations to help cover the 
cost of printing and mailing are welcome.

Contact:
The Comanche Nation News

P.O. Box 908
Lawton, Okla. 73502-0908

Telephone: (580) 492-3386
Fax: (580) 492-3709
Email: comanche_news@yahoo.com
pio@comanchenation.com

TCNN Staff
• Jolene Schonchin, Editor, Reporter, 

Photographer- Email: jolenes@
comanchenation.com -Telephone 
Number-(580)492-3382

• Paula Karty, Assis. Editor, Reporter, 
Photographer- Email: paulak@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
Number–(580)492-3383

• Stacey Heminokeky, Reporter/
Photographer- Email: staceyh@
comanchenation.com–Telephone 
(580) 492-3385

• Candace Todd, Administrative As-
sistant- Email: candacet@coman-
chenation.com–Telephone Number 
(580) 492-3386

• News items of interest to the local 
and American Indian community are 
welcome.

• Photographs will be copied and 
will become the property of TCNN. 
To return original photographs, send 
a self-addressed stamped envelope. 
Do not send faxed photographs or 
newspaper copies of photographs.

• The Milestones Page (Birthdays, An-
niversaries, Engagements,Memorial  
Pictures, Weddings, Births) are by 
submission only. The Passings/
Obituaries are submitted by the 
Comanche Nation Funeral Home or 
by tribal members on a funeral home 
letterhead. The Milestones Page 
is for tribal members only. TCNN 
publishes all services conducted by 
The Comanche Nation Funeral Home 
without discretion. Obituaries are 
written for tribal members only.

• TCNN will print a Comanche orga-
nization’s annual event flyer once 
free of charge as a courtesy to our 
tribal organizations. The guidelines 
for flyer submission are: Pow-wow 
flyers have to be from an established 
Comanche organization. There has to 
be contact person and number on the 
organization’s annual flyer.

• We reserve the right to edit all 
material. Letters or articles that 
contain libelous information, slan-
der, or personal attacks will not be 
printed. Letters to the Editor must 
be signed with a legible name, and 
have a 1,500 word limit. The letters 
to the editor or articles contained 
in the The Comanche Nation News 
does not reflect the views or opin-
ions of the PIO staff.

Follow The Comanche Nation News

The Comanche Nation News

TCNNPIO

“…IF THE SON SETS YOU FREE, YOU 
WILL BE FREE INDEED.” (JOHN 8:36)

EVERYONE  
WELCOME

LOCATION: 2502 SW B AVE., LAWTON, OKLA. (EAST OF 
CAMERON UNIVERSITY AT THE CORNER OF 25th & B). 
SERVICE TIMES:  SUN.—10am, 11am. THUR.—6:30pm 
CONTACT US:   CALL/TXT (580) 861-4274 
ONLINE:    www.LAWTONINDIAN.com

  MONTHLY MODULES  MORE INFO: www.NABI.institute

  A 12-MONTH SERIES OF MODULES COVERING  
EVERY MAJOR BIBLE DOCTRINE. FREE.  

Watch the Monthly 
CBC meetings live on 

www.livestream.com

Government

• Tune-Ups

• Oil Change

• Minor Engine Repair

• Resurface Rotors & Drums

• Struts & Shocks

Editor’s Note: This is an over-
view of the November 3, Coman-
che Business Committee Monthly 
Meeting and not the official min-
utes. To obtain a copy of the offi-
cial minutes, call the Office of the 
Chairman, (580) 492-3251.

 Chairman, William Nelson 
Sr, called the meeting to order at 10 
a.m.
 Secretary-Treasurer, Robert 
Tippeconnie, conducted Roll Call. A 
quorum was established with all Co-
manche Business Committee (CBC) 
members present. 
 Chairman,  Nelson Sr., 
called upon Dennis Woommavovah, 
Director for Realty department to 
say, Invocation. 
 A motion made to approve 
the minutes of the October CBC 
meeting by Tippeconnie. It was sec-
onded by Committeeman No. 3, 
Ronald Red Elk. The motion carries 
5/0/2.

Resolutions
 No. 156-18 Enrollment List 
No. 1108. Applicants Eligible for Co-
manche Tribal Membership. 
 Narcomey, made the motion 
to approve.  Tippeconnie,  seconds 
the motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 157-18 Enrollment List 
No. 1109.  Applicants Ineligible for  
Comanche Tribal Membership. 
 Narcomey, made the motion 
to approve. Cothren, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries. 6/0/1.
 No. 158-18 Enrollment List 
No. 1110. Applicant is an enrolled 
member of another tribe. Applicant 
is ineligible for membership with the 
Comanche Nation. 
 Narcomey, made the motion 
to approve. Ahdosy, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 159-18 Transportation 
Routes to TIP. Redesigning and add-
ing to parking lots. 
 Narcomey, made the motion 
to approve. Ahdosy, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 160-18 Transit TAMP. 
Transit Asset Managemnet Plan. 
Help transit programs identify when 

Ten Resolutions Passed During the 
November CBC Monthly Meeting

Story by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

assests need maintenance or replace-
ment. Also helpful for safety risk 
management, keeping up with state 
of good repair, outlines job functions 
of staff, fleet management, and over-
all plan for ensuring a safe and rea-
sonable timeline for transit programs 
future. 
 Narcomey, made the motion 
to approve. Poahway, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 161-18 Court Mainte-
nance and Carryover of Court fees, 
cost, and fines. 
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion to approve. Ahdosy, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 162-18 CBC KCAILUC 
Appointment. Kiowa, Comanche, 
Apache Indian Land Use Committee. 
Each tribe shall appoint three repre-
sentaives to the KCAILUC to sit for 
a term as determined by the respected 
tribal business committees in accor-
dance with the respected tribal con-
stitutions. Therefore Be It Resolved, 
today the Comanche Business Com-
mitte appoints Business Committee 
member, Clyde Narcomey to serve 
as one year of three KCAILUC rep-
resenatives for the Comanche Nation. 
This appointment will serve a period 
of time that is in conjunction with his 
elected period.  
 Cothren, made the motion 
to approve. Red Elk, seconds the mo-
tion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
  No. 163-18 CIP Education 
Center Windows. 
 Cothren, made the motion 
to approve. Tippeconnie, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/1. 
 No. 164-18 CBC CNE Pro-
gram. Comanche Nation Enterprises.
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion to approve. Ahdosy, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 No. 165-18 CBC Rescind 
No. 155-18. Confidential. 
 Tippeconnie, made the mo-
tion to approve. Ahdosy, seconds the 
motion. The motion carries 6/0/1.
 The meeting was adjourned 
at 12:15 p.m. and Executive Session 
followed.
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Call 580-353-9358

SALES-INSTALLATIONS-REPAIRS

SERVING: Cyril, Apache, Anadarko, Elgin,
Lawton, Gracemont & Carnegie Areas

Competitive Pricing on ALL Parts & Equipment
Regular Service Calls $69.95 

W & R MECHANICAL L.L.C

Heating and Air

Now Offering Duct Cleaning Services

Native American Owned & Operated

Authorized Lennox Dealer

We do Blown-In Insulation

UNITY on a national level.  This 
group provides Native youth from 
the Norman area a place and time 
for fellowship with other Indig-
enous youth. It also is a safe place 
for voicing concerns that young 
people might have regarding the 
status of their communities.
 She is currently a purple 
belt at Norman Martial Arts and 
she is on the recommended black 
belt team. She specializes in a 
combination of Taekwondo and 
Jiu-Jitsu. She recently won both 
2nd places in forms and 2nd place 
in sparring at a state-wide tourna-
ment between individuals practic-
ing many different disciplines. 
 She volunteers at Nor-

man Public Library West where 
she has worked since 2016 shelv-
ing books, setting up enrichment 
programs, helping others, and 
helping with “Story time” which 
is a program for toddlers and ba-
bies which provides them with a 
base to begin understanding how 
to read and speak. 
 In the Fall and Spring 
seasons, she also works for the 
Norman Youth Soccer Associa-
tion where she has been a referee 
for three years. During her referee 
career, she has been an active ref-
eree in six competitive tourna-
ments. She began playing soccer 
in Kindergarten and has played 
competitively and recreationally 

ever since. 
 She is an active member 
of the group, Matriarch that fo-
cuses on empowering indigenous 
women and enriching Native 
communities.  
 “During my time around 
these beautiful ladies, she has 
learned the real beauty and impor-
tance of supporting and empower-
ing other Indigenous women.” 
 “My Matriarch aunties 
have taught me what it means 
to my community for me to be a 
strong, resilient, respectful, and 
humble Comanche woman. I love 
being Comanche and my culture. 
I am an avid beadworker, and I 
enjoy making regalia for my fam-
ily and myself. I recently began 
learning how to sew and have 
been focusing on learning how 
to make my dresses and ribbon 
skirts,” said Steinmeyer.  “Every 
Thursday I attend Comanche lan-
guage classes in Oklahoma City 
at the Comanche Nation Outreach 
office. Spending this time with 
Sam and the ladies of the class has 
been a real blessing in my life.” 
 She, and her family, are 
members of both the Comanche 
Reformed Church in Lawton, 
Okla. and of Norman First Ameri-
can Methodist church of Norman, 
Okla.

STEINMEYER
Continued from Page 1
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Use pass codes for your devices
● Help keep your apps, accounts and personal information protected by 
using pass codes.  
● Use pass codes on all your devices like personal cell phones, laptops, 
and desktop computers.

Create strong& unique passwords for online accounts & devices.
● Use different login credentials on all your accounts.  
● If you have numerous online accounts then consider a password 
manager such as www.lastpass.com to help keep track of your passwords. 

          Beware using Free Wi-fi
● Most free public wifi networks don’t offer much when it comes to 
security. 
● Avoid logging in to bank accounts and entering credit card informa-
tion using free Wi-fi.

Limit what you share on social  media.
● Sharing too much on social media may put your personal information 
in the wrong hands
●  Limit amount of people who can see you your post by changing 
privacy settings.

Close unused accounts.
● Hackers may be able to have access to personal information that is 
tied to unused accounts.

I.T.’s Helpful Tips to Protect Personal Information 

November 15, 2018

 Its been 23 weeks, 162 days of waiting for a runoff 
of Election 2018. The Comanche Nation Appellate Court 
upheld our Common Law and our fifty one (51) year old 
Comanche Nation Constitution. The runoff is set to com-
mence on January 12, 2019. Please count your authority as 
the Tribal Council and vote.

 I’m overjoyed to announce another banner year 
in Gaming. The $1727 Per Capita was the biggest in our 
thirteen year history of adopting a Revenue Allocation Plan 
(RAP). Comanche Nation Elders please be ready for your 
Elder disbursement to be held on Friday, December 14, 
2018. The Great Plains Coliseum will be the location for the, 
“Elders Christmas.” The event starts at 10:00 am, Christmas 
meal starts at 11:30 am.

Where do we go from here? Currently, we’ve been engaged 
to:

1. Bring two (2) new Gaming venues to keep pace with 
our Population.

2. Creation of a three (3) member New Business team.

3. Possibility of purchase, Lawton Monument.

4. A long overdue Event Center in Lawton.

5. 5.5 acres at Fort Sill Indian School has been ap-
proved by the 9 member KCA land use committee for the 
Comanche Acadamey (charter school).

6. The opening of Comanche Housing at its East Gore 
Plaza location.

 We, the Nation need to hold at least two (2) Special 
Tribal Council meetings to uphold passed Resolutions of 
2018 annual meeting. 1. Is the Tribal Council approval to 
allocate monies for enrollment audit. 2. Is the Tribal Council 
approval of Secretarial Election for new qualifications to be 
placed in Constitution. 3. Is the information, direction and 
full business plans for two (2) new Gaming venues.

 Work and more work is needed, Information and 
more information is needed, trust and more trust has to be 
mandatory. I hope we all can attest that our number one goal 
for our Great Nation is to progress and set goals each and 
every year to Sustain the Comanche Nation for the next fifty 
(50) years.

 I’m wishing each and every one a blessed time of 
thankfulness, togetherness, and cheer without fear. May 
this Christmas and New Year bring us back to brotherhood, 
sisterhood and Nationhood. Check on your Elders, pray with 
those in mourn, be good to yourself.

 May “Tah Ahpu” continually Bless our Comanche 
Nation. Merry Christmas and may your New Year be filled 
with promise and positivity.

Chairman William Nelson, Sr.

CHAIRMAN NELSON 
ADDRESSES THE NATION

COMANCHE FAIR BOARD OFFICERS. Congratulations to the 
newly elected Comanche Nation Fair Officers, who were voted in No-
vember 13, at the Comanche Nation Complex. They will serve two-
years terms. From bottom left: Summer Pequeno - Assistant Treasur-
er; BJ Anderson- Secretary; Fred Codynah Jr.- President. From top 
left: Casey McCarthy- Treasurer; Rodney Parker- Vice President; 
and June Kester-Public Relations. 

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

CULTURAL DANCES. Bill Volker, second from right, in conjunction with the SIA Pro-
gram, hosted a “Return to Traditions,” gathering, October 27-28, in Cyril, Okla. Dances 
such as the Brush Dance, Gourd Dance, Buffalo Dance, Scalp Dance, and Victory Dance, 
were performed. Early 1900 traditional regalia was requested to be worn, and following 
the dances, a meal followed. 

a pedagogy of resistance that can be 
applied across disciplines: Insurgent 
Research (Decolonizing Methodolo-
gies), Tribal Critical Race Theory, 
Indigenous Ways of Knowing, Red 
Power, Culturally Responsive Teach-
ing Indigenous Students, Power & 
Knowledge, Self-determination Sus-
tainability, and the Politics of Indige-
neity. He is on the Executive Com-
mittee for the newly created School 
of Gender, Race and Nations at PSU.
 Pewewardy and his Design 
team are planning a Community 
meeting for suggestions and feed-
back from 6:30 p.m. to 9 p.m., on 
December 20 inside the New Confer-
ence room located at the Comanche 
Nation Headquarters. 

CHARTER 
SCHOOL
Continued from Page 1

DIVORCE?
WRITS?

WILLS/CODICILS?
ATTESTATIONS?

Notary Services
Packets/citations typed and prepared for Native Americans 

for issuance through BIA Court of Indian Offenses.
  (Additional BIA filing fees due at time of documentation)   

REASONABLE PREP FEES
Contact: Jewell Laurenzana Tieyah
  (580) 678-2052 or (580) 492-5455



Pia Utsu?i Mua (December) 2018                                                                                       5                                                                                                The Comanche Nation News

COURT
continued from page 1

Gaming Regulatory Act 30 years ago, 
these advantages have proved cru-
cial.
 In a modern Oklahoma lands 
rush, the Five were quick to secure 
dozens of trust agreements, allowing 
them to open casinos at choice loca-
tions with minimal federal review. 
This gives then a 70 percent mar-
ket share today and insurmountable 
lead over the Plains tribes, left more 
isolated in the west and subject to a 
tougher regulatory regime.
 “I think it is the greatest eco-
nomic fraud visited upon the Plains 
tribes since the allotment period of 
the late 19th Century,” said Rich-
ard Grellner, the lead attorney in the 
Comanche lawsuit. “I don’t like the 
word fraud but fraud is what it was. I 
think their economic opportunity was 
taken away.”
 No one moved faster than 
the Chickasaw, who now boast 22 
casino properties in Oklahoma and 
net gaming revenues near $1.4 bil-
lion last year. The tribe’s annual 2017 
progress report listed over $3 billion 
in assets, a tenfold increase since 
2003 and one that includes hotels, a 
championship golf course and two 
horse tracks. 
 This wealth has funded 
valuable social and housing initia-
tives to assist the tribe’s members. 
But those programs absorb less than 
half of total revenues, leaving large 
annual surpluses to build a political 
and gaming powerhouse.
 Millions of dollars go to out-
of-state campaign donations and lob-
byist fees in Washington and Austin, 
where the Chickasaw have cultivated 
close ties with Gov. Greg Abbott’s 
political camp. Inside Oklahoma, 
the lines blur between itself and the 
Las Vegas companies leasing gaming 
machines to poorer tribes. And the 
Chickasaw subsidiary, Global Gam-
ing Solutions, has become a national 
player, partnering in gaming projects 
on both coasts, most recently on Mar-
tha’s Vineyard.
 “Everything we have done 
is lawful,” said Stephen Greetham, 
senior counsel for the Chickasaw 
Nation. “And more importantly was 
the act of a tribal government acting 
within its own sovereign boundar-
ies.”
 “You know what the Chick-
asaw owned 118 years ago? All of 
South Central Oklahoma and it was 
taken away. These tribes lost every-
thing,” he said. “There is very much 
a desire to tenaciously work to pro-
tect this treaty homeland so the next 
generation of Chickasaws can have a 
foundation.”
 Nonetheless, the west-
ward expansion of the Chickasaw is 
plainly a worry for the poorer Plains 
tribes, who occupied much the same 
territory prior to Washington assign-
ing the lands to the Chickasaw in 
1855.
 The increased competition 
for the Texas market poses a threat 
to the smaller gaming operations on 
which tribes like the Comanche and 
Apache depend for revenues. Yet 
Washington shows no sign of trying 
to mitigate these inequities. Instead, 
POLITICO found the opposite: an al-
most “hide-the-ball” approach to ri-
vals like the Comanche and no mean-
ingful consultation with top state 
officials.
 “It’s just gotten to the point 
of crazy,” said Steven Mullins, for-
mer general counsel to Oklahoma 
Gov. Mary Fallin. 
 The issue came to a head 
for the Comanche when Interior ap-
proved the new casino on property 
purchased just four years before by 
the Chickasaw in Jefferson County.
 The 30.5 acre site is 127 
miles southwest of the Chickasaw 
headquarters in Ada, Oklahoma. But 
it butts up against ancestral lands 
and individual allotments of the Co-
manche. In fact, it’s so far west that 
it jumps over historic markers more 
than 10 miles to the east, where the 
Comanche were fighting the Spanish 
on the Red River before the Chicka-
saw came to Oklahoma.
 Yet for all this history, the 
Comanche are not even mentioned in 
the 18-page record-of-decision filed 
by Interior.

 “That’s the mystery of it all, 
the fact that there wasn’t any discus-
sion,” said Jimmy Arterberry, a Co-
manche leader with a background in 
historic preservation. 
 What’s more, the Oklahoma 
Archeological Survey, which assists 
Oklahoma’s historic preservation ef-
forts, twice warned the Chickasaw in 
the run-up to the casino project that 
they were obliged under federal law 
to consult with other “Native Ameri-
can tribes/groups to identify any con-
cerns they may have pertaining to 
this undertaking.”
 Those letters in 2012 and 
2013 were recovered by POLITICO 
along with one from Mullins in Octo-
ber 2015, when he was still the gov-
ernor’s counsel. 
 Addressed to the Bureau of 
Indian Affairs [BIA], Mullins’ letter 
outlined the state of Oklahoma’s ob-
jections to the casino and specifically 
expressed concern that smaller tribes 
could be hurt economically. But the 
BIA quickly dismissed these fears, 
even as it went on to conclude the 
opposite: that the Chickasaw risked 
losing “needed services” without the 
revenues from the new casino.
 To be sure, most Native 
American tribes have unmet needs 
for their people. But the govern-
ment’s math is striking for what’s left 
out. Interior does not account for the 
fact that even without the new casino, 
the Chickasaw’s annual gaming reve-
nues were already ten times those for 
the Comanche. Moreover, the Chick-
asaw’s 2017 financial report showed 
it had finished the prior year with a 
surplus of almost $200 million more 
than double the $93 million in antici-
pated cuts to tribal programs listed by 
the government.
 Most telling is the tone of 
the April 2016 BIA regional report 
on the project, released under the 
Freedom of Information Act. The Ar-
cheological Survey gets no mention. 
Mullins’ letter is written off as “spec-
ulative and lacking in any supporting 
evidence.” The BIA even mockingly 
puts his “could” that smaller tribes 
could be hurt in italics.
 “I noticed that,” Mullins 
said, when shown the document. 
“They never came back and said, ̀ can 
we have some proof?’ I would have 
been happy to talk to them about it.”
“I am not anti-Indian. We have 38 
tribes in Oklahoma and we wanted to 
make sure each of the tribes had eco-
nomic sustainability,” Mullins said. 
“Indian gaming is very limited by 
geographic location. You can stran-
gle the opportunity of the very small 
tribes at times by not really balancing 
those kind of economic interests.” 
 The Comanche received 
worse treatment: The tribe was ig-
nored in the federal review and then 
left in the dark by Washington for six 
months after the decision to green-
light the neighboring casino.
 Interior signed off on the 
project on the very last day of the 
Obama administration in January 
2017, but no public notice was pub-
lished in the Federal Register until 
mid-July. The delay was ostensibly to 
allow the new Trump Administration 
time to review the matter. But no one 
asked the Chickasaw to pause while 
this was being done. 
 Instead, the tribe broke 
ground in May and POLITICO found 
documents showing the Chickasaw 
had already filed a facility license 
notice with the National Indian Gam-
ing Commission in June, more than 
a month before Interior’s decision 
finally became public in the Federal 
Register.
 Government attorneys have 
since argued that the Comanche had 
some warning in that legal notices 
were published in the spring of 2016, 
inviting public comment on an ab-
breviated environmental review of 
the casino to satisfy the National En-
vironmental Protection Act [NEPA].
 A closer look, however, 
shows that the ads ran in just two 
newspapers, one of which is head-
quartered in Ada and scarcely read by 
the Comanche. The second, the Clay 
County Leader, circulates in parts of 
Jefferson County but is a modest bor-
der weekly  based in Texas, not Okla-
homa.

 NEPA requires a “diligent” 
effort to involve the public. The re-
cord shows no public comment from 
anyone in the 30-day review period.
Moreover, once approval was secure, 
the Chickasaw soon began making 
changes in the size and layout of the 
casino, raising questions as to how 
accurate their presentation was in the 
first place. 
 The number of gaming ma-
chines on the site quickly jumped by 
20 percent from what had been de-
scribed in the environmental assess-
ment. Two large waste water lagoons 
shown on the northern side of the 
casino and away from the Red River 
ended up well to the south and closer 
to the river.
 Apart from the potential 
environmental impact, the revised 
design mirrors one used before on a 
much larger Chickasaw casino and 
hotel project, the Comanche say. 
Their fear is that the change was 
done to make it easier to expand on 
the Red River site and the casino will 
next grow into a resort hotel for gam-
blers driving up from Fort Worth.
 All this is grist for the Co-
manche’s legal challenge, an uphill 
fight but one that raises two basic 
questions of fairness.
 The first has to do with ad-
ministrative flaws in Interior’s ap-
proval process: the failure to consult 
and give timely notice, for example, 
and the accuracy of the review under 
NEPA. The second goes to the more 
complicated question of how Interior 
has applied a rifle shot exemption for 
Oklahoma’s tribes in the 1988 gam-
ing act.
 As a rule, Congress sought 
under that act to restrain any expan-
sion of gaming beyond what were 
recognized “Indian lands” at the time 
of its enactment. But Oklahoma’s 
history demanded some leeway since 
its tribes had been so trampled in the 
rush to construct a new 20th-century 
state from what had been free-stand-
ing Oklahoma and Indian territories.
The compromise was to effectively 
exempt Oklahoma’s tribes from the 
October 1988 cutoff if the lands, “af-
ter acquired” into trust, fell within 
the boundaries of their former reser-
vation. The goal was to create a level 
playing field. But the Comanche ar-
gue that as implemented by Interior, 
tribes like the Chickasaw end up hav-
ing an advantage over out-of-state 
reservation tribes.
 The sheer size of the Okla-
homa exception covering millions of 
acres poses an administrative chal-
lenge. On top of which, the 1988 
gaming act requires that before a 
casino is allowed, a tribe must also 
show it has jurisdiction and govern-
mental powers over the site.
 As the Chickasaw expand 
its gaming empire west, these claims 
of jurisdiction have gotten thinner 
and become more of a flash point.
 In 2006, the BIA seemed 
to offer some guidance when it cir-
culated a draft rule which defined 
“former reservation” lands under the 
Oklahoma exception as those that are 
“within the jurisdiction of an Okla-
homa tribe and that are within the 
boundaries of the last reservation for 
that tribe in Oklahoma.” But after the 
Apache seized on this point to try to 
block an earlier Chickasaw casino in 
the Chisholm corridor, the jurisdic-
tion portion was dropped without ex-
planation and the casino approved.
 The new Red River casi-
no, dubbed RiverStar, is within the 
boundaries set out in the 1855 treaty. 
But when those Chickasaw lands 
were allotted more than a century 
ago, records show this piece went to 
a member of another tribe, the Choc-
taw. And much as the Chickasaw 
point to a significant tribal presence 
up US 81 in Duncan, Oklahoma, 
that’s about 40 miles to the north and 
in another county.
 To get to “yes” on the River-
Star, the Comanche say, Interior had 
to bend the Indian Gaming Regula-
tory Act so far that it broke the law.
Justice Department attorneys, de-
fending Interior in court filings, an-
swer that the department used a legit-
imate two-step process to get around 
this problem.
 The first step was based on 

authorities given to the Interior De-
partment under the Indian Reorgani-
zation Act of 1934, long before Indi-
an gaming became an issue. Billed as 
a “New Deal” for Native Americans, 
the reorganization act empowered In-
terior to acquire lands into trust for 
tribes to promote their sovereignty. 
By doing so for the Chickasaw in this 
case, the government argues, Interior 
established a claim of jurisdiction for 
the site, and could therefore approve 
gaming under the Indian Gaming 
Regulatory Act.
 “IGRA requires that a tribe 
have governmental jurisdiction over 
a parcel before it may conduct gam-
ing on that parcel,” reads a Justice 
brief for the appeals court. “How-
ever, IGRA contains no requirement 
in that a tribe have governmental 
jurisdiction over a parcel before that 
parcel may be taken into trust.” Bot-
tom line, the government says: the 
Comanche’s suits errs in that it “con-
flates” the Indian reorganization and 
gaming regulatory acts, two separate 
statutes with separate requirements. 
 Yet as a practical matter, the 
two-step approval of RiverStar was 
conflated itself. Both decisions were 
executed in a single document with a 
single signature on a single day. 
 Supreme Court justices have 
been skeptical in the past of how real 
this separation is. In the same 2012 
decision which opened the door for 
the Comanche lawsuit, the late An-
tonin Scalia and Justice Elena Kagan 
challenged the notion that when the 
government acquires land into trust 
with the sole intent of then approving 
Indian gaming on the property, it’s 
two truly independent actions. 
 “That strikes me as artifi-
cial,” Kagan said in oral arguments. 
“The government doesn’t acquire 
this land with no object in mind.”
Grellner, the Comanche’s attorney, 
said the reorganization act also rec-
ognized that the whole concept of 
what constituted a 19th Century res-
ervation could never be as pure after 
the allotment era. He pointed to the 
fact that Section 5 of the act, autho-
rizing the new trust powers, speaks of 
acquiring lands “within and without” 
reservations.
 “Within the reservation pre-
sumes there are areas within that res-
ervation where there is no jurisdic-
tion,” Grellner said. “A 19th Century 
reservation that was then opened to 
an allotment wasn’t necessarily In-
dian Country anymore.”
 Even as the Comanche chal-
lenge has moved through the courts, 
it was striking to see the definition of 
“Indian lands” resurface in Congress 
this year on a very different subject 
than the Indian Gaming Regula-
tory Act, but one also involving the 
Chickasaw exercising its power.
 The immediate issue was 
whether lawmakers should prevent 
the National Labor Relations Board 
from claiming jurisdiction over the 
thousands of employees now at tribal 
casinos. The definition of “Indian 
lands” from which the labor relations 

agency would be excluded from was 
very broad when it came to Oklaho-
ma. The phrasing closely tracked that 
of the gaming regulatory act exemp-
tion, only applying to something big-
ger: the entire National Labor Rela-
tions Act.
 The Chickasaw spent heav-
ily on a lobbying for the measure, 
billed as the Tribal Labor Sover-
eignty Act. Their biggest asset in 
Congress, Rep. Tom Cole, a well-
respected Oklahoma Republican of 
Chickasaw heritage, helped move the 
proposal toward a showdown Senate 
vote in April.
 Cole did so from his perch 
on the House Rules Committee, 
where he put together a package that 
added the sovereignty bill which had 
already passed the House to a non-
controversial Senate-passed bill for 
an Apache tribe water settlement in 
Arizona. 
 Cole told POLITICO that 
he had no “Machiavellian” intent and 
was simply trying to advance a bill 
supported by many Native Ameri-
cans in addition to the Chickasaw. 
But Sen. Jeff Flake (R-Ariz.), the 
chief sponsor of the Apache water 
measure, said he was completely 
caught off guard. In an added twist, 
Cole threw in a third Pueblo Indian 
bill important to Southwest Demo-
crats whose votes were wanted in the 
Senate to overcome labor’s opposi-
tion to the NLRB rollback.
 Quickly passed by the 
House in January and sent back to the 
Senate, the three-bill package gave 
the Republican leadership there a 
ready vehicle to force a vote on the 
labor regulation issue, which was a 
priority also for the U.S. Chamber of 
Commerce. The Apache and Pueblo 
bills were simply caught in the grind-
er, and the Apache paid a price when 
the package died in April after falling 
short of the 60 votes needed to cut off 
debate.
 In an interview, Cole said 
he had no role in writing the sov-
ereignty bill and adamantly denied 
any connection with the Comanche 
challenge. As counsel to the tribe, 
Greetham said there was no factual 
basis for “the theory that folks have 
suggested, that the Chickasaw Nation 
worked to have language put into 
the tribal sovereignty act to bolster 
their position” with respect to the 
prior government approvals and trust 
agreements underpinning the Na-
tion’s casinos.
 But heading for Denver, 
Grellner is skeptical. And at a mini-
mum the exemption from the labor 
relations act would have been huge 
for the Chickasaw, covering a wide 
swath of Oklahoma and including not 
just their casinos but any commercial 
tribal enterprise within the old reser-
vation boundaries.
 “Like Oklahoma history, 
it’s actually been a brilliant scheme,” 
Grellner said. “The ironies would be 
amusing if the effects weren’t so dev-
astating.”
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Programs

From the 
Comanche Nation 
Education Center:  

Any person, program 
or organization want-
ing to rent the audi-
torium at the Coman-
che Nation Education 
Center, must have a 
completed application 
and deposit, two weeks 
prior to their event.
 For more infor-
mation contact:  The 
Comanche Nation 
Education Center at 
(580) 591-0203.

Department of
Transportation Meers-
Porter Hill Road in the 

Works
 The Comanche Nation 
Transportation is in an agreement 
with Comanche County District No. 
3, under the direction of the County 
Commissioner, Don Hawthorne this 
project is the Meers-Porter Hill Road, 
is in the works now it’s consisting 
of 2” asphalt overlay of roadway 
to make a better roadway for  tribal 
members to travel to and from their 
homes.  This will benefit all who 
travel the roadway in this area, so 
these road ways will be safer to travel 
on for  tribal members and the com-
munities. 
 Comanche Nation Trans-
portation is still working with area 
school districts to improve their 
streets to make it better and safer for 
native children and the communities.
 All of the roadways that 
the Comanche Nation Department 
of Transportation has done this year 
have made a lot of improvements in 
numbers of counties, we would like 
to thank all of County Commission-
ers that came to us and asked for help
to make better roads for tribal mem-
bers and communities.  
 The Comanche Nation De-
partment of Transportation would 
like to wish everyone A Merry 
Christmas and Happy New Year, 
safe travels for tribal members on the 
roadways thoughout the Holidays.
 Comanche Nation Depart-
ment of Transportation’s motto is 
“Paving the way and providing a 
more safe and effective way of trav-
el.”

Museum Participates 
in Fourth Annual 
Red Earth Art Center 

Treefest

Comanche Nation Higher Education Host Parent/Student Night
Parents and high school Jr. and Sr. students gather together for college

 information  

 The Comanche Nation De-
partment of Higher Education hosted 
their Parent Information Night on 
November 7, at Watchetaker Hall. All 
Native American students and their 
parents were invited. Over 80 attend-
ees were present and the livestream 
had over 800 views! The Information 
Night event is designed to expose 
students and their parents to helpful 
resources and assist in the college 
readiness of our Native students. 
Event topics included financial aid, 
applying for the FAFSA, navigating 
scholarship websites, and briefly go-
ing over the services Higher Educa-
tion provides such as the Scholarship 
program, Job Placement & Training, 
Acellus tutoring, Adult Education, 
Short-term training, and GED cours-
es.  The college experience as fresh-

man students was also discussed, 
which comprised of writing essays, 
tips for resumes and cover letters, 
campus life and student organiza-
tions, building professional relation-
ships, letters of recommendations, 
and campus resources like tutoring, 
writing centers, career services, and 
student wellness centers. In addition 
to the informative sessions put on by 
the Comanche Nation Higher Educa-
tion staff, Theresa Shaklee and Letha 
Huddleston from the Oklahoma Col-
lege Assistance Program joined the 
Information Night to share OCAP’s 
Okcollegestart website and the re-
sources that their program provides. 
Recruiters from Cameron Univer-
sity were in attendance as well as the 
Sydney Prince, the President of Cam-
eron University’s Native American 

Student Association organization.
 Higher Education now of-
fers a Tutoring Program through 
Acellus. It is an online accredited 
program that users can access across 
the world, as long as they have con-
nection to the internet! Acellus can be 
downloaded to your phone, laptop, 
ipad. After-school tutoring will also 
be provided on Tuesdays and Thurs-
days from 5-7 p.m. for grades K-6th. 
These services are currently offered 
to Comanche tribal students only, but 
it is growing across SW Oklahoma! If 
you have any questions, please con-
tact Jackie Holder at Jackie.holder@
comanchenation.com or by calling 
us at (580) 492-3363. Referral forms 
and Acellus applications can be pro-
vided upon request.

Photo by Paula Karty/ News Staff

High school students along with their parents taking notes while listening to speakers talking about available 
resources for their college future.

 The Comanche Nation-
al Museum and Cultural Center 
(CNMCC) is participating in the 
fourth annual Treefest presented by 
the Red Earth Art Center in Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma.  The event, 
which celebrates the Christmas sea-
son with a decidedly Native twist, 
features Christmas trees decorated 
by 20 of Oklahoma’s 39 Native 
tribes.  Each tree is adorned with 
handmade ornaments and art objects 
made to highlight each distinctive 
tribal culture. The exhibition shows 
the diverse Native cultures that make 
Oklahoma Unique.  

 The Comanche Nation 
tree was designed and created by 
CNMCC employee Michelle Timbo.  

Red Earth Treefest is free and open to 
the public through January 4, 2019.  
The Red Art Center is located at 6 
Santa Fe Plaza, on the north side of 
the Cox Convention Center in down-
town Oklahoma City.       

 Unmasking the Truth:  
This History of the Comanche Lan-
guage, is currently on exhibit in the 
CNMCC gallery.  The exhibition 
examines the tribe’s language, past, 
present and future.  Included in this 
exhibit are eight bronze “life-mask” 

castings of Comanches that were 
held at Fort Marion, Florida nearly 
150 years ago.  The casts are on loan 
from Harvard University’s Peabody 
Museum in Cambridge, Massachu-
setts.  The exhibit is on display until 
August 31, 2019.   

 CNMCC is located at 701 
NW Ferris Avenue in Lawton.  Hours 
of operation are Monday – Friday 
from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m.  Admission is 
free.

 Holidays for those incarcer-
ated and their loved ones can be an 
extremely difficult time. Separation 
can cause anxiety, depression, and 
overwhelming financial, physical, 
and mental stress for all those affected 
by the situation. Remember that you 
are not alone and confusion, anger, 
and frustration are normal feelings. 
When you find yourself experiencing 
negative feelings and emotions try 
these simple tips to help you cope:
• Take some deep breaths – Deep 

breathing can help slow your 
heart beat and lower blood pres-
sure, diminishing the negative 
effects of the stressful emotion.

• Exercise or take a walk – Exer-
cise will not only help your over-
all health, but it is a great way to 
instantly improve your mood.

• Do something you enjoy – Read 
a book, watch a funny movie, 
call a friend, or practice a favor-
ite hobby. Hobbies are a great 
way to cope with negative emo-
tions. 

• Remind yourself that this too 
shall pass – Change will come 
eventually. Recognize the con-
trol negative emotions have on 
you, and release that power to 
return to a calm state of mind.

 Keep in contact with loved 
ones, as much as possible, through 
letters and phone calls and remind 
yourselves that you are Warriors.

Reintegration Reminds 
Everyone to Keep in 

Touch With Loved Ones 
During the Holidays

 The Comanche Nation 
Grants Department has been busy re-
searching and assessing the potential 
of several different projects.  These 
projects include:
• Agricultural production and dis-

tribution interests
• Elder abuse
• Housing options for elders
• Building capacity to manage en-

ergy resources

Grants Department Have 
Researched and Assesed 

Different Projects

Dallas Outreach Attends 
American Heritage Day

 “The Urban Inter-Tribal 
Center of Texas hosted their annual 
Fall Festival on October 27. The fes-
tival included various Games, Prizes, 
Bounce House, Face Painting, Hot 
Dogs, Cake Walk, Costume Contest 
and a Butterfly Release. 
 The Comanche Nation Dal-
las Outreach volunteered, and ren-
dered a prayer song during the but-
terfly release in honor of the late Dr, 
Rodney Stapp whom was a Coman-
che Tribal Member.”   

Courtesy Photo

• Language preservation 
• Reintegration
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Programs
Transit Announces Hours 

for the Month of December

 The Comanche Nation 
Transit Department will observe the 
following days as holidays during the 
month of December:
 Monday, December 24th for 
Christmas Eve and Tuesday, Decem-
ber 25th for Christmas Day.
 The office will be closed 
for business on these dates. We ask 
all our customers plan accordingly 
during holiday hours. Transit depart-
ment would like to wish you and your 
loves ones a safe and happy holiday 
season.

 December 17 is the next 
day to schedule appointments for the 
month of January.
 The Comanche Nation Op-
tometry set a booth up for the Day 
Care kids to come by and receive 
treats for Halloween.
 They will have four days 
for appointments in December, they 
have December 12 set aside for the 
“Cache Day” The Cache students 
will come and have their eyes exam-
ined and Optometry will assist them 
with picking out eyeglasses.  
 Just a reminder: Optometry 
accepts money orders only for con-
tact lens orders and they order every 
Friday.

 Also they accept money or-
ders, debt/credit cards for eyeglass 
orders
 Modern eyes warranty:  for 
one (1) full year if you break your 
eyeglasses bring back all the pieces 
and they will give you the same 
frame at no cost.
 They do not warranty:  
LOST, STOLEN, DOG CHEWS OR 
SUPER GLUE. 
 For more information con-
tact Optometry at (580) 699-5386.

Photo by Paula Karty/News Staff

A WALK FOR AWARENESS!!! The Comanche Nation Diabetes Awareness Program kicked off National 
Diabetes Month with a walk on November 1, at the Comanche Nation Complex.  The international sym-
bol for diabetes was the inspiration for the walk.  Even though the weather was brisk that morning many 
walkers  came out to show their support, said Marilyn Figueroa, Director of the Diabetes Program.  This 
was the program’s first walk and they would like to thank those individuals who made the walk a success.

Comanche Elder Safety Fair 

 On October 24, the Comanche Nation Injury Prevention and Social Service departments spon-
sored the Elder’s Safety Fair and Senior Olympics in Watchetaker Hall, located at the tribal headquar-
ters. Special guest speakers from IHS and Comanche Law Enforcement talked to the attending guest 
about the importances of health and safety among elders. Seniors and guest were able to go to tribal 
department booths to pick up additional information and were provided a meal. Angelena Ortiz from 
the Comanche Nation Fitness Center ended with a chair aerobics warm-up before the Senior Olympics 
started.

Elder Olympics

Winners

Lynna Rosario
1st-Bowling

Gwen Brinkman
2nd- Basketball Throw

Beverly Isaac
1st- Basketball Throw

1st-Grocery Toss

Sandra T
1st- Paper Crunch

2nd- Archery

Betty Luna 
1st- Archery

Tina Valdez
2nd- Grocery Toss

Florence RedElk
2nd-Paper Crunch

2nd- Bowling

Diabetes Awareness Program
 The Comanche Nation 
Diabetes Awareness Program has 
scheduled Community Outreach 
Meetings for tribal members in 
the surrounding areas.                        

Cache: December 5, 11:30 
- 12:45, Marie Snyder Build-
ing, 101 S. 7th, Cache, Okla.                                                     
Walters:  December 13, 11:30 - 
12:45, Comanche Nation Walters 
Community Building, Walters, 
Okla.                                              

 Health Screenings and 
Lunch will be provided.  Every-
one is invited to attend.  The Co-
manche Nation Diabetes Program 
welcomes all suggestions and 
commets concerning the Diabetes 
Program.

 For more information 
contact the Comanche Nation 
Diabetes Program at (580) 280-
4674.

                               
 

We are recruiting for qualified Comanche Tribal Members to join us in working at our Fort  
Sill, Tinker and Altus military bases in Oklahoma.  We also are hiring at our Corporate  
Office in OKC, Little Rock, Arkansas as well as Albuquerque, New Mexico and Tucson,  
Arizona. 
                         You can review the job openings we currently have available at: 
                              www.comanchenationconstruction.com and apply on-line. 

 
 Please contact Angela Payne-Parks with any questions you may have regarding our    
job openings at (405) 302-4804 or email at aparks@comanchenationenterprises.com.  
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Military News
Submitted by Lanny Asepermy/CIVA

Bob T. Plata

Bob reading TCNN to Mr. Plata
Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo

Bob at CIVA meeting with Coman-
che Veterans hat and T-shirt
 Bob T. Plata is a member of 
the Comanche Indian Veterans Asso-
ciation. He was given to the late Jo-
seph R. Plata during a hospital visit 
at the OU Medical Center on Septem-
ber 26, by Roger and Linda Tehauno 
on behalf of the CIVA. 
 Bob is a stuffed Panda Bear 
that was at Plata’s side until his pass-
ing on October 18. Bob provided 
comfort to Plata throughout hospital 
stay. 
 His parents are Roger and 
Tehauno – his middle initial T is for 
Tehauno. Bob was promoted to Pri-
vate E-2 at the November meeting of 
the CIVA.

CIVA Activities

George Red Elk, the son of Code 
Talker Roderick Red Elk, render-
ing a salute as the Colors are pre-
sented – the colors are being pre-
sented from front to rear by Roger 
and Linda Tehauno; Clifford and 
Cheryl Takawana, Shelley Aseper-
my and Nona Gail Mihecoby.

Courtesy photo

Courtesy photo

Lanny Asepermy presenting the 
history of the Code Talkers.

 On October 15, seven veter-
ans and six Auxiliary members pro-
vided the Color Guard and assisted 
with the dedication of the Comanche 
Code Talker Memorial at the Coman-
che Community Center in Walters. 
Due to inclement weather the dedi-
cation was moved from the Walters 
Cemetery – the 5 ½’ x 2 ½’ grey gran-
ite Memorial is located at the Walters 
Cemetery Veterans Circle of Honor. 
 A crowd of about 100 peo-
ple attended the dedication including 
many descendents of the Code Talk-
ers. Two members of the Wellington 
Mihecoby family, from New Mexico, 
and the widow of Ralph Wahnee, 
from South Carolina, came great dis-
tances to attend the dedication. 
 John David Wahnee gave 
the welcome, Lanny Asepermy pro-
vided the history of the Code Talkers, 
Comanche Nation Chairman, Wil-
liam Nelson and the Mayor of Wal-

ters, Roberta Ellis, made remarks and 
former Chairman, Wallace Coffey 
was the Keynote Speaker.
 Large Code Talker poster 
displays were provided, at the dedi-
cation site, by CIVA Secretary Clif-
ford Takawana, Berky Monoessy 
provided the drum. A photographic 
unveiling of the memorial was pro-
vided by the Comanche IT Depart-
ment. The dedication was concluded 
with a meal provided by Wahnee.

Courtesy photo

In the background from left the 
right are Ron Mahsetky, Lanny 
Asepermy, George and Fran Red 
Elk and Shelley Asepermy with 
members of the “Red” Quetone 
family at the Saddle Mountain 
Cemetery. (Quetone’s wife and 
sons are in the center of the photo)
 The CIVA provided a con-
crete marker slab (for flat bronze mil-
itary burial markers) to the family of 
Richard “Red” Quetone at the Saddle 
Mountain Cemetery on October 20. 
 Former Commanders 
George Red Elk (and wife Fran) and 
Ron Mahsetky along with Lanny and 
Shelley Asepermy and the widow 
(Shirley) and sons of Quetone were 
present for the ceremony. Also at-
tending were four other family mem-
bers. 
 A meal was shared after the 
placement. Quetone and his wife, 
Shirley, participated in many CIVA 
activities over the years. He passed 
away on April 19. 

Courtesy photo

Jerry Bennett on far right with 
brothers Jesse, Louis and Coy (sit-

ting)
 On October 22 the Coman-
che Nation Funeral Home notified 
the CIVA about the passing of Jerry 
Bennett at his home in St George, 
Utah, on October 16. 
 In the September edition of 
TCNN a news release was published 
about Jerry and his six brothers that 
served in the military. They are the 
sons of the late Thomas and Mary 
Pahcoddy. All seven of the brothers 
that served in the military are now 
deceased. Two other brothers, Jesse 
and Louis Bennett, who did not serve 
in the military, are alive. 
 Bennett served in the Navy 
from July 3, 1952 to September 2 
1955 earning the rank of Airman 
Third Class. He served at the Naval 
Training Center San Diego, Cali.; 
Naval Air Station Port Island, Cali.; 
Naval Air Station, Alameda, Cali., 
Naval Air Station, Barbers Point, Ha-
waii; and Moffett Field, Cali. Bennett 
served with the Naval Air Transporta-
tion VR-2; VR-5; and VR-21 includ-
ing missions to Guam, the Philippine 
Islands and Japan in direct support of 
the Korean War. 
 His awards include the 
Good Conduct and National Defense 
Service medals. He was one of fifteen 
living Korean War or Korean War era 
veterans alive. 
 Bennett was born on Sep-
tember 24, 1934 and was 84 years 
old. He was cremated and there were 
no funeral or memorial service per 
his request to his widow, Joyce.

The casket flag of Joseph Plata dis-
played prior to the firing squad 
volley by the Comanche Nation 
Police Department and “Taps” by 
Lanny Asepermy.

Courtesy photo

 Losing one of our active 
members is very difficult – CIVA 
Sergeant at Arms and Bugler Joseph 
Rivas Plata passed away on October 
18, at the OU Medical Center after 
26 days of hospitalization. He was 69 
years old. 
 The Army and CIVA pro-
vided the funeral detail on October 
23, at the Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home. 11 veterans and eight Auxil-
iary members were present – former 
CIVA Commander George Red Elk 
conducted the service and provided 
the devotion and CIVA Chaplain 
Jimmy Caddo delivered the message. 
Comanche Hymns were provided by 
CIVA Vice-Commander Roger Te-
hauno and military honors were pre-
sented by CIVA Co-Historian Lanny 
Asepermy. Plata was cremated (after 
the services) and his ashes will be 
placed at the Fort Sill National Cem-
etery at a later date. 
 SP5 Plata served in the 
Army from 1967-72 earning the rank 
of Specialist Five. He completed Ba-
sic Combat Training at Fort Polk, 
La., and his Advanced Individual 
Training, as a Combat Engineer, at 
Fort Leonard Wood, Mo. 
 SP5 Plata served in Vietnam 
from February, 1969 to March 1970 
– he was wounded on his 7th day 
in Vietnam. He initially served with 
HQs, 31st Engineer Battalion briefly 
and then volunteered to be a Door 
Gunner with the Aviation Assault 
Helicopter Battalion, 1st Cavalry Di-
vision (Airmobile). 
 On August 12, 1969 he was 
decorated for Valor – his citation 
reads in part “For heroism while 
participating in aerial flight in the 
Republic of Vietnam. Upon receiv-
ing a call from a helicopter crew 
downed by enemy fire, SP4 Plata 
volunteered to undertake the haz-
ardous rescue mission. Arriving at 
the crash site, he exposed himself 
to hostile fire while placing suppres-
sive fire on the enemy, allowing the 
wounded personnel too be evacu-
ated to medical facilities.” 
 SP5 Plata also served in Ger-
many. He is one of  28 Comanches 
to earn the Honorary Title of “Numu 
Pukutsi” for heroism in combat and 
one of 62 Comanches decorated with 
the Purple Heart. It is noted that he 
is the great grandson of Comanche 
Warrior and Leader, Tabananika, and 
the nephew of PFC Johnnie Rivas, 
the first Comanche killed in action. 
 His wife, Elizabeth, and 
daughter, Victoria, are members of 
the Auxiliary. They reside in Rush 
Springs. His mother is Mary Rivas 
Plata, a sister of Johnnie Rivas. After 
the service a meal was provided by 
the CIVA Auxiliary at Watchetaker 
Hall. It is noted that after the meal a 
photo album with 440+ photos was 
presented to the widow of the de-
ceased. The photo album was pre-
pared by Vice-Commander Tehauno. 

Courtesy photo

Kevin Pohawpatchoko, Richard 
Sapcutt, Meech Tahsequah, Barba-
ra (Sapcut) Asepermy and Lanny 
Asepermy in the Comanche Veter-
ans Patriot Room.
 On late afternoon October 
26, Lanny Asepermy received a call 
from Meech Tahsequah (the grandson 
and namesake of Fallen Warrior Lt-

Col Meech Tahsequah). He said “I’m 
in Dallas attending a conference and 
scheduled to fly back home (to Cali-
fornia) this evening and changed my 
mind and decided to drive to Coman-
che Country.” Tahsequah also said 
“this will give him the opportunity to 
visit the Veteran Memorials that bear 
his grandfather’s name, (October 27) 
on what would have been my grand-
father’s 100th birthday.” 
 Tahsequah arrived at the 
complex at 10:30 a.m. and was greet-
ed by family members Richard Sap-
cutt and Barbara Sapcut Asepermy 
and CIVA Commander Kevin Po-
hawpatchoko and Lanny Asepermy. 
After his arrival and some visiting 
he was given a tour of Tahsequah 
Garden, the Comanche Veterans Pa-
triot Room, the War Scout Circle of 
Honor and CIVA Court of Honor – 
each memorial bears the name of his 
grandfather. Kenny Looking Glass 
sang a Memorial Song in honor of his 
grandfather while he visited Tahse-
quah Garden for the first time. 
 After the tours Pohawpat-
choko, Asepermy and Sapcutt pre-
sented Tahsequah with the Nation’s 
Combat Service, Numu Wounded 
Warrior and Pukutsi Medallions in 
honor and memory of his grandfa-
ther. Mrs. Asepermy presented him 
with a Comanche flag that once flew 
over the complex. The American and 
Air Force flags, a DVD, Comanche 
stickers and Veterans cup were also 
presented to Tahsequah. 
 After his farewell with his 
visitors, Asepermy took Tahsequah to 
the home of Arvillia (Sapcut) Craig. 
Craig was unable to be at the com-
plex because of medical issues. Her 
father, George Sapcut, helped raise 
his grandfather during his youth. 
Craig remembered his grandfather 
when she was a young girl and talked 
about his grandfather. Prior to depart-
ing the Craig home, Yonevea Sapcut 
(Craig’s sister), gave Tahsequah a ce-
dar blessing.
 Arriving back at the com-
plex Tahsequah and Asepermy bid 
their farewell and he spent some 
“alone” time at Tahsequah Garden 
prior to departing back to Dallas to 
catch his flight. 
 Tahsequah’s father is Gary 
Tahsequah, a twin son of his grandfa-
ther – he passed away in 2011. Tahse-
quah is now 50 years old and recently 
moved from Burbank to Huntington 
Beach, Cali., to be near his mother, 
Andrea. He worked for Disneyland 
for 30 years and is currently em-
ployed with AAA (Roadside Assis-
tance). Tahsequah has a 3 year old 
son, Luke Tahsequah. His only other 
visit to Comanche Country was in 
1994 during the dedication of the War 
Scout Circle of Honor.

Courtesy photo

Comanche Nation Jr. Princess, 
Rita Monessy, and Comanche Na-
tion Princess, Ashleigh DeAnn
Mithlo, leading the Pledge to Alle-
giance before the start of the meet-
ing.
 On November 2, the CIVA 
held their monthly meeting at the Pa-
triot Room. After the opening prayer 
by George Red Elk and pledge to the 
allegiance led by Comanche Nation 
Princess, Ashleigh DeAnn Mithlo 
and Jr. Princess, Rita Monessy. The 
meal was provided by Nona Gail Mi-
hecoby and Cheryl Takawana. After 
the meal before the business ses-
sion Comanche Princess Director, 
Jolene Schonchin, Ashleigh and Rita 
thanked the CIVA for inviting them 
to the meeting. 
 CW4 (Retired) Max 
Rowlett from the Gold Wing Road 

Riders then presented Certificates of 
Appreciation to the CIVA and Lanny 
Asepermy for providing the Color 
Guard and Guest Speaker for their 
2018 Convention held at the Fort Sill 
Apache Hotel/Casino on September 
27.  Cornel Pewewardy also thanked 
the CIVA for providing the Color 
Guard for the Opening Ceremony of 
the Indigenous People Day on Octo-
ber 8.    
 A roll call was conducted 
– 13 veterans, 14 Auxiliary and 17 
guests were present. The October 
minutes, Spoils and Treasurer Re-
ports were approved. Clifford Red 
Elk was elected as the Sergeant at 
Arms by acclamation – he replaces 
the late Joseph R. Plata in that Officer 
position. 
 Final plans for the Coman-
che Task Force presentation on No-
vember 9 and the 42nd Annual CIVA 
Veterans Day Celebration and Pow-
wow on November 11 were finalized. 
 The meeting adjourned at 
8:15 p.m.

Courtesy photo

Vice Commander Roger Tehauno 
carrying the urn of Joseph Plata 
with Richard Sapcutt carrying Bob 
to the alter at the Fort Sill National 
Cemetery.

Courtesy photo

The family of Joseph R. Plata at 
the Fort Sill National Cemetery, 
his 93 year old mother, Mary Rivas 
Plata, is the third from the left, to 
her left are his widow, Elizabeth, 
and his three daughters and son. 
 On a chilly and windy No-
vember 7, eight veterans and eight 
Auxiliary members and the mother, 
widow, 3 daughters, son, and other 
family members attended the inter-
ment services for Joseph R. Plata at 
the Fort Sill National Cemetery. This 
was the first interment ceremony of 
this kind that the CIVA have been in-
volved with. 
 The urn containing Plata’s 
ashes were marched into the ceremo-
nial pavilion and place onto an alter 
by the CIVA funeral detail and Auxil-
iary. Chaplain Jimmy Caddo, despite 
breaking his collarbone on Novem-
ber 1, and having a sling on right arm, 
opened the ceremony with a prayer, 
Lanny Asepermy then gave a brief 
introduction about the previous hon-
ors at Plata’s funeral on October 23. 
Roger and Linda Tehauno each sang 
a hymn to close the ceremony.

Courtesy photo

Lanny Asepermy being inter-
viewed by Lawrence Holt.
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 On November 10-14 Flo-
rentine Films/Hott Productions from 
Florence, Mass., began filming an 
hour-long native veteran’s docu-
mentary, for PBS, with interviews in 
the Patriot Room. Six Comanches, 
Chuck Choney; Eddie Mahseet; Ron 
Mahsetky; Lanny Asepermy; Rhonda 
Williams; and George Red Elk were 
interviewed along with six other vet-
erans from other tribes. They also 
filmed the CIVA Veterans Day Cel-
ebration on November 11.

Courtesy photo

George Red Elk guest speaking 
with head table in the background.

 A formal Military Dining 
In was hosted by the 961st Engineer 
Battalion, on November 10, at the 
Fort Sill Patriot Club.  Commander 
Kevin Pohawpatchoko and Shirley 
Rivera, Vice Commander Roger and 
Linda Tehauno, Lanny and Shelley 
Asepermy, Clifford Red Elk, George 
Red Elk, Ramonah Davis and Nona 
Gail Mihecoby were guests of the 
battalion. George Red Elk was the 
Guest Speaker for the event.

CommanderKevin Pohawpat-
choko presenting the Combat Ser-
vice medallion to Tina Baker, the 
granddaughter of WWI veteran 
William Tarcypokeadooah.

Courtesy photo

 The CIVA 42nd Annual 
Veterans Day Celebration and Pow-
wow was held, at Watchetaker Hall, 
on November 11. 13 veterans and 13 
Auxiliary members were present for 
the event. The highlight of the event 
was the slide show with a roll call, 
put together and presented by Vice 
Commander Roger Tehauno, of the 
62 Comanches that served doing 
World War I. 
 33 descendents from the 
Frank Red Elk, Herbert Homovich, 
Hugh Otipoby, Mikey Tahdooah-
nippah, William Tarcypokeadooah, 
Owen Yackeyonny, Philip Looking 
Glass, Frank, John and Louis LeB-
arre, Henry Permansu and Alfred, 
Carl and Lee Mahseet families were 
presented with commemorative 
World War I “We Were There” T-
shirts, Honorable, Combat and Numu 
Wounded Medallions and a “Lest we 
Forget” keepsake program. A Memo-
rial and Victory song was sung in 
honor. 
 The celebration also includ-
ed the presentation and retirement of 
the Colors by the CIVA Color Guard, 
War Mother Songs, the Scalp and 
Victory dances, Gourd dancing, so-
cial dancing and contests. A Thanks-
giving meal was provided by the 

Otipoby Cemetery Committee. The 
program concluded with a series of 
War Journey songs. 
 About a hundred soldiers 
from the 961st Engineer Battalion 
were present and were “sent off” with 
handshakes, hugs and an emotional 
deployment song as they departed 
back to Fort Sill.

Courtesy photo

Sgt Richard Sapcutt
 On November 12, the Wal-
ters Service Club recognized long-

Members of the Comanche Task Force participates in the round dance at the CIVA Powoww 45th annual Nov 
11.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff
Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Hand to hand combat Marine Veteran, Eddie Mahseet and veteran Robert Tehauno were just some of the tribal veterans that were recognized and honored for their 
military services at the CIVA Veterans Day Powwow Nov. 11. 

 On November 9, the CIVA 
presented the name “TASK FORCE 
COMANCHE,” to the 961st Engi-
neer Battalion during a ceremony 
at Watchetaker Hall. The 961st was 
training at Fort Sill during the week 
of November 4-11 before moving to 
Fort Bliss, Texas, to complete their 
training for deployment to Kuwait, 
Iraq and Syria around Christmas. 
 About 180 soldiers from the 
battalion were present at the ceremo-
ny. A Comanche flag inscribe with 
“961 Engineer Battalion and TASK 
FORCE COMANCHE” was present-
ed by CIVA Commander Kevin Po-
hawpatchoko to the 961st Command-
er LTC Kenneth Bryant – the flag will 
accompany the battalion overseas. 
 The CIVA have sent about 
a half-dozen Comanche flags to Iraq 
and Afghanistan with our Comanche 
veterans that were flown at their out-
posts and fire bases. None have ever 
been flown in Syria.

Submitted by Lanny Asepermy/CIVA

Task Force Comanche Naming Ceremony

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff
Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

time CIVA member, Richard Sapcutt, 
as one of their Honored Veterans dur-
ing their Veterans Day Pow-wow at 
Watchetaker Hall.
 Sapcutt is one of the first 
Comanches to set foot in Vietnam in 
July, 1965. He was wounded in action 
on February 23, 1966 – the AK-47 ri-
fle bullet that almost took his life has 
never been removed from his body. 
He was awarded the Purple Heart and 
the Combat Action Ribbon.

Members of the Comanche Task Force stand in recognition of the Flag 
song. 

The Comanche Flag that was Inscribed “Task Force Comanche” will accom-
pany the battalion overseas.

Over 180 soldiers from the battalion stand to honor the flags as they exit 
the building during the Task Force Comanche Naming Ceremony. 
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Culinary Corner

Recipes for Home Cooking

Ingredients
• 1 Pound elbow or small pasta
• 2 (2.26 ounces each) albacore 

tuna fish in water
• 1/2 Cup finely diced red onion
• 1/2 Cup finely diced celery 

(about 2 to 3 stalks)
• 1/2 Cup sweet pickle relish
• 1 to 2 Cups mayonnaise
• 1/2 Teaspoon kosher salt, more 

or less to taste
• 1/4 Teaspoon freshly ground 

black pepper, more or less to 
taste

Directions
1. Bring a large pot of salted water 

to a boil. Add in the pasta and 
cook according to package di-
rections. Once cooked, drain and 

Grandma’s Corn Bread 
Dressing

Ingredients
• 1 (16 ounce) Package dry corn 

bread mix
• 2 Tablespoons butter
• 1/2 Cup chopped celery
• 1 Small onion
• 2 Eggs, beaten
• 2 Cups chicken stock
• 2 Tablespoons dried sage
• Salt and pepper to taste

Directions
1. Prepare the dry corn bread mix 

according to package directions. 
Cool and crumble.

2. Preheat oven to 350 degrees F 
(175 degrees C). Grase one 9x13 
inch baking dish.

3. In a large skillet over medium 
heat, melt the butter and saute 
the celery and onion until soft. 

4. In a large bowl, combine the 
celery, onions, 3 cups crumbled 
corn bread, eggs, chicken stock, 
sage and salt and pepper to taste; 

Old Fashioned Hard Candy

Ingredients
• 1/2 cup confectioners’ sugar 

for dusting  
• 2 cups white sugar  
• 1 cup water  
• 2/3 cup light corn syrup  
• 1 teaspoon peppermint oil, or 

other flavored oil  
• 1 teaspoon any color food col-

oring
Directions

1. Generously coat a cookie sheet 
with confectioners’ sugar, and 

set aside. 
2. In a heavy bottomed saucepan, 

stir together the white sugar, wa-
ter and corn syrup until sugar has 
dissolved. Bring to a boil over 
medium-high and cook to a tem-
perature of 300 to 310 degrees F 
(149 to 154 degrees C), or until a 
small amount of syrup dropped 
into cold water forms hard, brit-
tle threads. Remove from heat, 
and stir in the flavored oil and 
food coloring. 

3. Immediately pour the sugar mix-
ture onto the prepared cookie 
sheet in a thin stream (this helps 
it cool). When the candy is cool 
enough for the outer edge to hold 
its shape, cut into bite size piec-
es with scissors. Let cool com-
pletely, then store in an airtight 
container. 

Classic Tuna Macaroni Salad

Creamy Chicken Casserole

WE WANT TO SEE 
WHAT YOU ARE 

COOKING!
Send a picture of any of the rec-
ipes you try on the “Culinary 
Corner” page, and it will be in 
an issue of TCNN, and TCNN 
will mail you a gift of thanks. 
Email your name, picture, and 

which recipe you used, to 
staceyh@comanchenation.com

Ingredients
• 3 c. Chopped cooked chicken 
• 1 (10 3/4-oz.) Can cream of 

chicken soup
• 18-oz. ctn. Sour cream
• 1 T. Poppy seeds
• 1 1/2 c. Crushed round butter 

crackers (40)
• 1/4 c. Butter or margarine, 

melted
Directions

1. Combining first four ingredi-

Comanche Word Search

Quick Clam Linguine

Ingredients
• 1 (9-oz) Pkg. Refrigerated lin-

guine
• 26 1/2-oz. Can minced clam
• 1/4 c. Butter
• 5 Cloves garlic, minced
• 1/2 c. Whipped cream
• 1 c. Shredded Monterey Jack
• 1/4 c. Chopped fresh parsley

Directions
1. Cook pasta according to pack-

age directions; drain and set 
aside. Drain clams, reserving 3/4 
cup liquid. Set clams and liquid 
aside. Melt butter in a large skil-
let over medium heat; add garlic 
and cook, stirring constantly, 1 

Find the Comanche words in the Word Search Below. Words can be found in ALL directions. Good Luck!!
WORD BANK

DECEMBER- PIA UTSU?I MUA
JESUS- NUMU PABI
CHRISTMAS- WAAHIMA
ANGEL- KASA TAIBOO
HOPE- KU?URAI
CAMEL- TU?NOKATU
BELLS- KAWOHWI
CHIMNEY- KUPUTA?A NAKU?E
STOCKINGS- WANANAPU
TREE- HUUPI
TOYS- NOHI
STAR- TATSINUUPI
SNOWFALL- TAHKA?UMARU

mix well.
5. Place into prepared dish and 

bake at 350 degrees F (175 de-
grees C) for 30 minutes.

rinse with cold water. Drain the 
pasta well a second time before 
adding to a large mixing bowl.

2. To the bowl with the pasta, add 
in flaked tuna, finely chopped 
hard boiled egg, red onion, cel-
ery and relish. Mix to combine.

3. Add in enough mayo to coat 
and season with kosher salt and 
black pepper to taste.

4. Chill until ready to serve. 

ents; spoon into a lightly-greased 
11x7x15 inch baking dish. Com-
bine crushed crackers and butter 
and sprinkle over chicken mix-
ture. Bake, uncovered, at 350* 
for 30 minutes. Yield: 4 servings.

minutes. Add reserved clam liquid 
and cream. Simmer 11 minutes. Add 
clams. Pour over pasta. Add cheese 
and parsley; toss gently. Yield: 2 
servings.
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People, Places and Things Happening

Keystone XL Pipeline Permit 
Rescinded

 On Thursday, November 8, 
United States District Judge Brian 
Morris, issued a landmark ruling 
in favor of the Indigenous Environ-
mental Network (IEN) and the North 
Coast Rivers Alliance (NCRA), and 
other groups in the litigation to stop 
the Keystone XL Pipeline
 Judge Morris’s 54-page Or-
der overturns the Trump Administra-
tion’s approval of the KXL Pipeline 
and issues an injunction stopping all 
construction of the tar sands project. 
Judge Morris ruled that President 
Trump violated federal environmen-
tal laws when his Administration 
claimed that the KXL Pipeline was 
consistent with the public interest. 
Judge Morris ruled that approval of 
the KXL Pipeline violated the Na-
tional Environmental Policy Act 
(“NEPA”), and the Administrative 
Procedure Act because: (1) Presi-
dent Trump disregarded prior factual 
findings by former Secretary of State 
John Kerry that the KXL Pipeline 
would unjustifiably worsen climate 
change, (2) failed to conduct an ad-
equate survey of Native American 
cultural resources that would be 
harmed by the pipeline, (3) failed to 
provide adequate modeling of po-
tential oil spills and their impacts on 
water resources, (4) failed to analyze 
the cumulative effects of this project 
on greenhouse gas emissions, and (5) 
failed to address the effects of current 
oil prices on the viability of the proj-
ect. 
 The following quotes are 
from members of the Indigenous En-
vironmental Network: 
 Tom Goldtooth, Executive 
Director for the Indigenous Envi-
ronmental Network said, “This is a 
win for Lakota, the Oceti Sakowin 
and other Tribal Nations, for the wa-
ter, and for the sacredness of Moth-
er Earth. This decision vindicates 
what we have been saying all along: 
Trump’s approval of this pipeline was 
illegal, violated environmental laws 
and was based upon false facts. Our 
legal fight has been for the benefit of 
all life along the proposed route of 
this Canadian tar sands pipeline. This 
pipeline is the enemy of the people, 
the climate, and life as we know it. 
It must be stopped. We will continue 
our prayers to take action to fight 
the Trump administration in defense 
of the sacred, to protect Indigenous 
rights, to defend our treaty territories 
and to advocate for the continuation 
of the next seven generations of life 
on Mother Earth free from fossil fu-
els.” 

 Tribal member Xzavier Co-
zad is a Freshman this year at Anadar-
ko High School. Cozad participates 
with the Varsity Cross- country team.
 Cozad was the only fresh-
man and 1 out of 2 Anadarko Cross-
country runners to make the top 15 
at Reginals to earn a trip to State in 
Shawnee this past weekend. Cozad 
also won the Walters cross-country 
meet with a new PR of 17:22. Cozad 
is well known for his talent when it 
comes to Cross-Country, Basketball 
& Track. He is a hardworker and 
dedicated in the classroom as well 
as in sports. Cozad’s main goal is to 
graduate from Oklahoma University. 
 Cozad is the son of Sun-
shine Rodriquez of Anadarko, Okla.

Courtesy Photo

Cozad Runs on Anadarko 
Varsity Cross-Country Team

Cozad

 Joye Braun, IEN Frontline 
Community Organizer, Cheyenne 
River Sioux Nation said, “We have 
fought this pipeline tooth and nail 
and it’s a great affirmation to hear 
Judge Morris agree with us. Presi-
dent Trump’s permit was utterly ille-
gal and against the proper procedure. 
For our people, it has always been a 
matter of no: No Consent, No Pipe-
line. We will continue to fight for our 
sovereignty as nations, our cultural 
and historic sites, for the safety of our 
people from man camps and for the 
sacred medicine that is the water. We 
will fight and we will win.” 
 Waniya Locke, People Over 
Pipelines, Grassroots Of Standing 
Rock said, “One of Trump’s first 
presidential acts was to approve the 
Dakota Access pipeline, subsequent-
ly inflicting violence upon our peace-
ful people. I am happy to see that 
Trump is being held accountable, that 
his approval of Keystone XL is be-
ing reversed and that he will have to 
reevaluate the effects of this pipeline 
on the land and culturally significant 
sites. It’s incredible. From the open 
prairies to the courtrooms, our ances-
tors and sacred sites are protecting 
us.” 
 Lewis Grassrope, Wiconi 
un Tipi Camp in Lower Brule, South 
Dakota said, “Through our prayers, 
we stood for the greater good of our 
people. Today one of those prayers 
has been answered with this decision 
on Keystone XL, but we must still 
stay the course to keep our people 
safe from any atrocious acts that af-
fect our lives and livelihoods.” 
 Manape LaMere, Govern-
ment Rep of the Sioux Nation of 
Indians and Bdewakantowan Isanti 
Headsmen said, “Supporting one an-
other post-Standing Rock and bring-
ing awareness throughout our terri-
tory, we’ve dealt a big blow to the 
Trump administration. We continue 
to pray and set those prayers in mo-
tion thru action, that this KXL project 
remains in its death throes until we 
can truly claim final victory.” 
 Dallas Goldtooth, Keep It In 
The Ground Campaigner, Indigenous 
Environmental Network said, “This 
decision is a battle victory in the fight 
to mitigate climate change and to 
slow the expansion of the tar sands 
region in northern Alberta. We are 
excited to see that the Trump admin-
istration has been ordered to evaluate 
the effects this dirty tar sands pipe-
line will have on greenhouse gas 
emissions, and we can only speculate 
how the President’s climate-denying 
cabinet will respond. Until then, we 
remain vigilant and hopeful that this 
project will be ultimately defeated.”

 In October, Allison Stein-
meyer became the newly elected 
President of Gamma Delta Pi, 
University of Oklahoma’s Na-
tive Sorority. As this year’s Clan 
Mother she is hoping to bring 
more positive visibility to the 
sorority and ensure an encourag-
ing and empowering place for 
young Native women in the OU 
community to find a sisterhood.
Steinmeyer is a second year Mas-
ter’s student in the Socio-Cultural 
Anthropology Department, and 
upon completion and defense of 
her thesis will graduate in May 
of 2019. She has been a member 
of Gamma Delta Pi since October 
of 2018 and is an active member 
of the group Matriarch, which 
also focuses on empowering Na-
tive women and enriching Native 
communities.    

Steinmeyer Elected Presi-
dent of OU’s Native Amer-

cian Sorority

Yonevea Sapcut Recipient of 2018 Advocate of the Year 
Award National Indian Council on Aging Conference

Courtesy Photo

Yonevea Sapcut, right, is awarded the 2018 Advo-
cate of the Year.

 Yonevea Sapcut was honored as the Advocate 
of the Year for her diligence and caring support for Na-
tive Elders at the National Indian Council on Aging 
Conference (NICOA), held in at the Pechanga Resort & 
Casino, Temecula, California, on September 10-13.  
 Sapcut was presented with a large glass trophy 
with an eagle etched on it with her name as Advocate of 
the Year.
 Sapcut, currently a Comanche Nation employ-
ee, has given years of service to the public as a peace 
officer and now as an advocate for elders at the Coman-
che Nation.  This award was a small token to thank Sap-
cut, who normally shies away from the spotlight, and to 
bring her hard work and caring attitude to public atten-
tion.
 Adele Mihesuah, Southern Plains Representa-
tive on the NICOA Board of Directors; and, a Coman-
che Elder nominated and proudly presented the award 
to Sapcut at the NICOA Honoring Luncheon.  

Shaking Bones at the Apache 
Community Center

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

 On November 7, Camp 7 
and North Spur Heights came to-
gether to host a Handgame against 
the Crows. The Handgame was held 
at the Apache Community Center in 
Apache, Okla. The Crows came out 
undefeated, winning all four games. 
“This was the first time in 20 years 
where the Crows beat the team. We 
all had a good time.” said Carlene 
Atauvich Collins, Handgame coordi-
nator. 

 Submit a photo of your fa-
vorite Comanche Youth Athlete by 
December 14 to be featured in the 
Januray edition of the Comanche 
Nation News. Due to space, please 
limit the information to the follow-
ing: Name of Athlete, School, Age, 
Sport. Email to: Candacet@coman-
chenation.com

Calling All Comanche Youth 
Athletes
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Obituaries

Milestones

Michael Red Elk 

Courtesy photo

Red Elk

 Michael Red Elk, 63, Law-
ton passed away September 28, at his 
home with his loving family by his 
side. 
 Funeral Service was Octo-
ber 2, at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home with Pastor Lonnie Hanson 
officiating. Burial followed at Cache 
Creek KCA west of Apache under di-
rection of Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home.
 Prayer Service was Octo-
ber 1, at Comanche Nation Funeral 
Home. 
 Red Elk was born July 17, 
1955, in Lawton to Garner Red Elk 
and Joyce Cox. He was raised by 
Thomas Anderson Sr. and traveled as 
part of a military family. He graduat-
ed High School in Killeen, Texas and 
attended college at Cameron Univer-
sity where he was casually working 
on his bachelor’s degree. He mar-
ried Cheryl Kopaddy November 23, 
1979 in Apache and they made their 
home in Lawton. He retired as an op-
erator for AT&T and was working for 
Walmart as a Cashier Associate. He 
enjoyed spending time reading, col-
lecting coins, and watching T.V. He 
loved spending time with his children 
and grandchildren which was evident 
in the way he spoiled them. He was a 
proud member of the Comanche Na-
tion of Oklahoma.  
 He is survived by his wife 
Cheryl of the home, children; Kevin 
Tonips of Lawton, Brian Tonips of 
Oklahoma City, and Mikael Smith of 
Lawton. Mother; Joyce Anderson, of 
Harker Heights, Texas. Sister; Sheryl 
Delano of Harker Heights, Texas. 
Brothers; Thomas  Anderson Jr. of 
Georgetown, Texas. Charles Red Elk 
of Harker Heights, Texas, and Clif-
ford Gene Red Elk of Costa Rica. 
Father; Garner Red Elk of Port An-
geles, Wash. Twelve Grandchildren 

Norman Gerald 
Nauni, Sr. 

Courtesy photo

Nauni
 Norman Gerald Nauni, Sr. 
of Cache went to his heavenly father 
on October 5, with his loving family 
by his side.
 Nauni was born on January 
6, 1954 at the Lawton Indian Hospi-
tal to the late Haddon Harry Nauni 
and Rose Edith (Tahchawwickah) 
Nauni. He was a full blood Coman-
che.
 Funeral service was October 
10, at Watchetaker Hall with David 
Bane officiating. Burial was at High-
land Cemetery under the direction of 
Comanche Nation Funeral Home.
 Wake service was October 
9, at Watchetaker Hall.
 He attended school in 
Wichita, Kansas and graduated from 
Walters High School in May 1972. 
He continued his education at the 
Oklahoma State Technical School 
in Okmulgee, graduating in January 
1974 with a certification in Commer-
cial Art/Lithography. He attended the 
University of Oklahoma in Norman 
from May 1975 to May 1976. He 
later was employed as a Comprehen-
sive Health Surveyor for the Coman-
che Health Program. He maintained 
his license for Health and Life from 
the Oklahoma Insurance Commis-
sion from 1985 to present. He served 
as a Comanche Business Committee-
man from 1997 to 1999. He was the 

owner of the Nauni Enterprises, Inc. 
from April 1997 to March 2006. He 
later became the Property and Pro-
curement Director for the Comanche 
Nation from May 2009 to May 2012. 
He was an Employment Assistant 
with Association of American Re-
tired Persons (AARP) from February 
2015 to the present.
 He accepted the Lord as his 
Savior and was baptized at an early 
age in Wichita, Kansas. He was in-
spired by his late Uncles Raymond 
and Clinton Nauni to sing Comanche 
Hymns to serve the Lord. He was a 
former member, Deacon and Elder 
of the Comanche Reformed Church. 
He was one of the charter members 
of the Lawton Indian Baptist Church 
and served as a song leader and Trea-
surer.
 Nauni was a renowned 
singer of traditional songs in the 
pow-wow arena. He composed many 
individual and family songs. He car-
ried on the tradition of supporting the 
Walters Pow-Wow.     
 Nauni resided in Cache and 
is survived by his children Marla of 
the home; Norman Jr. and Anthony 
of Dallas, Texas; mother Rose Edith 
Nauni of Cache; sisters, Rosalind 
and spouse Matthew Asetamy of 
Cache; Nancy Alandzes of Lawton; 
Crystal Nauni of Cache; fiancé Jan-
ice Emerson of Lawton. He was pre-
ceded in death by his father Haddon 
Harry Nauni; brother Haddon Nauni 
Jr. (Duncy); paternal grandparents, 
Harry Nauni and Ruby Suwybitten; 
maternal grandparents, Jacob Tah-
chawwickah and Maggie Niedo and 
numerous relatives.

Timothy Glenn 
Horton 

Courtesy photo

Horton
 Timothy Glenn Horton age 
48, resident of Ponca City passed 

Jerry Lee Phillip 
Roubideaux Jr.

Courtesy photo

Roubideaux
 Jerry Lee Phillip Roubide-
aux Jr., 46, Lawton passed away on 
October 24,  with his beloved family 
by his side. 
 Funeral Service was Oc-

tober 27, at Deyo Mission Baptist 
Church with Wallace Coffey and 
Rev.  Ben Sullivan officiating. Burial 
followed at Deyo Mission Cemetery 
under direction of Comanche Nation 
Funeral Home.
 Prayer Service was October 
26, at Deyo Mission Baptist Church.
 Roubideaux was born July 
16, 1972 in Lawton to the Late Jerry 
Lee Phillip Roubideaux Sr., and the 
Late Anna Loyce (Cozad) Roubide-
aux. He grew up in Lawton and grad-
uated from Eisenhower High School. 
He attended Cameron University. 
He was an artist who enjoyed draw-
ing and recently took an interest in 
screen printing, and was a self-taught 
guitarist. He was interested in poli-
tics.  He enjoyed hiking and hunting.  
He loved being with his family and 
taking care of them. He was a proud 
member of the Comanche Nation and 
of Kiowa and Lakota Sioux descent.
He is survived by his children; 
Keenen Phillip Tasso and Melody 
Lavoice Roubideaux,  Siblings; 
Polly Connywerdy, Daviaann Con-
nywerdy, Sage Connywerdy , Mariah 
Turrieta and Eli Humes all of Lawton, 
Gable Roubideaux and Tanner Rou-
bideaux; Special Sister and Brother; 
Kathleen Tahah and Mike Patterson. 
Aunt; Jaleeta Caddo, Cousin; Daniel 
Bennett Jr. Great-Aunts; Mabel Ann 
Blalock and Pauline Hawzipta and 
numerous other family members and 
friends.
 He is preceded in death by 
his parents; Jerry Lee Phillip Rou-
bideaux Sr., and Anna Loyce Cozad 
Roubideaux,  Maternal Grandpar-
ents; Royce and Lavoice Satepau-
hoodle, Paternal Grandparents Vernie 
and Winifred (Niyah) Roubideaux, 
Great grandparents Robert and Anna 
Coffey.

and Three Great Grandchildren. Nu-
merous Nephews,  Nieces (especially 
those who came to eat all the good 
cereal) other relatives and friends. 
 He is preceded in death 
by; Step father Thomas Anderson 
Sr., Aunt Lilli Mae Peters, Paternal 
Grandparents; Clara Sheborne and 
Clinton Red Elk, Maternal Grandpar-
ents; Hazel and Al Penland.

away October 14.
 Graveside Service follow-
ing cremation officiated by Pas-
tor Mark Busch under direction of 
Comanche Nation Funeral Home. 
Tim’s ashes was laid to rest October 
19,  next to his father Bill Horton 
and near Grandmother Belva Ann 
(Nahno’Kerchee) Lopez at Highland 
Cemetery. His remaining ashes was 
spread across the Arkansas River 
near his home where he enjoyed fish-
ing and spending time.  
 Horton was born March 12, 
1970 in Lawton. He went to school in 
Newkirk and Geronimo then attended 
Cameron University in Lawton. Hor-
ton was a pipefitter by trade and his 
job took him to many different states 
and adventures. Horton was a proud 
member of the Comanche Tribe. He 
was very intelligent and had a vast 
knowledge and love of music, with 
a heart of gold he was a kind caring 
person. He always made his family 
and friends laugh finding humor in 
most every situation. 
His greatest joy was his family and 
he is survived by; daughters Chelsea 
Horton of Seminole, Texas, and Ciara 
Horton of the home and his spouse 
Dawn Davis of the home. Mother; 
Dorene Horton of Newkirk, sister 
Heather Horton, nieces he was very 
close to; Stacy, Tracy, Kalee Her-
bert, Stepfather and friend Arnold 
Evans, close cousin Josh Evanoff all 
of Newkirk. Aunts Edie Lopez, Mi-
chelle Evanoff, Uncle Walter Lopez 
with whom he grew up with and was 
very close too. Uncle Kenneth Gei-
mausaddle and many other family all 
of Comanche County.

Happy Belated Birthday
Joella Karty Cullen

November 25

Happy Belated Birthday
November 7- Amanda Brittany 
Mahsetky
November 22- Parker Emhoolah
November 25- Joella Karty 
Cullen
November 25- Melvin Kerchee Jr. 

Happy Birthday 

December- Raniah Akoneto
December 1- Delbert Karty
December 5- Lola Burgess Miller 
December 10- Mike Karty
December 14- Carl Atauvich (85)
December 21- Mary Crystal 
Nauni
December 24- Lynn Viddaurri-
Abbott   

Happy Belated Birthday
Melvin Kerchee Jr.

November 25

Happy Birthday
Amanda Brittany 

Mahsetky 

Happy 8th Birthday
Gabriellekee Nopah
Gods gift from above 

love mommy Nisse 
Niedo and family

Happy 80th Birthday
Delbert Karty
December 1

Happy Birthday
Mike Karty

December 10

Happy Birthday
Lola Burgess Miller 

December 5
 From your sons

Anniversaries
Guy & Lynn Viddaurri-Abbott  December 

23~ Married 1 year
The Comanche Nation News 

Deadline~December  17
Email: candacet@comanchenation.com 

Mail: Comanche Nation/PIO 
 P.O. Box 908 Lawton, OK 73501 

Contact: (580) 492-3386

Christmas In Heaven
Tis Christmas in heaven what 

a beautiful sight!
I want you to know everything 

is all right.
The crib is adorned with the 

brilliance of the star;
Wisemen have come from 

near and far.
I’ve met all or dear ones who 

preceded us here,
The reunion was lovely, an 

event full of cheer.
And tonight we’ll all gather in 

reverence we’ll kneel,

For the babe in the cradle, up 
in heaven is real!

I think of my family that I left 
behind,

And I pray that your Christ-
mas is as blessed as mine.

Please shed no more tears for 
my soul is at rest.

Just love one another and live 
life to it’s best.

Yes, it’s Chirstmas in heaven, 
so I’ve heard them say,

Yet, Christmas in heaven hap-
pens everyday!

Happy Birthday
Amiyah Starr

Happy Belated Birthday
Ava Doty

November 28
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Description of the fee  Amount 
Lengthy Trial Fund fee  $                                     8.50 
Law Library Fund assessment (in addition to other fees)  $                                     5.00 
Court interpreters and translators fee  $                                     5.00 
Courthouse security fee  $                                     8.50 
Mailing Fee  $                                   10.00 
Total per initial Filing 37.00$                                   

Description of the fee  Amount 
Approving bond or undertaking, including certificate and seal  $                                     3.00 
Authentication of court record  $                                     5.00 
Certification of conveyance of inherited lands by full-blood Indian heir  $                                     5.00 
Certification of each instrument  $                                     0.50 
Duplication of an instrument of record or on file: First page / Each subsequent page  $1.00 / $0.50 
Filing and indexing of disclaimers  $                                     5.00 
Filing certificates  $                                   30.00 
Issuance of warrant for failure to pay fines and court costs  $                                   50.00 
Posting notice  $                                   35.00 
Worthless checks, drafts or vouchers  $                                   30.00 
Police's fees on court-ordered sale of real or personal property  $                                   64.00 
Preparing and transmitting record on appeal (non-jury trial) (jury trial)  $170 / $255 
Service or attempted service by Police in a civil case (service upon each person, unless at same address)  $                                   35.00 
Service or attempted service by Police in a civil case (service upon more than one person at same address)  $                                   35.00 
Services of Court Reporter ($75.00 deposit plus costs as determined by Court Reporter)  TBD 
Service by Court Clerk, by Certified Mail, Return Receipt Requested, Restricted Delivery (by written request only)  $                                   12.00 
Summons, Issuing  for each person  $                                     8.50 
Summons, Notice by publication  $                                   25.00 
Surface damage certificate, Filing  $                                     8.50 
When a jury is requested (civil only)  $                                 297.00 

Description of the fee  Amount 
Administrative appeal  $                                    72.00 
Adoption  $                                    65.00 
Misc. Civil Actions (including Restraining Orders)  $                                    50.00 
Victim's Protective Orders (VAWA)  $                                         -   
Change of venue (case received from another tribe) (all other)  $                                    72.00 
Change of venue (case received from another tribe) in an amount of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) or less  $                                  128.00 
Change of venue (case received from another tribe) in an amount of Ten Thousand One Dollars ($10,001) or more  $                                  139.00 
Civil actions for an amount of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000) or Less  $                                    50.00 
Civil actions for an amount of Ten Thousand One Dollars ($10,001) or More  $                                  139.00 
Condemnation  $                                  128.00 
Filing of a motion for summary judgment or summary disposition of Issue(s)  $                                    43.00 
Forcible entry and detainer  $                                    50.00 
Garnishment  $                                    20.00 
Income assignment  $                                    21.00 
Judgment from another court  $                                    35.00 
Name change  $                                    72.00 
Notice of renewal of judgment  $                                    20.00 
Proceeding after judgment (other than garnishment)  $                                    28.00 
Emancipation/Rights of majority  $                                    72.00 

Description of the fee  Amount 
[Post-decree] Application to initiate income assignment  $                                    21.00 
Ancillary proceedings to modify or vacate divorce decree providing for custody or support  $                                    37.00 
Application for contempt citation  $                                    28.00 
Custody or support (Includes PATERNITY cases which involve custody &/or support)  $                                    65.00 
Divorce  $                                    65.00 
Paternity (with NO child support and/or custody)  $                                    35.00 
Marriage License  $                                    35.00 

Description of the fee  Amount 
Affidavit for recovery of money, replevin or interpleader $5,000.00 or less  $                                    38.00 
Affidavit for recovery of money, replevin or interpleader in excess of $5,000.00 to $10,000.00  $                                  128.00 
Counterclaim or set-off filing  $                                    17.00 
Court Reporter ($75.00 deposit plus actual costs as determined by court reported)  TBD 
Disposition of abandoned personal property $5,000 or less  $                                    38.00 
Forcible entry and detainer, $5,000.00 or less  $                                    50.00 
Forcible entry and detainer, in excess of $5,000.00 to $10,000.00  $                                    50.00 
Jury trial (deposit, not fee)  $                               1,000.00 
Motion to transfer to another docket  $                                    52.00 
Proceeding after judgment  $                                    28.00 

Description of the fee  Amount 
Adult Guardianship/Conservatorship  $                                    35.00 
Guardianship  $                                    35.00 
Probate  $                                    50.00 
Proceeding for sale or lease of real or personal property or mineral interest in probate or guardianship  $                                    37.00 
Proceeding to revoke probate of will  $                                    72.00 
Filing of Will  $                                    21.00 

Description of the fee  Amount 
Duplication of an instrument of record or on file

First page  $                                      1.00 
Each subsequent page  $                                      0.50 

Certification of each instrument  $                                      0.50 
Authentication of court record  $                                      5.00 
Mailing charges for each person
(plus the actual cost of all postage in each case in excess of $10.00)

Court Reporter $75.00 deposit plus actual costs as determined as Court Reporter  TBD 
Police's fee for pursuing fugitive from justice  $                                    40.00 
Service by Police (criminal case) within the service area
(Service or attempted service of each writ, warrant, order, process, command or notice)

Service by Police (criminal case) outside the service area
(Service or attempted service of each writ, warrant, order, process, command or notice)

Court Maintenance Fee  $                                      5.00 
Warrant fee 50.00$                                                
Criminal Court Costs 65.00$                                                

Description of the fee  Amount 
Court Reporter ($75.00 deposit plus actual costs as determined by Court Reporter  TBD 
Jury trial (deposit, not fee)  $                                  500.00 
Service by Police
(service or attempted service of all writs, warrants, orders, process, commands or notices)

Preparing and transmitting the record on appeal  $                                    85.00 

 $                                    35.00 

 $                                    40.00 

Juvenile Actions

 $                                    35.00 

Family & Divorce

Small Claims

Probate

Criminal Actions
Costs in c rimina l a c tions a re  c olle c te d upon c onvic tion or pursua nt to a  de fe rre d judgme nt proc e dure .

 $                                    10.00 

COURT FEE SCHEDULE EFFECT JANUARY 1, 2018
CIVIL FILING FEES AND COSTS SCHEDULE

Civil Filing Costs (apply to all new case filings with the exception of guardianships regarding minors)

Miscellaneous Fees in Civil Matters

(NO FEES FOR ICWA TRANSFER CASES)
Civil Actions
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 My name is Billy 
Komahcheet and I am run-
ning for the office of Co-
manche Nation Chairman. I 
was born Comanche, raised 
Comanche, and in all my 
travels throughout Indian 
Country, have represented 
the Comanche Nation to 
the best of my ability and 
with pride. Being raised 
by my grandparents from 
a small child, I was taught 
the traditional values of our 
Comanche ways. Their up-
bringing instilled in me that 
pride, humility, tradition, 
and prayer are “Comanche 
Life” and without these, we 
are what the U.S. Govern-
ment wants us to be, “an-
other number”.

 My twenty-plus 
years of experience in the 
governmental world far ex-
ceeds my time in college 
as I left to pursue a career 
in the work world in the 
early 1980’s. In my years 
of working under HUD 
regulations, I have repre-
sented five different tribes, 
(including my current posi-
tion with the Kiowa Tribe) 
in bringing them into com-
pliance to ensure that they 
maintained their funding 
or that it was restored all 
together. During these 
years, I have represented 
both Tribes and Housing 
Authorities in Washing-
ton D.C., advocating for 
increased funding for pro-

grams and ensuring needed 
modifications in regulations 
were inserted into law. As 
such, I have developed key 
relationships with politi-
cal officials, earned a deep 
understanding of the com-
plexities of the legislative 
and regulatory process, and 
have nurtured key coali-
tions to successfully pass 
needed appropriations and 
legislation at both State and 
Federal levels of govern-
ment.

 Under my tenure, 
the Comanche Nation will 
address the following key 
issues vital to restoring our 
Tribe to its rightful place 
as the “leaders of nations”: 
(1) The Comanche Na-
tion “Supreme Governing 
Body” has lost their voice, 
even though we are allowed 
a “vote,” all of the author-
ity seems to be under the 
auspices of the Comanche 
Business Committee. They 
(CBC) are only represen-
tatives of the people. Final 
authorization on major is-
sues pertaining to the Na-
tion always has and always 
will be at the discretion of 
the “Supreme Governing 
Body,” the Tribal Council; 
(2) The Constitution of the 
Comanche Nation needs to 
be followed! As it is writ-
ten, there are many areas 
that can be manipulated to 
create “doubt” as to what 
can and what cannot be 
“legally” done, this is un-
fortunate and wrong! The 
Constitution was created by 
good men with good hearts 
and a genuine concern for 
the Comanche Nation and 
it’s future. We will follow 
the Constitution (The Law); 
(3) The upcoming years 
(namely 2020) will play a 

significant role in our Na-
tions future. One huge is-
sue will be the “Compacts” 
between the State of Okla-
homa and the Tribes within. 
My stance on this is that 
we are classified as a “Na-
tion withing a Nation” and 
as such should be exercis-
ing our “Sovereignty” to 
the fullest extent. Joining 
with other tribes within the 
State of Oklahoma (as well 
as on the National level) 
and exercising our sover-
eign rights that were pro-
vided and agreed upon by 
the United States’ “Found-
ing Fathers” in writing via 
“Treaties,” we have the 
opportunity to become a 
legitimate, competent busi-
ness organization within the 
State of Oklahoma.

 These are just a 
few of my concerns for the 
Comanche Nation and they 
all contribute to my main 
concern; (4) Our Future 
Generations! I have visited 
with many concerned trib-
al members on their own 
concerns pertaining to our 
current state of affairs and 
at the end of the conversa-
tion it all came back to the 
mutual agreement that we 
all must do everything pos-
sible in order to ensure that 
our future generations are 
secure.

 I currently serve 
as the President of the Co-
manche Native American 
Church 1918 Charter. As a 
lifetime member of this par-
ticular chapter, I am very 
proud of my upbringing in 
the Church as well as the 
teachings that the Church 
has imparted on me. I am 
Comanche, in mind, body, 
and spirit.

 The Comanche 
Nation must take back it’s 
rightful place as the leaders 
of Nations. We are known 
worldwide as the “Lords 
of the Plains,” the fiercest 
warriors who would fight 
anyone to take care of our 
own, however, currently we 
are reduced to fighting our 
own! Let’s get our Nation 
back, work together, and 
start moving forward and 
quit the frivolous spending 
on trying to blame someone 
from the past! Our Chil-
dren’s and Grandchildren’s 
futures are at stake!

 I have the skills, 
knowledge, and experience 
to make these goals a reali-
ty for the Comanche Nation 
and it would be an honor to 
serve as Chairman to the 
Great Comanche Nation. 

 I humbly ask for 
your support and vote on 
January 12, 2019.

Uudah.

Billy E. Komahcheet

Candidate for Comanche 
Nation Chairman         
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Photos by Paula Karty/News Staff

IT’S GOOD TO BE NATIVE!  The Cameron Native American Club cele-
brated Indigenous People Day at the  Univeristy’s MCC Ballroom.  Native 
American Dancers and artisits were present to show their talents, whether 
it be dancing, singing, painting or flute playing.  The pride of being Native/
Indigenous was felt throughout the program.  Native elder, Cy Ahtone, talk-
ed about the changes that has came about during the years and how Native 
peoples had to adjust into living within those changes in order to survive in 
today’s world. Even though there are many changes in the world today Na-
tive/Indigenous peoples Never forget their roots and where they come from. 

Native American Heritage Month

Sarah Pohawpatchoko takes a photo with Coun-
try singer, Carrie Underwood, Nov. 25 at the 
2018 Oklahoma Hall of Fame. Pohawpatchoko 
sung the National Anthem at the event.

Courtesy Photo

Pictured right: Carter Motah performs the 
Fancy Dance, at Bishop Elementary’s Na-
tive American Celebration.

Comanche Nation Princess, Ashleigh Mithlo, represents the Comanche Nation at the Okla-
homa  City Thunder’s Native American Heritage Night, Nov. 14.

Courtesy Photo

Lilliana Motah, swings her 
shawl to the beat of the 
drum, at Bishop Elemen-
tary’s Native American  Cel-
ebration.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

The Comanche Nation Youth Dancers were given a tour of Sheppard Air Force Base Nov. 9.

The Comanche Youth Dancers invite students from Sheppard Air Force Base elementary 
school to dance with them Nov. 9, at the Sheppard Air Force base, outside of Wichita Falls, 
Texas.

Photo by Jolene Schonchin/News Staff

 The students at Cache Public Schools received a special treat from the Comanche Nation Youth Dancers on November 14, to celebrate November’s Native American Heritage Month. 
The dancers gave solo and group performances. Teresa Lopez, Youth Dancer Coordinator, explained the regalia each dancer wore and how much money and time it takes to make each outfit. The 
Comanche Youth Dancers had a full schedule of performances throughout the month of November. The places they shared their culture were Sheppard Air Force Base, Bishop Elementary, etc. 

Native American Month is Celebrated at Cache Public School

The Comanche Nation Youth Dancers had time for a quick picture before they performed for 
the students at Cache Public School.

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff

Members of the Comanche Youth Dancers performed 
the Women’s Cloth dance for Native American month. 

Photo by Stacey Heminokeky/News Staff
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Trick or Treat
2018 Comanche Nation Halloween Safehouse

Photos by Comanche Nation News Staff


